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War Policy Causes 
Clash in Students 
Unity Conference 

Resolution Adopted Ambiguous on Crucial 

Question of Soviet Union; S.Y.L and Yipsel 

Members Fight Stalinist Social Patriotism 

COLUMBUS, Ohio. — In spite of all attempts to avoid a dash on tl»e 
major -political issue confronting' the fusion convention of the Socialist 
Student League for Industrial Democracy and the Stalinist National 
Student League, held here over the Christmas holiday*, an open flght on 
the question of war marked Hie last hour of the convention. 

The Stalinists controlled a decisive majority of the four hundred 
and twentj-sevets delegates. The S.L.Li), had 116 delegates and the 
N.S.L. 144. The unattached delegates included liberals, conservatives 
and a host of Stalinist students. 

The main tendencies represented' ■ 
at the Congress were the liberals. 



who wanted a liberal student move- 
ment; the Stalinists, who wanted 
the same type of organization bat 
were ready to accept almost any- 
thing the young Socialists demand- 
ed; the young Socialists who in 
their majority desired a broad 
student organization which accept- 
ed the Oxford Pledge "against sup- 
port of any war declared by the 
United States Government" and 
finally, the Spartaous Youth dele- 
gates who fought for fusion on the 
basis of a revolutionary program 
particularly on the question of war. 

The separate conventions of the 
S.L.T.D. and the N.S.L. opened on 
Frtdtty afternoon. At both conven- 
tions a draft program was present- 
ed which the membership had never 
seen or discussed. Spartacus dele- 
gates presented their posit Jon at 
both meetings. 

S.L.T.D. Convention i 

At the X.L.l.D. convention the] 
original draft prog mm accepted by ' 
the leaders of the two student I 
organizations and who^e interests 
we are anxious lo serve was re- i 
vised. A section stating that "we i 
love our country as profoundly as 
anyone else" was deleted due to 
pressure of Left Socialists and the 
fipartaoiis delegates. Among the 
young Socialists seven delegates 
led by Monroe Sweetland voted 
against fusion with the N.S.L. on 
the ground that the latter would 
accept any program hut that their 
real program would lead them to 
support the U.S. government ;n 
ease it was allied with the Soviet 
Union. Another section of the 
young Socialists agreed with the 
Spartacus program for the fusion— 
the class struggle in society, the 
alliance of the students with the 
workjng class afld a revolutionary 
program against war. However, 
Yipsel discipline prevented them 
from voting for the Spartacus posi- 
tion. 

The S.L.I. D, convention also ac- 
cepted a resolution on war which 
concretized the Oxford Pledge. It 
outlined three possible types of 
wars which could ariss under pre- 
sent conditions and denounced sup- 
port of any of the three : a so-called 
"defensive war" of the United 
States; "democratic" wars against 
Fascist nations; in case of alliance 
between the TJ. S. and a "progres- 
sive or non- imperial 1st" power. 
Apart from the failure to present 
the basic causes of war and the ul- 
timate solution, the resolution had 
two defects ; viz, the Ethiopian sit- 
uation (which involves the ques- 
tions of League of Nations sanc- 
tions and "neutrality laws"), was 
not dealt with and the Soviet Union 
was not mentioned, though implicit 
in the phrase "progressive or non- 
imperialist power." 

The steering committee of the 
S.L.T.D. for the fusion convention 
was empowered to prevent the fu- 
sion ;f the general line of this re- 
solution was not adopted or call a 
caucus meeting of the S.L.I.D. dele- 
gates to consider the matter. 

At the N.S.L. convention a motion 
was adopted to accept the "spirit" 
of the report of the national secre- 
tary which included the draft pro- 
gram. Spirited discussion on the 
question of war was led by Spar- 
tacus delegates. 

The first day of the fusion con- 
vention was occupied -with the elec- 
tion of committees. On Sunday 
discussion was opened on the pro- 
gram for the fusion. The N.S.L, 
had accepted the changes made by 
the S.L-.I.D. convention. The pro- 
gram traced the cause of present 
ills in the domination of the "inner 
oligarchy" over the "plain people." 

"The American Student Union Is 
not a political organization. Al- 
though it recognizes the need for 
basic social change, it leaves to po- 
litical organizations the achieving 
of these changes," The Oxford 
Pledge was endorsed. The aboli- 
tion of the R.O.T.G. was called for. 

The program was discussed sec- 
tion by section. The opposition, to 
the program from the right quoted 
tthe statements of the leaders of 
the fusion that "we must include 
{Continued on Fate 2) 



Strike Nears 
In Texas 

WPACrisis 

State Relief Admin is tr at .on 

«PUys Bali* While 

Workers Starve 



(Special to New Militant) 
By JAMES EVANS 
DALLAS. Tex.— Prospects for a 
general WPA strike in Texas are 
enormously increased with the re- 
fusal of II. P. Drought, state ad- 
ministrator, to make any conces- 
sions to the aroused workers. 
Drought has refused bluntly either 
to decrease the working hours or 
to increase wages of skilled labor 
to the union scale. Abrogating one 
of the Federal rules, the slicker 
and his assistants are also forcing 
i he workers to make time lost 
during rainy weather or under cir- 
cumstances beyond the control of 

the crews. 

TIi ere is a deep-seared resentment 
both against the state WPA and 
relief administrations, each of 
which is passing the buck to the 
other in the matter of providing 
employment They are playing 
ball while we are starving," is an 
expression that I heard outside of 
a local relief office several days 
a?;o. The WPA has abandoned 
■ muierous projects because its ad- 
ministrators claimed that they 
i.uld not get sufficient tabor from 
the relief rolls. This gives the 
relief authorities option to drop 
these clients on the grounds that 
there are no WPA jobs for them. 
Meanwhile the case-workers refuse 
to certify for relief people in ac- 
tual and dire need. Even the nig- 
gardly sums appropriated for the 
hungry are thus kept frozen in the 
treasury, while individual case 
workers are awarded silver loving 
cups for "cutting the loads." 
Persecution of Mexican Workers 

The Mexican workers, most pov- 
erty-stricken of the Texas working 
class, are the especial objects o£ a 
vicious attack. Local offices of the 
National Reemployment Service 
are refusing to register non-citizens 
as a preliminary to their obtaining 
relief, although this miserly assist- 
ance is supposedly a wt liable to 
every needy person. Mexicans who 
protest are threatened with depor- 
tation while agents of the set-up 
proceed to inflame the more back- 
ward American workers with the 
Fascist expression, "This is a 
white man's country." In many 
cases, Mexicans actually born in 
this country have been denied as- 
sistance because tljey could not 
produce birth certificates. 

These are the factors existing in 
Texas during the most severe 
winter since the advent of the de- 
pression. Favorable factors exist 
for winning the impending strike. 
Hut there are other factors which 
the workers should understand and 
be ready to combat. 

The first factor is the extreme 
selfishness of the old line American 
Federation of Labor leaders. These 
well-paid representatives of labor 
are not particularly interested in 
(Continued on Page 2> 



Road Ms Cleared for 

Coup 



People's Front 
Abandons De- 
fense Corps 

By H. F. ROBERTS 

In Italy in 1021 Mussolini's 
Blackshirts organized and signed 
an agreement with the Italian So- 
cialist Party for "mutual" disarm- 
ament. This pact, made under 
government auspices at a time 
when the country teetered on the 
brink of civil war, led to the dis- 
appearance of the workers' Red 
Militia. Their path thus smoothed, 
the Blackshirts two years later 
took power and smashed what was 
left of Italian workers' organiza- 
tions. 

In Germany in 1932 Heinrich 
Hruening's Bonapartist government 
decreed the "dissolution" of mili- 
tary-political formations. After 
this ■'victory'' against the Fascists, 
the Rote Front, workers' combat 
organization, passed out of exist- 
ence. And the (Storm Troopers? 
Listen to Roehm, their leader: 

"But only the is informs and in- 
signia had to disappear. After 
tite dissolution, as before, the de- 
tachments of tfte Storm Troopers 
continued to train on the train- 
ing grounds of the Reiehswehr 
((■erman army) at Dohoeritz, as 
on other state training grounds. - 
Only (hey were no longer called 
tiie Storm Troops iiul the League 
of Popular German Sport. (From 
Roehm's Memoirs. ) 
A year later the armed Nazi rep- 
reseutati\es of the (ierman bour- 
geois state trampled underfoot the 
disarmed :«iici disoriented organiza- 
tions of the <ici'in;in working class. 
The Perfidious Example Followed 
In France last month the Social- 
ist and ytalini.--t parties bound 
themselves to a similar agreemen 
for ''mutual' 1 disarmament and 
dissolution. In it terrible scene of 
-reconciliation" in the Chamber of 
Deputies on Dec. l> the (socialist 
and Stalinist bureaut racles joined 
the Fascists to set the, seat on the 
betray:)! of the French workers, a 
betrayal not reduced one whit by 
the smokescreen of confusion, 
apology ami explanation with 
which the events were overclouded 
in the days that followed. The 
result was perfectly clear. 

The result gave the French bour- 
geoisie a new weapon in its system- 
atic drive against the French 
workers, in preparation for new 
turns in the screws of exploitation 
under a deepening crisis, and in 
preparation for war. 

After they had pubiicly disa- 
vowed any desire to organize the 
French workers to fight for revo- 
lutionary aims, after proclaiming 
their desire to avert civil war and 
achieve "la reconciliation franc- 
aise," the Socialist and Stalinist 
parties claimed a great "victory" 
for the People's Front. This "vie-, 
tory" must be examined with the 
utmost attention, for like all Stal- 
inist-reformist "victories" it is in 



reality a shattering disaster, pre- 
cursor of worse betrayals to come. 
The Fascist Danger Over? 

To listen to the People's Front- 
ists, the Fascist danger is practical- 
ly over. "Under the action o£ the 
People's Front," declared Cachin, 
"French Fascism is going through 
a deep crisis and the Hour of Hit- 
lerism (de la Itocque's zero hour) 
has been perforce postponed into 
the dim fogs of the future." (l'Hu- 
manite, Dec. 13.) How has this 
miratle been performed? By a.pro- 
letarian offensive against capital? 
But no, the voluntary disarmament 
in advance of the French working 
class has been proudly proclaimed 
by Blum, Cachin, 'Thorez and Co. 
It has come about through the 
passage of three laws by the Cham- 
ber of Deputies— three laws which 
upon examination turn out to be 
sharp weapons not against the 
Fascists but against the workers. 
And these laws were pushed 
through the. Chamber by the 
People's Front! How well the 
bourgeoisie knows how to use its 
lackeys '. 

On Dec. 3 the debate on the 



Si? - 1 estion for 
Stalinist SaSe» 



In the latest issue of the 1 
Communist International <Nov. j 
;■>, 1935) Manuilsky informs us' 
on page 1381: 

"Such a measure as the clos- 
ing of the Sue/ Canal demanded 
by tiie Second anil Amsterdam 
Interna* tonal follows the line of. 
the interests of British imperial- 
ism, which is displaying a very 
; suspicious love for the 'indepen 3 
deuce' of Ethiopia." 
i And on page 1515 of the same; 
(number we are told: fiiat: "The 
! Communist peace policy" in-' 
: eludes tiie "closing of Hie Suez 
I Canal"! I 

; Will the Daily Worker Ques-. 
fion Box resolve the contradic- 
tion? Or are we to conclude' 
that "tite Communist peace pol- 
icy'' falls in line with British 
i imperialism? 



Issue Call for 
Packing Meet 

A call has been issued to all 
packing house organizations and 
unorganized packing house workers 
in the Mid-West to meet in con- 
ference at Mason City, la., Satur- 
day and Sunday, January 11 and 12 
starting at 6 P.M. on Saturday. 

This Invitation was issued by 
representatives of the Mtd-jWest 
Union of All Packing House Work- 
ers of Cedar Rapids, la., and the 
Independent Union of All Workers 
of Austin. 



"factions leagues" opened in the 
French Chamber after I.aval had 
won two successive votes of confi- 
dence with the aid of a large sec- 
tion of the Radical t People's 
Front .1 votes influenced by Ilerriot, 
whose role in -support of I.aval was 
consistently covered over in the 
columns Of 1'IIumanite. 

(One of these votes of confidence 
was on the Laval-Harriot decree 
laws and deflation policy which 
was sustained by a Radical vote 
despite flic devastating charge by 
Vincent Anriol, Socialist, that the 
Laval economic program- "violated 
property rights"- — see Populaire, 
Nov. 30.) 

The keynote of the debate ou the 
political leagues was set by Ram- 
ette, Stalinist deputy, and Gnermit, 
a Radical, whose declarations are 
prominently featured in bold type 
by l'Humanite on Dec. 4 : 

Waving the French Flag 

Ramette : "While the People's 



Blum, Thorez 
In New Be- 
trayal 

Front is realizing the union of 
Frenchmen behind the Tricolor and 
the Red Flag, the government Is 
compromising itself with those who 
divide (the people) and foment 
civil war." 

..Guernut: "These (Fascist) mili- 
tias, prepared for civil war, are 
not for civilization but for barbar- 
ism. That is why we denounce 
them, condemn them and demand 
their dissolution." 

And in l'Humanite Vaillant-Cou- 
t.nrier wrote: "This is not a mat- 
ter of politics nor of economic de- 
mands. It is a question of troops 
for civil war. armed, trained, or- 
ganized in military style . . . wound- 
ing or killing Frenchmen. . . . 
Against them the country raises its 
demand for disarmament and dis- 
solution. The Chamber must heed." 

That day l'Humanite sedulously 
avoided reporting that Rdouard 
Ilerriot was moving heaven and 
earth to have his supporters sup- 
port Laval. Even Populaire did 
not hesitate to report— ami bemoan 
—that, fact ! 

La Rocque's Army 

During the course of the speeches 
in the Chamber on the Croix de 
i'cu, it was revealed that Col. de 
la lioetpie's Fascist organization 
lias grown to a force of 712,000 
men, armed, trained, organized, 
equipped with guns, machine guns, 
armored cars and even planes. 
This erL-.'i nidation — directly linked 
to the <:cnoral Staff and the' big 
French bourgeoisie — was to he dis- 
solved at the request of the People's 
Front by Laval, puppet of the same 
General Staff and the same big 
bourgeoisie. What a frightful com- 
edy! But the session of Dec. fi — 
which tiie Stalinists tried after- 
ward to dnb "comedy"- -heavily un- 
derscored the threat that the future 
-till holds. 

Ybarnegaray, a Croix de Fell 
deputy, rose and astounded his 
audience .by introducing a law pro- 
viding for the severe punishment 
of any private individual found in 
the possession of arms. 
- He denied that the Croix de Feu 
wanted Civil war (!) and declared 
that his "friend and brother," de 
la Itocque, was interested only in 
"cleansing" the Republic and de- 
fending the regime. 

"Can we not unite under the firm 
and salutary hand of the law?" 
asked the Fascist deputy. ''Do 
you want to feel on your faces the 
iwt breati) of civil war?"* He then 
declared that dissolution was an 
"ineffective and dangerous'* solu- 
tion but proposed disarmament by 
all political-military groupings. 
Disgusting Scene of "Reconciliation" 

Leon Blum rose to answer him — 
as he explained afterward in Popu- 
laire — spontaneously, out of a sheer 
upsurge of brotherly feeling. He 
(Continued from Page 3) 



Jjtica Conference of "Militants" 
Deepens Rupture in Socialist Party 



The split in the New XorH organ- 
ization of the Socialist party was 
deepened and broadened to a state- 
wide basis at the state conference 
of the Norman Thomas-"militant" 
group held at Utica last week end. 
At the same time, the "Old Guard," 
assembled in mass meeting at Coop- 
er Union Sunday, with sympathetic 
delegations of right wing socialists 
from other states, denounced Thom- 
as as a "traitor" and threatened to 
make a split in the national organ- 
ization if the N, B. C. recognizes 
the rival organization in New York. 

It appears from the representa- 
tion at the Utica conference that 
the Thomas group has the edge 
over the "Old Guard" in the state 
as well as in New York City. 88 
delegates were in attendance at the 
conference according to the official 
report, 43 from New York City and 
45 from upstate locals. Political is- 
sues were kepi in the background, 
the strategy of the "militants" ap- 
parently being to strive for the 
broadest possible support of the up- 
state locals on purely organization- 
al questions. The inactivity of the 
"Old Guard" state committee and 
its autocratic methods have alien- 
ated many of the locals whose 
members, as shown by the discus- 
sion at the conference, are far 
from understanding the political 
implications of the split. The per- 
sonal popularity of Norman Thom- 
as has also been a big factor in 
swinging a majority of the mem- 
bers of the. upstate as well as the 
New York City organization to the 



side of the new committee. 

"Activism" the Keynote 
The delegates, bent on having an 
"active" socialist party that will 
be democratic in its procedure and 
"inclusive" In its membership, man- 
ifested a determination to . carry 
through the split and to have done 
with the dead weight of the "Old 
Guard" once and for all. The res- 
olution adopted puts the Issue 
squarely np to the National Exec- 
utive Committee with a demand for 
the official recognition of the new 
committee. £The resolution follows; 
WHEREAS the State Commit- 
tee of the Socialist Party of New 
York has by its neglect of its 
duty to advance Socialism in the 
State of Sew York; by its con- 
tinuing sabotage of the National 
Party and by its wholly uncon- 
stitutional act In directing and 
supporting a wholesale exclusion 
of the most active Party mem- 
bers in New York State under 
(he guise of reorganizing the 
Party, has forfeited its legal and 
moral right to recognition as a 
State Committee in Hew York; 

THEREFORE BE IT RE- 
SOLVED that we assume the re- 
sponsibilities of an emergency 
convention of the Socialist Party 
of the State of New York and 
proceed to elect a representative 
State Committee and take soeh 
further action as may he neces- 
sary to save the Party in New 
York, and we instruct the State 
Committee to appear before the 
NEC at its next meeting to claim 



recognition as the State Commit- 
tee of New York. 

Issue up to K. E. C. 

Interest in the socialist contro- 
versy now shifts to Philadelphia 
where the National Executive Com- 
mittee meets the coming week end. 
'Die new state committee set up at 
the Utica conference will have a 
delegation there to demand recog- 
nition. Waldman, leader of the 
New York right wing has an- 
nounced in the press that the pres- 
ent "official" state committee will 
not attend and has declared that 
the recognition of the new commit- 
tee will be the signal for a nation- 
wide split. The Pennsylvania state 
committee, dominated by the right 
wing, has also warned the N. E. C. 
to give no support to the "seces- 
sionists" in New York. Mayor 
Hoan of Milwaukee, a powerful fig- 
ure in the N. B. C. and In the 
party, has declared for "unity" and 
will probably attempt to force a 
reconciliation of the two contend- 
ing organizations. This was. indi- 
cated in a personal letter from him 
to a party member which wes read 
at the Utica conference. The action 
taken at the Philadelphia meeting 
of the N. B. C. will very probably 
determine whether the split will be 
healed for the time being, localized 
to New York or extended on a na- 
tional scale. In the event of the 
latter eventuality Norman Thomas 
will undoubtedly carry a large ma- 
jority of the party with him In sup- 
port of the new state committee 
set up at Utica. 



Olson Calls out Militia 
In Strutwear Hosiery 
Strike in Minneapolis 

Troops Summoned After Cops Prove Helpless 

In Protecting Scabs in Face of Courage 

And Militancy of Striking Workers 

By CARL O'SHEA 

MINNEAPOLIS, Dee. 29.-FoIlowing a harrt-fought battle Thurs- 
day afternoon between pickets and scabs, at which half ** down police 
were stoned and clubbed and several scabs injured, sixty *■**«; 
Guardsmen were called out hy Governor Floyd B. Olson £iday noon 
to assist the local "law and order" agencies ,n preventing ™**«* 
orders" at the Stnttwear plant. A strike of ^■^XelrZtS 
of Hosiery Worker* local has been in effect at the Strutwear Hodery 
Company since August 15. The governor has announced that until 
we hTe surveyed The situation and decided on » deflate course, we 
will close the Strutwear plant." .,„,„,„., *„ 

Immediately after the sentencing of three pickets last Monday to 
fun- and six months in the workhouse, the Strutwear hosses, yf h 
the help of Mayor Latimer and the police, began thdr plan to gradually 

^__J - *iv open the plant. On Tuesday a 

crew of 20 finks were sent in to 



LatimerUrges 
Bosses Break 
Agreements 

Coal, Transfer Employers 

Reject Plan ro End 

Contracts with 574 



(From (lie Northwest Organizer) 

MINNEAPOLIS. Jan. I.— Tues- 
day morning headlines in the cap- 
iialNt ;ircs^ in Minneapolis 
■•-creamed th:it a committee of fifty 
business men had bearded Mayor 
Thomas Lsi tinier in his oflice to 
demand protection from the '-rack- 
eteering'' and industrial pence de- 
stroying ■•tactics" of (Jeneral I>riv- 



elean the machinery. (The nature 
of the operations are such that a 
full crew cannot begin work imme- 
diately. It takes about 30 days to 
build up the operations to a point 
where the foil working force can 
be used.) 

The striking union countered by 
msirihutin- ".f),00O leaflets among 
the Minneapolis workers, appealing 
for help on the picket line. 
The Workers Go Into Action 
On Thursday afternoon pickets 
rrffiin to gather to catch the scabs 
;,s (hoy came out nf the pUirit at 
4 -40. As the scaiv came out, pro- 
tected by M.~> cups, about -f>l> [tickets 
chiir.aort. TIalf a dozen cops wont 
do-''ii :>s tin- scabs were terrorized 
A. door or mi was torn off one of 
ti.e -..■.>!> car-: vvh'doivs werobriskeii 
hi other-. Five pickets were sur- 
rounded !>y cops ii'Kl hustled in* i 
u patrol wiisfou. Militant workers 
-■-■rnnifidi'd tiie wagon and threat- 
ened to dump it over unless their 
I brothers were released. The arrest- 



ers I'liion, Local ."j"4. 

The papers went on to say that ed pickets were released, and a 
this committee of business men , hurry call went in for more police- 
juolcsted vigorously t" the mayor j men. The ] icketiiig squadron witii- 
about the activities of Local 574 ' drew lor one hour, and then around 
anil demanded of his honor that . six o'clock made a last £1.( i»K de- 
he give them protection. | nioni-traliou. Dasliini; by the plant. 

These headlines; no doubt, made] armed with reeks, tiiey let fly at 
line reading for those who desire M:e windows, breaking a hundred 



the destruction of Local 574. They 
also, perhaps, created doubts in the 
minds of some of our stauncbest 
supporter* that everything was not 
as it should be. No doubt, the 
enemies of Local 574 were com- 
forted by these bold headlines, 
thinking that at last our union 
was going to be dragged in the mud 
and the start of the breaking up 
process was in sight. 

Those not familiar with the sit- 
iiation, however, overlooked one 
saliant, incontestable fact. The 
whole story was a tissue of lies 
and falsehoods, fabricated out of 
whole cloth by the champion union 
busters of the United States, Meyer 
Lewis, John Geary, Pat Corcoran 
and t'liff Hall, sided and abetted, 
aided by that champion jelly-fish of 
politicians, Thomas B. Latimer. 
The only truth in the whole report 
is that there was a meeting that 
morning in the mayor's office, the 
above mentioned trade union lead- 
( Continued on Page 3) 



2 Year Strike 
Is Called Off 



PATTERSON, N. J.— The strike 
of the Typographical employees Of 
the two Paterson dailies, was called 
off yesterday, when the union ad- 
mitted defeat and officially with- 
drew the pickets from the struck 
plants. 

The strike, which was poorly eon- 
ducted throughout, bad lasted for 
close to two years, dragging on 
wearily and hopelessly, without 
militancy and without leadership. 

Instead of concentrating their 
forces ou winning the strike, the 
union, under Stalinist influence, 
busied itself trying to compete with 
the publishers, and was finally 
successful in getting a few dollars 
together, mostly from labor 
sources, with the result that a new 
paper is now in existence in Pater- 
sou, the Paterson Press. In spite of 
its almost, completely labor back- 
ing the new paper is not going to 
be a labor paper, hut a "People's 
Paper," according to the new lingo. 

It is important to note that the 
strike, broken from the start by 
the fact that other crafts were al- 
lowed to work while the typos were 
out, failed to utilize the sympathy 
of other strikers when the dyers 
local was on strike, almost never 
attempted mass picketing, and kept 
itself in a sort of precarious exist- 
ence on the strike benefit of the 
International and on voluntary con- 
tributions from a number of locals 
throughout the country. 



or so, Hy the time additional po- 
lice had arrived, the pickets had 
disappeared. 

The determination of Minneapolis 
workers to keep the labor-bating 
Strutwear plant closed until it re- 
cognizee the union made it plain 
to the authorities that any further 
strike-breaking efforts would result 
in a major riot and further blood- 
shed. This the hated Mayor Lat- 
imer, Fanner- Labor incumbent, is 
not ready to take the responsibility 
for. Pleading an insufficient po- 
lice force, Latimer on Friday ap- 
pealed to the governor to send in 
the National Guard to take charge 
of the district surrounding the 
struck plant. Gov. Olson immedi- 
ately complied with the request, 
poiittoing out ,however, that the 
action would not be a declaration 
of martial law. Since Friday after- 
noon, the Strutwear plant has re- 
mained closed. A handful of uni- 
formed guardsmen, armed with 
bayonets, are patrolling the en- 
trances to the plant. 
Public Against Strutwear Bosses 

On Tuesday all negotiations be- 
tween the hosiery union and the 
Strutwear employers were abruptly 
broken off by the bosses, who have 
refused to make any concessions to 
the union. Public . sentiment is 
turning more and more sharply 
against the Citizens Alliance-led 
employers, and their Tory position 
Is leading to a mounting mass 
anger. Their practise of underpay- 
ing their workers, keeping them on 
"apprentice" wages for years, their 
use of spies, etc., is widely known 
throughout the industry and the 
city. 

It need hardly be pointed out 
that the present situation at the 
plant is very unhealthy. All those 
familiar with the long 1934 General 
Drivers strike know that the militia 
make mighty poor pickets ; that 
only the workers themselves can 
picket effectively. Also, it will be 
recalled that in a similar situation 
the governor proved that he was 
very sensitive to demands from, the 
right, and would change overnight 
the relationship of forces. The 
hosiery workers must have faith 
only In themselves and the working 
class forces whfch they can rally to 
their support. To expect the mili- 
tary to keep the plant closed until 
the bosses come to terms is to give 
way to a dangerous illusion. De- 
spite the fact that an election Is 
looming this coming year, and that 
therefore the public officials will 
conduct themselves in a careful 
manner, the Strutwear strikers 
must be eternally vigilant. Only 
anion workers can run machinery! 
Only workers can picket effective- 
ly! 
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Defense Groups 
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told the Chamber that the Social- 
ists had a few self-defense groups, 
not adding that these groups were 
organized' by i Bolshevik-Leninists 
and other comrades of the left wing 
against the positive sabotage of the 
Stalinist and Socialist bureaucra- 
cies. Blum was making no sacrifice 
on his own when he offered these 
hard-fought groups up on the altar 
of national reconciliation. We 
quote from the account given In 
Populaire on Dec. T: 

"Blumi I repeat— there Is no an- 
alogy between our self-defense 
groups and the semi-military 
leagues — which constitute a non- 
national army within the nation, 
but 1 say to M. Ybarnegaray: We 
are ready to destroy , our forma- 
tions, to dissolve them. Are you?" 
(Applause from extreme left, left, 
and many center benches). 

"Volts from center: Do you also 
speak for the Commonists? 

"Tborez: the Communist Party 
assolstes itself with the declara- 
tion made by M. Blum concerning 
the self-defense groups. 

"Guernut (Radical) : "And we, 
who haven't any, we associate our- 
selves too. (Laughter.) 

"Blum: This exchange can end 
with something very definite. You 
say, M. Ybarnegaray, 'We are ready 
to disarm.' To any extent that oar 
comrades are armed, we accept that 
also. To any extent that there ex- 
ists among us formations of a semi- 
military character, we are ready to 
dissolve them. Are you? 
' ./'Ybarnegaray: To the extent 
th) l ^'W organization has a seml- 
mnttaiT «:'«>ra*ter, y«*.* 

Up itcmped .Laval, congratulated 
the Chamber on this "triple declar- 
ation" and announced that he 
would draw tne "necessary conclu- 
sions" therefrom. 

That afternoon, Laval won a new 
vote of confidence, 351 to 219! 

Blum announced: "I express a 
feeling of joy and pride at the 
-thought that such a result which 
tw«s one of the essential objectives 
'of the People's Front should have 
been in part obtained." 

Thorez, however, had some ad- 
ditional remarks to make. Let 
them be described by his own con- 
frere, Valllaot-Couturter, who 
wrote (l'Humanite, Dec. 7) that 
he was "astonished to hear Leon 
Blum seriously put side by side 
the tiny self-defense groups of his 
party . . . with the forces of de la 
Rocque. . . . 

"Taken by surprise In the sud- 
denness of tile debate, Maurice 
Thorez said in a word that he 'as- 
sociated himself with tbe declara- 
tion of Leon Blum. Immediately 
Laval and then his press, with the 



BROWNSVILLE LECTURE 
MAX SHACHTMAN 

Editor New International 

will speak on 

"THE PEOPLE'S FROST" 

Friday, January 10, at 8:30 P.M. 

1776 Pitkin Aic, Brooklyn 



OPEN MEETING 
on 

"Will the Socialist Party and the 

Communist Party Unite?' 1 

TUESDAY, .IAN. 7, 8:30 P.M. 

131 East 103rd Street 

Harlem Branch, N. Y. C. 



SAN FRASCISCO FORUMS 

A series of four lectures on Wnr, 
beginning January fi, will be given 
at the San' Francisco hranch head- 
quarters af 10S9 Kleiner Street. 
The first lecture will be entitled 
''The Fundamental Causes of War" 
to he followed by "The Immediate 
Wnr Danger": "The Lessons of the 
War i,f 1911-1918": and "The 
Struggle AjrjiliiRt Imperialist War.'* 

Tlie leeturei'. Murray Weiss, will 
deal with the Halo-Ethiopian con- 
flict, the role of tile Second Inter- 
national in 1914. the present role 
of the two Internationals, and the 
neeessiiy of ilie Fonrfh Internation- 
al. 
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help of enormous headlines, tried 
to make an argument against the 
alleged 'combat groups' of tbe 
Communists. And suddenly our 
party saw Itself presented as hav- 
ing made a sacred union with the 
Croix de Feu." 

How thoroughly illogical that 
anybody should describe a common 
accord among Fascists, Socialists 
and Communists as a "union sac- 
ree"!! The Stalinists were so dis- 
mayed that they headed their ac- 
count of the day's proceedings: 
"Sacred Union with the Enemies 
of the People? Never!" And how 
could anybody charge the Stalinist 
party with having "combat groups"? 
Listen to Vatllant: 

"Thorez, during the course of the 
day . . . rose with vigor against 
this absurd legend. No, our party 
has never had any semi military 
organization! . . . 

la the Chamber Thorez declared: 
"I associated myself with tbe dec- 
laration of Leon Blum, but I re- 
peat here that the laws for the dis- 
solution of the seroi military organ- 
izations cannot apply to us because 
we hare not and never have had 
armed groups." 

Fire at the Bolsheviks 
To level such a charge against 
the Stalinist party was foul provo- 
eation. When Ybarnegaray mount- 
ed the tribune to deny that the 
Crofx de Feu sought civil war, he 
tried also to prove that the People's 
Front, was threateningly militant. 
To find an expression of the revo- 
lutionary will of the workers he 
had to go to Revolution, organ of 
the Revolutionary Socialist Youth 
allied to the French Bolshevik- 
Leninists, organ of Fred Zeller, 
partisan of tbe Fourth Internation- 
al! And what did he quote? He 
quoted passages urging the forma- 
tion of a workers' militia, urging 
the workers to train for mobilisa- 
tion against the Fascists, to arm 
themselves against the heavily- 
armed Fascists. 

But, stoutly maintains l'Human- 
ite, "this is a sheet edited by pro- 
vocateurs whom we have long de- 
nounced.. It is with such texts that 
Ybarnegaray tried to 'prove' that 
there are combat groups on the 
left!" Oh, no, nobody Is going to 
pin such a mailclous charge on the 
Stalinists! 

Quoting Blum that the left has 
only had "small defense groups," 
l'Humanite nods fervently : "And 
this is true. There is no armed or- 
ganization of the left, no groups 
organized for street fighting. No 
shock troops or semi-military 
leagues. Only the Fascist leagues 
are armed and militarized." 
Omits Names 
What about these laws, then, 
that were rushed through the 
Chamber of Deputies on the night 
of' Dec. 6 aimed at all and any 
political organizations which might 
take on the character of armed 
militia, which might cause armed 
demonstrations in the streets or 
which might "attempt by force to 
•ittack the republican form of gov- 
ernment"? 

Were they aimed at the Fascists? 
They were passed by a majority of 
408 to 179 — hailed as a "powerful 
left majority" and a "victory for 
the People's Front"? If they were, 
why was a motion, introduced by 
a Stalinist deputy, asking the bill 
to specify the names of the organ- 
izations in view, voled down by 380 
to 14S? This fact is buried way 
down in the bottom of the story 
published In l'Humanite and is not 
mentioned at all in Populaire. 

In other words, the Laval-de la 
Rocque maneuver resulted in the 
twissage of a law which gives the 
Honapartist regime still more lee- 
way to keep Ihe path to Fascism 
clear. How easy it will be for the 
Croix de Feu to get itself "author- 
ized by the War Ministry to give 
military training," a- condition 
which excepts it from the applica- 
tion of the law! And the Seriate, 
isassin« the law this week, obliging- 
ly inscrled the proviso that it nIiiiII 
not apply to "sport organizations" 
--shades of ISrueniuj-'-Roohin ! ! 
Taliinct Empowered to "Dlssolie" 
Sttch was the People's Front \ie- 
; lory! Hut wait, there is more. 
The law !!.■• in trod v coil by Lava! 
iriginally wauled lo tfiv'e the right 
to dissolve .such political leagues 
Id the courts. Ou the insistence of 
the People's Front — this was hailed 
! as an especial victory the next day 
! — ibis power was taken from the 
| cunris and given to the Cabinet 
| which was auliiorixed to issue a 
j simple decree to achieve its pur- 
pose ! 

Leon Blum, the defender of dem- 
ocratic rights, explained (Popu- 
laire, Dec. 9) that this was "the 
only rapid, efficient method." And 
Unreel Cachin, who has Ven howl- 
in" for months that the courts try 
de la Itocque (see l'Humanite, Nov. 
IS) explained it in more detail: 

"The ministers proposed to give 
this job (of dissolution) to the 
correctional magistrates. ... On 
that, comrades, we know where we 
stand. We know what the magis- 
tracy of the bourgeoisie is. Long 
experience shows us that it is al- 
ways at the mercy of power, that 
It is terrible and pitiless against 
workers and all antifascists, that 
it has infinite tolerance and kindli- 
ness for the Fascists . . . and then, 
ff the courts take it, there will be 
Interminable delays. . . .*' 
The magistracy is all these things 



and therefore cannot be trusted to 
dissolve the Fascist leagues. But, 
pray, Is the government of Pierre 
Laval not also all and more of 
these things? 

Cachtn writes: "The majority of 
the Chamber wanted to give the 
Laval government efficacious weap- 
ons which it could use immediately 
against the armed leagues. . . . The 
Chamber wanted, and rightly, that 
Paganon (minister of interior) 
should immediately, dissolve the 
leagues." 

Not a magistrate but Laval-Pa- 
gano can do the Job. Due process 
of law? Poof! What is this, oh 
ye defenders of democracy? 
Fascists Free Their Hands 
Having forced the hand of the 
People's Front and caused it to ex- 
pose its readiness to lay the fate 
of the French proletariat down on 
the altar of "civil peace"— the Fas- 
cists next day conveniently went 
back on their "promise" and de la 
Rocque announced resumption of 
"full liberty of action." This did 
not please Blum who announced 
(Populaire, Dec 11): "The propo- 
sition I made in the name of my 
friends still holds." 

On Dec. 11 the People's Front 
formally announced that it "had 
won its first victory." ' 

"The chiefs of the Fascist leagues 
spoke of national reconciliation," 
reads the formal statement pub- 
lished both in Populaire and l'Hu- 
manite. "But when it came to act- 
ing, they refused to renounce their 
civil war organizations. The peo- 
ple's organization detests civil war. 
It seeks the dissolution and dis- 
armament of semi-military organiz- 
ations to bar the way to civil war. 
It is to spare the country from 
civil war that today, before the 
volte-faee (!) of the Fascist lead- 
ers, it adjures the organizations 
and masses of the People's Front 
to see that the Chamber laws are 
applied in letter and spirit." 

In other words, sacred union 
only awaits Fascist compliance. 

The Stalinists naturally have had ' 
to fight baek doubts and protests 
in their own ranks. "There was 
doubt for a moment In the minds 
of some, but it has now vanished," 
said Thorez at a meeting Dec. 12. 
Bolshevik-Leninists Real 'Target 
On Dec 12 the Permanent Ad- 
ministrative Committee of the So- 
cialist Party congratulated Blum 
and his fellow -deputies for the way 
in which they "applied all the de- 
cisions of the party in the ever- 
vigilant struggle against the Fas- 
cist peril and the civil war mak- 
ers." A few days before the Na- 
tional Council had confirmed the 
expulsion from the party of the 
Bolshevik-Leninist leaders. The 
proximity of these two facts is 
more than eloquent. With the Stal- 
inists it was even more striking. 

On Dec. 12, under the heading in 
bold type: "For the Union of the 
People of France," l'Humanite re- 
ports the proceedings of the Polit- 
ical Bureau of the Stalinist party 
which congratulated Thorez on his 
conduct In the Chamber and once 
again "emphasized before all the 
workers the dastardly role of Trot- 
skyism — advance guard of counter- 
revolution." 

Why? Because the Bolshevik- 
Leninists alone call treason by its 
right name. Because the Bolshe- 
t ik-Lemnists call for a program 
of revolutionary action, for a 
workers' militia, for the over- 
throw of the Bonapartist regime, 
for the dissolution of the Fascists 
by workers' action, for the estab- 
lishment of a Workers and Peas- 
ants Government, for the forma- 
tion of a new revolutionary party 
in France which will have done 
with the betrayals of the old 
bureaucracies; In short, for the 
program of the Fourth Interna- 
tional! 
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ers were present and his honor, 
Tom Latimer, was there to meet 
the committee. 

Now, let us stop for a moment, 
and reason things out. How did a 
committee of flfty business men 
gather themselves together, decide 
on a common program, and descend 
on the mayor's office at a certain 
stated time? 

Well, first of all, committees do 
not gather themselves, they are 
always gathered by someone. In 
this case the gatherer was none 
other than the preeent mayor; he 
did not only gather the committee 
together but he sent them a special 
invitation to attend. 

The most peculiar part about 
the whole affair is this, that thej 
so-called "committee" did not 
know what they were there for 
until Tom told them what it was 
all about. 

When they were assembled In 
the mayor's office at ten o'clock 
they sat around half an hour wait- 
ing for Latimer to arive, discussing 
among themselves as to what the 
meeting was all about. 

When his honor appeared half 
an hour late, he wasted no time 
with an apology over his late ap- 
pearance but immediately launched 
into a bitter tirade against Local 
574, its leaders and its policies. 
He advised, more tha» that, he 
demanded, that these employers, 
who comprised representatives from 
the coal and transfer industry, 
that they break all existing con- 
tracts that they might have with 
Local 574 and compel their em- 
ployees to organise into the new 
A. F. of L. union that has been 
set up here. 

He said that all the law enforce- 
ment agencies of toe city, county 
and state would stand behind the 
employers in the event they decid- 
ed to take this step. He told the 
employers they had nothing to fear 
from 574, that the police were pre- 
pared to deal roughly with its 
members or leaders who would 
object to this contract-breaking 
program. He asked the employers' 
transfer committee what they 
thought of this program. 

Their spokesman replied briefly 
that they had a signed agreement 
with Local 574, that they had found 
this union honorable and honest In 
all its dealings. The spokesman 
said that there was now industrial 
iieace in Minneapolis insofar as 
the driving crafts were concerned, 
that It seemed strange to him that 
Latimer who had pleaded for in- 
dustrial peace, was now proposing 
a program that spelled industrial 
warfare. 

The transfer employers stated 
that as far as their group was 
concerned they had entered into 
contractual relations with 574 
honestly and intended to abide by 
the terms of that contract. 

At this point, tire transfer em- 
ployers were excused. 

Then Latimer, with the help of 
Lewis and Hall, made the same 
proposal to the coal employers' 
committee. They also rejected this 
dishonest and vicious proposal on 
the same grounds as did the trans- 



fer group. 

Conniving and double dealing 
are nothing new on the part of 
Lewis, Hall and Geary. It is to 
be expected from the characterless 
kind of people as we know them 
to be, hut why Thomas E. Latimer, 
Farmer-Labor mayor of Minneapo- 
lis, has injected himself into this. 
disgraceful situation, is something 
that every worker has a right to 
know. 

Why has Tom Latimer,- who has 
never been a member of the A. F. 
of L., suddenly decided to become 
the Messiah and Moses of the 
Teamsters International? 

The only union Latimer ever be- 
longed to was the Western Federa- 
tion of Miners, an I.W.W. organiz- 
ation, condemned and cursed by 
the A. F. of L. bureaucracy for 
years. 

The action of Latimer merely 
means that he is following the 
same line of conduct that has 
characterized his whole administra- 
tion. He lends his willing ear to 
the conniver 'that happens to be 
nearest to him and goes in tie 
direction that he is shoved the 
hardest 

Do Latimer, Lewis and Corcoran 
believe that contracts are made to 
be broken? For years we have 
listened to the A. F. of L. bureau- 
crats whine about the sacredness 
of contracts between unions and 
employers. Does this mean that 
they are no longer sacred? 

The astounding part about the 
whole affair is that this disgrace- 
ful and crooked swindle on the 
part of these A. F. of L. represen- 
tatives happens at a time when a 
"truce" has been officially declared 
by the Central Labor Union be- 
tween Local 574 and the rest of 
the Minneapolis trade union move- 
ment. 

Is this the sort of a truce that 
gangsters declare? 

While we are binding up the 
wonnds of our enemy, do they 
think that we are going to allow 
ourselves to be stabbed in the back? 
Perhaps the contracts that are held 
by the Milk Wagon Drivers Union 
are not sacred either. 

We shall see. 

If this la a declaration of war 
on the part of the Teamsters In- 
ternational, we are prepared. 

But we will conduct our fight in 
the open without the aid of politi- 
cians and law enforcement agen- 
cies. 



ILLINOIS, IOWA BELIEF 

WORKERS PLAN WALKOUT 

Walkouts of relief workers in 
Illinois and Iowa against the 
Roosevelt starvation wage scales of 
the W.P.A. seem destined to give 
federal officials a headache early In 
the new year. 

In Iowa the walkout has been 
called for January 2 while an ori- 
ginal December 18 zero hour in 
Illinois has been Bet back In order 
that the workers of both states 
may act in concert. Illinois WPA 
officials have already offered a 10 
percent wage boost-bribe in an ef- 
fort to klU the strike. 



Student Unity Conference 
Clashes on War Policy 



Readers are urged to boycott 
(Iks following stores as all are un- 
fair to organized labor; 

May Department Store, 510 Ful- 
ton St., Brooklyn. 

National Shoe Stores, A. S. Beck, 
and Wise Shoe Stores. 

Cushmau Baking Co. (Cushman 
Stores) and their by-products Tas- 
ty-Bread and Sllvercup Bread. 

United Cigar Stores. 

Adams Hat Stores. 



SCRATCH A SECTARIAN . . . 

On another page of the NEW 
MILITANT comrade Trotsky Shows 
the close proximity between cent- 
rist] and sectarianism. We are in 
a position here to adduce additional 
proof for this contention in the 
form of the recent antics of the 
French Lhuflller group. The Lhuil- 
lier group -split from the Bolshevik- 
Leninist Group of Prance when the 
latter entered the Socialist Party 
of France (S.F.I.O.). This group 
s.'t up a bhi howl (i.e. bi;i for Us 
size since it numbered a mere 
linker's dozen i. claiming the Bol 
■jlif'vik- Leninists had ''capitulated," 
"broken with Marxism." ad natis- 
oiiiii. Thii if did In spite of the 
laudable revolutionary work of the 
liol.shevik-Leninist:- who propagat- 
ed openly and bravely all the 
1'i'iiii'iples held by them prior to the 
cut i'v. Even the expulsion of the 
Bolshevik-Leninist youth and adult 
leaders by the social-patriotic re 
formist bureaucracy and the violent 
attacks on them by the Stalinists 
made no difference to this hopeless 
clique. They lived in a world un- 
sullied by reality. 

Now the news reaches us that 
the Lhuillier group has entered the 
S.F.I.O. ! It forgot its "principles" 
almost as rapidly as the world for- 
got it. And moreover — in the S.P. 
they are already combining with 
centrist opponents of - the Fourth 
International, voting for Pi vert's 
resolution and against that of the 
Bolshevik-Lenin lsts. 

Like their fellow -sectarian, Bauer 
of Germany, who began with loud 
shrieks about "Trotsky's return to 
Menshevism" only to turn up as 
the most vitriolic opponent of the 
Fourth International in the reac- 
tionary S.A.P. sect, the Lhuillier 
group has completed the cycle- 
sectarianism to centriBm. . . . 
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only points upon which we all 
-agree" and therefore proposed that 
the Oxford Pledge should not be 
included in the program, that only 
compulsory B.O.T.C. should he con- 
demned, that student demonstra- 
tions should be called after school 
hours "so as not to antagonize the 
authorities." 

An K.O.T.C. officer from C.C.N.Y. 
stated that he was disappointed 
with the radical ( !) tone of the con- 
vention. He protested that this was 
contrary to the impression that he 
was given of the purpose of the 
student organization. 

That next year he would be a 
regular In the U.S. Army and would 
be loyal to the government There- 
fore he would be compelled to with- 
draw if the proposed program were 
adopted. From this incident alone, 
one can get a good picture of the 
Impression given the students as to 
the "broad" character tbe student 
unioH" wonld take. 

Spartacus delegates and several 
students in agreemen ; with them 
attacked the pacifist and "above 
class" character of the program. 
Their substitute program was never 
presented to the delegates. 

With minor amendments the 
draft program was adopted. No- 
minations were'then made for tbe 
incoming national committee. Then 
the resolutions committee brought 
In a report on the war resolution. 

The S.L.I.D. supplementary re- 
solution was reported by the minor- 
ity of the resolutions . committee. 
An effective defense was made by 
Hal Draper of the T.P.S.L. The 
majority of the committe contended 
that since the Oxford Pledge had 
already been adopted there was no 
se-se in "speculating as to the 
possible wars which may arise." 
The majority of the committee had 
no substitute resolutions to intro- 
duce. 

The S.L.I.D. resolution was then 
voted on section by section. Stalin- 
ist representatives stated that the 
resolution was extraneous ! "Of 
course we are against so-called 
'defensive wars* " "Nobody is for 
a war of the United States or 
'democratic' nations against Fascist 
nations." However they would sup- 
port these sections. The first two 
Jjarts- were therefore carried. 

On the third section (no Support 
of the U.S. if it were allied to "a 
progressive w non-imperial 1st pow- 
er") was greeted by the Stalinists 
with the cry of "anti-Soviet slan- 
der." They repeated ad nauaeum 
that since they supported the Ox- 
ford pledge they had declared them- 
selves against any war in which the 
U.S. government was involved. They 
could however make no direct at- 
tack on the section under dispute. 
To reject it out of hand without a 
substitute might have endangered 
the fusion. The S.L.I.D. and the 
Yipsels had made this clear even 
before the convention in their press 
and at negotiations. 

The Stalinists therefore intro- 
duced a substitute motion. It called 
for support of the Ethiopian and 
Chinese people and an attack on 
the Liberty League and Hearst. It 
concluded : 

"At the same time we reject the 
use of such support of the people 
of Ethiopia and China as a pretext 
for war or steps leading to war on 
the part of the United States Gov- 
ernment. This convention states 
further that whatever other form 
the alignment of intemationalfor- 
ees may take we will oppose the 
participation of our government in 
war, we will he against voting for 
war credits and of other military 
steps." 

This motion undoubtedly is in 
contradiction to the policy of the 
Stalinists. However the vagueness 
of the Innguage and the manner in 
which they opposed the S.L.I.D. 
resolution shows that they tried to 
avoid the issue lest it break up the 
fusion. In a sense the substitute 
was a partial victory for the anti- 
Stalinist forces. 

The Yipsels tried at the last min- 
ute- to make up for their previous 
conciliatory conduct. They attack- 
ed the Stalinist motion because It 
was abstract and equivocal. 'One 
speaker referred to Mike (Sold's 
statement that young Socialists 
should join the U.S. army if the 
U.S. were allied with the Soviet 
I'nion In a war against Japan. The 
effect of this reference was negated 
by her further statement that Gold 
had retracted the first position; in 
reality his so-called retraction was 
worse than his original comment. 
The Stalinist reply was that Mike 
Gold is only a columnist and novel- 
ist- 

The Spartacus delegation an- 
nounced that it would support the 
S.L.I.D. resolution with a statement 
of its own including a Marxist 
analysis of the general causes of 
war, the specific war problems to- 
day and the solution to war. The 
statement was read to the conven- 
tion. Immediately thereupon a lead- 
ing Yipsel delegate asked that the 
statement be considered as a re- 
solution and discussion be permit- 
ted on the question However when 
this was attempted the chairman 
ruled it out of order. Earlier In 
the convention the Spartacus sub- 
stitute motion on war to the pro- 
gram was tabled to the -program 
committee so that It would be 
buried before any discussion could 



take place on the convention floor. 

The Stalinist substitute motion 
was adopted by a vote of 193 to 
155, with many of the young So- 
cialists regreting that they had not 
put up a fight on the question of 
war under the discussion on pro- 
gram and had previously voted to 
table the Spartacus substitute re- 
solution ou war. 

The S.L.I.D. steering committee 
met and considered how the adop- 
tion of the last motion affected the 
fusion. A spokesman reported that 
while they considered the adopted 
rotation equivocal and unsatisfac- 
tory they would go through with 
the fusion and fight for a correct 
position along the line of their own 
resolution. 

AI Hamilton then. took the floor 
in the; name of the Y. P. S. L. He 
repeated In sharper form the de- 
claration of the S. L. I. D. He 
stated that his organization wanted 
the convention to adopt a clear po- 
sltoin againBt war. (From the re- 
sults It Is obvious that they did not 
know when and how to fight for 
such a position). The Y. P. S. L. 
Is for the defense of the Soviet 
Union but will not support the U.S. 
even if It were to be In alliance 
with the S. U. They would contin- 
ue to fight for their position in the 
A. S. U. and fight for its adoption 
at the subsequent convention. 

Adam Lapin replied in the name 
of the "Communists." He welcomed 
the statements of the S. L. I. D. 
and Y. P. S. L. and stated that uni- 
ty was possible despite differences. 
He did not comment on the point 
in dispute, glossing over the basic 
differences between the two organ- 
izations. 

Bernard Forrest then asked for 
the floor in the name of the Spar- 
tacus Youth League. He declared 
that the last minute dispute on the 
question 'of war was a complete 
vindication of the course of the 
Spartacus delegates and those 
working with them in fighting for 
a revolutionary position on war to 
he Included in the program of the 
organization. He further stated 
that the delegates would conduct 
themselves loyally within the A. 
S. U. while continuing to fight for 
their position. Nineteen delegates 
signed the' program of the Sparta- 
cus Youth League. This included 
students from Chicago, Illinois uni- 
versity, Akron University, New 
York University. C.C.N.Y., Hunter 
College, Ba del Iff, Connecticut, Wes- 
ley an, Michigan Univ. and other 
universities and high schools. 

The Congress decided that any 
student eould belong to the A.S.U. 
who agreed with the program "in 
part or whole," A national com- 
mittee of thirty was elected. The 
leading officers are members of the 
Yipsels. 

The special convention issue of 
Young Spartacus was well received 
by a good section of the delegates. 

The dispute on the question of 
war was the prelude to the eon- 
flict that will take place within the 
organization and shatter all spur- 
ious unity. 
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the unskilled. In fact, their only 
concern is simply for those trained 
workmen who have heen able to 
continue the heavy dues and as- 
sessments of the craft unions. The 
restlessness of the Texas workers 
forces tie union politicians to take 
some action, but these leaders are 
known for their ability to translate 
phrases into sell-outs. An element 
playing directly into their hands is 
the feeling of the unskilled that 
they need not organize: that the 
A. F. of L. will present them with 
a successful strike purely out of 
human kindness. 

Lack of Coordination 

Another unfavorable circumstance, 
is the lack of coordination existing 
between the different unemployed 
orjra nidations of the slate. Last 
year, representatives of every un- 
employed and several sympathetic 
groups drew up a common plat- 
form and program of action. This 
united front eventually passed into 
Ihe hands of the Communist Party 
which let it crumble, since "the 
Farmer- Labor Party' was becom- 
ing the line for the moment. Now 
the C.P. is instructing its unem- 
ployed contacts to purchase A. F. 
of L. charters, and to work directly 
under the supervision of the state 
federation officials. 

An immediate task for the un- 
employed of Texas is the sett'i.g 
up of a state committee which will 
serve as a central strike apparatus. 
Only thus will the A. F. of L. lead- 
ers be forced to keep their promise 
of cooperation with local groups of 
project workers. The coming 
struggle will be the most Important 
and probably the most bitter class 
conflict in the history ot the state. 
The workers must be fully prepared 
to deal with the mobs of national 
guardsmen and police that will be 
unleashed against them. 



THEATER BENEFIT 

Tickets are now available for 
the theatre party "Let Freedom 
King" Monday evening, Jan. 13 at 
the district office, 5E^E. 11th St. 
Prices range from 30c up to $1.50, 
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Sectarianism, Centrism, and the Fourth International 
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By LEON TROTSKY 

It would be absurd to deny the 
presence of sectarian tendencies 
in our midst. They have been laid 
bare by an entire series of discus- 
sions and splits. Indeed, how could 
an element of sectarianism have 
failed to manifest Itself in an 
ideological movement which stands 
irreconcilably opposed to all the 
dominant organizations in the 
working class, and which Is "sub- 
jected to monstrous, absolutely un- 
precedented persecutions all over 
the world? Reformists and cen- 
trists readily seize upon every oc- 
casion to point a finger at our 
"sectarianism"; and most of the 
time, they have in mind not our 
weak but our strong side: our ser- 
ious attitude toward theory; our 
effort to plumb every political situ- 
ation to the bottom, and to advance 
ulear-JCUt slogans; our hostility to 
"easy" and "comfortable" decisions 
which deliver from cares today, 
but prepare a catastrophe on the 
morrow. Coming from opportun- 
ists, the accusation of sectarianism 
is most often a compliment. 

Marxian Distinctions 

Curiously enough, however, we 
are often accused of sectarianism 
not only by reformists and Centrists 
but by opponents from the "left," 
the notorious sectarians, who might 
well be placed as exhibits In any 
museum. The basis for their dis- 
satisfaction with us lies in our ir- 
reconcilability to themselves, in 
our striving to purge ourselves of 
the infantile sectarian diseases, 
and to rise to a higher level. 

To a superficial mind it may 
seem that such words as sectarian, 
centrists, etc., are merely polemical 
expressions exchanged by oppo- 
nent) for lack of other and more 
appropriate epithets. Yet the con- 
cept of sectarianism as well as the 
concept of ceatristn has a precise 
meaning in a Marxist dictionary. 
Marxism has built a scientific pro- 
gram upon the laws that govern 
the movement of capitalist society, 
and which were discovered by it. 
This fa « colossal conquest! How- 
ever, it Is not enough to create a 
correct program. It is necessary 
that the working class accept it. 
But the sectarian, in the nature of 
thing*, comes to a stop upon the 
flrst half of the task. Active inter- 
vention Into the actual struggle of 
the workers' masses is supplanted 
Tor him by an abstract propaganda 
of a Marxist program. 

The Sectarian View of Society 

Every working class party, every 
faction passes during Its initial 
Stages through a period of pure 
propaganda, i.e., the training of its 
cadres. The period of existence as 
a Marxist circle ingrafts invariably 
habits of an abstract approach to 
the problems of the workers' 
movement. He who is unable to 
step In time over the confines of 
tills circumscribed existence be- 
comes transformed into a conserva- 
tive sectarian. The sectarian looks 
upon the life of socfety as a great 
school, with himself as a teacher 
there. In bis opinion the working 
class should put aside its less im- 
portant matters, and assemble In 
solid rank around his rostrum: 
then the task would be solved. 

Though he swear by Marxism In 
every sentence, the sectarian is the 
direct negation of dialectic mate- 
rialism which takes experience as 
Its point of departure, and always 
returns to it. A sectarian does not 
understand the dialectic action and 
reaction between a finished pro- 
gram and a living, that is to say, 
Imperfect and unfinished mass 
struggle. The sectarian's method 
of thinking is that of rationalist, 
a formalist, and an enlightener. 
During a certain stage of develop- 
ment rationalism is progressive, 
being directed "critically against 
blind beliefs and superstitions (the 
Eighteenth century ! ) . The pro- 
gressive stage of rationalism is re- 
peated in every great emancipatory 
movement. But rationalism (ab- 
stract propagandlsm) becomes a re- 
actionary factor the moment it is 
directed against the dialectic. Sec- 
tarianism is hostile to dialectics 
(not in words but in action) in the 
sense that it turns its back upon 
the actual development of the 
working class. 

Ready-Made Formulas 

The sectarian lives in a sphere of 
ready made formulas. As a rule 
life passes him by without noticing 
him; but now and then he receives 
in passing such a fillip as makes 
him turn 180 degrees around his 
axis, and often makes him continue 
on his straight path, only ... in 
the opposite direction. Discord 
with reality engenders in the sec- 
tarian the need to constantly ren- 
tier his formulas more precise. 
This goes under the name of dis- 
cussion. To a Marxist discussion 
is an important but a functional 
instrument of the class struggle. 
To the sectarian discussion Is a 
goal in Itself. However, the more 
that he discusses all the more do 
the actual tasks escape htm. He 
is like a man who satisfies his thirst 
with salt water; the more he 
drinks, the thirstier he becomes. 
Hence the constant irritability of 
the sectarian, wtho slipped him the 
■salt? Assuredly, the "capitula- 
tors" from the International Secre- 
tariat. The sectarian sees an enemy 
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in everyone who attempts to ex- 
plain to him that an active partici- 
pation in the workers' movement 
demands a constant study of ob- 
jective conditions, and not haughty 
bulldozing from the sectarian ros- 
trum. For analysis of reality the 
sectarian substitutes intrigue, gos- 
sip, and hysteria. 

Twins and Antipodes 

Centrism is in a certain sense the 
polar opposite of sectarianism; It 
abhors precise formulas, seeks 
routes to reality outside of theory. 
But, despite Stalin's famous for- 
mula, "antipodes" often turn out 
to be . . . "twins." A formula de- 
tached from life is hollow. Living 
reality cannot be grasped without 
theory. Thus; both of them, the 
sectarian and the centrist, depart 
in the end with empty hands and 
join together ... in their feeling 
of animosity towards the genuine 
Marxist 

How many times have we met a 
smug centrist who reckons himself 
a "realist" merely because he sets 
out to swim without any ideological 
baggage whatever and Is tossed by 
every vagrant current. He is un- 
able to understand that principles 
are not dead ballast but a life line 
for a revolutionary swimmer. The 
sectarian, on the other hand, gen- 
erally does not want to go swim- 
ming at all, in order not to wet his 
principles. He sits on the shores 
and reads lectures on morality to 
the flood of the class struggle. But 
sometimes a desperate sectarian 
leaps headlong into the water, 
seizes hold of the centrist and 
helps him drown. So was It; so 
will it be. 

• ♦ » 

In our epoch of disintegration 

and dispersion there are to be 
found a good many circles In var- 
fous countries who have acquired 
a Marxist program, most often by 
borrowing it from the Bolsheviks, 
and who then turned their ideolo- 
gical baggage into a greater or 
lesser degree of ossification. 

Let us -take for example the best 
specimen of this type, namely the 
Belgian group led by comrade Ver- 
eecken. On August 10 the Sparta- 
kus, the organ of this group, an- 
nounced its adherence to the 
Fourth International. This an- 
nouncement was to be welcomed. 
But at the same time it Is neces- 
sary to state beforehand that the 
Fourth International would be 
doomed if it made concessions to 
sectarian tendencies. 

Vereecken'a Predictions 

Vereecken was in his own time 
an irreconcilable opponent of the 
entry of the French Communist 
League into the Socialist Party. 
There is no crime in this : the 
question was a new one, the step a 
risky one, differences were entirely 
permissible. In a certain sense, 
equally permissible, or, at any rate, 
unavoidable were exaggerations In 
the Ideological struggle. Thus, 
Vereecken predicted the Inevitable 
ruin of the international organiza- 
tion of the Bolshevik-Leninists as 
a result of its "dissolution" in the 
Second International. We would 
advise Vereecken to reprint today 
in the Spartakus bis yesteryear's 
prophetic documents. But this is 
not the chief evil. Worse yet is 
the fact that in its present declar- 
ation Spartakus confines itself to 
evasively pointing 1 out that the 
French section remained true to its 
principles "in a considerable, we 
m&y even say, a large measure." 
If Vereecken behaved as a Marxist 
politician should, he would have 
stated clearly and definitely where- 
in did our French section depart 
from its principles, and he would 
have given a direct and an. open 
answer to the question of who 
proved to be right: the advocates 
or the opponents of entry V 

Democratic Centralism 

Vereecken is even more incorrect 
in hfs attitude toward our Belgian 
section tbat entered into the re- 
formist Labor Party. Instead of 
studying the experiences resulting 
from the work carried on under 
new conditions and criticizing the 
actual steps taken, If they merit 
criticism, Vereecken keeps on com- 
plaining about the conditions of 
the discussion in which he suffered 
defeat. The discussion, you see, 
was incomplete. Inadequate, and 
disloyal : Vereecken failed to satis- 
fy his thirst with salt water. There 
Is no "real" democratic centralism 
in the League! In relation to the 
opponents of the entry the League 
evinced . . . "sectarianism." It is 
clear that comrade Vereecken has 
a liberal and not a Marxist con- 
ception of sectarianism: in this he 
obviously draws close to the cen- 
trists. It is not true that the dis- 
cussion was inadequate; It was 
carried on for several months, 
orally and in the press, and on an 
international scale, besides. After 
Vereecken had failed to convince 
others that marking time in one 
place is the best revolutionary 
policy, he refused to abide by the 
decisions of the national and Inter- 
national organizations. The rep- 
resentatives of the majority told 



Vereecken on more than one occa- 
sion that if experience proved that 
the step taken was incorrect, we 
would rectify the mistake jointly. 
Is it really possible that after the 
twelve years' struggle of the Bol- 
shevik-Leninists you lack sufficient 
confidence in your own organiza- 
tion to preserve discipline of action 
even in case of tactical disagree- 
ments? Vereecken paid no heed to 
comradely and ooncDiating argu- 
ments. After the entry of the ma- 
jority of the Belgian section into 
the Labor Party, the Vereecken 
group naturally found itself outside 
our ranks. The blame for this 
falls entirely upon its own shoul- 
ders. 

Adaptation to "Legality" 

If we return to the gist of the 
question, then comrade Vereecken's 
sectarianism stands out in all its 
dogmatic uneouthness. What's thlfl! 
cried Vereecken in Indignation, 
Lenin spoke of breaking with re- 
formists but the Belgian Bolshevik- 
Leninists enter a reformist party! 
But Lenin had in mind a break 
with tbe reformists as the inevit- 
able consequence of a struggle 
against them, and not an act of 
salvation regardless of time and 
place. He required a split with 
the social -pat riots not In order to 
save his own soul but in order to 
tear the masses away from social- 
patriotism. In Belgium the trade 
unions are fused with the party, 
the Belgian party is essentially 
the organized working class. To 
be sure, the entry of revolutionists 
Into the Belgian Labor Party not 
only opened up possibilities but 
also Imposed restrictions. In pro- 
pagandizing Marxist ideas it is nec- 
essary to take Into account hot only 
the legalities of the bourgeois state 
but also the legalities of a reform- 
ist party (both these legalities, it 
may be added, coincide in a large 
measure). Generally speaking, 
adaptation to an alien "legality" 
carries with it an indubitable 
danger. But this did not prevent 



the Bolsheviks from utilizing even 
Czarist legality: for many years 
the Bolsheviks were compelled to 
call themselves at trade union 
meetings, and in the legal press 
not social -democrats, but "consist- 
ent democrats." True, this did not 
pass scot-free; a considerable num- 
ber of elements adhered to Bolshe- 
vism who were more or less con-, 
sistent democrats, but not at all 
international socialists ; however, 
by supplementing legal with illegal 
activity, Bolshevism overcame the 
difficulties. Of course, the "legal- 
ity" of Vandervelde, De Man, 
Spaak and other flunkeys of the 
Belgian plutocracy imposes very 
onerous restrictions upon the Marx- 
ists, and thus engenders dangers. 
But Marxists, who are not as yet 
sufficiently strong to create their 
own party, have their own meth- 
ods for the struggle against the 
dangers of reformist captivity: a 
clear-cut program, constant fac- 
tional ties, International criticism, 
etc. The activity of a revolution- 
ary wing in a reformist party can 
be judged correctly only by evalu- 
ating the dynamics of development. 
Vereecken does not do this either 
in regard to the faction Action 
Sociallste Revolutions ire (Left 
wing In Belgian Labor Party — Ed.), 
or the Verite group. Had he done 
so, he would have been compelled 
to admit that the A.S.R. has made 
a serious development forward in, 
the recent period. What the final 
balance be it Is Impossible to fore- 
cast as yet. But the entry into the 
Belgian Labor Party Is already 
justified by experience. 

Discussion as a Dogma 

Extending and generalizing his 
mistake, Vereecken asserts that the 
existence of isolated small groups 
which split away at different 
stages from our international or- 
ganization is proof of our sectarian 
methods. Thus, the actual rela- 
tionships are stood on their head. 
As a matter of fact, into tin* ranks 
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Br JACK WEBER 

UNDECLARED WAR IN EAST 

The guerrilla warfare across the 
borders of Outer Mongolia between 
Japanese invaders and the Soviet 
Mongolia is the prelude of imper- 
ialist aggression against the Soviet 
Vnion. It is the beginning of an 
undeclared war. The Japanese are 
pressing on without let-up to the 
Siberian border. Inner Mongolia 
lias already fallen prey to the in- 
ordinate appetite of the Ea stern 
imperialists. The diplomatic term 
"incident" is not applicable to a 
situation in which scores of lorries 
filled with armed troops stage in- 
cursions reaching forty miles into 
■'enemy" territory. This is what 
the Japanese army is doing — In pre- 
; hi ration for the real drive, the 
great push that will commence the 
Second World W"ar. Now as never 
before the workers of all lands 
must be made to- realize that all 
their hopes for a better world, nay, 
that the preservation of civilization 
itself, depend on their successful 
defense of the Soviet Union against 
the murderous onslaught of world 
capitalism. The struggle of the 
workers for liberation from wage 
slavery is indlssolubly bound up 
with the fate of the Russian Work- 
ers' Republic. The fight to save 
the Soviet Union must be waged 
everywhere, on all fronts, against 
the system of capitalist exploita- 
tion. The enemies of the Soviet 
Union are the capitalists of all 
lands. The fight must be waged 
against them. Only by the revolu- 
tionary struggle for the overthrow 
of capitalism can the safety of the 
Soviets be assured. The nearer 
war approaches the greater be- 
comes the urgency for organizing 



the forces of the proletariat against 
imperialist war. These forces, at 
present dispersed and leader less, 
can be rallied for new victories 
only under the banner of the 
Fourth International. 
• • * 

EDEN MADE SECRETARY 

Eden replaces Hoare as Secre- 
tary for Foreign Affairs— and noth- 
ing changes. Those who talk of 
the conservative ministry of Bald- 
win embarking on some new course 
are merely carrying out their func- 
tion of deluding the masses. Bald- 
win's cabinet, including Eden, have 
only one task under many forms, 
the defense of British imperialism. 
In the carrying out of this task 
Eden will use cleverly the worked-, 
up sentiment for sanctions and the 
League of Nations. Already Eng- 
land Is engaged in manipulating 
those pawns of the powers on the 
chessboard of politics, the Balkan 
states. These states form at the 
same time the key to the door of 
communications with the Bast and 
with Africa, and also the means of 
entry to the. backdoors of the Eu- 
ropean states that may be occupied 
In warfare on the Western fronts. 
Eden's first Job Is. to consolidate £ 



military bloc with Turkey, Greece, 
Rumania and Yugoslavia under the 
fake of "exploring" the hases of 
sanctions. Turkey will probably 
be allowed to refortify the Darda- 
nelles. Thus witu the help of the 
British Labor Party, which ap- 
proves of sanctions, British imper- 
ialism is making complete war pre- 
parations. Sanctions and the League 
of Nations thus serve as a perfect 
cover, a protective coloration of 
"pence" hiding the feverish plans 
for war. instead of denouncing 
the fraud being perpetrated on the 
masses, the leaders of the Labor 
Party again show their function of 
advocating the views of the bour- 
geoisie In the ranks of the working 
class and betraying the workers to 
the ruling class by supporting sanc- 
tions. In this period social-patri- 
otism and sanctions become abso- 
lutely synonymous. 



•LAVAL SHVKY 

The Laval government, one that 
straddles the two major classes in 
modern society In the attempt to 
mediate between the two irrecon- 
cilables, the capitalists and the 
workers, has become extremely 
shaky. Its fall Is predicted in a 
short time. The laws for the die- 
arming of "armed leagues" have 
been made meaningless by the Sen- 
ate, if one assumes that they could 
have had any real meaning even If 
passed in their, original form. The 
Senato refuses to leave the matter 
of prosecution and punishment to 
the ordinary courts. It places the 
entire matter in the hands of the 
president and the cabinet. The 
armed bands are — if you please — to 
be disarmed and dissolved by de- 
cree, with no force to actually 
carry out the decree's. The farcical 
nature of the procedure in which 
the Socialists and Stalinists were 
led to participate by their eager- 
ness for class- collaboration, stands 
nakedly revealed in this Senate 
proposal. Of course, nobody pos- 
sessing an lota of political sanity 
could possibly have been led to be- 
lieve that Lebrun or Laval would 
take any steps to disarm the forces 
held in reserve by their masters in 
case the workers become unman- 
ageable. Far from attempting, to 
disarm the Fascist bands, Laval 
will turn the attack on the workers 
and will do everything possible to 
aid his friend Colonel de la Rocque.. 
Even if there were not direct evi- 
dence of the constant seances be- 
tween Laval and de la Rocque, 
this course could be infallibly In- 
ferred by the most superficial study 
of the relations between the Bona- 
partist governments and the Fas- 
cist bands. In every country where 
Fascism has come to power, with- 
out government aid, hidden at first, 
more or less open later, these ban- 
dits could never have grown and 
become powerful. 



of the Bolshevik- Leninists there 
came during the initial stages st 
considerable number of anarchistic 
and individualistic elements gener- 
ally incapable of i>rgan!/8t\onaI 
discipline, and occasionally a mere 
failure who did not make his career 
in the Comintern. These elements 
viewed the struggle against "bu- 
reaucratism" in approximately the 
following manner : no decisions 
must ever be arrived at, but, in- 
stead, "discussion" is to be in- 
stalled as a permanent occupation. 
We can say with complete justifi- 
cation that the Bolshevik-Leninists 
manifested a good deal, perhaps 
even a good deal too much patience 
toward such types of Individuals 
and grouplets. Only since an inter- 
national core has been consolidated 
that began to assist the national 
sections in purging their ranks of 
internal sabotage did there begin 
an actual and systematic growth of 
our international organization. 

Let us take a few examples of 
groups that split from our inter- 
national organization at various 
stages of its development. 

A Strange Example 

The French periodical Que Faire 
is an instructive specimen of a 
combination of sectarianism with 
eclecticism. On the most important 
questions this periodical expounds 
the views of Bolshevik-Leninists, 
changing a few commas, and direct- 
ing severe critical remarks at us. 
At the same time this periodical 
permits with impunity a defense of 
social- patriotic garbage, under the 
guise of discussion, and under the 
cover of "defending the U.S.S.R." 
The internationalists of Que Faire 
are themselves unable to explain 
how and why they happen to co- 
habit peacefully with social-patri- 
ots, after breaking with the Bolshe- 
viks. It is clear, however, that 
with such eclecticism Que Faire is 
least capable of replying to the 
question what to do (que faire). 
The "internationalists" and the 
social -pat riots are agreed on only 
one thing : never the Fourth Inter- 
national ! Why? One must not 
"break away" from the communist 
workers. We have heard the self- 
safe argument from the S.A.P. : we 
must not break away from the 
social-democratic workers. In this 
instance, too, antipodes turn out 
twins. The peculiar thing, how- 
ever, is that Que Faire is not con- 
nected and, by its very nature, 
cannot be connected with any 
workers. 

There is even less to be said 
about such groups as Internation- 
ale, or Proletaire. They also ab- 
stract their views from the latest 
issues of La Verite, with an admix- 
ture of critical improvisations. 
They have no perspectives at all 
of revolutionary growth ; but they 
manage to get along without per- 
spectives. Instead of trying to 
learn within the framework of a 
more serious organization (to learn 
is difficult) these abhorers of dis- 
cipline and very pretentious "lead- 
ers" desire .to teach the working 
class (this appears to them to be 
easier). In moments of sober re- 
flection they must themselves real- 
ize that their very existenc'e as 
"independent" organizations is a 
Kheer misunderstanding. 

Field and Weisbord 

In the United States we might 
mention the Field and Weisbord 
groups. Field— in his entire polit- 
ical make-up— is a bourgeois rad- 
ical who has acquired the economic 
views of Marxism. To have be- 
come a revolutionist Field would 
have had to work for a number of 
years as a disciplined soldier in a 
revolutionary proletarian organiza- 
tion ; but he began by deciding to 
create a workers' movement "of his 
own." Assuming a position to our 
"left" (where else?), Field shortly 
entered into fraternal relations 
with the S.A.P. As we see, the 
anecdotic incident that befell Bauer 
was not at all accidental. The urge 
to stand to the left of Marxism 
leads fatally into the Centrist 
swamp. 

Weisbord is Indubitably closer 
to a revolutionary type than Field. 
But at the same time he represents 
the purest example of a sectarian. 
He is utterly incapable of preserv- 
ing proportions either in ideas or 
In actions. Every principle he 
turns into a -sectarian caricature. 
That is why even Correct Ideas be- 
come In his hands instruments' for 
disorganizing his own ranks. 

There Is no need to dwell upon 
similar groups in other countries. 
They split from us not because we 
are Intolerant or Intolerable but 
because they themselves did not 
and could not go forward. Since 
the time of the split they have suc- 
ceeded only In exposing their in- 
capacity. Their attempts to unite 
with each other, on a national or 
an international scale, produced no 
results in any single case: peculiar 
to sectarianism is only, the power 

of repulsion and not the power of 
attraction. 

Some crank has computed the 
number of "sdIIW we have had and 



^arrived at the sum of about a 
score. He saw in this annihilating 
evidence of our bad regime. The 
peculiar thing is that in the S.A.P. 
itself, which has triumphantly pub- 
lished these computations, there 
occurred, during the few years of 
its existence, more rifts and splits 
than in all our sections taken to- 
gether. Taken by itself, however, 
this fact is meaningless. It is nec- 
essary to take not the bald sat is tics 
of splits but the dialectics of devel- 
opment. After all its splits, the 
S.A.P. remained an extremely hete- 
rogeneous organization which will 
be unable to withstand the first on- 
set of great events. This applies 
even to a larger measure to the 
"London Bureau of Revolutionary 
Socialist Unity" which is being 
torn as sunder by irreconcilable 
contradictions: its tomorrow will 
consist not of "unity" but only of 
splits. In the meantime, the or- 
ganization of the Bolshevik-Lenin- 
ists, after purging itself of sectar- 
ian and centrist tendencies, not 
only grew numerically, not only 
strengthened its international ties, 
but also found the road to fusion 
with organizations akin to it in 
spirit (Holland, United States). 
The attempt's to blow up the Dutch 
party (from the right, through 
Molinar!) and the American party 
(from the left, through Bauer!) 
have only led to the internal con- 
solidation of both these parties. 
We can predict with assurance that 
parallel to the disintegration of 
the London Bureau there will pro- 
ceed an ever more rapid growth of 
the organizations of the Fourth 
International. 

The Road to the New International 

How the New International will 
take form, through what stages It 
will pass, what final shape it will 
assume — this no one can foretell 
today ; and, indeed, there is no need 
to do so : historical events will 
show. But it is necessary to begin 
by proclaiming a program that 
meets the tasks of our epoch. On 
the basis of this program it is nec- 
essary to mobilize the co-thinkers, 
the pioneers of the New Interna- 
tional. No other road is possible. 

The Communist Manifesto . of 
Marx and Engels, directly aimed 
against all types of utopian -sec- 
tarian socialism, forcefully points 
out that communists do not oppose 
themselves to the actual workers' 
movements but participate in them 
as a vanguard. At the same time 
the Manifesto was the program of 
a new party, national and interna- 
tional. The sectarian Is content 
with a program, as a recipe of 
salvation. The centrist guides 
himself by the famous (essentially 
meaningless) formula of Edward 
Bernstein, "the movement is every- 
thing ; the final goal — nothing." 
The Marxist draws his scientific 
program from the movement taken 
as a whole, In order then to apply 
this program to everyconcrete stage 
of the movement. 

The Initial Difficulties 

On the one side, the Initial steps 
of the New International are ren- 
dered more difficult by the old or 
ga nidations and splinters from 
them : on the other side they are 
facilitated by the colossal experi- 
ence of the past. The process of 
crystallization which Is very diffi- 
cult and full of torments during 
the flrst stages will assume In the 
future an impetuous and rapid 
character. The recent Internation- 
al events are of incommensurate 
significance for the formation of 
the revolutionary vanguard. In his 
own fashion, Mussolini— and this 
should be recognized— -has "aided" 
the cause of the Fourth Interna- 
tional. Great conflicts sweep away 
all tbat is half-way and artificial 
and, on the other hand, gives 
strength to all that is viable. War 
leaves room only for two tendencies 
in the ranks of the working class 
movement : social- patriot ism which 
does not stop at any betrayal, and 
revolutionary internationalism that 
is bold and capable of going to the 
end. It is precisely for this rea- 
son that centrists, fearful of im- 
pending events, are waging a rabid 
struggle against the Fourth Inter- 
national. They are correct In their 
own fashion : in the rear of great 
convulsions only tbat organization 
will be able to survive and develop 
which has not only cleansed its 
ranks of sectarianism but which 
has systematically trained thera In 
the spirit of despising all Ideologi- 
cal vacillation and. cowardice. 
October 22, 1935. 
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Question: What is meant by 
the "Permanent Resolution?*? 
Answer: The theory of the 
"Permanent Revolution", the essen- 
tial features of which were form: 
ulated by Trotsky about 1905, has 
three aspects: 

The- first aspect concerns itself 
with the problem of the revolution 
in backward or colonial countries 
In which the bourgeois- democratic 
tasks have not yet been solved. The 
essence of the theory in this regard 
Is that capitalism has decayed too 
far for the bourgeoisie to play a 
piogresslve role; that the only 
class which can solve even these 
democatlc tasks is the proletariat; 
that the solution of these tasks 
necessarily leads to the dictator- 
ship of the proletariat; and that 
once embarked on this path, the 
proletariat cannot stop but must 
take the road to the solution of 
socialist tasks. Between the demo- 
cratic revolution and the solution 
of the socialist tasks, there thus 
arises a permanency of revolution- 
ary development. TJils aspect of 
the theory was historically confirm- 
ed. In a positive sense, In the Russ- 
ian Revolution of 1917. Led by 
the Bolshevik party of Lenin and 
Trotsky, the proletariat, In the solu- 
tion of the democratic tasks, had 
to take the power into its own 
hands, and subsequently embark 
on the road of a solution of social- 
ist tasks. The Chinese, revelation 
of 1927 confirmed the theory in a 
negative sense. Under the leader- 
ship of Stalin, the solution of the 
democratic tasks was placed in the 
hands of the Chinese bourgeoisie 
by requiring the Chinese Commun- 
ist party to subordinate Itself to 
the bourgeois Kuo Min Tang. The 
results are familiar to all. 

The second aspect of the theory 
points to the permanent character 
of the socialist revolution as such. 
All social relationships are trans- 
formed in constant internal Strug 
gle for an indefinitely long time; 
there occur outbreaks of civil wars. 
revolutions in science, technique, 
economy, the family, etc. This 
complicated reciprocal action which 
does not allow society to reach 
equilibrium, accounts for the per- 
manent character of the Socialist 
Revolution. 

The third aspect of the theory 
points to the international charac- 
ter of the socialist revolution which 
begins on, but cannot end on, na- 
tional grounds; a national revolu- 
tion being not a self-sufficient 
whole but a link in the internation- 
al chain. 

For more elaborate treatment of 
the question, see Trotsky's "The 
Permanent Revolution" which is 
available at Pioneer publishers. 
• • • 
Question: Certain Lovestone- 
ites claim that hy the theory ef 
the "Permanent Revolution" 
Trotsky underestimated the Pea- 
santry and that this was stated 
hy Lenin. Is this true? 

Answer: On the differences 
which existed between Lenin and 
Trotsky, neither of the two men 
were correct, on all the points. The 
peculiar part of the matter, how- 
ever, is that the critics of Trotsky, 
who attempt to find a basis for 
criticism in . past differences, long 
since resolved by history, are un- 
fortunate enough to choose those 
questions on which Trtsky was 
correct. The "Permanent Revolu- 
tion" is one of these. 

When Joffe, a leader of the Russ- 
ian Left Opposition, committed sui- 
cide In 1927, lie left a note in which 
he stated that Lenin, in a conversa- 
tion, had admitted to him tbat 
Trotsky had been correct on the 
question of the "Permanent Revo- 
lution". For the benefit of those 
who doubt the accuracy of Joffe's 
death-bed statement, or who doubt 
that Lenin oould have admitted 
Trotsky to have been correct, we 
quote the following from an article 
by Lenin, published November 20, 
1915, in the "Soziul-Demokrat" : 

"To make clear the interrelation 
of classes in the coming revolution 
is the main task of a revolutionary 
party ..This task is incorrectly 
solved in the NASHE SLOVO by 
Trotsky, who repeats his 'original' 
1905 theory without stopping to 
think why life, during a whole 
decade, has passed by this beautiful 
theory. 

"Trotsky's original theory takes 
from the Bolsheviks their appeal to 
decisive revolutionary struggle of 
the proletariat and to the conquest 
of political power by it; from the 
Mensheviks it takes the •negation' 
of the role of the peasantry. The 
peasantry, It says, has become dif- 
ferentiated, divided into strata : Its 
possible revolutionary role has 
dwindled more and more ; a 'nation- 
al' revolution Is impossible In Russ- 
ia ; 'we live in the era of Imperial- 
ism," says Trotsky, and 'imperialism 
does not oppose the bourgeois 
nation to the old regime; on the 
contrary, it opposes the proletariat 
to the bourgeois nation'. 

'Here we have an amusing ex- 
ample of playing with the little 
word 'imperialism.' If, IN RUSSIA 
the pfoletariat is already oppoarf 
to «e 'bourgeois nation, (fate It 
means that Bnsda la fadnr » SO* 
(Continued on Pafe 4) 
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Betrayal in the Present War Crisis 



(This is a chapter from the pamphlet "War and the Workers'* 
by John West) 

In the face of the developing war crisis, the forces for the betrayal 
of the workers in the struggle against war are maturing rapidly. From 
all sides, in all countries, the liberals, the pacifists, the reformists, the 
sBeiaipatriots,. Hinder the cover of what look like anti-war and 
pro-peace campaigns, are in actuality preparing for sell out to the 
war makers, are making ready to turn over the masses to the imper- 
ialists. 

Again, as before the last war, we find the old ways and methods 
and slogans of betrayal. But the old methods are not enough. New 
appearances must be added: the masses cannot be deceived again m 
precisely the old ways. It therefore becomes of crncial importance to 
analyze f he new and special forms of betrayal .which are appearing in 
the present crisis. 

1. *Good» «nd «Bad» Capitalist Powers 



The most fatally dangerous doc- 
trine, a doctrine which Has been 
systematically propagated during 
recent years by liberals and by 
both the Socialist and Communist 
parties throughout the world, is 
the theory that a basic distinction 
must be drawn between the com- 
paratively "good" capitalist na- 
tions, the "peace-loving" nations — 
Great Britain, France, and the 
United States, on the one hand ; 
and, on the other, the altogether 
"wicked" capitalist nations — Italy 
and especially Germany. 

This theory reasons as follows : 
Fascism, especially Hitlerism, means 
war. Therefore, the fight against 
war is the light against Fascism, 
and especially against Hitlerism, 
the worst form of Fascism. The 
success of Fascism means the de- 
struction of all democratic rights. 
The deaf ruction of democratic 
rights means the crushing of the 
organizations of the working class, 
and thus defeat for the revolution- 
ary movement. But Fascism, espe- 
cially Hitlerism, can succeed only 
by war, and, since Fascism means 
war, will inevitably undertake war. 

What then follows? What fol- 
lows is the iM'ti-iiyul of the working 
class of France. England and the 



means both Fascism and war. Fas- 
cism means war only in the sense 
that it marks outwardly a great 
intensification of the inner conflicts 
of capitalism, and is thus an indi- 
cation of the more rapid drive of 
the whole capitalist system toward 
the highest expression of these 
conflicts—imperialist war. But in 
the linked chain of causes that 
make war an inevitable* concomi- 
tant of the continued existence of 
capitalism, the democratic nations 
have as integral a part as the Fas- 
cist rations. From the point of 
view of the working class, there 
can be no "good," no "peace-lov- 
ing" capitalist states. Every cap- 
italist state, democratic as well as 
Fascist, represents one or another 
form of the dictatorship of the 
bourgeoisie over the working class, 
and is thus the implacable enemy 
of the working class. To defend 
the democratic rights of the work- 
ing class is one thing. But this has 
nothing in common with the de- 
fense of the "democratic* capitalist 
■state. The former is a primary- 
duty of every working class party; 
the latter is the occupation of 
traitors. The latter will be put 
forward as the only way to protect 
the working class against war and 
Fascism : in practice, it will give 



ary activities within your own 
country, because this would upset 
"peace"; permit the working class 
of Germany and Austria to 6e 
Crushed under Fascism rather than 
risk one ounce of cement at Dniep- 
rostroy or one tractor at Stalin- 
grad. And, lastly, it means: sup- 
port the war policy of your demo- 
cratic government, and offer the 
working class to the coming im- 
perialist war In all nations where 
the bourgeoisie finds its imperialist 
cims best served by a temporary 
alliance with the Soviet bureau- 
cracy. 

Naturaliy, Marxists do not main- 
tain that the Soviet Union should 
not, whenever possible, utilize the 
antagonisms and contradictions 
among the imperialist powers to its 
own advantage. This was the tac- 
tic or Lenin. But this tactic can 
only be understood as subordinate 
to the strategy of tiie world revo- 
lution, and this strategy can base 
Itself only on the international 
working class. Stalin's "maneuver- 
ings" with imperialist powers are 
the direct contrary o£ Lenin's. For 
Stalin "maneuvers" in such a way 
as to 'subordinate Hie working ela?s 
to the capitalist powers, not to ad- 
vance its interests. The Franco- 
Soviet pact is the most striking 
example of such ;.uhordination — 
whereby the French working class 
is turned over hand and foot to the 
French bourgeoisie, so long as the 
Pact formally endures — hut this is 
only one aspect of the consistent 



attack would only pave the way 
for its own overthrow. Stalin, with 
his eyes foeussed on national Rus- 
sian socialism, asks only for 
"peace" elsewhere, to let him build 
at home. He places his reliance, 
thus, not on the international 
working class, but on the "friend- 
ly" capitalist governments, on any 
agreements or treaties or pacts he 
can come to with them. But to 
secure such friendship, he must 
direct the Communist parties in the 
various nations not toward revolu- 
tionary struggle against their gov- 
ernments at home (which would 
endanger the government's "friend- 
ship" for Stalin), but toward put- 
ting pressure on the home govern- 
ments to line up with the Soviet 
Union ; and, then, to essential sup- 
port of the home government so 
long as it stays or pretends to stay 
lined up. This necessarily weakens 
and destroys the revolutionary 
struggle, which is always against 
the home government ; and thus, in 
the end, disrupts the only possible 
defense of the Soviet Union itself, 
which must be a defense against 
and an attack on the international 
bourgeoisie and all their political 
instruments — the capitalist govern- 
ments, never a collaboration with 
them. 

We shall see the workers of 
France, England and the United 
States rallied to the flag by the 
leaders of the Communist Party. 
"Defend the Soviet Union! Enlist 
in the army, and — light against war 



against war, and the revolutionary I has called for the new elections to 
defense of Ethiopia, which is ai- Parliament, confident of a sub- 
way a struggle against the capital- stantial majority for the govern- 



and continuous policy of Stalinism, i and Hitlerism! Defend the Soviet 



1'nited States. For, on Hit* biisis of | f * K , working class both war and 



the above chain of reasoning-, to 
support the democratic nation*, in 
a war against Hitler is to defend 
democratic rights against Fn seism; 
and thereby the revolution. The 
wheel completes its circle. Defense 
of the national state — Hint is, de- 
fense of the imperialist bourgeoisie 
of England. France and the United 
States — becomes, through this tiie 
ory, a revolutionary duty! 

The niai titl falhu-y in this posi- 
tion is easy enough to understand 
when once examined from (he point 
of view of Marxism. The state- 
ment, "'Fascism means war" is in- 
complete. It is not Fascism that 
means war. Rather is it the con- 
tinued existence of capitalism that 



Fa-cism. for tiie bourgeoisie of the 
democratic countries will not over- 
come the necessity for a resort to 
Fascism during the decline of cap- 
italism merely by success in the 
next war. Indeed, the outbreak of 
war will in nl! probability he the 
signsil for setting up Fascist gov. 
ermnents in the "democratic" 
countries. 

The business of the working class 
wftbin any country is never under 
any circumstances to defend 'the 
government*' — that is, the political 
executive of the class enemy — bur. 
always to fiuht for its overthrow. 
To Fascism as to war there is only 
one answer: the workers' revolu- 
tion. 



Lenin, to prevent the capitalist 
powers from attacking the Soviet 
Union, placed his full reliance on 
the only possible force which could 
in actuality defend the Soviet 
Union : on the working class of the 
various capitalist powers. If the 
working class and its party were 
sufficiently strengthened in a given 
country, Lenin reasoned, the gov- 
ernment of that country would not 
dare to attack the Soviet Union, 



Union!" 

This policy of betrayal has, also, 
been systematically developed over 
a period of many years. The recent 
Congress of the Communist Inter- 
national made it official for the 
sections of the C.I. : and the Dan- 
Zyrom ski -Bauer resolution on war 
advances it within world social de- 
mocracy. Unlike the situation at 
the beginning of the last war, the 
, betrayers this time wish to be fully 



since it would realize that such an: ready beforehand. 

3. Sanctions 



A special and profoundly impor- 
tant feature of betrayal in the pres- 
ent war crisis revolves around the 
question of "sanctions." The Cove- 
nant of the League of Nations pro- 
vides that when a nation has been 
declared an aggressor against u 
member state, certain financial, 
economic, and even military meas- 
ures shall be — following an elabor- 
ate procedure — invoked by the 



League sanctions, therefore, is ex- 
actly the .samt; as support of sanc- 
tions applied by individual nations 
—e.g., by Ureiit Britain or France. 
But sanctions are war measures. 
They include withdrawal of finan- 
cial credit, embargoes on trade, 
various forms of boycott. To en- 
force them genuinely would require 
a blockade of the country against 
whom the sanctions were invoked. 



ist governments and the bourgeoisie 
whose governments they are. 

It does no good to say, as the 
social democrats and the Stalinists 
say, that we should support League 
and governmental sanctions, but at 
the same time "point oat that the 
League and British and French im- 
perialism are acting only In their 
own imperialist interests in apply- 
ing them" ; we are temporarily able 
to "use" the French and British 
governments to serve the Interests 
of the workng class, because their 
interests momentarily, though from 
"diametrically opposite causes," 
coincide. This is the reasoning of 
a Stalin or a Blum, but not of a 
Marxist. The Marxist knows that 
we can never "use" capitalist gov- 
ernments for the interests of the 
working class, because what these 
governments are is instruments to 
be ■•used" for the interests of the 
bourgeoisie. On the contrary, we 
must always fight inexorably 
against the governments, and their 
acts. The Marxist knows that ad- 
vocacy of governmental sanctions 
in any form necessarily binds the 
working class to the state and the 
class enemy, necessarily weakens 
the class position of the workers 
and thus the workers' struggle for 
power, and necessarily prepares 
for turning the workers over to the 
sanction-applying government when 
the sanctions find their natural out- 
come in war. If we support sanc- 
tions, and the sanctions lead to war, 
then we have already by supporting 
the sanctions supported the war. It 
takes more than verbal reservations 
[o crawl out of the inescapable 
logic of cause and effect. 

The disastrous consequences of 
support of sanctions are already 
apparent. Inl Great Britain a year 
ago, the masses were turning rap- 
idly away from the National Gov- 
ernment. Then the British Labor 
Party and the British Communist 
Party came out strongly for sanc- 
tions : that is, came out for the 
policy of British finance-capital and 
the National Government. This has, 
naturally, fatally obscured the class 
issue. No longer is there any clear 
line between the working class 
parties and the Conservatives on 
the war crisis. The Labor Party 
and the Communist Party have 
done for Baldwin what he could 
not do for himself : they have 
brought about "national unity" on 
the war issue. Baldwin of course 



other League member states against ; The probable, the almost certain 

outcome of such a blockade, as 



2. Defense of the Soviet Union 



A closely similar preparation for! 
betrayal has gone on under cover ■ 
of the slogan, "Defend the Soviet 
Union i" 

As lias already been indicated, 
the defense of the Soviet Union is 
one of the primary tasks of the 
working class in the coming war. 
But. to a Marxist, what does de- 
fense of the Soviet Union mean? 
The essence can be summed up 
quickly. It means: '■Extend the 
October revolution." It means to 
strengthen the economic and polit- 
ical organizations of the world 
proletariat, to carry the class strug- 
gle on a world basis to ever higher 
levels, to drive toward workers' 



achieve victory in the capitalist 
nations. And it means these things 
quite openly and realistically. For 
these are the only possible defense 
of the Soviet Union. 

To Stalinism, however, and to 
the cynical A us fro- Marxists, de- 
fense of the Soviet. Union means: 
support the program of national 
Bolshevism : no word of criticism 
of Stalin and his bureaucratic as- 
sociates ; put all faith in diplo- 
matic deals with bourgeois powers, 
in military alliances with France 
and Czechoslovakia, in maneuver- 
ing in the League of Nations; re- 
I dace the working class parties to 
branches of the foreign office of 



power. It means to put all faith the Soviet state. And it means: do 
hi the working class. It means to I not carry on genuinely revolution- 



1 lit 1 agaressor nation. These meas- 
ures are called ''sanctions.'' and 
the term "sanctions" is being ex- 
tended to include measures which 
might be taken hy nations on their 
own initiative (e.g., closing of the 
Suez Canal by Great Britain) as 
well as measures taken collectively 
by the League members. 

This extension of the use of the 
word "sanctions" is significant. It 
indicates a new and ingenious 
method for turning opposition to 
war into support of war. All that 
is necessary is to call the war an 
'■application of sanctions." Then 
it becomes the duty of all "friends 
of peace" to support it. 

This, indeed, is the real meaning 
of the doctrine of sanctions. League 
sanctions are, of course, nothing 
else than sanctions undertaken by 
the leading member states of the 
League. The League, as we have 
seen, is only the instrument of its 
dominant members. Support of 



history has so often proved, Is war 
— since the blockaded nation can- 
not accept such a measure peace- 
fully without surrendering political 
sovereignty. 

Thus it follows that sanctions 
must be either ineffectual — a kind 
of large-scale bluff-— or they must 
lead to war. 

If they are ineffectual, support of 
them is certainly no aid to peace 
(or to Ethiopia). If they lead to 
war, support of them — no matter 
with what verbal reservations — 
means nothing else than support of 
war undertaken hy the imperialist 
government applying the sanctions. 
In both cases, support of sanctions 
to he applied by capitalist govern- 
ments (whether or not these are 
League members) is in effect sup- 
port of these governments them- 
selves. This means that such sup- 



ment In France, the same result: 
The People's Front, advocating 
sanctions, becomes the main sup- 
port of the "Republic"— that is, of 
French imperialism; Laval could 
reasonably apply for admission ; 
national unity on the war issue 
mortally weakens the ripening class 
struggle In France, which poses on 
the order of the day the revolution- 
ary struggle for workers' power 
and the overthrow of every form 
of capitalist government at the 
same time that the workers' leaders 
lend all their efforts to upholding 
and defending the capitalist gov- 
ernment. 

Marxists, then, reject and expose 
as betrayal any and all advocacy 
of League or governmental "sanc- 
tions." Naturally, however, this 
does not mean that they take a 
.passive., hands-off position in the 
present crisis or in any Other. 
Marxists are not neutral in the 
dispute between Italy and Ethiopia. 
They are for the defeat of Fascist 
Italy and the blow to imperialism 
which such a defeat would be; and 
they are therefore for the victory 
of Ethiopia. But they propose to 
aid in such defeat and such victory 
not by appealing to capitalist gov- 
ernments and the imperialist 
league for their assistance and 
sanctions; but to the working class 
to apply its proletarian "sanctions." 
Only sanctions which are results 
of the independent and autonomous 
actions of the working class are of 
any value in the revolutionary 
struggle against war— since only 
these separate the class from the 
state and the class enemy, and only 
these build the fighting strength of 
the workers, which is alone the 
road to workers' power and thus to 
the defeat of war. Mass demon- 
strations, strikes, labor boycotts, 
defense funds for material aid to 
Ethiopia, refusal to load munitions 
for Italy, revolutionary agitation 
for Marxism as it applies to the 
war crisis, these are such sanctions 
as the working class must make use 
of. But these will be ineffectual 
in the immediate crisis? They are 
romantic and Utopian? If so. then 
the revolutionary struggle is itself 
ineffectual, romantic and Utopian. 
Perhaps such sanctions will not 
"solve" the present crisis. But 
■they, and they alone, will help steel 
the class, materially and ideoogical- 
ly, for the struggle to come — the 
struggle for workers' power, which 



understands this; and consequently . is. in the end. the only solution. 

4. Neutrality 



Careful notice should be given to 
a form of betrayal closely related 
to betrayal on the question of sanc- 
tions. This is a particular danger 
in the United States. In the United 
States, which is not a League 
member, the betrayers call, not for 
sanctions — which are formally ir- 
relevant to League outsiders — but 
for "neutrality legislation." In 
tile present crisis, this demand is 
only an American form of the de- 
mand for sanctions, combined with 
the worst type of ordinary pacifism. 
In the United States all the rot- 
ten reformist organizations, from 
World Peace ways and the League 
against War and Fascism to the 
Socialist and Communist parties, 
are joining in this call for "man- 
datory" neutrality legislation to be 



port necessarily leads to a betrayal ! passed by the next Congress, and 
of the revolutionary struggle | are "demanding" a "strong neu- 



trality policy" on the part of the 
U. S. government. What does this 
mean In the concrete? It means, 
in the first place, to spread among 
the people of the United States aii i 
the fatal pacifist illusions about 
V. S. isolation. As we have seen, | 
the United States is necessarily 
linked up economically, socially, 
and politically with the rest of the 
world, its pretended isolation is a 
complete myth. As we have also 
seen, the V. S. will inevitably be 
involved in the coming war, will in 
fact play a leading and decisive 
part in the coming war. Not to 
point this out honestly and straigt.i- 
forwardly, and instead to pretend 
that some form of neutrality iegis 
lation will succeed or even aid in 
isolating the U. S. in the world 
struggle is to deceive and disorient 
the masses, to disarm them ideolo- 



By JOHN WEST 



glcally, to turn them aside from the 
genuine struggle against war, and 
to teach them to put reliance In 
exactly those forces which are pre- 
paring war — namely, the imperial- 
ist government of the United States 
and U. S. finance-capital, which 
that government represents. 

Thus, as always, pacifism in the 
form of demands for neutrality 
legislation in actuality aids the 
war makers. It strengthens tie 
hand of the U. S. government, 
strengthens its hold over the people. 
Since the policy of the government, 
like that of every imperialist gov- 
ernment, is and must be a war 
policy, these demands are in reality 
doing .their part in carrying out 
the war policy. The capitalists 
and the government officials are not 
slow to take advantage of tbe op- 
portunity. Hearst and Koosevelt 
alike point out — just as does. Bald 
win in England — that to preserve 
a "strong neutrality and peace pol- 
icy" the U. S. must build up its 
national defense." That is to say, 
they use the agitation for neutrality 
legislation as a basis for expanding 
the armed forces of U. S. Imperial- 
ism, to build new and more power- 
ful battleships and airplanes, and 
to mechanize still further the al- 
ready highly "modernized" U. S. 
army. 

But even more than this is in- 
volved *n the so-called "neutrality 
legislation." The substance of such 
legislation, if actually put into ef- 
fect, can only be sanctions as the 
U. S. can apply Them — various 
forms of financial and economic 
restrictions, boycotts, etc. As in 
the case of sanctions proper, there- 
fore, the neutrality acts would be 
in effect war acts, and the same 
conclusions must be drawn with 
respeet to them as we have already 
come to in analyzing sanctions. 
Realizing this is enough to expose 
the pseudo-Marxists in the V. S. 
who so bravely denounce the pol- 
icy of sanctions In other countries 
(Great Britain, France) ; and then 
in the next breath advocate them 
(under the title of "neutrality leg- 
islation") for this country. 

Here, as in arty other phase of 
the struggle against imperialist 
war, the fight for U. S. "neutrality" 
must be a working class light, using 
the methods and means of the 
working class. It is only the work- 
ing class, operating as an indepen- 
dent force, which can be counted 
on — certainly we cannot expect im 
perialism Itself to put an end to 
imperialism, which is what we do 
when we call on an imperialist 
government to avoid imperialist 
war. The fight must he not for a 
"government policy of neutrality," 
but always a light against the gov- 
ernment. 



Question Box 



(Continued on Page 3) 
01,4 LIST revolution! Then the slo- 
gan about 'confiscating the LAND- 
OWNERS' laud (repeated by Trot- 
sky in 1&15, after the January 
conference of 1312) is incorrect ; 
then we must speak, not of the 
■revolutionary labor' hut of a 'rev- 
olutionary SOCIALIST govern- 
ment!' . . . . " (Lenin, Collected 
Works, Volume XVIII, Internation- 
al Publishers' edition, pp. 362-ft; 
capitalized words are emphasized 
in the original.) 

Even the Lovestoneites will ad- 
mit that the Russian revolution, 
was SOCIALIST in character. 



The Monkey Strike 



; By BILL HAYWOOD; 



(Editor's Note: "BUg Bill" Haywood, picturesque founder and 
leader of the Industrial Workers of the World, is the author of the 
imaginative tale printed below. Haywood, wflto died in 1938 in Mos- 
cow, where lie had Uved in exile for almost ten years after his escape 
from a prison sentence for criminal syndicalism was the leader of 
counties; strike struggles in the pre-war days in tfte United State* 
Dur'ng one of these organizing campaigns which ended in a bitterly 
fought out struggle to organize the agricultural laborers in California, 
the fruit growers imported Japanese laborers to offset Hie growing 
strength of the I.W.1Y. among the white workers only to find the 
Japanese forming cooperatives against them. Thfis Bill Haywood 
reduces the bosses' strategem to the aburd in the following story. ; 

* * * , — ■ — — - 



The fruitgrowers were again 
compelled to employ migratory 
white labor, until a wonderful idea 



tiie city to see how ingeniously they 
were solving the labor problem. 
The monkeys were restless In 



developed at one of tiie conventions ( ]i e j r houses, the air was aromatic 
of the Fruitgrowers' Association, j wjtn the ripened fruit. When they 
One of the delegates got up and . wPro turned loose, they hurriedly 
suggested that it would be possible \ limbed the trees. But instead of 



to train monkeys to pick and pack 
fruit. This was decided upon 
without hesitation, and steps were 
taken at. once to get a lot of mon- 
key fruit-packers. 

The chimpanzee breed was de- 
cided upon as the most intelligent. 

Splendid little houses, all nicely 
painted were built and equipped for 
monkeys. They were actually fed 
and taught what they were to do. 

When the fruit got ripe, the 
owners brought their friends from 



doing as they had been taught — 
to bring the fruit down and .put it 
Into a box, the mischievous little 
rascals would dart about, selecting 
the choicest fruit, take a bite or 
two, throw the rest away, and go 
after more. 

Before the day was gone, and 
tiie monkeys with paunches full 
had gone back to their houses, 
much damage was done. The wise 
fruitgrowers had to seek another 
method. The next day each monkey 



had a muzzle put on. 

They went up into the trees rap- 
idly enough, 'hut none of them 
would pick any fruit. Tbey were 
busily engaged in trying to rid 
themselves of the frightful con- 
trivance that prevented them from 
eating and enjoying themselves. 

The fruitgrowers were in an aw- 
ful predicament with so many 
monkeys to feed which would do no 
work in return. They appealed to 
the Governor of the State, who re- 
gretfully replied that as the offend- 
ers were not men, they were not 
amenable to the (aw. if they were 
I.W.W.'s he could have them im- 
prisoned and perhaps have them 
shot, hut over monkeys he had no 
Jurisdiction. 

The Society for tbe Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals, who had 
never interested itself on behalf of 
tbe I.W.W. or the Japanese, learn- 
ing that the monkeys were being 
neglected, threatened to prosecute 
the fruitgrowers if the little ani- 
mals were not properly taken care 
of. 

The chimpanzees came to be dis- 
liked as much as the I.W.W. Some 
of the fruitgrowers owned cotton 
plantations in Imperial Valley on 
whii'h they had trouble in petting 
white and black wage slaves suffi- 
ciently docile for tbe work of pick- 
ing cotton. It occurred to them 
that the monkeys could be made 
to pick cotton, and there would be 
no trouble ahout them trying to 
eat it. 



So ail monkeys were shipped to 
the new location. Strange to say, 
they could pick cotton and at a 
speed that made their owners hap- 
py. Here was the solution of the 
labor problem as far as picking 
cotton was concerned. But their 
satisfaction was short-lived. 

One day, while all the monkeys 
were at work, chattering while they 
gathered the white balls of cotton, 
a gentle breeze wafted a white tuft 
from a monkey's hand. It amused 
him to see it floating through the 
air. He tossed up another bit, and 
another. The other monkeys, catch- 
ing the spirit of the fun, began to 
do tbe same. At first little bits 
and then handfuls, till the air was 
full of fleecy cotton. It looked as 
though the first snowstorm had 
.struck southern California. 

The overseers were alarmed. 

There was no way to stop the 
monkeys in their eajrer playfulness, 
which, before they had tired them- 
selves out, had almost destroyed 
tbe entire crop of that particular 
plantation. 

In some peculiar manner the 
monkeys on the other plantations 
learned of the fun, and their pranks 
caused the same disastrous result. 

The fruit and cotton growers 
were at their wits' end. They knew 
not what to do with the monkeys, 
untii deportation was finally de- 
cided on, and the chimpanzees were 
shipped back to the forests of 
Africa, where they now gather to- 



THEATRE REVIEW 
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WINTERSET (Tfie Bridge of 
Sighs). By Maxwell Anderson, 
at Martin Beck Theater. 

"Winterset," by Maxwell Ander- 
son, Is a continuation in verse of 
his play, "Goods of the Lightning," 
the drama of Sacco-Vanzetti, Judge 
Tliayer, the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, and the electric 
chair. The story of the play is the 
story of the fears left behind when 
the current of the Public Utilities 
of the Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts turned into corpses the ideal- 
istic and revolutionary Sacco and 
Vanzetti. 

Mio, the son of the fish peddier, 
haunted by the Innocence and death 
of his father, comes to New York 
looking for a witness, Garth, dis- 
covered by a professor of jurispru- 
dence as never having been brought 
into the trial. Mio, a philosophic 
person, meets Garth's sister Mirl- 
anne, at a spontaneous fiesta, 
where a cop, objecting to the fes- 
tivities, attempts to slug Mio. All 
the characters, including Judge 
Gaunt, who sentenced the fish-ped- 
dler, parade under the shadow of 



gether and the eldest, with a grin 
on his face, hanging by his tail, 
tells the younger generation how 
they won the strike in California. 



the bridge. Judge Gaunt makes a 
point of law to the cop, who ig- 
nores his advice. Trock, who with 
his pal. Shadow, has just come out 
of jail, where both served a short 
sentence, fears that the knowledge 
of his murder of the cashier — 
known to Shadow, and Garth, the 
uncalled witness — will eventually 
send him to the chair, since there 
is talk of a new trial. He silences 
Garth with threats and attempts to 
get rid of his pal, Shadow, by shoot- 
ing him and throwing him into the 
river. 

At an informal meeting between 
the Judge, Trock and Mio, Shadow 
stumbles through the door, accuses 
Trock of being an assassin and a 
murderer. Garth, in fear of his 
own life, assists Trock in finally 
getting rid of Shadow. Through 
ail this. Judge Gaunt, pontif, pre- 
sides with his wisdom of tbe ob- 
jectivity of the State. -Mio taunts 
him! The State had taken his fa- 
ther's life! The Judge, coming out 
of the semi-coma which has caused 
'him to wander about, says that 
there could not be a reversal of 
decision, a reversal would mean 
that the forces of law and order 
would lose prestige, and would en- 
danger the Commonwealth. 

In the presence of two oops, Mio 



accuses Trock as the actual mur- 
derer of the Dedham cashier, but 
is laughed at when Mirlanne, who 
is the sister of the witness, Garth, 
refuses to back up Mio's statement, 
for fear that Troek's thugs will 
then rub out the last living "witness, 
her brother. Eventually they are- 
both killed by Troek's gang. 

This play can be understood in 
the light of a realistic fantasy. 
Certainly the verse patterns, the 
high philosophic plane in In which 
the play dwells, the elements of 
time which fuses all the characters 
into "poems," their sudden meet- 
ing, prearranged by the author and 
in no sense from a series of normal 
accidents, gives it a fantastic touch. 
What is left when the poetry and 
philosophy dries on their lips, is, 
that in the minds of all those who 
participated in the murder of the 
cashier, the electrocution by the 
State of Massachusetts, the son who 
is haunted by his father's death, 
the criminals who fear to he found 
out, the Judge who is restless, un- 
satisfied with his smug, theories of 
tbe objectivity of the State, is, that 
classes exist, that nothing mouthed 
by the State is objective justice, 
that the very idealism which seems 
to guide the shrewd patter of the. 
Judge comes from an association 
with the ethics of the Democratic- 
State and is, therefore, class jus- 
tice. They are all bound within 
themselves with fear-philosophy 
and vengeance. 
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By FELIX GIORDANO 

NEWARK, N. J.— W-PA workers 
In the Newark district have woe a 
10 percfent increase in wages, from 
?55 to $60.50 a month, beginning 
from January 2, 1936. 

This increase was due primarily 
to toe organizational activity of the 
Association for Adequate Relief, 
Newark section of the N.U.L., which 
was the only organization to call 
the workers to a giant mass meet- 
ing which unanimously endorsed 
the demands for wage increases, 
lower working hours, and recogni- 
tion of the workers' organization 
and committees. 

The demands, presented to Mr, 
Lewis, district administrator, 
brought forth the usual answer 
that they would be kept in mind. 
Tired of Promises 

But the workers, who had organ- 
ised to get results, were not satis- 
fied with vague promises that bound 
the administration to exactly noth- 
ing. Dissatisfaction spread among 
them, which was heightened by the 
knowledge that in Pennsylvania 
and in New York, the two border- 
ing states, wage increases had been 
obtained. 

The mood of the workers was 
taking shape and found expression 
in the widespread response that the 
idea of STRIKE obtained on the 
various projects. 

Local Strikes 

On a number of projects, small 
local strikes occurred, in prepara- 
tion for the general strike of all 
project workers, which was being 
prepared by the Association for 
Adequate Relief, and for which all 
the workers were getting ready. 

It is against this background 
that the sudden decision to hand 
out a 10 percent increase is to be 
understood. For, undoubtedly the 
WPA officials, both local and 
state, were worried by the threat 
of an impending strike, and all the 
publicity that such a tremendous 
strike, Involving close to 20,000 per- 
sons in this district, would have 
Inevitably received. 

Authorities Take Revenge 

But the authorities would not be 
forced to grant a raise in wages 
without at least attempting to take 
their revenge. This they tried by 
firing a number of the more mili- 
tant workers without previous ad- 
vice or warning for no reason ex- 
cept thai they earned on organ- 
izational work on their project. To 
be sure, this was not the official 
reason, but anyone with one eye 
could have seen It, and smelled it, 
a mile away. 

This claim was further confirmed 
indirectly by Mr. Michael Condron, 
district labor manager, when he 
stated to a committee representing 
the Association which went to pro- 
test the firing of the men and de- 
mand their reinstatement, that one 
of the fired men had "threatened" 
to carry on organizational work on 
any other project he might have 
been assigned to. 

The Association immediately 
{Continued on Pate 2) 



Cleveland Hot- Air Fest 
A Pacifist Jamboreel 
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The second of a series of ar- 
ticles on the "People's Front** by 
Max Shachtman, entitled "The 
Government of the People's 
Front, and the People's Front 
and the War Danger," will ap- 
pear in the next issue of the 
NEW MILITANT. For the first 
installment of this series turn 
to page 3. 

Comrade John West will dis- 
cuss the decision of the Supreme 
Court on the A.A.A., the Roose- 
velt message to Congress and 
tlie new budget in the next issue. 



Left Wing is 

OnlyHopein 

Silk Strike 

Must Fight to Save Union 

From Stalinist Suicide 

Policies 



PATERSON, N. J.— The strike 
in the textile industry in Paterson 
has now been going on for over 
two months. But the strike in no 
way resembles the historic strug- 
gles that the silk workers carried 
on in 1931 and in 1933. 

Now under Stalinist leadership, 
the union carries on the strike 
without the pep and the militancy 
that made Paterson a byword of 
active struggle in the labor move- 
ment. Strike meetings are a flop, 
the workers are demoralized. 

What are the reasons for such a 
state of affairs? First, the adven- 
turist policy of the Stalinists, which 
called the strike at the most unpro- 
pitious time by whipping up a false 
enthusiasm among a few members 
of the union — mostly Stalinists and 
stooges — and on such a slim basis 
called the strike. Secondly, the 
very tact that there are practically 
no positive demands; ail that the 
union is demanding now is a "sta- 
bilization of wage rates in Pater- 
son." Thirdly, and most important 
of alt, the local nature of the strike, 
which, as the NEW MILITANT 
pointed out as early as last May, 
could bring nothing but demoraliz- 
ation. 

Yet, against this background, the 
Stalinists are now coming to the 
elections and asking the workers 
to re-elect them to office and to 
leadership. And what is still worse, 
it is safe to predict that they will 
be re-eiested, so that the workers 
may be treated to a new and larger 
dose of the same kind of misleader- 
ship and adventurism. 

Way is it that with such a record 
of lack of achievement the Stalin- 
ists <will be able to maintain them- 
selves in power? 

Primarily because the efforts to 
form a coherent left wing, organ- 1 
Ized strongly and with a clear-cut 
program, up to now fell upon deaf 
ears, and also because the only 
other group in the field, led by 
Lovestoneites and a couple of their 
stooges, is still living down some 
of the worst traits of the non-lam- 
ented Ell Keller. 

The question poses itself : what 
(Continued on Page 2) 



Patriots Take Lead i n 

League for War Against 

Fascism Congress 

By PHILIP STRYKER 

CLEVELAND, 0., Jan. 8. — The 
•'United States Congress Against 
War and Fascism" closed its three- 
day session here last night, and 
Cleveland's city officials and bus- 
inessmen are unanimous in agree- 
ing that it was a fine convention 
and that this convention city will 
not have such a spending crowd 
uuti the Democrats get here in the 
summer. 

The Congress opened Friday eve- 
ning with a stirring rendition of 
"My Country 'Tis of Thee.' On 
the second line of this anthem, on 
the words "sweet land of liberty," 
Robert Minor's voice cracked, but 
Earl Browder and the rest of the 
Central Committee of the Commu- 
nist Party (present to a man) man- 
fully made up for Minor's mishap. 
The national anthem was followed 
by an original verse, sung to the 
tune of "The Vagabond King" : 
War is coming nearer, 
Fascist trends grow clearer, 
Nations rushing to the fall 
But the people waften 
Front their slumber shaken. 
Form their ranks and heed the 

call. 
Forward, forward, etc. 
Harold H. Burton, Mayor of 
Cleveland and a prominent Legion- 
atre, gave the official address of 
welcome to the congress. "We wel- 
come this gathering to our great 
forum,'' he declared, "with faith in 
God, with faith in America, and 
faith In ourselves to meet the fu- 
ture In the deepest interest of hu- 
manity." 

Rabbi Barnett R. Brickner of 
Cleveland (desisting for the eve- 
ning from his labors for his million- 
aire congregation } also welcomed 
the congress, and said that religion 
and war were Incompatible. Bishop 
Edgar F. Blake, Methodist leader 
of Michigan and vice-chairman of 
(Continued on Page 2) 
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Imperialist America 



STALINISTS PLEDGE FAITH 
TO GREEK MONARCH 



(The following Havas dispatch is reprinted 
from the \. Y. Post, Jan. 7, 1936) 

ATHENS, Jan. J (Havas).— The Greek Com- 
munist Party today formally pledged allegiance to 
King George II whom it hailed as a "guarantee 
against Fascism and against any authoritarian 
regime," 

A delegation of the party that used to call for 
the overthrow of existing governments and the 
prevailing economic and political system came to 
tite royal palace today and was received by King 
George, whom it assured of the unfailing support 



of its organization. 

The delegation announced that the Communist 
Party had decided to function "within the frame- 
work of the present regime." 

This unprecedented scene followed similar steps 
taken by Communist parties in various countries 

since the dictum of the Seventh World Congress 
of the Comintern last July which called upon 
members of the Third Internationa] to support 
existing democracies instead of seeking to over- 
throw them. 



He Flaunts U.S. Slave 

Hold on South 

America 



Workers Pay 
for Tire War 
Report Shows 



NEC Suspends N. Y. Old Guard 
as Socialist Party Split Widens 



By a vote of 8 to 2 the National 
Executive Committee of the Social- 
ist Party suspended the charter of 
the New York State Committee 
(Old Guard) at its meeting in 
Philadelphia last Sunday. The 
state committee set up at the Utica 
convention of the "Militants," how- 
ever, was not recognized. Instead, 
a new temporary committee of fif- 
teen members was appointed as a 
result.of a compromise of Thomas 
and the "Militants" with CooUdge 
of Massachusetts and Hoopes of 
Reading, Pa., who had tried to 
steep a midde course in the two- 
day debate. 

The new state committee con- 
tains 9 from the Utica conference 
group and 6 Old Guardtsts, some of 
them camouflaged as "Independ- 
ents." The new committee is to 
function under the supervision of 
a sub-committee of three members 
of the National Executive Commit- 
tee — Krzyekt. Allen and Coolidge— 
and is to draft plans for a state 
convention to be held not later than 
June 30, when a permanent state 
committee is So be constituted. 

Oneal, editor of the New Leader 
and James Graham of Montana 
voted against the N.E.C. decision. 
Oneal walked out of the meeting, 



declaring that the whole procedure 
was •'unconstitutional" and that 
his group would not recognize it. 
At the same time it was announced 
that an Eastern States Conference 
under the auspices of the Old 
Guard faction will be held in the 
latter part of January. Blerak, 
Old Guardist representing the Mas- 
sachusetts State Committee, which 
is formally sponsoring the Eastern 
States conference, threatened a 
deep split in the party if the 
charter of the New York State Com- 
mittee was suspended. Sarah 1,1m- 
bach, representing the Pennsylvania 
State Committee, also appeared be- 
fore the N.E.C, and took a similar 
position. 

In a statement defying the N.E.C. 
the New York State Committee 
said: "The New York State Com- 
mittee will continue to function as 
the duly constituted State party 
supported by a majority of the 
members." It further declared that 
the Old Guard has the support of 
"the States which are strongly or- 
ganized" and that "some of them 
have already advised the commit- 
tee that the revocation of the New 
York State charter means that thej 
shall not be able to continue as af- 
(Contimted on Page 2) 



By JACK WILSON 

AKRON, Ohio, Jan. 7— Even a 
government fact finding board In 
the rubber industry was forced to 
criticize policies of the rubber 
barons which have brought lay-offs, 
longer work hours and less pay for 
rubber workers, as indicated in a 
report released by the labor depart- 
ment this week. 

The report showed that every 
warning printed in the NEW MIL- 
ITANT three months ago telling of 
the plans of the rubber companies 
to lower real wages so that a tire 
price war would be paid for by 
workers were correct in every re- 
spect. 

I The board which worked tinder 
the direction of Frances Perkins, 
labor secretary, made its finding 
specifically against the Goodyear 
tire company which returned to an 
8-hour day last fall after having 
been forced on a six-hour day in 
1930. 

Nationwide in Scope 

That this move was part of a 
nation-wide employer drive against 
workers as we pointed out long ago, 
the board admitted in saying, "the 
opinion appears to prevail that if 
Goodyear with Its large production 
capacity lengthens hours, other tire 
manufacturers will follow a similar 
course." 

Tie board, which was naturally 
conservative in Its findings, de- 
clared that, "an average of 36 hours 
per week would mean reducing the 
Working forces by approximately 
12 per cent." Actually a 40-hour 
week work prevails so it can safely 
be said that at least 15 per cent 
of Goodvear's 15,000 employes have 
been layed-off permanently ! 

The basic reason for these of- 
fensives against the already poor 
standard of living of the workers 
can be extracted from a single par- 
agraph hidden in the middle of the 
99 page report. 

It reads, "Goodyear management 
states to the board that one of the 
motives In changing from six to 
eight hours is to effect a reduction 
in costs. This objective appears to 
be to increase income. It would be 
better to approach such a problem 
from the standpoint of marketing 
methods and elimination of price 
cutting warfare than by decreasing 
wage rates and increasing hours 
hours per day of workers." 
Workers Shoulder Costs 

The relentless forces of competi- 
tion drive rubber companies to gain 
market control at any cost and this 
cost has been thrown on the work- 
(Continoed on Page 4) 



Toledo Auto Plant Shut 
Down By Mass Picketing 

Two Month Old Strike Galvanized by Militant Tact 
Wins First Concession From Mathers Spring Co. 

BULLETIN 
TOLEDO, O., Jan. 8.— Mass pickets today forced the premise from 
the Mather Spring Company that the plant will be shut down immedi- 
ately. 

The company's vice-president made this as a personal pledge to 
pickets at the plant gates in return (or permission for strikebreakers 
to leave the plant unscathed. 

Negotiations are expected to start immediately, 
Burke Cochran, strike leader, stated that picket lines will continue 
until the union's demands are met. 
• • * ^- 

TOLEDO, Ohio, Jan. 8.— Open 



clashes broke out here today be- 
tween striking pickets of the Math- 
er Spring Co. and police and strike- 
breakers, as the company manage- 
ment proceeds with its threatened 
attempt to reopen the plant which 
was shut down two months ago. 
Flying bricks shattered the wind- 
shields of scab- conveying cars, 
police-billies flew as scores of 
blue-coats scurried about the picket 
line, which is swelling into the 
hundreds as a showdown fight ap- 
pears imminent. 

Although the strike involves only 
42!> men, the bitter battle these 
members of the Mechanics Educa- 
tional Society of America have put 
up since the strike was called on 
November 1 is beginning to stir up 
the coals of class- warfare which 
have smouldered here since the 
Auto-Lite strike. In response to an 
appeal tor aid issued yesterday by 
the strikers to all Toledo working 
class organizations, scores of work- 
ers from the Chevrolet plant (mem- 
bers and shop chairman of the A. 
F. of L. auto international), from 
the Splcer Mfg. Co., the Lucas 
County Unemployed League and its 
affiliated organization, the WPA 
Workers Union, and from other 
groups, joined the mass picket line. 

Present attempts to operate the 
plant, or to prepare it for operation 
(since as yet only several dozen [ 
maintenance men have been run 
through the picket line under 
heavy police protection), began as 
a surprise move last Thursday 
when the management announced 
Its intentions of reopening the 
plant, after two months of solemn 
declarations that they were prepar- 
ing to move It elsewhere or close it 
permanently. 

Heightened significance is added 
to the present developments as all 
signs Increasingly point to the fact 
that the Mather strike is being 
used as a test battle by the auto- 
mobile and parts manufacturers to 
determine the present temper and 
organizational solidarity of Toledo 
labor as a guide to the strategy to 
be employed in the general union- 
busting campaign which was inau- 
gurated here over a month ago by 
General Motors with the firing of 
900 Chevrolet union men. 

For the first time since the Auto- 
Lite strike, polfce are being used 
In imposing numbers and are at- 
tempting all sorts of vicious intim- 
idation and provocation. A rigid 
conspiracy of silence which has 
been maintained in the capitalist 
press about the issues of the strike, 
in the face of wide-spread disap- 
proval of the company's policies in 
refusing even to talk with the un- 
ion committee or negotiate through 
the Toledo Peace Board, established 
here by Edward L. McGrady short- 
ly after the Chevrolet strike, is 
expected to be broken any day, as 
the daily press distils its venom in 
(Continued on Page 2) 



WPA Official 

Gets Told by 

Project Union 

TOLEDO, Ohio, Jan. 5. — Many 
hundreds of WPA workers here 
jammed the large Memorial Hall 
auditorium this afternoon at a mass 
meeting of the WPA Workers Un- 
ion, which has been organized by 
and Is affiliated to the Lucas Coun- 
ty Unemployed League. Scores of 
workers from Wood, Fulton and 
other norfhwest Ohfo counties as 
far distant as fifty miles helped 
swell the crowd beyond the 800 
seating capacity to fill all standing 
room. This' meeting was the climax 
of a two weeks' intense organiza- 
tional drive by the new union, and 
veterans of unemployed organiza- 
tion here declared it to be the 
largest indoor meeting of public 
project workers and unemployed 
ever held in this city. 

William B. Scbmtihl, WPA ad- 
ministrator for Lucas and Wood 
counties, spoke at the meeting in 
response to the insistent pressure of 
the union that he publicly face the 
WPA workers to explain the rea- 
sons for the partial break-down ot 
(Continued on Page 4) 



Progressives 
Gain in AFL 
Union Meets 

Radio Workers Decide to 

Affiliate with Lewis 

Movement 



By ARNE SWA BECK 

The convention held in Pitts- 
burgh last week of federal local 
unions, represenfing about 50,000 
workers in radio and refrigeration 
manufacture, decided to demand 
from the A.F. of L. Executive Coun- 
cil that it be given an international 
charter guaranteeing the industrial 
form of organization. The dele- 
gates assembled apparently had no 
difficulty in making up their minds 
on this question. At the same time 
it is reported, that the delegates 
also decided to align themselves 
with the aims of the Committee for 
Industrial Organization, headed by 
John L. Lewis. 

Both of these decisions are Im- 
portant and indicative of the present 
trends in the trade union move- 
ment. Once again they prove that 
under modern industrial conditions 
the most elementary questions of 
union organization bring forward 
from the outset the disputed pro- 
gressive issues. They are not in- 
jected artificially. They grow out 
of the problems that arise and 
and thereby become necessary 
measures for the movement to 
adopt. Once the trends, now be- 
ginning to take form around the 
progressive issues, get to a solid 
basis they can be expected to sweep 
the trade union movement like a 
prairie-fire. 

Join With Lewis Movement 

Like the unions in other mass 
production industries the federal 
locals in radio and refrigeration 
manufacture found their first real 
obstacle to organization in the 
(Continued on Page 4) 



Protest Cays Cuban Terror 
Regime to Roosevelt Gov't 



la a sharp protest to President 
Roosevelt, leading labor organiza- 
tions and prominent individuals to- 
day laid at the door of the Amer- 
ican government the responsibility 
for the terroristic regime of Cuba. 

The Cuban general elections, set 
for January 10, are denounced as 
a fraud, since the only political 
parties permitted to participate are 
those of the wealthy landowners 
and emloyers, while every group 
which participated in ousting Ma- 
chado is declared Illegal, the trade 
unions are ordered dissolved, and 
hundreds are assassinated or exe- 
cuted and thousands jailed. 

The protest was issued by Nor- 
man Thomas, chairman of the La- 
bor and Socialist Defense Commit- 
tee; Joseph Wagner, Secretary of 
the General Defense Committee; 
and Felix Morrow, Secretary of the 
Non-Pa rtlsan Labor Defense. 

Among the signatories are John 
Dos Passos, Lewis Corey, Charles 
Yale Harrison, James Rorty, Anita 
Brenner, Sidney Hook, Carlo Tres- 
es, Bertha Poole Weyl, Elsie Gluck, 
Adelaide 'Wblker, Martha Gruening, 
Grace Lumpkin, Dr. John Haynes 
Holmes, Babette Deutseh, Sher- 
wood Eddy, Anna N. Davis, B. W. 
Huebsch, Matthew Josephson, Wil- 



liam Pickens, Qulncy Howe, Chas. 
8. Zimmerman, manager of Dress- 
makers' Union, and Paul Sturm, 
secretary of .the Workmen's Sick 
and Death Benefit Fund. Another 
signatory is Clifford Odets, noted 
playwright, who was refused ad- 
mission to Cuba recently because 
he went to investigate labor condi- 
tions. 

The letter of protest to President 
Roosevelt, copies of which were 
sent to Ambassador Jefferson Caf- 
fery. President Jose Rarnet of 
Cuba, and Secretary of State Cor- 
dell Hull states in part: 
Letter of Protest 

'■The present political regime in 
Cuba came Into existence through 
the direct intervention of Ambas- 
sador Jefferson Caffery. After 
years of terrible oppression, the 
Cuban masses had finally ousted 
Machado. But the American gov- 
ernment refused recognition to the 
government of President Grau San 
Martin, w hfch granted a minimum 
of democratic rights. 

"In grim contrast to this treat- 
ment was the American govern- 
ment's Immediate recognition of 
the present regime which violently 
seized power and has held it 
through a reign of terror." 



By A. .1. MCSTE 

President Roosevelt put on an- 
other good show when he made his 
annual address to Congress last 
week in person at nine o'clock in 
the evening. No president had ever 
addressed Congress at that hour In 
the entire peace time history of the 
nation. It took a little parliament- 
ary maneuvering to arrange it and 
the Republican politicians would 
have liked to chew our dear Presi- 
dent's ear off for thinking up this 
bright publicity stunt, for nine 
o'clock in the evening Is a swell 
spot for a radio broadcast and one 
was arranged which took in every 
station in the good old U. S. and 
quite a few In some of the more be- 
nighted lands outside our borders 
Under the circumstances we shall 
not be far wrong, and we shall also 
for once be in accord with every 
one else in the country including 
the newspapers and the Republican 
party, if we assert that F.D.R. was 
addressing the American people and 
not Congress and was firing the 
opening gun In the Presidential 
election campaign. This only makes 
lit more important of course that 
the workers should look beneath 
the lovely, liberal surface of the 
President's speech and behind his 
smiling face and analyze what he 
was really putting across. 
A Cheerful Picture 
The content of the speech was 
at many points as clever as the 
time and manner of Its delivery. 
Not least the opening touch. In 
1933 when I came into office, said 
Roosevelt, everything here In the 
U.S. was in a mesa wcile abroad 
everything was quite calm and 
there was general hope that an era 
of peaceful settlement of disputes 
had dawned. Today everything is 
bright and smiling in the good old 
U.S. and look what a mess things 
are In elsewhere, what with war, 
armament building, etc. Funda- 
mentally that picture holds good 
neither tor 1933 nor for 1936, but 
on the surface it seems plausible 
and plenty of people will be fooled 
by it — enough in all probability to 
reelect F.D. next fall. 

Nearly half, and this the first 
half of the speech, was devoted to 
Mr. Roosevelt's views on the world 
situation and the relation of the 
U.S. toward It. This is In itself 
significant. In the same breath 
almost he says that this country Is 
neutral, that It stands apart from 
embroilment in the quarrels of other 
nations and he must also say that 
"the people of the Americas must 
take cognizance of — a situation 
which has in it many of the ele- 
ments that lead to the tragedy of 
a genera] war." In other words, 
Roosevelt gives warning that war 
is coming, that we will not and 
cannot stand aloof, we shall be em- 
broiled. 

Creating War Psychology 
The President in ail this first 
section of his speech tried to create 
a psychology which will prepare 
the American masses to take part 
in the next war and in the mean- 
time permit American capitalists 
through his administration to con- 
tinue their huge war preparations 
without Interference. How Is this 
done? 

In the first place, he builds up 
the picture of the U.S. as a right- 
eous, noble, peaceloving, irreproach- 
able nation. We have "democracy," 
not autocracy. We want to reduce 
armaments (sliding over the fact 
that we are increasing them) while 
others are building armaments. If 
a fight breaks out anywhere, we 
virtuously stay out of it and hope 
that this good -example will per- 
suade others to stop fightfng. We 
as the big nation In the western 
hemisphere follow the policy of "the 
good neighbor" and jusf see the re- 
sult compared to the frightful mess 
In Europe, Asia and Africa. Never 
"In four and a half centuries" has 
there existed "a greater spirit of 
mutual understanding, of common 
helpfulness, and of devotion to the 
ideals of self-government than ex- 
ists today In the twenty-one Amer- 
can republics and their neighbor, 
the Dominion ot Canada. . . . There 
is neither war, nor rumor of war, 
nor desire for war." 

Fake Pictures 
The picture, again, is false to 
the core. It Is only a *ew months 
since there was actual war In the 
Chaco. American capitalism is ao 
(Continued on Page 2) 
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(Continued fnm Page 11 
the American League of War and 
Fascism, spoke, saying: "It is to 
the schools and colleges and uni- 
versities that we must look (or the 
leadership that shall pioneer the 
way to a new day.'' - There were 
other speakers of similar kidney all 
evening, but the chief speaker of 
the evening, and the most honored 
guest of the Congress, was Major- 
General Smedley Butler. 

War, declared the General, is a 
racket, bnt it could be ended. The 
way to end war is to amend the 
Constitution so that no armed 
forces should be sent beyond the 
continental limits, and to build up 
a sufficient force of battleships and 
also "Ford-type" airplanes with 
small cruising radlns, all to be used 
for defense. When interviewed 
later, the General declared hearty 
approval of the American League's 
campaign for neutrality legislation, 
and declared, "We must remain 
strictly neutral In thought, sympa- 
thy and In fact. We must cultivate 
relations with the Latin-American 
countries, which can provide all 
the foreign trade we need." Upon 
the conclusion of hie speech, the 
General got'a stirring ovation from 
the assembled delegates. 

Another general was the chief 
speaker the following night: Gen- 
eral Fang Chen , Wu of China. 
General Fang is being toured by 
the Stalinists, both here and 
abroad, as the future leader of the 
antl Japanese movement. [An ar- 
ticle on General Fang appears In 
another section of this Issue. — Ed.] 

A "biography" of the general in 
the January "China Today" falls 
to mention that the general was 
elevated to the Central Executive 
Committee of the Kuomlntang in 
May, 1629 at the very height of 
the Kuomlntang reaction when 
even liberals were being hounded, 
and turned to <tne useful slogan of 
«'anti-Japan" together with his 
chief, the "Christian General," 
Feng Tu Hsiang, when they both 
ha<} a falling out with Chiang Kai 
Shek. Cable dispatches today re- 
port that General Feng has patched 
up with Chiang and become his 
chief aide. We predict that his 
protege, Fang, will shortly return 
to China. 

Candor compels one to admit 
that General Fang is a more prin- 
cipled man than his Stalinist spon- 
sors. In the days when Chiang 
Kai-shek and Stalin addressed each 
other as comrades, the leaders of 
the Chinese bourgeoisie had to 
render a certain amount of lip ser- 
vice to the world revolution, the 
proletariat and peasantry, etc. 
General Fang didn't go in for this 
kind of nonsense at Cleveland. He 
had a message, and he made sev. 
eral speeches to the congress about 
It: The root of war is in aggres- 
sion; therefore aggressors must be 
stopped. The way to stop them, 
above all Japan, is to abolish the 
unequal treaties and enforce the 
other treaties such as the Kellogg 
Pact. "If only the signatories had 
not permitted Japan to break these 
treaties. . . . Breaking the treaties 
Is an Insult to the other nations, a 
sign of their weakness. . . . America 
should protect the treaties." This 
thoroughly bourgeois - reactionary 
message was cheered every time the 
general bared his teeth. 

The generals were the ace ex- 
hibits of the congress. Their near- 
est competitors for honors were: 
Harry F. Ward, re-elected national 
chairman of the League and Amer- 
ica's best-known Methodist: Roger 
Baldwin, re-elected to the national 
bureau of the League, famous, as 
director of the Civil Liberties TJn- 
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ion, for his equal defense of civil 
liberties for Fascists and non-Fas- 
cists; and Earl Browder, General 
Secretary of the Communist Party. 
When Browder rose to speak, each 
time the assembled "veterans, 
Democrats, Republicans, Socialists, 
Farmer-Laborites, social workers, 
ministers, workers, etc." rose to 
their feet and (as the Daily Work- 
er, Jan. 6 wrote) he "was received 
with tremendous ovation, cheers 
and applause lasting for minutes 
before he was permitted to speak." 
If we had not solemnly been as- 
sured ttiat these wildly cheering 
delegates had registered as repre- 
senting all sorts of organizations 
totalling two million membership, 
we might have thought it was Just 
a crowd of Stalinists paying hom- 
age to their appointed leader. 

Browder's chief ideological con- 
tribution to the congress was his 
declaration that the Communist 
Party would help the American 
League "reach out to Include not 
only one or two but fifteen to 
twenty million people In America, 
who will moke this country a de- 
cisive force for peace, taking Its 
stand alongside that other great 
country, the Soviet Union." 

In current Stalinist terminology, 
an imperialist country becomes a 
"force for peace" when, like France, 
it makes an alliance with the 
Soviet Union. The role of the 
"united front against war," there- 
fore, can have only one function: 
a pressure bloc to help push the 
United States into a military alli- 
ance with the Soviet Union. 

"Pacifism is part of the ideologi- 
cal preparation for war." This 
fundamental doctrine of the revo- 
lutionists has now been forgotten 
by the Stalinists. In the heroic 
days of the Comintern, this doc- 
trine guided an irreconcilable 
struggle against pacifism. Today 
the doctrine Is remembered for the 
opposite purpose of using pacifism 
to put pressure on the American 
government to make the "right" 
alliance, that is, with the Soviet 
Union. Imperialist America will 
then be declared to be fighting a 
"progressive war," the pacifist II-. 
luslons will, as during the last 
war, be transformed into idealistic 
chauvinism, and the American 
League will have achieved its foul 
purpose. 

The three-day congress was a 
field day for pacifism. Every odd 
variety of Illusion about war was 
heard ; everything except the voice 
of revolutionary struggle against 
war. No one was contradicted: 
believers in religious ways of keep- 
ing the peace; advocates of refusal 
to register for the draft ; advocates 
of sending the "right men" to 
Washington to stop war ; advocates 
of . conscripting both wealth and 
men ; those who swore to refuse to 
bear arms ; advocates ot constitu- 
tional amendments to stop war; 
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took up the fight of the fired men, 
charging discrimination and de- 
manding reinstatement of the men 
ou the projects and pay for time 
lost. The men have in the last few 
days been reassigned to projects, 
while the appeal is pending In the 
state office of the WPA, 

Another aspect of the struggle 
that the administration is carrying 
on against the Association Is to be 
found in the arrests (four to date) 
of members of the Association who 
are guilty of organizing WPA work- 
ers. The arrested were Thomas 
Morans, Jack Dale, Felix Giordano 
and Victorson. A convenient excuse 
for such arrests is the distribution 
of leaflets. Anybody caught dis- 
tributing leaflets for the Associa- 
tion Is liable to arrest on sight, to 
be charged with anything from 
"distributing leaflets without a per- 
mit"— which is impossible to get — 
to "obstructing and interfering." 

This phase of the struggle has 
now been taken up by the recently 
formed local o£ the Non-Partisan 
Labor Defense, which is in charge 
of the appeals. 

With the victory of the WPA 
front, now being firmly established, 
a new and most important fight 
looms on the horizon of the Asso- 
ciation and of all genuine unem- 
ployed organizations. Prom now 
on. it is officially reported, all new 
applicants for relief will not be 
?i veil cash, but will be treated to a 
permanent "grocery order" system. 
This is heralded by the reactionary 
press as a first step toward the 
general reestahlisbment of the 
grocery order system. The real 
meaning of this new step, aside 
from being a boon to large stores, 
| -is to be found in an official an- 
nouncement to the effect that the 
administration expects to save 20 
percent of the cost of relief by the 
return to the food order system. 

Preparing to Defeat Relief Cut 

Thus what is really implied by 
the move is a cut in the standards 
of relief. What such a cut would 
mean to the undernourished fam- 
ilies of the unemployed is easy to 
picture. 

Against this new attempt of the 
administration the Association for 
Adequate Relief is preparing itself 
for a real struggle. 



every antl-Uarzlst notion about 
ways and means of stopping war 
was voiced and went unchallenged. 
The one possibly conceivable func- 
tion of such a gathering, the edu- 
cational function of revolutionists 
making clear the difference between 
these crack-pot ideas and realistic 
methods of struggle against war- 
that was the last conceivable func- 
tion which the Stalinists could or 
would exercise 1 

With over two thousand ostens- 
ible delegates, the congress itself 
was nothing more than a mass 
meeting, In which the delegates 
submitted to speeches by the gen- 
erals and preachers. No provisions 
were made for delegates to have 
the floor. To make doubly sure 
that everything would go through 
greased, the rules provided, when 
the program and resolutions were 
brought in and shoved through in 
scarcely more time than it took to 
read them, that there could be no 
resolutions offered from the floor, 
and no amendments. With a hand- 
picked resolutions committee, this 
effectively prevented discussion. 

The only possible place where 
there might have been some pur- 
poseful discussion was in the one 
afternoon's session In which the 
congress broke up into commis- 
sions — religious, children's, wo- 
men's, trade union, etc. In theory 
these smaller groups were supposed 
to prepare and discuss resolutions 
for submission to the general reso- 
lutions committee. Actually, how- 
ever, these commissions were mere- 
ly smaller editions of the wlnd- 
baggery of the congress as a whole. 
I can speak particularly of the 
trade union commission, which I 
covered. The leaders of the com- 
mission, instead of presenting reso- 
lutions for discussion, gave the 
floor to a series of speakers who 
talked on nothing and everything, 
and then, when the afternoon was 
over and the delegates were stream- 
ing out, called for the election of 
a well-Stalinlzed resolutions com- 
mittee to prepare the trade union 
resolutions. 

A resume of some of the inci- 
dents at the trade union commis- 
sion Is instructive. A labor attor- 
ney made a speech in favor of the 
NRA, which had been very good, 
be said, it "did away with many 
strikes." A representative of the 
Brotherhood of Railway Trainmen 
made a speech supporting League 
of Nations sanctions and. In clos- 
ing, declared: "I endorse every- 
thing General Butler said last 
night." A representative of the 
Mexican Popular Front made a 
speech declaring that President 
Cardenas was the savior of demo- 
cratic "rights. It was moved and 
seconded and unanimously adopted, 
to send a message of greetings to 
Cardenas as the savior of demo- 
cratic rights. An aging steel work- 
er urged the audience not to let 
their boys go to war but to keep 
them at home. A machinist dele- 
ate spoke of organizing unions and 
the People's Front. A representa- 
tive of a United Mine Workers 
local spoke for the united front. 
Charles Zimmerman objected to the 
congress solely on the ground that 
it did not include more unions. A 
Negro made a splendid speech 
against Jim-Crowism In the unions'. 
Ben Gold made a vicious attack on 
Zimmerman, for which he was duly 
reprimanded the next day for not 
having learned the new line. Zim- 
merman answered by again com- 
plaining about the lack of trade 
unions In the congress. A couple 
of speeches, Including one by the 
Friends of the Chinese People, and 
the trade union commission was 
about over. 

Max S. Hayes, prominent Cleve- 
land trade unionist, arose to ex- 
press his Indignation at the slan- 
ders cast against the League as 
being a Communist organization. 
He proposed to settle that kind of 
thing once, and for all by a resolu- 
tion which he read. The resolution 
declared that whereas the League 
existed to perpetuate the American 
democratic form of government, 
etc., therefore be it resolved that 
the League goes on record against 
all . dictatorships, including the 
Russian. Here was an opportunity 
to clarify the distinction between 
defending bourgeois democracy and 
fighting for the democratic rights 
of the masses : an opportunity to 
defend the nature of the workers' 
state. Not the Stalinists! Louis 
Weinstock arose hastily to propose 
that the resolution be referred to 
the resolutions committee, where it 
remained buried, the only refer- 
ence to it being a casual remark 
by the reader of the resolutions to 
the congress, that "two resolutions 
submitted were not reported out by 
the resolutions committee because 
of their political character." Then 
came the announcement that Max 
Hayes, author of such a resolution, 
was elected vice-chairman of the 
American League. 

If the trade union commission 
was so formless, undoubtedly the 
others were even worse. A glimpse 
into one of them was provided by 
the Rev. Herman Relssig, chairman 
of the religious commission, who 
reported that his commission had 
had a long and most Interesting 
discussion of the difference between 
prophetic religion and traditional 
religion, but had finally decided 
that a resolution on this point was 



mot germane to the congress. 

Thus, deliberately, the congress 
was a Babel of all tongues except 
revolutionary ones; a veritable 
three-day parade of preachers and 
generals, politicians and profes- 
sional pacifists, and a small section 
of earnest but thoroughly confused 
workers, who could not bnt be even 
more confused by the whole pro- 
ceeding. The vague, pea-fog Intel- 
lectual atmosphere clogged minds 
and hearts, stultified working class 
instincts and bred vast, fantastic 
illusions about tie struggle against 
war. 

These illusions were embodied to 
vicious succinctness In the ten- 
point program adopted by the con- 
gress. The program falls into two 
parts, the first being points dealing 
with struggle against reaction. 
These are Issues which properly 
should be raised and carried on by 
a broad labor defense organization 
and by a progressive movement In 
the trade unions, and provide no 
real reason for the existence of the 
American League They are, in 
fact, quite perfunctory, and are 
merely window-dreaming for the real 
purpose of the League: its pacifist 
program. TTie "anti-war" part of 
the program Is its real essence. 
These points are the replica of the 
Stalinist line on the war question. 

In reading these "auti-war" 
planks, one realizes the enormous 
usefulness of this "people's front" 
to Stalinism. Speaking in its own 
name, the Stalintern is still embar- 
rassed by the baggage of scraps of 
Leninism which remain from the 
days when the Comintern was a 
revolutionary organization. Stalin- 
ism must in the same breath de- 
clare that France will fight a pro- 
gressive war which Communists 
will support but that at the same 
time they will prepare for civil 
war. Stalinism must in the same 
breath declare Its loyalty to bour- 
geois democracy in the People's 
Front but simultaneously swear it 
has not forgotten the dictatorship 
of the proletariat. All this baggage, 
so outmoded for the chauvinist 
role of the Stalintern, they can 
happily leave outside when they 
appear in the guise of the American 
League. In the name of the disci- 
pline of the "united front," Hath- 
away rendered Up service to the 
class-struggle approach but hast- 
ened to declare that this is "a per- 
spective we know that many people 
at this congress are not yet ready 
to accept" — and therefore the Com- 
munist party "unconditionally*' ac- 
cepts the American League program 
which is not based on class strug- 
gle! 

The united front used to b2 a 
form of joint action on class strug- 
gle lines but not requiring all par- 
ticipants to accept the final revolu- 
tionary outcome of the class strug- 
gle. Now, under the formula of 
the Peopled Front, "against war 
and Fascism" in the abstract, even 
the elementary conception of inde- 
pendent class action is thrown 
overboard t 

(Another installment on the 
program of the League will ap- 
pear next week.) 



Lett Wing Is 
Need in Silk 



(Continued from Page 1) 

must be done now? Is the strike 
necessarily to be a complete rout 
of the union forces? Will the union 
that the workers built and tem- 
pered in struggle now be completely 
smashed? 

First: What Is to be done? We 
know of no other answer than the 
one we gave on May 1: Build the 
left wing. By that, we are forced 
to insist, we do not mean what is 
now considered by some misin- 
formed people to be the left wing, 
the Stalinist misleadershlp and ad- 
venturism. Wiat must be built Is 
a group ot serious union members 
that can gauge a situation objec- 
tively and supply the workers with 
the necessary program and leader- 
ship. We have lost precious time 
in the building of such a left wing, 
and we are now paying dearly for 
it. Still, the situation Is not des- 
perate, and IE we apply ourselves 
to the task and actually do build 
such a left wing, the union will 
have a chance to experience a re- 
growth. 

Second: Will the strike be a 

complete defeat? Not necessarily. 

If the left wing is built, and if It 

is able to rally the workers to it* 

program, it will be possible, though 

l!i no way assured, that something 

1 may be saved out of this battle 

i which now has all the appearances 

of an inglorious defeat. 

; Third: Will the union besmashed? 

j Again that depends on the speedy 

s establishment of the left wing. 

! Such a new group would be able 

I to give new life to the union, and 

I steer it out of its present difficult 

! straits. If the left wing is not built 

1 soon, then the union, as the result 

'. of the defeat, will fall back, lose 

■ membership, and become again 

j what it .was before 1931, a small 

. group trying to be a union. And 

; nil the work of building that has 

been carried on for over five years 

' will have availed us nothing, and 

will have to be done all over a^ain. 

The task before the silk workers 

of Paterson presents itself in no 

ambiguous form: Build the left 
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completely dominant in the econo- 
mic sense over both northern and 
southern continents,^ European na- 
tions so utterly unable to challenge 
it, that it can masquerade as the 
benevolent good rich neighbor In 
the same way as some individual 
steel, coal or textile magnate plays 
"the good neighbor" to bis wage- 
slaves at the foot of the hill. In- 
directly, but it may well be inten- 
tionally, Mr. Boosevelt when he 
draws his picture of the twenty- 
two "democratic" nations of the 
two Americas, arms all linked to- 
gether and dancing the dance of 
brotherllness, is telling other na- 
tions that twenty-one of them are 
essentially satellites ot the U. 8., 
that the U. S. is not going to tol- 
erate any other suitors, and that If 
any nation from the more barbaric 
continents steps on Uncle Sam's 
toes it may have to fight the other 
American nations too. 

But the picture of noble, peaceful 
Uncle Sam and his neighbors, as 
Mr. Roosevelt paints it, is plausible 
and touching and subtly Insinuates 
into many minds the idea that if 
ever such a country as this should 
be Involved in a war, it would be 
"purely defensive" or unselfishly on 
behalf of some geat Ideal — perhaps 
the' missionary ideal of carrying to 
other lands the blessings of Amer. 
lean peace and neighborliness. And 
of course when such a country now 
drills troops, builds military planes 
and war vessels,, it is for the same 
noble, irreproachable ends! Only 
some nasty-minded Bolshevik could 
think otherwise. 

The Certainty of War 

Once again we note the tenseness 
of international relations today, 
the certainty of war and of onr In- 
volvement in It, Involuntarily com- 
ing to the surface. In the very act 
of picturing the rjeaee-lovlng U. 8. 
Roosevelt conjures up the enemy 
whom we are to fight In the ap- 
proaching war. "The temper and 
the purposes of the rulers of many 
of the great populations in Europe 
and in Asia have not pointed the 
way either to peace or to good-will 
among men.'' The "twin spirits of 
autocracy and agression" rule these 
nations. Roosevelt Is not satisfied 
to charge the rulers of these auto- 
cratic and aggressive nations (ob- 
viously Japan, Germany, Italy, etc. 
are intended) with crimes. More 
openly than is customary in this 
stage qf war preparation he tries 
prepare the American masses to hate 
and therefore to fight the peoples of 
other lands. "It is idle," he says, 
"to preach that the masses of the 
people who constitute those nations 
which are dominated by the twin 
spirits of autocracy and agression, 
are out of sympathy with their 
rulers. . . They follow blindly and 
fervently the lead of those who 
seek autocratic power." After more 
of this kind, he becomes positively 
truculent, challenging these wicked 
nations to knock the chip off his 
shoulder: "I recognise that these 
words which I have chosen with de- 
liberation will not prove popular 
in any nation that chooses to fit 
this shoe to its foot"-— the imputa- 
tion, if they dont like It, to hell 
with them. 

Let American workers, farmers 
and Intellectuals make no mistake 
about it. Primarily, Roosevelt's 
speech was an expression of Amer- 
ican imperialism flinging defiance 
at Its foes, seeking to engender a 
war spirit bi the American masses, 
"Good" and "Bad" Capitalist 
Powers 

The Roosevelt speech gave sup- 
port to the two ratlonalizatlonsJjy 
means of which the Imperialists — 
and, it cannot too often be pointed 
out, the Stalinist and social demo- 
cratic misleaders of the working 
class — made use In duping the 
masses into participation in imper- 
ialist war. One Is the Idea to which 
we have already alluded, namely, 
that there are two kinds of big na- 
tions : the good, non-aggressive, 
"democratic" ones and the bad, ag- 
gressive, autocratic, Fascist ones. 
The fact that all alike arc capital- 
ist-imperialist nations, engaged in 
daily deathly competition with eaeh 
other, which some day shifts into 
open, military conflict, this is push- 
ed into the background. So is the 
fact that in the Fascist countries 
the masses are told that the "dem- 
ncratie" countries are pious hypo- 
crites who have plundered and slug- 
ged their neighbors and now won't 
let them get up and rehabilitate 
themselves. Thus as in 1914 the 
masses are to he duped, hypnotized 
by looking at ■ an illusion so that 
(hey don't realize the truth until 
they perish in agony in No Man's 
Land. 

And the other fairy tale is that 
of the small nations who "if left to 
themselves, would be content with 
their boundaries" and whose rulers 
"deep in' their hearts follow these 
Iieaeeful and reasonable aspirations 
of their peoples." Poor little Bel- 
gium, noble, democratic King Al- 



bert, all over again! 

After Roosevelt has thus foretold 
war, aroused the war psychology 
and Indicated at whom the guns we 
are making are pointed (mainly 
Japan, of course) it is not hard to 
discern the real meaning of our 
"neutrality" policy over which pac- 
ifists, including socialists and Stal- 
inists, wax eo enthusiastic. There 
Is no "moral" consistency about it 
certainly, fer it proposes to with- 
hold munitions equally from the 
"good" neighbors and the "bad" 
in case they are Involved in war 
and to keep up "normal" trade if 
possible with both la other forms 
of merchandise which might be 
used for war purposes. For the 
present, while the preliminary skir- 
mishes take place, we can hold 
aloof under this "neutrality" policy, 
go about our" business of consoli- 
dating our economic power espe- 
cially ontrthe American continents, 
building our naval and military ma- 
chine, letting other countries de- 
plete their resources and energies. 
Even after the outbreak of large- 
scale conflict the D. S. may still for 
a time pursue the same superfi- 
cially virtuous course, as In 1914- 
17, but In due time, unless the Amer- 
ican workers under the leadership 
of the revolutionary international- 
ist party decree otherwise, when It 
has exhausted possibilities of gain 
from a "peaceful" policy wijl 
plunge again into war. 

It is when we thus see clearly 
that the first half of Roosevelt's 
speech for American capitalist im- 
perialists, a pledge that the admin- 
istration will look tirelessly after 
the national (capitalist) 'defences,' 
that we can see through the sham 
and demagogy of the last half 
which has been ecstatically hailed 
by liberal and all good Democrats 
as a fighting speech agrJnfft auto- 
cratic and reactionary capitalism. 
New Deal Served Capitalism 

The New Deal, as Boosevelt 
points out in this' very speech, hold- 
ing it to be to his credit, saved cap- 
italism and the capitalists. Busi- 
ness is on the upgrade. Stock quo- 
tations and profits are mounting. 
Relief funds are being drastically 
cut Strikes were kept hi bounds 
by Hugh Johnson and his succes- 
sors. The basic Industries are still 
unorganized. There are eleven mil- 
lion or more unemployed. But the 
capitalists are feeling chesty, now 
that profits are being made again, 
temporarily. They want to take 
away from the workers even those 
concessions, mainly Illusory, which 
Roosevelt realized had to be given 
to save the system. So there is to 
be a sham battle to divert the 
masses' attention from the truth. 
Some Republican hack will run 
against Roosevelt, champion of the 
forgotten man. 

Unwittingly he made It clear — 
and this Is for us the most Impor- 
tant point in the second bait of the 
speech — that regardless of .who is 
elected President, which old party 



is In power, the old age of individu- 
alism, of laissez faire is gone. Gov- 
ernment will more and more throw 
off any. pretense of being merely an 
agency to keep peace between Indi- 
viduals in the land or some higher 
'essence "above the battle" of eco- 
nomic forces. More and more open- 
ly the economic system will func- 
tion directly through government 
agencies. Government will "inter- 
fere" In every phase of lite, includ- 
ing the labor movement. "Our re- 
splendent economic autocracy," 
orates*' Mr. Roosevelt, "does not 
want to return to that individual 
ism of which they prate. . . . They 
realize that in thirty-four months 
we have built op new Instrument* 
of public power." Of course, says 
Mr. Roosevelt, in my hands, "in the 
hands of a people's government 
this power is wholesome and 
proper." But Mr. Roosevelt used 
it to save these very capitalists 
whom he pretends to fight. "The 
new Instruments, of public power" 
designed to save capitalism, point 
Inexorably to — Fascism. 

From that and from the war to 
which Mr. Roosevelt also pointed, 
the toiling masses of this and of 
all lands cannot be saved by paci- 
fism or reform, but only by taking 
power into their own hands by 
revolutionary action, smashing the 
capitalist state and building a 
workers' state and an ordered eco- 
nomic life. 



Pickets Shut 
Mather Plant 



wing, and build it now! 

No mean, task, to be sure. Yet 
upon the ability of the Paterson 
silk workers to carry it out rests 
the very life of the union. 



(Ccfttfnoed from Page 1) 

preparation for the moment when 
It can cry out "Violence!" and "Un- 
ruly agitators!" 

There Is little doubt but that 
every agency of the capitalist class, 
government, police, press, strike- 
breakers, reactionary organisations, 
are being mobilized In an effort to 
demoralize unionism In Toledo by 
restoring a plant to full operation 
in the face of a picket-line for the 
first time in a score and over of 
strikes during the "New Deal" per- 
iod. Industrialists are deliberately 
driving for a violent show-down 
battle. 

Leading figure in the strike is 
Burke Cochran, vice-president of 
the M.E.S.A. Toledo local, who has 
been elected to take full charge of 
all strike activities. Cochran was 
the key-speaker at the mass meet- 
ing of the Mather strikers and M.E. 
S.A. men yesterday, which was 
called tor the purpose of mobilizing 
the forces in the strike. His in- 
domitable drive, keen tactical sense 
and fighting fervor have revitalized 
the spirit of the strikers, drooping 
under two months of Inactivity, 
tension, uncertain waiting and slim 
living. Today's clashes indicate 
that the union is going to fight bit- 
terly. A mass picket line is being 
built up in ley blizzard weather. 

At the moment when the scabs 
appear to start actual plant oper- 
ation, there Is going to be a fight 
and the outcome of this fight may 
determine In large measure the 
course of all auto unionism In this 
city for some time to come. 
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filiated organizations of the na- 
tional party." 

Daniel Hoan absented himself 
from the N.B.C. meeting but sent 
a telegram demanding unity and 
proposing that the five leading fac- 
tlonallsts from each side should 
withdraw from party work for the 
next period. 

National Spilt 

There is no doubt that the spile, 
already an accomplished fact in 
New York State, will be extended 
throughout the party. But, from 
all indications, the Old Guard 
claims of a majority will not be 
substantiated. The Federations- 
Finnish and Jugo-Slav — will go 
with the right wing In the split 
and the Jewish Verband majority 
will follow suit. A minority of the 
latter, however, Is expected to re- 
main with the official party. The 
Young People's Socialist League 
will follow suit by an overwhemlng 
majority. The Reading organiza- 
tion is divided over the issue ; this 
accounts, it Is said, for the middle- 
of-the-road position of Hoopes. The 
Milwaukee organization Is expected 
to remain with the official party 
once the split becomes definitive on 
a national scale. The municipal 
Socialist organization controlled by 
Mayor McLevy, on the other hand, 
will probably go with the Old 
Guard. 

Throughout the debate at the 
sessions of the N.B.C., as in the 
long struggle since the Detroit con- 
vention, the Old Guard hammered 
away on political issues, making no 
compromises In Its demand that 
"armed insurrection" and uaited 
front with the C. P. be banned as 
a condition for unity. The "Mili- 
tants" took a defensive position on 
the political issues and centered 
their arguments on "autocracy " 
and the demand for an "active and 
Inclusive party." 

In the national split, which now 
appears to be irremediable, the Old 
Guard will have the advantage of 
a homogeneous grouping and an 
unambiguous program. It will also 
have the important financial re- 
sources accruing from the institu- 
tions under its control, particularly 
the opulent "Forward." The For- 
ward was attacked by Thomas as 
having dominated the party "be- 
cause it has the money." The For- 
ward was also attacked by Krueg- 
er, according to press reports, as a 
"Job machine and a money .ma- 
chine" which employed Tammany 
methods in the party. 

The official party, beaded by 
Thomas, will come out of the spilt 
with a decisive majority of the 
membership, the "activists" and the 
youth. The personal popularity of 
Thomas as the Presidential candi- 
date will also be an Important fac- 
tor in the struggle to prevail. Its 
handicap will be Its heterogeneous 
composition and its lack of a defi- 
nite and consistent policy. This is 
the fruit of the strategy of the 
activists in conducting the struggle 
primarily oc the basis of secondary 
and organizational questions arid 
evading the challenge of the Old 
Guard on political issues. 
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'People's Front' - New Panacea of Stalinism 



By Max Shachtman 



,l casclsm, In seizing power in 
Germany without encountering the 
slightest resistance from the work- 
ing class, revealed how utterly 
savage and reactionary capitalism 
has become in the years of its <le 
cay, it nevertheless yielded one 
positive result. It brutally jerked 
the proletarian movement out of its 
complacency with the old labor 
parties, their theories, their prac- 
tical policies and their leadership, 
and compelled it to undertake a 
search (or a coarse different Irom 
those whieh led it to such a calam- 
itous and humiliating defeat. At 
the same time that Fascism brought 
to the workers everywhere an acute 
awareness of the hideous inferno 
which It holds in store for them 
whenever and -wherever it triumphs, 
it also impelled them to think 
deeply about why it took over the 
helm so easily in Germany and 
what line of action must hence- 
forward be adopted so that the 
reptile may be strangled before it 
strangles them. 

Nothing Is more understandable 
than the fact that the workers, 
alarmed by the spread of Fascism 
to one country after another, should 
lend a receptive ear to every plaus- 
ible plan presented as a means 
whereby they may deal an effective 
blow to what menaces their very 
existence. And of the plans recent- 
ly put forward, none appears so 

Hjw the German 
\Followed the 

The classic party of the "prac- 
tical" struggle against Fascism, for 
peace and democracy, was the Ger- 
man social democracy. Its policy, 
generously complemented by the 
German Stalinists, resulted In the 
facile victory of Fascism, the en- 
h ii n cement of the danger of a new 
world war, the destruction of the 
last remnants even of bourgeois 
democracy. Briefly its course was 
based upon the following concep- 
tions: 

Not having behind us the major- 
ity, we cannot yet take control of 
the country, establish a Socialist 
government, and inaugurate a so- 
cialist society. The Weimar Repub- 
lic is better for the working class 
than the Hohenzollern monarchy ; 
Hitlerlsm Is worse than the Wei- 
mar Republic. We must therefore 
■defend the bourgeois republic, for 
the alternative Is not socialism or 
capitalism, but democracy or Fas- 
cism. Being in the minority in the 
country, we can find a majority to 
defend the republic ("democracies 
require majorities'") only if we 
ally ourselves with the democratic 
elements of all classes. They will 
ally themselves with us in the 
struggle against Fascism only if 
we do not drive them into Its arms 
by a systematic prosecution of the 
class struggle. The class struggle, 
in such critical times as exist by 
virtue of the Fascist threat to seize 
I>ower, Is superseded by the strug- 
gle of the people (all classeo. the 
good people of all classes) agiiinst 
the psyohopathologlcal Brownshirts. 
The unity of the people is repre- 
sented by the Iron Front. That we 
have won the democratic bour- 
geoisie to the struggle against Fas- 
cism, is represented by the fact 
that Hindenburg is our candidate 



simple, so plausible, so effective aa 
the one now so vociferously ad- 
vanced by the Stalinist parties, fol- 
lowing the 7th Congress of the 
Communist International, for vir- 
tually all the countries of the globe. 

But only appears ! For a closer 
examination of the Stalinist pana- 
cea against Fascism and war, 
which goes by the alluring name 
of "The People's Front," will not 
only reveal that the "plan" is far 
from a new one but also that its 
execution would have just exactly 
the opposite effects from those it 
promises to produce. 

The opposite effects? Precisely. 
Do you then mean that the Stalin- 
ists, instead of wanting to avert 
Fascism and war, would rather 
bring them on? Not at all, any 
more than the German social demo- 
crats wanted the war of 1914-1918 
or the victory of Hitler in 1933; 
for that matter, any more than the 
bulk of the members of the capital- 
ist class "want" imperialist war. 
What is decisive in this, as in all 
other social questions, is not what 
you want, but what will logically 
result from the policy you pursue. 
Not even the most ardent and an- 
xious mounta{n climber has ever 
been known to reach the top of 
Mont Blanc by starting to dig a 
ditch at the foot of it; such a 
method would hardly bring him 
half-way up the side of It. 

Social Democrats 
Road to Ruin] 

for the presidency of the republic 
(God knows he isn't perfect, but 
Hitler is worse). The struggle 
against the Fascists must not ex- 
ceed, parliamentary bounds, for ac- 
tual physical struggle would pre- 
cipitate a civil war of the classes 
in the country, which would fright- 
en our allies into the camp of Hit- 
ler. Better a thousand times that 
both sides should disarm, for work- 
ers need no arms in order to con- 
quer a majority at the ballot bos. 

The consequences of this course 
are too frightful and recent in the 
memory of all to require detailed 
comment. 

Now, wherein does the Stalinist 
policy of the "People's Front" dif- 
fer essentially, in France or in the 
United States, from the policy of 
the German social democrats? In 
only one respect. The Germans 
pursued this line of thought and 
action out of a deeply-felt desire 
to protect the mighty organizations 
and institutions of labor, built up 
by years of effort and sacrifice, as 
the living hasis for the coming so- 
cialist society in Germany. These 
organizations and institutions the 
leaders identified with themselves. 
The Stalinists have adopted the 
same line out of just as deep a 
desire to protect the proletarian 
institutions and the foundations of 
socialism which are being laid In 
the Soviet Union. In turn, they too 
identify them with the Soviet bu- 
reaucracy and Its interests. In 
both cases, such a line must ulti- 
mately lead— as it already has in 
Germany — not only to the wiping 
out of these institutions and con- 
uests of past years, but even to the 
smashing of the very bureaucracy 
whose course brings on the catas- 
trophe. 



Why the Stalinists Made the Turn 
to the "People's Front*' 



Up to the time Hitler took power, 
the Stalinist line In Germany (as 
in all other countries) was derived 
from the theory and practice of 
"socialism In one country.'' The 
source of the new Stalinist line is 
exactly the same theory. At bot- 
tom, the latter is based upon a 
loss of faith in the revolutionary 
capacities of the world working 
class, for the Soviet bureaucracy 
simply says, when it formulates 
and fights So furiously for fhe 
idolization of its theory, that back- 
ward Russia will arrive at the 
classless socialist society, with a 
standard of living higher than that 
ever enjoyed by any working class 
in any capitalist country at any 
stage of development, sooner than 
the German, French, English or 
American workers will overthrow 
their bourgeoisie. Arrive there IF 
military inter vent ion can be pre- 
vented, IF the capitalist world, es- 
pecially Europe, p.in be made to 
preserve (more or less) the status 
■quo, without eruptions or convul- 
sions. A civil war i!i Germany to 
prevent Hitler from coming to 
power, would precipitate interna- 
tional complications and probably 
■war, without the German workers 
being able \o win {that prospect 
the Moscow bureaucracy simply 
ridicules over its teacups). That 
would endanger tile construction of 
socialism in the Soviet Union. 
Therefore, retreat before Fascism 
without giving battle. 

Far from dispelling the danger 
to the Soviet Union, this abysmally 
blind policy vastly heightened It. 
Hitler In power hecame, to quote 
Trotsky, the super- Wrangel, the 
sword poised for Russia's heart. 
Frightened, panic-stricken by the 
results of their whole "Third 
Period" policy, the Soviet bureau- 
crats who manipulate the Third 
International like jugglers, made a 



complete turn-about-face in line, 
which was consecrated at the Tth 
World Congress. 

Believing even less in the fight- 
ing capacities of the world prole- 
tariat now that it was prostrate in 
Germany, and impelled by the 
same nationalistic theory, the Stal- 
inists have turned for allies to de- 
fend "socialism in one country" 
from Hitler to the bourgeoisie of 
other countries. The entry of the 
Soviet Union in to the League of 
Nations and its disgraceful adapta- 
tion to the Interests and policies of 
the dominant imperialist gang at 
Geneva ; the seamy pacts made with 
French imperialism and. its Checho- 
slovakian vassal ; the frantic efforts 
to consummate similar alliances 
with England and the United 
States — all these attest the extent 
to whieh the Stalin clique is relying 
for salvation upon the presumed 
friendship of capitalist allies. 

It is not within the province of 
ibis article to discuss the Soviet 
foreign policy, fo which the .Mime 
criteria should not and cannot be 
applied as tire nplied to the policy 
of a proletarian party, be it in 
Kussir or in a capitalist country. 
What is important, however, is the 
fact that, contrary to I*nin's pol- 
icy of subordinating the foreign 
diplomacy of the 'workers' state fo 
the international interests of the 
proletariat, the Stalinists have sub- 
ordinated the proletarian movement 
they control to the interests of the 
Commissariat for Foreign Affairs. 
The "People's Front,'' wherever it 
is created, is essentially a move- 
ment organized by the Stalinists as 
a guarantee and a prop under their 
Soviet foreign policy of alliances 
and military pacts. As such, it 
cannot be other than an agency 
for preserving in power in each 
country that bourgeoisie, or sec- 
tion of the bourgeoisie, -which Is 



either "friendly" or "allied" with 
the Soviet Union, or whose "friend- 
ship" the Soviet Union seeks. This 
friendship (how temporary, how. 
.reacherous such friends always 
prove to be in a crisis!) Is pur- 
chased by the Stalinists at the 
rice of converting — more accurate- 
y:' of organizing — their "People's 
j'ronts" into recruiting agencies 
figuratively and literally) of the 
democratic" imperialist bourgeoi- 
ie in the respective countries. 

It is at this point that the dtf- 
erence between the Stalinist and 
be German social democratic 
.'ourses comes to an end, and their 
identity is resumed. The difference 
Is of little or no fundamental ac- 
count, and of no practical signifll- 
cance; it relates to the Why and 
the Who, but it alters nothing in 
the How and the What ... or in 
the results. 

The Soviet government signs a 
military-political pact with Czecho- 
slovakia; the Stalinists, "pleased," 
reads the New York Times cable 
(Dec. 22, 1935), "with a Soviet pact 
for defense against German aggres- 
sion which Mr. Benes' realism In- 
duced him to conclude, voted along- 
side the bourgeois Catholic parties 
for their former enemy." Cause 
and effect ! Utvinov signs a pact 
(good, bad or indifferent, that la 
not the point at the moment) with 
the Czech bourgeoisie. The Czech 
Stalinists promptly suspend the 
class struggle and every other re- 
volutionary principle by voting for 
'■e military budget in parliament 



and by joining with the bourgeois 
parties to elect Eduard Benes, 
shrewd and faithful servitor of 
Czech and French imperialism, as 
president of the republic. A Ro- 
land for an Oliver! A Benes for a 
Hindenburg ! 

Ditto in France. Only here, in- 
stead of Benes of Hindenburg, the 
name is Herriot, or Daladler, 
whose renown as a fighter against 
Fascism was first gained on that 
famous February 6 when he crum- 
pled up at the mere sight of several 
thousand Fascists, armed with 
razor- blade -tipped canes, demon- 
strating in front of the Chamber ot 
Deputies. 

Ditto in Mexico, the "friendship" 
of whose bourgeoisie the Soviet bu- 
reaucracy thirsts after. The clever 
bourgeois demagogue, President 
Cardenas, durng whose less than 
two years in ofilce more than 2,000 
militant peasants have been assas- 
sinated In the state of Vera Cruz 
alone, has the ardent support of 
the ludicrous little C. P. of Mexlco. 
Its manifesto only a few -weeks ago, 
pasted all over the capital, began: 
"With Cardenas! Against the Cal- 
lesist renwtion !" aod ended i "Let 
us support Cardenas In his struc- 
gle against the Callesist reaction I" 
Half the Mexican c. P. membership 
working In the government appara- 
tus, is only added reason for such 
ardor. 

Now let us see the "People's 
Front" as it labors to -be born in 
the United States. 



People's Front", Democracy^ 
and Fascism 



Almost up to yesterday, the Stal- 
inists not only rejected a united 
front with the Socialist parties and 
tile reformist trade unions, but de- 
nounced those revolutionists who 
advocated such a bloc against Fas- 
cism as being themselves a species 
of "social -Fascists." Not a united 
front with the social democracy 
against Fascism, said the Stalin- 
tern, but first crush the social de- 
mocracy, and there will he uo Fas- 
cist problem. The bead of the 
world proletariat, the beloved Stal- 
in, delivered himself in 1925 of the 
dictum which became canonical 
doctrine in the International: 
"Social democracy is objectively 
the moderate wing of Fascism. . . . 
These organizations do not negate, 
but supplement one another." The 
hindquarters of the world prole- 
tariat, the slightly less beloved 
Manuilsky, warned nt the 11th 
Plenum of the C. I.., in March, 
19,11, that "the social democrats, in 
order to deceive the masses, delib- 
erately proclaim that the chief en- 
emy of the working class is Fas- 
cism, in order thereby to divert at- 
tention from the question of the 
struggle against the dictatorship of 
capitalism in general, to idealize 
the democratic forms of the latter 
and to create among the workers 
the Impression that they must 
struggle for the 'democratic' forms 
of their exploitation and against 
the Fascist forms." 

But all this was in the period 
when the Stalinists guaranteed us 
that there was a universal stormy 
revolutionary upsurge of the pro- 
letariat, a mass radicalization, 
which threatened the innermost 
fortresses of world capitalism. The 
upsurge has apparently abated con- 
siderably under the genial leader- 
ship of the Stalinist general staff, 
and from the struggle on all fronts 
for the proletarian dictatorship the 
Third* International has made a 
forced march forward to the strug 
gle for "the democratic forms of 
. . . the dictatorship of capitalism 
in general." 

"Now the toiling masses are 
faced with the necessity of making 
a definite choice, and of making it 
today," announced Helmsman Dim- 
itroff at the 7th Congress, "not be- 
tween proletarian dictatorship and 
bourgeois democracy but between 
bourgeois democracy and Fascism." 

To the extent that there is a 
kernel of truth In this assertion, 
the responslbiliy for a situation in 
which — in the era o'C imperialist 
decay and social revolution — the 
struggle for working class power 
has been set low on the order of 
the day, lies with The reformist 
social democracy and the no less 
treacherous policy of Stalinism. 
The conclusion, however, which the 
Stalinists dra-w does not differ by 
a hair from the conclusions drawn 
by the social democracy for years. 

From the fart that on this, that 
or the other day the working class 
did not yet stand on the eve of the 
tight for power, the German reform- 
ists concluded that not oniy was 
this fight postponed to the Greek 
Kalends, but that no steps should 
be taken to organize " the class 
struggle in such a manner as to 
bring the proletariat constantly 
closer to the decisive battle. It is 
false to think that the German 
Socialist leaders ever declared that 
the ideal of a socialist governnent 
was abandoned by them— any more 
than the Stalinists now de'lnre 
their renunciation of the struggle 
for the dictatorship of the prole- 
tariat some day lit the fnturt — the 
distant future. The crime of the 
social democrats consisted not in 
failing to take power when it could 
not be taken, but in supporting the 
spurious capitalist democracy of 



the Weimar Reubllc, they helped 
the bourgeoisie consolidate itself In 
power on the grounds that Fascism 
would thereby be warded off. Then, 
having demoralized and devitalized 
the proletariat, they stood by help- 
lessly while Fascism rose to power 
quite legally and constitutionally 
and "democratically" on the basis 
of that very same Weimar Repub- 
lic. 

The intentions of Stalin and Co. 
may be of the noblest type, but we 
see no reason why the general run 
of the German Socialist bureauera 
ey should not be characterized 
similarly ; in any case, It is not im- 
portant. What Is important, is the 
identity of their positions. The so- 
called "conditions" that Dimitroff 
sets for casting his vote for bour- 
geois democracy are essentially the 
same as those promulgated by the 
German Socialist* in their time. 
The latter also demanded that the 
bourgeois democratic governments 
which it supported or "tolerated" 
should "disarm the Fascists" and 
do this, that and the other thing. 
Like the Stalinists, they too spoke 
of a "real struggle" against the 
Fascists. Like the Stalinists, they 
too said that "final salvation this 
government cannot bring." And 
like the- Stalinists, they supported 
bourgeois democracy as the "lesser 
evil." 

Lenin too made demands on the 
bourgeois democratic government 
of Kerensky in the struggle against 
the "Fascist" Kornllov. Quite true,. 
But — and here lies the fundamen- 
tal, unobliterable difference ! — at 
no time did Lenin Support the Ker- 
ensky regime, at no time did he 
put the social democratic-iStalinist 
alternative,- In the very struggle 
against Kornilov he subjected the 
bourgeois "democracy" and its gov- 
ernment to a pitiless criticism, or- 
ganizing the masses independently, 
warning against the counterfeit 
"democracy," patiently explaining," 
and systematically mobilizing the 
masses for the struggle for power. 
The same policy is now denounced 
by the French Stalinists in terms 
lifted directly from the Russian 
Mensheviks of 1917 : except that 
where the latter said "a Leninist- 
Trotsky 1st provocation," the former 
merely say "a Trotskyist provoca- 
tion." 

In Its consequences, the Policy 
of the German social democracy 
led .to the victory of Fascism, de- 
spite the fact that it was calculated 
to prevent it. The "defense of 
bourgeois democracy." of the Wei- 
mar Republic, as the lesser evil, 
did not bring the workers to power, 
did not stop Hitler from taking 
power, and did not even save bour- 
geois democracy from inundation. 
Let that not be forgotten ! 

At the Tih Congress, the beloved 
Czech Stalinist spokesman, Gott- 
waid, impudently plagiarizing Ilii- 
ferding, Wel,= anil Loebe. declared: 
"If this bourgeois democratic, re- 
public is threatened by bloody Fas- 
cism, then we defend this republic 
against Fascism and call upon all 
real socialists, democrats and re- 
publicans to a united front for the 
joint fight so tlint this republic 
shall be spared the greatest dis- 
grace of all, and the toiiing people 
the greatest catastrophe of all, viz., 
bloody Fascist dictatorship." When 
this is followed by the Stalinist 
Vote for Hindenburg-Benes for 
president of the Czechoslovak! an 
Republic, one must ask [no answer 
will be forthcoming!) : Where is 
the difference between the social 
democratic Iron Front in Germany, 
which was so mercilessly attacked 
by the revolutionists, and the Stal- 
inist "People's Front"? And 
wherein will the consequences dif- 
fer? 



~~ In the official textbook or Fhe 
Stalinists, published only a few 
months ago — "Fascism and Social 
Revolution" — the author, Dutt, 
comments as follows on the resig- 
nation of Daladier after the Febru- 
ary 6- Fascist demonstration in 
Paris: 

"Therewith the whole card- 
eastle of bourgeois democracy, of 
the 'democratic' defense against 
Fascism, of 'democracy' versus 
dictatorship,' of the whole social 
democratic line, came tumbling 
down. The line of the <Left 
Cartel,' of the French Socialist 
party, of the parliamentary-demo- 
cratic defense against Fascism, 
was once again only to hare 
smoothed the way for the advance 
of Fascism, for a government of 
the Right, for Intensified dicta- 
torship against the workers. . . ." 
<P. 275.) 



And further: 
"To preach confidence in legal- 
ism, in constitutionalism, In bour- 
geois democracy, that is, In the 
capitalist state, means to invite 
and to guarantee the victory of 
Fascism. That is the lesson of 
Germany and Austria." (P. 299.) 
Perfect! If anything is to be 
added, to it, it is this: The place of 
the Left Cartel In France has now 
been taken by the Stalinist-organ- 
ized "People's Front" ; the Stalin- 
ists now cry for the same Daladier 
to take power! The line of the 
"People's Front," instead of avert- 
ing Fascism, will, if continued — we 
are merely echoing the pre -7 th 
Congress Dutt— smooth the way for 
the advance of Fascism, for a gov- 
ernment of the Bight, for. Intensi- 
fied dictatorship against the work- 
ers. And not only In France. 



The Farmer -Labor Party and 
the "People's Front 7 ' 



Like Theseus in the labyrinth of 

mythology, one would need a large 
ball of string to enable him to gee 
fo tbe center (and out again) of 
the maoe through which the Amer- 
ican Communist party has travelled 
In its futile search for a Farmer- 
Labor party in tbe course of the 
last dozen or more years. Shelved 
with a sigh of relief several years 
ago, it was taken down — not the 
party, but the hope — shortly before 
the 7th World Congress and dusted 
off. Now, a few months afterwards, 
it appears, considerably the worse 
for alteration, as the specific Amer- 
ican form of the People's Front. 

In the October 1935 issue of 
"The Communist," W. Z. Foster, 
who has also been taken off the 
shelf and dusted ofT, erplains that 
unlike France, where the masses 
have "parties, of their own, which 
could serve as the basis of such a 
united front," the United States 
possesses no large mass party. If 
the decisions of the 7th Congress 
are to be carried out in this coun- 
try — and God knows they must be 
— the C.P. must unite with some- 
body or something to form the 
"People's Front." If there is no 
somebody or something, it will have 
to be manufactured. 

The fabled sculptor, Pygmalion, 
became enamored of the lovely but 
inanimate statue he had chiselled, 
anil wished so ardently that it 
might come to life that the gods 
finally granted his request. The 
marble gave way to the flesh and 
blood of Galathea, whom Pygmalion 
espoused and lived happily with for 
a goodly period of time. Let us 
see what the Stalinist Pygmallons 
aim (o infuse their marbleheaded 
ideas with In order that they may 
come to life as the American 



People's Front 

In the resolution adopted by the 
Central Committee of the C. P. on 
January 18, 1985, upon Browder's 
return from Moscow with the 
straight information that the Am- 
erican masses were clamoring for 
a Labor party, four types of Labor 
parties are described, "reflecting 
the two chief political tendencies 
of this movement— the class strug 
gle or class collaboration ., . . : (a) 
a 'Popular' or 'progressive' party 
based on the LaFo, ette, Sinclair, 
Olson and Long movements, and 
typified by these leaders and their 
programs; (b) a 'Farmer-Labor' or 
'Labor' party of the same charac- 
ter, differing only in name and the 
degree of its demagogy; (a) a 
'Labor party' with a predominantly 
trade union basis, with a program 
consisting of immediate demands 
(possibly with vague demagogy 
about the "cooperative common- 
wealth,' a la Olson), dominated by 
a section of the trade union bu 
reaucracy, assisted by the Socialist 
party and excluding the Commun- 
ists; (d) a Labor party built up 
from below on a trade union basis 
but In conflict with the bureaucra- 
cy, putting forward a program of 
demands closely connected with 
mass struggles, strikes, etc., with 
the leading role played by the mili- 
tant elements, Including the Com- 
munists" (The Communist, Feb. 
1935, p. 123). 

Being, as they were, in a posi- 
tion to choose, the Stalinists decid- 
ed only a year ago to having noth- 
ing to do with any of the variants 
except Type D. Anything less rep- 
resented class collaboration. But 
that was before the 7th Congress. 
What does the "People's Front," 
anti-Fascist, mass Farmer-Labor 



Toledo W.P.A. 
Has Its Say 

(Continued from Page 1) 

the WPA here which has left thou- 
sands of qualified workers on the 
relief rolls, laid oft thousands o{ 
others for varying periods of time 
that cut monthly pay from the $55 
minimum down to as little as $20, 
delayed Issuance of pay-ichecks for 
days and weeks, short-paid hun- 
dreds who have worked full time 
by a trick method of accountancy, 
and has provoked scores of other 
grievances. Schmuhl, at the last 
minute the day before, attempted 
to evade speaking at the meeting, 
the date for which he himself had 
set. A little persuasion by a union 
committee forced from him an 
agreement to speak for "15 min- 
utes." 

When Schmuhl put in his appear- 
ance at the meeting, the entire au- 
dience rose at the signal of the 
chairman. Art Preis, one of the 
first members of the Ohio Unem- 
ployed League in this territory and 
a leader of the big FERA strike 
here last spring, and sang lustily 
the words of a parody song to the 
tune of "Hfnky -Dinky- Parley Vous" 
especially written for the occasion 
as a greeting to the administrator. 
Two verses of the song, printed on 
iiong-sheets issued to every worker, 
reflected the spirit of the meeting 
ii nd had Schmuhl's ears burning. 
They went : 

"They promised us fifty-five bucks 
a month and said, 'This will do.' 

Then they laid us off for half the 
time, and It was cut in two. 

They give you hot air and bally- 
hoo 

To warm up your house and make 
your stew, 

And say, "That's good enough for 
you.* 

We workers are simply all fed up 
on ballyhoo, 

We're tired of all this passing- 

t lie-buck and parley vous- 

There's plenty here, as we all can 

We don't have to beg on bended 

knee. 
We'll get what we want, and to 

hell with you." 

K.O.ed by Questions 
The chairman then Introduced 
Schmuhl, and pointed out that the 
administrator was the WPA work- 
ers' servant, and that while the 



union would extend every perso-ial 
courtesy to him; he should not tike 
this in any sense as a truce with 
the administration and that there 
would be no pulling of punches in 
questions or remarks addressed to 
him as a representative of the ad- 
ministration. The chairman then 
added that since Mr. Schmuhl had 
indicated that he was a very busy 
man, and the union was a very 
busy organization, he wished to 
submit a printed list of nine ques- 
tions drawn up by the union, copies 
5f which were in the hands of every 
worker present, as the basis for the 
speaker's remarks. 

For fifteen minutes Schuhl ram- 
bled and fumbled through the ques- 
tions, passing the buck to the Fed- 
eral WPA and to tbe local city and 
county governments. He ended up 
feebly by stating: "I know I have- 
n't answered these questions very 
much to your satisfaction, but it's 
HI I can say." When he turned to 
go, the chairman called upon him 
to answer direct questions from the 
workers. His 15 minutes stretched 
to an hour, as worker after worker 
speared Schuhl with sharp ques- 
tions that tore his apologies apart, 
and exposed his false claims on 
many points by stating their own 
experiences. The chairman merci- 
fully closed the question period to 
permit the groggy administrator to 
bent a hasty exit. 

Stalinists Sabotage Unity 

Great confusion, however, still 
exists among the WPA workers due 
to the refusal of the local W.A.A. to 
cooperate in joint action with tbe 
union in fighting for the WPA 
workers. Members of the (Jfunmii 
nisi Party nnd the liquidated Un- 
employed Councils have taken 
practically complete control of the 
local W.A.A. These individuals 
have stopped nt no vile tactic to 
prevent unity among the unem- 
ployed and project workers in the 
W.A.A. and Unemployed League. 
They have stooped to the basest 
tyiie of personal slander against 
leading members of the union and 
League. At a meeting of the union 
last week, five members of the 
W.A.A.. who incidentally had been 
among those for whom the union 
had secured back-pay and new 
jobs, inspired by Fred Voelker, 
former Unemployed Council organ- 
izer and now a leading light in the 
W.A.A., attempted to break up the 
union by a vague charge of "sell- 
out." The rank and file union 
members took the Door and smashed 
their flimsy lies and laughed them 
out of the meeting. 



part look like now, in the Stalinist 
conception? "Los* und staun*!" as 

the Germans -say ; read and gasp. 

"The antl-Fascist mass party," 
writes Foster in the October 1935 
Communist, "should be based oa 
the trade unions [What? Not from 
below?] and should include farm- 
ers' organizations, the Communist 
party. Socialist party, state Farmer- 
Labor parties, veterans' organiza- 
tions, working women's organiza- 
tions, workers' and farmers' coop- 
eratives, workers' fraternal socie- 
ties, tenants' leagues, anti-war so- 
cieties, groups of intellectuals, etc." 
(p. 901.) One would think that 
these were enough, that everyone 
has been covered. But no, the "etc" 
impels us to read further and to 
gasp more: 

"The new mass party of toilers 
should also strive to Include sec- 
tions of the sprouting Fascist or 
partly Fascist organizations and 
tendencies ; such as company un- 
ions, American Legion posts, and 
groups of the Coughlin and Long 
movements, etc" (Ibid.) 

If, after this stupefyingly com- 
prehensive enumeration, there Is 
still one man, woman, child or 
beast omitted from the roll call, he, 
she or It will undoubtedly be cov- 
ered by the second, more ominous 
"etc." 

What more pointed Indication 
could the sager sections of the 
American bourgeoisie have of tbe 
fact that, as another Installment on 
the price for Russian recognition, 
and as a promise of what greater 
gifts the Soviet bureaucracy Is pre- 
pared to make to the "democratic" 
American rulers in return for- an 
alliance agalnBt Japan, the Stalin- 
ists are working with might and 
main to blur all class lines, to 
soften the class struggle, to reduce 
themselves voluntarily to the posi- 
tion of an innocuous, all-embracing, 
national extension of LaFollette 
petty bourgeois " progress! vism"? 
Or do we owe the LaFollette dy- 
nasty in .Wisconsin an apology? If 
we are not mistaken, it draws the 
line at "sprouting Fascist or partly 
Fascist organizations and tenden- 
cies" In its ranks, and the trade 
unions whieh are part of the "pro- 
gressive" movement, being unedu- 
cated in the precepts of overhauled 
Stalinism, would probably balk, in 
their unreasonably sectarian way, 
at sitting in tbe same party with 
company unions and Coughlin -Long 
groups. 

Just read what is palmed off 
nowadays, without a smile, as 
Leninism: "The hour," reads the 
1935 election platform of the Stal- 
inists in New York, "demands the 
building of the broadest people's 
front, uniting workers, farmers, un- 
employed, professionals, small bus- 
iness . men, Protestants, Catholics, 
Jews, Socialists, Communists, Dem- 
ocrats and Republicans, a people's 
front, fighting In the Interests ot 
the common people, the working 
people and the poor farmers."— 
"Every means and effort," reads a 
circular, dated August 26, 1935, 
sent to all O. P. units by the New 
York district literature department, 
"must be made to widen and 
broaden our united front among all 
classes of people in New York City. 
. . . The necessity for the widest 
distribution of this platform, as 
you can see, is very great, much 
greater than ordinarily, because of 
our attempt to unite all people in 
in anti-Fascist front." 

Socialists, Communists, Republic- 
ans, Democrats, all classes of 
people, all people, fighting in the 
interests of the common people- 
where is there room for the class 
struggle in all this vulgar verbiage 
so adeptly lifted from the platform 
speeches of every capitalist dema- 
gogue in the history of modern 
politics? 

The "People's Front" will era- 
brace all parties and political views 
(except the revolutionary, to be 
sure!) and it will therefore be an 
appendage of the bourgeoisie just 
as unfailingly as was the Iron 
Front, paralyzing the independent 
movement of ihe proletariat. Tbe 
"People's Front" will embrace all 
classes of people -and it will there- 
fore represent none of -them. Com- 
prehensive fn its scope and compo- 
sition as it will be. it will have few 
to struggle sigalnsf, Just a few, like 
Mr. W-' H. Hearst who — O knave 
Impure in body and soul !— in ad- 
dition to being a Fascist is further 
Indicted by the Stalinists for his 
shocking habit of conjugal infidel- 
ity. 

And in such a struggle, what 
more powerful, even. If — how shall 
we put it? — not entirely reliable 
and not entirely consistent ally can 
the "People's Front" have than 
that distinguished paladin of bour- 
geois democracy versus autocratic 
dictatorship. Franklin D. Roose- 
velt? But this is an aspect of the 
question so central in importance 
that it requires and deserves more 
ample treatment than can be de- 
voted to It in this article. 
• • * 
(Next week, Max Shachtman 
will deal' with the question of 

tbe "Government of the People's 

Frooe» and the "People's Front 

and the TTar Danger."— Ed.) 
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"Rally * Round the Flag' 3 

F WAR leaves room for only two tendencies in 
the labor movement — social -patriotism and revo- 
lutionary Internationalism — the present period of an 
imminent new imperialist slaughter makes the atti- 
tude toward the coming war the decisive criterion by 
which to Judge all parties, groups and tendencies in 
the ranks of the working class. 

The tendency of the Stalinists In ths regard- 
now clear enough to all who are able to read and 
observe — has been Implicit all the time in their 
nationalistic policy. More than seven years ago, in 
bis criticism of the program of the Sixth Congress 
of the Comintern, Trotsky prophesied that the dogma 
of "Socialism in One Country" (and no other coun- 
try!) would inevitably lead to degeneration along 
the lines of social-patriotism. The prediction is a 
reality already. The Stalinists in the impending 
war will take their place in the camp of the betrayers 
of 3914. But, unlike the social- democrats of 1914, 
who openly joined the imperialist camp only on 
August 4, after the declaration of war, the Stalinists 
are showing their hand in advance. Not only ob- 
jectively as a result of false policy, hut subjectively, 
consciously, deliberately, they are preparing to act 
as recruiting agents of American imperialism in the 
coming war under the pretext of "defending the 
Soviet Union." The main task at present is to entice 
the Socialists to rally round tbe flag. 

Debating with Norman Thomas, Browder, who 
certainly "speaks with authority" as long as his 
commission Is not revoked, explained the real motive 
of the excessive sentiments of love and unity for the 
Socialist workers and youth. He said: 

"A situation can develop tomorrow when German 
and Japanese Fascism will proceed to attach the 
Soviet Unfon. . . . Will the militant Socialists adopt 
a position of neutrality? will they advocate the 
slogan 'Keep America Out of War?' Impossible!'' 
The meaning of these remarks is perhaps as clear 
as Browder could make them. Precision of thought 
and utterance was never one of' the merits of the 
"leader." In one of his priceless essays in the Daily 
Worker of December 9, Michael Gold, one of the 
literary specialists who are hired to translate the 
"part* line" into English, has explained what Brow- 
der meant. Said* Gold: 

"But if Fascist Germany and Japan unite against 
the Soviet Union Mr. Zam wants American Social- 
ists to stand idly by, and to adopt the neutral polley 
of the Borahs, Hearsts' and J. DaTid Sterne. 

"Will they do it? Anyone 'who went through the 
last World War hnowa that Socialists won't. 

"If the line-up is such, THE* WILL FIGHT IN 
THE AMERICAN ARMY, if it fe alHed ta the 
Soviet 'Union." <onr emphasis.) 

That is clear enough. That Is what all the 
Browders have been hinting at in their cloudy form- 
ulations. Most damning of all was Gold's "correc- 
tion" of this too-frank appeal for the "American 
Army." The Socialist workers are not yet ready for 
such blunt proposals, and Zam directed a withering 
Are against Gold in the Socialist Call. Sixteen days 
later; on Christmas day with all its cheer and good 
will, Gold admitted his error. Hidden In a cloud of 
verbiage which Justified the essence of what he had 
written, the "admission" consisted of this: The refer- 
ence to "fighting in the American army" was — what? 
A "bad formulation," and "to simple a statement of 
a complicated situation." What Gold really meant 
is: "I spoke too frankly and let the cat out of the 
bag. Therefore I was instructed (after a delay of 
16 days) to cover up without really retracting any- 
thing essential In what I had written. I am doing 
the best I can." 

Gold simply ran ahead of himself a little. He 
explained the line as he understood It, and he under- 
stands it correctly. But the strategy of the Stalinists 
at the present time is not to speak out plainly. The 
game Is to muddle and confuse the revolutionary 
workers, blur the Issue, dope them by degrees and, 
in general, psychologize them for the call to "fight 
In the American army" which will surely come a 
little later. That explains the epidemic of indecent 
flag-waving, and the sickening "love of our country" 
which they profess now on all occasions with that 
ardent "patriotism" which Dr. Johnson said Is the 
last refuge of a scoundrel — all to one end: to dis- 
orient and corrupt the vanguard of the American 
workers and dragoon them as slaves of American 
imperialism in the coming war. 



The Maritime Federation 

'ROM all Indications another great labor struggle 
is impending on the Pacific Coast, and once 
again we see the old familiar combination — bosses, 
government and reactionary labor leaders — lining up 
gainst the rank and file of the workers. In this 
case, however, the collaboration of these three agen- 
cies of exploitation and betrayal, usually coneeaWd 
and camouflaged, Is conducted openly even before 
the outbreak of the struggle. This makes the real 
Issue clearer. 

It also shows the extreme tensity of the relations 
between the marine workers and the employers and 
the imminence of an open, desperate struggle. The 
Maritime Federation has become a great power. The 
bosses feel obliged to mobilize all their forces in the 
endeavor to destroy it. On a showdown these always 
include the U. S. Department of Laber and the A. F. 
of L. bureaucracy. 

Only a few days ago the press was filled with 
threats of the employers' "representatives to smash 
the marine workers* organizations by "vigilante" 
terror. This was followed by the intervention of 
McGrady, Assistant Secretary of Labor. He called 
In the heads of the international unions of seamen 
and longshoremen ; their meeting was a conspiracy 
against the Maritime Federation and the workers 
united under its banner. Now» it is announced that 
the convention of the International Seamen's Union, 
to convene at Washington on Jan. 13, will attempt 
to "outlaw" and reorganize its Pacific Caast locals 
"as tie first step toward breaking the hold of Harry 
Bridges, left wing leader in the Maritime Federation 
of the Pacific." 

The urge and drive of the workers for Industrial 
unionism and a militant policy is not confined to the 
conflict In the upper circles of the A, F. of L. official- 
dom. That is only a reflection of the real movement, 
and a distorted reflection at that. The authentic 
movement comes from below, and is beginning- to 
express itself in formations and methods of struggle 
which in effect break out of the bonds and discard 
the obsolete tactics of craft unionism. That is what 



happened at Minneapolis, at Detroit, and on the 
Pacific Coast 

Shrewdly enough, the reactionary labor leaders 
see in these movements the real challenge to their 
antiquated forms and methods, their treacherous 
policy, their power. Hence the expulsion and "Red 
Purge" aimed at Local 574, the sabotage of the inde- 
pendents' auto strike in Detroit and the move now 
to expel and "reorganize" the locals affiliated to the 
Maritime Federation on the Pacific Coast. Between 
such labor leaders and the employers, the vigilantes 
and the government agencies there is only a division 
of labor. 

There is no way for the marine workers but to 
stand their ground and fight It out. Capitulation to 
the demands ot the Scharrenbergs and the Tobias 
amounts to the same thing in the end as capitulation 
to the bosses. The latter strive to smash the unions 
from without. The former would blow tbem up from 
within, split them into fragments and deprive them 
of tbe right to choose their own leaders. Unions 
which submit to such Invasions of their rights cannot 
conduct any effective struggle against the employers. 

Affiliation to the A. F. of L. and its international 
unions is undoubtedly the correct policy for the 
militant local organizations. Even when suspended 
■ r expelled they should continue to fight for re-affili- 
ation and to stand for trade union unity as Local 
574 In Minneapolis does. But to purchase affiliation 
to the A. F. of L. at the prioe of capitulation to the 
union wreckers masquerading as labor leaders, to 
give up the right of autonomy and internal democ- 
racy and renounce the policy of militant struggle- 
that is fatal for the workers Involved. 

The marine unions on the Pacific Coast have be- 
come a great power precisely because they have dis- 
carded the old methods and, to a certain extent, the 
old forms and have banded themselves together into 
a Maritime Federation for common action. That is 
the right road for these times. We hope they stick 
to it. They are entitled to the warmest sympathy 
and solidarity of all progressive workers in their 
struggle against the employers, the vigilantes, the 
Assistant Secretary of Labor and the labor reaction- 
aries — all birds of a feather. 
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Socialist Party Split 

THE split in the Socialist Party, which began in 
New York City and was then extended to New 
York State at the Utlca Conference, will now become 
national. Every state organization and virtually 
every local will soon witness a definitive separation 
of the Old Guardfsts and the official party headed by 
Jiorman Thomas. All doubt on this score was re- 
moved by the action of the National Executive Com- 
mittee in revoking the charter of the Old Guard State 
Executive of New York at Its Philadelphia meeting 
last Sunday, and the simultaneous announcement of 
an Eastern States conference under Old Guard aus- 
pices to be held In the middle of January. The split 
will be deepened at this conference; so it was 
frankly announced by its sponsors. In all probability 
a national organization of the right wing, rivalling 
the official party, will be set up even before the May 
convention. These are the clear indications of the 
trend of developments which culminated in the Phil- 
adelphia decisions of the N.E.C. and the reaction of 
the Old Guard to them. 

From every point of view the definitive break of 
the party majority with the incorrigibly reactionary 
Old Guard is a step -forward. The split is a pro- 
gressive split. It creates a new situation in the 
workers' political movement and opens up new pos- 
sibilities and prospects for the rapid development of 
a truly revolutionary movement in the United States. 
By the organizational break with the extreme right 
wing which represented an outright bourgeois, social- 
patriotic current In the party, the potential weight 
of the. left Socialist workers, and especially of the 
Socialist youth, in the regroupment and unification 
of the vanguard on a revolutionary basis is auto- 
matically increased. It remains to be seen whether 
they will rise to the level of their opportunity and 
their task and develop the implications of the spirit 
In programmatic terms. That Is the first real test of 
revolutionary seriousness. 

In our opinion the weakest side of the strategy 
of the "Militant" group, fraught with the gravest 
dangers for the future, has been the subordination 
of programmatic questions to disputes of a purely 
organizational nature, the true merit of which is 
usually lost in a maze of quibbling, charges and 
counter-charges and personal acrimony. The Social- 
ist workers can really learn something in the course 
of the bitter fight with the Old Guard, and draw 
inspiration from it, only if it is lifted onto a political 
basis, without camouflage and without pretense. The 
left wing will grow In strength and self -confidence 
not by pretending to represent a second edition of 
Old Guard reformism — the original article is always 
preferable to the substitute— but by irreconcilable 
political struggle against reformism and social- 
patriotism. That is in fact the real implication of 
the split, the heart of the conflict between revolution- 
ary socialism on the one side and the Old Guard and 
its political twin, Stalinism, oh the other. 

Cahan, Oncal and Co. do not fight the official 
"Kommunism" of the C. P. on the ground of present 
day political realities hut from old memories. On 
the most fundamental principle questions all differ- 
ences between them have been obliterated ; the Stal- 
inists have gone completely over to the positions of 
reformist social democracy. The Old Guardlsts do 
not yet trust their "sincerity," but this skepticism 
will be dispelled, for the Stalinists are desperately 
sincere in their present line of reformist and social- 
patriotic betrayal of the masses. A rapprochement 
between them and the right wing socialists is inevit- 
able. (It is already taking place In certain unions.) 
Their strategy now is to drown the left Socialists in 
a wave of "unity" on the way to the broader people's 
front for patriotism In the eoming war. Subordina- 
tion of program questions facilitates this game. Such 
a policy, if persisted In, can only vitiate all the pro- 
gressive features of tbe split with the Old Guard and 
end In debacle. 
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By LO SEH 

On the front cover of a Stalinjst 
publication called "China Tod«y" 
Is the picture of a Chinese general 
named Fang Cben-wu. Fang has 
been greeted by the Stalinists in 
this country as a "fighter against 
Japanese imperialism." He was 
sponsored by them at the recent 
"Anti-War Congress" in Cleveland. 
In an article by that other fighter 
against Japanese imperialism, 
Hansu Chan, in the same magazine, 
we are informed that "the Chinese 
people respect him (Gen. Fang) 
even more as a veteran revolution- 
ist and the embodiment of the anti- 
Japanese tradition in North China." 
Jiis influence "is bound to reach 
great proportions." He "has it in 
his power to play a great role in 
the remaking of China." 

What does this mean? Who Is 
Gen. Fang and what has been his 
role as a "veteran revolutionist"? 

Since the Seventh Congress the 
Stalinists have played soft pedal 
on the slogan of "Soviets" for 
China. .What they want now is a 
"national defense government" to 
unite all "fighters against Japanese 
imperialism," fighters like Fang 
Chn-wu and Hansu Chan. What 
does this signify? 

A Policy Dripping with Blood 

It means thpt the Stalinists are 
reverting In China to the policy of 
the bloc of four classes. 

That was the name given eight 
years ago, in China, to the policy 
that is now known as the "People's 
Front." 

In France today and elsewhere 
for tomorrow, the monstrous be- 
trayal represented by the whole 
class-collaborationist concept of 
the "People's Front" is being thrust 
upon workers to whom it is repre- 
sented as something new. But in 
China the history of the People's 
Front Idea was written eight years 
ago in letters o£ blood drawn from 
the veins of thousands ot betrayed 
and massaered workers, peasants 
and intellectuals. 

Without even an inner shudder 
(or perhaps with?) these people 
who still call themselves "Commu- 
nists" are embarking upon exactly 
the same policy which eight years 
ago destroyed the tremendous 
Chinese mass movement of 1925-27, 
which handed the workers and 
peasants over to nearly a decade 
of unimaginable terror and black 
reaction under the Kuomlntang. 
For the Kuomlntang was in its day 
also a "fighter aginst Imperialism. 1 ' 

Eight years ago, in the dim days 
before the Third Period, the Stal- 
in tern created in China the "na- 
tional united front front against 
imperialism." Eight years ago it 
was Chiang Kai-shek and Wang 
Ching-wei who were the "veteran 
revolutionists" who had it in tbeir 
power "to play a great role in the 
remaking of China." It was the 
Chiangs and the Wangs who ex- 
coriated "imperialism" and whom 
the Stalinists told the workers they 
had to "respect" and follow. And 
it was the Chiang Kai-sheks and 
Wang Cbirig-weis and Hu Han-mins 
who in 192T played out their "great 
role" by smashing the mass move- 
ment and launching the era of Kuo- 
mintang reaction. 

After eight years out in the 
wilderness of ultra -leftism, after 
sx years of new disasters with ex- 
periments in "Soviets" without even 
an organized labor movement back 
of them or interested in them, the 
Stalinists are shamelessly return- 
ing to their old and dried vomit, 
nosing In it for morsels to chew. 
One of those morsels is— Fang 
Chen-wu. 

Who Is General Fans? 

There are others, General Chen 
Ming-shu, for example, who is now 
hailed as the leader of a non-exist- 
ent Chinese "social democracy" ; 
but of them another time. Let us 
ask now : Who is Gen. Fang Chen- 
wu? Who is this "veteran revolu- 
tionists"? Why are honest workers 
supposed to believe that he is cap- 
able of leading a real struggle 
against imperialism in China? 

Fang was a subordinate of Feng 
Yu-hsiang, the one time "Christian 
General" who In 1927 upset all the 
predictions and hopes of Stalin- 
Bueharin-Borodin and Co. by Join- 
ing forces with Chiang Kai-shek 
to smash the revolutionary move- 
ment. When Feng joined Chiang 
at the end of June, 1927, Fang was 
an officer in his army. Did this 
"veterans revolutionist," like .Chu 
Teh, Mao Tse-tung, Peng Teh-huai 
(and other courageous, if complete- 
ly demoralized, veteran revolution- 
ists) join the ranks of the revo- 
luion against those of the reaction? 
Hansu Chan ginerly skirts this 
cardinal question and then casually 
informs us : 

"When in 1S28 the Nanking gov- 
ernment, which was born out of 
counter-revolution, resumed its 
northern advance under reactionary 
leadership, the expedition bad lost 
all revolutionary significance ( ! 1 
and degenerated into another mili- 
tarist civil war. However, the rev- 
olutionary and anti-fmperlalist 
tradition in Gen. Fang reasserted 
itself when his army, which was 
the first to advance northward, 
came Into rontact with Japanese 
troops." 

A Kuomlntang General 

So, Fang was in the van of this 

"reactionary leadership"! In 1928 

he was under the command of Gen. 

CHinn- Kai-shek, a general in the 



army of Kuomlntang reaction, a 
junior militarist- In Chiang's mili- 
tarist diadem, rewarded by Chiang 
for his services In 1927 with com- 
mand of an army— a fitting place, 
indeed, for a "veteran revolution- 
ist"! 

Then follows an imaginative ac- 
count (most of the article is pure 
fiction) of Fang fighting *he Japan- 
ese at Tsinan In 1928 which is 
called "the first of a series ot 
heroic events which have made Gen. 
Fang an outstanding champion of 
the anti- Japanese tradition in 
North China." 

But the blood of the "heroic, 
events" of only a few months back, 
blood which Fang Chen-wu helped 
to shed, was still warm! Of this 
Hansu Chan is treacherously silent. 
But this is not all. 

In 1929, when black reaction 
under the Kuomintang was firmly 
in the saddle, when the workers 
groaned under the Kuomintang 
terror in the cities and the peasant 
armies under Chu Teh and the 
others fought back Kuomintang 
troops in the mountain fastnesses 
of Kiangsi and Hunan, in 1929, in 
March, the Kuomintang rewarded 
Fang Chen-wu for his "heroism" 
by electing him to its Central Ex- 
ecutive Committee! 

This is one of the facts Hansu 
Chan does not relate. Our "veteran 
revolutionist" established himself 
in the high council of the Kuomin- 
tang not in the period when the 
Stalinists were themselves calling 
that party "revolutionary" but at 
the time when even they had come 
to realize that it represented the 
party of the Chinese bourgeoisie, 
the party of black reaction, the 
party of terror. And at the height 
of this period, our "veteran revolu- 
tionist" joined its Central Ex ecu - 
Committee!! Doesn't that qualify 
him to fight imperialism? 

A Kuomlntang Governor 

But that is not yet all. Fang 
was so "heroic" and so "revolution- 
ary" that three months later, in 
May, 1929, be was named governor 
of Anhwei province. Hansu Chan 
says casually that he "assumed the 
chairmanship." But under Fang, 



workers' and peasants' blood 
flowed in Anhwei ! Fang heroically 
justified the Kuom In tang's faith in 
him by waging the terror with the 
best of Chiang's other underlings. 
But Fang was still faithful to Feng 
Yu-hsiang and when Feng and 
Chiang went to war in 1930 he de- 
cided to throw In his lot with Feng 
and therefore incurred Chiang's 
displeasure. According to Hansu 
Chan this meant a "refusal to be 
drawn into another militarist civil 
war" ! 

There can be no mystery about 
these facts to anyone who is will- 
ing to ick up a Chinese Who's Who 
and verify the dates. There can be 
no mistake about their significance. 
Fang Chen-wu is a "veteran revo- 
lutionist" in the tradition of Chiang 
Kai-shek and Feng Yu-hsiang. Like 
Chiang and Feng and the others he 
"embodies" the anti-imperialist 
tradition only by virtue of having 
battened off the shattered flesh of 
murdered workers and peasants 
and real anti- imperial 1st fighters. 
He feasted off the blood of tbe Iamb 
with his superiors, the "veteran 
revolutionists" of yesterday (and 
who knows, of tomorrow?). This 
is what qualifies him in 1936 to "a 
great role in the remaking of 
China"! 

Too Radical for Fang 

Hansu Chan makes much of a 
supposed anti -Japanese movement 
in which Fang joined in 1933. What 
was it? It was an attempted re- 
volt against Nanking by Feng Yu- 
hsiang, on a straight milltarist- 
anti -militarist basis. To do this, 
like every rival militarist today, 
Feng Yu-hsiang had to call himself 
anti- Japanese. To win popular 
sympathy he was even canny 
enough to close down the Kuomin- 
tang headquarters in his territory. 
Fang rejoined his old boss in that 
attempted revolt. We beard about 
"dissension" between Fang Chen- 
wu and Feng. Wasn't Feng ''revo- 
lutionary" enough for his "revolu- 
tionary" lieutenant? 

"General Fang . . .," we read, "is 
in favor of the restoration of the 
Chahar provincial Kuomintang 
headquarters which Marshal Feng 
sealed up after he took charge of 
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multiple jurisdictional claims ad- 
vanced by various craft unions. 
Building on that foundation would 
simply mean no real progress in 
organization, not to speak at all of 
offering serious resistance to the 
powerful employers' corporation. 
These federal locals learned by 
their own experience that only the 
industrial form ot organization 
could provide an effective nnion. 

On the other hand, the decision 
of the delegates from these federal 
locals to align themselves with the 
aims of the Committee for Indus- 
trial Organization, shows that the 
emergence of the Lewis bloc of 
"progressives" is becoming the 
stimulus for n genuine movement. 
A necessary critical attitude to the 
Lewis' bloc must at all times take 
this into account. 
Questions Plague A.F.L. Old Guard 

Due to this stimulus already 
given to the progressive trends the 
bureaucratic trade union top offi- 
cials are in a dilemma. Even the 
questions that they settled at tbe 
recent A. F. of L. convention are 
returning to plague them. The de- 
mand from the federal locals in 
radio manufacture Is to cpme be- 
fore the Executive Council meeting 
In Miami, Florida, this month. 

Naturally Green- Woll and com- 
pany fear such demands. These 
demands come into conflict with 
the vested fnterests of the craft 
union officials and to give way to 
them will undoubtedly mean to 
strengthen the opponents. At the 
same time the failure to react to 
the most elementary needs of union 
organization only increases the 
struggle for the progressive meas- 
ures. 

Auto Unity Movement 

Among the organized automobile 
workers the struggle now goes on 
in the somewhat concealed form of 
sparring for positions. In the mari- 
time unions It is already an open 
clash and in the Northwest the at- 
tempts to purge the unions have so 
far resulted in a complete rout of 
the reactionary forces. 

There need be no doubt that the 
movement for amalgamation of the 
three independent automobile work- 
ers' unions, the Associated Automo- 
bile Workers, the Automotive In- 
dustrial Workers Association and 
the M.E.S.A., has been greatly stim- 
ulated by the developments in the 
A. F. of L. The amalgamation is 
not yet completed. Negotiations 
with A. F. of L. representatives 
have not yet brought positive re- 
sults due, in the main, to the re- 
actionary and specific craft union 
obstacles thrown in the way by the 
latter. There are not yet any tang- 
ible signs of direct intervention by 
the Lewis bloc to make good on 
Its professed claim to promote the 
organization of the mass production 
industries on an industrial basis. 
But one small Indication of which 
way the wind Is blowing Is afford 
ed by the meeting projected for 



Lewis to address the auto workers' 
unions In Cleveland. The Cleve 
land Federation of Labor has gone 
on record to endorse this meeting. 
Here is the first concrete sign of 
the trade union movement »f one 
city being pressed In the direction 
of support of progressive issues, at 
least to the extent of supporting 
what appears to be a step toward 
industrial unionism. 
New England Progressives Gain 
In the New England states, due 
undoubtedly also to the stimulus of 
general developments in the A. F. 
of L., the progressive trends are in 
the ascendancy. The. Boston C.L.U. 
is undertaking to establish a forum 
to discuss industrial unionism 
versus craft unionism. This, how- 
ever, is climaxed by the recent 
elections of officers in the New 
Haven Central Labor Council. The 
progressive slate won in the con- 
test for almost every office. And 
the candidates made the run on a 
progressive program containing 
such points as: trade union democ- 
racy, industrial unionism, indepen- 
dent political action by labor, and 
the organisation of the unorgan- 
ised. 

Everywhere these developments 
denote the sharpening conflict be- 
tween the progressive tendencies 
and the outright reactionary forces. 
As said before, In the maritime 
unions this is already an open 
clash. 

Maritime Federation Under Fire 

Centering around the question of 
the Maritime Federation, taking in 
all the unions operating in the 
marine Industry, which was organ- 
ized some time ago on the Pacific 
Coast, the clash is avowedly an as- 
sault by the whole of the bureau- 
cratic officialdom, particularly in 
the seamen's and longshoremen's 
international unions, upon the mili- 
tants of the Pacific Coast. The is- 
sues have become clear cut. The 
international officials plead for the 
enforcement of the contracts with 
the ship owners, charging the Mari- 
time Federation with violation of 
these contracts. But they are par- 
ticularly alarmed at the spreading 
of the idea of a maritime federa- 
tion. On the Gulf Coast, where 
i the longshoremen and other marl- 
time unions have conducted a pro- 
tracted but vigorous strike, plans 
for the setting up of sueh a feder- 
ation have gained considerable 
support. These plans are. to be 
given further consideration at a 
conference to be held this month 
by the unions of the Gulf oorts. 

Of course, the setting up of a 
maritime federation does not mean 
a change to an industrial form of 
organization. But It is a distinctly 
progressive step, particularly In 
view of the fact that It serves to 
coordinate the actions of the unions 
in this field ; it serves to strengthen 
their feeling of solidarity and gives 
a much better opportunity for the 
local union progressive forces to 
assert their leadership. The inter- 
national officials look upon this as 
an obvious and serious threat to 
their positions and they have de- 
clared war on the whole idea of a 
maritime federation. While this is 
not aimed directly at the official 



the situation last May. . . ." (China 
Press, July 29, 1933). 

So in 1933 Fang was still the 
stalwart defender of the Kuomln- 
tang. He wasn't even as "daring" 
as Feng Yu-hsiang! And when the 
revolt failed ? Like every other 
two-penny militarist. Fang bar- 
gained away his "ideals" for pieces 
of silver. "General Fang Cben-wu 
. . . has telegraphed . . . saying that 
he is willing to leave Chahar if the 
government provides him with 
$30,000 to enable him to take a 
trip tc foreign countries." (China 
Press, Sept. 18, 1933.) And pre- 
sumably he got the 30,000 pieces of 
sliver and they have kept him in 
cigarette money until the Stalin- 
tern lurched rlghtward in 1935 and 
caught up with— Fang Chen-wu. 

The slogan of "Soviets" is no 
more. It will go unsung to a grave 
laden with the bodies of the new 
victims of Stalinist betrayal which 
it claimed. Over its ashes is rising 
a new foul phoenix, a "national 
defense government" for China, a 
new "national united front" with 
the Fang Chen-wus, the Chen Ming- 
shus and other second-class Chiang 
Kai-sheks. 

It is with anger and loathing 
that every true revolutionist in 
China and elsewhere will meet this 
new attempt to betray any hopes 
that remain for China's revolution- 
ary future in the present epoch. 

It is with renewed determination 
and resolution that every Chinese 
revolutionist will struggle to build 
a new revolutionary party and the 
Fourth International. 
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ers every time. Since the rubber 
industry has been In a growing 
state of decline along with Industry 
in general under capitalism, It has 
been wracked by tire orlce wars of 
increasing intensity In the past ten 
years. 

That this war will continue in 
the future in even greater intensity 
is an indisputed fact as shown by 
the report from Detroit bhis week 
that DuPonts have ordered the 
United States Rubber Co. to break 
the temporary price agreement in 
an effort to take markets away 
from Goodyear, Goodrich and Fire- 
stone. 

Facing these facts squarely and 
constantly explaining them to the 
rubber workers is an elementary 
duty of the United Rubber Work- 
ers officials for only as more work- 
ers realize that they can fight the 
companies best through tbe bona- 
fide unions will the unions grow. 

The ills of the rubber industry 
can be cured permanently only by 
removing the basic cause of them 
whioh is capitalistic control for 
profit instead of workers' controled 
industry for use. 
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"progressive" bloc headed by John 
L. Lewis, it is, in the light of gen- 
eral developments, definitely a part 
of the conflict between the reac- 
tionary and the progressive tenden- 
cies. 

How Support Lewis? 

The trend that gravitates in the 
direction of a uniform progressive 
movement is now showing some un- 
mistakable signs. It Is equally 
clear that the Lewis bloc provides 
an important stimulus in this direc- 
tion. This does not mean that this 
bloc should, be accepted uncritically 
as the already established authen- 
tic leadership to which the progres- 
sive movement must be subordin, 
ated. A good example of how not 
to approach this question Is the 
attitude of a blanket endorsement 
given to this bloc by the Stalinists, 
adding only the plea that Lewis go 
on record for a labor party. How- 
ever, the political position of Lewis 
is already very clearly expressed in 
his proposal to the recent anthra- 
cite miners' convention to get "100 
percent behind President Roosevelt 
and his policies." 

Leaving all other considerations 
aside, it is, of course, impossible to 
accept the supporters of Roosevelt's 
policies as leaders of a real pro- 
gressive movement in the trade un- 
ions. Much Is yet to be done to- 
ward the building up of this move- 
ment. But the important thing is 
to utilize every opportunity. The 
first step should be for the militants 
to get Into the stream that is now 
in motion in the direction of pro- 
gressive organization. 
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Under the Banner 
Of Lenin 



;By JAMES P. CANNON; 




iUR Lenin, who died eleven years- ago this month, gave us 
the fundamental analysis of the social conditions of our 

time from which all revolutionary thought and action proceed. 

Our epoch, he said, is the epoch of wars and revolutions. 

In his own struggle and victory lie demonstrated the correct- 
ness of this formula and 
the underlying unity of these 
two forms of social upheaval. 
Lenin and a numerically insig- 
nificant group of internation- 
alists — a "sect" in the termin- 
ology of the opportunist wise- 
acres — raised the banner of 
revolutionary struggle against 
the imperialist war and made 
it, within three years, the ban- 
ner of the first victorious 
workers' revolution. Lenin's 
banner was the banner of in- 
ternationalism. His struggle 
against the war was a straggle 
for the Third Internation. 
None but internationalists 

honor the memory of the real Lenin today. 

In the blackest days of the war when the united parties of 
the Second International became the direct instruments of the 
imperialist war makers, when the faithless leaders of the social 
democracy invoked the name of Marx to bless the imperialist 
slaughter — as the traitors of today invoke the name of Lenin — 
he called for a revival of unfalsified Marxism, the doctrine of 
proletarian internationalism. So we today, on the eve of an- 
other world war for which the leaders of the Second and Third 
Internationals have already offered their services as lackeys of 
the imperialist masters, must fight for a revival of true Leninism, 
study his teachings and example, and fight under his banner. 
That means to counterpose the workers' revolution to the capi- 
talist war and to work unceasingly and under all conditions for 
the realization of an international organization of the Leninists. 
That is the only way to fight war, because the only answer to 
war is revolution. 

Lenin fought the betrayers who lured the socialist masses 
to the slaughter with the treacherous slogan of national defense. 
He proclaimed irreconcilable war against the social -pat riots 
of all hues, the agents of imperialism in the labor movement. 
Against them he called for the regrouping of the proletarian 
vanguard and its unification in a new international organiza- 
tion on the program of revolutionary internationalism. It is 
well to remember that Lenin fought for this idea without com- 
promise even when he stood in a very small minority. He 
taught that the split with the social -patriots was the prerequi- 
site for the revolutionary unity of the workers. The develop- 
ment of events brilliantly vindicated his thesis. The Russian 
Revolution confirmed it in practice. On the foundation of the 
theory and the^practice — the word and the deed — the Comin- 
tern arose as a great world movement, heralding the proletarian 
revolution in all countries. 

All that Lenin taught us about the reformist social-democ- 
racy and the Second International remains true and applies 
with double force today. Only one amendment is needed 
to his analysis of the international movement: The Third In- 
ternational stands in the same dock with the Second, indicted 
for the some crimes. The frightful defeats suffered by the 
proletariat in Germany and Austria testify to the unregenerate 
treachery of the social democracy and the complicity of Stal- 
inism. At this moment the two traitor internationals stand 
at the service of the capitalist League of Nations, backing 
"sanctions" and paralyzing the resistance of the workers to 
the impending war. Corrupt and treacherous to the core, the 
Second and Third Internationals are today the main bulwarks 
of the capitalist world system. 

Reacting against the policies which led to disaster in 
Germany and Austria, an increasing number of the advanced 
(Continued on Page 4) 



California Parole Board 
to Meet on Mini Case 



Only Pressure of Workers* Organizations Can Pre- 
vent Unfavoradle Action by Reactionary Forces 



While Raymond W. Henderson, 
attorney tor the National Sacra- 
mento Appeal Committee, continues 
his legal battle to break the appeal 
log-jam caused by the state's re- 
fusal to provide Norman Mini, 
prisoner 57606 in San Quentin, with 
a copy of the record of the trial 
proceedings, the State Parole Board 
is preparing to consider .the ques- 
tion of setting sentences for Mini 
and the other Sacramento prison- 
ers. 

Having been denied the right to 
a copy of the trial record by the 
District Court in Sacramento, Hen- 
derson has sought a writ of habeas 
corpus In Maria County Court, on 
the grounds that Mini is being de- 
nied his constitutional right of ap- 
peal, since no brief can be drawn 
up without the trial proceedings. 
The I.L.D. attorney, Leo Gallagher, 
who represents some of the other 
Sacramento prisoners, has also 
gone Into action, following Hender- 
son's move against the State. He 
Is likewise seeking habeas corpuB 
■writs. 

It Is unlikely that these writs 
will be granted by the county 



courts, and the fight for them will 
be carried further by Henderson, 
possibly to the Federal courts, and 
even to the U. S. Supreme Court. 
Until the question of the right of 
the prisoners to get copies of the 
trial record is settled, the appeal 
itself is tied up by the State. 
Board Decision Important 

Hence the State Parole Board, 
which is to meet early In Febru- 
ary, becomes a doubly important 
factor in determining the fate of 
the prisoners as they cannot hope 
to get out through an appeal for 
some time at best. 

Counting off good time, the min- 
imum sentence of all the prisoners 
will be up on February 27. Their 
maximum sentence would be 14 
years less several years for good 
time. The Parole Board has not 
yet sent any definite sentence; It 
has the power to do so at its meet- 
ing in February, and if it chose to, 
it could release all the Sacramento 
prisoners at the end of next month. 

The fact that the Associated 
Farmers, Inc. and the Chamber of 
t^ommerce of California are contin- 
(Cotrtlnoed on Page 4) 



Conflict Looms on West Coast 



Ohio Drivers Local 
Flourishes Under 
Rabid Boss Attacks 



Youngstown 
Local 377 in 
Lnion Drive 



YOUNGSTOWN, Ohio.— A little 
over two years ago the truck driv- 
ers here organized local union No. 
377. For several months the local 
union made very little headway. 
About one year ago the local really 
started to grow as a force in the 
labor movement by the militant 
tactics it pursued. From about 
fifty members when it first started, 
it grew to over one thousand. In 
the very beginning few people ever 
paid any attention to the drivers' 
local union, taking into considera- 
tion the fact that many times ef- 
forts have been madi to organize 
the drivers but they were not suc- 
cessful. 

The drivers in the meantime 
learned Quite a bit. They have 
taken a lesson from the workers in 
Cleveland, Toledo, Minneapolis and 
other cities throughout the country, 
and they were an inspiration to 
other crafts and local unions, such 
as the butchers, bakers and auto 
mechanics in the city of Youngs- 
town. 

Reviving the Labor Movement' 

They really helped to revive the 
United Labor Congress of Youngs- 
town by bringing a new spirit of 
unionism into the stagnant reaction- 
ary swamp that has failed to learn 
anything In its over fifty years of 
existence in the city of Youngs- 
town. 

The labor movement here con- 
sists of about 19.000 organized 
workers. The basic industries of 
the city are unorganized, but with 
the efforts of the truck drivers, in- 
terest in unionism became general 
among the workers. The bosses, in 
their efforts to stop the awakening 
spirit of trade-unionism among the 
workers, figured tliat this was a 
time to smash the spearhead of 
trade-unionism in Youngstown, that 
is the local union of drivers 377. 
Attack by Bosses 

Several weeks ago the bosses 

organized what is known as the 

Citizen" Association, in order to 

prepare public opinion for a drive 

{Continued on Page 4> 



Packing House 
Workers Plan 
Union Merger 



MASON CITY, Iowa, Jan. 11.— 
Deciding that definite steps should 
be taken to organize an industrial 
union for all packing house work- 
ers throughout the packing indus- 
try, delegates from plants in Cedar 
Rapids, Austin, Albert Lea, South 
St. Paul, Faribault and Mason City 
met in a two day session over the 
week-end here. This conference 
was called by the Independent Un- 
ion of All Workers of Austin, Minn., 
and the Midwest Union of Packing 
House Workers of Cedar Rapids, la. 

A committee of ten was set up 
and given full power to take steps 
towards the ultimate goal of one 
union for tie packing house work- 
ers. 

The conference cited the division 
that has been created in the ranks 
of the packing workers by craft 
unions and the further redivision 
under the guise of racial prejudice. 
The conference repudiated this as 
the program of the bosses. The 
I conference stands for one industrial 
] union, regardless of color or creed. 
One Negro delegate to the confer- 
ence told of cases when workers of 
his race had been used to break 
strikes, placing further emphasis 
on the need for one solid union. 



Defense Plans New 

Federal Appeal in 

Scottsboro Case 



A defense motion to transfer the 
Scottsboro cases to the Federal 
courts was denied by Judge W. W. 
Callahan in Decatur, Ala., on Jan. 
8. At the same time the trial dates 
for Haywood Patterson and Clar- 
ence Norris were set for Jan. 20 
and 23 respectively. A jury panel, 
reported to include 20 Negroes, was 
immediately drawn. It has been 
pointed out, however, that any or 
all of the Negroes summoned may 
he stricken by the prosecution be- 
fore actual jury service. 

After Judge Callahan overruled 
the motion to have the case trans- 
(Continued on Page 4) 



Tampa Aid 
Group Balks 
Whitewash 

Florida Victims to Hold 

N.y. Mass Meeting 

January 22. 



J. C. Poulnot and S. J. Rogers, 
workers of Tampa, Florida, who 
were kidnapped, tarred, feathered 
and beaten by the same gang of 
■police and Klansmen who murdered 
Joseph Shoemaker several weeks 
ago, will be the featured speakers 
at a mass meeting to be held in 
New York City January 22 under 
the auspices of the Committee to 
Aid the Defense of Civil Rights in 
Tampa. 

Poulnot and Rogers escaped with 
their lives, but Shoemaker paid the 
penalty of death assigned by the 
Tampa bosses and the corrupt city 
administration to all who try to 
organize workers to fight for their 
economic needs or who oppose the 
corrupt political ring in the court- 
house. The two workers are mem- 
bers of the Modern Democrats, an 
insurgent Tampa political group 
with a liberal program. They have 
also done organizing for the Work- 
ers Alliance. 

Speakers at Protest Meeting 

Among the other speakers at the 
mass meeting, which will be held 
at the Hotel Delano, 43rd Street, 
near Sixth Avenue, at 8 P.M., will 
he Norman Thomas of the L.I.D., 
David Lasser of the Workers Alli- 
ance, Herbert Solow of the Non- 
partisan Labor Defense, and Sam 
Wiener of the General Defense 
Committee. Julius Hochman of the 
Joint Board of Dressmakers will 
preside. Admission will be 25 cents. 
Unemployed admitted free. 

As a result of the campaign of 
protest organized by the Committee, 
of which the N.P.L.D. is a constitu- 
ent, the Tampa authorities have 
felt compelled to go through the 
motions of a prosecution. Six 
Klansmen and three police have 
been arrested, charged with kidnap- 
ping and with second-degree mur- 
der. The county prosecutor is stall- 
ing because the defense is backed 
by the wealthy cigar manufactur- 
ers who support the Klan terror 
against all workers. The joint 
committee is conducting an inde- 
pendent investigation of the crime 
in order to compel the prosecution 
to abandon its whitewash plans. 
Threat to Remove A.FX. Convention 

Efforts will be made to get the 
(Continued on Page 4) 



Maritime Federation 
Is Threatened with 
General Lockout 



— *> 



Strike Ties Up 
West Coast 
Shipbuilding 



SAN FRANCISCO, Jan. 13.— The 
Industrial Union of Shipyard Work- 
ers (Independent) of San Francisco 
and Oakland walked out on strike 
over a week ago. The San Pedro 
(Los Angeles) local of the same 
union walked out- this morning, 
making the strike general on the 
west coast, excepting Seattle. Over 
a thousand men are out under the 
leadership of the Industrial Union 
in the Bay Area of San Francisco 
and Oakland. 

The entire shipbuilding industry 
of these three points is paralyzed 
as the workers, practically to a 
man, refuse to go back to their 
jobs unless their demands are 
granted. The demands are for the 
Seattle scale of wages, which would 
amount to a raise of between 15c 
and 35e an hour, and for recogni- 
tion of their union and hiring 
through the union hall. 

Acting in Solidarity 

The Industrial Union controls all 
sections of the workers who con- 
struct or repair ships, excepting the 
machinists who belong to the Ma- 
chinists Union of the American 
Federation of Labor. Generally 
friendly relations hold sway between 
the rank and file of the machinists 
and the Industrial Union, however. 

The strike began on January 2 
when the Machinists presented de- 
mands to the employers. The In- 
dustrial Union joined their walk- 
out, at first as an act of solidarity, 
and later on presenting their de- 
mands to the companies, too. The 
Machinists and Industrial Union 
have pledged each other solidarity, 
and have given assurances that one 
will not go back to work unless the 
employers settle with the others. 

An International official of the 
Machinists attempted to instruct 
the machinists of San Francisco to 
have nothing to do with the Indus- 
trial Union. The machinist rank 
and file quickly and emphatically 
informed this international official 
first, that they, the rank and file, 
were running the strike, and second, 
that they were not going to walk 
(Continued on Page 4) 



PLOWING UNDER THE AAA 



—By GEORGE MARSHALL. 



One by one the measures of the 
Sew Deal go to the guillotine. 
First the NRA; then the Railroad 
Retirement Act; and now the AAA 
have been beheaded by the Lord 
High Executioner of American 
capital, the Supreme Court. 

What does the massacre mean? 
It means that "The Roosevelt Rev- 
olution" is dead and needs only to 
be buried. The real purpose of the 
New Deal — to revive American cap- 
italism and restore its profit- mak- 
ing basis — has been accomplished. 
American capitalism, as adminis- 
tration spokesmen so proudly pro- 
claim, has recovered from the crisis. 
The steady rise in production in- 
dices, the ten-months old stock- 
market boom, the doubling and 
tripling of corporate profits testify 
that Dr. Roosevelt has succeeded 
in nursing his patient back to 
health. American capital feels the 
strength of yore returning to Its 
fever- ridden frame. 

Upon this rising tide of economic 
recovery a wave of reaction in the 
upper circles of monopoly capital 
has set In. The emergency meas- 
ures of the New Deal were rungs 
in the ladder by which nuance 
capital emerged from the pit of the 
depression. Today they -have no 
further use for such measures. They 
simply encumber their free activity 
and need to be discarded and de- 
stroyed. 

"The Roosevelt Revolution" is 
therefore giving way to a period of 
counter-reforms. American finance 
capital is not yet ready to snhmlt 
to the confining embraces of state 
capitalism, which had its first flow- 
ering under Roosevelt and which 
can find Its finished expression in 
the national economic strait-jacket 



of Fascism. They want to get rid 
of the New Deal and all it repre- 
sents in the way of state capital- 
ism and revert to the good old days 
of the Oooli(3ge-Hoover regime, 
when the government rarely inter- 
fered with their business, and then 
only at their own behest. 

Above all, the bankers and indus- 
trialists, encouraged by every rise 
in the stock-market, emboldened by 
each new victory, and feeling solid 



ground under their feet again, are 
demanding the retraction of the 
few minor concessions they were 
forced to grant their upper middle 
class allies, the farmers, in order 
to extricate themselves from the 
crisis. Thanks to the Supreme 
Court, the last stronghold of en- 
trenched capital, they are getting 
what they want. Such Is the signi- 
ficance of the plowing under of the 
AAA. 



Who Benefited and who Suffered 
from the AAA ? 



What was the AAA? The AAA 
was designed to raise the prices of 
farm commodities on the domestic 
market by restricting production on 
the one hand and taxing the con- 
sumer on the other. Capitalism 
knows no other way of emerging 
from the crisis caused by the col- 
ossal forces of production at its 
command than by destroying and 
restricting these productive forces 
and shifting the cost of this en- 
forced scarcity onto the masses. 

The AAA was a classic example 

of this procedure. On the produc- 
ing end, it limited acreage; plowed 
under every third row of cotton; 
wantonly and wastefully slaught- 
ered millions of pigs and cattle; 
stored away wheat and cotton 
bought at prices above the world 
market in government bins and 
ware-nouses. With the unexpected 
aid of such uncontrollable natural 
forces of destruction as drought 
and dust-storms, the government 
has achieved its purpose of raising 
the prices of the basic farm com- 
modities. 

Who benefited from this deliber- 



ate destruction and these higher 
prices? First, the top layers of the 
farmers, who received cash allot- 
ments from the government for re- 
stricting their acreage, and higher 
prices for the crops they raised. 
Second, the landlords, the banks 
and the insurance companies who 
are again receiving interest and 
payments on the farm mortgages 
they hold. Third, the packing, to- 
bacco, food, and mail order corpor- 
ations, who could pocket a percen- 
tage of the higher prices as profits, 
including the processing taxes now 
declared to have been illegally col- 
lected. 

Who paid for the AAA? The 
consuming masses of the country. 
Over a billion dollars were collected 
in processing taxes. The bnik of 
this came out of the salaries of 
the working masses. Thanks to 
the AAA, they paid extra pennies 
for every suit of underwear, loaf 
of bread, pound of meat, and pint 
of milk they bought. The AAA is 
principally responsible for the tre- 
mendous rise in the cost of living 
since 1933, which still continues to 



skyrocket, and which lists provoked 
meat strikes from desperate house- 
wives in city after city. 

But the consuming masses were 
not the only ones who suffered from 
the AAA. The crop restriction pro- 
gram ground the faces of the 
southern share-croppers and tenant- 
farmers even deeper into the dust; 
transformed them Into wage-labor- 
ers, c :t riling even less for their 
labor than before: and drove hun- 
dreds of thousands off the land. 
The pi nutation -owners, the cotton 
corporations, and the banks alone 
prospered under the AAA. The 
agricultural workers got no more 
from the AAA than their industrial 
brothers got from the NRA, The 
Ohio on ion -workers, the New Jersey 
frit it -pickers improved their condi- 
tions of labor only when they 
fought their bosses by organizing 
and striking. 

All the operations of the AAA 
were carried out at the expense of 
exploited agricultural workers, 
share-croppers, and tenant-farmers 
and the consuming masses for the 
benefit of the rich farmers and a 
handful of grasping capitalists. 
The oppressed masses of the Amer- 
ican people have no reason what- 
soever for mourning the death of 
the AAA. It gave them nithiug 
hut higher prices for the necessities 
of life and another demonstratl"it 
of the Inability of the present eco- 
nomic system to distribut.; the 
abundance at its disposal. 

Who Are the Usurpers? 

Last Saturday the Daily Worker 

carried on its front page a call 

from the Central Committee of the 

Communist Party, B.S.A., signed by 

(Continued on Page 3) 



New Struggle 

Finds Workers 

Prepared 



By C. CURTISS 

SAN FRANCISCO. — The year 
1936 is ushered in with the west 
coast waterfront daily becoming 
more tense. A storm is brewing 
that will, when it breaks, make the 
strike of 1934 seem like a gentle 
breeae. 

A few of the salient facts; 

Fifty-nine steam schooners are 
tied up, as the men refuse to work 
more than six hours per day. The 
bosses have retaliated with a lock* 
out. These ships ply coastwise be- 
tween the northern lumber regions 
and San Francisco. The Seamen's 
Union of San Francisco, differently 
than the so-called "left" as well as 
conservative labor leaders, is sup- 
porting the seamen of these steam 
schooners. 

The Pennsylvania, a superluxuri- 
ous liner, was tied up for several 
days as the east coast seamen re- 
fused to man her, unless they re- 
ceived the same rate of pay as is 
drawn by the sailors signing out 
of west coast ports. The Panama 
Pacific Line which owns the Penn- 
sylvania, has signed an agreement 
with the Sailors Union of the At- 
lantic, which has a lower wage rate 
than the Pacific, Of course, this 
agreement was signed without th£ 
men being consulted. 

Furnishing Scabs Union Cards 

After being tied ap for quite a 
number of days, a skeleton crew 
of unlicensed scabs was secured. It 
is said that the local appointee of 
Furesutb, the Grand Old Man of 
the Shipowners who is presldent.of 
the International Seamen's Union, 
gave these scabs union cards. It 
is sad to say, but the fact must be 
told: union men worked alongside 
of these scabs. 

Four Luckenback freighters 
which had been tied up by job- 
action of the seamen, sailed on 
Saturday, Jan. 11, after the men 
had accepted the company offer of 
an increased basic rate, equalling 
the west coast scale. 

Urges East Coast Action 

The Sailor's Union of San Fran- 
cisco, at its last meeting went on 
(Continued on Page 4) 



Toledo MESA Local 
Wins Real Victory 
In Ten-week Battle 



TOLEDO, O., Jan. 14.— After 72 
days of striking and two days of 
solid mass picket lines, the work- 
er; of the Mather Spring Co. have 
come out of the battle with a real 
victory for their union, the Toledo 
local of the M.E.S.A. 

After days of jockeying back 
and forth between the two negoti- 
ating committees with the Toledo 
Peace Board acting as messenger 
boy, an offer was made by the 
management and presented to the 
Mather strikers at their meeting on 
Sunday, Jan. 12. The proposals 
were read and explained to the 
men by the chairman, George 
Becker, president of local 4, of the 
M.E.S.A. Following the chairman's 
remarks, the men were addressed 
by Mathew Smith, national secre- 
tary of the M.E.S.A. and Burke 
Cochran, vice-president of the To- 
ledo local. Both speakers pointed 
out that the union had won sub- 
stantial victories, as the men were 
guaranteed union recognition, occu- 
pational seniority,, time and a half 
■for overtime, readjustments and 
many other minor concessions, and 
urged the men to accept the settle- 
ment. 

The Mather Spring Co. men, 
voting by secret ballot, accepted 
the settlement by an overwhelming 
majority and then as the tension 
of the 72-day battle was for the 
first time relieved, the meeting; 
broke into wild cheering and sing- 
ing of the song they had learned 
during the strike: "On the Line," 

The prestige of the local union 
has increased considerably, because 
of its conduct of this ten week old 
battle. Shortly a special issue of 
Its new paper, the "Industrial Un- 
ionist," will be published as the 
first shot In a campaign to organ- 
ize the unorganized an to- par to 
workers. 
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Program of Cleveland Congress 
With Pacifism; Class Struggle 



Reeks 
Omitted 



Hie following Is the second in* 
ataJlmeot of comrade Striker's 
artiele on the recent League 
Against War and Fascism Con- 
gress held at CleTeland.— E4, 
> ■ • 

By PHILLIP STRYKJER 

General Smedley Butler's epeeoli 
for neutrality legislation and de- 
fensive armaments ; General Fang 
Chen Wu's plea for America not to 
show weakness toward Japan but 
to enforce the treaties ; Mayor Bur- 
ton of Cleveland's welcoming 
speech with Us declaration of faith 
in God and America ; the innumer- 
able speeches o£ the preachers; the 
deliberate arrangements preventing 
any discussion of program and re- 
solutions; — all this was described 
In our first report of the "U.S. Con- 
gress Against War and Fascism", 
held In Cleveland, January 3-5. 

The ten- point program of the 
American League Against War and 
Fascism, and the resolutions, were 
brought in on the last day, and 
with the rules forbidding any 
amendments or resolutions from 
the floor, were voted through in 
scarcely more time than rapid 
reading of the material required. 
What, then, was the ideological 
llna-fcrought In by the Stalinist-con- 
trolled leadership? 

]Lenin declared, and the first con- 
gresses of the Communist Interna- 
tional embodied, the conception 
that the struggle against imperial- 
ist war can only be the revolution- 
ary struggle for the overthrow of 
capitalism. The only way to pre- 
pare the struggle against war, 
apart from the building of the rev- 
olutionary party and the propagan- 
dizing of the only way to flght war, 
said Lenin, Is to intensify the class 
struggle day by day. The various 
■forms of pacifism ape not only not 
preliminary steps toward the strug- 
gle against war, but. are rather ide- 
ological enemies of the struggle 
against war and must be driven out 
of the labor movement. This is the 
program of Lenin and is our pro- 
gram. 

Stalinist-Pacifist ChoP-Suey. 

The Stalinist program for the 
American League bears not the 
faintest resemblance to Lenin's pro- 
gram. Our first article showed how 
the Stalinists did not make a single 
criticism of the pacifist chop-suey 
which pervaded the Congress. The 
reason why they did not do so la 
embodied in their program, which 
is pacifist from beginning to end. 

But this is not all! Even the 
most elementary conception of 
class struggle tactics Is absent from 
the Stalinist documents or the Con 
gress! 

In order to obscure the stark 
anti-working class nature of this 
Stalinist version of the united 
front, the Stalinists have evolved a 
most astonishing formula. In his 
keynote speech. Chairman Harry 
F. Ward, declared that the Amer- 
ican League "is an ti -capita list ; 
but beyond that point, where it 
conies bo what Is to be done with 
the profit system, how ft Is to be 
done, what is to take fts place, that 
is the political tusk of the parties, 
and has nothing to do with the 
League." 

This was put even more crudely, 
in the League organ's November is 
sue, by Paul Reid, its executive 
secretary. 

"The exact character of the neiv 
social and economic order and the 
method of achieving it— tt rough 
'class -war,' non-violent revolution, 
class collaboration, etc. — are not 
the concern nor the program of the 
American League." 

This has a radical sound for a 
moment, but contrast it with the 
program o£ one of the older mass 
organizations. The International 
Labor Defense program covers far 
less grandiose tasks than the Amer- 
ican League. It requires no one to 
believe in the ending of capitalism, 
and certainly not in Its revolution- 
ary overthrow. But It does require 
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Its members to accept a class 
straggle, tine in defense of demo- 
cratic rights. 

The American League's program 
turns the original conception of the 
united front on its head. You must 
believe in the ending of capitalism 
(this of course in the abstract can 
be agreed to not only by generals 
and bishops, Utopians, Epics and 
Farmer-Laborltes, but even by Fas- 
cists) but you don't have to accept 
the class struggle! You can be an 
avowed class-collaborationist but 
fight against war and Fascism! Is 
there another comparable doctrine 
to be found In the museum of "anti- 
capita list" curiosities? Stalinist 
mountebanks, Is there no limit to 
the fall? 

Yet this fantastic doctrine Is ab- 
solutely necessary to the American 
League. On what other doctrine 
could one gather together these 
generals and preachers, profession- 
al pacifists and trade union bureau- 
crats and mlddle-clsss panacea 
mongers? Stalinism itself must 
carry along the old lumber of class 
struggle phrases, in order to trade 
on the heroic epoch of the Comin- 
tern which is its. chief stock in 
trade In deceiving the workers. But 
to secure Its allies for its nefarious 
work, it must drop old pretenses 
altogether. 

The Illusion of Neutrality 

The main planks of the "anti- 
war" program are : 

1. Neutrality legislation to be 
passed by Congress. Since America 
Is not in .the League of Nations 
(not a word was said against the 
League of Nations during the con- 
gress, of course, since Stalinism 
now hails It as a "force for peace") 
governmental sanctions of the Eu- 
ropean variety finds its equivalent 
here in government neutrality leg- 
islation. Every rotten reformist 
and pacifist organization in Amer- 
ica supports such "mandatory" 
neutrality legislation. We have said 
enough about this vicious proposal 
in our press and pamphlets recent- 
ly. But it is worth recapitulating 
the main argument. The "demand" 
for neutrality legislation combines 
(a) illusions of ordinary pacifism 
with the (b) war-making function 
of sanctions. 



(a) Neutrality legislation ignores 
the fundamental Marxist dpctrines 
that capitalism Is in every country 
linked up economically, socially and 
politically -with the rest of the 
world and that war Is as "natural" 
to capitalism as Is peace. It im- 
plies the possibility of isolating an 
imperialist power like the United 
States from the rest of the world 
to which Its tentacles reach. It 
declares it possible for Imperialist 
America to cut Itself off from its 
foreign trade and investment of 
capital abroad— the very life lines 
of Imperialism! It declares It pos- 
sible for the American government, 
the executive committee of the cap- 
italist class no matter who sits in 
Washington, to take over the task 
of maintaining peace. Thus it aids 
the government in preparing for 
war, for as Hearst and Itoosevelt 
have consistently declared — and 
General Butler told the cheering 
multitudes ! — for a "strong neu- 
trality and peace policy" the U. S. 
requires a strong "national de- 
fense." Neutrality legislation Is 
precisely the myth of isolationism 
which Wilson employed to prepare 
for the last war. 

<b) But neutrality legislation has 
an even more direct war-making 
function. In the same way that 
governmental sanctions would only 
seriously be enforced by an imper- 
ialist power when it meant to crush 
the economic power of another 
country as a preparation to crush- 
ing It by military means ("war is 
the continuation of polities by 
forcible means"), so, too, American 
imperialism could under the cloak 
of "neutrality legislation" apply 
financial and economic restrictions, 
boycotts, etc. against another coun- 
try only as a step to open warfare. 
As the British and French reform- 
ist-Stalinist support of government- 
al sanctions has already demon- 
strated, those who support such re- 
strictions against another country 
will Inevitably also support the 
military measures which must fol- 
low. Those who try to draw (as 
American Socialists attempt) a dis- 
tinction between European sanc- 
tions and American neutrality leg- 
islation draw a distinction where 
none exists. Neutrality legislation 
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Since our last report 98 new sub- 
scribers have been added to our 
mailing list. This brings us to a 
total of 320 new subscriptions since 
our present drive began. Mean- 
while renewals on expired subscrip- 
tions are coming in well. These, of 
course, are not listed here. We 
list only new subscriptions. 

The comrades in New York City 
are doing the best work by far In 
this drive. Branch 8 has exceeded 
its quota and Branch 1 and 3 are 
making headway and having the 
biggest number of subscriptions to 
their credit. But branch 7 is lag- 
ing terribly. 

The list following below shows 
that responses have come in from 
quite a few cities and some of the 
responses are rather good ; but from 
the comrades in a number of cities 
we have not heard at all. True, 
we have heard from several of them 
saying that they are on the Job, 
that plans have been made and they 
expect to turn in new subscrip- 
tions. What really counts, however, 
is the actual results and we will 
count on these comrades only when 
we have these results. Meanwhile 
we are taking it up with them di- 
rectly also. 

Extension of our party press is 
an ever pressing duty for every 
comrade. Sympathizers are, of 
course, invited to participate as 
well, we suggest that the comrades 
in every instance check the list be- 
low carefully and make the neces- 
sary complins,!!!. Where no results! 
are shown as yet, or where the re-, 
suit:, ui".' sin ill, the next thing to! 
do is to take the question up in ! 
the branch ami sec to it that fic- 
tion follows. 

Since our last report the new sub- 
scriptions received together with 
1 he quotas of the va nous cities 
stand as follows; 

City Quota. Turned in 





4 
2 
3 

16 
S 





. . *•■>() 


Albert Lea, Minn. 


.. 10 


Alleutown, Pa 


.. 30 


Austin. Minn 


.. 10 


Berkeley, Oil 


.. 10 


Huston. Ma-s 


.. 25 


Cli'irlo^ton. W, Va 


j 


Chicago, 11!.. ...'.. 


.. TO 


Cleveland. Ohio . . 


.. L'j 


Columbus, -Ohio. . . 


.. 10 


Detroit. Mich 


.. 25 


Dickson City. Pa.. 


o 


Far-n, S. Dakota. . 


.. 10 


High Point, X. C. 


o 


Kansas Ciiy, -Mo.. 


.. 10 


Los Angeles, Cal. , 


. . 25 


Minneapolis, Minn. 


75 


Mount Carmei. Ua. 


.. 5 


Newark, N. J 


.. 20 


New Castle, Pa. . . . 


. . 10 


New Haven, Conn. 


. . 10 


New York Citv.. . 


.. 400 


(Branch 1 


90 Tl) 


| Branch 2 


40 10) 



{Branch 3 75 36) 

(Branch 4 30 9) 

(Branch 5 20 13) 

(Branch 8 16 8) 

(Branch 7 16 2) 

(Branch 8 10 12) 

(District 100 28) 

Philadelphia, Pa.... 20 11 

Pittsburgh, Pa 25 1 

Pfentywood, Mont'.. 10 — 

St. Louis, Mo 10 — 

Salt Lake City 10 6 

San Francisco, Cal.'. 20 2 

San Diego, Cal 10 4 

Springfield, III 5 — 

Toledo, Ohio 25 2 

Utica, N. Y 5 — 

Washington, D. C... 10 3 

Youngstown, Ohfo... 10 — 

Cities not listed 45 39 

Total 1,000 330 

• * * 

The issues of the NEW MILI- 
TANT for the year 1935 are now 
ready to be made up into bound 
volumes. The price for the com- 
plete set, in durable binding, will 
be $1.50 postpaid. But the actual 
binding we will do only as the 
orders come In. Those who desire 
lo obtain a bound volume should, 
therefore, forward their orders 
right away. 

Preparations are also under way 
to make up the complete file of the 
NEW INTERNATIONAL, all issues 
published to date, in bound volumes. 
They will contain both volumes 1 
and 2. beginning with the first 
issue, July 1934, up to and includ- 
iiijr the December, 1935 issue. Sev- 
eral of the issues of this period arc 
now not available except fhe copies 
-er aside for binding. The price 
per bound volume of the NEW IN- 
TERNATIONAL will be 53.00 post- 
paid. 

Scud nil orders to the NSW 
MILITANT. 55 Kast lllli Street, 

New York. N. Y. 



11 
7 



186 



Several thousand copies of the 
pisuphk't "War :ind the Workers," 
by John We-"t. have already been 
disponed of. More are still on hand. ' 
We did print a large supply, suffi- 
cient to meet ail orders for tiie 
nid'st i in media I e period. 

Numerous comments have been 
received praii-ing this pamphlet for 
i\< popular presentation and yet 
thoroughly fundanenial analysis of 
the causes of war. the imperialist 
conflicts of the present epoch and 
the role of the various forms of 
pacifism and social-pat riol ism. To 
the serious student of Marxism, to 
the militant worker as well as to 
the active trade unionist thi.-- 4S- 
pase pamphlet is indispensable. The 
price is 10c a copy, 7e in lots of 
ten or more and it can also be ob- 
tained from the NEW MILITANT 
office. 



leads to war as surely as sanctions 

do. 

The American League's "demand" 
for neutrality legislation is merely 
the form in which Stalinism guar- 
antees its aid to American imper- 
ialism if American Imperialism be- 
comes an "ally" of the Soviet Un- 
ion. But not only will such an 
alliance not whitewash the imper- 
ialist and reactionary character of 
any war conducted hy the American 
government. It America chooses to 
fight against the Soviet Union, the 
Stalinists will have bred the Illu- 
sions necessary to line up the 
masses to go to war! 

The Disarmament Illusion 

2. The second major plank, in 
this "anti-war" program is "total 
and universal disarmament as ad- 
vocated by the Soviet Union." 
Whatever the uses to the Soviet 
state in its international diplomacy 
of this slogan, dropped by Litvlnov 
into the League of Nations discus- 
sion, It is so utterly unreal that 
even such a bourgeois-pacifist or- 
ganization as the War Resfsters 
League denounces it. Yet here it 
is, this moth-eaten panacea of pre- 
war idealism, resurrected by Stal- 
inism. What does it mean, to 
"flght" for American Imperialism 
to disarm? A correct policy can 
only be based on fighting for things 
which are possible. Can American 
imperialism disarm? One can as- 
sert such a possibility only by 
throwing overbonrd the Marxist 
doctrine that war is inevitable un- 
der capitalism and a natural, Inte- 
grated part of the capitalist process. 
But even then, disarmament would 
be theoretically Impossible. For 
armed forces also are needed for 
the Internal war against the 
masses. During 1935 troops were 
used twenty -two times against 
workers and farmers. Can capital- 
ism dispense with this too? The 
theory of "total and universal dis- 
armament" is based on elass-eolla- 
borationism and pacifism of tbe 
most openly a nti- working class 
character. 

These two main planks on war 
are supplemented by others of 
equal calibre. The Stalinist dis- 
tinction between good and bad cap- 
italist powers is smuggled in by a 
plank "to demonstrate constantly 
the relation between war and fas- 
cism" — as if the democratic capi- 
talist powers were not equally war 
makers! This was supplemented hy 
constant references in the many 
speeches to Gernrany and Japan as 
the most dangerous wnr-makers. 
There tire references to strikes 
n gainst transport of munitions, ex- 
posing American war preparations, 
and resisting increasing militariza- 
tion ; but the bdurgeols-paelftst 
planks characterize the program. 

In concluding the description of 
the Congress two facts are worth 
reiterating with emphasis. 

A Gaseous Attack on War 

The program itself was discussed 
only in one of the commissions, and 
not at all in the congress, which 
adopted it as soon as read. Like- 
wise the scores of resolutions 
(mainly dealing with defense cases 
and democratic rights) were adopt- 
ed without discussion. To think of 
the congress as a form of discus- 
sion, therefore, would be to dignify 
it. It was a mass meeting where 
fhe "delegates" were simply sub- 
jected to a barrage of gaseous talk 
abstractly against war and fas- 
cism. Furthermore, not to speak'of 
the validity of most of the "dele- 
gates" present — 1. L. T>., I. W. O., 
IOOR, C. 1'., "workers clubs," un- 
employment councils, Friends of 
the Soviet. Union, etc., these actu- 
ally were the bulk of the delegates 
— organizations .sending delegates 
who presumably were molding the 
future life of the American League 
did not thereby affiliate to the 
American League. Thus it was a 
masquerade claiming to represent 
two millions, which hoth ideolog- 
ically and organizationally dis- 
solved the morning after hut leav- 
ing the vicious Illusion In the minds 
of many that something had been 
a i -com pi i shed for fighting war and 
fascism. 

The masquerade, however, had an 
additional function beside sowing 
i illusions. J) had. very deliberately, 
the function of propagandizing for 
the SialiaL-t cosilition with the 
h!.ur?,eoi>i{\ the Peoples Front. Ev- 
ery important speaker, including 
rhe "ron -political'' Harry F. Ward 
md iSoger lialdsvin, etc., sang 
paeans of praise for the People's 
'"rout of Fr.uict — thai horrible bnr- 
l!"(,-:e of hum strng-rie the chief 
.Klivily of which is pushing the 
■"■■eiich fioiernmenl into pressing 

■i";-iions ns:»ii>t Italy. 

The Ambulance Chasers Speak Up 

The L(iv(>.:to!ic>if"f=, of course, 
' iive been a-sY.uo^sly propagnn- 
<it7.int> for s^rch :i broadening of the 
movement represented by the 
League. Their only complaint 
sig:iiiM il is thrtt it is C. I'.-con- 
Ini'ie:!. I.^ioriij^ completely the 
tele of the social-chauvinism of the 
Kiiili'iifcfs in file I/aanc, the Lov- 
sfo"iei'es have only ]>e:r«od the Stal- 
v.'\-t',i to open thi- doors wHe. Ap- 
■■.'is'ontly t'fis Lov-estone propaganda 
v ns a factor in the action taken by 
'lie Soci-ilist Party, in proposing 
thai tlie League iidupt a resolution 
:tir : ]--iiig possible a broader organiza- 
tion. 

Zimmerman and the other Lov- 



frtonettea glowed as If they bad 
forced the a P. to do so me th in g it 
did not wish. Actually, of course, 
the Stalinists grabbed the opportun- 
ity with both hands to declare that 
the League would dissolve into a 
broader organization if the trade 
unions took the initiative in calling 
a convention for that purpose. Far 
that is -what the Stalinists want: 
they know that the broader the 
movement, the wider its support a- 
mong the trade union bureaucracy, 
the more they can spread their poi- 
sonous pacifism as a cloak for their 
social-chauvinism. Above all, they 
are desperately striving to drown 
the revolutionary voices in the So- 
cialist Party, and the correct posi- 
tion against sanctions taken by the 
Socialist Party, in such a broad, 
amorphous movement. The Lov- 
stoneites did them yeoman service 
in tliis task, and the public rebuke 
of Ben Gold's attack on Zimmer- 
man, wUich was implied when Zim- 
merman and Browder followed each 
other on the speakers' platform in 
support of the resolution for broad- 
ening the movement, was the least 
Browder could give Zimmerman for 
his useful services. 

The Cat and the Canary 
Paul Porter, as official observer 
for the Socialist Party, in propos- 
ing that the League go on record 
for dissolving into a broader organ- 
issation, declared himself bo be in 
•'full sympathy for the aims and 
purposes of the League" and term- 
ed it "the most realistic of all peace 
organizations in the country." Ap- 
]>areutly his whole criticism of the 
League is limited to its narrow 
base! Its bourgeois-pacifism, its 
role in sowing anti-working class 
illusions about war, seems to escape 
him entirely. Porter went around 
the Congress, after having "push- 
ed" the Stalinists into endorsing "a 
truly all-embracing Federation," as 
if he were the cat who swallowed 
the canary. The truth in in the 
other direction entirely! The dec- 
laration of Porter gave the Stalin- 
ists a happy opportunity to begin 
the liquidation of the sectarian 
form of organisation of the League. 
The Daily Worker's joyous greet- 
ing of Porter's declaration -was not 
only sincere, it was deliriously hap- 

py- 

The studied silence of the Con- 
gress on the question of sanctions 
wss simply bait to pull the Social- 
ists In. The Stalinists are more 
consistent than the Socialists : they 
it re for sanctions, for neutrality 
legislation, for the Peoples Front, 
for "peace-loving" nations like 
France, etc., etc. It is the Social- 
ists who are Inconsistent, in cor- 
rectly opposing sanctions, but at 
the same time supporting neutral- 
ity legislation, and failing to crit- 
icise the concept of the Peoples 
Front. The Stalinists may well say : 
•'Let tiie Socialists stay on record 
against sanctions. All we need is 
for them to support neutrality leg- 
islation, the Peoples Front, and 
join in a "truly all-embracing Fed- 
eration," and we will drown out 
and destroy their position against 
sanctions." 

A broad movement against reac- 
tion and Involving the trade unions 
is possible and desirable, and the 
revolutionists will gladly work for 
it. Such a movement will be keyed 
to the present situation in America 
where the struggle for democratic 
rights lias before it the task of 
strengthening the trade unions and 
defending political prisoners, the 
foreign-bom, fighting police terror, 
martial law, etc. In large part, such 
a movement will, though not fn a 
formal sense, but In actual fact, be 
aiding the struggle against war ; for 
so far as it is possible to have a 
united front in the struggle against 
war, that is possible on the level of 
the day -by-day struggle against 
capitalist oppression, which is a 
necessary pre-condition of the 
struggle against imperialist war. 
We have advocated and aided in 
the first steps of building sueh a 
progressive movement in the trade 
unions, and such a broad labor de- 
fense movement. 

But to confuse the st niggle 
against capitalist oppression, on 
which a united front is possible and 
desirable, with the question of the 
revolutionary struggle against war 
— and thefre is only one way to 
fight war, the way of the revolu- 
tion, of the overthrow of capitalism 
—such a confusion can serve only 
the war-makers and their allies the 
social-chauvinists. Stalinism wants 
this confusion ; it depends on if to 
drown out revolutionary voices, it 
depends on it to befog the atmos- 
phere and prevent the workers of 
Russia's imperialist allies from pre- 
paring the struggle. But what are 
the Kooialsts falling into the trap 
fnr> They have taken a real step 
forward, by opposing .sanctions. 
They must not take a hundred 
steps backward by joining with the 
s(i;-iai-chanvl]iists in a "broader" 
•'truly all-embracing Federal ion." 

Fortunately, many inter veiling 
steps lie between Hie present and 
the possible formation of such a 
•'broad" federation. Revolutionary 
•ior-hi lists must seriously analyze 
(he bene of their own jiosilion; the 
< mifradietion between their pro- 
gve-.;ive position on sanctions, and 
t;eir reactionary position on neu- 
trality legislation: the fundamental 
distinction between tbe correct 
united front on issues, of capitalist 
oppression on the one hand, and on 
the other the question of the revo- 
lutionary struggle against war. "We 
have seen, comrades of the Social-, 
ist party, where Stalinism Is lead- 
ing In France and her satellites. Is 
this the road yon want to travel? 




By JACK WXBEK 



NEUTRALITY FOB SANCTIONS. 

Election year is here and the 
season is open for the creation of 
fake issues between capitalist poli- 
ticians. More especially Is this tbe 
case over the issue of war or peace. 
In this respect the present campaign 
bears certain resemblances with 
that of 191© when Wilson was re- 
elected for having "kept America 
out of war." Then too the "educa- 
tion" of the masses was accomplish- 
ed by maintaining a fictitious ap- 
pearance of neutrality in the first 
world war. How fictitious this 
Issue was is clearly enough revealed 
in the memoirs of Secretary of 
State Lansing, despite the pose of 
"iigh. moral tone" attempted by 
the careful selection of documents. 
Lansing replaced Bryan In order to 
steer the United States Into the war 
on the side of he Allies. The funda- 
mental reasons for aiding the allied 
imperialists were the financial In- 
terests of the American capitalists, 
larticularly those of the big bankers. 
The most backward person knows 
this today so that there Is absolutely 
nothing new being revealed by the 
Congressional investigation of the 
relation between the Morgan loans 
and the entry of America escept 
for the filling out of a few concrete 
details. It was easy for the bank- 
ers to create the appearance of a 
financial crisis with the possibility 
of panic in order to achieve their 
aims of complete support of England 
and France. Diplomacy had the 
usual task of covering up these 
material interests with the more 
palatable veneer of ''humanity and 
democracy". Thus the immediate 
causes of war were made the sub- 
marine issue and the "freedom of 
the seas." Lansing is careful in 
his memoirs to delete all documents 
which would reveal the direct in- 
fluence of the Morgans in shaping 
American policy. Thus the letter 
of Lansing to Wilson in which the 
Secretary becomes the obvious 
mouthpiece of the financiers In 
securing direct government backing 
of the floating of enormous loans 
to the Allies, is omitted. 

NEUTRALITY TODAY. 

The British tortes found it to 
their advantage to screen their war 
preparations under the disguise of 
sanctions. The pose of international 
capitalist action against Italian 
Imperialism made an appeal to Eng- 
ish workers. Similarly the "liberal" 
and "progressive" henchmen of cap- 
italism here wish t exploit the 
desire for peace of the masses by 
waging a fake battle over neutrality. 
To do this however they must make 
it appear that it was the nefarfous 
work of the big bourgeoisie that 
caused the giving up of neutrality 
in the last war. It was the careful 
.preparations and maneuvering of 
Morgan and Lamont l>ehind the 
scenes that overthrew "neutrality". 
And of course Nye and Borah intend 
I o see to it that this does not happen 
again i As a matter of fact neu- 
trality at this time Is the method by 
which the American imperialists are 
accomplishing their alms with least 



expense. American capitalism dom- 
inates the -world and Its wishes must 
be carefully consulted by the other 
imperialists. Thus America, influ- 
ences all decisions without appear- 
ing to have any finger in the pie at 
all. This leaves the big bourgeoisie 
free to maneuver and to re m ai n 
aloof until the proper moment 
arrives to intervene and exert their 
utmost powers — when the rival im- 
perialists are In no position to 
oppose the will of America. Just 
as Wilson proceeded during "neutral- 
ity" to construct the biggest navy 
afloat, so Roosevelt in the lull that 
precedes the neat great conflict, Is 
hastening the building of the strong- 
est navy on the seas. Neutrality 
does not stop for one moment the 
complete militarizing of the Pacific 
in order to be ready for the need of 
neutrality d the opening of war 
with Japan. Neutrality here plays 
the same role that sanctions played 
and play In England. 
* * • 
VIGILANTES IN SEATTLE. 

The elements and methods of 
fascism are always present in cap- 
italist society In embryo. It Is when 
these sectional elements begin to 
recur, when they begin to coalesce 
and take on national character that 
fascism becomes immediately men- 
acing to the working class. To 
gauge the progress of reaction so 
as to see ahead and organize the 
working class for defense against 
the rule o£ knife and club, it Is 
necessary to pay close attention to 
every sectional struggle. The Paci- 
fic Coast lias witnessed tremendous 
battles in the class struggle in the 
past few years. The general strike 
in Frisco stands out as a monument 
to solidarity. At the present time 
the indications are that the marine 
workers in whose cause the workers 
fought this major battle, may again 
strike against the big shipping In- 
terests. The bosses on their side are 
prepared to put down such a strike 
with the violence and brutality 
characteristic of major strike move- 
ments. A minor but Important in- 
dication of ruling class preparedness 
is seen in the vigilante movement 
all along the Coast. Only a few 
days ago the vigilantes of Seattle 
raided a Communist school that had 
just been- opened and attacked in 
vicious fashion students and teach- 
ers. The latter were chased for 
blocks and beaten with clubs. Hern 
aa everywhere In the capitalist world 
when gangster tactics are used 
against the working class movement, 
the thugs were aided by the police. 
Before the arrival of the vigilantes 
several members of the teaching 
staff and student body had been 
arrested by the police under orders 
from the Mayor. Following the 
arrests the terror was loosed ou the 
remaining Individuals. This Is but 
a symptom of what may be expected 
on a growing scale in the event of 
big strikes. It is necessary for the 
workers to made aware of the situa- 
tion in advance and to organize 
their forces accordingly for the 
defense of their meetings against 
the vigilantes. 



Statement of Bill Reich 



In view of the use of my name by 
Louis F. Budenz from platforms of 
the Communist Party for the pur- 
pose of undermining and disrupting 
the (Workers Party I wish to make 
entirely clear my own position. 

I am absolutely opposed to the 
action of Budenz in capitulating to 
the Stalinist party and despite my 
former association with him in the 
labor movement, I cannot but con- 
demn his actions and writings since 
he joined the C.P.. all of which has 
been calculated to Instill a false 
and reactionary policy into the 
ranks of the American working 
class. Particularly contemptible are 
Budenz's vicious attacks on the so- 
called "Trotsky ists," namely, those 
revolutionists in the Soviet Union 
and elsewhere who have remained 
loyal to the principles of Marxian 
internationalism in the face of the 
greatest difficulties, calumnies and 
Iierseeutions. 

Sly condemnation of Budenz, far 
from being a personal matter, is 
rather condemnation of his political 
program and conduct, that is, the 
program and line of conduct of the 
Communist Party. Events in the 
last year in particular have con- 
firmed with tenfold emphasis the 
analysis of the reactionary and na- 
tionalistic nature of the C. P.'s de- 
generation, above all in the highly 
crucial question of the imperialist 
war. on which the C. P. and the 
Third International have taken a 
position which is essentially indis- 
tinguishable from that of the Sec- 
ond International during the war. 
In contrast to it the revolutionary 
Marxian position of the Workers 
Party on this and other fundamen- 
tal Questions stands out all the 
more plainly as conforming to the 
basic and immediate interests of 
the working, class. 

The bureaucratic regime inside 
the C.P., w-hicli is merely a rellec- 
tion of the same regime in the 3rd 
loleinaiional. makes it all the 
more impossible for this organiza- 
tion to contribute to the advance- 
ment of the working class, but rath- 
er to its defeat and demoralization. 

The practical results of the ac- 
tivities of tbe C.P. have been most 
plainly shown in the mass organiza- 
tions, especially in the unemployed 



field, in which most of my activi- 
ties have been centered. The line 
of the C.P. in the PUL and the Le- 
high County U.L. has been (as It 
could not but be) disruptive and 
Insupportable, unworthy of the sup- 
port of any thinking worker. 

—BILL REIOH. 
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By JOHN WEST 

The recent decision of the Su- 
preme Court, Invalidating the AAA, 
when taken against the background 
of the Schechter Case decision last 
Spring and the probability of fur- 
ther decisions against the New 
Deal in the near future, brings into 
sharp focus many basic problems 
concerning the meaning and nature 
of the complex institutional struc- 
ture of the American state. It is 
wholly impossible to understand 
these problems except in the Illu- 
sion-dispelling light of Marxian 
theory. Any other approach con- 
demns us to wander in the fog and 
mists of legal "fictions" — as the 
English political philosopher, Jer- 
emy Bentham, so accurately called 
them — and to spend our time, like 
Don Quixote, arguing about dreams 
and fighting against windmills. 

The need for the light of uncom- 
promising Marxian theory could 
not be more urgently shown than 
by a study of the press of the 
Communist party and the Socialist 
party during the week following 
the AAA decision. The flrst edito- 
rial of the Daily Worker demanded 
to know whether Americans were 
going to continue to allow nine old 
men to overthrow "the decisions of 
the people's representatives. 1 ' Dur- 
ing succeeding issues, the Daily 
Worker has carried to ever-increas- 
ing heights its campaign against 
the "autocratic oligarchy" of the 
Supreme Court. "The King- of Eng- 
land," the editor says in bold-faced 
type, "cannot nullify acts of Par- 
liament, but the Supreme Court can 
invalidate acts of Congress. If is 
not only a monarch, but an UN- 
LIMITED monarch to boot." And 
"the astonishing part of it" — and 
the indignation of the Dally Work- 
er is here exceeded only by its 
surprise — "is that this power . . . 
Is absolutely UNCONSTITUTION- 
AL." The Daily Worker should 
really retain the American Liberty 
League to bring suit against [his 
outrage: it too is a stalwart de- 
fender of the Constitution. 

Daily Worker Finds the Issue 

The big issue before the American 
people, then, according to the Daily 
Worker, is given In a front page 
box: "Unite for action to demand 
that Congress and the President: 
1. Repudiate the right of the Su- 
preme Court to declare laws un- 
constitutional. 2. Impeach judges 
who usurp the democratic rights of 
the people. 3. Amend the Constitu- 
tion to prohibit the Supreme Court 
from declaring laws unconstitution- 
al." 

We are reminded that, in Prance, 
the Communist party not dissimi- 
larly demands that Lava] and the 
Chamber of Deputies disarm the 
Fascist Leagues and oust the Fas- 
cist officers from the army. And 
the C. P. of France is similarly 
"astonished" that the "representa- 
tives of the people" continue to 
allow such subversive activities 
against the Republic. 

The Socialist Call, if in less gross 
form, takes what is essentially the 
same point of view. Norman Tho- 
mas writes: "Now six old men on 
the Supreme Court of the U. S. 
against 3 of their colleagues hand 
down a decision which practically 
destroys the constructive program 
wbich has been set up. . . . You 
have a complete picture of Judicial 
oligarchy. . . . i join with my com- 
rades In demanding Immediate and 
drastic action to end this Judicial 
oligarchy. . . . Heal change depends 
upon an end of this judicial oli- 
garchy, this government by the 
dead hand of a Constitution, which 
is given living power by the par- 
ticular political and economic doc- 
trines of the old men on the Su- 
preme Court bench. ... It becomes 
the most important single Immedi- 
ate task of the Party and the en- 
tire labor movement to push the 
Workers 'Rights Amendment." 

Better in N. Y. Post 

Such analyses and such propo- 
sals have, of course, nothing in 
common with Marxism. They are 
reformist, not Marxist. In charac- 
ter. This is sufficiently indicated 
by the fact that the liberal New 
York Evening Post, the shrill New 
Deal defender, has taken exactly 
this same approach to the Supreme 
Court in its editorials following 
the AAA decision, except that its 
words have been more challenging 
and more vigorously .written ; and 
it has proposed the same reform 
measures. 

What, then, is wrong w ith this 
approach? Where does it differ 
from Marxism? 

What is wrong, with it is that, 
instead of clarifying, It obscures 
and glonses over the fundamental 
class issues which are the source 
and root of historical development, 
mid. Instead of exposing, it ^eils 
find softens the role of the tint:-.. 

Marxism and the State 

Marxism is primarily di ■>! in- 
gnished by analysing every sucial 
and political problem from a class 
point of view. In coniemporarv 
imperiniist society, this means fhnt 
Marxism always explains find in- 
terprets events only in the light of 
the fundamental conflict whose 
course determines the direction of 
historical development: the con- 
flict between the bourgeoisie and 
the proletariat. Iu terms of this 
conflict, Marxism interprets the 
role of the state ns the political 
executive of the bourgeoisie, whose 



historical function is to maintain 
the social power of the bourgeoisie 
and to uphold the system of pro- 
perty relations upon which that 
social power is based. 

The state, however, is not an 
"abstraction.'' It is actualized in 
a whole involved masse of concrete 
historical forms. In the United 
States these include the Federal 
executive (the President and his 
subordinates and administrative 
departments), the Federal legisla- 
ture (Congress and the departments 
and commissions it creates), the 
Federal judiciary (from the Su- 
preme Court down), the Federal 
army, navy, prisons ; together with 
all the branches (executive, legis- 
lative, judicial, military, police) of 
the State, county, and municipal 
governments. These are all in a 
great variety of ways, part of the 
state apparatus. Their central and 
primary historical function is to 
assure the maintenance of capital- 
ist property relations : that is, to 
uphold the class rule of the bour- 
geoisie. 

It is only from an understanding 
of this basic function that a cor- 
rect analysis can be made of the 
various actions and activities of 
the different subdivisions of the 
state apparatus. 

The Reformist Approach 

The approach of the Daily Work- 
er and tiie Socialist Call, however, 
instead of proceeding from the 
hasic analysis of the class struggle 
and the class role of the state, and 
thence going on to a detailed anal- 
ysis of the particular acts in ques- 
tion (here the AAA decision], does 
just the opposite. They take the 
conflict between two subdivisions 
of the state apparatus (the Supreme! 
Court on the one side, Roosevelt 
and Congress on the other) as 
primary '• « n d consequently they 
totally obscure the basic class role 
which these two subdivisions share 
in common, and thus also obscure 
the fundamental class conflict of 
modern society. 

In terms of their approach, the 
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Supreme Court is the representa- 
tive of "Wall Street," of the "finan- 
cial oligarchy," the "TTorles." Con- 
gress, in conflict with the Supreme 
Court, Is "the people's representa- 
tive" (this is the Daily Worker's 
own phrase). We are, then, called 
on to support Congress against the 
Supreme Court, in order to make 
our will felt and to secure our 
"rights." 

Denial of the Class Struggle 

What follows? What follows ts 
the denial of the revolutionary 
class struggle for workers' power, 
which is and must be the struggle 
not to win "control" over the ex- 
isting state machinery, but a strug- 
gle against the existing state, a 
struggle to smash the present state 
— which is the Instrument of bour- 
geois rule — and to erect in its place 
the revolutionary workers' state. 
What follows is social -democratic 
parliamentarism, gradualism, Kaut- 
skylsm, all over again. In this 
manner does history take its re- 
venge on the corruption of theory. 
The approach of the Communist 
party and the Socialist party to 
this problem — -which is naturally 
not an isolated example — Is part of 
the propagation of an anti-revolu- 
tionary ideology. In the case of 
the Communist party it must be 
understood as one item in the pre- 
paration for the possibility of sup- 
porting Roosevelt in November — a 
possibility which will be realized 
if the Far Eastern crisis sufficiently 
deepens. Indeed, the current an- 
alyses and phrases of the C. P. can 
hardly be distinguished from those 
of the President. 

Now Marxists do not believe that 
Congress is "the people's represen- 
tative." They believe that Con- 
gress, like the Supreme Court, is 
part of the apparatus of bourgeois 



state rule. They do not deny that 
genuine and bitter conflict can 
arise between Congress and the 
Supreme Court, or between any 
other subdivisions of the state 'ap- 
paratus, nor do they deny the nec- 
essity for Interpreting and analyz- 
ing these conflicts, and attempting 
to use them where possible to the 
workers. But such conflicts, they 
point out, are never struggles be- 
tween representatives of the work- 
ing class or of "the people" on the 
one side, and representatives of the 
bourgeoisie on the other. There are 
always conflicts between different 
sections or groups within the bour- 
geoisie, sections which on the given 
issue have opposing needs and op- 
posing ideas of now best to advance 
the basic bourgeois interests. In 
all cases, therefore, such conflicts 
are subordinate to the underlying 
class conflict, which cannot express 
itself dlreetly within the bourgeois 
state apparatus. 

How the "Pounders" Reasoned 

It was in this way that the 
"founders of our country," who 
reasoned more clearly about these 
matters than our present Stalinists, 
reformists and centrists, understood 
the complicated governmental forms 
which they established under the 
Constitution— that magically pow- 
erful document which they designed 
to legalize the power of property. 
The intricate "checks and balances" 
between the three branches of the 
Federal government and between 
the Federal government and the 
States, with the probability of fre- 
quent conflict which these con- 
tained, were meant by them not at 
all to "guarantee" democracy, but 
to make sure that what democracy 
there was won Id not get out of 
(wands. "Every institution," wrote 



Hamilton, "calculated to restrain 
the excess of law-making and to 
keep things in the same state in 
which they happen to be at any 
given period was more likely to do 
good than harm." 

Nor have the masters of Ameri- 
can destiny ever been too much 
disturbed over legal Actions. They 
have understood that the central 
question is the question of class 
power, not institutional form, and 
they have consistently approached 
the Constitution, the Supreme 
Court, and the other branches ot 
government in the light of that 
understanding. During the admin- 
istrations of Washington and John 
Adams, for example, the Supreme 
Court played a minor role. The 
question of its "right" to invalidate 
acts of Congress or of States as 
unconstitutional, left ambiguous in 
the Constitution Itself, was not 
openly raised. The Federalist party, 
representing the commercial, bank- 
ing and industrial Interests— that 
is, the progressive class at that his- 
torical stage — held control over the 
executive and legislative branches, 
and could keep the courts in the 
background. 

The Jefferson ian Reaction 

But the Jeffersonian reaction, 
swept on by the agrarian and plant- 
ing interests, ousted the Federal- 
ists from the Presidency and Con- 
gress. The Federalists, consequent- 
ly, defeated on one front, kept 
their grip on the Judiciary, and 
used the Supreme Court to continue 
the advance of their basic program. 
Through their Chief Justice, Mar- 
shall, they immediately proclaimed 
the power of the Supreme Court to 
pass on the constitutionality of 
laws (the case of Marbury vs. 
Madison). In a long series of brll- 
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(Continued from Page 1) 

William Z. Foster and Earl Brow- 
der. It was headed : "Sweep Away 
the Autocratic Power of the Su- 
preme Court." 

This manifesto has created a 
furore among those few Stalinists 
who retain remnants of Marx and 
Lenin's teachings and still recall 
the Stalinist arguments of yest rr- 
day. Well It might! Such a whole- 
sale burial of its professed princ- 
iples by a working class party 
without so much as a funeral ora- 
tion, such an open dumping over- 
board of all Its traditions has never 
before been seen in the political 
history of the labor movement. In 
this declaration, the American Com- 
muntst party completely breaks 
with its past and goes over without 
concealment or equivocation to the 
worm-eaten platform of liberal 
reformism. 

This is Indicated at the very be- 
ginning of the manifesto, which 
acknowledges that "the Communist 
party criticized the AAA because 
of its produce destruction program, 
because it hajped to raise the cost 
of living, because it helped mainly 
the rich." This is by no means 
the whole reactionary essence of 
the AAA but it will do so far as 
it goes. What follows? Does the 
C. P. still condemn the AAA and 
the Roosevelt administration that 
put it through? Quite the con- 
trary. 

They concentrate their attack, 
not upon the AAA and its authors, 
but upon the Supreme Court which 
killed it. What reasons do they 
give for thus reversing their posi- 
tion? Listen, O ye faithful! "The 
Communist party now fight-* the 
Supreme Court decision because it 
deprives the farmers of the little 
aid they received from the AAA, 
hecause the Supreme Court decision 
outlaws any attempt on the part 
of the people to fight Wall Street, 
because this decision would still 
further help the rich at the expense 
of the poor." 

What is the substance of such 
arguments? First, the rich farmers, 
(-together with the banks, insurance 
companies, and corjioratioiis) arc 
now deprived of their subsidies 
from the AAA, paid for wit!) the 
blood of the masses. They must, 
therefore, be continued. Second, 
the enemy of the working class is 
not capitalism and all its institu- 
tions, but only the Wall Street 
financiers and their judicial strong- 
hold. -Third, although the AAA is 
one of the most cunning and effi- 
cient instruments of destruction 
mid extortion devised by the Demo- 
cratic agents of the ruling class, it 
must be defended because the ultra- 
reactionary Liberty leaguers who 
op]x>se> it may invent a worse one. 
This is "the policy of the lesser 
evil" with a vengeance. On this 
ground every action of the Roose- 
velt regime can be justified — and 
probably soon will be, if we read 
the signs aright. 

Once the first step Is taken, the 



descent to the Avernus of utter op- 
portunism is easy. Having become 
the supporters of the Roosevelt 
farm program against the ultra- 
reaetionarles, the Stalinists go fur- 
ther. They call upon Roosevelt him- 
self to make good his speeches, and, 
as father of the AAA, to protect hia 
offspring against "the autocracy of 
the Supreme Court" and to take up 
the struggle against "entrenched 
greed". "Mr. President," they shout, 
"repudiate the Ruling." 

What is the most elementary prin- 
ciple of Marxism? The state is the 
executive committee of the ruling 
class. The head of the state acts 
as chairman of that committee. To 
ask or to expect that any officer of 
the bourgeois state will carry on a 
real struggle against his masters 
and their institutions Is to put one's 
faith In miracles. This is the simp- 
lest A.B.C. of revolutionary doctrine. 
And the Stalinists today flout It 
without a word of explanation or 
apology. Could betrayal be more 
absolute? 

Anyone who knows anything about 
the history of American politics Is 
aware that the tripartite division 
of the governmental apparatus Into 
the parliamentary, presidential, and 
judicial arms was expressly design- 
ed by the ruling classes to strangle 
the expression of the popular will 



and to safeguard the property and 
privileges of the rulers of the Re- 
public. The executive and the ju- 
dicial branches, as elieeks upon the 
larger and more representative Con- 
gress (capitalist control over 
which Is somewhat more difficult), 
divide the labor of tarrying out the 
orders of the ruling class. The 
Supreme Court's power to declare 
laws unconstitutional is simply a 
modification and magnification of 
the President's veto power. How- 
ever loudly they bellowed, no Presi- 
dent and no -bourgeois politician 
has ever dared to fight anything 
but sham battles with the Supreme 
Court, the principal legal pillar of 
the existing order and the Holy of 
Holies of American bourgeois de- 
mocracy. 

But, having called upon to lead 
the masses in a qrusade for "the 
restoration of popular government," 
the Stalinists find it necessary to 
prove that previous presidents have 
successfully fought the autocracy 
of the Supreme Court and that 
popular government once existed in 
the United States. They proceed 
to rewrite American history as fol- 
lows : "The history of our country 
shows that Presidents wlw really 
me$nt to fight autocracy (!) repu- 
diated reactionary decisions of the 
supreme autocrats of the country." 
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Every one of the examples they 
cite are false and misleading. "Lin- 
coln did not recognize the Dred 
Scott decision." The truth is that 
he criticized it before becoming 
President and obeyed it until the 
Civil war broke out. "He led the 
people into the Civil War to wipe 
out slavery." What an idealization 
and falsification of history- Liu- 
coin led the people into the Civil 
War to wipe out the power of the 
slaveholders and conquer power for 
the bourgeoisie — and was finally, 
after much hesitation, forced to 
emancipate the slaves to accomplish 
these ends. "President Jackson, the 
great Democrat," they continue in 
the vein of a speed! by Postmaster 
Farley, "refused to recognise Su- 
preme Court decisions." Jackson 
was a slaveholder and a servant 
of slaveholders, just- as Roosevelt 
is a political servant of the wage 
slave-holders of capitalism.. He did 
ignore a Supreme Court decision — 
when the court attempted to pro- 
ject the lands of the Cherokee In- 
dians against their seizure by the 
Georgia slaveholder.? ! "President 
ft rant increased the membership of 
the court to change a Supreme 
Court decision." — lie did so to val- 
orize, the paper money issued during 
the Civil War and held by the finan- 
cial aristocracy! 

These people, who now vie with 
the Liberty League and Hearst in 
posing as defenders of the Consti- 
tution, echo the old cry of the 
petty- bourgeois liberals: "The Con- 
stitution does not give the Supreme 
Court the right to declare laws 
passed by Congress unconstitution- 
al." But this cry has no historical 
foundation. Although the powers 



of the Supreme Court are only 
vaguely defined, judicial supremacy 
Is in no respect precluded, and the 
records of the Constitutional Con- 
vention, as Charles A. Beard has 
proven, show the court was to have 
such power. The Supreme Court 
has exercised this right without 
restriction since the days of John 
Marshall, and will continue to ex- 
ercise it so long as bourgeois de- 
mocracy survives iu this country. 
These pitiful wretches complain: 
"the Supreme Court has usurped 
its powers." But tile Supreme Court 
is not alone in that. So has' the 
President, and, even more, so has 
the entire power of the state been 
usurped by the capitalist class from 
the masseH of the people. The Su- 
preme Court is one of their agen- 
cies of domination ; tile Presidency 
is another. Revolutionists will get 
rid of these usurpers by overthrow- 
ing them altogether. 

But how do these people propose 
to uproot the reactionary power of 
the Supreme Court? By coustitu- 
tntional amendment, no less. A 
noble enterprise, indeed ! Let us 
pull out the teeth of the capitalist 
tiger with a pair of sugar-tongs. 

!f Roosevelt won't turn the trick 
(and it is apparent that they either 
half-hope he will, or at least wish 
their duped following to believe he 
could do so) then a Farmer- Labor 
government- will. The Farmer- Labor 
government will presumably abolish 
ail the evils of capitalism, it not 
capitalism Itself. Among the other 
things It would do. according to 
this manifesto. Is to "use the army 
and National Guard to protect, the 
workers against the violent strike- 
breaking activities of the scabs and 



thugs of the manufacturers; and 
not to shoot down workers striking 
for a living wage." In Minneapolis 
there Is a Farmer-Labor mayor 
named Latimer. Recently his po- 
lice killed two strikers at the Strut- 
wear plant and wounded over 20 
more. But the Stalinists forget 
this little experience along with the 
whole history of the strikebreaking 
role of reformist governments. 

The Stalinist manifesto concludes 
with the following appeal. "All 
progressive, liberal, and radical 
forces in the country must unite In 
a common front against the com- 
mon enemy— Wall Street." Here 
the erasing of all class lines is as 
plain as the nose on one's face. 
The main enemy is no longer cap- 
italism, but its incarnation, the 
devil of Wall Street. Throughout 
the whole manifesto there is not 
the least hint that there exists an 
economic system of slavery called 
capitalism that is responsible for 
the evils under which we suffer. 
Nothing there that has not been 
said, and said better, In the past 
century by hundreds of liberal and 
petty -bourgeois politicians! 

One stands aghast before this 
spectacle of complete capitulation 
to the most vulgar petty bourgeois 
reformism. Every trace of elass 
consciousness has been expunged 
from this Stalinist document. Not 
a phrase that any infuriated petty 
bourgeois could not subscribe to 
with both hands, or that will not 
be uttered time and again by po- 
litical demagogues of the Demo- 
cratic party. The Stalinists are 
not inconsistent in demanding that 
Roosevelt lead them In a struggle 
against the reactionaries. Nor will 
it be Inconsistent with their present 
policy if they support Roosevelt In 
the coming elections. For the posi- 
tion represented in this official 
document alone is indistinguishable 
from that of the left wing of the 
Democratic party, which is Still, 
we hope they will admit, a capital- 
ist party. 

What do those honest workers 
and revolutionists who still remain 
in the ranks of the Stalinist party 
think o! such a line? Surely tiiere 
are still some among them who are 
e!asR-co!). u eions enough to reeogaiw 
this surrender of the first principles 
of Marxism and draw n few con- 
clusions from it. 

The leaders of the party who ' 
have issued this document, and who I 
slavishly repeat today the thq-ead- 
b.ire ]:hra.--es of p^ltv bourgeois 
radicalism, comlemiiins the Su- 
preme Court for its usnrnatidi! of 
power, nre themselves the greatest 
of usurpers, 'fr-ey have nsmped 
the title of Communist. 1 -, the name 
of revolutionist, the traditions of 
Marx and Lenin. Workers, learn 
to distrust such charlatans.* who 
mnwj'ierade in the borrowed cos- 
tumes of Communism. They are 
your greatest enemies They can- 
not and will not defend your in- 
terests. They will inevitably he- 
tray you as lightly as they have 
here betrayed the principles ot 
Communism. 



liant decisions, Marshall maintained 
their position. But, it should be 
noticed, the Federalists used the 
Supreme Court not to restrict the 
power of the Federal government, 
but to extend it, to enlarge its 
sphere of operation, and to estab- 
lish its clear sovereignty over the 
States. The aims of the bourgeoisie 
could not be served without a 
strong national government. 

But deaths on the Supreme Court 
bench and the Jacksonian move- 
ment altered the relationship of 
forces. By 1857 the Democrats, 
now openly and almost exclusively 
the party of the slave-holders, were 
in control of the Supreme Court, 
with Taney at its head. So, in the 
Dred Scott decision, the Supreme 
Court reversed the tradition of 
Marshall, and declared for "states' 
rights" against the Federal govern- 
ment. In actuality, of course, the 
decision was not for the legal fic- 
tion, "states' rights." but for the 
slave-holders: by its terms, the 
Court declared that Congress had 
no power to legislate concerning 
slavery. The Philistines of those 
days thought that then the battle 
was over, and that the Northern 
industrialists had lost. Or, at most, 
they inveighed against the auto- 
cratic usurpation by the Supreme 
Court. 

Judiciary and Class War 

But the bourgeois was not going 
to let legal Actions block Its his- 
toric road. Organized, In temporary 
alliance with the free Western 
farmers, into the new Republican 
thirty, it accepted the challenge : 
and fought out the Issue of control 
of the state not in the judicial 
chambers, but on the field of battle. 
Neither the acts of Congress nor 
the decisions of the Court, but the 
Northern armies decided the basic 
class question — the question of 
which class, the bourgeoisie or tht 
plantation owners, was to hold 
power. And this is the manner in 
which every class which means 
historic business settles the basic 
question. 

The struggle which the working 
elass faces at the present time, the 
struggle for power and for the 
overthrow of the bourgeoisie and 
its state, is not expressed In any 
direct way in the conflict between 
the New Deal ( upheld by the 
President and Congress] and the 
Supreme Court. The struggle qf 
the working class, in Its political 
aspect, is a struggle against every 
branch and division of the state. 
The conflict between the Supreme 
Court and Congress represents in 
part a conflict between different 
sections of the bourgeoisie, In part 
a bureaucratic contest for control 
of the Immense and highly lucra- 
tive governmental apparatus. The 
AAA decision is perhaps chiefly im- 
portant for re-em phasl zing the fact 
that the New Deal was merely a 
series of temporary devices to tide 
capitalism over a dangerous spot; 
and that, with profits now mount- 
ing, It has outlived its usefulness. 
The Supreme Court, by a reason- 
able division of labor, is given the 
job of undertaker. For Roosevelt, 
the New Deal remains now as pure 
demagogy-— as a series of agita- 
tional phrases wholly divorced from 
social reality, with the help of 
which he hopes to retain enough of 
middle-class and labor sentiment to 
enable htm to secure re-election. 

Playing- Reaction's Gatue 

To build up and emphasize, as 
the Communist party and the So- 
cialist party are doing, a large 
scale campaign to curb the Supreme 
Court plays into the hands of re- 
action. It Is not that the demand 
to curb the court is in itself wrong. 
Indeed, it would be on the whole a 



gain If It were accomplished. The 
Court is an additional barrier 
against even partial immediate de- 
mands of the masses — as the 
Schechter and AAA decisions In 
their "restrictive" interpretations 
of the "interstate commerce" and 
"general welfare" clauses, interpre- 
tations which can be applied direct- 
ly against any social security or 
public works acts— serve to bring 
out. 

Nevertheless, .such a [>ariiamen- 
tary demand as the curbing of the 
Supreme Court should have only a 
minor and secondary place in the 
agitation and practical program of 
a revolutionary working-class party. 
Otherwise It serves to disorient 
and deceive the masses, and to turn 
them aside from more Important 
tasks. It is the business of the rev- 
olutionary party not to foster but 
to smash parliamentary illusions ; 
not to suggest the possibility of 
reforming the bourgeois state, but 
to make clear, In the living experi- 
ence of the masses, the necessity 
for destroying that state and of 
setting up in Its place a new state, 
the workers' state. The prime rea- 
son why a revolutionary party 
enters Into parliamentary cam- 
paigns is to bring its own full rev- 
olutionary program openly before 
the masses. Its parliamentary rep- 
resentatives sit not to win "victo- 
ries" for the workers in Congress 
or the Courts — which, even on the 
smallest scale, Is increasingly illu- 
sory in the dec-line of capitalism — 
hut to expose the inner workings of 
the bourgeois state machinery be- 
fore the eyes of tne masses. Revo- 
lutionists utilize bourgeois parlia- 
mentarism as one means for de- 
stroying bourgeois parliamentarism. 

Parliamentary Activity Supple- 
mentary 

Parliamentary activity of all 
kinds must remain only supplemen- 
tary to the basic work of promot- 
ing and strengthening the basic 
organizations of the masses. The 
poor farmers must look first not to 
Congress and the Supreme Court 
but to their unions, cooperatives, 
leagues, and demonstrations, for 
benefits and relief. The workers 
will have the "right" to organize 
when they fake that right through 
the independent strength of their 
trade unions, and cease expecting 
it to be handed down from on high 
by "favorable decisions." The one 
effective "curb" of the Supreme 
Oourt is, precisely, — the organized 
strength of the masses. 

The real business of the revolu- 
tionary party is the organization of 
the working class and its allies for 
the conquest of power. Every im- 
mediate demand, every particular 
campaign, is correct, is justified, 
only so far as, In its historical im- 
plications, it aids in this central 
task; and is on every occasion to 
be condemned Insofar as It turns 
the elass aside from the road to 
power. 
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Liebknecht - Luxemburg 
Anniversary 

LECTURE AND DANCE 

8:30 P.M.— -Speech by NATHAN GOULD, National Sec- 
rotary S.Y.L., on "The Life and Work of Karl Lieb- 
knecht and Rosa Luxembourg." Short musical program. 

3:"!) P.M. — Dancing, refreshments. Good banc!. 

SATURDAY EVENING, JANUARY 25, 1936 

:.'20 East 1 4th Street, N. Y. C. Hat check 25c 

Auspices: Spartacus Youth League, N. Y. District 



Luncheon Symposium 

celebrating 

th:: fifteenth anniversary of 

3ROOKWOOD 

Labor's Own School 
Speakers : 

T7IOMAS KENNEDY FRANCIS J. GORMAN 

TUCKER P. SMITH 

Fraternal greetings from George Meany, David Dubinsky, 

-'ovjnli LVhlosoherg, Frank Grosswaith, Spencer Miller, Jr., 

Hil;!a W. Smith, George Rhodes 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 18, AT 1 P.M. 

Frank's Hofbvau, 1680 Broadway (near 52nd St.), N.Y.C. 
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ulng. their anti-union drive, how- 
ever, makes It almost certain that 
the board will take no such action. 

When the board met several 
months ago at Tehachapi to consid- 
er the cases of Caroline Decker and 
Nora Conklin, two of the Sacra- 
mento class- war victims, it refused 
to set definite sentence. The at- 
tempts to deport Jack Waraiek, one 
of the acquitted Sacramento union- 
ists, make it clear that powerful 
forces are determined to squeeze 
the last ounce of vengeance out of 
the Sacramento prisoners for their 
crime of organizing unions and 
leading strikes. 

N.S.A.C. Asks Protests 

The National Sacramento Appeal 
Committee, in an effort to meet the 
situation which will exist when the 
Parole Board meets, is launching a 
drive to get unions and other or- 
ganizations, as well as Individuals, 
to send protests to Governor Mer- 
riam and Attorney-General Webb 
of California against the continued 
Imprisonment of the framed-up 
Sacramento unionists. Protests 
should be sent to these officials at 
Sacramento, the state capital. 

That there will be plenty of diffi- 
culty In getting the board to act at 
this time is made clear by the char- 
acter of the men who compose It. 

The chairman Frank C. Sykes of 
San Francisco, in addition to get- 
ting $5,000 annually for his "work" 
on the board, is a building contrac- 
tor. He is in close touch with the 
Industrial Association, open-shop 
general staff of the San Francisco 
employers. 

Board Members Reactionary 

Joseph H. Stephens, second mem- 
ber of the board, was one of the 
reactionaries who helped the Sac- 
ramento Bee stir up agitation 
against the prisoners during the 
trial last year. On Jan. 10, 1934, 
the Bee carried a statement by 
Stephens advocating the conviction 
of the union organizers "regardless 
of the costs." He gets $10,000 an- 
nually as president of the Sacra- 
mento Merchants National Bank, 
besides his $5,000 from the state. 
He was a supporter of Governor 
Rolph, Mooney's great enemy. 

David F. Bush, the third mem- 
ber. Is an attorney of Oakdale, and 
a prominent Legionnaire. His or- 
ganization is behind the drive to 
deport Jack War nick on evidence 
which won his acquittal in Sacra- 
mento. He was a mouthpiece of 
the organized employers in the 
State Senate in 1933. In 1933 the 
California State Grange, farmers' 
organization, blocked his candidacy 
for a judgeship because of his tie-up 
with the Pacific Gas and Electric 
Co., keystone of the reactionary 
crowd. 

In addition to sending lettejs lo 
the Governor and Attorney General, 
letters should be sent to the State 
Board of Parole, Sacramento, and 
to the individual members of fhe 
board. Such letters should stress 
the fact that no overt acts were 
proven against any of the prisoners, 
that their sole "crime" has been 
the organization of unions, and 
that one of the convicting jurors 
has already declared that in his 
opinion there was absolutely no 
evidence against Norman Mini or 
Caroline Decker and that the whUe 
verdict was a horse-trade. 

Address these letters as follows : 
Mr. Frank C. Sykes, Kohl Bnildina, 
San Franeisco, Cal. ; Mr. Joseph H. 
Stephens, Merchants National Bank, 
Sacramento, Cal. ; Mr. David !•', 
Bush, Oakdale, Cal. 

Pressure Can Help 

While it can hardly be hoped 
th.nt the board will .set the wnl- 
mntn st'nfencc for any tif the prisuii- 
ers. it real expression of protest by 
powerful workers' organizations 
would not be without its effec!. It 
might compel the board at least to 
set sentence so that the prisoners 
will know where they stand, and 
to set it at something close to the 
minimum. 

During recent years criminal 
syndicalism prisoners have gener- 
ally served between two and three 
years. If the hoard is to be pre- 
vented from setting a higher sen- 
tence, there will have to be a seri- 
ous movement of protest. 

The effect of the nation-wide pro- 
test In the Hemdon ease, where 
the judge was driven to /ree Hern- 
don In order to avoid the political 
effects of holding him any longer, 
is well-known. The same could be 
done in the Sacramento case, where 
there is no more "evidence" against 
the prisoners than there waB 
against Hemdon. 

The efforts of the National Sac- 
ramento Appeal Committee to or- 
ganize a nation-wide movement on 
behalf of the eight Sacramento 
unionists, have had no cooperation 
Ifrom the Communist party, the In- 
ternational Labor Defense or their 
sympathizers. 

Although the I.L.D. represents 
the prisoners, except for Norman 
Mini, they are passive in the fight. 
They did not begin legal moves on 
the question of the transcript of 
trial proceedings until after the 
N.S.A.C. got Into action. The Daily 
Worker carries nothing about the 
Sacramento case. Henderson's legal 
moves are Ignored by the Commu- 
nist party, which strives to isolate 
his fight from mass support. 
C. P. Breaks Unity 

Although the N.S.A.C. includes 
the Non-Partisan Labor Defense, 



the General Defense Committee and 
the League for Industrial Democ- 
racy, as well as the Socialist and 
Workers parties and other organ- 
izations which belong to or support 
the united defense committees In 
the Hemdon case, the I.L.D. has 
persistently refused to join the 
N.S.A.C. or to take any serious steps 
toward organizing a real campaign 
oi protest throughout the country. 
Qu&Jtions recently addressed to 
leading members of the Communist 
party and the I.L.D., as well as to 
officials of the "California Confer- 
ence for the Repeal of the Crimin- 
al Syndicalism Law" — a "united 
front" organized by the C. P. and 
its auxiliaries, as to why tbey will 
not cooperate with the N.S.A.C. or 
launeh a serious fight, have re- 
mained unanswered. 

The Workers Party urges . all 
members and friends to respond im- 
mediately to the call of the N.S.A. 
C. for protest letters and resolu- 
tions. Moreover, financial support 
is needed by the N.S.A.C. because 
of the new legal complications In 
the appeal fight. Funds should be 
sent to Dr. Harry W. Laidler, chair- 
man, Room 707, 41 Union Square, 
New York City. 



Youngstown 
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against organized labor. The new 
city administration that was elected 
to take office January 1 was pre- 
pared by the bosses to start such 
a drive. Attorney W. O. R. John- 
son was hired to import scabs to 
break strikes of the drivers' union. 
Mayor L. Evan's first act on as- 
suming office was to arrest Sam 
Orr, a member of the Teamsters' 
Union 377, and President Hubbard 
of the United Labor Congress on 
Jan. 2, for creating disturbances 
when they made an effort to settle 
the dispute at the grocery and meat 
market owned by George Oles, who 
was given the mandate to begin 
the open shop drive against labor. 
They also, in combination with the 
newspapers, begin to hurl charges 
of gangsterism and racketeering 
at the local union through the 
newspapers, mass meetings, pulpits 
and other agencies. The newspa- 
pers, and especially the Youngs- 
town Telegram which is part of the 
Scrippe- Howard chain, carried on a 
frenzied campaign of agitation 
against the Truck Drivers' Union, 
accusing it of the most dastardly 
crimes. 

For quite ;i while this went on 
until It culminated in a scab being 
taken out, beat up, and thrown 
out without any trousers into the 
square of Youngstown. This act 
was not committed by the Drivers' 
1'nion as thfl newspaiiers and the 
city administration would have the 
people of Youngstown believe 
There is n suspicion that this scab, 
Elchenlieb, was paid by the bosses 
to take the rap of having his pants 
taken off for a run in the city of 
Youngstown in order to stir up a 
lynch sentiment against the union. 
Mike Hornyak, a young militant 
of the union, and Sam Orr were 
arrested on frame-up charg<« of 
kidnapping and torture. Mike Horn- 
yak is at this time under a $3,000 
bond out of jail. Sam Orr is await 
ing a $6,000 bond in jail. 
Local Issues Paper 
The Truck Drivers' Union re- 
sponded militant ly against this 
furious attack of the bosses and 
open shop interests. It immediate- 
ly issued an open letter on the 
charge of gangsterism to the people 
of Youngstown, demanding i>n in- 
vestigation. It also issued a state- 
ment to the t!ews]iai«rs, January 
10, pledging full confidence lo Mike 
Hornyak and Sam Orr, and a fight 
for their vindication on fhe frnmed- 
up t-lmrgo of kidnapping and tor 
ture. 

It has also count wed with the 
move of issuiiig a newspaper edited 
by the executive board of the Truck 
Drivers' Union called the "Union 
Guide." This paper met with tre- 
mendous response, 700 copies being 
sold on flic first day. The union' is 
mobilizing its forces. The presi- 
dent of local &77 slated : 
"Make Youngstown a Union Town" 
"We are digging in and are 
determined to carry on our strug- 
gle for decent wages, and to or- 
ganize the unorganized drivers at 
no matter what cost,'' 
The Union has a good chance of 
defeating the open shoppers, and 
at the same time of assisting the 
unorganized workers in the building 
of a real fighting union movement. 
The whole trade union movement is 
quite stirred up over the slogan of 
"Make Youngstown a Union Town." 
This struggle may mean the begin- 
ning of a real drive among the 
steel workers for organization. 



Maritime 
War Looms 
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record recommending that the east 
coast sailors attempt to get at 
least the west coast rate ofjHty by 
job action, preferably on the east 
coast, and pledging support to all 
job action taken there, or here. 

The Waterfront Machinists and 
the Industrial Union of Marine and 
Shipbuilding Workers are on 
strike. 

Lockout talk is common on tie 
waterfront. The growing strength 
of the unions, and resultant higher 
wages and shorter hours, eats into 
the income of the famished-for- 
proflts capitalist class. The latter 
is going to attempt to smash the 
sole obstacle in their path to the 
garnering of huge dividends out of 
the only possible source, the backs 
of the workers. That obstacle is 
the union. 

Follow Class Struggle Relief 

The oncoming lockout or strike 
of the waterfront workers can and 
must be won. The workers are in- 
comparably better situated than 
they were in 1934. Their organiza- 
tion is stronger. They have learned 
many lessons. The only thing 
standing between the workers and 
victory is treachery or incorrect 
leadership. The right wing class- 
collaborationists and the Stalinists 
are the specific dangers referred to. 
If, in spite of these, a class strug- 
gle policy will be instituted on the 
waterfront, victory is certain. 

Let us see the attitude of the old 
guard of the labor fakers. Schar- 
renburg, erstwhile member of the 
Seamen's Union, thrown out of 
there by the membership, and pres- 
ent secretary of the California 
Federation of Labor : 

Scliarrenburg's Attack 

"The Sailor's Union has deliber- 
ately and flagrantly violated every 
agreement signed with the ship- 
owners since last year's strike and 
has repeatedly expressed bitter re- 
sentment when urged to respect 
such agreements. 

"Only by a prompt declaration of 
war on the wrecking crew can we 
hope to re-establish the reputation 
of our international union as a re- 
sponsible organization. 

"One or more charters must be 
revoked. ... I have weighed all 
objections and realize fully that 
Bridges' maritime federation will 
doubtless go to bat for the union 
or unions that have their charter 
revoked." 

One thing becomes clear here: 
due to the militancy of the seamen 
and their vigorous defense of their 
living standards, they are under 
attack, not only of the employers, 
but also of the labor "leaders." The 
convention of the International 
Seamen's Union, in session at the 
time of this writing, will be the 
scene of an attempt of the reaction- 
aries to either emasculate or expel 
these militant locals. 

The Maritime Federation, found- 
ed in struggle, and much more am- 
enable to mass pressure than the 
robot-like unions that once existed 
on the waterfront, is a constant 
threat to Scharrenburg and his ilk. 

Again we repeat what we stated 
a few weeks ago: The struggle of 
the seamen can be won, if properly 
supported by the Maritime Federa- 
tion! Unqualified support to the 
seamen, without any "ifs," "buts," 
or "insofars"! 



Under the Banner 
of Lenin 



LUMES CLUB hike to Palisade 
Sunday, Jan. 19. Meet at 342nd 
Street and Van Cordtland Park 
11 A.M. Sympathizers and friends 
are invited to come along. 



CLEVELAND PORUM 
Every Sunday Nlgjft at Eight 

Admission Free 
Stadium Hotel 
West 6th St and St. Clair 
(second floor) 
Sunday, Jan. 36: "Which Party 
for the American Workers?" 
Speaker: JOSEPH KNIGHT. 
Sunday. Feb. 2t "The Decline of 
the Third International." 
Speaker: HHNRY THUBMAN 
Auspices: Workers Party 



Tampa Defense to 
Hold jN/K Meet 
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Miami meeting of the A. P. of L. 
Executive Board to crack down on 
the Tampa vigilantes by threaten- 
ing to remove the next A. F. of L, 
convention from Tampa unless 
workers' rights are protected and 
the Ku Klux murder gang brought 
to book. President Green of the 
A, F\ of L., due to the intervention 
of the joint committee, has already 
issued such a threat, and many 
local and international unions are 
known to be In favor of enforcing 
it. 

President Heaton of the Florida 
Federation of Labor, a political 
job-holder under the Democratic 
party, is trying to sew up the con- 
vention from Tampa. Efforts will 
be made to get the industrial union 
group in the Executive Council to 
take a firm stand against Tampa. 
It is expected that Norman Thom- 
as, who is chairman of the joint 
committee, will have an opportunity 
to address the Council on the sub- 
ject. 

The joint committee now has a 
pamphlet in .the press relating the 
story of the Tampa crime against 
working class organizers. It will 
sell for 2 cents per copy and may 
be ordered in bundles at low rates 
from the Non-partisan Labor De- 
fense, 22 East 17th Street, New 
York City. 

The Political Committee of the 
Workers Party calls on all members 
to push the sale of the Tampa 
pamphlet, to get their unions and 
other organizations to go on record 
in support of the workers of 'Tam^a. 
All New Xork members should do 
their utmost to build the Hotel 
Delano meeting so that the reac- 
tionaries of Tampa may know of 
our solidarity with the workers of 
that city. 
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workers are seeking a new path. The imminence of war is 
arousing a still wider circle. A revolutionary impulse to oppose 
the war and the treacherous policy of supporting "sanctions" 
is particularly noticeable in the ranks of the Socialist workers 
and the Socailist youth. But a revolutionary policy cannot be 
confined to national grounds. The fight against war is incon- 
ceivable except as an international struggle. And this struggle 
in turn requires an international organization. 

Will a revolutionary struggle against war be conducted 
by the Second International? Or Stalin's Comintern? Or the 
two "organically united"? Whoever preaches any of these 
ideas deceives and misleads the workers. A serious and con- 
sistent attitude toward the question of war is possible only for 
those who visualize an international struggle and an organiza- 
tion capable of conducting it. The question of the international 
is not something superfluous to be taken up later at leisure ; it 
is the heart of revolutionary policy. In 1914, after the betrayal 
of the social democracy, Lenin began his struggle against the 
war with the call for a new international ! The revolutionists 
of the present time must do likewise. 

The reaction against Leninism, which has been synony- 
mous with the reaction against the October revolution and the 
idea of an international revolution, has brought great defeats 
to the working class of the whole world and a frightful disin- 
tegration of the workers* organizations, including the organ- 
izations of the vanguard. The struggle for a revival of the 
Leninist, that is the revolutionary, movement is a struggle 
against confusion and demoralization. Made-to-order substi- 
tutes for the r-evolutionarv strategy of Lenin appear on every 
side. The renunciation of Leninism has become a fashion. 
Stalinism not only confuses and demoralizes those who remain 
under its direct sway, but also many of those whom it repels. 
Herbert Zam, like numerous others, who long mistook Stalin- 
ism for Leninism, in reacting against certain aspects of the 
former has discarded the cardinal teachings of the latter. The 
formula for this back-sliding in the most fundamental question 
of our epoch— the question of the international organization 
of the vanguard — is the spurious, soul-saving formula of 
"unity." 

In his'recent polemics against "Trotskyism" Zam develops 
his conception of unity as a fetish. From all the vast and rich 
experiences of the past 21 years, which include the betrayal of 
the workers in the world war, the consequent split in the inter- 
national labor movement, the Russian Revolution, the forma- 
tion and later downfall of the Comintern, the terrible defeats 
of the later period — from all this vast experience Zam arrives 
at one basic conclusion t The Second International, splotched 
with crimes and betrayals and firmly controlled by incorrigible 
reformists who are "organically" united with their respective 
national capitalists, is the only possible International. The 
failure of the "Trotskyites" to appreciate this, their insistence 
on the necessity of a new international, condemns them to the 
futile existence of an isolated "sect," says Zam who has ap- 
propriated for himself the masses in the Second International. 
In the Socialist Call, Jan. 4, he writes: 

"The central fallacy of the Trotskyite position (aside 
from all other considerations) is that it ignores the in- 
stinctive desire of the working class for unity, a desire 
which followed a series of defeats to which disunity was a 
strong contributing factor. The Trotskyite remedy for 
the present situation is the formation of new parties and 
a new International — that is, new splits on a national 
and international scale. But this formula flies in the face 
of the desires and the interests of the workers, including 
the advanced workers in the Socialist and Communist 
parties." 

If we may be allowed to say so, the central fallacy in 
Zam's position is that it ignores historic facts as well as the 
"interests of the workers." We cite a few: The labor movement 
of Europe was united in the Second International on -August 4, 
1914. The united organizations of the social democracy only 
served to paralyze the masses and plunge them into the im- 
perialist slaughter. On the other hand, the Bolsheviks "who 
had SPLIT with the social -pat riots, stopped Russia's partici- 
pation in the war and made a successful revolution! The revo- 
lutionary advances of the European workers in the post-war 
period coincided with deep splits between the revolutionists and 
reformist agents of the capitalists, the formation of new parties 
and the rise of the Comintern. One of the few countries- 
Austria — which retained its "unity" almost 100 percent on a 
social democratic basis, succumbed to ignominious defeat de- 
spite the heroic resistance of the Socialist workers at the last 
moment, 

Zam implies that Lenin was wrong in 1914 when he called 
for a rupture with the social-patriots of all countries and 
doubly wrong when he formed the Comintern in 1919. We do 
not think so. It is false to put the question of "unity" as an 



abstraction, as a fetish or sentimental ideal. The unity of the 
proletariat is undbubtedly necessary for the victory over cap- 
italism. But that is not achieved at one step. For the worker* 
to become united FOR THEIR OWN INTERESTS they must 
break with the bourgeoisie and take the road of the class strug- 
gle. That means they must break away from the influence of 
the capitalist AGENTS in the labor movement, the social- 
patriots. Only then can the workers be united in the struggle 
for socialism. This is the way Lenin put the -question of unity 
and split. The experience, of the working class has completely 
confirmed the correctness of his position. 

The unification of the working class for the revolutionary 
struggle on an international scale is a complicated process. 
The class is not homogeneous. It has different strata in differ- 
ent stages of enlightenment and development. It has an "aris- 
tocracy" which has special immediate interests of its own and 
advances them at the expense of the whole class. The labor 
movement has a bureaucracy which, for the greater part, is 
tied to the capitalists and represents their interests in the 
ranks of the workers. Then there is the section of class con- 
scious workers, the vanguard, who understand and represent 
the general historic interests of the workers as a class. Unifica- 
tion has to begin with them. 

The problem of the hour is the unification of the vanguard 
on the basis of a revolutionary program. That can only be an 
international program — no other is or can be revolutionary in 
this epoch — and the organization can only be an international 
one. So Lenin posed the problem in 1914 when the collapse of 
the old International became manifest, So we, following Lenin 
and faithful to his precept and example, pose the question 
today. 

The Third International in its first four congresses under 
Lenin compressed the fundamental strategy of the proletariat 
into a number of documents, theses and resolution which, in all 
the essential parts, still retain their validity. In the October 
revolution of the Bolsheviks this strategy was illustrated in 
practice and fully vindicated. It is the mission of the Fourth 
International, which as yet is only a program and project of 
a section of the vanguard, to carry the same revolutionary 
struggle through to the final victory. 

The work for the Fourth International is work in the 
spirit of Lenin. The unceasing struggle for the regroupment 
of the vanguard under the banner of the Fourth International, 
on the way to the unification of the working class for the revo- 
lutionary assault against the capitalist order, is the sign that 
Lenin is alive in the work of his disciples. To take part in that 
work is the way to commemorate his name. 



A new organization has just been 
formed called the Scottsboro De- 
fense Committee, comprising the 
Methodist Federation for Social 
Service, the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored 
People, the American Civil Liber- 
ties Union, the International Labor 
Defense, and the League for Indus- 
trial Democracy. Dr. Allen Knight 
Chalmers, pastor of the Broadway 
Tabernacle, is Chairman and Col. 
William Schieffeiln, President of 
the American Church Missionary 
Society and former commander of 
the 389th Infantry, is treasurer of 
the Committee. Representatives of 
organized labor are so far eonspic- 



Plan Appeal in 
Scottsboro Case 

(Continued from Page 1) 

f erred to the Federal courts, Os- 
mond K. Fraenkel of New Tork and 
Clarence Watts of Huntsvllle, Ala- 
defense counsel, said they would 
seek a change of venue. Hearing 
on this motion was set for Jan. 18. 
At the same time it was learned 
that the defense contemplates a 
direct appeal to the Federal courts 
to take jurisdiction from the state 

courts if the motion for a change "o^jTtfcefr^bTence" 
of venue is denied. 

The first action by defense coun- 
sel in the Scottboro case was taken 
Monday in a motion demanding a 
transfer of the trial from the Ala- 
bama to the Federal Court oc the 
ground that the state statute for- 
bidding more than one change of 
venue prevents the defendants from 
obtaining a fair trial. The motion 
was filed by attorney Watts of 
Huntsville, a member of the state 
legislature, who has been retained 
as co-counsel by Samuel Liebowitz. 

Llebowitz holds retainers from all 
the Scottsboro boys and now has 
complete charge of the case. The 
I.L.D. is out In the cold. 
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West Coast 
Ship Tie-up 

(Continued from Page 1) 

through the picket lines of any 
union, and above all, not the In- 
dustrial Union which has ac(ed as 
unionists should by walking out In 
solidarity. 
The Industrial Union's Record 
The Industrial Union is compar- 
atively new, not much over a year 
old. In Camden, N. J., the union 
carried on a hard, brave battle last 
year. It was denied admittance 
into the A. F. of L. because of the 
craft unions' stand. (Over twenty 
craft unions claim jurisdiction over 
work in repairing and constructing 
ships. > 

On the west coast the union is 
not in the Maritime Federation. It 
has consistently attempted to join 
the federation but the influence of 
the craft union affiliates of the 
Maritime Federation (Machinists, 
Scalers) has kept them out. Bridges, 
who Is under Stalinist influence, 
proposes that the Industrial Union 
give up jurisdiction over certain 
key crafts (caulkers, machinists 
and boilcrmakers) and the depleted 
remnants would then be taken into 
the Maritime Federation. The union 
stands solid for its industrial form, 
however, as the only organizational 
setup able to cope with the present 
day shipbuilding industry and pro- 
tect the the interests of the em- 
ployees. 

Although outside the A. F. of L. 
and the Maritime Federation, the 
union has won the admiration of all 
unionists, by its class conscious at- 
titude as well as its advanced or- 
ganizational form. It has scrupu- 
lously observed all union picket 
lines. It has joined in acts of soli- 
darity, of which their actions of 
support of the Machinists is the 
latest. It joined the one day mem- 
orial strike and parade on July 5, 
in commemoration of two strikers 
who had been killed by the police 
in the strike of 1934. It downed 
tools in the half hour general strike 
of last month which succeeded in 
winning freedom for the four union 
scalers on trial for their lives. 

Dangers to the Strike 

There are a number of dangers 
facing the strike : 

First, the strike was called at a 
time when the majority of the men 
have been long unemployed. They 
may be starved back to work. They 
must get the help of the entire labor 
movement of the west coast so as 
to be able to feed themselves and 
their families. This help must be 
forthcoming regardless of the fact 
that the Industrial Union (against 
its wishes) is outside the A. F. of 
L. As a matter of fact, the ship- 



yard workers are pioneers in form- 
ing a true industrial union, and be- 
cause of this reason must be sup- 
ported to the utmost, for a defeat 
for the Industrial Union of Ship- 
yard Workers would be a defeat 
for the cause of industrial union- 
Ism. 

A second danger comes from the 
company union. The bosses, fear- 
ful of the growing power of the 
Industrial Union, have taken steps 
to organize a company anion. These 
company union men, who form a 
very small group, are waiting for 
the picket lines to weaken in order 
to go back to work. They must he 
educated as to what unionism Is, 
but they must be kept out of the- 
yards. 

Craft Unions Threaten 

A third danger, which is very 
great, comes from the direction of 
the bureaucracy of the craft unions 
(there are, as we have remarked, 
20 such craft unions claiming jur- 
isdiction over different parts of 
shipbuilding and repairing work). 
The craft union pie-card leaders 
may offer their services to the em- 
ployers, saying, "If you do not 
come to terms with us, you will 
have to eome to terms with the 
Industrial Union." The employers' 
first preference would be no union 
at all, but rather than have the 
Industrial Union they would be 
sure to come to an agreement with 
the craft unions. They may sign 
with the craft unions, making a 
liltle improvement in wages and 
conditions for a small minority of 
the skilled craftsmen, and take 
back whatever little they give to 
the skilled by doubly exploiting the 
less skilled sections. The men must 
be prepared to fight for their in- 
dustrial union to the finish. 

The machinists' officials, we must 
report, have, in spite of. their word, 
signed an agreement, with the Gen- 
eral Engineering and Drydock Co., 
without consulting the Industrial 
Union. The Industrial Union Is at 
present holding conferences with 
the General Engineering and Dry- 
dock Co., but If the Industrial Un- 
ion cannot come to an agreement 
with the company, they must force 
the Machinists to live up to their- 
promise to support the industrial 
Union. The latter will most prob- 
ably, in the event that no agreement 
is reached, throw a picket line 
around the General Co., keeping out 
the Machinists, as well as others. 

The rank and file of the Machin- 
ists will undoubtedly support the 
Industrial Union in this action. 

All support to the striking west 
coast shipyard workers, who rep- 
resent militant industrial unions, 
striking at the boss as one man 
unlike the antiquated and im- 
potent craft unions ! 

Members of the Maritime Federa- 
tion: Support the move for admit- 
tance of the Industrial Union to 
the Maritime Federation ! 
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Jugoslav Communist Escapes from Siberia; 
Bares Anti-Bolshevik Terror of^Stalin 

Revolutionists Held 
in Jails, Solitaries and 
Concentration Camps 



A STATEMENT OF PACT ON STALING TERROR, 
ON MR* HEARST AND THE SUNDAY WORKER 



QN OCTOBER 19 the NEW MILITANT 

printed the revelations of A. Tarov — Bolshe- 
vik-Leninist wjio escaped from Siberian exile — on 
Stalin's persecution of revolutionists in the Soviet 
Union. 

Three months later, on Sunday, January 19, 
William Randolph Hearst, without authorization 
or permission from Leon Trotsky, or Ms Amer- 
ican literary agents, or from us, lifted the Tarov 
article and Trotsky's comment on it, from the 
NEW MILITANT and printed it in his chain 
of anti-labor rags. 

On the very same day, the Sunday Worker, 
in true Hearstian style, blared forth headlines to 
the effect that Leon Trotsky is an agent of 
Hearst, and a promise to reveal at a later date 
the price received for them. 

There is not a modicum jf truth in this slander 
learned from the gutter methods of Hearst him- 
self and employed against all revolutionists. It is 



meant to be a smoke-screen to divert attention 
from the revelations of Stalin's terror against the 
Leninists. 

Before the entire labor movement we challenge 
the corrupt scribblers of the Daily and Sunday 
Worker to prove their assertions. 

Furthermore we challenge them to disprove 
one single charge made in Tarov's article. 

On' our part we charge the Stalinists with 
furnishing Hearst with ammunition against the 
revolutionary movement. 

This they do by persecuting, torturing, yes! 
and even murdering genuine revolutionary inter- 
nationalists in the Soviet Union f men who have 
fought and bled in the Russian Revolution and in 
the Civil War and against foreign intervention. 

So long as this Thermidorinn repression con- 
tinues, we take no responsibility for whatever ef- 
fects their publication may have. The stigma 
for this rests upon Stalin's gangster clique as 



does the almost medieval torture of the Bolsheviks 
in the Soviet Union. 

On our part we will not be silent when revolu- 
tionists of unimpeachable integrity and years of 
service and sacrifice to the working class languish 
in jails, solitary confinement and concentration 
camps. 

We propose to publish authentic information 
as broadly and as widely as our means permit 
until such a time as an aroused labor movement 
throughout the world will force Stalin to call a 
halt to his criminal course. 

In this issue we publish new revelations of the 
-persecution of Communist opponents of Stalin in 
the Soviet Union. The article of comrade Ciliga 
shows that foreign Communists as well as Rus- 
sians are imprisoned and hounded by Stalin for 
factional reasons. 

The workers of the world must know these 
facts. 



Bakers Union Official 

Framed in Youngstown 

Third Unionist Arrested in Anti-Labor Drive Led 
By Reactionary City Administration 

By GEORGE TKTJHAR 

YOUNGSTOWX, O., Jan. 21.— The frame-up of trade unionists in 
Youngstown is being extended by the present antiunion city administra- 
tion in combination with the open 'shoppers and the Citizen's Association. 
Tuesday, January 31, a militant business agent of the Bakers' Local 177 
was arrested. The warrant was sworn ont by a scab named Gilbert 
Eidwfilaub. 

The drive Mi the unions is continuing. That the reactionary labor 
leaders of the United Labor Con-® 



gress, under the leadership of Andy 
Hubbard, are trying to wash their 
hands of the whole matter Is shown 
by their attitude of passivity and 
failure to mobilize the labor move- 
ment back of the local unions under 
Are. 

On the other hand, in order to 
get the support of these reaction- 
aries, tie leadership of the local 
unions under flre tends to soften 
its attack against the various 
forces that are out to smash mili- 
tant unionism. They also tend to 
rely loo much on the different poli- 
ticians who are promising them 
aid, and promising to fix things up 
if no noise will be made. 

These "Fix-It" friends are the 
most dangerous enemies of the at- 
tacked locals, that is, Bakers' Local 
177, and Drivers' Local 377. 
C% Wage-Cut Drive 

This third arrest on the charge 
of kidnapping and torture is really 
the result of .trying to "fli things 
up." The new city administration, 
led by Mayor Evans and Police 
Chief Olson, spurred on by the 
Citizens' Association, is out to make 
a name for itself. It also wants to 
divert the minds of the people of 
Youngstown from the city's finan- 
cial condition and its efforts to re- 
duce.the salaries and wages of the 
city employees. At present this 
takes the form of an attack, on the 
trade unions, especially the Drivers 
and Bakers who are most militant, 
and who are the driving force" of 
the fight against wage cuts. 

The trials of the three arrested 
unionists is coming up January 22, 
but it is understood that they will 
merely be given a hearing and 
bound over to the ground Jury. 

Tour correspondent, in digging up 
material on the situation here, in 
talking to various business men 
and city officials, has been met with 
a smirking smile, a wink and the 
comment : "We've got to pin this on 
somebody," because, according to 
them "public opinion demands it." 
The newspapers and all city officials 
take the same attitude. 

Boas Spurns U. S. Mediator 

The Oles' Market, owned by 
George I* Oles, the spearhead of 
the campaign against the unions at 
tnis time, even refuses to meet with 
th« U. S. conciliator sent in by the 
Department of Labor and is still 
carrying on his open-shop campaign. 
The anions are picketing the mar- 
ket, especially the Butchers and 
Bakers, with the support of the 
Drivers who refuse to deliver sup- 
pn*#. 

The Butchers' Union attempted 
to get an injunction against the 
OJtW 1 market to prevent them from 



using scabs or non-union workmen, 
and lo live up to the agreement 
which was t a run until May 1, 
1936. 

Strikes are also going on in the 
Uptown Bakery. 

One of the defendants arrested 
on the fake kidnapping and torture 
charge, Mike Horny ak, was dis- 
charged by the Armour Company, 
whose management openly declared 
In the press that it was because of 
his union activity and the notoriety 
which he received on his arrest. 

The various concerns where offi- 
cials of the different unions are 
employed are Insisting that these 
employees resign from their offices 
in the unions. 

The Bord Company, which has a 
cotnract with the city for sewage 
disposal, is violating its contract 
most flagrantly. The union is try- 
ing to prevent this and a strike 
may result 

Committee Funks on Union 

The committee of prominent citi- 
zens, which local union 377 called 
into being to Investigate the charges 
of racketeering and gansterism lev- 
elled aalnst them, held a secret 
meeting January 21 and advised 
the leaders of the union to postpone 
the Investigation until the trial of 
January 22, or later. It also ad- 
vised against any publicity. Dr. I. 
E. Philo resigned from the commit- 
tee publicly, but appeared at the 
meeting. 

Unionists should look with sus- 
picion on the actions of this inves- 
tigating committee, as the head of 
the Ciitzens' Association, Dr. Wil- 
cox, is a member. 

The Citizens Association, that 
strike-breaking, union-busting body, 
was given headlines and front-page 
publicity for a mass meeting for 
Thursday, Jan. 17, and the chief 
of police and the mayor were 
scheduled to speak. 45 people 
turned out for the meeting! 

The second issue of "The Union 
Guide," organ of Drivers* Local 
377, has appeared and Is being well 
received by the local unions. 
Bakers Union Local 177 and Com- 
mon Laborers' Union Local 125 
have endorsed the paper. 

While the above events are tak- 
ing place, the WPA workers are 
also on the move, and are being 
organized into the Hod Carriers, 
Building and Common Laborers 
Union Local 125. This is a new 
loeal, organized about fix weeks 
ago, and it already has a member- 
ship of 500. They have been recog- 
nized by tue WPA authorities and 
have tie right to have fires at the 
project sites and covers for tracks 
that haul men to and from work. 



Ohio WPA 
Lnion Wins 
Wage Rise 

Rapid Growth, Militancy 

of Union Causes Many 

Concessions 



{Special to New Militant) 

TOLEDO, O., Jan. 21.— A promise 
of a 10 percent wage increase for 
common labor tentatively approved 
by the state WPA administration 
starting February 1, was given by 
William B. Schmuhl, Lucas and 
Wood counties administrator, to 
the executive board of the WPA 
Workers Union, affiliated with the 
Lucas County Unemployed League. 

The promised wage increase was 
secured after six weeks' of an in- 
tensive drive during which hundreds 
-of WPA workers have flocked into 
the union. 

A number of concessions have 
been secured in the way of improve- 
ment of job conditions, including 
the obtaining of shelter-houses on 
open Jobs, fuel for fires, etc. Mean- 
while, the union is redoubling its 
campaign to reduce the number of 
work hours per month from the 
present 132 to 120. The 132 hour 
schedule represents a slight reduc- 
tion of six hours over the one in 
effect up to January 16, a conces- 
sion won In the past week by the 
union. 

Militancy at High Point 

Grievances on the job are mount- 
ing, and the WPA workers here are 
showing a desire for organization 
and a militancy never displayed 
before. Five different crews of 
workers have walked off jobs in a 
body during the past three days 
led by union members, have organ- 
ized in the* union headquarters, 
elected committees, and battled out 
their grievances. Daily the head- 
quarters are Jammed with workers 
who represent entire projects who 
(Continued on Page 3) 



Utilities Brotherhood 
Hits Edison Layoffs 



o 



WPA Teachers 

Form Union 

In Minnesota 



ST. PAUL, Minn., Jan. 18.— The 
Minnesota Emergency Teachers As- 
sociation held its first annual dele- 
gated convention today in the 
Men's Union on the University of 
Minnesota campus. Sixty dele- 
gates, with practically every county 
in the state represented, were in 
attendance. 

The convention adopted a consti- 
tution, declaration of principles, 
elected officers and an executive 
board of fifteen members, and laid 
down a plan of organization for the 
coming year. 

Officers for the coming year are 
W, W. Norrls, Minneapolis, presi- 
dent, and Dorothy Holmes, St. Paul, 
executive secretary. 

The declaration of principles calls 
upon the M.E.T.A. to establish the 
closest relationship with those forces 
in Minnesota which are seeking to 
build a state-wide WPA organiza- 
tion, and to help this new organiza- 
tion into being. (The next state- 
wide conference of WPA, relief 
organizations and trade unions will 
be held in Minneapolis Feb. 8-9.) 

The declaration also binds the 
U.E.T.A. to establish immediately 
fraternal relations with all other 
similar federal teachers' groups in 
other states, in order to work out 
a common program looking towards 
the establishment of a permanent 
tadult education project by the fed- 
eral government. 

Teachers on federal adult, work- 
ers, recreational, nursery, arts and 
crafts, and National Youth Admini- 
stration educational projects are 
eligible for membership in the Min- 
nesota Emergency Teachers Associa- 
tion. 



Lays Power Tie-up to Un- 
dermanned Crews at 
Power Houses 



Charges that the Consolidated 
Gas-Edison system lias dismissed 
300 more employees within the 
last week, and that it is thus ''con- 
tinuing the policy of cutting labor 
forces which was largely respons- 
ible for the power tie-up on Jan. 
15," were made today to Mayor 
LaGuardia by the Brotherhood of 
Utility Employees. 

This information was conveyed 
to the Mayor In a letter signed by 
Martin A. Wersing, president of 
the Brotherhood's New York re- 
gional board. Copies of the letter 
were sent to the several official 
bodies which are investigating last 
week's failure of electricity supply. 

"All evidence in connection with 
the power tie-up serves to confirm 
the opinion I voiced at that time," 
Mr. Wersing's complaint declared, 
". . . that it was due to drastic 
weakening of the system's mainten- 
ance and inspection forces through 
wholesale 'lay-offs.' 

Fired for Organization Work 

"The Consolidated-Edison system 
continues also to discharge work- 
ers with excellent records because 
of their union activities. One case 
in point is that of P. B. Ewing and 
Stephen Solosy, energetic organiz- 
ers for the Brotherhood of Utility 
Employees, who were fired last 
Friday. Ewing is secretary of our 
Equity Local 100, which has juris- 
diction over Manhattan and the 
Bronx. 

"Both men were chemists for the 
Consolidated Gas Company. Solosy 
had been employed there seven 
years, and Ewing five years. Both 
had exemplary records. When they 
were dropped they were told by a 
company-union delegate that Vice- 
President John Stilwell of the 
company had said that under no 
(Continued on Page 2) 



Morgan Coined Gold out of Workers' 
Blood in 1917-18 - with Wilson's Aid 



By ARSE SWABECK 

In the investigations by the Nye 
Senatorial Commission of the part 
played by the House of Morgan in 
the last world war, the fact — pre- 
viously so "well known to Marxists 
— that the real cause of America's 
entrance into the war was furnished 
by the Interests of finance capital, 
has now become clearly established. 
The quest for profits by the great 
financiers determined, in each de- 
cisive instance, the policy of the 
Wilson administration. Their fear 
of the loss of hundreds of millions, 
already invested, together with the 
fear of cutting bff profits and pros- 
perity for American business finally 
decided the issue. 

The voluminous evidence intro- 
duced into the committee hearings 



should remove all doubt of this 
fact even in the minds of the great- 
est sceptics. Viewed in the light 
■of the present Roosevelt neutrality 
policy all this evidence should re- 
ceive added attention. 

On several occasions the Presi- 
dent has chided the Wall Street 
bankers. Two years ago we had the 
Pecora investigations. Today the 
Roosevelt administration sponsors 
the Nye committee hearings. We 
were told that its purpose was to 
"take the profits out of war." 
Object of Investigation 

No doubt this is still accepted 
widely amongst the masses as a 
genuine objective of the investiga- 
tions. To this extent they serve to 
strengthen illusions in regard to 



the "peace" policies pursued by the 
Roosevelt administration. As such 
they are also quite in accord with 
the general methods of the New 
Deal schemes. In a bourgeois demo- 
cracy governmental policy to be 
successful must have popular mass 
support. This is something the 
Roosevelt administration under- 
stands particularly well. Therefore 
the New Deal policy was carried 
on under auch slogans as: increasing 
the purchasing power of the masses; 
safeguarding their collective bar- 
gaining rights their minimum wage, 
limitations on working hours, etc. 
Likewise the war preparations in 
the Rooseveltian system must have 
popular slogans, such as: taking 
(Continued on Pica 4) 



Three Loyal Hungarian Stalinists, in Conflict with 
Bela Kun, Clapped into Jail 

(Copyright, Jan., 1936, by New Militant Publishing Co. Reproduction 
in whole or part without permission from the publishers forbidden.) 

The author of the following letter, former member of the Political 
Bureau of the Communist Party of Jugoslavia, comrade A. Ciliga* 
spent five and a half years in solitary confinement and in Stalinist 
exile. Comrade Dr. Anton Ciliga is at the present time not connected 

with any political organization. 

» * * 

December 9, 1935 

Dear Comrades, 

You have requested me to give yoti IMMEDIATELY, eTen thougfi 
briefly, information on my own case, on the Russian Bolshevik-Leninists 
and on the penitentiaries and exile in general. Bearing in mind that the 
exigencies of the case demand speedy information, I will try to reply as 
hest I can to your request, even though it may be to the detriment pf a 
rounded-out picture. But I hope, in a following letter, to fill in the gaps 
of this communication. 

1. I begin with the fate of tbe- 
group to which I myself belonged. 
In the month of May, 1930, a 
group of Jugoslav communists who 
were in Russia on a mission for the 
Jugoslav Communist party, were 
nrrested at Moscow and at Lenin- 
grad by the G.P.U. The group was 
arrested for connection with tho 
Trotskyist opposition. Three were 
incarcerated in solitary confinement 
in the penitentiaries of Verkhr'- 
Uralsk for three years: 1) Stanka 
Draguitch (Russian surname, J.V. 
Kovalev), former member of the 
C.C. of the Jugoslav p.p., leader of 
cne of the most Important Jugo- 
slav organizations in the city of 
Zagreb; 2) Mustapha Deditch 
(Russian surname. Victor Soiovlev) 
former secretary of the Trade 
Union Committee of the Province 
of Herzegovina, at Mostar; 3) Dr. 
Anton Ciliga, the author of these 
lines, former member of the P.B. of 
the C.P. of Jugoslavia, editor of 
the legal central organ of the 
party, "Borba," at Zagreb, and 
foreign representative of the C.C. of 
the party. 

A comrade, Stephau Haeberlin™ 
(Russian surname, V. Suslov). for- 
] er- member of the party Committee 
of theprdvince Voievodiny (formerly 
South Hungary), at Novi Sad, was 
exiled for three years to the Urals. 
A score of our friends were exiled 
to, and placed under surveillance in 
various corners of European Russia. 

Two Russian comrades, connect- 
ed with us (Victor Zankov and 
Oresfe Glibowsky), were also sent 
to the penitentiary of Verkhni- 
Uralsk on November 7. 1930; we 
were not mentioned in the list of 
prisoners which was published in 
the Bulletin of the Russian Opposi- 
tion No. 19, as the list was drawn 
up in October, 1930. 

Comrade Tarov. who escaped 
from the U.S.S.R. (see his letters 
in the NEW MILITANT of Oct. 19, 
1935), mentions our group, but be- 
cause of the similarity in the names 
of the two countries, he made an 
error regarding our country of ori- 
gin and wrote "three comrades 
from Czechoslovnkia" Instead of 
"three comrades from Jugoslavia." 
Another inaccuracy, concerning my- 
self, slipped into his letter. He 
writes : "One of them, former mem- 
ber of the Executive Committee of 
the Communist International, a de- 
voted partisan of the Fourtt^ Inter- 
national." My position on the 
Fourth International is certainly 
correctly stated, but I was not a 
member of the E.C.C.I. I was a 
member of the party delegation un- 
der the E.C. and I was assigned to 
work in the Balkan Secretariat of 
the E.C.C.I. 

In the summer of 1931. my com- 
rades and I participated in the 
hunger strike which lasted 18 days 
and in which over 150 prisoners 
participated in the penitentiary of 
Verkhni -Uralsk. The hunger strike 
was provoked by rifle fire from the 
guards directed at the prisoners, 
one of whom, Gabo Essayan, who 
was standing peacefully at his win- 
dow, was wounded. The strike also 
had as an objective the improve- 
ment of our famine rations. The 
atmosphere of terror and the fam- 
ine rations drove two prisoners 
(Vera Bergner and Victor Krayny) 
insane. 

At the end of three years of im- 
prisonment, in 1933, ray comrades 
and I demanded of the Soviet au- 



thorities that they allow us to re- 
turn to our homes abroad. We 
fasted a long time (23 days) to 
obtain this demand. The Soviet 
authorities not only refused us per- 
mission to leave, but increased our 
sentence by two years, without 
trial and without new charges, 
(The Soviet laws authorize the 
G.P.U. to renew automatically and 
without trial the periods of impris- 
onment and exile. This law is 
enough to make one's hair stand 
on end, hut It is on this fact that 
the entire history of years of 
political exile in Russia Is based.) 
Following this hunger strike we 
were taken out of the penitentiar- 
ies and were sent into exile in vari 
ous outlying districts. I had to go 
to Eastern Siberia, to the city of 
Yenisseisk ; comrade Deditch to 
Western Siberia, the village of 
Kolpaehevo, department of Narym; 
comrade Draguitch, to Saratov on 
the Volga ; comrade Haeberllng was 
sent frftm city to city until he 
reached the Urals. Comrade Drag- 
uitch escaped and returned to his 
home abroad. In 3934 he was ar- 
rested on the Russo-Polish border 
and locked up in the secret dun- 
geons of the Solovietzki Islands, 
from where, for over a year, no 
further news has come from him : 

Exile Without Trial 

When In 1935 we ended the sec 
ond term of our exile, the G.P.U. 
this time extended our exile for 
three years without trial or new 
Indictment. Thus a foreign-born 
worker or a militant worker who 
comes to Russia no longer has the 
right to leave it, he is changed into 
a species of eternal prisoner if he 
Is dissatisfied with the condition of 
the proletariat and the general sit- 
uation in Russia. 

I personally was finally able to 
escape from Russia after two and 
a half years of desperate struggle 
in which I found myself continu- 
ously between life and death. I 
succeeded because I had a foreign 
passport, because I had a family 
abroad which was able to do, some- 
thing, and because I squarely posed 
the question : release or death. But 
ray comrades have remained in ex- 
ile and in dungeons— only active- 
assistance by the European prole- 
tariat and by the democratic move- 
ment can set them free. 

In the penitentiary of Taroslav 
are three members of the political 
bureau of the. C. P. of Hungary. 
They support the general line of 
the Hungariau C. P. and of the C.I. 
but they are opponents within their 
own party of the Bela Kun group. 
They were Invited to Moscow to 
discuss the controversial Issues in 
the Hungarian party and were ar- 
rested on the spot and imprisoned 
in the' penitentiary of Taroslav. 

Hundreds of foreign comrades 
are officially in exile In the Russian 
provinces and factually fn the 
status of prisoners in Russia, with- 
out the possibility of returning to 
their countries because of . their 
apposition to their party or to the 
0.1. 

■ On my departure, which was a 
deportation from Russia, the G.P.U. - 
men robbed me, seized my scientific 
notes, my manuscripts, and not only 
my private correspondence, both 
Russian and foreign, but also my 
official correspondence with the 
(Continued from Page 3) 
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Fight Police 
In Vermont 
Walkout 

Marble Workers Battle 

jMilitantly After Three 

Month Siege 

By CTBliS BIGBY 

RUTLAND, Vt — New England, 
the traditional home of granite- 
like, rugged America n Individu- 
alism, was Tuesday also the scene 
of oppressed Yankee workers In re- 
volt. For three months the workers 
of tlte Vermont Marble Company, 
of Rutland, have been out on strike. 
Bach week their battle has been 
drawing closer to victory. 

So close -to victory, indeed, bad 
the strikers* battle become that the 
company, and Its vested legal al- 
lies, decided to' act. Picketing had 
been disciplined end constant. On 
Tuesday morning, a gang of scabs 
was engaged in loading marble onto 
D. and H. gondola ears, which were 
hitched to an engine under steam. 
The scabs were protected by a 
squad of D. and H. professional 
gunmen (called railroad police) 
hidden In the cab of the locomotive. 
All morning a line of about 300 
pickets marched back and forth 
along the tracks. 

The Battle 

About noon two scabs, Arthur 
Alwill and Radcliffe Lyons, the for- 
mer a company superintendent, at- 
tempted to leave the marble yard 
in Alwill's car, escorted by armed 
deputies in automobiles following.. 
The scabs' car was stoned and 
Toreed by the pickets to halt. Im- 
mediately the deputies got out and 
ordered the massed workers to dis- 
perse. As soon as they began lay- 
ing hands on the nearest pickets, 
the battle commenced. 

Workers used whatever weapons 
came into ther hands; deputies, re- 
enforced by a torrent of new depu- 
ties that came pouring miraculous- 
ly from the company office nearby, 
used nightsticks and blackjacks. 
One striker, unarmed except for his 
fists, was seen to fail twice under 
blows from a nightstick, only to 
get up again and pursue the fight. 
\Vomen as well as men enaged in 
the bloody fray until the police 
forces began to realize they were 
getting the worst of it. Then the 
desperate guardians of capitalism 
put more modern weapons into ac- 
tion. A tear gas bomb was hurled 
and exploded In the midst of the 
workers. But the retreat, unavoid- 
able in the face of this onslaught, 
was both orderly and dignified. 
Some strikers merely withdrew i 
few yards to await developments. 
Others marched into union head- 
quarters to prepare for a fresh at- 
tack by the law. 

When tlie Smoke Cleared 

When casualties were counted 
It was found that tie working class 
batting average was remarkably 
high: 12 deputy sheriffs were sent 
to the hospital against 5 of the 
militant strikers: It was impossible 
to count those on both sides with 
more minor injuries, but those sent 
to the hospital were all in serious 
condition. Buaines of arresting 
strike leaders was begun as soon as 
Sheriff Schoenfeld's bomb had pre- 
pared the way for the State's At- 
torney's dramatic entrance on the 
set. Some of the ten strikers arrest- 
ed were unable to walk ; one was 
still unconscious and bleeding as he 
was carried forcibly off to jail. 
In spite of their notorious Ver- 
mont smugness, the "disinterested" 
citizens of Rutland are more sym- 
pathetic witb the strike than it 
would seem from capitalist press 
accounts. Reporters for the Rutland 
Daily Herald, for example, have 
attempted to stir up chauvenistlc 
feeling against Polish workers in- 
volved in the strike — while at the 
same time they have been compelled 
to make public the arrest of two 
selectmen, Dwyer and Thomas, over- 
seers of the poor, on charges of 
having failed to provide clothing 
to eltfldren of striking marble work- 
ers. Farmers and Rutland towns- 
people who work, as well as the 
smaller merchants, are generally on 
the side of the strikers. Larger 
business men, Kotarlans and news- 
pnppr owners are fiuhthifr for the 
capitalists. 

Students Support Strike 

At various times Rin L -e itie Mril;e 
bcgnii intellectuals living in Vermont 
ami neijth boring states have come 
out in complete accord with the 
strike. Student* of nearby llavth- 
month College have ;tiven their 
support by a benefit performance of 
-Waiting For Lefty." 

It wins to be a finish struggle 
and the workers ace decidedly stain- 
ins srnnnd. lieimrf.; that Gov. 
Olmrles II. Smith is to send in 
National (iitiirdfinieii from Moiit- 
polier wore both denied and re- 
affirmed in Rutland on Thursday. 
Meanwhile the strikers were again 
assembling their picket lines. 

BEAD THE NEW MILITANT 



Developments in the Needle Trades; 
A Program for the Progressives 
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By A. J. MUSTE 

Developments are taking place In 
the needle trades unions which are 
in themselves Important and are 
also In considerable measure typical 
of what is taking place or will in 
industry generally. 

>When we seek to understand 
trends in the union movement, we 
have first of all to examine in- 
dustrial conditions and In particular 
the developments in the industry in 
which a given union operates. 
What, then, is taking place in tbe 
garment industry today? For rea- 
sons which space does not permit 
us to go into, but among which the 
National Recovery Act was not tbe 
only or even the most important 
one, the garment industry experfenc 
ed a decided upturn in 19334. 
Cut-throat competition had in the 
closing days of the Hoover era re- 
sulted in such chaos that even the 
employers, at least important sec- 
tions of them, were prepared to 
accept government "regulation" and 
to deal with unions in return for 
an opportunity to put prices up and 
maintain them at some level. Some- 
thing like "prosperity" obtained for 
a couple of years. 

The Changing Situation 

Gradually, however^ tbe scene has 
been shifting. In the general econ- 
omy of the country the basis for 
genuine and lasting prosperity has 
not been laid. There is a huge army 
of unemployed. The wage level 
remains far below that of 1929. 
The market remains a restricted 
one for every industry. The upturn 
which has occurred, however, causes 
employers to be Impatient of the 
slight restraints to which they were 
subjected in the early days of the 
Hoosevelt administration. The N.R. 
A. Is declared unconstitutional. 
Kren In the garment Industry where 
the nightmare of 1930-2 is not yet 
entirely forgotten and N.R.A. con- 
ditions are in considerable measure 
"voluntarily" maintained, competi- 
tion becomes e^r more severe. 

The urge to break all bonds- 
move "out of town" In order to 
escape union wage rates, the policy 
of playing otT an unlimited number 
of shoe-string contractors against 
each other, etc. — becomes ever 
stronger. For the most part it does 
not yet take the form of direct and 
open cutting of wage rates or of a 
tight against the unions, but of re- 
sistance against any further con- 
cessions as to wages, hours and con- 
ditions and a steady pressure on 
union representatives In the shops 
to relax standards while formally 
tbe contract is maintained. The 
time when the employers will re t - 
sort to the more extreme methods 
is probably not far distant, however. 

Union Gains 

The unions in the garment in- 
dustry made huge gains in 1983-4. 
They were instrumental in lowering 
hours and raising wages from the 
depression level. The Internal con- 
troversies which had rent the unions 
subsided, as they have a habit of 
doing in a period of growth and 
success. Even the Old Guard and 
the top bureaucracy were able to 
put up a plausible appearance of 
efficiency and progressivism. were 
they not making demands on the 
employers and getting results? Wit- 
ness, In another industry, John L. 
Lewis even before he openly launch- 
ed his crusade for industrial union- 
ism. (We are not speaking of the 
essential role played by Hill man, 
Dubinsky, et. al. under the New 
Deal on which tbe New Militant 
lias frequently Stated its position). 

There was an immense amount 
of organizing, administrative and 
educational work to be done and the 
officials turned to young workers, 
and intellectuals, Socialist party 
members, Lovestonites in tbe needle 
trades, etc. to assist ; and the fact 
that these more politicalieed work- 
ers could give militant talks to the 
workers and a militant collaboration 
to the union was an additional re- 
commendation in the eyes of the 
officials. We were supposed to be 
having a "revolution*' tinder Roose- 
velt in 1933. On their "art militants 
ami progressives who did not hold 
a cli-ar-cnt and complete Marxist 
position {in more than name) found 
if fairly easy to keep their con- 
sciences quiet while not different- 
iating themselves from the top 
bureunevats. There were workers 
lo be enrolled, strikes to he organ- 
ized, (iiie could ngllate for a labor 
l^'i'ty. Discission over deeper im- 
;>'iiiitl'it!.s of union policy would 
Vine to wait. Figures such as 
Zimiucrii'aii nf Local 2U, I.I..G.W.U. 
iiiid others !es>; prominent, became 
i lie administration in some of the 
local unions. 

Test Yet to Come 

VW have pointed out that in the 
garment industry this Is a transition 
•erini). The real test of the unions 
in the industry, and of the various 
elements in tbe unions lias there- 
fore not yet come. It will, when 
the employers go still further wi'th 
abrogating tbe contract in fact even 



if not in name, end presently de- 
mand substantial "concessions" in 
the contract itself and seek to wipe 
out the unions It they offer real 
opposition. Such a testing period 
these unions passed through after 
the war and post-war expansion, 
with what disastrous results for tbe 
workers is too well known, in such 
a period a well-organized progressive 
or left wing with a nucleus of re- 
volutionary Marxists under the 
guidance and discipline of a revo- 
lutionary party, is needed. 

Such a progresive movement does 
not exist in the needle trades today. 
We are as a matter of fact witness- 
ing the disintegration of the old 
left wing forces and only the early 
beginnings of a new genuine left 
wing adapted to the needs of the 
coming period. Tbe Stalinists and 
those under their influence are no 
longer a left wing force, but rather 
an extremely conservative one. In 
not a few instances In the needle 
trades unions they ally themselves 
openly with the S.P. old guardists 
or even more reactionary elements. 
It is not necessary to dwell on the 
details. The dissipation of the left 
movement fn the unions as a result 
of the insane policies 'pursued by 
the Stalinists over a period of years 
is, however, a factor that cannot be 
too strongly emphasized. The fact 
that-lt is possible for the Stalinists 
still to masquerade as "the real 
revolutionists" makes the situation 
more difficult. They will not fully 
expose themselves until the crisis 
in the industry and the unions is 
much further advanced than It Is 
today. 

A Hot House Plant 

The same holds true of the Love- 
sloneites. for example. The so- 
called progressive movement under 
their leadership by no means con- 
stitutes a dependable left wing 
fighting force. It is a hot-house 
plant fostered by the union admin- 
istration. It is not a rank and file 
movement born out of and hardened 
by tbe struggle over issues. For 
the present the Lovestoneitc union 
officials can still obscure and evade 
the issues. But when the conditions 
in tfie trade worsen and employers 
demand real and open concessions 
from the unions, and the Hillmans 
and Dubinskys are prepared as ever 
to help the employers "save the 
industry," then they will be unable 
to equivocate successfully, to work 
hand in glove with the top bureau- 
crats and at the same time pose 
as "progressives" and "Bolsheviks." 
And when we observe that already 
Loveatoneite officials such as Zim- 
merman find it necessary to go out 
of their way to seek to combat the 
still weak forces of the Workers 
Party in the needle trades, we get 
an inkling of the course they will 
then take. 

The fact that this is such a tran- 
sition period as we have .sketched 
accounts for the utterly confused 
picture presented by the various 
"groups" and "clubs" in the needle 
trades unions and the maneuvers 
in which they are engaging. It 



largely accounts also for the extent 
to which the members In these 
unions are Impressed by the Stalinist 
proposals for unifying groups, even 
though this often takes the form of 
unification with out-and-out right 
wing machine "clubs" and even on 
occasion the proposal that "there 
ought to be no groups In the union 
at all" which In practice always 
means that there be no organized 
force opposed to the union "mach- 
ine!" The members sense that 
something Is wrong ; they feel vague- 
ly that danger threatens. But the 
Issues are not yet sharply defined. 
It must be. they feel, that there are 
"too many groups*' ; let us have 
"unity." 

No one can lay down a set of 
simple rules which can be applied 
in every specific case in this con- 
fused situation. THere are, how- 
ever, a few guiding ideas for the 
activity of the genuine progressives 
in this period. 

Guiding Ideas for Progressives 

1. It must be frankly recognized 
that this is a transition period. 
Confusion, inability to make rapid 
headway, and so on, must not in- 
duce discouragement or impatience. 

2. The desire of the workers for 
unity cannot of course be met with 
a negative, head-on attack. Pro- 
gressives themselves must, however, 
not fall into the notion that the real 
left wing is going to be built by an 
attempt to fuse heterogeneous ele- 
ments on any or no program. So 
far as possible they must wean the 
workers away from illusions and 
sentimentality about "unity in the 
abstract. 

3. As a general thing unity with 
Stalinist "rank and file" groups is 
not a progressive step. What is pro- 
gressive is to expose the role the 
Stalinists are playing — their cap- 
itulation to the S.P, old guard, the 
union right wingers, their reaction- 
ary proposals of "no groups in the 
union", etc. United action for spe- 
cific ends to test out the genuineness 
of unity proposals may be resorted 
to. If in a given local union merger 
with such a group is the only way 
to break up the old situation and 
toward developing a genuine left 
wing, prognressives must take the 
step in awareness of its meaning, 
must not regard merger as the end, 
as good in itself, and they must so 
far as possible disabuse the member- 
ship of illusions. 

4. Finally, a genuine left-progress- 
ive movement is built upon issues. 
The issues will emerge ever more 
sharply. Then the various tend- 
encies and elements in the unions 
will appear in their true colon*. 
Since a new left wing must be built 
on the basis of a program, those 
advanced workers who constitute 
the nucleus of tiat left-wing must 
already begin to differentiate them- 
selves in the eyes of the members 
from others, to become the exponents 
of Issues as they arise, to show 
themselves as militant and respons- 
ible leaders In the shops, so that as 
the conflict deepens the members 
may know to whom to turn. 



"Soviet Russia and Ethiopia the Goats" 



Behind the Scenes 



By JAMES EVANS 

"Soviet Russia and Ethiopia would 
be the goats." 

Rodney Dutcher, Washington NBA 
correspondent, thus predicts the 
results that would accompany the 
possible dissolution of the League 
of Nations In his column for Jan- 
uary 8. As the crisis of internation- 
al capitalism becomes more acute, 
it is certain that neither a weak 
feudal nor a highly developed work- 
ers' republic would be spared from 
aggression. When thieves face 
desperate extremities, they take 
desperate measures. Can any in- 
formed observer deny that the per* 
ticular type of thieves' honor, ex- 
emplified by the League of Nations, 
is crumbling along with the hold 
that the thieves have on the world? 
Dutcher says ratlher truthfully for 
nn employee of the capitalist j, ,re as : 
Behind the Scenes 

"Statesmen are constantly tempted 
by the ides of agreements which 
would preserve peace ft western 
Europe and focalize war by giving 
Germany a free hand to attack 
Russia while tossmg Ethiopia to the 
Fascist wolf. » * 'There are Power- 
ful elements both in England and 
France which hold that destruction 
of the Soviet government would be 
a fine thing for tbe world.. The 
only question among diplomats here 
is how influential those elements 
have been and may be expected to 
be in the backrooms of internation- 
al politics. 

"An alternative plan calls for an 
'iron ring' around Germany, which 
would require appeasment of Mus- 
solini and co-operation from Italy. 
The appeasment presumably would 
cover a benevolent Anglo-French 
attitude toward Italian designs on 
Austria. 

"That alternative may yet be 
chosen.. The British »nd French 
may have had it In mind when they 
tried to serve up Ethiopia on a 
platter to Mussolini.. But recent 
conversations between the French 
and the Germans have strengthened 
a suspicion that all, bands were at 
least flirting with the idea that a 
confinement of HiUer aggression to 
Russia would le the best way out 
of it all. 

"But it can be said aatooritative- 
ly that Berlin Is eager far an under- 
standing with London, and that 
Moscow, forever worrying over the 
Possibility ot attack from Germany 
and Japan at the same time. Is 
jittery." 

These statements are plain and 
apparent to any revolutionist. Be- 
neath all tlie pompous ceremonies 
of the League sessions, and the 
hypocritical oratory about sanctions, 
still other sessions are being held — 
gatherings at which tbe Soviet Union 
is discussed but to which it is not 
invited. And in those sessions,, the 
siik-hat bandits drop the idealistic 
pose of the forum. They become 
business men discussing a big deal: 
the dismemberment of the Socialist 
commonwealth and the accompany- 
ing destruction of socialist tend- 
encies throughout the world. 



Loaded Dice 

Moreover, the Soviet Union Is 
placed in the melancholy position of 
being a window'dresaini; for the 
contemplated attack upon its very 
life. Its entrance into the League 
gave Uiat body an unwarranted 
prestige in the eyes of millions of 
workers. Voluntarily, Litvinoff 
agreed to play a game with loaded 
dice — for all the high-flown talk 
about "taking advantage of the 
imperialist contradictions." The 
Soviet government has relied upon 
the personal integrity of sleek di- 
plomats instead of the revolutionary 
defense of the workers. It has 
depended upon Laval, Benes, and 
Baldwin to protect it against attack 
from the predatory system which 
these gentlemen uphold. 

Certainly, anyone can see that the 
French "Popular Front" amounts 
only to gradual emasculation of the 
revolutionary movement in that 
powerful Imperialist country. With 
the Popular Front staving off the 
inevitable reckoning through the 
shameful truce entered into by 
Thorez and Blum, Laval is free to 
negotiate with Hitler at one door 
and Mussolini at the other. 
Laval Bides His Time 

When this is accomplished, the 
French Fascists will make their bid 
for power, while Monsieur Laval 
lights his cigar with the Franco-So- 
viet pact. A concentrated attack 
upon tbe Soviet Union, fierce sup- 
pression of all working-class move- 
ments, will be ■the tragic results of 
the Soviet foreign policy. The 
"democratic nations" eulogized at tbe 
Seventh Congress of the Comintern 
will there relieve themselves of the 
painful incubus of democracy. Sol- 
diers who might have been influenc- 
ed for the proletarian revolution, 
had not the Comintern abandoned 
its propaganda in the armies, will 
march from their barracks to kill 
the toilers both of their own nation- 
alities and of the Soviet Union. 
Moreover, the Soviet Union has 
largely forfeited tiie confidence of 
the colonial peoples by continuing 
to seli oil to Fascist Italy. 

The hour of decision lias come 
for the international working class! 
There lie potent within modern 
society the factors for the realiza- 
tion of Fascism and the factors for 
the establishment of Communism. 
These are mutually antagonistic 
issues, not to be solved by support 
of international capitalist alliances 
and vague "united fronts" with 
prosperous gentlemen who say every- 
thing and mean nothing. This Is 
the hour for social revolution ! 

For, as this paper has repeatedly 
emphasized, the central issue is not 
Fascism versus Democracy. It is 
Fascism versus Communism. The 
workers can win only under the 
leadership of a party which marches 
unflaggingly to the historic goal of 
the workers. ITie order of the day 
is not the building of reformist 
"Labor parties" which further con- 
ftjse the masses. The order of the 
day is the building of the revolution- 
ary party. But the time is short! 



PAUL LUTTINGER, MJO, 
IMMEL LUTTINGEB, MJ>. 

5 Washington Square Swtfa 

1 -2 and 6-8 Except Sundays 
and Holidays. 



n 



OPES FORUM 

Given by the Lum*>n Club 

"The Role of Intellectuals in the 

Labor Movement 1 ' 

Speaker: MARTIN GLEE 

Sunday, Jan. 26, 8:30 P.M. 

28 E. 14th Street, 4th floor 

Admission Free 

SUBSCRIBE TO NEW MILITANT 



Union Hits 
Dismissals 



(Continued from Page 1) 

circumstances would they ever be 
taken back. 

"Ewing and Solosy attracted un- 
favorable attention in company 
circles because of their work as 
editors of one of our publications, 
Tbe Gas Man; and because in No- 
vember, 1934, they were appointed 
to investigate tbe conduct of the 
company union's general council in 
behalf of the workers in the com- 
pany's chemical department. Fol- 
lowing that investigation they re- 
ported that tbe company union evi- 
dently had been formed to make 
the employees believe they had col- 
lective bargaining when this was 
not true." 

Accompanying Mr. Wersing's let- 
ter was a copy of an affidavit by 
Charles Smith, a former operative 
for the Railway Audit and Inspec- 
tion Company, a detective agency, 
attesting that he was assigned to 
shadow Solosy while the latter was 
employed in. the chemical depart- 
ment of the Astoria Light, Heat, 
and Power Company, an affiliate of 
(lie CoiiKolidaled fins Co. Docu- 
mentary evidence aNo was avail- 
able, the Mayor was told, to show 
Ihal lowing was shadowed by an- 
other operative from the same 
iiijency. 

•'In the latter part of l!)3o more 
'ban 1,500 workers wore dropped 
by the Consolidated-Edison system,'' 
Mr. Wersing's letter charged. 
"These additional 300 lay-offs com- 
ing on top of last week's break- 
down are clearly indicative of tbe 
system's attitude of contemptuous 
indifference to the public safety. 
This action is in effect a re-state- 
ment of the ssytem's implied con- 
tention that it alone rules the light 
and power industry in tlreater New 
York, and it shows anew that the 
Consolidated"- Edison alliance is con- 
cerned not with supplying adequate 
.service to consumers, but in reaping 
as large a profit as the traffic will 
bear." 

Copies of the Brotherhood's com- 



OhioWPA 

Wins Rise 



(Continued from Page 1) 

have walked off their jobs and corns 
directly in a body to the headquar- 
ters to be organized. 

Reports of sentiments in the local 
Workers Alliance, which has con- 
sistently refused to cooperate with 
the union and Unemployed League 
in the WPA fight, due to the dis- 
ruptive and slanderous tactics of 
the C. P. members who have in- 
vaded it, indicate that the rank 
and file is beginning to demand 
joint action with the union and 
the leagues. 

The union is putting out a week- 
ly paper on the jobs, the "WPA 
Union News," which has met with 
a tremendous response. Special 
weerfly leaders' classes on unem- 
ployment and labor problems are 
being held by the union at the 
Toledo Workers School. 

Likelihood of State WPA Strike 
. All indications point to a tre- 
mendously rapid growth of tbe 
union, wifb a corresponding growth 
of the Unemployed Leagues. The 
anion has achieved genuine stabili- 
ty and tbe ideological character of 
tlie membership is surprisingly ad- 
vanced for such a large mass or- 
gaiiizaiion. The tactic of organiz- 
ing the WPA workers into a sepa- 
r.it:- oraanixationnl form to deal 
with their particular problems, 
while linked organizationally with 
the general unemployed movement, 
iipjiears to be a successful one, 
from the results obtained here. 

There is a great likelihood that 
the growing sentiment for joint 
action with the Unemployed 



Leagues now manifesting itself in 
the Workers Alliance will shortly 
I>ave the way for a state-wide unit- 
ed front between the two organiza- 
tions and the Ohio Building Trades 
Councils in a state- wide WPA 
strike. 
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plaint went to Nile F. Mnltbie, 
chairman, Public Service Commis- 
sion ; Maurice P. Davidson, Com- 
missioner of Water Supply, Gas, 
and Electricity; John H. Deiancy, 
chairman. Board of Transporation; 
John J. McElIigott, Fire Commis- 
sioner; Dr. John L. Rice, Health 
Commissioner ; and Mrs, Elinore 
M. Herrick, regional chairman. 
National Labor Relations Board. 
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LECTURE AND DANCE 
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retary S.Y.L., on '"Tlie Life and Work of Karl Lieb- 
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9:30 P.M. — Dancing, refreshments. Good band. 

SATURDAY EVENING, JANUARY 25, 1936 

320 East 1-tth Street, N. Y. C. Hat check 25c 

Auspices: Spartacus Youth League, N. Y. District 



Starvation, Graft, and 

Corruption Rif« 

In State 

(Special to the New Militant) 
By JAMES EVANS 

DALLAS, Texas— The Texas re- 
lief authorities are attempting to 
appease the hordes of unemployed 
with a few meager victuals before 
desperation flares Into rebellion. 
Adam 8- Johnson, the Southern 
aristocrat who directs relief activi- 
ties in this state, has announced 
that surplus vegetables still In the 
local comissaries would be distribu- 
ted to the unemployed who have 
been dropped from the rolls. Lest 
Colonel Johnson appear to be a 
post-Christmas Santa Cbtua, It 
should be remembered that some- 
thing has to be done with the sur- 
plus beans now that direct relief 
Is being suspended. This form of 
dole will help to perpetuate the 
Illusions of a beneficent govern- 
ment among the workers, causing 
them to think that tbe Lord Roose- 
velt will continue to scatter some 
manna their way. 

Pruning the Relief Rolls 

Meanwhile, the relief rolls are 
being pruned feverishly to eliminate 
every individual worker who cannot 
comply with the Intricate rulings of 
those who fatten on poverty. The 
state commission has Instructed its 
army of local flunkies to submit a 
list of their clients with the reasons 
for retaining them on relief. Every 
client, certified since November 1st 
is being dropped from the WPA 
regardless of his personal circum- 
stances. I know one young teacher, 
employed on an adult education 
project, who is entirely typical of 
those receiving the axe without 
even the formality of advance no- 
tice. This particular client has a 
pregnant wife, a child, bis father, 
and bis mother to support. 

The ease workers, who has thus 
turned five people into tbe bread- 
line, is a woman who has never 
touched a broom nor picked a row 
of cotton In, her life, when she was 
appointed to this position two years 
ago, she boasted to relief clients 
that she was very glad to have this 
employment. "I have had nothing 
to do bat ride around and spend 
money," she said. 

Fmring the Buck 

Wben a project worker protests 
over his dismissal, the buck is passed 
from one official to the oflier. Each 
plush-chair grafter politely contra- 
dicts tbe other until finally the 
worker abandons his appeal oat of 
rage or sheer disgust. For as long 
as workers can be fooled into believ- 
ing that individual officials are 
their friends, they will not resort to 
mass pressure and defeat these 
courteous purveyors of starvation. 

The destitute members of the 
middle class are not required to Bit 
with those In overalls while wait- 
ing their turn to beg for jobs. Bat 
this partiality ends at the office 
doors. Competent professionals, in 
dire need, are beng denied employ- 
ment on the cultural projects merely 
because they have attained some 
professional standing — although 
they have simultaneously lost their 
incomes. On one writers' project, 
there is not a single bona-ftde writer 
employed, while the supervisor is a 
very reactionary school teacher. In 
fact, there a*e probably not a dozen 
qualified writers In tbe state who 
are working on any of these "liter- 
ary" projects. 

From Red River to Rio Grande 

Meanwhile, the old line labor 
leaders are attempting quickly to 
muffle the widespread strike senti- 
ment. Any day may witness a 
spontaneous walkout of project 
workers, badly organized and led 
by men who lack strike experience. 
But, nevertheless, the WPA strike 
remains the order of the day In 
Texas, a strike which must be called 
and won through immediate co- 
ordination of all unemployed work- 
ers and progressive trade unionists. 
The only hope for the workers of 
Texas is a solid strike front from 
tbe Red River to the Rio Grande! 



WAR AND THE WORKERS 

By JOHN WEST 

A forty-eight Page pamphlet for the price of 10c; in lots of 
ten ©r more 7c. 

Here is an excellent pamphlet explaining in a popular style tbe 
causes of imperialist wars in the present epoch, the roie of pacifism 
and social reformism. It gives tbe Marxian answer to many ques- 
tions that have arisen out of the present war developments, sanc- 
tions, the League of Nations, etc. 
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WORKERS 

Protect Yourselves Against the 
Hazards of Life. Join the 

WORKMEN'S SICK & DEATH 

BENEFIT FUND OF THE U.S. 

1884-1935 

Organized, managed by and for 
workers with only one purpose: 
to render protection to members 
and their families, and to sup- 
port al] endeavors and struggles 
for the improvement of toilers. 

About 50,000 members organ- 
ised in 350 branches. Reserves 
«,400,QOO. 

Death benefit graded accord- 
ing to age at entry. Sick benefit 
payments from $225 to $900— to 
men and women, according to 
clawes. 

Monthly assessments from 45c 
to $2.10. 

V\>r further Information apply 
to Main Office: 
714 Senem Ami, Brooklyn, N. S. 
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Jugoslav Communist Bares Stalin's Anti-Bolshevik Terror 



(Continued from Page I) 

consulate on the subject ot my pass- 
port, without giving me any kind 
of document to confirm the confis- 
cation of this material. 

\iThe Concentration 
Camps 

2. On the concentration camps. 

The new and most frightful 
scourge for those who are persecuted 
politically in Russia is the concen- 
tration camp. There are many eon 
centration camps In Russia, in 
every region and of varying impor- 
tance. The new Pharaohs (jailers 
— Ed.) in these places "educate" 
hundreds of thousands of workers 
and peasants and tens of thousands 
of criminals, receiving in exchange 
gratuitous labor. The peasant wo- 
men and female criminals who are 
among them are sentenced to 
"serve" the men and are placed in 
the condition of practically forced 
prostitution. 

The political prisoners are sent, 
to my knowledge, into four camps: 
Ukht-Pecherski (Zyryan), Marinski 
(Central Siberia), Karagandinskl 
(coal mines of Kaznkstan) and the 
Solovietzki Islands. In the month 
of December 1934, a new hunger 
strike broke out in the penitentiary 
of Verkhni-Uralsk. The prisoners 
demanded that an end he made of 
these "additional" sentences of im- 
prisonment, and the Immediate re- 
lease of men arbitrarily held in 
this way (that is to say, two-thirds 
of the prisoners). The hunger strike 
was stopped on the thirteenth day 
by the dispersal of the comrades to 
various penitentiaries, concentra- 
tion camps, and by forced feeding. 
Nearly 30 comrades were then sent 
to the concentration camps: moat 
of them, headed by the strike com- 
mittee (Theodor Dingelstedt, Jo- 
seph Krashin, Sasha Slitinski) were 
sent to the Solovietzki Islands. 
Some of them. Lado Yenoukidze, 
nephew of the famous ex-secretary 
of the C.E.C., M. Bielov, G. Boiko, 
etc., to the Ukht-Pecherski camp. 
In the summer of 193."), almost the 
whole Bolshevik-Leninist colony of 
Central Asia (Samarkand, Chem. 
kent, Alma-Ata, Akmolinsk. Aktou- 
binsk, Pavlodar, etc.) w ere in the 
major part sent to the concentra- 
tion camps for a nve-year period. 
Aside from the Bolshevik -Leninists, 
a considerable section of anarchists, 
some Zfonists, and a few Social 
Revolutionaries and social demo- 
crats are to be found in the concen- 
tration camps. The political pris- 
oners, are subject to the regular 
camp regime, they mult live and 
work with the criminals. The crim- 
inals are incited against the "polit- 
icals." Tens of comrades have en- 
dured long hunger strikes, demand- 
ing the substitution of the peniten- 
tiary for the concentration camp 
[Vladimir Smlrnov, Jr. and S. Slip- 



ski, both of the "Democratic Cen- 
tralism" group (the Sapronovlsts) , 
did a 35-day hunger strike for this 
modest deniand]. Several dozen 
others have conducted hunger 
strikes for establishing a regime 
for political prisoners in the camps. 
In the struggle for this demand 
fatal accidents occurred in the 
Marinski camp (among the anar- 
chists), A group of prisoners in 
the Solovkl and certain individuals 
in the Ukht-Pecherski and Marin- 
ski camps have succeeded In ob- 
taining a partial regime for polit- 
ical prisoners, but a large majority 
of the prisoners, principally in the 
Marinski and Karagandiski camps, 
are under the regular regime. In 
the Marinski camp, during summer. 
a group of prisoners (among them 
the anarchist Sandemisky) was 
forced to walk, or rather to run, to 
their jobs in the fields, which were 
at a distance of ten kilometers from 
their quarters, where they worked 
until late Into the night. 

Upon expiration of his sentence 
in the summer of 1935, Dingelstedt 
was removed from the Solovki and 
exiled to Alma-Ata, S. Kraskin to 
Turukhansk. It is necessary at all 
costs to secure the liberation of po- 
litical prisoners from the concen- 
tration camps and to put a stop to 
the practice of sending them there. 

Life in the Peniten- 
tiaries 

3. Some remarks on the peniten- 
tiaries and exile. 

In the solitary confinement cells 
of the penitentiary ot Verkhni- 
Uralsk is to be found at the present 
time the principal part of the Zino- 
vievists (Zinoviev, Kamenev. Kuk- 
line, Zaltitski and also Smilga}, 
also the well-known leaders ot the 
Workers' Opposition, Shliapnlkov 
(ill and deaf), and Medvedyev, the 
leader of Ihe "Democratic Central 
ism" group, who directed Ihe insur- 
rection of October 1917 at Moscow, 
former secretary of the C.E.C. at 
the time of Leniu, the old worker- 
Bolshevik Timophee Sapronov (he 
is seriously ill and unless the Eu- 
ropean proletariat releases him 
from the penitentiary he will not 
survive his live-year term). 

The Zlnovievists behave generally 
in a capitulatory fashion but in 
varying degrees and ways. Zino- 
viev is busy principally with ques- 
tions of Fascism (he brought a load 
of books on Fascism) and with the 
history of the Russian situation. 
Kamenev Is 98.5 percent in agree- 
ment with the general line. Some 
think that everything is over and 
that it will be necessary to begin 
all over again. Kamenev has re- 
ceived as the outcome of a new 
trial a sentence which runs to ten 
years. The second trial was based 
on the charges of a plot against 
"himself" (that is to say, Stalin). 
The principal hero of the accusa- 
tion was Kamenev's own brother, 



Who Are the Exiled Revolutionists 
In Jails and Concentration Camps? 



IN HIS letter, Dr. Anton Clliga mentions by name 
.scores of men and women jailed and exiled and 
tortured by Stalin and his henchmen. Many of those 
mentioned by comrade Ciliga have been languishing 
in Stalinist dungeons for years: thus among the 
prisoners mentioned by him are to be found many ot 
those listed in the Bulletin of the Itussian Opposition 
(No. 19, March 1930) among the Bolshevik-Leninists 
are: Dorochenko, Victor Krayny (driven to insanity;, 
Longer, Papenneister Pavel, S. Slitinski and others ; 
among the "Democratic Centralists" are: Davidov, 
Essayan, Smlrnov and others. These men have been 
incarcerated since 1929-1930, that is, for over six 
years. 

Stalin persecutes not only his political opponents 
but their next of kin. Comrade Ciliga's references 
to wives, sisters, children, etc. of the prisoners de- 
note this clearly enough. The persecution of Trot- 
sky's son is not an exception but the rule. 

Here are the records of a few of Stalin's victims: 
L. B. KAMENEV: One of the closest collaborators 
of Lenin. Member ot the party since 1901. First 
arrested in a student demonstration in 1902. Worked 
in the Moscow Bolshevik organization. Participated 
in the Third and the London Congresses of the party 
During the 1805 revolution worked in Petrograd up 
to 1908 when he was again arrested. After arrest he 
escaped abroad and collaborated closely with Lenin 
and Zinoviev. In 1913 he was ordered by the C.E.C. 
to Petrograd. Arrested in 1914 and exiled to Siberia. 
Member of tbe C.E.C ; Chairman of the All-Russian 
C.E.C.; Chairman of the Moscow Soviet (1918-1926). 
etc., etc. 

G. ZINOVIEV: One of the closest collaborators of 
Lenin. Member of the. party since 1901. Organized 
a Bolshevik group in Berne. In 1905 eame to Petro- 
grad where he worked in the Bolshevik faction 
Participated in the London Party Congress where «(.■ 
was ejected member of the C.E.C. on which he re 
malned until Stalin came along. Arrested iu 1908; 
after his arrest went abroad to collaborate most 
closely with Lenin (Zimmerwald; Kienthal). Re- 
turned to Russia in April, 1917 together with Lenin ; 
after the July days went into hiding. Chairman of 
the Petersburg Soviet; Chairman of the Executive 
Committee Communist international, etc. 

THEODOR S. OINGLESTEDT: Member of the 
Bolshevik parly since 1910; member of the Petrograd 
Committee of the party during the February period 
of the Itussian Revolution; active participant iu the 
October Revolution. From 1923 one of the leaders 



of the Left Opposition in Leningrad. Arrested at the 
end" of 1927. 

MODSSIA MAGID: Member of the Bolshevik 
party since 1917. When Denikin's hoards raged over 
the Uksaine she worked in the Bolshevik underground 
movement. Jailed for supporting tne Left Opposition. 

S. P. MEDVEDIEV: Metal worker. Member of 
the party since 1901 (Iskrrovltz) ; Bolshevik since 
1S03. Served several sentences in jail and exile under 
the Czar. Participant of the October Revolution. 
Member of All-Russian C.E.C. since October, 1917 ; 
in 1920 Chairman of the All-Russian Trade Union of 
Metal Workers. Supporter of the "Workers' Opposi- 
tion." 

L T. SMILGA: Peasant by birth; member of the 
Bolshevik party since 1907 ; twice in exile under the 
Czar; elected member of the C.E.C. in 1917; active 
participant in the civil war ; member of the Revolu- 
tionary War Soviet; member of the Supreme Econo- 
mic Council in 1921, etc., Jailed by Stalin in 1927. 

V. M. SMIRNOV: Old Bolshevik; after February 
Revolution worked in Moscow as one of the editors 
of the Bolshevik paper there ; active participant in 
the October Revolution ; member of the Revolution- 
ary Military Committee of the Moscow Soviet in 
October ; participated in the street battles in Moscow ; 
served in the civil war as member of the Revolu- 
tionary War Committee; in active service with the 
army that fought the Czechoslovak divisions and 
Kolchak, etc. Under Stalin's lock and key since 1927. 

SHLVAPNIKOV: Communist; during the imper- 
ialist war worked in Petersburg and abroad under 
the direction of the C.E.C. establishing contacts for 
the center. People's Commissar of Labor after the 
October Revolution. Leader of the so-called "Work- 
ers' Opposition." 

VOYA VUXOVICH: Erstwhile Secretary of the 
Young Communist International. Exiled for his sup- 
port of the Zinoviev group. 

Then there are countless others, not named by 
Dr. Ciliga, languishing in Stalin's Thermidorlan 
jails. Among them, for example, is Victor Serge, 
writer and historian of the Russian Revolution, 
exiled not for his activities, but merely for his sym- 
pathies with Trotsky and the Bolshevik -Leninists. 

Assassination and physical extermination; Blum- 
kin, murdered in cold blood by the G.P.U. ; Butnv, 
driven by the (J.P.TJ. torture to "suicide": Kote 
Ziiigadie, denied medical attention, exiled to unbear- 
able climate, died. 



the painter Rosenfeld. There were 36 
Indicted, a mixed and very suspi- 
cious collection. The result was 
two executions (a member of the 
G.P.U. , whose name I do not recall 
exactly, either Chervlakov or Cber- 
nodskl, and the second, a member 
of the Kremlin Guard). The rest 
were condemned to 5 to 10 years, 
half were transported to Verkhnl- 
Uralsk (most of them courtiers of 
the Kremlin). Kamenev denied 
categorically that he knew anything 
about this affair and insisted that 
he saw the principal accused indi- 
viduals for the first time in his 
life during the trial. His brother 
announced during the trial that 
thanks to his last minute arrest, 



the "catastrophe" was barely 

averted. This famous brother was 
Kent to another place. He is not 
to be found at VerMini- Uralsk. For 
his categorical refusal to know 
anything about this affair, Kamen- 
ev received not only an increase of 
about ten years, but was sent to a 
common cell (No. 57, third tier, 
north aisle of the penitentiary, 
with 12 men in a large cell). I 
may also mention the S. R., Volk- 
stein who was scientific collabora- 
tor at the Military Academy. She 
spent five years in the secret part 
ot the penitentiary of Yaroslav he- 
fore coming to Verkhni-Uralsk'. 
There she partly lost her power of 
speech. In the penitentiary of Ver- 



khni-Uralsk are also to be found 
twenty men of the Right Opposi- 
tion (Slepkov, Astrov, etc. Riutin 
ivns there before, I do not know if 
he still is). Finally, some anar- 
chists (Barmaeh), S.R.'s, Zionists, 
social democrats, and 40 to 50 Bol- 
shevik-Leninists. 

Who People the 
Solitaries? 

In all, s,ome 200 prisoners. In 
the penitentiaries of Chelabinsk, 
Yaroslav and Sousdal are to be 
found other groups of political 
prisoners of all currents. At Sous- 
dal the second leader of the "Dem- 
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ocratic Centralists," V. M. Smirnov, 
is to be found. He served his Ave 
years at Sousdal in 1935; he was 
at liberty lor half a month at Oula- 
la (Oirat Tour) and at the present 
time he has been imprisoned for 
another five year term at Sousdal. 
Voya Voyovitch, former secretary 
of the Y.C.I., is also to be found 
there. His wife, Budzinskaia, is 
at Verkhni-Uralsk (with the sister 
of Unsehlieht). Taking advantage 
of the change that has taken place 
in the prisoner personnel, the ad- 
ministration has again worsened 
the legal conditions and the rations 
of the prisoners. Famine rations 
have again been introduced, partic- 
ularly in the penitentiaries of Yaro- 
slav and of Verkhni-Uralsk. With 
the decrease in construction during 
the second Five Year Plan, unem- 
ployment has become a daily phe- 
nomenon in exile. At Yentsscisk, 
where I spent iny last year, half 
of the exiles literally starved to 
death. The children of a new ar- 
rival to the concentration camp, M. 
Belov, became ill because of malnu- 
trition and died of hunger before 
the eyes of all. The same news 
arrives from Mlnussinsk, in Central 
Asia, from the Narym Province of 
Archangel. At Mlnussinsk, there 
are, at the present time, Kossior, 
Moussia Mag id, Dorochenko. Ya- 
koubson, the social democrat, etc. 
At Yenisseisk : Papermeister Pavel, 
Balmonchov, Grail, Doubenbaum, 
Kolomenko ; the Viennese Y. L,apg> 
gr (he is system Stloally deprived 
of work); the S.R.'s, Teodor Isaie- 
vitch Tsederbanm, Marc I.evine, 
Eva V. Losman, tbe left S.R.'s, the 
brother and sister Ijoulssin, the 
Zionists, Bernstein and Kogan ; the 
sister of Medvedyev and a large 
number of Leningra (lists. 

In the spring of 1935, Siberia 
was filled up with Leningrad ists. 
They were transported there in en- 
tire trainloads, whole families with 
children, wives, parents, etc. Many 
of them have been sent into places 
which are all the way north: Oh- 
dorsk, Doudinno, Vorilsk, Turak- 
hausk, Verkhneinrsk. Several tens 
of thousands of comrades were ex- 
iled from Leningrad. A group of 
women, the sister of Zinoviev, the 
widow of Chatskl (who was shot), 
the sister of Knklin, etc., are to be 
found In exile at Vorogod (between 
Yenisseisk and Turakhnnsk). The 
situation of the major p:trt of the 
Lenlngradists Is tragic. The Zino- 
vievist functionaries haven't a very 
noble bearing, and deport them- 
selves without dignity. The work- 
ers' section keeps its mouth closed, 
makes no requests, tells no lies to 
the G.P.U., doesn't fall on its knees 
■ten times a day in order to be par- 
doned. 

At Yenisseisk a group of Opposi- 
tionists was arrested during the 
summer (the Democratic Central- 
ists Davidov and Boiko, the Bol- 
shevik-Leninist Maksimov) and two 
groups of Zinovlevists. The Oppo- 
sitionists are accused of having en- 



deavored to "sway" the Zinoviev- 
ists In the course of the affair it 
was shown that the G.P.U. per- 
suaded and tried to force the Zlno- 
vievists to bear witness that the 
"oppositionists" had "swayed" 
them. The Zlnovievists sent a gen- 
eral statement about this affair to 
the prosecuting attorney of the U.S. 
s r it was also discovered that 
the 'local G.P.U. was acting in a 
provocative way on instructions 
from Moscow. At present the whole 
group has been in prison for three 
months, the hearing is over and a 
decision is awaited from Moscow. 

Help the Exiles! 

To compel Moscow to provide 
work for the exiles, to eliminate 
the famine rations in the peniten- 
tiaries, to release political prison- 
ers from the concentration camps, 
to release from exile and from 
dungeons and to allow the Jugo- 
slav comrades Deditch, Dragnitch 
and Haeberling to return abroad— 
these tasks leave me no peace, I 
think of them day and night And 
I am ready to do everything in my 
power to relieve the fate of the 
hundreds of comrades with whom 
I spent five and a half years in 
prison and exile and with whose 
terrible situation I am so well and 
so directly acquainted. I think 
something can be achieved by the 
pressure of the European workers 
and of the democratic movement. 

4. On political life in the soli- 



taries, penitentiaries and In exile. 

There remains too little time to 
enable me to describe this aspect 
of the situation us it warrants. It 
will be necessary to do it separate- 
ly and a little later, in a week or 
two. I may say, in a few words, 
that at Verkhni-Uralsk the political 
life was very intense, a host of 
articles used to appear on all ques- 
tions of social life in the U.S.S.R. 
and also on the principal question 
of international politics during the 
period 1930-33: Fascism, Germany 
A series of papers appeared (writ- 
ten by hand), issued by all the 
groups, sub-groups and currents. 
Great discussions were held. In 
1931-32, the Bolshevik - Leninist 
group underwent splits and lived 
in organizational chaos. In 1933- 
34 a rapproachement in opinions 
was reached anew and a single 
B.-L. collective was set up with a 
single paper. Several (about ten) 
Bolshevik-Leninists went over to 
the Democratic Centralists. Con- 
flicts and splits also took place 
among the Democratic Centralists 
and among the partisans of Myas- 
nlkov, but in 1933-34 there was 
also a rapprochement and a "feder- 
ation of left communists" was cre- 
ated. The views of the Bolshevik- 
Leninists in the penitentiaries were 
oriented In the same direction as 
those of the Opposition abroad and 
of comrade L. D. Trotsky. 

With Iraternal greetings, 

A. CILIGA. 



By A. J. 

OSLO, Norway. — On December 8 
to 10, the annual conference of the 
"Scandinavian Internationale" met 
In Helsingsfors, Finland. This out- 
fit originated as an alliance of the 
Swedish, Danish and Finnish social 
democracies. But, for more than 
a year, the Norwegian Labor party 
has also been participating in it. 

The extremely reactionary char- 
acter of this "Internationale" was 
especially emphasized this year by 
the fact that the conference was 
welcomed not only by the Finnish 
social democracy, but also by the 
official host, the Finnish govern- 
ment. The latter invited their 
"colleagues, the messrs ministers of 
state," to dinner and placed the 
national broadcasting system at 
their disposal. 

Glance Into Finland's History 

In order to make clear to the 
reader the full significance of this 
behavior on the part of the Scan- 
dinavian social democrats, it is 
necessary to disgress for a moment 
into the post-war history of Fin- 
land. 

During the war, the Social Dem- 
ocratic party of Finland grew into 
the strongest party in the country. 
It captured an absolufe majority in 
the national elections of 1916. 
Thereupon parliament was not con- 
voked. The February revolution in 
Russia unleashed also the revolu- 
tionary energies of the Finnish pro- 
letariat. But the "great" social 
democracy proved to be a Centrist 
conglomeration, unequal to the 
tasks before it. 
Social Democracy Misses, Chance 

This party completely missed the 
most favorable moment for insur- 
rection in November, 1917, immedi- 
ately following the' victorious up- 
rising in Petrograd. it thus per- 
mitted the Finnish bourgeoisie to 
•rganlze the counter-revolution 
■with the aid of the Russian general 
Mannerheim and the troops of the 
Hohenzo Herns. Only after a long 
period of vacillation, and amidst 
•pen sabotage from its Right wing, 
the social democracy also prepared 
-for a struggle. . In Southern Fin- 
land the uprising took place de- 
'■plte, rather than because of the 
Sedlal Democratic party, which 
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still trusted in its strong position 
in parliament 

The governmental activity of the 
Finnish social democrats consisted 
of a type of passivity and indolence 
which is unparallelled in history. 
While the counter-revolution armed 
and organized itself openly and en- 
tirely unhampered, within the very 
boundaries of the "Red" South, no 
one even thonght of taking up the 
offensive against the White North. 
In this manner the victory of the 
Finnish White troops, and of their 
allies: the Romanoffs and the Hoh- 
enzollerns, was guaranteed in ad- 
vance. 

The White Terror 

The White Terror of the victors 
ranks high at the top of the list 
in the history of counter-revolutions 
throughout the ages. Take into 
consideration the numerically weak 
population of Finland — 3,402,000 — 
and you will grasp the full weight 
of the following figures: Toward 
the end of the civil war, 90,000 
workers were incarcerated In the 
concentration camps and jails; 
16,000 workers were executed out- 
right. In the course of four months 
75,200 sentences were meted o_ut by 
the Special Tribunals. The prison- 
ers, women and children among 
them, were subjected to the most 
hair-raising atrocities by the White 
Finnish bands and by the White 
Russian and German mercenaries. 

90,000 workers in the jails! At 
that, the statistics for ail of Fin- 
land, taking in the whole year 
1917, show- a figure of altogether 
S3.000 industrial workers. In 1919 
and 1920 the Finnish government 
had to resort to broad amnesty mea- 
sures for no other reason save that 
otherwise the Finnish capitalists 
could find no labor power on the 
market! And yet, the wounds in. 
flicted during the Finnish civil war 
have endured till this very day. 
Year after year finds the govern- 
ment exerting the sharpest form of 
repression against the. labor move- 
ment—dissolution of organizations, 
arrests, workhouse sentences, etc. 
The statistics for the year 1932, 
show that 350 revolutionary work- 
ers were convicted to 800 years* 
imprisonment in that period alone. 
In many cases, the penalty for par- 



ticipation In the revolutionary 
movement amounted to as much as 
fifteen years imprisonment 
Stool-Pigeon Activity 

The "legal" social democracy in 
this country Is like a dog with his 
tail between his legs. Somewhat 
In the same position as the Hunga- 
rian social democracy, which also 
. . . "enjoys" Horthy's legality. And 
it behaves accordingly, it de- 
nounces Its own radical members 
to the police and takes care to see 
that they are "brought to justice." 
It- helps the government disband 
the trades unions whenever the lat- 
ter are in the hands of a revolu- 
tionary majority and organizes 
new, yellow unions. In the winter 
of 1933 this party sunk so low as 
to propose in parliament that the 
Fascist defense organizations — 
which did the hangman's bloody 
work for the counter-revolution of 
1918 — be incorporated as a reserve 
array in the military apparatus. 

After all this, it is clear enough 
that the Finnish social democrats 
did not invite the social democratic 
representatives of the neighboring 
countries as a demonstration 
against the Finnish government, 
but on the contrary, as A service to 
It. The Finnish bourgeoisie is well 
aware of the dangers attendant on 
a" new world war, insofar as it is 
concerned. For a long time it 
flirted with the German -Polish anti- 
Soviet alliance. Of late, It is more 
attracted by the neutral Scandina- 
vian position. Alliance with the 
rest of the Scandinavian countries 
(and with England) appears to be 
a way out for the difficult position 
of its Foreign Office. That is why 
the reactionary Finnish government 
took into its own bosom the inter- 
national carnival rigged up by ils 
social democratic errand boy. 

Eulogy for Butchws 

As is usual on such occasions, 
there is a great deal of speech- 
making. The perorations of Swed- 
ish Prime Minister Per Albin Han- 
son and his Danish col'eague 
Staunlng about the attributes of 
the peaceful government form of 
democracy were remarkable enough 
as they resounded over the net- 



works in this Finland of the Lappo* 
terror. But Norwegian "Labor 
Premier" Nygaardsvold's address 
was even more remarkable, for he 
showed the awkward zeal of the 
parvenue. His speech grew into a 
veritable eulogy of the Finnish na- 
tionalists. He even went so far as 
to give vent to his sympathetic un- 
derstanding ror the suppression of 
the Swedish-speaking minority in 
Finland. 

Among other things, he said; "I 
understand the Finnish people from 
the viewpoint, that every people 
can only become great and strong 
when and if it builds on its own 
foundations and upoa its own free 
culture." 

The "Arbeiterbladef" of Oslo 
defends these noteworthy senti- 
ments with the even more remark- 
able contention that they contain 
an "old socialist truism, which, no 
socialist can contradict." If the 
noble Nygaardsvold had expressed 
these views at the time of Finland's 
oppression under Czarism, they 
might not have been an "old social- 
ist truism" but at any rate, a petty 
bourgeois viewpoint of relatively 
progressive character. But the edi- 
torial writers of the NAP. over- 
look the fact that what may have 
been relatively progressive in 1816 
is ultra -reactionary in 1936. 

The Finnish bourgeoisie has the 
years 1918 behind it. That year 
transformed it into an extremely 
counter-revolutionary factor. Aside 
from that, the N.A.P. politicians, 
so belatedly solicitous about the 
national renaissance of Finland,, 
have simply forgotten that the Fin- 
nish bourgeoisie has ceased to he 
an oppressed, and has become an 
oppressing bourgeoisie. It indulges 
fn this oppression — like the Czech 
bourgeoisie — out of vengeance for 
the centuries of its own suffering — 
with particular intensity. More- 
over, Finland cannot beeome "great 
and strong" any more "on its own 
foundations." Finnish nationalism 



can only lead tbe Finnish people 
Into the abyss. Only tne Finnish 
proletariat, by its revolution, can 
create a vigorous life for the Fin- 
nish people — within the borders of 
a Soviet Europe. 



The policy of the London Buro 
and of the S.A.P. in their approach 
to the N.A.P. has not been able to 
prevent the latter from becoming 
one of the most degenerate reform- 
ist parties in the Scandlnavias— 
serving as it does, the Interests of 
the most extreme Finnish nation- 
alism. It must be clear to every- 
one by now, that collaboration with 
reformist leaders who take the road 
to a nationalist, "Autarchy" policy 
in their own country, can only 
mean participation in their trea- 
chery. In the Scandlnavias, also, 
the recuperation of the labor move- 
ment leads toward the building of 
sections of the Fourth Interna- 
tional. 



•Lappo is the terrorist organiza- 
tion of the Finnish Fascists, given 
a free hand by the "democratic" 
government. 
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1. The N.A.P. and the S.A.P. In- 
ternational. 

The Plenum of the National Com- 
mittee of the Norwegian Labor 
Party (N.A.P.) was held in Oslo 
Nov. 16-18. At this session a com- 
munication from the Internationa) 
Buro for Revolutionary Socialist 
Unity (formerly known as the LA. 
G. or the London- Amsterdam Buro) 
came up for discussion, among 
other things. The communication 
requests the N.A.P. for Informa- 
tion whether the N.A.P. shall con- 
tinue to be regaided as a member 
of this buro or not. (This, it ap- 
pears, fs the mapner in whfch this 
buro handles questions of interna- 
tional policy.) -The N.A.P., which 
has not up to the present been 
disturbed by the Buro in its evolu- 
tion toward the Scandinavian type 
of purely reformist parties, Anally 
felt the time had come to give up 
this somewhat compromising rela- 
tionship. 

In doing so, the N.A.P. showed 
that they, at any rate, take their 
reformist principles much more 
seriously than this famous Buro 
takes its revolutionary shingle. The 
National Committee adopted the 
following resolution on this ques- 
tion (Arheiterbladet. Nov. 18, 
1935) : 

"When the Norwegian Labor 
party began its collaboration with 
the independent labor parti™, it 
did so with the object of advancing 
the unification of the international 
lahor movement into a single In- 
ternational. The party has repeat- 
edly declared that this is the pre- 
requisite for its participation in 
the Collaboration Committee which 
has been sot up. Of late, this Col- 
laboration Committee lias developed 
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more and more Into an independent 
political organism with a program 
and directives all its own. Some 
of the parties represented in this 
Committee are working also for 
the formation of a Fourth Interna- 
tional. 

"Under these circumstances, the 
National Committee of the Norwe- 
gian Labor party Is of the opinion 
that the prerequisites for the par- 
ticipation of the party in this form 
of International collaboration no 
longer exist. The party will never- 
theless continue to work with all 
Its might for an international uni- 
fication." 

2. "Mot Dag* (Norway) and the 
Sanctions Question. 

The "Mot Dag" organization is 
affiliated to the London Buro (S.A. 
P. Buro) as a sympathizing organ- 
ization. Its representative, Orsing, 
attended Its Paris conference this 
year as well as its London sessions. 
This organization Is also, as a mat- 
ter of fact, represented in the Sec- 
retariat of the Stockholm Youth 
Buro. In association with this out- 
fit, the S.A.P. decided to expel the 
representative of the International 
Communist T«ague from the Stock- 
holm Youth Buro. In the Nov. 9 
Issue of their paper, these allies of 
the S.A.P. take a position on the 
sanctions question. One quotation 
suffices in order to prove that the 
views of this organization are in 
no respect different from the social- 
patriotism of the Second mid Third 
Internationals : 

"Some revolutionary groups at- 
tack the sanctions policy because 
they believe that it will lead to 
war with Italy and to collabora- 
tion with the bourgeois- radical 
parties (the reference is to France 
— Tr.). This position causes these 
groups to adopt the same point of 
view as the Fascists, ajiain^t their 
own will, and to commit the same 
mistakes as the Comintern did in 
Its worst ultra-left period." ... In 
a certain phase of this development 
the League of Nations can become 
an instrument in, the Interests of 
the working class and of peace." 

It is interesting to note, also, 
that today this group Is trying to 
join the N.A.P., declaring' that it 
is in no case a political group with 
a distinct platform, but a "Trade 
Union of intellectuals" (sic). It is 
obvious: opportunism knows n« 
limits. . . . 
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The War Policy of U.S- Imperialism 

NEUTRALITY LAWS AND WAR 

Pacifism versus Revolutionary Policy 



The "Aggressor" and Status Quo 
This type of neutrality legislation 
is the most openly of all an integral 
part of a war program. Since the 
question of who is the "aggressor" 
Is purely Juridical and moral in 
character — all capitalist nations be- 
ing equally involved In tile interna- 
tion] system which inevitably 
breeds ware— such a doctrine Is 



By JOHN WEST 

A striking indication or the depth 
of the war crisis Is the fact that, 
during these first weeks of the 
present session of Congress, the 
hearings and debate over "neutral- 
ity legislation" have received more 
newspaper space and headlines than 
any other Congressional news — more 
even than the potently vote-eorall- 
ing Bonus. Senator Nye is becoming 
a name for housewives and ward- 
heelers to conjure with. Every day 
brings a juicy scandal from the files 
of the State Department or Morgan 
& Co. Carter Glass plays his favor- 
ite role of ancient Roman Senator 
denouncing the desecrators of 'he 
temple, and defends the honor of his 
war-time leader — who was besides, 
sir, a Southern gentleman — against 
Nye's Infamous accusations. The 
resigning monarch of the House of 
Morgan smokes his big pipe, smiles 
jovially at reporters, and poses with 
his frquisitors for the cameramen. 

"Neutrality" Is hardly a new 
problem. Particularly in the United 
States have the conceptions of 
"neutrality," "neutrality i«>licy" and 
"neutrality rights" had a long and 
checkered career. Around these 
conceptions have revolved the lend- 
ing ideas of American foreign policy 
as a whole. They deserve careful 
analysis. 

"Neutrality" Part of War Policy 

The first and essential pre-requl- 
site lo an understanding of the con- 
cept of '"neutrality" and any specific 
neutrality proposals or legislation is 
to realize thnt such a concept or 
such proposals and legislation are 
a fundamental part of the war policy 
of the United States (or of any 
other capitalist state which makes 
use of them.) This basic fact is 
no doubt obscured by the attitude 
toward neutrality and neutrality 
legislation taken h.v Roosevelt. Nye, 
the liberals, the Nation, the New 
Republic, the Daily Worker, the New 
Leader, and the Socialist Call. But 
it none the less remains n fact for 
all that ; and it t-onld not be other- 
wise. 

The business of the state is to 
serve the interests of capital. These 
Interests, from time to time, reach 
a point of such tremendous conflict 
that a temporary solution can be 
reached only through war. Modern 
war is a gigantic and involved 
undertaking, tind must be system- 
atically prepared for over a long 
period of years. The most obvious 
part of the preparation is the build- 
ing of armament.!-. But there is more 
to it than this. Speeches, laws, 
and declarations about neutrality 
are one vastly Important part of the 
preparation. 

How else could they be under- 
stood? Undoubtedly, on any ac- 
count, they have something to do 
with the problem of war. But, we 
are told, they are efforts to maintain 
and secure peace — not at all part of 
the preparation for war. This, 
however, could lie true only if peace 
were possible under capitalism. We 
know that It is not. We know that 
capitalism leads inevitably to war. 
We know that the program of every 
capitalist state Is necessarily a war 
program. For the capitalist state 
to abandon a war program would 
be simply for if abdicate, since only 
through war can It endure. Con- 
sequently, neutrality measures can 
be understood only as part of the 
war program of the capitalist state. 

Who Believes Neutrality Means 
Peace? 

Who is it that doubts this? Who 
believes that neutrality measures 
are part of n peace program? It is 
not Roosevelt. On Friday in his 
annual message he states that 
adequate neutrality legislation is 
the major task of the present 
session. On Monday he follows with 
his annual budget providing an in- 
crease of $200 millions in the ap- 
propriation of the regular budget 
for military preparation — -with no 
telling how much more will flow 
from relief funds. As Roosevelt 
knows, these are simply two sides 
of the same program. There is no 
contradiction whatever between 
them. It is not Hearst. He is a 
major champion of neutrality (in 
the form of "isolation.") And he 
also, quite naturally, is a major 
champion of bi,« navies — in order, as 
he explains, to defend neutrality. 
It is not ihe American Liberty 
League, which, with all its howling 
for economy, never says n word 
about military expenditure and 
thorougly concurs in the plan to 
have a "strong" neutrality program. 
It is not General Smedley Butler. 
In his speech to the American Lea- 
gue at Cleveland he showed the 
delegates clearly enough — if they 
had wanted to listen — how neutral 
Ity and a modern mechanized army 
and navy tro hand in hand together. 
It is not Morgan. He and the Nye 
Committee collaborate harmoniously 
In the mutual effort to work out a 
satisfactory neutrality program for 



this country. 

The New York Times, authentic 
voice of finance-capital, sums the 
matter up succinctly, Jan. 16th, in 
an article by Harold B. Hinton: 
Neutrality, in tbe last analysis, 
must always present itself to this 
country as a problem in trade re- 
lations." Nor is the problem pelu- 
liarly Ameriian. Augur, the brilliant 
director of the Times" foreign serv- 
ice, somewhat grimly applies the 
lesson to England : "Britain will arm 
to the teeth not for war but for the 
defense of peace." 

These are serious men, who know 
what they are talking about. 

Chloroform (or the Masses 

No, It is not these who doubt that 
the neutrality policy of a capitalist 
state is part of its war program, 
who delude themselves with the 
myth that it is a "means for ensuring 
peace." It is, unfortunately, the 
masses— too trusting and too des- 
perately eager to grasp at any straw 
labeled "peace". — who cherish such 
illusions. And the masses do so, 
above all, because they are deceived 
and confused by the horde of false 
"friends of peace" Whose efforts 
spread the lies and distortions. 
From within and outside the work- 
ing class, the pacifists and social- 
patriots carry forward betrayal. 
It is they who advise the masses: 
Support strong neutrality legisla- 
tion, and strike a blow for peace. 
Which, translated, means: Support 
the war program of the imperialist 
state, and prepare for sacrifice in 
the coming war. 

The neutrality proposals prom in - 
out at present can be divided into 
Ihree major types: 

"Freedom of the Seas" 



( t ) The traditional neutrality 
policy of the United States since 
its foundation has been the doctrine 
(if "the freedom of the seas." The 
iheory o£ this doctrine is that the 
IT. S. wants peace ; it wishes to 
avoid all "foreign entanglements" ; 
it demands only that its nationals 
shall be left free to carry on trade 
over the high seas with any custom- 
ers they may choose. 

A year ago Secretary of State 
Hull made statements in part ap- 
parently abandoning this traditional 
doctrine. And there is no doubt 
that the publicity given its con- 
sequences in 1914-17 has made it 
fall into a certain public disfavor. 
Nevertheless it remains o a corner- 
stone of U. S. policy. The Admini- 
stration Neutrality Bill, when in- 
troduced, contained it in a modified 
form in the clause permitting, (i.e., 
demanding) "normal trade" with 
belligerents in all but actual war 
munitions. Great leeway is allowed 
for the definition of "normal trade," 
and no provision is made to shut 
off Indirect shipment to belligerents 
through neutrals. It should also 
be remembered that increased trade 
with future belligerents begins in 
advance of actual hostilities, during 
the period of the rapid accumulation 
of war reserves — so that almost any 
amount of trade could in fact be 
defined as "normal." Even this, 
however, was not enough. Under the 
pressure of Borah and other "tra- 
ditional" Senators, an amending 
clause has been inserted to guaran- 
tee continued full upholding of the 
freedom of the seas doctrine. 

Profits, Trade and War 

This doctrine is consistent and 
realistic. It is entirely false to 
believe that American capitalists 
want war. Like other capitalists, 
hey want profits. They strongly 
prefer to gain profits peacefully, 
by "trade." They know that war is 
an expensive, haaa rdous undertak- 
ing, and besides they have moral 
scruples against it. So tbey ask, in 
iill sincerity, only to carry on their 
trade in peace. Those nations can 
do the fighting, and the U. S. cap- 
italists will stick to their profits. 
The comparative geographical iso- 
lation of the 11. S. and its immense 
material re;toun:es give a semblance 
of plausibility to this idea, since 
the II. S. Is not so immediately in- 
volved In international political 
disputes as are European nations. 

But — such are the perversities of 
capitalist society — the laudable aim 
of the U. S. capitalists runs into a 
jam. Other nations, struggling for 
their political lives, cannot permit 
"freedom of the seas" without de- 
stroying themselves. They must 
have the "freedom," so far as pos- 
sible, apply only to themselves, and 
not to their enemies. Nations fight 
wars in order to win them. Thus 
the warring nations are forced to 



infringe the — entirely "reasonable" 
— rights of the honest neutral Uncle 
Sam, who asks only peace and free- 
dom. This is naturally a severe 
moral — and, incidentally, financial 
— -shock to U. S. capitalists. They 
can put up with it for a time, and 
to a certain point. But, after all, 
the honor of a great nation, and the 
profits and potential profits of its 
capitalists, can endure only so much. 
After all. economics is not every- 
thing. When honor is at stake, more 
vnlgar considerations must go by 
the board. 

So, with infinite regret, and a 
call on all classes for truly patriotic 
sacrifice, the war to defend the 
rights of the neutral and peace- 
loving United States is declared. 

The Doctrine of "Isolation'' 

(2) The second neutrality policy 
now current, which has also a long 
history, Is the program of 'isola- 
tion." This 's a favorite of liberals, 
the avowed theory of Senator Nye. 
and, in a somewhat different form, 
of 'Hearst. This doctrine says that 
"freedom of the seas" must be 
abandoned, since it got us into the 
last war and would get us into the 
nest. The U. S. will have to isolate 
itself rigidly from any war situa- 
tion, will have to remain in strict 
financial and economic quarantine, 
sacrificing the "war profits." 

The neutrality bills now before 
Congress are on the whole a hybrid 
of this second type and the first. 

The doctrine (ff "isolation" is a 
vicious and fatal myth. In terms 
of historical actuality, isolation for 
the U.S. is simply a direct impossi- 
ility. What could it possibly mean? 
Even if— which is also impossible — 
foreign commerce to warring nations 
could be cut off entirely, it is neces- 
sary to remember that U.S. econo- 
mic enterprise is not at all confined 
at any fime to the geographical 
boundaries, of the nation. American 
capital owns or Is invested in in- 
dustries of all kinds throughout the 
wo rid— automobile and airplane 
plants, oil wells and refineries, 
transportation and communication 
systems, mines, plantations, public 
utilities, railroads, to mention only 
a few. What would happen to these 
under the rule of "isolation"? 
Would U.S. capitalists sit back 
quietly and allow the warring na- 
tions to take them over? Would 
such industries also (and how?) he 
"forbidden" to trade with the bel- 
ligerents? 

Life-BIoofl of Imperialism 

But what an absurdity to suppose 
that even commerce could be shut 
down. In an imperialist nation, 
foreign investment and trade (how- 
ever small a percentage of total 
turnover they may represent) are 
essential to the functioning of cap- 
italist economy. Without it, imper- 
ialism collapses. No class can allow 
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the system which supports its so- 
cial position to collapse without a 
.struggle. Uncontrollable forces 
would wedge through any conceiv- 
able isolationist scheme. Anyone 
who doubts this need only glance 
o ,r er recent monthly foreign trade 
reports during tie period of opera- 
tion of the temporary isolationist 
neutrality legislation adopted last 
summer. 

What then is the function of iso- 
lationist neutrality propaganda? 
It too has a basic part to play in 
the war program of U.S. Imperial- 
ism. The U.S. does not need to 
enter the coming war at the outset. 
The probable strategy wll be to 
wait until the opponents are to some 
extent exhausted, and then to step 
in holding the decisive position 
(though a "preventive" war against 
Japan is not excluded). 
Consequently, the rulers of the U.S. 
can afford the luxury of a more in- 
direct long term preparation for the 
war than is possible to the hard- 
pressed European nations. Prepar- 
ation for war means not merely 
building armaments, collecting re- 
serves of material, and organizing 
industry. It also means, especially 
in the present era, the psycholog- 
ical and moral preparation of the 
masses for war. The masses must 
be led to see the war as "just" To 
accomplish this, they must be sys- 
tematically deceived as to the true 
nature and cause of war. In such 
deception in this country, the doc- 
trine of isolation plays a great part, 
creating the grossest pacifist illu- 
sions. By its falsification of the real 
position of the U.S., it hinders the 
development of the genuine fight 
against war, and directs the energy 
of those seeking peace into the 
harmless chase after a will-o'-the- 
wisp. 

(3) The third current doctrine 
of neutrality is the American coun- 
terpart of the theory of "sanc- 
tions". Secretary Hull has flirted 
with this from time to time, but its 
foremost supporter in this country 
is the Communist party together 
with the organizations under its in- 
fluence. This is the doctrine of Lit- 
vinov, applied by the C.I. sections 
within capitalist nations in the 
same way that Litvinov applies it 
as spokesman for the Sovet State. 
The basic pre-requisifes of neu- 
trality legislation according to this 
theory, as given by the Daily 
Worker, Jan. 2, are: "(1) Recogni- 
tion of world collective action to 
maintain peace; (2) branding of an 
aggressor; (3) lifting of arms em- 
bargo against the victim of aggres- 
sion, tightening it against an AG- 
GRESSOR; (4) arms embargoes to 
be extended not only to financial 
aid to an aggressor, but to include 
the MOST VITAL war materials ot 
today — oil, cotton, copper, iron, and 
such other raw materials in which 
American supplies are decisive." 
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irerely *a formulation of one pos- 
sible way in which nations to whom 
on the whole, maintenance of the 
status quo is desirable, can plan to 
secure such maintenance. This ap- 
plies above all to the Stalinist bur- 
eaucracy. The status quo is also, 
on the whole, desired by British 
and French imperialism, but they 
And acceptance of the extreme 
theory of sanctions too risky. They 
advocate it therefore in a diluted 
form. 

The U.S. also wants for the time 
being, the status quo. But the U.S. 
does not so imperiously need to 
take dangerous steps to gain this 
end, nor does the. U.S. isolationist 
tradition make a "sanctions' 1 doc- 
trine easy to come out with openly. 
However, even the present proposed 
neutrality legislation, nominally ap- 
plying equally to all belligerents, 
contains something of the "sane 
tions against an aggressor"idea : in 
effect it works out to aid one or the 
other side, just as "freedon. of the 
seas" in the last war acted in part 
as sanctions against Germany. 
Later on the need of U.S. imperi- 
ialism to smooth the way for the 
declaration of war may require 
more openly sanctionist legislation 
or declarations. Roosevelt's annual 
message, with its attack on auto- 
cratic war-making dictatorships 
foreshadowed such a possibility, 
which would make it easy for a 
moral mobilization of the nation in 
a war against the "aggressor", 



against fascism, tyranny and mil- 
itarism. 

• * * 
An examination in the concrete 
of proposed forms of neutrality leg. 
Islution only serves to establish 
more unquestionably what is clear 
enough in general to begin with : 
Neutrality legislation of any sort 
whatever on the part of a capitalist 
state is and can he nothing else 
than one aspect of its war program. 
Different types of neutrality legisla- 
tion are only different theories of 
what best serves the long-run In- 
terests of the basic war program, 

Wliat, then, are we to conclude? 
We can and must conclude that 
advocacy and support of neutrality 
legislation is necessarily advocacy 
and support of the war program of 
the imperialist state. Such advo- 
cacy and support within the work- 
ing class, therefore, is a form of be- 
trayal on the question of war. It 
must be exposed, fought against, 
and eliminated. 

There Is only one struggle agains 
war: the revolutionary struggle 
against the system that breeds war, 
the struggle for world socialism. 
Let us put an end to the deadly 
myth that the war makers — the 
capitalist states — are going to he 
the ones to do away with that 
through which alone they endure. 
The struggle against war is nothing 
other than the class struggle for 
workers' power. 



THE Scottsboro cases are in court again. 
At »o time since their original trial has the mass movement 
of protest on behalf of the nine Innocent boys been at a lower eb*. 
At no time has the need for such a movement been greater, as th* 
energetic attempts of trial Judge Callahan to rusJh the first ease 
through to a conviction indicates. 

To frustrate and expose these efforts of the prosecution and *• 
back up the legal defense, a broad campaign of counter-pressure Is 
imperatively necessary. 

The new "Scottsboro Defense Committee" has called a meeting i» 
New York City for January 26. This w»ll be held, however, alter th» 
trial is »vSer! 

During the month preceding the trial, when such protests ar# 
most effective, the I.L.D. did not call a single mass meeting or dem- 
onstration In New York City specifically in support of the boys. Th* 
only such meeting held was that of January 8, called by the New Tort 
branch of the Non-Partisan Labor Defense. Conditions in the rest of 
the country appear to be the same. 

The Committee has just published a pamphlet, "The Seottsboi* 
Case." This pamphlet asks readers to send the Committee money. 
Money for defense is a good thing. Why not also ask readers to send 
a letter of protest to Gov. Bibb Graves of Alabama or to Lt-Gov. Toa 
Knight, the vindictive prosecutor? Why not ask readers to get their 
organizations to adopt resolutions? Why not call for mass meetings 
and demonstrations throughout the country? 

The pamphlet contains a four-page chronological outline of the 
formal developments in the case and 19 pages or Judge J. E. Horton's 
decision, when he set aside the second conviction of Patterson on tht 
grounds that it was contrary to the evidence. The introduction to this 
material, signed by the Committee, states : 

•'In our judgment no one who reads Judge Horton's temperate and 
fair statement of the evidence can fail to conclude that the Scottsboro 
boys are wholly innocent of the charge of rape." 

Let us not recall that when Horton issued his decision in June, 
1333 the I.L.D. stated that his motive was to make it easier to kill the 
boys. Let us not even stop to ask why the Committee now goes out of 
its way to praise the judge for his "fairness" in deciding not to join a 
lynch party. 

I^et us simply ask this : how is that the jury which heard all the 
evidence which Judge Horton heard, concluded that the boys were 
"guilty"? Apparently there are exceptions to the "no one who reads" 
rule laid down by the Committee. And the main exception seems to be 
Alabama juries! With them, at least, evidence does not decide. 

The "Scottsboro Defense Committee," in all its news releases, 
statements, etc., gives only one reason for supporting the boys: that 
they are innocent. 

But they will never be acquitted if the fight is made simply on a 
legal basis. 

The only sure fortress of the Seottsl>oro boys is the masses. Only 
a militant campaign of mass protest can force court and jury and the 
class forces behind them to heed the laws and to heed the evidence. 
That is the lesson of hundreds of labor cases. It is the lesson of five 
years of Scottboro itself. 

In calling this lesson to the attention of the Committee, we must 
admit that we feel uncertain of its reception. The New York Times 
reixirts, obviously after an interview with Leibowitz, that the defense 
is going to test the theory of winning this case by keeping radicals 
out of the picture. 

The Ixiys were arrested, charged, tried and convicted before a 
radical or a liberal or a Yankee intervened in their behalf. The ery 
of "Reds" is a prosecution trick. The Intention of Leibowitz, which he 
has carried out successfully for three years thanks to the I.L.D., is to 
run everybody out of the case except reactionaries, and to see that the 
mass campaign stays at its present low ebb or sinks even lower. 

Before one asks whether the Committee will be able to stop his 
plans, one must ask whether the Committee intends to. The Committee 
states that it has retained Leibowitz and his reactionary Huntsvlile, 
Ala., associate, Clarence Watts. Then is not Leibowitz's strategy tie 
strategy of the Committee? Then how can the Committee organize a 
mass protest campaign? 

Before it is too late and dire consequences result, we call upon 
the Scottsboro Defense Committee to reconsider Its policy. T*e Scotts- 
boro boys are in grave danger. Only a broadly organized, aggressive 
movement of mass protest can save them. The only victory is freedom. 
Ijeibowitz's policy will never get it. 
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(Continued from Page 1) 

the profits out of war. Resides 
Wall Street can still be consoled 
with the comment by the New York 
Times on these investigations, that 
the "financial sensations have all 
been exploded, with little or no 
damage." 

It is to be expected that the bank- 
ers like these in vestige tions about 
as much as they now like the New 
Deal. But for Roosevelt this is one 
way of applying pressure lor his 
specific aims. In his recent messages 
to Congress the neutrality policy 
stood out prominently. Yet his bud- 
get message proposed to set aside 
about a billion dollars for the 1SS6 
armament expenditures. 

A Sham Opposition 

It is one thing to investigate the 
bankers, but it is something en- 
tirely different to take steps toward 
a change of the system that makes 
Wall Street possible. The Wilson 
administration also had its period 
of "opposition" to the bankers. On 
the whole much in the present situ-* 
ation is reminiscent of those days ; 
and where in the decisive moments 
the real and the important pressure 
was applied has been shown very 
clearly by the records of the De- 
partment of State, brought out in 
the hearings of the Nye committee. 

At a very early stage of the 
world war the Wilson administra- 
tion was committed to a policy of 
strict neutrality, according to the 
records of the committee. When the 
question of loans to the allied pow- 
ers by the American bankers was 
first broached, W. Jennings Bryan, 
who was then Secretary of State, 
formulated an adverse opinion set 
down in a letter of January 20, 
3915, saying that, "money Is the 
worst form of contraband because 
it commands everything else." Wil- 



son expressed the wish that such 
loans should not be made Shortly 
thereafter, Robert Lansing, as 
Councillor of the Department of 
State, authorized the bankers to ex- 
tend credits, advising them, how- 
ever, not to submit the question to 
the government for a formal opin- 
ion. Purchases of munitions and 
other war material by the allied 
powers Increased in volume at a 
rapid pace. From then on began 
the real intervention of American 
finance capital, and especially of 
the House of Morgan. 

Morgan Tarns on the Heat 

Apparently following the advice 
of Lansing the House of MorgaD 
carried on secret negotiations for 
a $100,000,000 loan to the allied 
powers. But the task of changing 
the government policy against 
loans still remained, and an oppor- 
tunity to do so soon came. In Aug- 
ust 1915 there was a crisis of ex- 
change. The pound sterling rate de- 
clined. Previously the House of 
Morgan had supported sterling, a 
policy it now suddenly abandoned it 
and for obvious reasons. Bankers, 
Including governors of Federal Re- 
serve Districts, quickly made their 
presentation to the Department of 
State. In the language of the Nye 
committee, they "turned the heat 
on". They visualized the danger 
that the decline of sterling would 
wipe out all profits on goods sold 
even before it was actually deliv- 
ered. Robert Lansing, now Secre- 
tary of State, wrote his famous let- 
ter to Wilson — a letter never Includ- 
ed in Lansing's Memoirs, He esti- 
mated that for the year 1915, ex- 
cess exports over imports would 
reach the stupendous sum of two 
and a half billion dollars. The pre- 
war average had been about half a 
billion. "It is estimated that the 



European banks have about three 
and one-half billions of dollars in 
gold in their vaults," said Lansing. 
He insisted it would be disastrous 
to withdraw any considerable am- 
ount, and if the European coun- 
tries cannot find the means to pay 
they would have to stop buying, 
thus causing a proportionate 
shrinkage of American export 
trade. "The result," said Lansing, 
"would be restriction of outputs, 
industrial depression, idle capital 
and idle labor, numerous failures, 
financial demoralization and gener- 
al unrest "It would there- 
fore be necessary, according to 
Lansing, to adopt a policy of ex- 
tending loans. 

In the characteristic manner of 
secret diplomacy Wilson answered : 
". . . . we should say that 'parties 
will take no action either for or 
against such a transaction.' but 
that this should be orally conveyed, 
so far as we are concerned, and 
not put in writing." 

The policy on war loans thus 
changed. The House of Morgan 
floated not a mere $100,000,000 but 
loans totalling in excess of one bil- 
lion dollars. Morgan "turned the 
heat on" the munition manufactur- 
ers inducing them to subscribe 
heavily. The House of Morgan be- 
came the sole purchasing agency tor 
the allied powers, placing orders to 
•the tune of. a total of three billion 
dollars for which it received the 
handsome commission of $30,000,- 
000. Contracts for war materials 
were let to a total of 888 firms in 
which Morgan had what he de- 
scribed to the committee hearings 
as a "negligible interest." As one 
example of this there is the United 
States Steel Corporation, organized 
by the elder Morgan, who received 
a promotion fee of $125,000,000 in 
cash and common stocks. This 
alone would suggest the degree of 
interest held by the House of Mor- 
gan in U.S. Steel. 

Still after this change of policy 
on war loans and after the initial 
heavy deliveries of war materials 
to the. allied powers, Wilson man- 



aged to put Congress on record 
against what he called the intoler- 
able attitude of Britain's interfer- 
ence with the freedom of the seas. 
Wilson's intervention for peace at 
that particular time, has been char- 
acterized by Senator Clark, of the 
Nye committee, as an effort to 
"draft terms definitely to the ad- 
vantage of the Allies, terms which 
Germany was sure to refuse, there- 
by opening the way for our en- 
trance into the war on the Allies' 
side." Nevertheless in the presiden- 
tial elections of 1916 Wilson could 
roil up a plurality vote on the slo- 
gan : "He kept us out of war." In 
reality the way had already been 
opened for America's entrance into 
the war on the side of the Allies. 
Lousing Gives Game Away 

In March, 1917, Wilson proposed 
his fateful declaration of war, pro- 
claimed to be the result of the loss 
of "lives of peaceful and innocent 
people," in the unrestricted subma- 
rine warfare that Germany put into 
effect. But in the voluminous doc- 
umentation, the state correspond- 
ence and the correspondence of the 
international bankers, nothing of 
importance is said about the unre- 
stricted submarine warfare, except 
insofar as its results could be used 
as a cover for the deliberately 
planned policy of entry into the war 

In this respect the cable addres- 
sed "by Ambassador Page from Lon- 
don to the State Department, under 
date of March 5, 1917, is most re- 
vealing. In terse language it states 
the real cause for America's en- 
trance into the war. Ambassador 
Page stated that the international 
condition was "most alarming to 
the American financial and indus- 
trial outlook." Page complained 
that the allied powers could not 
make shipments in gold to pay for 
purchases in the United States and 
said that : "The almost immediate 
danger, therefore, is that Franco- 
American and Anglo-American ex- 
change will be so disturbed that or- 
ders by all the allied governments 
I will be reduced to the lowest minl- 
'mum, and there will be almost a 



cessation of transatlantic trade." 
He felt that the pressure of this 
approaching crisis had gone beyond 
the ability of the Morgan flnrfncial 
agency — meaning that It was time 
for the U.S. government to Inter- 
vene directly. 

Page's Letter 

"If we should go to war with 
Germany", said Ambassador Page, 
"the greatest help we could give the 
Allies would be such a credit." 
Further on in the same cable he 
added: "Perhaps our going to war 
Is the only way in which our prom- 
inent trade position can be main- 
tained and a panic averted... 

A few weeks later the United 
States declared war on Germany; 
and when it was over 120,000 Amer- 
ican soldiers had lost their lives 
while another 182,700 were woun- 
ded. But according to testimony of 
Charles A. Beard, in his "American 
Leviathan," the American corpora- 
tions, which became the merchants 
of death,- filled their coffers with 
gold. These corporations made pro- 
fits of thirty-eight billion dollars, 
over and above all deductions, in- 
cluding excess profit taxes. For 
them America's entrance into the 
war became an exceedingly lucra- 
tive business. 

Thus the real causes of America'* 
entrance into the world war are re- 
vealed. While the House of Morgan 
became the principal object in the 
investigations now about to be con- 
cluded, we do not, of course, face 
the problem of one individual, or 
some individuals, as the actual in- 
stigators of war. On the contrary. 
What we face is the system that 
inevitably produces wars; and a 
class, the bourgeoisie, the represent- 
atives of finance capital and of the 
Industrial corporations, in collusion 
with their agents in governmental 
positions, that engineer the plans 
and preparations for war. To the 
working class this Is the real enemy. 
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Powell Framed; Scottsboro Boys In Peril 



'Tell the Workers the Truth About Staling Hounding 
of Revolutionists in the Soviet Union'/ 7 — Trotsky Urges 



Cablegram from Leon Trotsky Hits 
Hearst and Daily Worker Lies 

J*st before going to press we received the following radiogram from comrade Trotehy hi reply to 
an inquiry from us: 

PUBLICATION OFTAROV ARTICLE BY HEARST COMMON 
PRESS GANGSTERISM STOP BUT IMPUDENCE OF HEARST NO EX- 
CUSE FOR CRIMES OF STALIN CLIQUE STOP GAVE STATEMENT 
TO ASSOCIATED PRESS UNDERSIGNED 

TROTSKY 



Pen 
Prostitute 

NO. 1 



4> 



Louie F. Budenz baa been re- 
warded for his craven capitulation 
to Stalin and Browder. 

Decorated with shame, he will be 
known to the revolutionary workers 
as Pen Prostitute Number One of 
the Daily Worker. 

In the late edition o£ the Sunday 
Worker and in Monday's edition of 
the Daily Worker appears a 
"scoop" by this new convert to 
Stall nlspi and twice converted Am- 
erican patriot. 

Its title reads: "Militant Gives 
Hearst Permission to Reprint Trot- 
sky's Articles — New York American 
Is Non-Committal on Cash Pay- 
ment." 

And the proof : the word of 
Hearst's agent himself! .Yes, the 
very institution the Stalinist rag 
never tires of denouncing for its 
lies about and against the working 
class movement. 

Frenzy at Revolutionists 

In their mad hatred of those who 
tell the truth to the working class, 
who excoriate the Stalinist recruit- 
ing sergeants of American imperial- 
ism, who throw a searchlight upon 
the crimes of the bloodhounds who 
persecute Lenin's co-workers, the 
hired liars of the Daily Worker 
achieve a touching confidence in 
the hired liars of William Randolph 
Hearst. 

Budenz is shameless enough to 
write this scurrilous attack on Leon 
Trotsky and the XKW MILITANT 
on the basis of ill! alleged telephone 
conversation with n certain "Mr. 
Frank Oullen of the 'March of 
Events* section of the \". Y. Amer- 
ican," 

Mr. CuHen on the Phone 

You see. the editor of the ''Majch 
of Events'' section, Mr. T. V. 
Ranck, w.i« conveniently "out'' 
when Budenz phoned ! 

And what is Cuilen's position on 
the American? 

Has he the authority to speak 
officially for the Hearst press? 

Will he repea' i != telephone an- 
swers to a court of law? 

All this Mr. Budenz never troub- 
led to And out. From the word 
"go" he trusted Mr. CuIIen like a 
brother. 

What does Budenz say that CuI- 
Ien told him? 

1. That the Trotsky articles 
were reprinted from the NEW MIL- 
ITANT. 

Great discovery! Hearst's intro- 
duction to the articles specifically 
stated that they were reprinted 
from the NEW MILITANT. 

Who Care Ttiis "Permission"? 

2. "Permission," Mr. Cullen la 
alleged to have said, "was given to 
reprint them from that paper . . . 
the New Militant, the Militant or 
whatever yon call It." 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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Socialist Call' on "Hearst 
Trotsky & the Communists'' 



is reprinted from the 



700 at Tampa 
Protest in N.Y. 



(Editor's Note: The following editorial 
Socialist Call for Feb. 1, 1936.) 

* * 9 

"HEARST, TROTZKY ASD THE COMMUNISTS 
"It is no news to readers of the Call that William. Randolph 
Hearst is a journalistic whoremonger who has not the slightest con- 
ception of honesty in publishing. His latest venture in the realm of 
larceny, stealing a series of ar- ^- 
ticles by Leon Trotzky, first pub- 
lished in the columns of the 
American Trotzkyite weekly or- 
gan, deserves universal condemna- 
tion. 

"But it is quite as shocking to 
find the Daily Worker seizing 
upon this -and interpreting it as 
evidence that Trotzky has sold 
out to Hearst. We are not con- 
cerned with the truth of the state- 
ments in these articles; but even 
the Daily Worker must recognize 
in Trotzky a man of high princi- 
ples who has suffered personally 
for his loyalty to his revolution- 
ary ideals. 

"The Daily Worker .owes Trot- 
zky an anology. Or are w« to 
assume that the Stalinists, too, 
have lost any idea of journalistic 
propriety?' 



WEXY WEEK 1 
Another installment of comrade 
Anton Cillga's searching exposure 
of Stalin's repression against re- 
volutionists, dealing especially 
with the shambles made of (lie 
Jugoslav C.P. by Hie bureaucrats 
of the C.I. will appear in the next 
issue of the New Militant 



B. I'. Farriss, Tampa business 
man and an important witness in 
the Shoemaker police - vigilante 
murder case, is dead. The Tampa 
newspapers aw frankly sceptical 
about the police claim that he was 
murdered. When found, he had in 
his pocket a receipt for a post- 
office ln>x, which is the official box 
fo the Ku Klux Klan, who had a 
hand in the murder of Shoemaker. 

Farriss was probably murdered 
by KlniKinen in order to "cover up" 
their role In the murder of Shoe- 
maker, unemployed organizer. Chief 
of Police Titts worth and other 
members of the hooded gang are 
under indictment in the Shoemaker 
case. Tittsworth was bailed out by 
leading anti-union eigar manufac 
hirers of Tampa. 

Rogers and Poulnot, Socialist 
workers kidnapped and beaten with 
Shoemaker, will soon return to 
Tampa from the F.twt to act as 
leading witnesses in the trial of 
the murderers. The Joint Commit- 
tee for the Defense of Civil Rights 
in Tampa is keeping up ils cam- 
(Continued on Page 2) 



By L. D. TROTSKY 

The letters and documents re- 
cently published by comrades Tarov 
and Cillga have served to stimulate 
highly the interest in the repressions 
of the Soviet bureaucracy against 
the revolutionary lighters. Kighteen 
years after the October revolution, 
at a time when, in accordance with 
the official doctrine, Socialism has 
conquered "finally and irrevocably" 
In the U.S.S.R., revolutionists who 
are unwaveringly devoted to the 
cause of communism but who do 
not recognize the dogma of the in- 
fallibility of the Stalinist clique, 
are clapped into jail for years; in- 
carcerated in concentration camps ; 
compelled to do forced labor ; sub- 
jected, if they attempt to resist, to 
physical torture; shot in the event 
of real or fictitious attempt to es- 
cape ; or deliberately driven to sui- 
cide. When hundreds of the pris- 
oners, in protest against the intol- 
erable hounding, resort to the ter- 
rible means of a hunger strike, they 
are subjected to forced feeding, 
only in order to be placed later 
under even worse conditions. When 
individual revolutionists, finding no 
other means of protest, cut their 
veins, tile G.l'.U. agents, i.e. the 
agents of Stalin, "save 1 ' the sui- 
cides only in order then to demon- 
strate with redoubled bestiality 
that 'thprc is no real salvation for 
them. 

The Comintern— G.P.U. Terror 

Into this horrible picture, com- 
rade Ciliga's account introduces an 
element that is especially tragic. 
He was one of the former leaders 
of the Yugoslav section of the Com- 
intern. I'ndcr any other conditions 
the differences of opinion between 
the leaders of this party would 
have been settled by means of dis- 
cussion, by a Convention, and in 
extreme cases, by a split. But not 
in the Comintern. That section of 
the national C.E.C., which at any 
given moment executes the instruc- 
tions of the Moscow clique, trans- 
mits a request to the latter to rid 
it of the opposition. Stalin orders 
the oppositionists to Moscow, 
where, after a brief attempt to 
"convince" them, they are placed 
under arrest, chipped into solitary 
confinement and subjected to other 
forms of physical extirpation. 
Among the hundreds who were 
killed, as "implicated" in the Kirov 
case, i.e., in the majority of cases 
those wlin are isi no way involved 
in this case, a number of Bulgarian 
and other foreign oppositionists 
were shot. The right of asylum 
for revolutionary refugees is thus 
conditioned upon their binding 
themselves to renounce all right to 
think independently. A call to 
Moscow .'for a conference," im- 
plies time and again a treacherous 
trap. If the "criminal" is beyond 
grasp, then his wife, daughter oi- 
son are seized. In these cases, the 
agents of Stalin utilize methods 
(Continued on Page 3) 



Bring the Slanderers 

Out Into the Open! 

New Militant Editor Calls for Impartial Committee to 
Pass Judgement on the Stalinist Frame-up 



The following letter, proposing 
the setting up of an impartial com- 
mittee to investigate and pass 
judgment on the charges of the 
Stalinists has been sent to the Am- 
erican Civil Liberties Union by 
James P. Cannon, editor of the 
NEW MILITANT. 

• * * 

January 27, 1936 
Mr. Roger Baldwin, Director, 
American Civil Liberties Union 
100 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 
Dear Comrade Baldwin: 

The Daily and Sunday Worker 
have carried stories alleging that 
Hie articles by Comrades Trotsky 
and Tarov, relating to the situa- 
tion of political prisoners in the 
Soviet Union, were reprinted in 
the Hearst press from the NEW 
MILITANT with our permission. 
It was further stated that Com- 
rade Trotsky received money from 
Hearst for these articles. 

There is not a word of truth in 
these allegations. The Hearst 
press neither solicited nor re- 
ceived permission from us to re- 
publish these articles, which ap- 
peared originally in the SEW 
MILITANT under dates of Sep- 
tember 38 and October 19. I can 
further state authoritatively that 
the articles were also printed 
without the knowledge or consent 



of Comrade Trotsky and were 
never destined by him for publica- 
tion in the Hearst papers. The 
accusations against us and against 
Comrade Trotsky are a deliberate 
frame-up. 

In order to establish the truth 
about this matter before labor 
and liberal public opinion, we 
herewith request your organiza- 
tion to set up an impartial' com- 
mittee to investigate the matter 
and make a public report of its 
findings. Hie fact that the A.C. 
L.U. has acted in a similar capa- 
city! in other disputes and has 
had its findings recognized by 
various factions in the labor 
movement as fair and impartial 
prompts us to turn to you with 
this request. 

We are ready to appear before 
such a committee, to furnish all 
facts and information at our dis- 
posal, and to answer any ques- 
tions whatever. We have no doubt 
whatever that the frame-up 
against us and against Comrade 
Trotsky will be thoroughly and 
completely discredited by an im- 
partial investigation and that the 
violation of labor ethics involved 
in the controversy will be placed 
where it belongs. 

Yours fraternally, 

JAMES P. CANNOJi, 
Editor, New Militant. 



Bare Murder 
OnJWPA 

Toledo Union Demands 

Federal Investigation 

Into Case 



TOLEDO, O., Jan. 27.— The WPA 
Workers Union is continuing its 
iigyressive campaign to organize all 

of the WPA workers in Lucas 
County into one solid, lighting or- 
ganization. This last week it has 
lifted out of the obscurity which 
the WPA administration has at- 
tempted to place it, the cruel mur- 
der of Alonze Walker, a Negro 
WPA worker, who was allowed to 
freeze to death out on an open 
ditch project. The union has al- 
ready called upon Harry L. Hop- 
kins to conduct a federal investiga- 
tion on the matter and is planning 
a imiNs protest meeting and trial. 
(Contlm-ed on Page 2) 



C. P. PLOTS TO WRECK LOCAL 574 



By CARL O'SHEA 

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn., Jan. 2T. 
— Hccenily there has coiue into on. 
litmds a set of directives drawn u|i 
by the Central- Executive Commit 
tee of the Communist party for the 
Minnesota district, one of the i!,os" 
amazing documents in the recent 
history of the American labor move 
ment. 

In these directives is contained 
overwhelming proof, not only of 
the degeneration of the Communis, 
part, but of its muddleheadedness. 

No more shameful proposals have 
ever been made by a group calling 
itself a working class party, and 
masquerading under the banner of 
Lenin. 

This exposure of the Communist 
party's schemes will be of absorb- 
ing interest, not only to Local 574 
and the Northwest trade union 
movement, but to honest trade un- 
ionists. Socialist party members 
and Communist party members the 
country over. 



■S> 



Such is the nature of this docu- 
ment that it is little wonder that 
it proved too much for some of the 
Communist party member- in Min- 
nesota, also. 

Page Mr. Meyer Lewis! 

1. The O.E.C. orders the Minne- 
apolis C.P. to "drive the trade un- 
ion functionaries and membership 
further away from 574" — to colon- 
ize in General Drivers Local 574 : 
to "negotiate" with Daniel Tobin: 
to "appeal" to the Minneapolis 
Central Labor Union, the locals, etc. 

Page , Mr. Meyer Lewis ! Here 
are lite allies! He has been seeking 
for four months now to find some 
one who would go along with him 
In his plan to isolate Local 574 and 
to smash it. And now the C. P. In 
Minnesota Is ordered to do this 
very thing; to agitate among the 
local trade union officials find 
membership to drive them away 
from 574. 

From the very beginning the 
Communist party has had only one 



line regarding Local 574 : No matter 
what service the General Drivers 
Union in Minneapolis renders the 
working class, SMASH IT, for the 
Trotskyites are in . the leadership ! 
During the 1934 strikes, the C.P. 
issued leaflet after leaflet repeating 
the same charges and slanders 
cooked up by the Citizens Alliance 
and Daniel Tobin. The 574 leaders 
were "yellow," they did not "per- 
mit expression from the floor by 
union members," they "deceived 
the workers with false promises" — 
(he 574 leaders were "dishonest," 
they "did not pay the per capita 
tax, and so gave Tobin an excuse 
to revoke the charter," etc., etc. 

At the . height of Meyer Lewis' 
red scare directed against Local 574 
in November, 19S5, it was the C.P. 
who withdrew its support from the 
progressive union bloc which was 
fighting Meyer Lewis and WUilam 
Green. 

The Surrender-to-Tobln Plan 

And now comes this latest un- 



speakable scheme of these people 
The directives cited below mean 
only one thins — that the Communis! 
party means to do everything in 
it.-; power to emasculate one of the 
finest and most militant and power- 
ful unions in America, to isolate 
Local 574, to undermine the sup- 
port the union receives from the 
rest .of the movement, to break the 
union, to drag it back Into Tobln's 
International Teamsters on Tobin's 
terms. 

And this is really not so surpris- 
ing. This follows out the current 
C. P. lice: Back into the A. F. of 
L. at all costs. In effect the direc- 
tives of the C. P., If they coald be 
carried 6ut, would mqan'to smash 
Local 574, the union that has won 
a nation-wide reputation for the 
serf ices it has rendered the work- 
ing class movement. This means 
the C. P. is preparing to make all 
sorts of behind-the-scenes deals 
with the worst gang of reactionary 
(Continued on Page 3) 



Local Wins 
Recognition 

Mpls Power House Union 
Forces Wage Rise and 

Seniority Rights 

(Reprinted from the Northwest 
Organizer) 

MINNEAPOLIS, Jan.- 22.— Gen- 
eral wage increase-', seniority 
rights, recognition of the right of 
the employees to hold union mem- 
bership, and representation by on- 
ion committees in settling griev 
ances are among the gains which 
have been won for the employees 
of the Northern State; Power Co. 
by Local Union No.- 1(10 of the I.E. 
IC.W. These conditions are guaran- 
teed in writing over the signature 
of Mr. It. P. Pack, president of the 
company. 

The term* of settlement were ac- 
i ceptcd by unanimous vote of the 
! members of Local 160 In a special 
meeting held on January 15. The 
meeting had been called, by a 
previous decision of -the union, for 
the purpose of taking a strike vote 
after the negotiating committee re- 
ported that the company refused to 
discuss a written agreement. With 
the announcement of the impending 
strike vote, the Latimer Employer- 
Employee Board attempted to step 
into the controversy. Meyer Lewis, 
not bothering to discuss the prob- 
lem with Local 1G0 i-sued a long 
statement to the press demanding 
Pack's resignation from tie board 
— he seemed to consider that this 
action would render the board 
"neutral. 1 ' But Local 160 objected, 
with considerable emphasis. .Hav- 
ing no confldence in the board us 
such, they felt that Pack's influ- 
ence, on or off the board, would 
still be felt and would render the 
board even less captble of making 
a fair decision. 

A few days prior to the January 
15 deadline contact was established 
between the union and the com- 
pany by Attorney Fred A. Ossanr-a, 
acting as a special mediator. On 
January 14 the union committee, 
(Cootfenied on Page 3) 



Mass Protest 
Only Means 
For Freedom 

Smash the Bourbon by Mo- 
bilizing the Labor 
Movement I 

The fourth Scottsboro trial ended 
with the conviction of Haywood 
Patterson. Judge and prosecutor 
worked hand in glove. No Negroes 
were on the Jury; the 'state went 
through the farce of putting Ne- 
groes on the panel, but none served 
on the jury. They were either 
challenged by the prosecution or 
evaded service through fear of re- 
prisals. 

Patterson was given a 75-year" 
prison sentence. The attitude of 
Attorney S. 8. Leibowitz, enemy of 
the mass defense movement, Is that 
he has won a victory. The NeT 
York Times special correspondent 
comments that It may be a victory 
for Leibowitz but it Is a defeat for 
Patterson. 

Patterson himself is not deceived. 
He announced on hearing the ver- 
dict that he would rather die than 
spend another day In Jail for some- 
thing he did not do. 

All other trials have been in- 
definitely postponed because of a 
material witness sickness. The 
boys were returned to Birmingham 
jail, Patterson pending appeal of 
his case on the grounds that he was 
denied a change of venue and thus 
did not get a fair trial. 
Powell Framed 

On the road from Decatur, where 
the trial was held, to Birmingham, 
a guard shot Ozie Powell, one of 
the boys, who is now close to 
death. The state will prosecute 
Powell and two of the other hoys 
for attempt to kill a guard. It ap- 
pears that Powell, subjected to re- 
peated and terrible provocation, 
scratched one of the guards with 
a knife. 

The Workers Party at the request 
of the N.P.L.D. is circularizing all 
branches urging them to rush re- 
solutions against this new frame-up 
and the Patterson sentence. Pro- 
tests should go to Gov. Bibb Graves 
aiid.Lt.Gov. Tom Knight at Mont- 
gomery. 

• » « 

The Scottsboro Defense Commit- 
tee held its first public meeting 
Sunday in the Hotel Delano, New 
York City. The Dally Worker has 
admitted that the date was deliber- 
ately chosen so that the meeting 
would follow the trial. Thus it 
could bring no pressure on the pros- 
ecution in the fourth trial. 

The meeting was given little 
publicity beforehand. After it was 
announced came the shooting of 
Ozie Powell. Hopefully, the Com- 
mittee hired an extra hall, hut 
■there was no overflow. Not more 
than 1,500 people turned up. No 
resolutions of solidarity or protest 
were adopted. 

The meeting was opened by an 
L. I. I), representative introducing 
the chairman, Colonel W. J. Schief- 
feliu. head of the Citizens Union 
("balanced budget" agitators) and 
a prominent Protestant layman. 
The speakers were Osmond Frankel, 
Angelo ITerndon, a school teacher, 
Robert Minor of the I.L.D. and Roy 
Wilkins of the N.A.A.C.P. The last 
two, until recently, wefe calling 
each other lynchers, provocateurs 
and whatnot. Minor now calls 
Wilkins "an honest intellectual" ; 
Wilkins says nothing about Minor. 

Norman Thomas, Charles Zim- 
merman of Local 22, and B. S. Mc- 
Laurln or the Sleeping Car Porters 
were announced as speakers, but 
did not appear. 

"The Best People of Alabama" 
'Herndon declared that the" Scotts- 
boro case, shows "the slave-rulers' " 
(Continued on Page 2) 
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Social Security and the Class Struggle 

THE TOWNSEND PLAN 

The Panacea of a Quack Doctor 



The United States Is a country 
of colossal social contradictions. 
Here exist Bide by side the great- 
est wealth and the direst poverty; 
the most advanced industrial tech' 
nlques and the biggest army of un- 
employed ; the most confident of 
ruling classes and the most restless 
of peoples ; unsurpassed heights of 
technological development and an 
extremely low level of political life. 
The friction and energy gener- 
ated by the clash of these antagon- 
istlc conditions give a tremendous 
impetus to all social movements in 
this country. Utopian crusades to 
reform capitalism, like Technocra- 
cy, rise up overnight and Bweep 
through the middle classes like 
prairie flres. The easily combust- 
ible social material distributed in 
large quantities among the middle 
classes, is however, quickly con- 
sumed. These middle-class reform 
and Utopian movements have neith- 
er stamina nor stability. They 
lade away as speedily as they 
spring to life, leaving only the 
wreckage of ruined hopes behind. 
The American workers are not 
w%PM«<i - tnto PoWtoal action on 
their own account so easily as the 
middle classes. (Their wrath burns 
more slowly but more surely.) 
They find their first Held of organ- 
isation and action on the industrial 
front. Strike after strike in the 
past period* has demonstrated that 
when American workers are arous- 
ed and ready for combat, they 
spring Into action with the power, 
ferocity, and agility of tigers. We 
can be confident that, once they 
take the road of independent polit- 
ical action, they will move as fast 
and as furiously in politics as they 
ure doing today on the industr.ul 
jirena. 

The social reforms secured by 
the people under a capitalist regime 
»re invariably by-products of the 
class struggle. They are exacted 
from the bourgeoisie by organized 
social force; and grafted because 
of their fear of the consequences of 
refusal. The number o£ social re- 
forms accorded to Its citizens is an 
accurate gauge of the degrees of de- 
velopment of the class struggle in 
any bourgeois democracy. The im- 
maturity of the class struggle in the 
United States—thanks to the ex- 
ceptionally fortunate position occu- 
pied by American capitalism in 



world economy — Is directly reflect^only dangerous in principle; It Is 



ed In the absence of any national 

system of social insurance compar- 
able to those which were estab- 
lished before and after the war In 
other democratic countries. Almost 
every European state (Including 
Germany before Hitler discarded 
them wholesale) had been forced to 
institute some system of State pro- 
vision for the aged, the unemployed, 
the Industrially injured, etc., long 
before these questions acquired na- 
tional political-Importance on this 
side of the Atlantic. 

Until recently, the policy of 
laissez faire and the devil take the 
hindmost prevailed in regard to 
social services as in so many other 
spheres of American life. "Charity" 
was no concern of the Federal gov- 
ernment; at most it might be the 
concern of the separate states; but 
it was better to leave such Chris- 
tian duties to individuals, relig- 
ious groups, or plutocratic philan- 
thropy. The system of administer- 
ing relief to the aged and the un- 
employed was long divided between 
petty public and private agencies — 
with the result that a majority of 
the needy were either completely 
neglected or supported by their 
families and friends. 

This laissez-faire policy has been 
radically reversed since 1933. Hard 
on the iieeis of the granting of un- 
employment relief follows the de- 
mand for other forms of social re- 
lief, unemployment, disability, old- 
age, maternity, widows'" and moth- 
ers' insurance. The most persistent 
of these has been the cry for old- 
age pensions. The prevailing inse- 
curity, economic disintegration, and 
widespread unemployment, the ten- 
dency of American Industry and 
business to discard all but the 
youngest and most vigorous work- 
ers: the ten-year increase in the 
average life-span of the American 
people, have given birth to a de- 
mand for old-age pensions which is 
being heard throughout the length 
of the land. "If military veterans 
are entitled to bonuses, medical 
cure, and pensions from the gov- 
ernment, why should not we social 
veterans receive as much," the old 
people are asking. And along eomes 
1 tt'. Townsend with an answer to 
their prayers. Such is the social 
background oat of which the Town- 
semi movement has emerged. 



hopeless In any practical sense. No 
capitalist country could conceivably 
afford the costs of administering 
and financing such a plan without 
going into bankruptcy. For this 
reason, if for no others, capitalist 
politicians will see to it that the 
plan is not adopted. However, the 
demand for old-age pensions is very 
powerful and cannot be easily al- 
layed. If the movement becomes 
sufficiently threatening in the rad- 
ical form of the Townsend Plan, It 
will become necessary to derail the 
movement by palming off some 
harmless substitute upon thepeople. 
Another thin plank wll have to be 
added to Roosevelt's spurious social 
.security program. 



The petty-bourgeois Utopian char- 
acter of the Townsend movement 
dooms it to disintegration and de- 
struction. The Epic movement of 
Upton JJInclair, which aimed to con- 
quer the country, is today crumbl- 
ing to pieces. The Townsend old- 
age pension movement, which has 
an even narrower social and politi- 
cal basis, is sure to follow suit 
The middle classes are pragmatic; 
they demand immediate results; 
and when these are not forthcoming, 
will desert a movement as quickly 
as they flocked to it. The Townsend 
movement can easily be divided, di- 
verted, and disintegrated by wily 
politicians, who can steal Town- 
send's plank and whittle It down 
to a toothpick. 



Bare Murder 
onOhioWPA 



The Struggle for Social Insurance 



The Townsend Crusade 



A correct struggle for social In- 
surance should possess three char- 
acteristics. First, it should he 
made an integral part of a broad 
campaign for workers' security, 
based upon a rounded program of 
immediate social demands: ade- 
quate cash relief; a coordinated 
plan of public works, unemploy- 
ment insurance, the universal 80- 
hour week, etc. Such a rounded 
program is contained in the Work- 
ers' Security Bill of the National 
Unemployed league. Second, social 
services should be financed by in- 
come taxes upon the wealthy, not 
by sales taxes upon the poor. Third, 
:he fight for" these demands must 
be a class-struggle light, not a class- 
eollaboration lobby. 

Neither the Townsend Plan nor 
the [ioosevelt Social Security Act 
passes any of these tests. The 
unemployment provisions of the 
Social Security Act do not includi 
the present unemployed; workers 
can enjoy its benefits only if the 
states enact unemployment insur- 
ance laws, and then only after re- 
serves have been built up for two 
years (so far only nine states have 
passed the necessary legislation! ; 
; agricultural, professional, and do- 
mestic workers are excluded from 
its application. The payroll meth- 
od of financing unemployment in- 
surance under the Act differs in 
only one respect from the sales- 
tax. While the sales-tax is levied 
at the point of purchase, the pay- 
mil tax is levied at the point of 
production. The result is the same, 
'('lie consuming masses foot the 
bills in the form of higher prices. 



The Townsend Old- Age Pension 
Plan, which was restricted a year 
ago to the West Coast, has today 
become a national crusade, embrac- 
ing millions of people and counting 
thousands of clubs throughout the 
country. The Townsend Plan has 
made the idea of old-age pensions a 
political issue of the first magni- 
tude. Not since the days of the 
temperance movement has there 
been anything quite like it. In fact, 
the organizational and political 
methods of the Townsend Clubs arc 
modelled after those of tie Anti- 
Saloon leagues. 

Some reactionaries are concen- 
trating their heavy propaganda ar- 



tillery upon the movement in at- 
tempts to smash it. The conserva- 
tive economists in the universities, 
the editorial writers in the metro- 
politan papers, the publicity men of 
the capitalist parties are busy is- 
suing blasts against it. Meanwhile, 
t-he Townsend Clubs are becoming 
political powers in locality after lo- 
cality. Peaiint politicians of all 
jurties from the Republican to the 
Communist find it necessary to 
cume to terms with the Townsend 
vote in their districts. Feeling their 
strength, the Town sea dites are al- 
ready boasting of taking over the 
government after the next election 
and ushering in the millenium. 



The Townsend Panacea 



The Frazier-I.nndeeii Bill, now 
before Congress, which is sponsored 
by the Communist party, avoids 
the first two of these errors but is 
guilty of the third. It provides for 
ii comprehensive system of social 
insurance for six categories of the 
imputation, unemployment, .self-em- 
ployment, disability, old age, mater- 
nity, widow and mothers' insur- 
ance, and it proposes to "raise the 



surplus funds required by suitable 
revenue legislation from high in- 
comes, corporate surpluses, and 
other accumulated wealth." 

Yet, though more comprehensive 
and realistic than the Townsend 
Plan, and less fraudulent than the 
Social Security Act, it nevertheless 
is essentially Utopian and reform- 
ist in character. This is apparent 
in the fourth clause of the "Declar- 
ation of Policy" prefacing the Bill, 
which reads: "The system must be 
administered democratically by 
workers, representative of 'local 
workers and familiar with local 
wink conditions and opportunities, 
pursuant to rules and regulations 
in the social interest (i), to pre- 
vent administration against the in- 
terests of workers, and to insure 
administration in accordance with 
their needs and interests." The 
( Stalinist ) Interprofessional Asso- 
ciation for Social Insurance, which 
drafted the bill, confirms this in its 
own pronouncements. 'The bill," 
tiiev say, 'does not ask one group 
in do something for another group 
who are unfortunate.'" Perish the 
: bought! "On the contrary, it sug- 
gests that, the people as a whole 
provide by legislation for the iieople 
as a whole." 

Proposals that the working class 
and its organizations shall take 
over one of the official functions 
(if the state have only one mean- 
ing. That, it is possible for the 
workers to use the capitalist state 
•'or .their own good, that they can 
improve their conditions not by 
r-truggUng against the state audits 
igent.s but by working with it and 
becoming a part of it, that there is 
:io necessity for overthrowing the 
state so long as an opportunity ex- 
ists of accomodating themselves to 
it. The class nature of the capital- 
ist state is ignored and the strug- 
gle for these demands is restricted 
entirely within parliamentary lines. 
Nothing is ieft but the most vulgar 
illusions of petty bourgeois reform- 
ism — and that is precisely what the 
bill is designed to foster. 



(Centlnwed from Pace 1> 

The new Issue of its regular 
weekly paper, the "WPA Union 
News," is just off the press and is 
receiving the widest distribution. 
The leading article with its chal- 
lenging headline, "Murder on the 
WPA." giving the full story of the 
death of Alonae Walker, has al- 
ready received wide comment and 
is arousing the indignation of all 
the WPA workers . or this county. 
The union intends to bring the les- 
son home that unless the iWPA pro- 
gram is changed through the power 
of the WPA workers themselves, 
the old conditions will inevitably 
bring about such catastrophes to 
the WPA workers Involved. 

At the regular membership meet- 
ing on Sunday, Jan. 26, the union 
voted to send a floral wreath with 
the Inscription: "We Shall Not For- 
get.— -WPA Workers Union." All 
members not working pledged to 
attend the funeral. All the others 
would down tools on the job from 
1:30 to 2 P.M. Monday, Jan. 27. 
About 20 union men attended the 
funeral services on Monday at the 
Easley Funeral Home. 

Art Preis, chairman of the union, 
spoke briefly and gave the union's 
pledge over the body of Walker "to 
place the responsibility for his 
murder and erase the conditions 
which caused his death." The obit- 
uary stated as the cause of his 
death, "Murdered on the WPA." 
When the casket was carried out 
of the funeral parlor, Mrs. Walker 
walked behind it grfeftatricken, 
"They murdered him on the WPA i" 

The WPA union sent the follow- 
ing letter to Harry I,. Hopkins : 



Labor DefenseFront 



Reformism and Revolutionary Policy 



What is this remarkable remedy 
that is going to euro all the ills of 
American capitalism at one gulp? 
The Townsend Plan has suffered 
many changes since it was first for- 
mulated by its genial parent and it 
will undoubtedly be modified many 
more times before it sinks into ob- 
livion aiong with Technocracy. Like 
nil Utopian panaceas, it is extreme- 
ly simple in essence, in its very 
simplicity lies both its initial 
strength and its ultimate impotence. 

The scheme has two major ingre- 
dients. The first is the bait by 
which the suckers arc hooked. Ali 
Americans over sixty are to be paid 
$200 a month for lite by the govern- 
ment on condition -that they with- 
draw from productive work and 
spend the pension within the month. 
According to Townsend, this flow 
of money will supply the extra pur- 
chasing power needed to keep the 
wheels of commerce turning with- 
out interrupt ion. Anyone acquaint- 
ed with the p.- 1 i. v -bourgeois rentiers 
of Southern California wiil immedi- 
ately recognise in this part of the 
plan the passport to paradise. 

Two hundred dollars a month 
and no work is the wish-fulfillment 
of every retired Middle- We tern 
farmer and his wife. 

But there is a hook concealed 
within the bait— the method of fi- 
nancing the enterprise. The Town- 
sed Plan proposes that the 24 bil- 
lion d'l'inrs a year for the Plan be 
secured by a two-percent *ax on all 
commercial transactions. To all the 
process ing- taxes and sales- taxes 
that have plagued and impoverished 
the consuming masses in the past 
few years Is to be added a mon- 
strous sales-tax of two-percent! 

All taxes, except taxes upon in- 
come, are ultimately paid for by the 
consuming masses, among whom 
the workers are in the majority. 
The effect of such taxes is always 
to force up the prices of the nec- 
essities of life. The Townsend two 
percent transaction tax would raise 
the cost of living to unheard-of 
heights. Ninety-nine percent of the 



,- -st of the plan would be borne by 
the already impoverished masses. 

These masse> are today saddled 
with the support of their parents 
and grandparents. What, then, is 
gained by the Townsend Plan? 
Nothing, it is simply a sleight-of- 
hand trick which proposes that the 
masses .should increase the allow- 
ances they now give their eiders to 
stratospheric heights— without giv- 
ing them any way to obtain any 
-iddcil income. On the contrary, 
ineir real incomes will be immeas- 
urably less because of -the increased 
in-ice of everything they buy. The 
Townsend Plan i.s a transcendental 
fraud. 

Once tiie nut is cvneked open, it. 
U not difficult -to expise the reac- 
H"!tavy kernel within the -radical 
,-heIl of the Townsejid Plan. But 
he poor lish who are attracted by 
it either cannot see this, or dis- 
"(luiit its dangers. The benign doc- 
tor himself, for example, glibly re- 
nmrks ihat the withdrawal of ai! 
tl<e old iieopie from industry will 
amke labor so scarce that the in- 
dustrialist would have to raise 
wages to war-time levels. But even 
war-time wages would not suffice 
to meet the increased cost of living 
that would follow the application 
of the plan. Furthermore, eleven 
million unemployed testify that la- 
bor-power is not a scarce commod- 
ity today. 

Utopian prophets and their dis- 
ciples are invariably people without 
knowledge or political experience. 
They are fanatics with one idea 
that is sure to bring universal sal- 
vation. Hiving developed their idea 
of old age pensions into a scheme 
for redeeming capitalism, neither 
Townsend nor his followers waste 
any further thought upon their 
plan. Their sole aim is to translate 
it into reality as soon as possible, 
regardless of the practical conse- 
quence of its application. But, like 
all its Utopian predecessors, the 
Townsend Plan must inevitably be 
wrecked upor the rocks of social 
realities. 
For the Townsend Plan is not 



[{evolutionists cannot afford to 
turn their backs upon any move- 
ment, however Utopian it may be, 
which enlists wide strata of the 
I coi >Ie in an anti-capitalist and pro- 
gressive struggle. On the other 
hand, they cannot allow themselves 
to endorse such Utopian schemes, 
or refrain from exposing their fal- 
lacies and reactionary features. 
Above all. they cannot uncondition- 
ally support movements which nour- 
! sh illusions about the nature of 
t' e state or aid in the practical or 
iheovoticnl suppression of the class 
? ' niggle. To do so is to play the 
nile of camp-follower of the petty 
bourgeoisie instead of fulfilling 
(heir function as independent load- 
Ms of the working class in their 
struggles. 

It is important to the labor 
! lovemeut that the struggle for 
old-age pensions anil social insur- 
ance be carried through to a suc- 
<e«sful conclusion. While such re- 
forms are increasingly difficult to 
oblain under the present conditions 
■■{ capitalist decline, they are by no 
means impossible of att;)ii,ment. 
Whatever their ultimate success, 
the agitation for them serves to 
locus attention upon the inability 
of our present social system to care 
"or its industrial veterans. Every 
-miai concession wrested from the 
capita lift masters of society height- 
'1!"! otir morale and fighting spirit. 
The revolutionist. must constantly 
i:oint out the following facts. First, 
'hat such reforms can only be ob- 
tained hy independent labor action 
and militant policies. Second, that 
once gained, the workers must be 
on guard to see that the reaction- 
aries do .not rob them of the fruits 



of their victories. Third, that un- 
,ier the present conditions of capi- 
talist decline, social reforms cannot 
be held, simply by resting content 
witli the conquests that have been 
made, but only by carrying forward 
the fight against capitalist misery 
and oppression another step toward 
(he revolutionary goal. 

Social security for the working 
"masses is a Utopian dream in our 
» resent social order. Capitalist re- 
forms are at best but poultices on 
an incurably diseased system. These 
informs are grudgingly given if 
liuaiiec capital can afford them. As 

oi.ii as finance capital is forced to 
-in the national budget to the bone 
n avoid further taxation on their 

w!i wealth and enterprises, the 
masses »re the first to feel the 
knife, as the Means Test imposed 
mi the English workers by the Tory 
iovermnent proves — not to speak of 
Hitler! As finance capital plunges 
■leeper into crisis, it can find no 
way tti survive and rule in the 

.ighly competitive wwrid market 
-:;cept by robbing the workers of 
■ill their hard - won democratic 
rights and social services and put- 
ting the Fascist knife to their 
throats. 

Then' can be security for the 
workers only in a state where the 
workers rule and where all the 
wealth of the country is in the 

vorkers' hands. In a workers' re- 
■mblic like the Soviet Union, social 
-ervices are an integral part of the 

loeiai order, freely given to all use- 
ful citizens. There can be no real 
salvation and security for the mass- 
es until capitalism is overthrown 
and socialism succeeds It. 



January 27, 1936 

Harry I,. Hopkins 
Federal WPA Administrator 
Washington, D.C. 
I>ar Sir: 

Unclosed please find a copy of 
the "WPA Union News" of Jan. 26, 
193fi, whirh presents in detail the 
story of the death of Alonze Wal 
ker, a colored WPA worker, and 
the circumstances which caused the 
death. 

The circumstances as described 
in the article are of such a char- 
acter as to indicate absolute crim- 
inal negligence on the part of the 
responsible project officials in- 
volved. 

On Tuesday morning, Jan. 21, 
Alon/* Walker reported for work 
at the Prarle Ditch project in 
Lucas County, Ohio. Sub-zero wea- 
ther was blowing in from the north- 
west, and although this is an open 
project, no shel(*r houses were pro- 
vided for the workers. Walker col- 
lapsed from exiKJsnre. Mr. Jack 
Hays and Kasmir Lewkowski, fore- 
man and supervisor of the job re- 
spectively, were informed of the 
man's condition but took no steps 
la secure medical attention or ta> 
transport him to a hospital or his 
home. 

Mr. Walker was permitted to lie 
out in the open for at least four 
hours unattended. He was finally 
taken home by a fellow WPA work- 
er in the letter's car at the regular 
quitting time, 4:30 P.M. The ad- 
ministration issued no statement on 
the matter until the following Mon- 
day, January 2, when the WPA 
Workers Union publicly called upon 
the administration for an account- 
ing and issued a press release to 
the Toledo papers. Thus a period 
of six days were allowed to elapse. 
The man died on Wednesday, 
Jan. 22 of double pneumonia, as a 
result of freeing and over expo- 
sure, according to the attending 
physician, Dr. P. M. Johnson. Dr. 
Johnson stated that it was too late 
to save the man when he was flnally 
brought home, as he was literally 
frozen lo death. 

We jij'e firm in our belief, as a 
result of our investigation of the 
ease, that Mr. Walker's death is 
solely the result of the criminal 
negligence on the part of the ad- 
ministration officials involved. The 
local WPA administration is not 
lacking in culpability, since it re- 
quested thousands of WPA workers 
in this district to report to work 
en open jobs with no protection dur- 
ing, sub-iero weather. 

We are demanding a federal in- 
vestigation info file circumstances 
of Walker's death and the condi- 
tions on the Wl'A which led to 
.-<neh a tragedy. 

Our union is continuing with its 
own investigation on the case and 
is securing 'affidavits from the Indi- 
viduals concerned. .We will shortly 
hold a public meeting on the whole 
ease and present the result of our 
findings. 

We request immediate attention 
on this case and await your reply 
to same. 

Very truly yours, 
WPA WORKERS UNION 
T. G. Selander, sec'y. 



{Continued from Page 1) 

determination to suppress revolts. 
Col. Scbieffelin suggested that If 
the audience would imagine itself 
In their place, It would understand 
the attitude of "the best people of 
Alabama.'' He declared, however, 
that the Negroes "are well-be- 
haved." "The best people of Ala- 
beama wish the case had not come 
up," the Colonel said, and he un- 
doubtedly knows because, as Minor 
said, he is "a man of high stand- 
ing." 

Not a word was said to contra- 
dict repeated statements that the 
ease would no won "not on plat- 
forms but in the Alabama courte." 
After the Colonel declared that 
'the best people of Alabama want 
justice done," Attorney Frankel of 
the I.L.D. proposed a means of ap- 
pealing to them. He want* the 
case transferred to a Federal court, 
where the jurors are "people of 
standing . . . more likely to reach 
independent judgments because, un- 
like the Decatur jurors, they would 
not fear their neighbors." Herndon 
proposed pressure on Roosevelt to 
get Into a Federal court, and de- 
manded that Federal troops be sent 
to Alabama. He also demanded 
the electrocution of Sheriff Sandlin, 
who shot Powell, and the impeach- 
ment of Gov. Bibb Graves— by the 
Alabama legislature! 

The meeting's immediate aim was 
not 100 percent clear. Herndon and 
Frankel declared the boys must go 
free. B»t the Colonel sounded less 
adamant. "Even at its worst," he 
said, "the life of this hoy {Patter- 
son) is saved, and that is some- 
thing we ought to he thankful for." 
"Fair Play and Justice** 
The speakers, however, had fur- 
ther aims. Undoubtedly due to 
sentiments inspired by his military 
background, the Colonel wants to 
see "fair play and justice" vindi- 
cated. Herndon spoke of "the up- 
lifting of humanity." The school 
teacher seeks for Negroes the same 
rights as are enjoyed by everybody 
else in America. Frankel seeks to 
preserve democratic government. 
And In general, everybody wants to 
protect the Stars and Stripes. For 
example : 

Minor declared that he is "seek- 
ing to defend our nation by defend- 
ing these bojf)," fighting for "our 
country's welfare — our America." 
.Wilklns declaimed that he fights 
for "the salvation of all the people 
of the U. S., those on top as well 
as those suffering underneath," and 
thundered that this crime must he 
stopped "In the name of God and 
the United States!" Thereupon he 
asked who would give $50 "for the 
elevation of his soul." 

Ilerndon's call for Federal troops 
was supported by hie demand for 
a return "to the traditions of our 
forefathers," who, it seems, always 
treated the Negroes properly. The 
Colonel, however, asked no "return" 
or other change: he declared that 
lynchings in America are not like 
those in Germany because here it 
is not done by the government. His 
hymn to America culminated in the 
following remark : "True, there 
were 30 lynchings last year, but in 
80 cases people were saved from 
lynching by the authorities." It Is 
clear what Minor meant when he 
called the Colonel "a man who has 
tiie courage and American manhood 
lo speak out." 

Quite honestly, the Scottsboro 
I >efense Committee did not an- 
nounce this as a protest meeting. 
It was called "to analyze" the pre- 
sent situation. It did that — but not 
from the viewpoint of those who 
believe in a militant struggle to 
save tlte Scottsboro boys. 



HERNDON *CA*SE* AGAIN IN 
COURT 



700 at Tampa 
Protest in NY 



(Continued from Pace 1) 

paign of pressure for a real prose- 
cution of the vigilantes; and for the 
protection of Poulnot and Rogers 
when they return to Tampa. 
Executive Council Backs Down 
The A. F. of Jj. Executive Coon- 
cil, after first refusing to settle the 



place of the next annual A. F. of L. 
convention — originally called for 
Tampa — has now given a half- 
hearted indication that they will 
not withdraw from Tampa. The 
president of the State Federation of 
Florida is working overtime to keep 
the business in his state, and will 
not help the fight against yigilan- 
tes. 

The Joint Committee has sold 
22,000 copies of Its pamphlet, 
"Tampa — Tar and Terror," and Is 
printing a new edition. Copies may- 
be ordered from the Non-Partisan 



Labor Defense, 22 East I7th Street 
Contributions for the Committee's 
work should go to Mary Fox, treas- 
urer, 112 East 19th Street 

At a mass meeting held In the 
Hotel Delano bast week, New York 
workers pledged their support to 
the Committee. Among the speak- 
ers were Norman Thomas of the 
L.I.D., Sam Wiener of the G.D.C., 
George Novack of the N.P.L.D., 
Poulnot and Rogers. A resolution 
of protest was adopted and sent to 
Tampa authorities. 

READ THE NEW MILITANT 



The appeal of the State of Geor- 
gia from the County Court decision 
which recently set Angelo Herndon 
free, was heard by the Georgia 
Supreme Court last week. It is 
not yet known whether the court 
will agree that the insurrection law 
under which Herndon had been 
sentenced to 20 years on the chain 
gang is unconstitutional, or whether 
it will send Herndon back to serve 
his sentence. If it does the latter, 
the defense will appeal to'the II. S. 
Supreme Court. 

Herndon was represented by At- 
torneys W. N. Seymour of New 
York and W. A. Sutherland of At- 
lanta, retained by the I.L.D. As 
in the county court hearing where 
Herndon upset the sentence, Sey- 
mour dealt, with the legal questions 
involved in the case. 

Sutherland again made a politi- 
cal speech, similar In character to 
the one he made In the- county 
court. He complained that the case 
-lias been Used as a spearhead for 
the liberals throughout the coun- 
try," and again urged the court to 
allow some freedom of speech in 
order to preserve the existing order. 
"When a man like Herndon is made 
a martyr," he said, "there Is real 
danger to democrtcy." 

The Joint Committee to Aid the 
Herndon Defense, an auxiliary body 
with no control over Sutherland or 
over the legal defense policy, Is 
continuing to circulate petitions for 
Herndon's freedom through its con- 
stituents. Among the latter is the 
Non-Partisan Labor Defense, which 
urges all supporters with filled-out 
petitions to send them in to the 
nearest N.P.L.D. branch. 



RUSSELL CASE 

Because of the heavy load of 
work on the shoulders of the 
Minneapolis and St. Paul branches 
of the N.P.L.D., the National Ex- 
ecutive Board of that organization 
is conducting a special national 
drive for funds to finance the ap- 
peal of Al Russell from a Federal 
contempt of court sentence. 

Russell is now out on ball, ob- 
tained with the aid of Minneapolis 
locals of the A. F. of L. The St. 
Paul N.P.L.D. has just run a social 
affair to help provide funds to pay 
for the transcript of his trial, need- 
ed by Francis Heisler, N.P.L.D. at- 
torney, for the preparation of the 
appeal brief. 

The Russell case is important not 
simply to free this persecuted mili- 
tant picket, but also in order to 
prevent the nullification of the Min- 
nesota state anti-injunction law and 
the Federal anti-injunction law. 
Funds to appeal the Russell case 
should go to Adelaide Walker, 
Treasurer, N.P.L.D., 22 East 17th 
Street, New York City. 
* *. * 
FERRERO AND SALLITO 

The hearing on the deportations 
of Ferrero and Sallito which was 
to have been held Jan 24, has been 
postponed to Feb. 4. These two 
anarchist workers are now on Ellis 
Island while the Ferrero- Sallito 
Defense Conference, among whose 
constituents is the N.P.L.D.. is car- 
rying on a fight to save them from 
deportation to Fascist Italy. 

Attorney I. Shorr, representing 
the conference, is seeking a writ of 
habeas corpus. His associate, Carol 
King, is conducting a fight for bail. 
In all districts except that of 
Southern New York, Federal judges 
generally grant bail for prisoners 
held for deportalion pending their 
appeal. The New York judges, 
however, have always refused to do 
so, and the fight on this case will 
set a precedent if victorious. 

Continued protests against the 
deportation of these two workers, 
guilty of no crime except giving 
house-room to the editor of a San 
Francisco newspaper which William 
Randolph Hearst wants to suppress, 
should go to D. W. MacCormack, 
Commissioner of Immigration, at 

Washington, D. C. 

• v • 

ROBINSON ON THE SPOT 

Frederick B. Robinsou, reaction- 
ary president of the College of the 
City of New York, who has hob- 
nobbed with Fascists, expelled anti- 
Fascist students, and terrorized 
many of his professors into giving 
him hypocritical praise," is on the 
spot. A committee of alumni has 
called on the Board of Education 
to remove him. They give as the 
reason the fact that he "lacks qual- 
ities of leadership." The committee 
lias won the support of the Alumni 
Association by a vote of 516 to 217. 
Back of this development is a 
long campaign by radical and liber- 
al students to establish academic 
freedom in New York's leading pub- 
lic college. In this fight the Non- 
partisan Labor Defense has played 
an active role. 

A year ago its representative, 
Herbert Solow, speaking for the 
Columbus Day United Anti-Fascist 
Committee, turned the La Guardia- 
dominated city Board of Estimate 
on its ear by taking the Ooor during 
the hearings on the city budget and 
proposing to reduce Robinson's sal- 
ary to $1 iter year. Aldermanic 
President Deutsch, recently - de- 
ceased hero of the League Against 
War and Fascism, intervened on 
Robinson's behalf and had police 
drag the N.P.L.D. spokesman out 
(•f the chafnber. 

Now, however, it looks as though 
Robinson might lose his job alto- 
gether; a continued militant fight, 
which should be led by students and 
labor unions, can make this out- 
come certain. 



MINI APPEAL 



Attorney It. 
continuing his 
copies of the 



W. Henderson is 
legal fight to get 
transcript or trial 
proceedings for all the Sacramento 
criminal syndicalism defendants, 
according -to an announcement by 
the National Sacramento Appeal 
Committee. In a short lime if all 
these moves fail, lie will demand a 
writ of habeas corpus since Nor- 
man Mini, Prisoner 57G06 in San 
Queutin, Is being denied the right 
of appeal. 

Attorney Leo Gallagher of the 
I.L.D. recently sought a habeas 
corpus on the grounds that the 
other defendants, like Mini, had 
been denied bail pending appeal. 
The Appelate Court held that trial 
judge Dal M. Lemmou of Sacra- 
mento had the right to refuse bail. 
Protests against the further in- 
carceration of Mini, Caroline Deck- 
er, Pat Chambers and the other 
Sacramento trade unionists, should 
be sent at once to the Board of 
Parole, Sacramento, Calif. They 
should stress the fact that the de- 
fendants were convicted of no overt 
acts, and that one of the convicting 
jurors has confessed that the ver- 
dict was reached as a result of a 
horse-trade. 

Funds are still needed by the N. 
S.A.C. and should be sent to Harry 
W. Laidler, Chairman, Room 707, 
51 Union Square, New York City. 
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«Tell the Workers the Truth About Stalin's 
Hounding of Revolutionists I » Trotsky Urges 



(.Contlnoed from Face 1) 
worthy of the best qualified Amer- 
ioaa gangsters. 

What Are Their Crimes? 

The so-called communist patties 
not only cover up these unprece- 
dented villainies of Messrs. Mar- 
shall and Super-Ma rshalle against 
the revolutionists — villainies in 
which the leaders of the various 
sections of the Comintern take di- 
rect part — but the press of the 
Comintern seeks on top of this to 
turn the edge of the accusation 
against the victims themselves. In- 
volved here, you see, are not mere 
oppositionists, not Bolsheviks who 
rebel against Stalin's self-rule or 
the patriotic degeneration of the 
Comintern. No, involved, if you 
please, are ''terrorists," conspira- 
tors against the sacred person of 
the Leader or one of his Marshalls, 
and finally, agents of foreign es- 
pionage, the hirelings of Hitler or 
tie Mikado. ZInoviev and Kamenev 
have been caught red-handed in a 
horrible crime: they criticised 
(within four walls!) the adventur- 
istlc tempos of collectivization that 
led to the senseless destruction of 
millions of men. A genuinely pro- 
letarian court, investigating the 
case, would have indubitably 
dapped in jail the adventurists — 
col lectivi aers. But the court of 
Stalin and Yagoda sentenced Zino- 
viev and Kamenev to ten years Im- 
prisonment on the charge of — a 
terrorist act in which they were 
not and could not in any way he 
implicated ! 

Not more than two years ago the 
social-democratic, labor- party and 
trade union press, eagerly seized 



upon revelations not only of the 
actual but also of the fictitious 
crimes of the Soviet bureaucracy, 
In order thus to compromise the 
October revolution as- a whole. At 
the present moment a complete 
about-face has occurred along this 
line, in Europe at any rate. Tie 
policy of the social-patriotic "unit- 
ed front" has become transformed 
into a. conspiracy of mutual con- 
cealment. Even in those countries 
where no united front exists be- 
cause of the insignificance of the 
communist parties, the reformist 
organizations prefer not to quar- 
rel wiQi the Kremlin upper crust 
who, today, after they had inscrib- 
ed upon their banner the defense of 
the League of Nations and of the 
democratic fatherland, are immeas- 
urably closer to them than the rev- 
olutionist Internationalists who are 
persecuted. The "defense of the 
U.S.S.K." serves of course as a 
pious justification for passing in 
silence over tie crimes of the Stal- 
inist bureaucracy. 

In this connection, we ought to 
mention also a special category of 
the professional "friends" of the 
Kremlin : intellectuals In search of 
a gilt-edge ideal, writers who have 
fa ken stock of the superiorities 
of the State Publication Society, 
lawyers who are hungry for 
publicity, and, finally, ordinary am- 
ateurs who are fetched by free 
trips and jubilee banquets. These 
people, parasites in most cases, 
then eagerly broadcast throughout 
both hemispheres the inventions 
and insinuations that the agents of 
the G.P.TJ. buzz into the ears of 
their "friends" during heroic sup- 



pers given in honor of the October 
revolution. Suffice to refer only to 
the unworthy role assumed by so 
outstanding a writer as Remain 

Rolland! 

Prism for the Critics 

The fraternization between the 
tops of the degenerated Comintern 
and the tope of the Second Inter- 
national evokes however a salutory 
reaction as well. An ever greater 
number of advanced workers are 
beginning to open their eyes. Such 
"socialistic morals" as constant 
crawling on the belly before the 
"leaders," as Byzantine flattery, as 
the creation of castes of "red" Col- 
onels, Generals and Marshalls, as 
the reactionary cult of the petty 
bourgeois family, down to the res- 
surrection of the Christmas tree. — 
all these compel thinking workers 
in all countries to surmise to what 
profound extent the ruling stratum 
of the Soviet Union has managed 
to degenerate. On this soil of awak- 
ened critical consciousness are fal- 
ling to<Jay the accounts of the bes- 
tialities perpetrated by the bureau- 
cracy upon those revolutionists who 
are a threat to its sacred privileges, 
and w' stubbornly refuse to ac- 
cept the gospel of Dimitrov, Lltvin- 
ov and the League of Nations. 

The number of such "criminals" 
is constantly increasing. In the 
course of the latest purge ot the 
ruling party of the U.S.S.K. (the 
latter part of 1935) there were ex-- 
pelled, in so far as one can gather 



used to prevail In the Csarlst hard- 
labor camps. These facts must be 
made known to the working class 
of the entire world! 

An Objection and the Answer 

To be sure, even at present there 
are still to be found In the West 
not fi~ few activists in the workers' 
movement who sincerely ask them- 
selves the following question: But 
will not exposures of this sort 
bring harm to the Soviet Union Is 
there not the danger that together 
with the wash-water the baby, too, 
may be flung from the tub? These 
fears, however, have bo basis in re- 
ality. Can the exposures of the 
Stalinist bestialities perpetrated 
upon revolutionists damage the So- 
viet Union In the eyes of the bour- 
geois world? 

Just the contrary is the case, for 
the entire bourgeoisie, including the 
White Guard emigres, sees the best 
pledge of the "normalization" of 
the Sovffit regime in Stalin's offen- 
sive of extirpation against the Bol- 
shevik- Leninists and other revolu- 
tionists. The serious and respon- 
sible oaptallst press of the entire 
world is unanimous in applauding 
the struggle against the "Trotsky- 
Ists." Small wonder! For Litvlnov, 
side by side with the representa- 
tives of world reaction, sits in the 
Geneva Commission for the struggle 
against "terrorism." Involved here, 
of course, is not the question of the 
struggle against Governmental ter- 
ror against revolutionary workers 



Russian Fascists Hail the Anti- 
Bolshevik Terror in Soviet Union 



from the official data, from 10 to 20l bllt o£ thf , st „ gs!e against individu- 
thousand "Trotskyists" alone. AH „, ayc]lgerSj aimil ig at crowned and 



the expelled in this category are, es 
a general rule, immediately arrest- 
ed and subjected to conditions that 



CP. Plots 
Against 574 

(Continued from Page 1) 

labor fakers tn America. 

2. The C.ac. directs the Minne- 
sota district to follow out a similar 
course In the Independent Union of 
All Workers, with headquarters in 
Austin, Minn. 

C. P. members working in the 
Independent Union have already 
proposed that this organization 
dissolve into the Amalgamated 
Meat Cutters and Butcher Workers 
(A. F. of L.) at all costs, that is, 
with no assurances from the A. F. 
of L. union that It will change its 
present stultifying and ineffectual 
policies. This program put forward 
by the Communist party is all the 
more abhorent when one sees that 
tor the first time in history, the 
packing house workers have a real 
chance to form a national indus- 
trial union In their field. (As a 
matter of fact, the groundwork has 
already been laid for a broad and 
all-inclusive conference of packing 
house unions which will meet In 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, on Feb. I.) 
The Charge of "Syndicalism" 

3. The C.E.C. directs the Minne- 
sota "communists" to expose our 
''unprincipled," -'semi-Syndicalist'' 
trade union policy, and to chal- 
lenge the Workers Party to a de- 
hate on trade union policies. 

The charge of "semi- Syndicalist" 
is worthy of comment. It Is within 
the realm of possibility that these 
people have made so many turns 
tliat in their dizziness they no 
longer recoil what syndicalism 
means. In our trade union work, 
have we foresworn the necessity of 
a revolutionary party V Just the 
opposite is true. Or is it that the 
Stalinists tan no longer different i- 
ate between an independent union 
.md a union based on syndicalist 
[principles. It is well established 
thai Local 574 has sought, over 
-inco the day 'if it.s expulsion from 
the internatiuiial in April, 1935, to 
be reinstated — nit a principled niirt 
liomirabie Im-iis. and not on one 
which would mean liquidation of 
the union. It is a!sn well estab- 
lished i hat the ''defeatist ' loeal 
."■I! ha- eiaisistently advised tee 
:ini .; > >.-. hi<-'i it lias helped Into 
beii'L' icandy worker's .furniture 
workers, elee'rical workers, etc.) 
hi join and remain within the A. 
F. .rf I, no senil-KyndicalNts act 
in this wrsy? 

4. The C.K.C. direct.- the Minne 
-ota di-u'iet to place .the nncin 
\>\o;. ed under the leadership of the 
A. Y. of T.. and of Hie Farmer- 
Labor party. 

Before Local 574 was expelled 
from the Central Labor T'niuu. if 
several times proposed that the A. 
F. of I* -take the initiative in or- 
ganizing the federal workers. When 
the Central Labor Union and the 
State Federation of Labor refused 
to act, Loeal 574 got busy and or- 
ganized its Federal Section, which 
now has thousands of members. 
Local 574 has participated in the 
two conferences which laid the 
groundwork for the state-wide "ft* PA 
conference which will be held at 
Local 574's hall on February 8-9, 
a delegated conference with repre- 
sentatives from unemployed organ- 
izations, WPA groups and the un- 
ions. Local 574 has proposed that 
a state-wide WPA organization be 
formed, to fight for trade union 
wages. The organization will seek 
the active support of the State Fed- 
eration of Labor, and of the vari- 
ous unions. It will give its sup- 



liort to the unions when help Is 
needed. This economic organiza- 
tion will in no sense be a dual 
organization to the A. F. of L., 
for its members will be urged to 
join the union of their trade when 
worklug for a private employer, 
and to retain, if possible, their 
membership in the trade unions 
while working on federal projects. 
• • • 

There are slanders contained in 
these directives which the Workers 
Party has answered a hundred 
times before, and will continue to 
answer and expose in the future. 

The directives contain three 
points with which we are in com- 
plete agreement: that the Minne- 
sota Communist party is -'weak," 



and that they follow a do-nothing 
policy. Also, we shall be pleased 
to cooperate with the C. P. on that 
"debate on trade union policies. 

In all earnestness, we publish the 
Communist party document and 
ask all workers to study it very 
carefully. Let them ask themselves : 
Is this the way a party tailing it- 
self revolutionary should aef? Does 
that party still understand the fun- 
damentals of Leninism and Marx- 
ism? Are these the tasks that a 
communist party should be setting 
for itself? Shall we repose any 
confidence in such a party? The 
workers of Minnesota will know 
how to answer the Communist 
party when it attempts to apply 
the new directives. 



Directives of C.E.C. of Communist Party 
to the District Committee - Minnesota 

Planned struggle against Trotsiiyites— 

1. Strike at major bn.se of Trotskyites — discard idea that 574 
cannot be lonched.— Buro responsibility for recruiting— establish frac- 
tion—concentrate on some key people. 

2. Improve work in Southern Minnesota. Win over people in 
Trotskyite units in Austin and Albert Lea. 

3. * 

4. Drag Trotskyite trade union policy into open to defeat it. 
Challenge for debate on trade union policy — broaden progressive con- 
ference, WPA— propose concrete program for 574— regaining member- 
ship in A. F. of L. — paying per capita tax — change independent-Syn- 
dicalist policy, etc. 

5. More attention to leadership in unemployed work to out-man- 
iicuver Trofskyites which can be done through uniting unemployed 
under leadership of A. F. of L. and Farmer-Labor Party. 

0. More attention to explanation of. Soviet pence policy, antiwar 
program. Drive on building the L.AAV.A.K.—. mass meet ings— talks in 
unions, including 574, Independent I'nion of All Workers — utilize 
h roader delegates. 

7. Work with S.P. in Minneapolis as a number of now Trot sky - 
ites are former Socialists. Mpls. 
Special Problems— 

If we talk about our major problem to build. the Farmer- Labor 
Party, we can . . . smash Trotskyitcs. 

The role of Trot.skyites internationally :■ their rule ami the expres- 
sion of it* roiHitei-revoluliopary character in line state. 

a. Obstruct the unity in economic organizations. 

b. Obstruct the organization of the People' * Front against Fas- 
cism— the Farmer-Labor Party. 

c. Obstruct the sympathy to Soviet I'nioii and prevent workers 
from recognizing their strengthened position due to existence of Soviet 
I'nion. 

Preventing the consolidation of an anti-war movement, etc. 
Their strength in this district. 'Why I— 

1. Due to our weakness. 

2. Their steaiiu^ of ma.ch over n- hi many lick!-. 

a. truck drivers. 

b. unemployed 

c. liberal groups 

d. Socialists. MpK 

e. strength of leadership. 

Their policy of defeat — 

a. Trade union — semi-Syndicalist approach— relation to A. I", of 
! — shady deals and actions. 

The effect of this policy of ours — jiolicy of rain for themselves. — 
\\V cannot permit a policy of let them alone and they will destroy 
Themselves. — People capable of maneuvering, unprincipled people, will 
seek and find a stop-gap to their own smashing. 
Our approach tactic — 

Must overcome the idea that 574 is welded to Trotskyites forever. 

Drag Into open their real Trade Union policy to drive the trade 
union fur/ft iotiaries and membership further away from them. (Our 
emphasis.) 

Special attention to unemployed work for unification of the unem- 
ployed- 

Attention to * 

More education on Soviet peace policy. 
Steps to*drag them into open — 

Friendly recruiting, and, yes. colonizing of capable forces in 574. 

Improvement of work in I.U.A.W, 

Build I.L.D. 

Our ear to the ground. 

Not to overlook opportunities to have a real alert state committee 
of C.P. really directing within the state as a whole. 



* items so marked have been deleted. Tbey are of such a nature 
that their publication might bring Injury to the workers' movement. 



uncrowned tyrants. Marxists, as is 
well known have irreconcilably re- 
jected and continue to reject the 
method of individual terror. But 
this has never prevented us from 
always siding with William Tell 
and not with the Austrian despot 
Gessler. The Soviet diplomacy, on 
the other hand, is now discussing 
jointly with the Gesslers how best 
to exterminate the Tells. By his 
participation In the international 
stmlking of terrorists, Stalin supple- 
ments in th e best manner possible 
ids own terroristic stalking of the 
Bolsheviks. It is self-evident, that 
in the eyes of the league of Na- 
tions, in the eyes of the American 
government, even In the eyes of Hit- 
ler, our exposures will only 
strengthen Stalin's already quite 
extensive credit. 

Reformists Mum on Stalin's Crimes 
As regards the reformist labor 
bureaucracy in bourgeois countries, 
there is no reason to have any fears 
either. The reformist bureaucrats 
are Quite well informed about the 
facts of the Stalinist repressions, 
but during the last two years they 
have deliberately and maliciously 
passed them in silence. In the eyes 
of Leon Blum. Otto Bauer, Sir 
Walter citrine, Vandervelde and 
Co. our exposures will not, in any 
ease lower their esteem for the So- 
viet bureaucracy ; involved here is 
a friendship that is calculated, and 
this friend ship is directed first of 
all against the left, revolutionary 
wing. 

There still remain the masses of 
workers. In their majority, the 
workers are sincerely and honestly 
devoted to the Soviet Union, al- 
though they do not always know 
how to express this devotion In ac- 
tion. The masses find it all the more 
dilltcnlt to find a correct road on 
this question because bureaucratic 
apparatuses are raised over them, 
duping them incessantly and -kill- 
fully. Thus, the matter is reduced 
to the following simple question: 
Are we on our part duty-bound to 
tell them the truth? For a Marxist, 
lo pose this question is to answer it. 
The revolution has no need for 
blind friends, or allies whose eyes 
arc bandaged. 

Tile workers are mil children. 
They are <>n liable of appraMusr at 
one and the same time both the 
colossal loiKinesl.s of the October 
revolution and the onerous hlstori 
-(■ill heritage that iia Coagulated 
on its body in the shape of a fright- 
ful bureaucratic ulcer. A revolu- 
tionist who i- afraid to tell the 
masses what he knows hin:seif is 
iiboltttely worthless! Ve leave 
-'oublc book-keepini: to I U-,. patriot- 
ic parliamentarians, parlor idealists 
and pric-!s. The "Fricids of the 
soviet !'i'ioiL." and oilier phiii.-- 
= "lie-* will perhans sav that v:e are 
motivated by "factional" and even 
"I'ersoint!" ti'alice? Of course 
they'll say It. But we have not yet 
become accustomed — thanks to na- 
ture's Kiftsi — to look upon phili.s- 
tines and their public opinion other- . 
wise than with contempt. By em- 
bellishing the present it is impos- 
sible to prepare the future. Fealty 
to the October revolution demands 
merciless exposure, and. If need be, 
cauterize its sores. Lies serve a* 
the instrument of the possessing 
classes. Today, lies have become 
the instrument of the Soviet bur- 
eaucracy as well. The oppressed 
need the truth. The workers must 
know the whole truth about the So- 
viet Union, so that the impending 
events do not catch them off-guard. 

Through the medium of all hon- 
est publications, it is necessary to 
broadcast as far and wide as pos- 
sible the news of the vile repres- 
sions to which irreproachable pro- 
letarian revolutionists are sub- 
jected in the Soviet U"lo>>. Our 
chief and immediate task thereby 
is: to al'eviate the fa f e of tens of 



THE Stalinist press the world over, and the 
Dally Worker In particular are waging a hys- 
terical and poisonous campaign to nullify the effect 
upon thinking workers and sincere friends of the 
Soviet Union of the exposures In the letters and 
documents «r revolutionists who escaped from the 
toils of the bounders of revolutionists, Stalin- Yagoda 
and .Co. and their crew of flunkies and hirelings, 
Browder-Hathaway-Bodenz and Co., in this country. 
The Daily Worker crawls out or its skin not 
Only to link up Trotsky with Hearst and the Fas- 
ciete but to convey the idea to the workers that 
these exposures of the bestialities practiced upon 
revolutionists in the Soviet Union damage the re- 
pute of the Soviet Union. These revelations damage 
only the repute of the Stalinist clique — but not In 
the eyes of the capitalists. 

In hie article appearing in this Issue of the 
NEW MILITANT, comrade Trotsky makes the fol- 
lowing statement: 

". . . the entire bourgeoisie, including the White 
Guard emigres, sees the best pledge of the "normal- 
iattion" of the 'Soviet regime in Stalin's offensive 
of extirpation against the Bolshevik-Leninists and 
other revolutionists. The serious and responsible 
capitalist press of the entire world is unanimous 
in applauding the struggle, against the Troteky- 
ists.'" (Our emphasis.) 

To natve and unpolitical minds these words may 
seem as exaggerations uttered in the heat of the 
moment. 

We therefore reprint below a few extracts from 
the organ of "Young Russians," one of the factions 
of the Russian Fascist- Monarchists. No more rabid 
foes of the Soviet Union exist on the face of the 
earth than are these gentlemen. And here is their 
'frank opinion of Stalin: here is how they really 
view the persecution of the revolutionists by the us- 
urping Stalinist clique. (Our emphasis throughout.) 
* * • 

"We do not deny that the Stalinist Government 
is still formally guided by the ideas of communism. 
. . - But we are also aware that it has subordinated 
the Interests of the foreign Communist parties to 
the interests of the Russian state, from the theory 
of the world revolution is has passed to the theory 



of sodaliton in one country, and from the Utter to 
SoTfet patriotism; ideological internationalist* And 
themselves proscribed and in exile, while In power 
are people who have either become patriots or are 
compelled to masquerade as such." 

— BODiROST, Issue No. 30. 

". . . desirous of maintaining himself in power, 
Stalin is swimming along the stream of a revolu- 
tion that is becoming nationalized. His blows are 
being today directed primarily against the repre- 
sentatives of ancient Leninist Marxism. The dis- 
solution of the Society of Old Bolsheviks is a new 
and symbolic Instance of this struggle against the 
old guard of Bolshevism." — BODROST, No. 31. 

'1From the day he (Stalin) assumed power, and 
particularly since the First Five Year Plan It be- 
came clear that the last vestiges of orthodox Marx- 
ism would disappear.." — BODROST, No. 34. 

"Stalin, seeking to keep power In his own hands, 
has become the open and quite obvious traitor and 
wrecker of Marxism, artificially adapting himself 
to the demands of the nation and of life. From the 
leader of the Communist party Stalin is striving to 
become a- people's, a national leader. Precisely 
herein lies the entire gist of what Is taking place 
in Rrassla," —BODROST, No. 41. 

"Three new milestones have marked during the 
last weeks the degeneration of the Russian revolu- 
tion. We have In mind the introduction of mili- 
tary ranks, the reform of the ZAGS and the elimi- 
nation of ration cards for an entire series of the 
most essential necessities. 

"Both of the latter measures only supplement 
what has already been accomplished in the same 
direction during the past year. The introduction 
of ranks is a phenomenon of a new order and there- 
fore especially significant.'' —BODROST, No. 49. 

"The convalescence of Russia, the first symptoms 
of which we pointed out many years ago, is pro- 
ceeding apace with every new day. In this conval- 
escence is the pledge of our victory." 

BODROST, No. 37. 

Comment, as the saying goes, is superfluous! 



Mpls* Power 
Union Wins 



(Continued from Page 1) 

with the Secretary -Treasurer of 
Local 574 as their spokesman, held 
a two hour conference with Mr. 
Pack and other high officials, of the 
company. The discussion centered 
ahout the demands of the union for 
recognition, security guarantee* 
and wage increases. After a lengthy 
debate, Mr. Pack agreed to raise 
wages and to recognize seniority 
and the right of the union to repre- 
sent its members. He stated, how- 
ever, that he would not put this In 
writing and that he could make no 
definite guarantees as to how long 
the wage increases would remain 
in effect. The union spokesman in- 
formed him that Loeal 160 had in- 
structed the committee to insist 
that the terms be in writing and 
for a definite period of time. 

N'o further meetings were held, 
but the argument between the 
union committee and the manage- 
ment continued nil day Wednesday 
through Mr. Ossanna. Finally, at 
7 P.M., one hour .before the time 
.set for the strike meeting. Mr. Pack 
agreed to put the terms of settle- 
ment in writing over his .signature, 
and be further agreed to make tne 
wage increase effective for the en- 
tire year of 1936. 

The company is now striving 
desperately to convince the workers 
Mint Local 160 had nothing to do 
with getting the wage increase. O.. 
the day after the union meeting, 
the department supervisor.-: in- 
lonned the men that they were to 
set a raise in pay, but the workers 
informed them that this was not 
i ews, that they had heard all about 
if the night before at the union 
meetiim. mid that they knew it was 
the union that had got Ihetn the 
raise. The company ho- further 
-it templed to deny credit to the 
union by pointing out that the 
i-aKe will go into effect throughout 
the entire system which includes 
many localities outside Minneapolis. 
This is mere 'abc.'' 11 ,h-.- rmii- 
■iinv put the iiicrca-'c into effect in 
the Twin Cities only, the power or 
The union would become so olivions 
»o ;tl! the workers that the entire 
-y-teni would .be union iwd in GO 
days. This the company does not 
'Viint: hence the *ysteni-wide rai-c. 
As a matter of fact, this action 
'irovc-, Huit the worker* in ilinnea- 
i!iili-i and St. rani, through Local 
:t;n. foushr fbe buttle for every 
employee of the Northern S-ato-- 
I'ower Co. The brittle could better 
ave been fought and even. greater 
gains made had the employee-: in 
other localities been organized to 
assist. However, this was not the 
rn^e. due to the failure of the oftl- 
eors of the International Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers to or- 
ganize and direct the light on a 
system-wide basis. Local 160 single 
handed, has broken the ground and 
planted the seed for the growth of 
a powerful industrial union in the 
power industry in the northwest. It 
is now up to the officers of the In- 
ternational to till this fertile field. 



With the written statement that 
the company "will not discriminate 
in any way against any employee 
because of union affiliation," many 
timid workers, who did not have 
the courage to join the union, even 
though they knew that they should, 
have come forward to join hands 
with their more hardy brothers who 
had already taken up the cudgels 
for them and won the fight. 

The wage increases will average 
around $10 per month or the equiv- 
alent in hourly rates. All previous 
wage cuts will be restored, and in 
no ease will the rate of -pay he 
below the 1929 level. In the lower 
wage brackets some increases Will 
exceed $10 per month. All wages 
are to lie based on the 40 hour 
week. 

Local ItlO will not make the mis-' 
take of resting on the laurels of its 
victory. The union will now pro- 
ceed vigorously to the consolidation 
of its position through its day by 
day service to its members. A large 
organisation committee has been 
elected and charged with the re- 
sponsibility of organizing grievance 
committees in the various deport- 
ments and crews, together with 
special committees to carry griev- 
ances to the higher officials when 
they cannot be settled satisfactorily 
with the immediate supervisor. 

One of the first responsibilities 
of these committees will be to see 
t hat there is no discrimination 
against union members in connec- 
tion with the wage increases. 
(Juestions of seniority and general 
job conditions will be -taken up by 
the union committees as the occa- 
sion may arise. On the matter of 
seniority the company expressed a 
desire to show preference to mar- 
ried men with families in certain 
rase.-i : they agreed, however, to 
leave the final decision to The em- 
ployees. 

As it has in the past, the execu- 



tive board of Local 160 will con- 
tinue to receive the benefit of the 
experience of the officers of Local 
574 in the day by day organization 
problems of the union. 



PAUL LCTTINGEB, MJ>. 
DANIEL LUTTINGEH, MJ>. 

i Washington Square Sorth 

1 - 2 and 6 - 8 Bxcept Sundays 

and Holidays. 



PARTY and DANCE 

and a good program of 

entertainment at the 

LUMEN CLUB 

Saturday Evening, Fe*. 1st 

28 East 14th Street, 4th floor 
Adm. 15c. Refreshments free. 



WORKERS 

Protect Yourselves Against the 
Hazards of Life. Join the 

WORKMEN'S SICK & DEATH 
BENEFIT FUND OF THE VS. 

I884-1S35 

Organized, managed, by and for 
workers with only one purpose: 
to render protection to members 
and their families, and to sup- 
port' all endeavors and straggles 
for the Improvement of toilers. 

About RO.OOO members organ- 
ized in 350 branches. Reserves 
$3,400,000. 

Death benefit graded accord- 
ing to age at entry. Sick benefit 
payments from $225 to $900 — to 
men and women, according to 
classes. 

Monthly assessments from 45e 
to $2.10. 

For further information apply 
to Main Office: 
714 Seneca Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y 



THE MANAGER'S CORNER 



thousands of the victims of bur- 
eaucratic vindictiveness. It is nec- 
essary to come to their assistance 
by all the possible meahs that flow 
from the situation and from our 
burning desire to save the heroic 
fighters. Fulfilling this ta=k, we 
will thereby assist the tollers of the 
Soviet Union and of the entire 
world to take a new steo forward 
•>n their road to emancipation. 
*-rt »*. TftSfj 



liraiich S in Xew York ('itj has 
exceeded its quota of new sub- 
scriptions in the present drive and 
the Halt Lake City branch is onlv 
one short in reaching it.s rpiota. In 
addition two party fractious in Xew 
York City have set an excellent 
example of how to «erure «ub-hrij>- 
tiims in a big way. The feathers' 
fraction brought in not less than 
<>'• new subs, collectively secured, 
and the fraction of WPA worker < 
f'.h'Wi'd this osiiinplc and brought 
in 30 new subs. 

Since our la.-d report we have 
thus added 123 new subscription^, 
bringing us up to a total of 44:i. 
Thi> is not so bad. Still It is le^s 
Mum half of the actual quota set. 

Again we repeat that it would 
be well for the various branches to 
make a little study of the list that 
appears below particularly those 
that are still behind their quota, 
not to mention those that have not 
jet made a start. Our advice is to 
get to work and to speed up. 

In. view of the fact that we did 
not yet reach the goal set for total 
number of new subscriptions to be 
secured, nor the total amount re- 
quired to actually launch the eight- 
page weekly it became necessary to 
hold a decision on this question in 
abeyance for a little while. 

The standing In the subscription 
campaign is as follows : 

City Quota. Turned in 

Akron, Ohio 20 9 

Albert Lea, Minn.... 10 — 

Allentown, Pa 30 — 

Austin, Minn 10 3 



Berkeley. Clil 




10 




4 


Uo-iton, Mass.; .... 




27, 




3 


Charleston, W, Va 




il 




— 


Chicago. Ill 




50 




10 


Cleveland. Ohio .. 




25 




9 


Columbus, < thio. . . 




10 




— 


Detroit, Jlicli 




125 




2 


Dickson Cltv, I'a.. 




.1 




— 


l'argo. S. Dakota. . 




10 




— 


High Point, N. C. 




IT 




— 


Kansas City, 11 o. . 




10 




o 


Los Angeles, Cal. . . 




«r. 




la 


Minneapolis, Minn 




75 




12 


Mount Carmel, Pu 




:i 




— 


Newark, N. J 




20 




4 


New Castle, Pa.. . . 




10 




— 


New Haven. Conn 




10 




1 


New York City. . . 




too 




233 


(Branch 1 


90 




78) 




(Branch 2 


40 




10) 




(Branch 3 


75 




39) 




(Branch 4 


30 




12) 




(Branch 5 


'•0 




13) 




(Branch t> 


15 




10) 




(Branch 7 


l."i 




2> 




(Branch 8 


10 




12] 




(District 


100 




109) 




Philadelphia, I'a.. 




2b 




13 






V-'i 




] 


Plenty wood, Mont. 




10 






St. Louis, Mo 




10 




1 






10 




9 


San Francisco, Cal 


. , 


20 




2 






10 




4 






5 




— 






25 




2 


Utica, N. Y 




5 




— 


Washington, D. C. 




10 




3 


Youngstown, Ohio. 




10 


. 


1 


Cities not listed 




45 




Total .... 






1,060 





42 



443 
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The Crime of 
Scottsboro 



AN EDITORIAL- 



Needle Strike Impends)] 



■pOIl the fourth time an Alabama jury has convicted Haywood Pat- 
J*- berson of a crime neither he nor any of the Scottsboro hoys com- 
mitted. This time Patterson has been given a 75-year sentence. Living 
death in an Alabama jail, the Alabama authorities seem to feel, will 
be more difficult to fight than a death sentence. Patterson, on being 
sentenced, declared : 

"I'd rather die than spend another day in jail (or something I 
didn't do." 

Attorney Samuel Leibowitz, however, "feels" that he hag won b 
victory. And Colonel W. J. Sc-hieffelin, treasurer of the Scottsboro 
Defense Committee, says that we should be thankful that Patterson's 
life has been saved ! 

We are not thankful. We do not agree with Leibowitz. We agree 
with Patterson. This sentence is worse than a death sentence. 
It is a victory for the prosecution, not for the Scottsboro boys. 
The latter are in greater danger than ever. 

On the way back to Birmingham, after all other trials had been 
postponed. Ozie Powell was framed and Shot by a guard. Powell, 
subjected to extreme provocation, is said to have scratched the guard's 
lace with a. knife. Today Powell is close to death. For him, as well 
as for the two boys In the car with .him, (here must be an uncompro- 
mising defense against the charge of assault with intent to kill which 
the State is bringing in order to discredit the boys' fight for freedom. 

The Scottsboro Defense Committee seems today to be concentrat- 
ing on the idea of getting the case into a Federal court. A number 
of Its spokesmen are arguing that Decatur juries convict because the 
jurors are afraid of their neighbors. They say that a Fedeal jury in 
Alabama will be made up of people unafraid of their neighbors. They 
say that these are "people of standing," "the best people of Alabama," 
who "want to see justice done." 

We, too, think that a fight should be made to get tiro case into a 
Federal court. iWe support the appeal to higher courts, based on the 
fact that the lynch judge of Decatur refused a change of venue and a 
transference to a Federal court. 

But not because we think "people of standing." "the best people 
of Alabama," will heed only the evidence in this case and free the 
boys. We do not support the appeal from the poor whites of. the Ala- 
bama back-country, to the cold-blooded lynch-organ leers of the Alabama 
ruling class. We put no more stock in the "fairness'' of a Federal jury 
in Alabama than in that of the Decatur jury. 

We favor going into a Federal Court only because it will then 
become possible to demand of the Federal judge a change of venue out 
of the Federal District of Northern Alabama into some other state, 
preferably a Northern state, where the Jim Crow system cannot Influ- 
ence the trial as it does in Alabama. 

To the Scottsboro Defense Committee we give this word of advice: 
Ask for a Federal trial on the grounds (hat fair juries are im- 
possible in an Alabama state court on this case. Do not proclaim 
that in a Federal court you expect a "fair jury." Should you win Ihe 
demand, you will get a jury which you will have approved in ad- 
vance, and a Federal court conviction would then silence you forever. 
There are other 'things to be said to the Committee. Elsewhere in 
these- pages is a report of the Committee's "mass meeting" in New 
York last Sunday. The sort of thing which went on there will not 
build a militant mass protest movement, a fighting defense. It can 
only weaken the defense movement at a T moment when Leibowitz, by 
refusing to recognize the defeat the boys suffered in the Patterson 
trial, is jeopardizing the future of the whole struggle. 

Only a mighty mass movement, based primarily upon labor and 
Negro organizations, following an aggressive policy, can save the 
Scottsboro boys. This is as true today as it was when first the boys 
were snatched from death by the intervention of "radicals and damned 
Yankees." 

It is time to stop making concessions to the red-baiting, Jew-bait- 
ing and Yankee-baiting of the prosecution. It is -time to stop appealing 
to patriotism and God and "the best people of Alabama." 

When be cried our against the 75-year verdict, Haywood Patterson 
showed that he still has fight left in him. When he resisted the brutal 
guard, Osier Poweil showed that he still has fight left in him. Today 
they are leading their own fight for freedom. 

Victory will come only through a militant flghU 



With unprecedented enthusiasm 
and solidarity 105,000 dressmakers 
organied in the I.L.G.W.U. are 
ready to go over the top on Satur- 
day, Feb. 1, in a general strike that 
will close down every dress shop 
in Metropolitan New York. At the 
same time, expiring agreements and 
demands for union conditions may 
also bring out 18,000 furriers, the 
entire millinery trade, and all 
building service workers of the 
garment district in the largest gen- 
eral tie-up ever known in the needle 
industry. 

Among the demands presented by 
the I.L.G.W.U. are the following: 
(1) the thirty-hour week, (2) es- 
tablishment of a labor employment 
bureau, (3) higher minimum scales, 
<4) limitation of contractors, (5) 
price settlement on jobbers' prem- 
ises, (6) the unit system of price 
settlement. 

The union is strong both in mor- 
ale and finances and for months 
has prepared carefully for the 
strike. Strike halls are ready. Hall 
committees, picket committees — the 
entire strike machine— has been 
prepared to handle the huge tie-up. 
Every member of the union, from 
the oldest member to the newest 
recruit, enters the strike with su- 
preme confidence that a satisfactory 
agreement can be won. Last min- 
ute conferences called by Mayor 
LaGuardia have, up to the moment, 
given no indication that the bosses 
can be brought to their senses 
without a strike. 

Demands put forward by the 
Furriers' Union are similar to those 
of the Dressmakers: 30-hour week, 
closed shop, division of labor, etc. 
As we write, furriers are Jamming 
the streets in front of the Cooper 
Union and Labor Lyceum an hour 



before the opening of the balls, 
eager to take part in a union rally 
in preparation for the strike. 

In the millinery trade negotia- 
tions are still proceeding and it is 
not yet clear whether the strike will 
be called February 1 or later. The 
bosses are demanding the right of 
reorganization which would be ruin- 
ous to the union. 



Troyanovsky Dodges 
Sergei Trotsky Issue 

(Editor's Note: The Internation- 
al Committee for Political Prisoners 
sent out the following release to 

city editors on Jan. 29, 1936.) 

• ~ • » 

This committee has been con- 
cerned over the disappearance in 
Soviet Russia of Leon Trotsky's 
son and daughter-in-law, Sergei 
Trotsky and his -wife, both of 
whom are said to hate been im- 
prisoned in the Soviet Union for 
some time. Inquiry has been di- 
rected to the Soviet Embassy at 
Washington, but so far no infor- 
mation has been made available 
as to their whereabouts. Young 
Trotsky is twenty-seven years oH 
and a professor. His wife is a 
librarian. Neither of them have 
ever engaged in political artivity. 

We have in our possession sev- 
eral interesting documents which 
we will be glad to release to the 
press concerning this case, and, 
if you care to get in touch with 
us in regard to the story, we will 
gladly show them to any reporter 
you care to send to our office. 
Very truly yours, 

ROGER BALDWIN, 
Chairman. 



Will the A. F. of L Split on the 
Issue of Industrial Unionism? 



■$ 



Hired Liar 
Number One 



Zeller Pamphlet Out! 



Previous announcements have 
given only a bare indication of 
tliis pamphlet at the time when 
it was on the way. It is now off 
the press. Of course, to get a 
complete view of what it con- 
tains, it is necessary to read this 
pamphlet. We on our part recom- 
mend it highly. 

Fred Zeller Is the acknowledged 
leader of the French Socialist 
youth. He was expelled from the 
Socialist youth organization by 
the agents of Leon Blum anil his 
Old Guard some lime ago, toge- 
ther with twelve other youth 
comrades. The young Socialists, 
however, remained supporters of 
the viewpoint represented by 
Fred Zeller and his co-workers. 
Fred Zeller represented the revo- 



lutionary position and he is con- 
tinuing his struggle for that posi- 
tion. How Otis struggle has been 
pursued and how comrade Zeller 
and his co-workers came to a 
revolutionary position, and came 
to be supporters of the Fourth 
International, is described in this 
little pamphlet. The introduction 
is by Leon Trotsky. 

We believe that the few words 
mentioned above is sufficient rea- 
son for our recommendation to 
all, and partculariy to revolution- 
ary Socialists, to read this pam- 
phlet. It retails at 5c a copy; 
in lots of ten or more the price 
is 3c a copy. Send your order to 
the SEW MILITANT, 55 East 
nth Street, New York, K. Y. 



TO CELEBRATE NATIONAL 
CONVENTION OF THE W. P. 

Friday Eve. leb. 28 

IRVING PLAZA HALL 

15th Street at Irving Place 
MUSIC BY 

HARLEM RYTHM MAKERS 

PROFESSIONAL ENTERTAINMENT 

REFRESHMENTS 

TICKETS IN ADVANCE 75c, AT DOOR $1 



(Continued from Page 1) 

From whom was this permission 
received ; from what person or per- 
sons? 

When was this permission grant- 
ed? What date? 

(The Tarov article and Trotsky's 
comment appeared in the NEW 
MILITANT on Oct. 19, 1935.) 

4. 'Where was this permission 
given? In the office of the New 
York American? in the office of 
the NEW MILITANT? Over the 
telephone? In a dark alley? 
Where? 
Who Sent Hearst the New Militant? 

5. Then Cullen is alleged to 
have said in reply to a question 
"as to the date of (lie NEW MILI- 
TANT from which the reprint wa<; 
raaile" : ''I don't know the date. 
We have reproduced the masthead 
of the paper and you will find the 
date there. We have only a photo- 
static copy of the masthead. We 
returned the original to them." 

No date appeared on the mast- 
head of the NEW MILITANT as 
reproduced in the N. Y. American 1 

Why didn't Budenz inform Cul- 
len of this? He knew this to be 
the fact otherwise why did he ask 
the question? There should be a 
little honor even among thieves. 
Or why doesn't Budenz inform the 
Daily Worker readers of this fact? 

Or was the NEW MILITANT 
masthead reproduced from a copy 
of the paper (as is the actual fact) 
which can be purchased on innu- 
merable newsstands Id the city? Or 
did the Daily Worker, perhaps, 
send Hearst a copy? 

But why trouble Budenz about 
such details. He earns good pay 
for every word of slander written 
against the revolutionary interna- 
tionalists. 

This creature loves the mud and 
before he gets through he wallows 
in it up to hfs neck, even attempt- 
ing to besmirch the unsullied name 
of Leon Trotsky. 

Did Trotsky Get Paid? 

He blithely asks Cullen whether 
Trotsky will get paid for the ar- 
ticles and says he received the an- 
swer: 

"That question you can't take up 
with me. I don't know. You will 
have to ask the auditor. We don't 
get anything for nothing. I as- 
sume the author will get paid for 
it — Mr. Trotzky." 

Nothing daunted our inquiring 
reporter who judges everyone else 
by his own sordid standards goes 
to the auditing department of the 
N. Y. American and says he is told 
that "genera! orders for the pay- 
ment of articles do not come 
through for about a month. We 
would not know at present if pay- 
ment were to be made or not. Even 
if we did. we could not disclose 
this Information, as it is confiden- 
tial." 

"Finally," (apparently in de- 
spair) says Budenz, "a secretary or 
other representative of Itanck (Who 
was this representative? What was 
his name? Didn't you trouble to 
find out?) as to whether the articles 
had been paid for. he replied: 'I'm 
sorry. We don't discuss such in- 
formation. It is of a confidential 
nature. We don't care to discuss 
it.' " 

Stop Crawling, Budenz I 

So you didn't get the goods on 
Trotsky, Mr. Budenz. You didn't 
get the goods because there aren't 
any! 

Don't try to crawl out from under 
by saying that "for the American 
workers the vital thing Is not 



whether or not Trotsky was paid 
by Hearst for his attacks on the 
Workers Republic and on the Com-, 
munist party." 

Yes, that is the "vital issue." 
In last week's Sunday Worker yon 
promised your readers the evidence. 
You clam to know how much Lang, 
Beal, Walker, et al were paid for 
these articles. Was Trotsky paid 
by Hearst, and how much? 

Produce the evidence or shut 
your lying mouths ! 

A Shameless Pair 
You have no evidence, if the 
truth is told. You have no more 
evidence, Budenz, than did your 
brother-in-dishonor, Moissaye .1. 
Olgin, editor of the Freiheit, when 
lie accused Lenin and Trotsky ot 
having been bought by German 
gold. 

But your motives and Olgin'sare 
the same as tie latter's in 1918: 
recruit the workers for the army of 
American imperialism and defame 
the revolutionists for • self-protec- 
tion. 

"Trotsky," says Budenz with his 
tongue in his cheek, "has already 
written for pay for equally reac- 
tionary publieat ions— the Saturday 
Evening Post and the Liberty Ma- 
gazine. " 

The Question is WHAT Not Where 
Indeed! And what of that? Bu- 
denz in his ignorance doesn't know 
— ihe isn't paid to know such things 
— that all revolutionists, Marx and 
Engel, and even some who aren't 
revolutionists like Radek and Stalin 
have written in capitalist periodi- 
cals so that their views might re- 
ceive broader publicity. 

He doesn't know that Lenin used 
the Kaiser's "sealed train" to gel 
into Russia! 

The question is not where but 
what a revolutionist writes. The 
only time the Stalinists were able 
to "prove" that Trotsky wrote 
against the Soviet Union was in 
. the case of a Polish paper which 
printed a forgery concocted by the 
G.P.U. On the other hand, every 
article written by Stalin or the 
smaller Stalins, whether they ap- 
pear in the capitalist press or the 
Daily Worker is a blow at the 
Workers' Fatherland and the work- 
ing class. A blow because they 
trample on Mars and Lenin and 
reek with patriotism. 

This latest frame-up by Budenz 
is hardly surprising. He once ad- 
vised the revolutionary movement 
to learn from the methods of the 
Fascists. 

Deny the Charges, Browder! 
Once again we accuse Stalin of 
furnishing Hearst with ammuni- 
tion against the Soviet Union by 
his ant.l-Bolshevik terror. 

In the case of the scoundrel Lang 
the Daily Worker took great p\lns 
to answer his assertions point by 
point. 

Wihy npt with Trotsky or Tarov? 
Why don't they deny the gruesome 
facts about Zlnoviev, Kamenev, 
Medvediev, Shlyapnikov or the 
Hungarian Communists or the Ju- 
goslav Communists? 

They dare not because they know 
every word to be true. 

They know from their own ex- 
perience that to Incur the slightest 
displeasure with tie Stalin clique 
in Russia means expulsion, loss of 
party Job, slander, etc. 

The Stalinists are playing with 
fire when they resort to this frame- 
up against us. 

Before the flames have died 
down they will be so deeply burned 
that every conscious worker will 
know that nothing distinguishes 
the Dally Worker from the Hearst 
press But a label — the cravens on 
both papers lie about revolution- 
ists, blackmail them and frame 
them up, and in each case it is 
done for a price. 



By ARNE SWABECK 

Reports from the Executive Coun- 
cil sessions, at Miami, Fla„ fully 
bear out the unmistakable rumb- 
lings of a conflict in the A.F. of L, 
more profound than any ever wit- 
nessed before and of far reaching 
consequences for its future. The 
A.F. of L. is approaching a crisis. 
Sooner than eould have been ex- 
pected it is coming to its crossroads 
and it must decide which way to 
go. 

The industrial union issue is now 
a matter of Intense dispute in the 
high council and may soon become 
(he axis of active struggle through- 
out the ranks of the organization. 
On the suface only this Issue ap- 
pears to be involved ; but the conflict 
that is developing goes much deep- 
er. Forms of organization, or to 
be more exact, industrial unionism 
versus craft unionism, embrace, on 
(he present-day basis of a highly 
developed industrial structure, the 
whole problem of which direction 
the movement shall take. Its at- 
titude to the most burning questions 
of the class struggle and its own 
policies and methods will be vitally 
affected by whichever of these con- 
licting forms of organization become 
predominant. 

Militants should, therefore, give 
the utmost attention to this present 
struggle in the A.F. of L. They 
should become its most active par- 
ticipants. 

Lewis Central Issue 
The Executive Council sessions 
from beginning to end, were taken 
up almost exclusively with the ques- 
tion of the Committee for Industrial 
Organization, headed by John L. 
Lewis, and related questions. Other 
matters were simply put a>ide. 
This was natural. iWhat could it 
do, for example, about the projected 
amendment to the United States 
constitution, so long as this all 
important question stared the craft 
union dignitaries in the face. The 
intensity of the debate was reflected 
in the threats of an Imminent spill 
with which the reports of the ses- 
sions are filled. 

It is stated that the craft union 
officials, led by O. A. Wharton, W. 
D. Hutcheson and Dan Tobin, de- 
manded aggressive action against 
the Lewis' committee. They are 
reported to have demanded the sus- 
pension of the eight unions whose 
representatives make up this com 
mittee. In the end, however, some- 
what more moderate counsel pre- 
vailed. A committee was designated 
to confer with the industrial union 
bloc mid report the results to the 
council sessions in May. 

A Threat to the Old Guard 
Yet, in view of. (he declaration 
adopted by. the Executive Council, 
the selection of this committee i-< 
largely perfunctory. It will have t» 
.ipproach the industrial union bloc 
with a condemnation and a demand 
for its dissolution. The lattercan- 
not be mistaken about the intent of 
ihe condemnation. Even if there 
had been no preceeding conflict 
the wording of the declaration ad 
opted leaves no room for doubt. 
The Executive Council del a red 
that: 

"...there is the growing conviction 
among an ever increasing number 
of affiliated unions and those out- 
side of the labor movement that 
the activities of this committee 
(the Lewis' committee) consti- 
tutes a challenge to the sup-emacy 
of the American Federation of 
Labor and will ultimately become 
dual in purpose and character to 
the American Federation of La 

bor." 

Further on it is stated that, "It 
is the opinion of the Executive 
Council that the committee for in- 
dustrial organization should be im- 
mediately dissolved." 

Bitter-Enders Dissent 
Tli is puts the question bluntly, 
but still not bluntly enough foi 
some of the members of the Execu 
five Council. In the voting five of 
the "bitter enders", which means 
the most conscious craft union re- 
actionaries, dissented. They said 
the declaration was "not strong 
enough" ; they wanted more drastic 
action. Open threats of secession 
by the unions they control, is re- 
ported to have been made by them, 
unless more drastic action is taken. 
And how deep- going this conflict 
really is, can perhaps best be 11 
lustrnted by the orders ■that have 
gone out from Hutche.^on's office 
instructing all carpenters local 
unions to withdraw from every city 
central labor body that indorses the 
objectives of the industrial union 
bloc. 



Miami Meet Sharpens 

Cleavage Between Old 

Guard and Lewis 



No doubt these most conscious 
craft union top officials fully com- 
prehend what is involved. In the 
Lewis' committee they see a chal- 
lenge not only to the control of 
what they consider their own special 
preserve, but also to their whole 
idea of trade unionism. No matter 
how stubborly they insist on the 
superiority of the old forms of 
organization, they are aware of the 
dynamic forces that the Industrial 
union issue may set into motion 
under present-day conditions. They 
may not be of the particularly old 
fashioned, corrupt type like Skinny 
Madden. Robert Brindell or "Um- 
brella" Mike Boyle. Nevertheless 
lliey are conscious srpporters of the 
capitalist system. That mechanical 
skil ought to have a siteeial reward 
they consider as established by 
tradition. 

Organization as Special Privilege 

In their opinion, organization is, 

therefore, to be a special privilege 

of the skilled workers and tfcey 

feel that this can best be accom 



and the common people hi tW* 
country." 

Deep Organizational Gutt 

In questions of basic class ideolo- 
gy it would be difficult to find a 
real distinction between John L. 
Lewis and his official co-workers, 
on the one hand, and Green and 
company on the other. To foeter 
illusions on this score would be 
pernicious and worthy only of the 
mealy-mouthed flunkey. But in 
questions of organizational policy 
the gulf already appears to be an 
unbridgeable one. The very exis- 
tence of the Committee for Indus- 
trial Organization, as inadvertently 
admitted by the Executive Council 
declaration, is a challenge to the 
rock-ribbed reactionary organiza- 
tion policy of the A. F. of L. A 
continuation of this committee's 
work must of necessity deepen the 
present cleavage. 

So far there has not been much 
concrete evidence of direct inter- 
vention by this committee for in- 
dustrial organization in the mass 
production industries. Neverthe- 
less, the raising of the Issue is an 
important step in itself and, as 
could be expected, a powerful re- 
sponse followed immediately. The 



pllshed in cooperation with the em- automobile workers' union wrote 
ployers, or, at least, on friendly re- ! into its constitution, contrary to A. 
lations with them. Beyond this i F. of L. decisions, a provision mak- 
their social philosophy does not ing the union industrial in charae- 
penetrate; their interest in organ- 
ization does not embrace the work 
ers as a class. They are perfectly 
contented to leave the great maw 
of production workers in the basic 
industries outside the unions. And, 
besides, the organization o* these 
workers causes the sharpest con- 
flict with the employers. 

It is true that the bosses do not 
want any union at all in the big 
■manufacturing plants. H is equally 
true that, if compelled to make 
concessions to union organization, 
they dislike to deal with a multi- 
tude of craft unions. But much 
less do they want unions with 
greater militant potentialities such 
as industrial unions, embracing all 
the workers in the plants, will 
have. On this basis the reaction- 
ary craft union top officials do not 
find it so difficult to cooperate with 
the employers. They also want to 
limit the unions to the skilled 
crafts. The right to represent the 
latter is the only concession thai 
they demand from the employers. 
And so, harmonizing their position 
iu the unions with their own basic 
concepts, they function essentially 
its agents of the employers. 



Antagonism Will Grow J 

Out of this situation arises the 
great tear of the industrial union 
issue manifested by the reactionary 
bureaucrats ;-and out of this arise 
also their furious opposition to the 
Lewis committee. It should be easy 
to foresee that in further develop 
ments of union organization, this 
opposition will tend to increase 
rather than diminish. An encour- 
agement given to industrial union 
organization will immediately in- 
spire them to greater resistance 
against the onslaughts of the em- 
ployer and equip the whole work- 
ing class with a more effective 
weapon of resistance than the craft 
unions can" give. 

Out of this develops also the 
much more fundamental issues in 
the present cleavage in the A. F. 
of L. leadership. In every respect 
this will tend to increase and shar- 
pen the present conflict. The dyed- 
in-the-wool craft union chiefs will 
be compelled to lean ever more 
upon the bosses and upon the in- 
struments of the capitalist state for 
support to stem the tide. 

Pressure on Lewis 

On the other hand the leaders in 
the industrial union bloc will most 
likely find themselves compelled to 
lean ever more upon the workers 
who are actually set into motion 
for industrial unionism and who 
also demand democratic unions with 
au aggressive policy of organization. 
Tluwe workers who are in motion, 
and whose ranks are sure to in- 
crease, will press the issue for war J 
and exert their pressure on the 
Committee for Industrial Organiza- 
tion. It will be increasingly more 
difficult for the latter to retreat 
at the same time as it. will be ex- 
tremely difficult for the reaction- 
ary bureaucrats to accept a com- 
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promise on this issue. What can 
be expected is, therefore, a sharp- 
ening of the present conflict all 
along the line. 

John L. Lewis, in answer to the 
Executive Council condemnation, 
has already indicated that the 
Committee for Industrial Organiza- 
tion will continue with its program. 
With his characteristic scorn for 
the Council, he said : "The moun- 
tain has labored and brought forth 
a mduee." He added: 

"After alt the rumblings and 
convulsions at Miami foV a week 
past, the unorganized workers of 
the country had a right to expect 
thai the A. F. of L,, in ite own 
interest, would extend a sympa- 
thetic hand of assistance rather 
tftan a churlish denunciation of 
these organizations in the feder- 
ation which are trying construc- 
tively to help the cause of labor 



ter. In this field there is a defi- 
nitely growing clamor for an all- 
inclusive industrial union in which 
the independent unions may merge. 
Representatives of the radio work- 
ers' federal locals intimated to thi* 
Executive Council meeting that 
secession from the A. F. or L. may 
follow rejection of their, demand 
for an industrial union charter. 
Nevertheless it was rejected. 

On the whole, there is ample evi- 
dence throughout the country thai 
the demand for industrial unionism 
is beginning to take on the form 
of a movement Such a movement 
will be distinctly progressive in 
character. It will give a stimulus 
to new and greater struggles and 
it will provide a fertile field for 
the advancement of revolutlonary 
ideas of policy and methods of 
working class organization. This 
particular fact will undoubtedly 
exert its influenc in a fundamental 
sense upon the present conflict in 
Ihe A. F. of L. 

The Possibilities of Split 

It may be entirely premature to 
speak of ths probability of a split 
in the A. F. jf L. in the sense that 
the report from the Ezecutve 
Council sesh.ons do. While one 
cannot lose sight of the fact that 
the A. F. of L. is purely a volun- 
tary federation of completely auto- 
nomous unions, and while seces- 
sion of some of these unions, some- 
times more than one at a time, 
have taken place before, they have 
occurred usually over purely juris- 
dictional disputes leading to a 
separation of a purely temporary 
nature. In such cases the secession 
did not carry the stigma of dual 
unionism ; nor would the A. F. of 
L. undertake to organize rival un- 
ions In the place of those that 
withdrew from Its ranks. An actual 
secession movement in this present 
situation, or a split arising out of 
this present conflict and around 
the present issues in dispute would 
be far more profound in its nature 
and in its implications for the fu- 
ture. Inevitably the result would 
be two rival movements struggling 
for supremacy. 

Horse-and-Buggy Age Over 

While a split of this nature in 
the A. F. of L. may not be an im- 
mediate probability, it cannot be 
denied that all the implications 
leading In this directios are already 
at hand. The choice, however, is 
essentially with the officials, who. 
are in control of affairs of the A 
F. of L. They cannot hejp but sec 
the handwriting on the wall. They 
have the choice of changing, find 
adjusting the federation to the re 
quirements of modern condition; 
and to the needs of the masses «r 
to give way to other forces eapabfc- 
of undertaking such a task. 

The issue of industrial unionism 
is now of paramount importance. 
It grows out of the needs of the 
working class and once its real im- 
portance is fully appreciated it can 
become the vehicle for the revital- 
ization of the whole labor move- 
ment. The moods of the masses is 
changing. The masses seek organ- 
ization and they seek to utilize 
their organizations as instruments 
of struggle for their own class ends. 
In this respeet there are now the 
most favorable opportunities avail- 
able. 



If tha Committee for Industrial 
Organization stands its ground In 
this present conflict a first and most 
important step can be accomplished. 
It can become an instrument to- 
ward the creation of a genuinely 
progressive movement in the trade 
unions. This is today an impera- 
tive necessity and an absolute pre- 
requisite. Once this genuine pro- 
gressive movement Is finally estab- 
lished there need be no fear of the 
consequences of any position taken 
by the reactionary A. F. of L. top 
leaders, be it ever so hostile. 
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Milliners 
Stoppage 
Settled 

Trimmers Suffer Cut As 
Contract Is Made Be- 
hind Closed Doors 



As we go to .press some of the 
millinery workers In New York are 
returning to their shops, while 
others await orders from the union 
and the settlement committee. 

About 15,000 ladies bead wear 
workers filed out yesterday morn- 
ing from the uptown, midtown and 
downtown shops in a stoppage 
called by the anion here. Two balls 
were ailed 60 capacity. 

The milliner;' workers had a pre- 
limiaary shake-up a few months 
ago when the manufacturers threat- 
ened the union with a general lock- 
out Since then a number of size- 
able concerns left New Tori, there- 
by swelling the ranks of the unem- 
ployed. Because of the general 
scarcity of work and the unprece- 
dented number of unemployed there 
was a deep-going interest in tbe ne- 
gotiations and in the agreement. 
Trimmers Lose Out 

Agreements were signed with two 
associations and many independent 
shops. The settlements involved the 
following branches : operators, 
blockers, cutters and trimmers. Tie 
conditions of the first three branch- 
es remained the same as In the old 
agreement while the trimmers who 
constitute a majority in the trade 
lost one fourth of an hour in over- 
time pay. 

The administration of the Millin- 
ery Union greeted the membership 
to an original method of procedure. 
There wasn't a single provision 
made for discussion of the agree- 
ment before ratification, either at 
the chairmen and chairladies meet- 
ing of two weeks ago, or at the 
two general membership meetings 
011 February 4. A. new method of 
bureaucratic control over ;i union! 

There were many dissenting 
voices among the trimmers who 
suffered by the compromise with 
the manufacturers. Kven during 
the life of the NliA. the trimmers 
received time-and-a-half for over- 
time. Now with tiie union agree- 
ment they are entitled to only 25 
cents extra per hour for overtime. 
But they were submerged by a well- 
organized and well-oiled bureaucra- 
tic machine. 

Another NBA 

The orations of the officers of the 
union, including President Zaritsky, 
were petty, superficial and primari- 
ly shop talk. They lacked inspira- 
tion and fighting spirit. Zaritsky's 
announcement about his new crea- 
tion of a "union NRA" fell flat. 
Nobody was interested, and why 
should they be? One lesson the 
millinery workers have long ago 
learned: whatever they get will be 
only through their own organized 
effort and not because of any out- 
side force or benevolent individuals. 
The president called his latest cre- 
ation a "Gentlemen's Board' con- 
sisting of two "liberal" and "hon- 
est" men, who previously served on 
a Labor Relations Board, and one 
professor, who is all good inten- 
tions. 

In spite of all these shortcomings, 
the stoppage had a number of ad- 
vantages. First and foremost— the 
display of organized strength of the 
millinery workers. This union 
doesn't make a practice of calling 
regular membership meetings, ninss 
meetings or any other kind of col- 
lective demonstration. The revi- 
sion of the conditions in the shops 
brought to the surface many evils 
existent therein, and emphasized 
the need of more attention and 
stricter control. It gave the work- 
ers a new start to begin a drive 
for the improvement of working 
conditions. It undoubtedly created 
a spirit of closer cooperation be- 
tween the different branches that 
work side by side in the shops. 
They Will Organize 

These scattered voices who 
were unable to make their opposi- 
tion heard or felt in this stoppage 
will eventually combine in an or- 
ganized force to light against the 
undemocratic methods of the lead- 
ership of the Millinery Union. They 
will find a way to voice their opin- 
ions during the life of the agree- 
ment, when it is under considera- 
tion and even during a stoppage. or 
a strike. 

It is interesting to note that the 
nominal opposition that has existed 
for the last few years in the mil- 
linery trade under the name "Rank 
and File Committee" (a Stalinist 
stooge organization) which in the 
"third period" called for strikes 
over the heads of the officialdom, 
could not be heard even in whispers 
during this stoppage. 
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Furriers 
Strike Is 
Scotched 

Gold Forces Wretched 

Agreement on Union 

No Closed Shop 



By j. RABiNowrrz 

'Hie Tjew agreement signed be- 
tween the Furriers union and the 
employers in New York clearly re- 
vealed that the only concern of the 
Stalinists in the leadership of the 
anion is "respectability," to curry 
favor with the A. F. of L. bureau- 
crats and the bosses even at the 
price of sacrificing the last pre- 
tense of struggle. 

Surrenders Cfesed ffliop 

The union has surrendered its 
demand lor a closed shop, entitling 
the bosses to Are workers after the 
sis months of equal division of 
work, in aaaifion $he demand for 
a labor bureau was abandoned, 
which empowers fhe boss to hire 
whomever he chooses, A major 
<coTN»66lan was made when the 
clause in the last agreement, pro- 
viding for an unemployment Insur- 
ance fund, paid for by the bosses 
and administered by the union, 
was completely omitted In the new 
agreement. 

The agreement provides for a ten 
percent wage Increase, equal divi- 
sion of -work for six months of the 
year, no flring of shop chairmen 
before March 1, 1937, only two 
bosses to be permitted to work in 
the shop, agreement to be binding in 
case of removal of firm from the 
city, equal wages for women. 

Compared with conditions pre- 
vailing in. other sections of the 
needle industry, this agreement is 
the worst. Furthermore, this agree- 
ment was signed at the very time 
the I.L.G.W.U. is fighting for a re- 
newal of its own contract. A very 
encouraging token, indeed, for the 
dross bosses in their present con- 
flict with their own worker.". The 
bosses could desire no better nego- 
tiator -for" the workers than Hen 
Gold. 

The furriers have written many 
heroic pages in the struggle for 
union conditions, enjoying the iie-f 
conditions in the needle industry 
until internal strife and division in 
the ranks destroyed a considerable 
lwrt of their past gains. Rut with 
the union reunited, it was the hope 
of the furriers that the time had 
come to wage a determined light 
for the closed shop and for condi- 
tions that would at least equal the 
standards of the other needle trades 
unions. lint the policy of struggle 
is today alien to the Stalinists who 
now head the union. 

The Pot of Gold 

In presenting the agreement to 
the membership meeting held at 
Mecca Temple on Tuesday, Feb. 4, 
Sen Gold brought all his demagogic 
tricks Into play to make the fur- 
( Continued on Page 4? 



700 in N. Y. Mass Meet 
Protest Stalin's J error 



Vote for Resolution Calling for Committee To Probe 
Charges Made by Ciliga and Tarov 



NEW YORK. Feb. 2.— A packed 
hall of over 700 people in Irving 
Plaza roared an enthusiastic "Aye" 
to a resolution protesting Stalin's 
anti-Bolshevik repressions and call- 
ing for a committee to investigate 
the Daily Worker frame-up against 
the NEW MILITANT and Leon 
Trotsky. 

With the same overwlielroing .ap- 
proval the audience endorsed the 
.vending of a cablegram of solidarity 
and confidence in its name to com- 
rade Leon Trotsky in view of fhe 
slanderous charges made against 
him in the Stalinist scandal sheet. 

The speakers at this meeting, 
comrades Cannon and Huste, caHed 
to protest Stalin's terror in the 
Soviet Union, lashed out against 
the murderous treatment accorded 
to Bolshevik -Leninists and the at- 
tempt to cover it up in the D. S. 
by a miserable frame-up. 

A. J. Muste, In a stirring talk, 
answered objections made by many 
uninformed workers who eweede 
the truth of our exposures of the 
Stalin clique but who believe Hie 
publication of such facts has a de- 
leterious effect on the Soviet Union 
itself. He pointed to the method 
employed by reactionary trade un- 
ion bureaucrats who accuse pro- 
gressives of Injuring the trade 
unions by making known the crimes 
and misrule of the leading cliques. 
"Stop the persecutions." Muste 
urged, "and you will thereby de- 
prive the capitalist press of ammu- 
nition against the Workers' Repub- 
lic." 

He wiis followed by comrade 
James P. Cannon who explained 
the fundamentals of the Soviet 
state as the greatest labor organ- 
ization in the world, flayed the de- 
struction of the Communist party, 
the Soviets and the trade unions 
and the (lege n oration introduced 
into it by the Stalinist bureaucracy. 
Comparing the revolutionary mea- 
sures of self -protection utilized un- 
der Lenin witii the reactionary 
terror of Stalin under which tin- 



best revolutionists are hounded, 
jailed, tortured and exiled, he ex- 
claimed "Stalin is destroying the 
Russian revolution for there can be 
no revolution without ' revolution- 
ists.'' But police terror can never 
vanquish the great ideas of Lenin- 
ism, he concluded, ''they live on in 
the prisons, the solitary confinement 
oeBs .and Siberian exile!" Pro- 
longed cheering and applause 
greeted the conclusion of the speech 
and the meeting ended with the 
singing of the Internationale. 

The following is the resolution 
adopted : 

'We, over 700 New York work- 
ers in mass meeting assembled, 
vigorously protest against the 
frightful hounding of revolution- 
ists by the Stalin bureaucracy in 
the Soviet Union; 

"We declare that the terror 
campaign against the true defen- 
ders of the Soviet Union seriously 
undermines the workers' state 
and aids the forces of counter- 
revohrfiom; 

**We call for ttie immediate ces- 
sation *f these persecutions and 
the release ef all revolutionists 
now In Stalin's Siberia; 

"We protest the dastardly at- 
tempt of the Daily Worker to 
cover up this repression by link- 
ing the great eo- worker of Lenin, 
Leon Trotsky, with the reaction- 
ary Hearst; 

"We add our voices to the re- 
quest that Roger Baldwin under- 
take the formation of a commit- 
tee for an investigation of the 
charges of the Daily Worker 
against Leon Trotsky and the 
NEW MILITANT; 

"We, furthermore, call upon ail 
genuine supporters of the Soviet 
Union, workers end intellectuals, 
to support the demand for an in- 
ternational investigation by an 
accepted pro-Soviet committee of 
the charges of Tarov and Ciliga 
concerning Stalin's a nti -Bolshevik 
repressions." 
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Motor Products Strike 
Enters its Third Month 



Detroit Auto Workers Battle Bravely Against Motor 
Dynasty, Police Terror, Dillon Sabotage 

DETROIT, Jan. 30.— The strike in Detroit at the Motor Products 
plant is entering into its third month. This , desperate battle, beginning 
as a controversy over wages, has developed into an epic struggle to 
conquer (the right to unionism in the automobile industry. 

Tlie class-conscious automobile manufacturers saw the threatening 
danger facing all of them if the strike proved successful, and with- 
out a moment's hesitation or delay .'S 1 



NEXT WEEK! 



Two highly important articles, 
one by Leon Trotsky and another 
by A. Tarov, dealing with the 
Bolshevik-Leninists In the Soviet 
Union, will appear in the next 
issue of the SEW MILITANT. 

The article by comrade Trotsky 
is one of the most heartening and 
inspiring that has come from his 
pen on the Soviet Union in recent 
times. In it he takes the figures 
printed in the Russian Stalinist 
press on the recent party "cleans- 
ing" in the Soviet Union and sub- 
mits them to a searching analy- 
sis. His conclusions, after re- 
moving every possible charge of 
exaggeration or partiality, prove 
that the Bolshevik-Leninists In 



the Soviet Union have become :> 
mass force and at tiie same time 
the biggest and most tested sec- 
lion of the Fourth International. 
The new article by Tarov gives 
further information on the con- 
ditions of the Bolshevik-Leninists 
in exile and prison in the Soviet 
Union, the names of the most out- 
standing personalities and a vivid 
narration of Tarov 's escape over 
the border. 

Watch for the next issue! Or-. 
der extra copies and bundles in 
advance! Make sure that this 
issue of the paper finds its way 
into the hands of alt our friends 
and sympathizers! 



HunyerStalksPoorTexasFarms 
As Roosevelt Plans Take Effect 



*- 



(Special to the ?fe w Militant) 
By JAMES EVANS 

DALLAS. Tex.— The farmers of 
this the lending agricultural state 
sire becoming virtual serfs with land 
rentals sky-rocketing. Roosevelt's 
Tropic A may have been dispatched 
neatly, after it had served its origi- 
>al purpose of helping to put capital- 
ism on its feet. But the AAA back- 
fire is evident in the spectacle of 
homeless families trudging the 
road-s, and of abandoned sehoolhous- 
es in once populous communities. I 
have seen barefooted children, hitch- 
hiking with their parents on the 
cold roads, begging scraps of food 
at hot dog stands — wandering con- 
tinually until they meet eventual 
death from starvation. 

While Roosevelt, Bnnkhead, and 
Wallace seek means to pay benefits 
due to landlords, the tenant farm- 
ers and the small owners are being 
turned adrift like abandoned mules, 
la every county, there is a frantic 
struggle to rent any land that has 
not been retired from cultivation — 
on whatever terms the landlords 
may care to offer. These gentle- 
men are demading enormously in- 
creased payments and crop shares 
before they will sign any contracts. 
Two Generations 
In Crosby county, on the South 
Plains, more than 250 families are 
without farms or any other pros- 
pects of making livings for the com- 
ing season. The farmers of this 
area experienced drought on top of 
the AAA during 1934. When the 
western part of the state wa3 opened 



for settlement, a generation ago, the [ since 
original agrarians were induced to 
emigrate by the railroad companies 
who promised them cheap land. 
Manfully, they fought the ranch 
owners who wished io preserve the 
region for grazing purposes. Year 
after year, they cultivated the soil 
and developed it into an important 
farming territory. Now, the second 
generation finds itself dispossessed 
and penniless. 

Those who migrate to the cities 
find neither jobs nor relief awaiting 
them. Realtors arc taking advant- 
age of the heavy influx to raise the 
house rentals: and, in one town of 
which I know, it lias become almost 
impossible to find any vacant dwell- 
ings. In other towns, old houses 
are being torn down both to 
discourage emigration and to 
exact higher rents from employed 
workers. Over one thousand houses 
have been destroyed in the city of 
Wichita Falls alone. Homeless crop- 
pers, stranded on the outskirts of 
the larger places, are building squa- 
lid "tent cities" and living from 
putrid deposits of garbage. 
Unspeakable Misery 

In many cases, rural families are 
being forced to "double up" with 
relatives .who have not yet been 
evicted. When it is recalled that 
Southern rural families are general- 
ly large and -that the diets are gen- 
erally Inadequate, one can visualize 
the. intensified misery that comes 
from this forced adjustment. Fif- 
teen or twenty people may be found 
living in some three -room shanty. 



the advent of Roosevelt II. 
It would be rather surprising if 
pellagra and tuberculosis did not 
show marked increases because of 
this crowding of large numbers into 
insufficient accomodations. 

The small farmers are in the 
position of fowls with their heads 
already laid on the blocks. Jinny 
of them had been counting on the 
AAA benefits to settle their debts, 
although their tenant neighbors 
never had much ground for such 
illusions. Since tiie suspension of 
the AAA the bankers and merchants 
have descended upon these small 
farmers like packs of wolves. The 
official farm debt conciliation com- 
mittees are collapsing because the 
farmers have demanded that the 
committeemen pay less attention to 
fhe interests of debtors. The com- 
mittee chairmen, generally lawyers, 
are now insisting that the farmers 
arrange "individual settlements'' of 
their debts. A group of farmers in 
Rains county fell for this line, only 
to be foreclosed upon collectively. 
To date, there have been no "pen- 
ny sales" conducted by the farmers 
themselves, as in the West and 
Middle West. But the Southern 
Tenant Farmers Union is constantly 
increasing its membership in Tex- 
as, with the locals meeting under- 
ground in the Black Belt. The 
Texas histories do not mention the 
fact, but this state has witnessed 
an unbroken series of agrarian 
struggles, characterized by the 
usual brutality of landlords toward 
tenants. 



the "big three" declared a truce and 
banded together with the independ- 
ents to destroy the common foe. 
Ford ordered new dies made for 
instrument panels to relieve the 
Motor Products management of any 
embarassment because of the strike. 
Hudson began using mouldings 
from scab shops; Packards used 
rolling machines moved over from 
the Motor Products plant, etc. 
Motor Barons Unyielding 
The automobile barons, determin- 
ed that their industry shall not be 
tainted with any part of unionism, 
resorted to the most violent methods 
to crush the strike and stamp out 
with iron any hopes the automobile 
workers may harbor about organ- 
izing. Five days after the strike 
was called, the Motor Products Co. 
joined the National Metal Trade 
Association. The Motor Products 
firm, it is reliably reported, has 
been heavily subsidized hy Chrysler 
and Ford since the inception of the 
sti-ike, with the latter directing the 
strategy of the manufacturers move- 
ments. The "line 1 ' is the familiar 
one lie employed in the controversy 
with Genera! Johnson during the 
golden days of the Blue Ragle: — 
Don't talk, don't ;mswei* ijm-stions, 
don't negotiate with anybody — Just 

old on tight and keep things in your 
own hands. The two federal con- 
ciliators sent in by th,.' Department 
of Labor were given the r una round 
until they threw up their hands in 
despair and left for Washington : 
absolutely no negotiations have been 
countenanced since the N.M.T.A. 
lias taken over the reins. The man- 
ufacturers are simirfy "ignoring" 
the strike. 

\n Augury of Future Battles 

Concomitant!, they have un- 
leashed fhe most violent terror 
seen in Detroit since the Ford mass- 
acre 5 years ago. An imposing army 
of mounted police, squad cars and 
motor cycle details patrol the plant 
gates daily, harass and attack the 
strikers in an attempt- to break 
their spirit and crush their morale. 
The mounted police enter inside the 
plant gates; the squad cars carry 
the scabs to work and police are 
stationed in the plant proper to 
browbeat and terrorize the scabs 
working inside! Mayor Couzens 
insists the reign of terror is necess- 
ary for the preservation of peace. 

This pioneering skirmish in the 

groat straggle to establish auto 

unionism, furnishes ;i foretaste of 

what ferocious labor struggles awail 

(Continued on Page 2) 



Rubber Baron 

Grants Union 

Demands 

"Sit- Down" ProtcH over 

Discharge Forces 

Reinstatement 



Green Succeeds Where 

Bosses and Tear-Gas 

Were Powerless 



By JACK WILSON 

AKRON', Ohio, Jan. 31.— Fear 
(hat a virtual strike of 2,500 work- 
ers since Tuesday noon would 
spread throughout its plants caused 
the Firestone tire company here to 
accede suddenly to union demands 
today and brought complete victory 
to rubber workers in their first 
major open clash with the company. 

The immediate issue which in- 
censed workers and led to the re- 
fusal to operate their machines 
Tuesday was the lay-off for a week 
of a unionist. Clay Dick, because he 
had a scrap with a "pace" maker 
of his department one night out- 
side the plant. 

It was the spark that flamed into 
open defiance the smouldering re- 
sentment of workers which has in- 
creased in bitterness during the past 
two months as speed-up attempts 
and wage cuts made inroads into 
the plant. 

Tirebuilders in Dept. 10-b and 
17-b who are the heart of the pro- 
duction system, spontaneously with- 
out any leadership sat down at their 
machines, stopping all production of 
tin's until the unionist was reinstat- 
ed. 

Workers Sit Tight 

The mass protest caught both the 
company and the union leaders un- 
awares. When shift changing time 
came nt >'i \>- m. and the workers re- 
fused to leave the factory, word 
was passed around of the seriousness 
of the situation. 

Xight workers coining to the 
plant joined in the movement and 
likewise sal down at the tirebuild- 
ing machines. Meanwhile, the mill- 
ing rooms, and other departments 
whose work leads up to the actual 
building of the tires were forced 
to shut-down. 

The effect of rhe action is com- 
parable to the effect of the closing 
of the Toledo Chevrolet transmission 
(Continued on Page 2) 



Labor Skate Disbands Militant 
San Diego City Labor Council 



By Richard Fraser 

SAN DIEGO, Calif., Feh.2, 1936— 
The San Diego Labor movement 
during the past few weeks has been 
suffering from a severe attack of 
growing pains. Joseph Casey. Pac- 
ific Coast A. F. of I.. Organizer, top 
bureaucrat, is the principle pain. 
Arriving in town three weeks ago 
lie proceeded, as an opener, to dis- 
solve on a technicality the entire 
Labor Council during its weekly 
session on Jan. 15. 

Since that time there has been 
coraplefe chaos throughout the local 
labor movement due to the bureau- 
cratic gangsterism used by William 
Green's latest "personal represent- 
ative, Casey, in his attempt to break 
i-p the Federated Trades Council. 
Progressives Gain Control 

Through a gradual process the 
more progressive elements have 
been shifting into the Federated 
Trades Council until last Fall they 
were able to muster an overwhelm- 
ing majority in the election, sweep- 
ing out the reactionary control. At 
the State Convention of the A. F. 
of L. held here last Fall the dele- 
gates from San Diego unions almost 



to a ma stood solidly with ihe bloc 
which raised a cry for industrial 
unionism that was hear throughout 
the A. F. of I„ Harry Nteiumefz. 
of the Teachers Union was install- 
ed as the progressive President of 
the local Federated Council. .Shut 
that time there has been a constant 
organizational drive which had 
many of the elements of an authen 
tic left wing movement. 
And then came Cssey ! 
This attack is the continuation 
of a vicious campaign of reaction 
ary bureaucrats against Progress 
Ives started*;! short time ago by 
Green through his agent, Meyer 
Lewis, in his attempted" purge" o 
fhe militant Minneapolis Unions 
The next point of attack is the Wes 
Coast where the voice of the rank 
and file is beginning to be heard 
The San Diego Federated Trades 
Council and the West Const locab 
of the Seamen's Union are lielng 
attacked simultaneously. 

An Open Shop Town 

San Diego is a notoriously open 

shop town, the boast' of the Chambei 

of Commerce to Eastern iudustrtal- 

( Continued on Page 2) 



BULLETIN 
Maintaining his San Fransisco 
strikebreaking record, William 
Green stepped iuto the Pekin strike 
in order to club it over the head. 
A representative of Green persuad- 
ed or coerced the unions to call off 
the strike before an agreement 
could be reached in the distillery 
strike. It goes without saying, that 
Police Chief Donahue, the Mayor 
and the employers were overjoyed. 
* » * 

February 5. 193G. 

Pekin adds its name to San 
Francisco and Terre Haute, t» si 
new tradition and weapon of Amer- 
ican labor forged in recent years — 
the general strike. 

This small mid-western city (pop- 
ulation 17,000) on the outskirts of 
the Illinois coal fields Is feeling the 
power of aroused and enraged 
workingmen. 

Industrial paralysis grips ttw ■ 
town. Nothing moves, plants artt* 
shut down, stores and banks are 
closed. The streets are deserted. A 
new power is superseding the cap- 
italist city administration— the gen 
eral strike committee which gives 
"permission'' as to what necessi- 
ties, milk and fuel are to be deliv- 
ered, which closes down drug stores 
and "allows" pharmaceutical de- 
partments to fill out prescriptions. 

The workers of Pekin, and 
through them the workers of the 
rest of tiie country, will begin to 
grasp the might of organized labor. 
More than that, they will begin to 
see in vague outlines the workers' 
government of the future. 
Causes of the Strike 
The general strike at Pekin grew 
out of the soil of economic and po- 
litical conditions. As far back as 
August of last year a conflict en* 
sued between the union and em- 
ployers at. the American Distilling 
Company over the firing of a union 
engineer. A strike followed and 
the struggle simmered until about 
a week ago when Chief of Police 
Harry Donahue and his deputies 
hurled tear gas into the picket line 
before the plant. 

Labor solidarity rose to counter 
the attack. The Pekin Trades and 
Labor assembly protested the strike- 
breaking efforts of -Mayor W. K. 
Schnrmau for his "settlement'' ef- 
forts and demanded fhe removal of 
the chief of police. Failure to com- 
ply with those demands brought on 
the strike. 

Braving the sub-zero weather, 
crews of pickets are patrolling the 
city, enforcing the closure order on 
shops and plants and preventing 
unauthorized deliveries. The strike 
ranks are swelling: 600 workers at 
the Corn Products Refining Co. 
voted to join the general strike; 
pickets prevented the night shift 
from entering the Fleishman plant 
—the manager yelled out but he 
wa.s powerless against the worker*' 
determination. 

looking for Piug-lgUes 
Donahue is at his wits end in 
seeking devices to break the strike. 
Tiie forces of the Tmdos and Labor 
Assembly, militant ;mri aggressive, 
admittedly oimiuiiihcr and out- 
weigh tho- 1 ! 1 of the police dejiart- 
men t . 

"What this town needs," he says 
;,-■• s (l liuiny reactionaries have said 
before him. "is a vigilante commit- 
tee of about 100 tough citizens." 
Unfortunately, the underworld of 
Pekin, 111., has not yet reached the 
proportions of that <it Chicago or 
St. Louis, otherwise Donahue would 
have found comrades to enforre 
"law and order" for him. 

Meanwhile in Peoria, seven mile- 
away, where negotiations have 
failed, seven companies of militia- 
men have been held iu readiness 
for several days awaiting a call to 
go into Pekin to break the strike. 

Why the hesitancy? Is it because 
the authorities believe the very 
presence of armed men in Peoria 
would over-awe the strikers? Or 
do they fear a reception for the 
militia such as was accorded them 
in Toledo a year and a half ago? 
Or are they awaiting a convenient 
provocation, some frame-up insti- 
gated by the chief of police? 

Whatever the reason may bp. tiie 
delay in sending the troops to Pekin 
is testimony to the power of the 
general strike and a sign of the 
combustibility of the labor situa- 
tion which the bosses and authori- 
ties fear to ignite. 
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The Wolf at the MiHionaire'i Door 



THE POOR RICH 



By JOHN G. WRIGHT 

Business is picking up again . . . 
where it left off when last heard 
from just before tie nose-dive into 
the misery and privations of the 
last six years. 

With millions unemployed, fac- 
tories shut down, bankruptcy 
abroad, the farmers pauperized, etc. 
Great Truths remained unspoken. 
It was forgotten that thlB was the 
best of all possible worlds; that 
the rich begot profits as a reward 
for their initiative, honesty and 
diligence while the poor got all that 
was coming to them for being lazy, 
for cultivating vices instead of vir- 
tues, and their incapacity to seize 
an opportunity to rise in the world. 
Business' great service to Human- 
ity was forgotten. All of its self- 
sacrifice and nobility. All of its 
toil and tribulations. Ail forgotten! 
The Unkind Era 
Demagogues sang a different tune 
to the millions out of work, and 
the millions being pauperized. Fal- 
lacy after fallacy was propagated. 
A New Deal was dangled before 
those who thought they suffered 
from the Old Deal. A lot of un- 
kind things were said about Busi- 
ness. But that was long, long ago. 
The demagogues have done their 
ifvork, kept the people amused with 
promises to inalce them forget how 
they were being squeezed until 
profits could start rolling In again. 
Now it seems that profits are actu- 
ally ro-'ling in- Business, so long 
hi thr background, is raising its 
voice again to tell all the Bill 
Jorfjses, Smiths and you and me 
■who have been deluded by dema- 
• rogues just where we are, and 
where we get off. 

By way of inaugurating the new 
year and the "new era," the New 
York Sun lets loose the Voice of 
Business in a monster Special Is- 
sue. On page 2 of this issue we are 
reminded of the Supreme Truth of 
Business: 

**IP« Your Own Fault" 
"You and I know from actual 
experience that nine out of ten of 
the poor . . . remained so because 
of their refusal to accept their 
opportunities and because of their 
own vices. We know that nine 
out of every ten, rich, middle 
class or poor, who have made a 
go of things have done so because 
of their Initiative and honesty." 

During the depression a fallacy 
became widespread that an insigni- 
ficant minority of the rich owned 
the world, keeping the millions of 
Bill Joneses to starve and slave in 
it. A most dangerous fallacy- So 
(he very first article is entitled: 
"Two Percent Control the 
Wealth! What of It— If They 

Dor 

This article reminds and teaches 
Bill Jones not only about the moral 
abyss between the rich and the 
poor, but also about "the wide dis- 
tinction between control and own- 
ership" or, as the subtitle reads: 
"He Learns, Too. Where Billions 
Grow and Who Gets Them." 

There is a "great difference" be- 
tween control and ownership. Yes, 
indeed. Two percent only "control" 
the wealth of this country. What 
could be more democratic than such 
control? One "controller" for every 
fifty "recipients"! That's better 
than in the army, to say nothing 
about jails. This two percent makes 
billions sprout and passes them out 
fo the Bill Joneses (that's anony- 
mous for you and me). On page 2, 
Business supplies ,1 chart which 
proves it, and on page 'i. Mr. P. S. 
Arkwright blurts it out in so many 
words : 

Bill Jones Gets Every Nickel 
"Another oft repeated fallacy Is 
that 'the workers' share of the 
national income has been steadily 
decreasing.' This, too, is untrue. 
The workers' share in the nation- 
al income moved from 38% in 
1850 fo 65% in 1«)29. In 1931 
and 1932, It equalled 75% to 80% 
of the income actually produced, 
and was even more in the case of 
manufacturing and related indus- 
tries. . . ." 
There you have it in black and 
white. Business makes billions grow 
only in order (o distribute them to 
the poor. laxy, vicious and other- 
wise immoral working men. Well, 
indeed, can the spokesmen for 
business fling hack in the teeth of 
its maliguers the charge that Busi- 
ness, :i two percent minority, runs 
the twin try iw it suits its purposes 
and interest!*. There are charts 
and speeches and articles by the 
score to prove the virtue of Busi- 
ness. And to top it all. Business 
gets lew and less for its remark- 
able '•control" of the country's 
wealth : 

The Poor Rich 
"Another oft repeated fallacy is 
that corporation profits increase 
faster than workers' wages. This 
is likewise untrue. . . ." (p. 3) 

II is untrue that the poor are 
getting poorer and the rich richer. 
Mr. Arkwright lias statistics to 
prove that it is the rich who arc 
getting poorer, while the poor get 
nil (or ulmost all) the billions. 

During the depression a great 
ado was made about profits. You'd 
think there was nothing hut profit 
for capitalists. As a matter of fact 
the "nominal ownership of capital" 
hardly pays at all. Profits are 
largely a myth. Bill .Tones docs not 
know this. Of course not. Bill is 
not only immoral and lazy but ig- 
norant to boot. But Prof. Ailyn 



Young, a great man and scholar, 
knows all about profit and loss. 
And Business agrees with Prof. 
Young, and vice versa: 

"Prof. Ailyn Young, on& of our 
greatest, economists, used to say 
that he doubted whether, taking all 
enterprise together, there was such 
a thing as profit; that losses 
equaled profit over a reasonable 
rate of interest" (page 5). 
Losses for Bosses 

Thus, business makes billions 
grow where only grass grew previ- 
ously ; Business passes the billions 
on to the Joneses, and gets nothing 
In the end for it. . . . Hard to be- 
lieve, harder to understand, but 
there it is. The New York Sun has 
a whole issue that proves it. There 
are charts testifying to it. Profes- 
sor Young says so. Experience ver 
ifies it. Take the case of the 
Chrysler Corporation. On page 40, 
this great corporation submits a 
public account of how It grew bil- 
lions for a period of ten years, and 
what happened to these billions. 
Labor got billions in wages. Busi- 
ness got millions in profits, and in 
the end Chrysler's losses just about 
equalled the profit. 

Statistics are very complicated 
and boring, hut statistics prove this 
to the hilt. 

Chrysler's Misfortune 

In ten years the Chrysler Cor- 
poration grew two and a half bil- 
lion dollars; and today it hasn't a 
penny of it left. It was all distrib- 
uted. And here is how : 

1) $1,790,000,000 went for ma- 
terials, general expenses and adver- 
tising. "The greater part <of this 
amount) went into jobs and wages 
of workers in industries supplying 
the automobile manufacturing in- 
dustry" (p. 40; our emphasis). In 
other words, the above sum was 
largely spent to pay wages "indi- 
rectly." Indirect wages, as it were. 

2) In addition to this huge sum 
which went to pay workers "else- 
where," Chrysler paid "directly to 
Chrysler Corporation's employees 
. . . nearly $490,000,000 " (p. 40). 
Direct wages. 

3) On top of this, there "was ex- 
pended for additional facilities for 
the increased volume of business 
Jill ,000,000." And, in the nature 
of things, again "a large part of 
this $111,000,000 . . . provided work 
to many individuals employed by 
vendors of these supplies" (p. 40). 
In short, Bill Jones got that too. 

4) The taxes took— $71,000,000. 
What Bill Jones did not get, his 
(Jones's) government grabbed, to 
pass it on to him in the way of 
schools, hospitals, and other serv- 
ices. 

Add these four items, and what 
do you get? $2,462,000,000. Out of 
an income of some $2,500,000,000, 
only $38,000,000, or just about 1J 
percent remained for the corpora- 
tion. Chrysler grew billions, Jones 
gathered the harvest. 

Out of Its Own Pocket 

Assuredly Mr. Arkwright (who 
writes in general on page 3 about 
the activities that Chrysler reports 
in particular on page 40) iinew 
what he was saying when he deliv- 
ered his address at the University 
of Georgia. If anything, Mr. Ark- 



wright was too mild In his estimate 
of the workers' share in the income 
actually produced In the manufac- 
turing and related industries. The 
workers' share in the Chrysler Cor- 
poration income 's so close to 99.9 
percent that it hurts the corpora- 
tion even to talk about it. The 
corporation merely gritted its teeth 
and shut up and proceeded to pay 
profits. With the $38,000,000 it 
had left, the corporation proceeded 
to pay out to the "bondholders $84,- 
000,000," and the stockholders "ap- 
proximately $79,000,000." In other 
words, the corporation paid out a 
cool $125,000,000 out of its own 
pocket. It paid profits at a loss, 
paying out, accotdiDg to its own 
balance sheet (p. 40) some 163 mil- 
lion in profits, thus losing $125,000,- 
000 in the process. To paraphrase 
Prof. Ailyn, "taking the Chrysler 
enterprise over a period of ten 
years, there is no such thing as 
profit r losses just about equal 
proflt." 

Operating for philanthropy 
This just about makes Chrysler 
a prospective bankrupt. But Chrys- 
ler does not complain. No. The 
corporation proudly points out that 
these dividends are "paid out of 
earnings which, through prudent 
management, .the corporation has 
been able to set aside, after pacing 
the cost of operating the business.'' 
<P- 40) 

Moreover, according to its own 
statement, "few corporations in the 
United States have been able to 
maintain such consistent returns to 
investors throughout the last ten 
years" (p. 40). Obviously, the 
other corporations In this country 
are traveling even faster on the 
road of making profits equal losses 
than Chrysler. They operate their 
enterprises, it seems, only to keep 
pumping billions into the hands of 
the shiftless Joneses. 

Soak the Poor 
"Sound finaneo today obviously 
ealls for the lowering of rates of 
taxation in the higher brackets 
and a real stiffening of the rates 
in the lower brackets accompan- 
ied by a reduction of the exemp- 
tions. But a combination more un- 
attractive politically can scarcely 
be conceived. There is danger 
(heart hear!) that If the task Is 
faced at all some device which 
throws the added burden of taxa- 
tion less obviously on those with 
small means will be preferred. . ." 
<p.B>. 

Justice, to say nothing of sound 
finance demands that the poor, (or 
as Mr. May mildly calls them "those 
with small means') who receive the 
bulk of the billions should pay the 
bulk of the taxation. But as Mr. 
May admits, the ranlings of dema- 
gogues to say nothing of the greed, 
selfishness and immorality of the 
Joneses make it impossible to ap- 
proach the question openly and on 
a sound basis. Danerous subter- 
fuges must be reported to in stead. 

Such are the dangers and miser- 
ies and hypocrisies of American 
Big Business. 

We are no humanitarians, but 
even from that standpoint it would 
he the height of humanitarianism 
to put Business out of Its misery, 
and silence its Voice once and for 
all. It Is a big but necessary job. 
And there Is only one way to do 't: 
overthrow caijitalisni, voice and all; 
and establish the workers' state. 
The sooner the workers get down 
to their own business the better. 



Detroit Motor Strike Enters Its 
Third Month in Face of Heavy Odds 
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the industry and indicates the pre- 
parations necessary to be made by 
the unions when they embark seri- 
ously on this epic struggle. 

Because the Green- Frey crowd 
have been wasting time for the last 
two years, the Motor Products strik- 
er's now find themselves isolated in 
their fight and find it impossible 
to spread the strike They are pay- 
ing for the criminal lethargy and 
betrayals of the Collins Dillon- 
Green gang. The policies of this 
gang do not merey prevent strikes ; 
they only localize them, isolate them 
when they do occur and make it 
easy for the manufacturers to cruBh 
these sporadic outbursts. It is an 
open secret that the A. F. of L. is 
pursuing a delliherate policy of 
just "staying" in the field to pre- 
vent the formation of any independ- 
ent unions which would take over 
the job of organising the industry. 
Ten, fifteen yars ago this infamous 
scheme might habe succeeded in its 
aims; unfortunately Green and Frey 
were born too late. The current is 
miming against them. 

Before a serious battle with the 
manufacturers can be envisaged, a 
bold, nation-wide organizing cam- 
paign roust be undertaken involving 
the Detroit. Toledo, Cleveland, the 
South Bend and Milwaukee dis- 
tricts, simultaneously. An organiz- 
ing fund of large proportions must 
be raised and a crew of experienced 
organisers placed in the field. The 
manufacturers will ruthlessly isolate 
iniy oca! strike without regard to 
cost or loss of profits. Any import- 
ant strike must therefore stop pro- 
duction of at least one of the "big 
three.'" 

Dillon to the Bosses' Rescue 
Even though the strikers are iso- 
lated and find themselvs, to-date, 
unable to spread the strike to other 
plants, and the manufacturers have 
the aid of the government officials, 
the police and the press, the NMTA 
would very likely have completely 
failed in its efforts to break the 
strike, were it not for the timely 
and generous aid of the champion 
union buster in the Industry, Fran- 
cis J. Dillon, Pres. of the United 
Automobile Workers of America. 

The Motor Products strike was 
first called on Nov. 15th by the 
Automotive Industrial Workers of 
America. (Coughlin Union) The 
1400 members of this organization 
walked out solidly to a man ; the 
200 members of the M.B.K.A. in the 
lool and dye departments walked 
out in sympathy and the two A.F. 
of I,, unions in the plant, the Metal 
Polishers and the Auto Workers, 
followed Milt. The strike was thus 
10i> ixn-cent effective and the Motor 
Products plant shut down tighter 
■than a drum. The management met 
with the union representatives and 
offered some wage increases. The 
committee ' insisted upon their ori- 
ginal demands. The management 
arranged a meeting with the union 
representatives a day or two later 
to attempt to reach a satisfactory 
agreement at that time. To all 
appearances it looked as if on agree- 
ment would be concluded in short 
order and the strike quickly set- 
tied. 

''Smash the Strike' — Says Green 
At this juncture the A. F. of L. 
•'Brain trust" In Washington got 
the "jitters." A few weeks before 
the three independent unions fed- 
crated : the next thing heard was an 
organization campaign at the Motor 
Products plant. Now a strike is 
(•idled, the walkout 100 percent ef- 
fective, the plant shut down and to 
:dl appearances a decisive victory 
in this offing. The prestige the 
independent unions would command 
in the event of victory might shat- 
ter ail the possibilities for the A. F. 
of L. Aaffi Iiifernntidnal. They re- 
cognized in the strike the authentic 
voice of The workers in the mass 
production industries crying aloud 
for n new Unionism, industrial in 
structure: democratic in form and 
militant in its policies. If they 



could only beat down the spirit and 
initiative of these workers if they 
could only wipe out their hopes, 
then their moth eaten unionism of a 
hundred years ago might still sur- 
vive and with God's aid thoy might 
patch it up somehow with Lewis, 
Dubinsky and Hillman. The word 
went out: — "Send the A. P. of L. 
men back to work; smash the in- 
dependent unions and break the 
strika" The weaker their position, 
Lhe more peremptory and domineer- 
ing became the "papal bulls" of the 
bureaucracy. 

Dillon was in dilemma. Undoubt- 
edly, from Detroit, even he could 
see the step proposed was risky and 
fraught with great danger. But 
what could he do? Commanding no 
respect in Detroit, he could not af- 
ford to lose the support of Washing- 
ton. Jjke the steady old wheel- 
horse that he is, he dutifully, al- 
though somewhat painfully, went 
through the prescribed paces. On 
Nov. 20th, a statement appeared in 
the press over his signature that the 
"Motor Products strike is the most 
ill-advised and unpopular strike 
ever called in Detroit." He predicted 
that, it would "flop" and announced 
that he would "negotiate his men 
back to work," 

A Disgraceful Spectacle 
On Nov. 25th, the A. F. of L. auto 
union members, apparently in ac- 
cordance with a prearranged plan, 
assembled in front of tiic A. F. of L. 
Motor Products local headquarters. 
Shortly before starling time they 
moved in a mass towards the fact- 
ory entrance, escorted by mounted 
pol icemen, scout ears, and patrol- 
men. Leading the procession were 
McDonald and Isard, A. F. of L. 
organizers and Ed. Hall, General 
Secretary of the A. F. of L. Auto 
International. The A. F. of L. mem- 
bers passed through the picket line 
while the A. F. of L. officials draped 
themselves around the entrance un- 
til they were through the gate. The 
strike Bulletin that day character- 
ized this scene as "a new low in 
working class hetrayals..'' 

With the exception of the A. F. 
of L. men, (300-400 men) the strike 
front held solid, Dillon failed in 
his attempt to start a hack-to-work 
stampede. His efforts on behalf of 
the manufacturers, however, were 
not entirely wasted. The A. F. of 
1., men walking through the picket 
lines creuted ccfusion and hysteria 
in the strike ranks; the solid phal- 
iinx was broken. After Lieutenant 
Dillon had executed the flank man- 
euver, the manufacturers began 
wheeling their heavy artillery to 
the front for an open, head-on at- 
tack. All negotiations were prompt- 
broken off with the independent 
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unions; Chrysler and Ford stepped 
ii.to the picture, the N.M.T.A. took 
over the leadership of the strike. 
Approximately a thousand scabs 
were imported and the police was 
ordered to stop all picketing. 
Changed Conditions 

In by-gone days, the A. F. of L. 
craft unions scabbed on many strikes 
conducted by independent unions, 
as part of a deliberate policy to 
wipe out "'dual'' unions. Dozens 
of union officials ordered their men 
to walk through picket lines. 
Strikes were thus broken and the 
officials kept their position and 
their prestige, apparently, did not 
suffer. Times however, have chang- 
ed. A unionism based -upon a minor- 
ity of skilled craft workers when 
the supply of skilled labor was 
limited and unemployment almost 
unknown, who advanced their own 
interests at the expense of the whole 
working class is far different than 
the new unions with a membership 
of mass jiroduclion workers in in- 
dustries where skilled lines are 
practically obliterated and the con- 
stant threat of unemployment hangs 
over their heads. 

The independent unions, headed 
by the Mechanics Educational So- 
ciety of America, promptly directed 
a withering fire at Dillon and spread 
the story of his apostacy to every 
part of -the country, while a steady 
drum fire was kept up calling for 
the establishment of a joint strike 



committee for the successful con- 
duct of the strike. In two weeks 
time, the pressure upon Dillon grew 
unbearable. Resolutions condemn- 
ing his action poured into the De- 
troit office from all parts of the 
country. On Dec. 8th., he packed 
his suitcases and rushed off to 
Washington for further advice. Day- 
lor and Parry of the Motor Products 
Strike Committee left for Washing- 
ton the same day to lay their case 
before William Green and to secure 
if possible the support of the Com- 
mittee lor Industrial Unionism. At 
a conference Daylor and Parry held 
with Dillon at his hotel room in 
Washington, Parry asked Dillon: 
"Let me ask you a simple quest- 
ion, are you going to bring yonr 
men out on strike?" 

Dillon replied, "God damn it. 
No! I never intended to and I 
do not Intend to now!" 

Green Retreats Under Fire 
But the Grand Sachems at Wash- 
ington realized things had gone too 
far. The tide is simply not run- 
ning with the craft unionists these 
dr.ys. It is slowly beginning to pen- 
etrate the skulls of Frcy and Green 
that they cannot do the things to- 
day which they considered normal 
en years ago. This strike as the 
battles of the drivers in Minneapolis 
and the Maritime workers of the 
West coast, reveals with burning 
clarity the drive and urge of the 
workers in the mass pod net ion in- 
dustries for a new unionism. The 
split in the top ranks of the Ameri- 
can Federation of I-abor, with one 
section of it forming the Commute 
for Industrial Unionism did not in- 
augurate this movemnt ; the Com- 
mittee is merely a reflection of the 
deep and profound revolt, which has 
started from below in the ranks of 
the workers themselves against the 
old and corrupt craft unionism. 
Green and his crowd realized they 
must daw back as they were already 
badly compromised and were facing 
a break in th leadership of the Auto 
International Itself, with Homer 
Martin, the Viee-Pres. of the Inter- 
national swinging over to the Lewis 
camp. 

Dillon returned fo Detroit and af- 
ter a little more fumbling and hedg- 
ing, the A. F. of L. local voted to 
strike and all A. F. of L. members 
were called out on the pieket line. 
By this time, however, <he situation 
had gotten out of hand and was 
completely out of Dillon's control. 
The "support" of Dillon came two 
months too late. 
Union Launches Counter Attack 
The strike is now being conducted 
by a joint strike committee of the 
independent unions and the A, F, 
of Iv All strike meetings are held 
under joint auspices and addressed 
by the speakers of both organiza- 
tions. The manufacturer's campaign 
of terrorization was answered by 
the launching of an organization 
campaign by both the independent 
unions and 13ie A. F. of L. to some 
of the key unorganized plants in 
Detroit. Whatever may be the im- 
mediate outcome of the struggle, the 
Motor Products strike has already 
earned an honourable place in the 
pioneering work for the New Union- 
ism. If the strike does hot accom- 
plish another thing, it will already 
have recorded a brilliant achiev- 
ment. in uniting the forces of the 
aautomobile workers and bringing 
tite day nearer of one powerful union 
in the automobile and auto parts 
industry. 

On the background of the decline 
of American economy and its in- 
evitable effects upon the conditions 
of the millions of workers in the 
key industries of the country, the 
vents in Detroit became a harbinger 
of the decisive struggles in store 
for the near future and their con- 
sequences. Only a tew unionism, 
militant, agressive and class con- 
scious can cope with the titanic 
scope of the work involved in or- 
ganizing the workers of the muss 
production industries. The move- 
ment for that unionism has already 
begun. The Motor Products strike 
brings the day nearer when that 
unionism will actually appear. 
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plant last spring which bottled Tip 
all motor production by that com- 
pany. 

The 2,500 workers sat down at 
the machines in two twelve hour 
shifts, beeping anyone else from 
touching them. Women in near- 
by departments joined the move- 
ment. 

Company Tries Obstinacy 

Of course, the company scorned 
even talking to a union committee 
at first. They also gave Sherman 
Dalrymple, United Rubber Workers 
president, a run-around. 

But as the workers stood firm, 
united 100 percent, with non-union- 
ists and unionists in solid agree- 
ment, and as workers in plant 2 
began talking of a "sitdown" the 
company shifted its position. 

It met with the workers com- 
mittee but flatly refused to con- 
sider reinstatement of the unionist. 
The union was just as tough in its 
refusal to tell the men to return 
to work until the issue was settled. 

So the union prepared to keep 
the workers in the factory during 
the weekend, meanwhile calling a 
general meeting Sunday afternoon 
to consider what action to take. 

Naturally, considerable agitation 
for closing the entire plant and 
pulling a bona-fide strike began to 
develop... and the company doesn't 
have its spring replacement tires 
produced yet. 

Force Wages for • "Strike" 

Thus the company was forced to 
agree to reinstate the unionist, al 
though it made its proposition to 
the union secretary rather than the 
union committee as a whole in an 
effort to save Its face. 

Not only that, but the Company 
agreed to pay every worker who 
sat down at his machine half of his 
wages during the entire cessation 
of work! Obviously this was to 
placate the hard feelings of the 
workers towards this autoeratJodly- 
run company. 

The victory brought additional re- 
sults within a day. Over 100 work- 
ers rejoined the union. 

The "pace" maker who precipit- 
ated the struggle was a company 
pet sent into the department to 
build a higher cumber of tires than 
the average so that the company 
could introduce another wage cot 
by demanding higher average pro- 
duction. This Is the typical form 
of company anti-labor activities in 
departments. 



BULLETIN 
By JACK WILSON 

AKRON, Ohio, Feb .1— Quickly 
adopting the successful strategy of 
Firestone workers, pitmen and tire 
builders at Goodyear sat-down at 
their jobs last night In protest 
against a 10 percent wage cut. 

Over 250 pitmen started the shot- 
down that paralyzed all tire pro- 
duction and brought 2,000 workers 
to tfheir banner within a few bonre. 
Again the movement was spontan- 
eous! 

A "rank and file" committee 
elected by the workers met with 
Fred Glimer, personel manager and 
H. T. Gillau. production superin- 
tendent -but refused to go back to 
work pending settlement. 

The company retaliated by dos- 
ing the gates to workers coming in 
a-t the midnight shift throwing the 
main parts of the huge factory into 
darkness. 

The Goodyear local shop com- 
mittee was to meet today to decide 
the cour.se of the United Rubber 
Workers. Strong demand that the 
union lead a Gnodyear-wlde strike 
which would involve 15.000 workers 
is expected to, be made. 



THE NEW INTERNATIONAL 

IN A BOUND VOLUME 

TbK fir.-t bound voiime contains ali the issues that have ap- 
peared to date, beginning with July 1!>34 up to and Including the 
December, 1S»?.5 issue. 

Attractively and durably bound. 

TliN volume contains a*lso a special and complete index Of all 
:miclos liftted analytically by contents and in alphabetical order 
df the n;inies of the authors'. 

Price $3.00, postpaid 
Order from The New Interiwtionni. ~i"> East lltl) St., New 
Ynrk. N. Y. 



WORKERS 

Protect Yourselves Against the 
Hazards of Life. Join the 

WORKMEN'S SICK & DEATH 

BENEFIT FUND OF THE VS. 

1884-1935 

Organized, managed by and for 
workers with only one purpose: 
to render protection to members 
Hnd their families, aud to sup- 
port all endeavors and struggles 
for the Improvement of tollers. 

About 50,000 members organ- 
ized in 3SS0 branches. Reserves 
$3,400,000. 

Death benefit graded accord- 
ing to age at entry. Sick benefit 
payments from $225 to $900 — to 
men and women, according to 
classes. 

Monthly assessments from 45c 
to $'2.10, 

For further information apply 
to Main Office: 
714 Seneca Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 



Labor Skate Disbands Militant 
San Diego City Labor Council 
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Ists. That there are industries in 
search of a cheap labor market is 
natural after the strike waves of 
the past two years. The Real es- 
tate agents were able to convince 
the executive of the Consolidated 
Aircraft Corp. of Buffalo, which 
encountered a long and costly strike 
last year, that San Diego was the 
place Where labor was cheapest and 
most efficient. This is* only in keep- 
ing with the tradition of Southern 
California real estate agents. 

The coming of the Consolidated 
Aircraft Corp. to .San Diego late 
last year whetted their appetites, 
and casting about them they found 
a growing Progressive Labor move- 
ment which would be harmful to 
the attractive power of San Diego 
as n scab city. That additional 
pressure has been everted upon the 
reactionary union bureancrals can 
be said with cbmpiete assurance. 

After having dissolved the Fed- 
erated Trades Council with a twist 
of the wrist and not a few plug- 
uglies hanging around for mural sup- 



port. Casey ordered tliat the dele- 
gates be elected in a different man- 
ner. It is important to note that the 
nest week, even after Casey bad 
done all the packing of unions he 
was able (this was considerable) 
plus intimidation, threats, etc., pro- 
gressives were returned in even 
greater number than they had been 
previously. 

Hie Race with Time 

At present Casey is stalling for 
time, which is made possible by the 
fact that many of the Progressives 
still cherish illusions about getting 
redress through appealing to Green 
and the Executive Council. Al- 
though this illusion is quite natural 
for relatively uninitiated workers, 
for the Progressives it may prove 
their undoing. 

In time Casey will be able to use 
all the tricks lie bus learned from 
his father, who was a burcii tic-rat 
when .Toe was an infant, and from 
Tobin under whom he served to de- 
moralize the rank and file. In time 
Casey may be able to muster suf- 
ficient support from reactionary In- 



ternationals nhich will put pressure 
on local unions to change the re 
lationsbip of forces. 

However at the present time the 
rank and file is solidly behind the 
progressives and if they will learn 
a lesson or two from Minneapolis, if 
they will choose the road of boldly 
combating Casey together with the 
rank and file, of daring to stand oat 
decisively for a policy keeping ttie 
Federated Trades intact, they will 
find that Casey, will have been easily 
vanquished and the road ahead 
made clearer. 

There arc many dangers ia the 
path of the progressives, he^erer. 
not the least of which is Stalinism, 
As usual the Stalinists are playing 
the ostrich with the newly acquired 
fetichism of "legality" and "con- 
stitutionality", offering notbiag to 
the situation and contributing to 
the confusion of the militants. They 
feel that Green upon hearing of the 
mischief Black Sheep Casey ie do- 
ing, will immediately look up that 
clause in the Constitution and 
straighten every thing out to the 
satisfaction of the "subversives"! 
With such preparation, upon finding 
that Green and the Constitution 
will back up Casey on every point, 
many of ■the progressives may re- 
ceive such a shock as to reset in- 
correctly, alienate the rank and 
(He, and cut themselves off. 

However, the ideas of the d»s.= 
Struggle are penetrating the ranks 
of the progressives which, if they 
take root in time, will assure the 
Ran Piego labor movement a fight 
to the finish with bureaucracy and 
reaction. 
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Anton Cilisa Describes Wrecking of Jugoslav C.P.; 
Tells of Opposition Struggle in the Soviet Union 



The People's Front as 
Applied in China - 1927 

Hitherto Unpublished Document Reveals 

Betrayal of Revolution Through 

This Policy 

Editor's Note: We publish below, in part, the minutes of the 
Chinese Sub-Committee of the Executive Committee of the Communist 
International held in Moscow in May 1987. These minutes hare been 
published for the first time in French by Albert Treict, former member 
of the E.C.C.I. and leader of the French Communist party. 

The reader win clearly see "how things happened." - The Stalinist 
leadership, in its endeavor to safeguard the interests of their bourgeois 
allies, the landed nobility among the generals, curbed the peasant in- 
surrection, the rising of the oppressed. 

The bourgeoisie, after having triumphed oyer the reactionaries 
with the aid of the exploited workers and peasants, drowned in blood 
the reTolt of the peasants and the workers' insurrection. 

The document below shows the tremendous responsibility borne by 

Stalin for the defeat of the Chinese Revolution. This document should 

lie of especial value today when the People's Front propaganda of the 

Communist party and its actual realization in France repeats in broad 

. outline, if not in detail, the Kuo Min Tang policy in China. 



Analytic Report by Albert Treint 

The Chinese Sub-Committee was 
composed of Bukharin, Ercoli, and 
Trelnt Stalin, who was summoned 
by phone by Bukharin, took a de- 
cisive part at the end of the meet- 
ing. 

• • • 

Bukharin reported on the situa- 
tion fn China, The peasants are 
i>oginning to forcibly seize the land. 
This is frightening the Wuhan gov- 
ernment ( Left bourgeois govern- 
ment—Ed.). If we do not curb 
the agrarian movement, we will 
lose our left allies and it will be- 
come impossible to win a majority 
in the Kuo Min Tang. On the other 
hand, by curbing it, w e will en- 
large our influence In it ; and when 
we will have become more power- 
ful, we will go beyond oor present 
allies and we will also have much 
more than we desired. 

Treint: Maintains that the prob- 
lem is not whether to sacrifice all 
the allies of the proletariat but of 
knowing which one to sacrifice: 
the Insurgent peasants or the left 
national bourgeoisie. We will no 
more be able, tomorrow than today, 
to mate the revolution In China by 
means at the constitutional deci- 
sions adopted in the Kuo Min 
Tang. The bourgeoisie will attempt 
to annihilate us by force of anus 
before we have been able to win a 
solid majority. 

The discussion between Bukharin 
and Treint continued for some time. 
each ot the disputants maintaining 
his position. EreoH does not speak. 
He is obviously restrained, lor if 
he leans towards Treint's thesis he 
hesitates to oppose the leadership 
of the Russian party. 

Bukharin, finding himself in a 
critical position, demands that the 
sub-committee hear Stalin. 

While Bukharin is out telephon- 
ing, a conversation ensues between 
Treint and Ercoli, in which the 
latter goes as far as to say that 
the policy pursued in China and the 
methods employed in the Interna- 
tional are incompatible with the 
formation of a revolutionary van- 
guard. 

Stalin arrives. He declares him- 
self in agreement with Bukharin. 
Treint does not take the real situa- 
tion in China into consideration. 
To fail to take a position at the 
present time against the peasant 
revolts would be to set the left bour- 
geoisie against us. That would 
mean civil war. But the armed 
Chinese are eomosed out of mercen- 
aries and we do not dispose of 
adequate financial resources to 
have them on our side. 

Treint remarks that the mercen- 
ary soldiers, by and large, are ru- 
ined peasants who will desert to 
participate in the division of the 
land if we support the agrarian 
revolution. It is not a question of 
paying them with money but of al- 
lowing them to pay themselves In 
Kind at the expense of the landed 
proprietors. 

Stalin declares that this thesis is 
correct in general but that it can- 
not be applied in the present situa- 
tion. The left bourgeoisie is still 
powerful. Its armies will not dis- 
band in the twinkle of an eye and 
we will then be defeated in civil 
war before the insurgent agrarians 
are able to connect with the prole- 
tarian insurrection. Stalin reads 
several telegrams from Borodin 
showing that the leadership of .the 
Kuo Min Tang has decided to 
struggle against the agrarian revo- 
lution even at cost of a split with 
the Third International. Stalin 
concludes: it is not a question of 
knowing whether the views of 
Treint are correct in general but 
of knowing whether they can be 
applied in the present situation. To 
ftght or to maneuver? That is the 
question to be resolved. The sub- 
committee must give a clear an- 
swer. 

Treint: We must light! 

Stalin: To fight now means cer- 
tain defeat. By maneuvering we 
gain time and the possibility of be- 
coming stronger and fighting later 
on in conditions where victory can 
he counted on. 

Treint: I do not think that de- 
feat is certain today. If we side 
against the agrarian risings, we 
will not have the peasants with us 
later ; and tbe proletarian revolu- 



tion, which cannot triumph with- 
out their support ,will be relegated 
to the Greek Calends. 

Stalin: One can maneuver with- 
out compromising anything. The 
agrarian revolution frightens the 
Kuo Min Tang only in the degree 
(hat it directly injures i|e members 
us well as the officers of its armies. 
I propose to send instructions to 
Borodin to oppose the confiscation 
und division of the land belonging 
to the members of the Kuo Min 
Tang or to the officers of the Na- 
tional Army. 

Treint: A real revolution will 
know how to regard such "taboos." 

Bukharin: Why not? Besides 
there are no methods of doing 
otherwise. 

Treint: And if, which is inevit- 
able, the peasants in revolt pass 
beyond the limitations set by Stal- 
in, must we also support the bour- 
geois leadership of the Kuo Min 
Tang which will not fail to resort 
to violence to make its will re- 
spected? 

BtAharin: We are a revolution- 
ary party and we have no fear of 
employing violence. We must util- 
ize every method to put our deci- 
sions into effect. 

Treint: That was the policy of 
the Marquis de Bouille against the 
French revolution In 1792, It cannot 
be the policy of our revolutionary 
International In 1937. 

Stalin: Bukharin carries the mat- 
ter to its extreme logical conclu- 
sions. Bat things will not happen 
that way. We possess sufficient 
authority over the Chinese masses 
to make them accept our decisions. 
Once again I pose the question : To 
fight or maneuver? 

Treint: I do not know the situa- 
tion in China well enough to be 
certain that it would be impossible 
to maneuver without suffering a 
defeat. Let us admit that the man- 
euver is necessary and possible, 
which does not appear at all cer- 
tain, then the maneuver must re- 
main a maneuver. 

Ercoli: Of course! 

Treint: Then, I demand that we 
oppose all attempts of the Wuhan 
government and the Kuomintang 
by force of arms to make respected 
the limitations of the agrarian rev- 
olution and that very strict instruc- 
tions in this sense be attached to 
the directives which Stalfn proposes 
to send to Borodin. 

Stalin: .We are basically in agree- 
ment; bnt it is useless to send in- 
structions relating to this problem. 
I repeat that we have enough au- 
thority in China over tbe masses 
not to need to utilize coercion. 

Ercoli: Since Stalin has declared 
himself in basic agreement, I be- 
lieve that Treint can place his 
confidence in comrade Sialin. 

Treint: You are the majority, 
you can decide what you like; bnt 
if the supplementary instructions 
which I have requested are not sent 
to Borodin, I will make public my 
reservations before the plenary 
session of the Executive. 

Bukharin: The minority must be 
disciplined. I demand that comrade 
Treint renounce his plan (to make 
public his reservations — tr.). 

Stalin and Ercoli signify their 
agreement. 

Treint: So serious a question is 
Involved here that no force on 
earth will prevent me from formu- 
lating my reservations in such a 
manner -that they will be heard. Or, 
are you going to employ physical 
violence against me? 

Stalin: Don't get dramatic. 

With these words the session ad- 
journed. 

Not long after the sending of 
Stalin's directves to Borodin. Tang 
Pin Shan, Communist minister of 
agriculture in the Kuo Min Tang, 
accepted the command of a military 
expedition against the agrarian 
revolution. The scandal was so 
great that Stalin had to send a 
telegraphic counter-order. Tang 
Pin San yielded with joy and ease. 
But the bourgeoisie had taken a 
step further. The Chinese peas- 
ants were defeated and the Chinese 
revolution annihilated. 
• » * 

A month before, the working 
class, then master of Shanghai, 
had refused Chiang Kai-shek's 
troops entry into the city. Stalin 
lifted this ban by a telegraphic 
order. Once inside Chiang Kai- 
''wk closed the halls of the party 



1. Pages From Internal Life in Jugoslavia 



In the years from 1925 to 1929 a 
strong colony of Jugoslavia Com- 
munists (about 120) gathered grad- 
ually in Moscow. In most cases 
they were responsible party activ- 
ists; men with considerable revolu- 
tionary record, experienced and 
tempered in underground activity. 
These were not emigres <witb few 
exceptions) hut in their overwhelm- 
ing majority men who had been 
temporarily ordered to Moscow for 
party work. They arrived in Mos- 
cow from their active work in the 
Jugoslav party and were to return 
there. In the overwhelming num- 
ber of cases they were workers. 

Among these activists a sharp 
factional struggle was waged be- 
tween the supporters of the Right 
and Left groups_ of the Jugoslav 
Communist party. From 192U to 
'928, Moscow "entrusted" the lead- 
ership of the Jugoslav C. P. to the 
Itight group (S. Markovitcb) but 
in view of the fact that the more 
revolutionary elements predominat- 
ed among those who came to Mos- 
cow, the Lefts were always very 
strong. During the above mentioned 
leriod the Itight party leadership 
(the Political Bureau) had man- 
aged to compromise itself to such 
a degree that the irate plenum of 
the C.E.C. of the party (winter, 
1927-28) removed the old Political 
Bureau and elected another, a Left 
Bureau (or, rather, a semi-left). 
But the C-E.C. was reckoning with- 
out its host. The host at that time 
was — Bukharin, Gorkich, Manuil- 
sky, and they annulled the decision 
of the C.E.C., dissolved the so-called 
Left Bureau, and since it was ut- 
terly impossible to restore the old 
Right leadership, they did some- 
thing much worse. 

The triumvirate of Bukharin- 
Gorkich -Manuilsky recruited some 
sort of a crew that had never had 
anything in common with the Jugo- 
slav movement, . some adventurists 
from all the five continents, and 
sent them as fully empowered emis- 
saries ( "mandatories" f into the 
country. In order to complete this 
mockery of the Jugoslav i«irty, 
this gang was entitled a "workers' 
leadership"; as a matter of fact, a 
couple of honpst workers were in- 
cluded to serve only as props and 
victims (e.g. comrade Djuro Djak- 
ovttch-Bosnlch who was later mur- 
dered by the Jugoslav reaction). In 
order to facilitate the conquest of 
the Jugoslav flock by these Magi 
from the East, nobody from the 
Moscow party activists was permit- 
ted to leave for Jugoslavia, They 
did more than that. Anybody who 
was fn the least "suspect" in Jugo- 
slavia itself was shipped to Moscow 
under various pretexts. 

In short, the "mandatories func- 
tioned.'' They already envisaged 
themselves as complete victors and 
— what is more important — within 
a month or so, or a half-year, or a 
year they, who were people without 
any background in any sort of a 



movement, would soon be in posses- 
sion of a record so necessary for 
underground activity. And a ca- 
reer a world career in the Comin- 
tern, would he open to them. Every- 
thing would have gone smoothly 
tiad their fate depended upon Mos- 
cow alone. But, sad to say, Bel- 
grade also has a word or two to 
.say In Jugoslavia. 

And in Belgrade a military-Fas- 
cist overturn took place on January 
6, 1929, and there ensued a bloody 
Balkan extirpation of every sort 
of opposition. A genuine under- 
ground activity now became neces- 
sary and the need was for men 
capable ot going to their doom 
without the flicker of an eye. The 
■'mandatories'' were panic-stricken, 
terrified. They, like all adventur- 
ers, had estimated much too lightly 
their chances of success and of a 
career. JSow what was in question 
were not their careers but their 
heads 

And then there occurred an un- 
heard of and a most infamous ca- 
tastrophe. At this critical moment 
"the best section" of the manda- 
tories left the party, the Y.C.L. and 
the workers' movement in general 
to their fate and fled as fast as 
legs, railways, and airplanes could 
carry them from Jugoslavia to 
Moscow. This squad of deserters 
was headed by the ideologist of the 
entire "course" — -Gorkich. That is 
the way the "best of them" be- 
haved. Those who were a little 
worse remained in Jugoslavia and 
passed into tbe service of the po- 
lice. And the worse ones, it turned 
out, had been provocateurs all the 
time; they had insured themselves 
from both sides at the very outset. 

Among them was tbe chief ''man- 
datory" — one Brezovich, It is worth 
while to dwel! a little on him, be- 
cause Brezovich is not an acciden- 
tal figure in the present day Corn- 
inters. Brezovich, as is well known, 
had also been a member of the 
Political Bureaus of the Chinese, 
Japanese, French, and many other 
parties. At a given moment, the 
bureaucratic degeneration facili- 
tates the passage to provocateurs. 
The spirit of bureaucratic Byzan- 
tism reigning throughout the entire 
Comintern makes it easy for the 
provocateurs to worm their way to 
the tops. Brezovich never took any 
part in the Jugoslav workers' 
movement. During the world war 
he was captured by the Russian 
troops. During the N.E.P. he turned 
up in the Communist party, and 
after the annihilation of the Zino- 
viev opposition he made a career 
in Leningrad, becoming a district 
agitprop (in charge of agitation 
and propaganda). From there Gor- 
kich-Bukharin - Manuilsky shipped 
him to Jugoslavia, placing in his 
hands the entire organizational and 
technical apparatus of the party. 
And in 1928 at the Sixth World 
Congress he was promoted to the 
Senior Convent (the ranking mem- 



bers) of the Congress despite the 
fact that in accordance with the 
decision of the plenum of the C.E.C. 
of the Jugoslav C.P. an old worker 
had been slated for the post. In 
order to prepare completely for 
their machination, Gorkich-Bukhar- 
in-Manuilsky organized the matter 
in such a way as to delay the ar- 
rival of this worker to the Congress 
(he spent days waiting in one of 
the border cities for permission to 
depart) while the scoundrel Brez- 
ovich appeared in Moscow even 
prior to the Congress, and in this 
way, as if of necessity, he was 
elected to the Convent. As we see, 
Brezovlch's progress indicates a 
very characteristic lawfulness^ . . . 

Gorkich saved his hide. He had 
managed, together with Manuilsky, 
to pass in time to the service of 
Stalin. A few others also saved 
themselves. In their case, the mat- 
ter was settled without a catastro- 
phe: their careers were not broken 
off. But, in return, the Jugoslav 
workers' movement was betrayed 
into the hands of bestial reaction, 
it was disarmed and disorganized. 
In order to cover up their deser- 
tion, Gorkich and other leaders of 
the Comintern afterwards calmly 
sent tens and hundreds of meu to 
their doom. In 1929-1933 the same 
thing was repeated in Jugoslavia 
which had occurred previously, but 
on a much larger scale, in China, 
and ■ that which was perpetrated 
earlier and later in a number of 
other countries. When the working 
class will finally call the guilty to 
an accounting, it will be the day 
of dreadful judgment — -a judgment 
not so much of the Gorkiches, Man- 
niskys and Co. — for they are only 
pitiable flunkeys — as of the true 
masters, tbe true organizers and 
inspirers of all the extirpations and 
defeats of the international revolu- 
tionary movement from 1922-23 on : 
the Political Bureau of .the C.P.S. 
U., the Bureau of the chief bureau- 
cracy. 

The unprecedented cowardice and 
ylleness of the "Comintern leader- 
ship" after January 6, 1929 aroused 
a fearful indignation- among the 
Moscow Jugoslav activists, espe- 
cially among the Left group which 
numbered over 50. Among them, 
and at their head were the Trot- 
skyist Opposition group numbering 
about 10, and working semi- illegal- 
ly among tbe "national left." The 
Jugoslav national left, which arose 
hack in 1921 on the basis of the 
demand for underground orgs) nida- 
tion and activity and which -rrew in 
strength somewhat on tbe national 
and peasant questions, was and is 
still distinguished by its complete 
'"national narrowness." 

It is unable and it refuses (fun- 
damentally) to tie up its own ques- 
tions and struggle with the ques- 
tions and struggles of other left 
groups of the former Comintern. 
The Jugoslav "Lefts" delude them 
selves with thinking that by such 
conduct they do hot ruin them 
selves to impotence : and that by 



pursuing this "tactic" they do not 
give the trump cards to the Rights 
but prepare their own coming to 
party power with the assistance of 
and through the Comintern. 

The Opposition group of Bolshe- 
vik- Leninists was formed only in 
192S in Moscow after the experi- 
ence of the kulak bread strike,, 
after becoming disillusioned with 
the Sal in 1st "self-criticism" and 
disagreeing with the struggle "on 
two fronts." This opposition group, 
as has been said, headed the dis- 
satisflaction which flared up sharp- 
ly and elementally against tbe con- 
duct of the "Comintern, leadership," 
and ot a general meeting in Febru- 
ary, 1928, a resolution condemning 
this conduct received more than 90 
votes as against live who voted for 
the leadership and who defended 
the leadership of this representa- 



tive and reporter of the Comintern, 
this petty Bessarabian "sou of a 
noble" who took refuge on Soviet 
shores. . . . 

After such a demonstrative con- 
demnation of the Comintern ''lead- 
ership," the latter assumed a coun- 
ter-offensive through the medium 
of a Commission of the "C.E.C. of 
the C.P.S. U. and of the Comintern" 
(headed by the notorious former 
Menshevik, Popov ) . Forty were 
censured ; twenty were sent into 
"party" exile ; three were expelled 
for "one year" from the party. A 
section of our opposition group re- 
mained in Moscow (Haeberling, 
Zankov, Glj'bovski and others) ; 
another section {Draguich, Dadich 
and myself) went to Leningrad; a 
third section elsewhere. This took 
place in the summer and autumn ot 
1929. 



2. The Struggle for the Right to Depart 



In .May, 1930, a sort of conference 
of our group took place in Moseow. 
I came from Leningrad to this con- 
ference in llseow. At the confer- 
ence we worked out theses and 
outlined our work. In its views, 
in all its internal shadings, our 
group belonged to the extreme left 
wing of the Bolshevik-Leninists, 
and on some questions drew close 
to tiie Democratic Centralist group. 
These theses spoke of the necessity 
of advancing the slogan of a new 
IKirty after the lfith Congress (in 
the summer of 1930) whicli rejected 
the appeal of tbe Opposition; of 
the task of "reform'" by revolu- 
tionary methods; of the turn from 
"propaganda to agitation" ; of the 
propaganda and preparation of eco- 
nomic strikes (because the indus- 
trialization is being effected at the 
cost of terrible exploitation of the 
proletariat) ; in event of the eco- 
nomic strikes taking place, to ad- 
vance, subsequently, political slo- 
gans as well (the return of the Op- 
position from exile, and of L. D. 
Trotsky from abroad). 

A few Russian comrades were 
members of our group (Glybovski, 
Zankov and others) and we 
bad some contacts with factories 
and n small apparatus. The 
group consisted of a live center ; 
of members who did not par- 
ticipate in the center and of candi- 
dates ; and then there were also 
sympathizers, "liberals" who helped 
the group in various ways. At 
that time I had prospects of send- 
ing eertain imortant Comintern ma- 
terial to comrade Trotsky abroad. 



Immediately after the conference 
our group (the center) was ar- 
rested. It was established that an 
individual who served as the con- 
tact between our group and the 
district and the Moscow center had 
for some time been a provocateur 
(obviously, In order to escape ex- 
ile). Members who did not partici- 
pate in the center and candidates 
remained untouched because the 
provocateur did not know them but. 



instead, ;i number of innocent by- 
standers were arrested (several 
Jugoslavs and one girl, a Swedish 
Y.C.L.'er). They were under sus- 
picion because of some sort of ex- 
ternal clue, i.e., they looked sus- 
picious. Instead of a meeting with 
the representative of the Moscow 
center, the provocateur organized 
an interview for me with another 
agent of the G.P.U. I discussed 
our theses with him, and certain 
aspects of transmitting the above 
mentioned material to comrade 
Trotsky. 

Immediately before the arrest we 
were seized by alarm, sensing the 
danger. One of us, comrade Drag- 
uich worked as a latheman at the 
"Elektrosila" plant and was on 
night shift at the time and there- 
fore escaped arrest that evening; 
he went Into hiding and was ar- 
rested only three months later. 
During this time he managed to 
take a trip to Moscow and contact, 
among others, the Spanish comrade 
Nin and to inform him about the 
arrest of our group. But we had 
no previous contacts with comrade 
Nin, nor, indeed, did we keep up 
contacts with several others (out 
of cautiousness) ; soon thereafter 
comrade Nin himself was deported 
from the U.S.S.R. and comrade 
Draguich was arrested (during his 
arrest at night, on a street in Len- 
ingrad, the agents of the G.P.U. 
fired at comrade Draguich when he 
attempted to flee from them). As 

or myself, although at that time. I 

id think it necessary to demand 
permission to leave, I did not strive 
energetically enough for it. So 
many things were still unclear to 
me: both what is and whither 
things were heading ; how reaction 
would take shape In the future, 
and how it had originally come 
about and what were the laws gov- 
erning the Russian revolution. . . . 
—A. CILIGA. 
(Subsequent issues will carry 

the continuation of comrade 

ClUga's article.) 



Revolutionary Defeatism in 
Practice in the Ruhr in 1923 



Several years after the war the 
French industrialists were in pos- 
session of iron, bnt they had no 
coal. And without coal there is no 
method of transforming iron into 
steel. 

The iron magnates looked greed- 
ily at tbe riches of the Ruhr (Ger- 
many), which had in its soil the 
very thing which would permit tiie 
French steel mills to operate at full 
blast. 

The Comite des Forges (heavy 
industry monopoly in France) de- 
manded this coal! 

These "hidden material interests," 
cloaked by Poincare with deceptive 
words about security, peace, the 
maintenance of civilization, pro- 
voked the invasion and the occupa- 
tion of Westphalia and the Ruhr. 
Plan of Action Formulated 

The mass of the people accepted 
this marauding expedition. In the 
name of the proletariat, the Com- 
munist party and the Communist 
Youth in this period proclaimed its 
opposition to this new threat of 
war. In Germany, in the grip of 
nationalism and misery, the pres- 
ence ot French soldiers could not 
but ignite new causes of conflict. 

The delegates of the French and 
German proletariat met in Essen 
(Germany) for action amongst the 
proletarian masses. They formu- 
lated a plan of struggle against 
their respective governments. The 
task was not simple, propaganda 
tor fraternization was difficult. It 
was necessary to struggle energetic- 
ally against the chauvinist wave. 

At the beginning of January, 
1923, the French troops, penetrating 
into German territory, were aston- 
ished to read posters on the walls 
calling upon them to fraternize. 

This was the first time in history 
that the method laid down by Lenin 



and the trade unions, imprisoned 
and tortmed the militant*. Some 
of them were even burnrti a^ive in 
the furnaces of the locomotives at 
Chapei. Stalin's "revolutionary" 
general had revealed himself to be 
the Ciiltlfet >f the Chinese Com- 
muue. 



was applied in a conscious way. 

By splendid strikes and demon- 
strations In March, 1923 the Ger- 
man workers carried out their class 
duty. Heroes of the fraternization, 
they fell under the fire of the 
French soldiers. 

Appeal to the Soldiers 
On May 1, the "Echo de la Ruhr" 
issued an appeal to the French 
workers : 
French Soldiers! 
Comrades! 

Greetings from the workers of 
the Ruhr on the 1st of May, the 
holiday of the international pro- 
letariat. Brothers of the lower 
Rhine: your exploiters, your 
politicians are trying to incite 
yon against the- German workers. 
Falsely, they tell you that you are 
going to the Ruhr to fight Stinnes 
and Co. The pockets of our in- 
dustrialists are no more filled 
than those of your Schneiders and 
Loncheurs. ITte exploited are the 
workers of the Rnhr and you, 
French soldiers. Above the cap- 
italist struggle, we cry out to 
you: "Long live international sol- 
idarity of all workers, those who 
wear overalls as well as those In 
uniform! Lon? live the common 
struggle of the workers of Ger- 
many and France against their 
exploiters and against imperial- 
Ism! Down with militarism!" 
The commander ordered the 
posters torn down. The soldiers 
refused. General Degoutte cen- 
sored all news bearing on the fra- 
ternization of the .French and Ger- 
man workers. 

In October, 1923 all the exploited 
awaited feverishly the German rev- 
olution. 

"We lived through many agon- 
ising hours," says a witness and 
hero of the drama. "We others, 
the French soldiers often posed 
this question: Are we going to be 
the undertakers of the German 
revolutionf 

Fraternization Propaganda 
Leaflets, posters, meetings, pa- 
pers, everything was utilized as an 
antidote to the chauvinist poison. 



The army of the Ruhr began to 
disintegrate ! 

Poincare let loose a ruthless re- 
pression. About 200 arrests were 
made: German workers, wives, 
young girls, civilians, French sol- 
diers and snb-olYcers were impris- 
oned. 

But fraternization triumphed over 
the repression ! 

in Gelseukacheu, a mutiny took 
place in a French aviation camp. 
Ten soldiers were arrested. In 
Neiistadf, the 28th regiment of 
sharpshooters refused to lire on 
the German unemployed who had 
occupied the City Hall. In Dnis- 
burg, a patrol of Belgian soldiers 
placed themselves at the head o£ a 
demonstration, singing the Inierna- 
tionale. 

In a frenzy, Poincare m'dered all 
Communist headquarters raided and 
occupied. The ■ German comrades 
were sentenced to more than 100 
.sears of prison. 

Repression and Evacuation 

In the trial at Mayence, after a 
parody of justice, in true military 
style, tens of years of prison sen- 
tences were passed out (R. Soner- 
ay, 10 years ; Harduin, Lemire, 
Lingat, 2 years: the civilians Ben- 
kovick, Ben, Lekhal, Dyshe, Fife, 
etc. . . .). 

But this did not in the least sub- 
due the spirit of fraternization, 
which did more for the evacuation 
of the Ruhr than a hundred sit- 
tings of the League of Nations. 

This fraternization was splendid- 
ly organized by the Communist 
youth of France as of Germany 
and the Ruhr. 

■ Let us remember their example 
at this time when the Y.C.L. of 
today is immersed in social-patriot- 
ism and in all likelihood has never 
even heard of the famous events of 
the Ruhr. 

And let us learn well from the 
example of our French and German 
brothers in 1923 for it may not he 
long distant when we will be called 
upon to follow in their footsteps. 



READ THE NEW MILITANT 



SUBSCRIBE TO HEW MILITANT 



"The Press Is the Collective 
Organizer —Lenin 



One of the most powerful wea- 
pons of a revolutionary Party is its 
pri'ss. without literature which ex- 
presses the ideas and program of 
rhe party very little substantial 
progress can be made. On every 
important issue confronting the 
American working class such as the 
war danger, trade union problems, 
unemployment, tbe Soviet Union, 
the Pauty must sot its program be- 
fore tiie working class. 

Especially today with the bank- 
ruptcy of the two old internationals, 
the second and the third, is it ne- 
cessary to bring the revolutionary 
doctrines of the Fourth Internation- 
al before as large an audience as 
possible. 

The war in Ethiopia, which 
threatens to engulf the whole of 
humanity, iwises before the working 
class a life and death struggle. The 
social patriotic position of both the 
f-ocialtst and CommunlHt parties in 
the face of the coming war neces- 
sitates redoubled effort on the part 
of the Fourth Internationalists to 
meet the tide of social chauvinism 
which will sweep the nation at the 
outbreak of war. 

For the task. of educating the van- 
guard in the principles of revolu- 
tionary Marxism a Strong press 
must be built which will Issue pam- 
phlets and books on the fundamen- 
tal problems of the day. 

Pioneer Publishers is making a 
beginning in this direction with the 
publication of THE SELECTED 
WORKS OF LEON TROTSKY, at 
popular prices within the reach of 
every worker. 

The publication of this material 
upon which the movement for the 
Fourth International Is based, will 
be of incalculable value to the 
Party in its work of preparing the 
American workers for the struggles 
to come. 

In these wofrks are to be found 
a record of the whole disastrous 
policy of the Comintern in the' last 



ten years; the struggle of the Rus- 
sian Communist Party ; the suicidal 
policy of the Stalinist bureaucracy 
with regard to the peasantry; the 
disagreements over such burning 
problems as National Minorities, 
Industrialization, the alliance with 
the Kuomlngtang which destroyed 
the communist movement In China. 
the Anglo-Russian Committee, tbe 
catastrophe in Germany, etc. 

The first volume of the SELECT- 
ED WORKS OF LEON TROTSKY. 
The Third International After Len- 
in—fully annotated, will be ready 
in January. It will he a large vol- 
ume of 400 pages, cloth bound, and 
will sell for tbe phenomenally low 
price of $1.50. 

Every worker who is interested in 
obtaining this great work is urged 
to send in his advance order imme- 
diately to Pioneer Publishers, 
100 Fifth Avenue, New York City. 



LEWIS ROBS THE TREASURY 

John L. Lewis gave another ev- 
idence of his "progressivism" by 
steamrolling a $13,000 increase in 
pay for himself from $12,000 to 
$25,000 in the closing session of the 
miners convention. Other cronies 
of Lewis on the executive Board 
also had their rake-off doubled. 

This sentiment of the rank and 
file toward this grand steat was 
grimly expressed by an Indiana del- 
egate, J.W.Norrlsh : "We have min- 
ers that are going barefoot, Isn't 
the present salary plenty to sustain 
any one in a standard of decency 
and health." 



SUBSCRIBERS ATTENTIOK! 

If the number following your 
name on the wrapper Is 
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your subscription has EX- 
PIRED. We urge yon to send 
In your renewal by return malL 
thu; insuring the receipt of 
your copy without interruption. 
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The Wall Is Cracking 

Tk fVBli long years the wall behind which Stalin 
-*». perpetrates his infamies on his revolutionary op- 
ponents and critics is beginning to crack and the ter- 
rible truth is making it] way to the international 
working class. The escape of the*herofc Tarov es- 
tablished for the first time a direct line of communi- 
cation from the solitary cells and concentration 
camp;. Now Ciliga, former member of Che political 
bureau of the Communist parly of Jugoslavia has 
emerged from the living grave to report that foreign 
communists as well as Russians are hounded, perse- 
cuted and imprisoned if they venture to disagree 
with Stalin. Tie revelations concerning the -x>n of 
Trotsky and tils wife reveal that the "genial leader" 
celebrates the "irrevocable victory of socialism" by 
seizing relatives of those political opponent/; who are 
out of his reach and holding them as hostages, if 
indeed he is still holding them and ha) not done 
away with them. General Impressions of the Stalin- 
ist terror against.the Bolsheviks are now being -up- 
piemented by detailed facts, it is our task to make 
these facts known to the clais-consclous workers, the 
real friends of Ohe Soviet Union, and thereby to 
hasten their intervention. 

The most timely and appropriate step that can 
be taken now is to agitate for the sending of an im- 
partial commisuon to the Soviet Union to investigate 
the conditions of the revolutionary political" prisoners 
there and to make a public report of their findings. 
The Sunday Worker explained that Tarov's accusa- 
tions have already been refuted by "impartial ob- 
server" from foreign countries. That, of course, is 
a fake. The glowing reports of interested "Friends 
of the Soviet Union, " who make up their reports in 
Moscow hotels and never go near the solitary con- 
finement ceils and concentration camp^. are not 
worth the paper they are written on. We speak of 
an authoritative commission of reputable people- who 
are known for their integrity and Incorruptibility as 
well as for their publicly expressed pro-Soviet atti- 
tude. Will such a commi pion be permitted to enter 
tie Soviet Union and interview Che prisoners? If 
not, the. mere refusal will he a confession of guilt 
which every class-eonsciou, i worker will understand. 

Along with the agitation for a commission to visit 
the Soviet Union we must demand the alleviation of 
the conditions of Che prisoner! and do something to 
provide material support for the persecuted victims 
of Stalin's terror and their families. Money is needed 
for comrade Tarov to ensure hi' safety in Europe. 
Means must be found to relieve the hardships of the 
Bolshevik prisoners and exiles who are deprived even 
of the nece«ary crust of bread by their vengeful 
tormenters. The revolutionary prisoners in Stalin's 
jails and concentration camps are the richest capital 
of the revolution. The conservation of their lives ii> 
for Elie international proletariat an act of self-de- 
fense. Honest, class-conscious worker- of all tenden- 
cies ijjivc :\u interest at stake iii This matter of the 
Soviet political Im^oners. They ought to conperale 
in organizing this work and pushing it forward. 



nature of the case, while important, are decidedly 
secondary. 

In the face of the urgent need for unity, which 
overshadows all other considerations, leaders who 
haggle endlessly over these points for reasons of per- 
sonal ambition or narrow organization ".patriotism 
stand self-oondemned. This method of struggling for 
"leadership" is futile anyway. In a broad demo- 
cratic movement— and the unemployed movement by 
its very nature cannot be anything else if it is to grow 
and thrive — those individuals will eventually arrive 
at the posts of leadership who are qualiSed to lead. 
Even organizational maladjustments which may be 
accepted by the more conscientious leaders for i&e 
sake of unity will eventually be rectified in due time 
in the normal course of development. 

We especially urge 'the leaders of the National 
Unemployed League, among whom are members of 
the Workers Party, to take this broad view of the 
situation .and to push forward the unification. This 
course should be taken even at the cost of organiza- 
tional concessions demanded by the WAA which may 
be out of line_ with the relation of forces between 
the two organizations. That is the way to serve the 
interests of the unemployed masses at the present 
juncture. In any case, the members of the Workers 
Party in both organizations, as the champions of 
labor solidarity and the opponents of splits in She 
economic movement, are duty-bound to fight for the 
unity of the NUL and the WAA against any who 
may try to obstruct it and to insist that it be con- 
summated without delay. 



For the Unity of Unemployed 

PBKMAXKNT mass unemployment brings new 
problems and new forms of labor organization. 
In the years since the beginning of the crisis the 
necessity for distinct organizations of Bhe unemployed 
and part time workers has becqme increasingly evi- 
dent, and it is equally evident that such organiza- 
tions. In order to function with the maximum effec- 
tiveness and to promote the class solidarity of the 
workers, must be an .integral part of the general 
labor movement. 

The necessity of this close relationship and co- 
operation between the organisations of the unem- 
ployed and the established trade unions has been 
especially emphasized by the launching of the federal 
plbllc works program and the part-time employment 
of a great number of workers previously unemployed. 
This cooperation, in turn, is greatly facilitated by 
the strong organization of the unemployed and part- 
time workers and their unification everywhere in a 
sin-de Iiorty on a permanent basis. 

The unification of the unemployed movement is 
undoubtedly the next step in the line of progressive 
development in this lield. Whatever the original 
reasons for the formation of separate organizations 
of the unemployed Ihere is no justification now for 
further division. The interests of the unemployed 
and of the labor movement in general imperatively 
call for unity. 

The unity negotiations between the National Un- 
employed League ami the Workers Alliance oi Amer- 
ica have offered the best prospect for the combina- 
tion of all the organized unemployed in a single iri- 
tional organization. The unification of the two 
largest and most compatible organizations would un- 
doubtedly lay the basis for a general assimilation of 
the various independent local and slate bodies and 
the Unemployed Councils and provide a i^v/evful 
stimulus to the further organization of the unorgan- 
ized. A united national organization thus constituted 
would reenforce the trade union movement and con- 
tribute to the strensrtfoening of the position of ail the 
workers, employed and unemployed. t 

The failure of the WAA and the NUL up till now 
to come to un agreement for the unification is all the 
more to be ivirretteil in view of the immense new 
possibilities that would be opened up before a united 
movement. The fact that general agreement exists 
as to the policies of the unemployed movement re- 
duces possible disegreeement.s to questions of organ- 
ization and administration, finest ions which in the 



M. Cry of M»*-©te»t from M. 
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Letter of 13 BoI»hewtk», Written In 
1934, Comes to Light for First Time 



We publish below an authentic document, shocking In its revela- 
tions of the tortures to which the Stalinist bureaucracy dally submits 
-the best Russian and foreign revolutionists, when the Utter come to 
the C.S.S.K. We make this letter pnbllc (written in Jan, 1934) only 
after great delay because one of the comrades, with whom it deals, 
has only recently managed to make his way abroad. But the letter 
retains its full force today because two cut of the three Yugoslavs 
mentioned, and hundreds and thousands of other revolutionists are 
still in prison and exile in the same conditions so candidly described 
in tltis etter of pretest (I.C.L. Press Service.) 

■ • * 

To Akulon Attorney General 
of the IM3.S.B., Moscow: 
On November 28, 1933, the Yugo- 



The New Labor Press 

THE labor awakening signalized by the waves of 
militant strikes under the Roosevelt administra- 
tion is beginning to find expression in another form 
which has its own significance, Headed by the North- 
west Organizer, weekly organ of Local 574 at Minne- 
apolis and the brighter* trade union paper in the 
country, in one locality after another new'trade union 
papers representing progressive and militant union- 
ism are springing up. The last few weeks have wit- 
nessed the appearance of three other new papen . 

Tlhe Unionist, published by the Union, of Ail 
Workers at Austin, Minn., where it dominates the 
big Hormel packing plant, emerges from its old form, 
as a mimeographed bulletin into a full-sized printed 
paper. Young town Truck Drivers Local 377, follow- 
ing the example of its famous brother local at Minne- 
apolis, brings out a small paper, The Union Guide, 
to light the frame-up prosecution of its leaders and 
to promote the cause of progressive nniontim. At 
Toledo, Local 4 of the Mechanics Educational Society, 
fresh from a victoriousi strike in the auto accessory 
plant, is bringing out its ownpaper, The Industrial 
Unionist. 

Despite technical and editorial shortcomings these 
new labor papers are all distinguished by one quality 
that marks them off sharply from the traditional old- 
line monstrosities of conservatism and dullness hu- 
morously called the "labor press"; the new papers 
are alive. They breath the spirit of struggle, and 
militancy. They contain live news of the struggle 
in their own localities and elsewhere. And running 
uhrough all of them like a red thread is to be seen 
a line which i irreconcilably opposed to ehe line of 
the conservative and reactionary labor papers which 
are .so often run as small rackets and instruments 
of betrayal. 

The new trade union papers are harbingers of 
the coming day when ehe new unionism, the authentic 
movement of militant American labor, will come into 
ifet own and speak in its own voice. A real labor 
press is a power. In time of strike and stress even 
the smallest local sheet can be expanded into a daily 
with the most telling effect, a was demonstrated at 
Minneapolis during the great strike. The publication 
of even a small paper often requires great efforts 
and sacrifices from a comparatively smnl group of 
militants. Wie know this to be the ea le with several 
of the new papers we have mentioned. But the re- 
sults are certain and the objective is worth all the 
effort ten times over. ,We wish success to all the 
new labor papers we fosve enumerated and to others 
which, it is to be hoped, will soon follow in their 
path. 



slav comrade Giliga, who spent 
three years in the political solitary 
at Verkhni-Uralsk, made an attempt 
at suicide, in the offices of the 
central bureau of the G.P.U. by 
slashing his veins: The agents of 
the G.P.U. succeeded in bandaging 
the comrade whose blood flowed 
freely, despite his resistance, and 
of saving him from death by medi- 
cal care, although he did lose a 
great deal of blood - 

This attempt at suicide took 
place at the central offices of the 
G.P.U., where Ciliga bad been taken 
and after his sudden arrest while 
he was under medical treatment at 
Krasnoyarsk, in order to forcibly 
transport him from Krasnoyarsk to 
Yenesseisk, even befoe his treat- 
ment was finished. This tragic at- 
tempt at suicide by a revolutionary 
Communist, former member of the 
Political Bureau of the Yugoslav 
C.P., who for a number of years 
oarrled on his shoulders the full 
weight of Yugoslav reaction, was 
not the result of a sudden outburst 
of despair and of weakness of char- 
acter, but an act of deliberate pro- 
test of an active fighter, deprived 
of the possibility of participating 
in the revolutionary struggle, the 
raison d'etre of bis life. 

The entire past of comrade Ciliga 
and the system of repressions and 
persecutions with Which the G^P.U. 
had surrounded him, demonstrate 
the truth of this contention. 
Hounded by Bourgeoisie and Stalin 

Three Yugoslav Communists, 
comrades Ciliga, Dedich and Dra- 
guich who had been able to with- 
stand the repressions of the the 
Yugoslav bourgeoisie, came to the 
U.S.S.R.. which they considered, 
like so many hundreds and thou- 
sands of other proletariat! revolu- 
tionists abroad, to be their socialist 
fatherland. These three comrades 
were active functionaries of the 
Yugoslav C. P. Dedich had been 
rhe secretary of the District Com- 
mittee of the party in a large work- 



ers' community. Draguich was a 
member of the Central Committee 
of the party and Giliga a member 
of the Political Bureau and on the 
staff of the central legal organ of 
the party. All three . were hated 
for good cause by the Yugoslav 
government, all three could expect 
the most vicious terror from the 
Yugoslav bourgeoisie. 

These comrades, who found a 
cruel exploitation of the proletariat 
in the U.S.S.R. and who had be-, 
come convinced of the betrayal of 
the leading .group,' of its betrayal 
of the proletarian revolution, joined 
the opposition and soon shared the 
fate of the Russian Communists 
who carry on an unceasing struggle 
for the proletarian revolution and 
who, in the U.S.S.R., are also pun- 
ished tor It as they are in other 
countries by prison, by condemna- 
tion to life in concentration camps, 
by moral and physical abuse, by 
exile to the remotest corners of 
Eastern Siberia, to the province of 
Narym, to the favorite places where 
Czsrlst Russia loved to send Its 
prisoners. 

The Hunger Strike 

The three comrades, sentenced In 
1930 to three years imprisonment 
were transferred to solitary con- 
finement at Verkhnl- Uralsk and cut 
off not only from the proletarian 
movement of their own country but 
also from their families and friends. 
What the Yugoslav authorities 
failed to do, was accomplished by 
the government of Stalin and Molo- 
tov. Comrade Ciliga and the two 
other Yugoslav comrades, became 
the victims of the Soviet prison 
system, a system of provocation 
calculated to the meanest detail, 
which in the Spring of 1931 in the 
large Communist collective in the 
political solitary of Verkhni-Uralsk, 
numbering 176 persons, led to a 
hunger strike of 18 days duration 
as a protest against the shots fired 
through the window of a prisoner 
(Essay an) who was seriously 
wounded. Ciliga nnd his comrades 
who participated in the hunger 
strike, together with many Russian 



of humiliating beatings, were placed 
in chains and the water hose turned 
on them, as was the custom in the 
solitary of Verkhni L Uralsk. 
Arbitrary Extension of Sentences 
Ciliga and his comrades were be- 
coming acquainted with a new 
reality, existing only in the U.S.S. 
R. and unknown to the Communists 
active in bourgeois-fascist Europe. 
In the U.S.S.R. every prisoner, on 
the termination of his sentence, 
may see it prolonged for a new 
indefinite period: for a term one. 
two, three years or more without 
the prisoner being indicted, heard 
or Judged in any fashion^ whatso- 
ever. There are many examples 
of Communists, who through the 
practice of the Russian prisons 
have had their .sentences prolonged 
perpetually. The prison term o£ 
the Yugoslav Communists (three 
years) expired in May 1933. Ser- 
iously suffering, from isolation from 
the Communist movement of their 
country, the three Yugoslav Com- 
munists decided at this very mo- 
ment to demand at any cost, the 
right to return to Yugoslavia, 
where, despite the danger which 
threatened them, they could func- 
tion in the ranks of the struggling 
proletariat. The comrades demand- 
ed to be sent to Yugoslavia and an- 
nounced that they would struggle 
to obtain this right by every means 
without eftehewing the most ex- 
treme methods like the hunger 
strike and suicide. The reply of 



against the extension of his sen- 
tence. The G.P.U., fearing that the 
international proletariat might find 
out about the death of Jhe Yugo- 
slav Communists, tortured in the 
prisons of the U.S.S.R., freed com- 
rade Ciliga and sent him into exile 
to far off Eastern Siberia. 
Siberian Exile 
But that in L no way changed the 
situation of comrade Ciliga, since 
he was placed^ in the same condi- 
tions of absolute isolation as in the 
political solitary. Under the pre- 
sent Soviet regime exile means only 
that tiey continue their estrange- 
ment from life, but in different con- 
ditions. Separation from friends. 
from family, the impossibility of 
carrying on correspondence, whieh 
is intercepted by the local agents 
of the G.P.U. and in file greatest 
part destroyed or disappears with- 
out a trace. Repeated raids, fre- 
quent arrests without reason or 
charges — all of this makes of the 
places of exile, concentration camps 
with Just a shred of freedom. And 
comrade Ciliga, sect into the waste 
lands of Eastern Siberia, and seeing 
no other prospect than of beinj; 
transferred to a still more distant 
corner, finally tried to carry out hi* 
threat o£ soicide. 
"We Hold Yoo "Responsible. . .*' 
In making these facts knewa to 
you. we draw your attention to the 
fact that the life of comrade Ciliga 
Is still In danger, although this time 



communists who suffered all sorts would commit suicide as a protest 



the G.P.U. was the order to trans- . his attempt at suicide failed. Since 
port them to another political soli- the main demand of comrade Ciliga 

has received no satisfaction, we 
send you this warning and we hold 
you fully responsible for the system 
of provocations of the- G.P.U. and 
of Its intent to physically extermi- 
nate the Communists among whom 
comrade Ciliga is one of the vic- 
tims. You are entirely responsible 
for the subsequent fate of comrade 
Ciliga who belongs to the interna- 
tional working class and who must 
be given the opportunity of return- 
ing to its ranks. We declare that 
the international working class 
will one day know the fate of com- 
rade Ciliga and the other Yugoslav 
Communists although the treacher- 
ous policy of the leading group 
thrusts them into the remotest 
places. We call upon you to issue 
an order to the G.P.U. to put » n 
end to the systematic persecutions 
against the Yugoslav Communists, 
comrades Ciliga, Dedich. Draguich 
and to give them permission to go 
abroad, since they are illegally and 
forcibly held in the U.S.S.R. 

SIGNED: Boblnski, VoHwv, 
Gourovskaya, DchinachvOli 
(?), Horkina, Ida Landman, 
Plomper." Rapoport, Simfcfr- 
ski, Sotnikov, Shapiro. Fee- 
dorov, Chikin. 
Yemiisseisk, January. 1934. 



tary. In order to remove the possi- 
bility of their securing support in 
their struggle from the large Im- 
portant Communist collective, im- 
prisoned for years In + he solitary 
at Verkhni-Uralsk. 

Ciliga's Heroic Protest 

Comrade CIHga was separated 
from his friends (the fate of the 
other Yugoslav comrades is not 
known to us) and thrown into a 
dungeon of the prison at Chelia- 
binsk, where he carried on a hunger 
strike lasting 23 days to obtain the 
right to return to his home in bis 
country. But the leading group in 
the U.S.S.R., whfch betrayed the 
cause of the revolution in his coun- 
try, Is at the same time indifferent 
when it comes to strengthening tlte 
ranks of the international proleta- 
riat by intrepid, strong and tested 
revolutionists. Moreover, it prefers 
its own government methods in 
regulating their affairs to the Com- 
munists who struggle against the 
inter national bourgeoisie. 

In reply to comrade Ciliga's hun- 
ger strike the G.P.U. informed him 
that his sentence would be extended 
two more years, Following tnis 
comrade Ciliga imperatively de- 
manded his freedom, or else he 



Socialist Call and Daily Worker 

|1TB Trotsky-Hearst frame-up of the Stalinists 
and their slander system in general got a severe 
jolt from the editorial in the Socialist Call in which 
TrotKky's standing as a revolutionist and his right 
to criticize the Stalin regime are vigorously defended. 
The Call bluntly states that the Daily Worker owes 
Trotsky an apology, and then adds an ironical post- 
script: "Are we to assume that the Stalinists, too. 
have lost any idea of journalistic propriety?" That 
can safely be assumed. 

The position taken by the Socialist Call on the 
controversy over the Soviet political prisoners dis- 
tinguishes It favorably from the reformist Socialist 
press of Eurojie whieh suppresses all references to 
Stalin's persecutions of the Bolsheviks — they know 
all about it and have no objection — as well as from 
the New Deader and the Forward which utilize the 
revelations in order to discredit the Soviet Union in 
the manner of Hearst. The Call takes a pro-Soviet 
position and. at the wtine time, defends the ri«ht of 
revolutionists to criticize the bureaucracy. 

Biff one remark in the editorial, if taken literally, 
.strikes a decidedly false note: "We are not concerned 
with the truth of the statements in these (Trotsky's) 
articles." It is |K>s.sible that this is meant simply to 
separate the is ne of the Stalinist slander frame-up 
— which the Call condemns out of hand — from the 
accusations of Trotsky and Tarov. The questions 
should be separated. Hut the second i far more 
important than the first, and revolutionists cannot 
remain indifferent to it. 

The persecution of Bolsheviks strike* a blow at 
the Soviet T'liiou. Thaie who believe Tarov's story 
should raise their voices in protest. IE one doubt" 
the truth of TaroVs statements he should call for an 
investigation by an iraiBirtial, pro-Soviet committee 
to establish the facts. But to say that one is "not 
concerned'" with the truth of the accusations — if that 
is what is really meant— is to express indifference to 
one of the most burning problems of the Soviet Union, 
the fa*e of the genuine revolutionist ; within its 
borders. Xo serious revolutionist In any country can 
maintain such an attitude. 



February Issue of New 
International Out Soon 



The February NEW INTERNA- 
TIONAL will be out soon. 

Among the material contained in 
this issue, the article on the Stak- 
hanovist movement will probably 
attract the most immediate atten- 
tion. Written b.v one of our Rus- 
sian comrades, N. Markin, the facts 
presents are fully authenticated by 
references to information that ap- 
peared in the press of the Soviet 
Union. In each instance exact data 
is given, presenting on the whole a 
picture of this movement not pre- 
viously known in this country, 
which should be of special interest 
also to all the readers of the NEW 
MILITANT. 

An interview with Leon Trotsky, 
appearing in this issue, will no 
doubt be considered by many read- 
ers as its special feature. We can 
readily agree. The interviewer is 
a member of the British I.L.P., who 
recently made a visit to Norway, 
and in the course of his discussions 
with comrade Trotsky put a num- 
ber of questions to which he re- 
ceived specific and quite elaborate 
answers While the questions and 
the answers were concerned in the 
main with problems facing the I.L. 
P., they are all of much more than 
mere partisan interest since they 
touch upon some of the most funda- 
mental aspects of tactics and tac- 
tics and strategy of the revolution- 
a r y movement. 

Comrade John West takes up in 
this issue the question of organic 
unity. Since the Seventh Comintern 
Congress this question appears to 
have been transferred into the 



realm of reality; the Stalinists, at 
any rate, have 'become ardent pro- 
ponents of organic unity with the 
Socialist parties. While the actual 
consumation of such organic unity 
may still be doubtful and not at 
all solved by the mere formula of 
unity that usually appears so at- 
tractive to the average worker, It 
devolves upon the Marxists to give 
the answer to this Stalinist propo- 
sal. This is what comrade West 
has undertaken to do in his article. 
His analysis is presented with usual 
thoroughness. 

An article by comrade Swabeck 
is devoted to the question : Does the 
A. F. of L. Face a Split? No doubt 
this subject is of sufficient impor- 
tance to deserve serious comment 
as well as to be, at this moment, of 
more than ordinary interest to our 
readers. 

Among the other material, carried 
in the February issue of the NEW 
INTERNATIONAL two articles de- 
serve special mention. One of them, 
written by Felix Morrow, deals 
with the spirit of the American 
Constitution and the other is a con- 
tinuation of the discussion by com- 
rade Novack on the role of the 
American Intellectuals. 

We present in this issue also a 
new contributor, comrade Erich 
Wollenberg. During a number of 
years, but prior to the Stalinist 
"third period," he was the leader of 
■the military sector of the German 
Communist party. His contribution 
to the February issue analyses the 
question of: Just Wars in the Light 
of Marxism. 



Fur Strike 
Called Oft 



(Continued from Page 1) 

riers swallow the contract. The 
echoes of class-collaboration re- 
sounded througliout his entire 
speech ; a strike, he declared, means 
suffering for the workers, ruin for 
the bosses and is bad for the Indus- 
try ( ! ) generally. Don't worry, he 
consoled the workers, some day 
we'll have a. Farmer-Labor party 
and It will reform the rotten cap- 
italist system. 

Members of the Progressive Unity 
Group and other rank and file 
workers criticized the agreement 
and the leadership of the union 
responsible for it. They pointed 
out that it was presented to the 
membership as an accomplished 
fact and there wis nothing to be 
done but to accept it since the 
leadership had not prepared for a 
strike. It was common knowledge 
in the fur market and well known- 
to the bosses (see their organ, 
"Women's Wear") that the leader- 
ship of the union did not intend to 
strike and this, of course, made the 
bosses all the more arrogant. 



The Stalinists' Record 

In the six, months the Stalinists 
have been at the helm of the united 
Furriers Union, they have induced 
a spirit of apathy among the work- 
ers and suppressed all sparks of 
militancy in their ranks. They re- 
introduced a system of craft locals 
Instead of the industrial form of 
organizations which the right wing, 
leaders dared not do in their bold- 
est moments. They made deals 
with unprincipled individuals, sur- 
rounded themselves with an appa- 
ratus of yes-men, including some 
Old Guard Socialists, a window 
dressing for their actions. The 
prestige of the Stalinists as a Mili- 
tant force in the trade union move- 
ment is today little but a dim mem- 
ory. The furriers must recognize- 
in them a force for evil only, a 
brake on the workers' struggle, 
ready for anything including dass- 
collaboration indistinguishable from 
any of the old line A. F. of L. bu- 
reaucrats. Even the red paint has 
worn off. They must draw the 
proper lessons for the future. 

an 
DANCE 
SATURDAY NIGHT FEB. 15t*i 

at 328 East 14th Street 

New York City 

Auspices: Branch 1, W. P. 
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SHADES OF LENIN! 



BO STON.— Ushered in by a hys- 
terical campaign in the Hearst 
Boston American, appealing to all 
patriotic Bostonians to prevent the 
meeting, the people of this city 
were astounded by a spectacle of 
patriotism and flag-waving under 
the guise of Ji Lenin memorial meet- 
ing held recently by the C. P. at 
Symphony Hall. 

In a truly American setting, 
without a single decoration of Com ; 
mnnisf origin. District Organizer 
Fraukfeld 'read a twenty-minute 
speech, whose theme was that 



throughout the land there were no 
better, more loyal Americans to be 
found than in the flock of Stalin. 
In introducing the following speak- 
er, a C. P. member,- he carefully 
addressed ■him as "Mr." Moore to 
the amusement of the audience. 

The high note of the meeting 
was a talk by that eminent Ameri- 
can patriot. Karl Browder, who es- 
sayed the despicable and pathetic 
task of trying to justify the social- 
patriotism of the C. P. as sanctioned 
by Lenin! Among many other re- 
marks of a similar stripe b.v this 



"revolutionist" is the following, 
delivered passionately and earnest- 
ly : "We Communists will never 
give up our American Flag to Al 
Smith's Liberty League, or the 
Hearsts, and we always have an 
American Flag at our. meetings in 
remembrance of the Bill of Rights 
which assures life, liberty and hap- 
ipiness to all." ( !) 
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NEWS FLASH! 



As we go to press the dress- 
makers are makjng final prepara- 
tions for a general strike which 
will involve over 100,000 workers. 

Frantic last-minute efforts of La 
Gunrdia proved abortive. The 
bosses remained recalcitrant and 
the union refused to allow Itself to 
be bluffed. 

Unless unforseen developments 
occur between this writing and 
Monday, the strike date, the walk- 
out is expected to close every dress 
shop in the city. 

Thirty-three halls, hired Tor the 
purpose, will teeem with striking 
working men and women. Many of 



them, will march in picket lines for 
the first time. 

Dressmakers in New Jersey and 
Connecticut will be asked to cooper- 
ate. 

The union is fighting for an in- 
crease in wages to meet the rising 
standard of living and a redaction 
in hours. They are also demanding 
a limitation of contractors and a 
regulation of the system of price 
settlement. 

At this writing 20,000 -workers 
Square Garden in one of the biggest 
are expected to overflow Madison 
strike meetings this city has seen 
since the heydey of the NRA. 
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20,000 Oppositionists Expelled 
From the Communist Party of the 
SovietUn ion in Recent 'C leansing 7 

Forces of the Fourth International Grow in the Strongest Fortress ©f Stalin- 
ism; "Purging" of Critics Conducted by G.P.U. Behind Backs of the 
Membership; Prepare Another Mass Ousting for Spring 



By LEON TROTSKY 

A new cleansing is being con- 
cluded in the so-called Communist 
parly of the Soviet Union. This 
time it bears the modest label of a 
"check-up on party credentials." 
The difference between this purge 
and all those that preceded it lies 
In the fact that it is being effected 
without even the nominal partici- 
pation of the party itself; no 
general meetings, no personal con- 
fessions, no public denunciations, 
no corroborating testimony. The 
cheeking machinery operates en- 
tirely behind the scenes : for, yon 
see, this fa merely a matter of 
"credentials." In reality approxi- 
mately 10 percent of the party has 
' been expelled as a result of this 
modest technical check-up. The 
check-up of party candidates has 
not been completed as yet. But al- 
ready, many more than 200,000 
have been ejected from the ranks 
of the party. Let us recall, inci- 
dentally, that this was almost the 
.numerical strength or the' entire 
Bolshevik party during the period 
when it led the proletariat to the 
conquest of power. 

The Categories of Expelled 

The January 2 issue of Pravdit 
breaks down the figures of the ex- 
pelled into the following main cate- 
gories: "From Trotskyists, Ztno- 
vlevists, opportunists, double-deal- 
ers, alien elements, sneak- thieves, 
adventurers down to spies of the 
foreign agencies." The list, vou 
will observe, reproduces the gen- 
eral formula of all Thermidorlan 
amalgams. It would be utterly 
naive to become "indignant" over 
the coupling of Trotekylsts with 
sneak-thieves and spies. Every re- 
gime at loggerheads with the 
people persecutes, on the one hand, 
the revolutionists and on the other 
criminals. Prom ^fime immemorial 
these two categories lived side by 
side in the prisons of the Czar, as 
they live today In the prisons of 
the bourgeoisie of the entire world. 
Kerensky In his own time swore 
again and again that the Bolshe- 
viks were in collusion with black 
hundred gang s and German spies 
Stalin remains entirely true to tra- 
dition. Instead of growing "indig- 
nant" over the statistic amalgam, 
let tjb analyze it more closely. 

First of all we note the striking 
fact that from among the more 
than 200.000 expelled, the "Trot- 
skyists" are officially assigned the 
first place. Does this Imply that 
they are so large a group numeric- 
ally? Or is it that the bureaucracy, 
after liquidating "the remnants 
and splinters" of Trotskyism no 
less than ten times, still continues 
to consider them as its most dan- 
gerous enemy? Both. We shall 
shortly prove on the basis of offi- 
cial statistics that the number 1 of 
the expelled Bolshevik -Leninists 
during the last cleansing alone 
(the latter part of 1935) amounts 
to no less than 10,000, and, in ef- 
fect, a great many more. The bes- 
tiality of the repressions is ample 
indication of the extent to which 
the bureaucracy fears this "cate- 
gory." 

The Chief Opposition Force 

The Trotskyists and Zlnovievista 
are commonly lumped together in 
a single category by the official 
accounts. The ZinovievistB always 
represented a purely Leningrad 
grouping, in other parts of the 
country they consisted of only 
scattered Individuals, and they 
never had an Independent political 
physiognomy, let alone their insta- 
bility. Thus we obtain six cate- 
gories of the expelled: 1) Bolshe- 
vik-Leninists; 2) Zlnovlevlsts ; 3)> 
"opportunists" (recorded here more 
for symmetry and camouflage: the 
individual reports do not mention 
tfoem at all as a rule; 4) double- 
dealers and alien elements (former 
White Guards^ etc.) ; 5) sneak- 
thieves and adventurists; 6) foreign 
spies. With slight variations there 
categories, are repeated in the dis- 
trict reports, correspondence, lead- 
ing articles, etc. 

Before passing to the analysis of 
the question of the numerical 
strength of the Bolshevik-Leninists, 
we wisfo to point out that not a 
single Hating of the categories of 
the expelled or any of the commen- 
taries, we have examined, contains 
any mention either ot the Mensbe- 
Tiks or the Sodal-Revolatlomriea., 
Boti these parties are politically 
non-extstent. Their reactionary 
policy in 1917, as comrade Tarov 



has recently so correctly pointed 
out, has barred them from all ap- 
proach to the new generations in 
the city and country. And as the 
Jugoslav comrade Cfliga, yester- 
day's captive of Stalin, has stressed 
on several occasions, the only seri- 
ous opposition in the country is 
that of the Bolshevik-Leninists. In 
other words, the opposition to 
Bonapartism in the Soviet Union 
flows not from the principles of 
petty-bourgeois democracy, hut 
from the conquests of the October 
revolution, and marches under its 
banner. Let us keep this fact firm- 
ly in mind, for it Is of colossal Im- 
portance for the future. 
* * * 

After all the preceding purges 
and campaigns of physical exter- 



mination it seems almost incredible 
that among the various categories 
of the expelled— not hundreds, not 
thousands, but a minimum of 200,- 
000— the Bolshevik-Leninists should 
be listed in the first place. How 
many of them were there? The 
Soviet press refrains cautiously 
from citing any totals on this score. 
Only in individual articles, and re- 
marks dealing with provinces find 
districts do we run across direct 
or indirect (most often indirect) 
mention of the number of the ex- 
pelled "Trotskyists." This, is the 
data we propose to dwell upon. 
In the Dnyeper-Petrovsfc Province 
Khatayevich, secretary of the 
Dnyeper-Petrovsk province, reports 
in his article that during the check- 
( Continued on Page 3) 



Rebel Spirit 
Stirs Akron 
Gum Miners 

Successful Sit-DownStritccs 

Impel Militant Action 

In Rubber Unions 



By JACK WILSON 

AKRON, Ohio. Feb. 10— In a 
powerful display of organized 
strength that amazed and alarmed 
the tire companies, thousands of 
rubber workers joined in various 
spontaneous "sltdowns" at the Big 
Three plants here during the past 
two weeks which had serious pos- 
sibility of spreading into an indus- 
try wide strike until the workers' 
demands were mainly met. 

These "sitdowns" began at Fire- 
stone which involved 2,000 workers 
and brought complete victory of the 
union as explained in the previous 
issue of the New Militant. 

The "sitdown" idea spread to 
Goodyear where another 2,000 work- 
civs supported the refusal of the tire 
curing room to take a wage cut. 
Although the company failed to re- 
scind the cut, they did- not dare 
carry out a written order to spread 
the cut to plant 2 its the workers 
prepared to shut down the plant 
under leadership of tli e Goodyear 
local of the United Rubberworkers 
of America. 

Then, tirebuilders at Goodrich sat 
down Friday night because one of 
(Continued on Pa*e 2) 



Find WPA 
Head Guilty 
Of Murder 



Workers Jury Unanimous 

in Verdict; NUL, WAA 

Leaders Speak 

TOLEDO. Feb. 9.— Several, hun- 
dred W.P.A. workers, who braved 
sub-zero blizzard weather here, 
were n mused to a fighting pitch 
today at .the disclosures o£ the in- 
human ci renin stances surrounding 
the death of Alonzo Walker, W.P. 
A. worker who was permitted to 
freeze to death on a W.P.A, pro- 
ject here three weeks ago. The open 
trial of the W.P.A. administration 
for murder was conducted by the 
W.P.A. Workers Union this after- 
noon at the Koi Davis auditorium. 

The trial was held in connection 
with a mass protest meeting to de- 
mand better conditions, hours and 
wages on the W.P.A. Arnold John- 
son, executive-secretary of the Na- 
tional Unemployed League, and 
Gerry Allard, central Illinois chair- 
man of the Illinois Workers Alli- 
imce and lender of the state hunger 
march to Springfield, 111., last sum- 
mer, were the guest speakers. 
The Physician Testifies 

Nome incredulity was apparent 
Mb first when Art Preis, union pres- 
ident, acting as prosecuting attor- 
ney stated that he was going to 
(Continued on Page 2) 



Mooney 
Appeals 
for Aid 



Trotskx Cables Denial to 
AP on Daily Worker Lies 

Denounce* Repressions Againjt Bolshevik-Leninists 
by the Stalinist Bureaucracy 



Kriiftir'.s Note: .On January 28 
Leon Trotsky sent the following 
cable to the Associated Press 
from Honefoss, Norway : 

Hearst Press published the 
article about political persecution 
ki the Soviet Union pretending 
that it was written by me. 
Friends cabled me requesting to 
know the truth of Hie matter 
through the medium of the. As- 
sociated press. I never gave any 
article to the Heart* prees with 
which I have no relations what- 
soever. The articles which were 
published or used without my 
Itnowledge <ln case they really 
were articles of mine) are nat- 
urally not at all directed against 
the Soviet Union bat only against 
the growing despotism of the rat- 
ing- clique. Darin* the last month 
and weeks I hare received ex 
tremely important news from au- 
thentic sources eonceralng the 
terrible repressions against pout-" 
leal prisoners whose fidelity to 
the Soviet UUnlon Is beyond 
doubt and whose only "crime" 
tonsfato In critie&ting the ruling 
bureaucracy. 

A short tfcne ago Dr. Anton 
CHiga, former leader of the Jugo- 
slav Communist party, returned 
from the Soviet Union where he 
spent more than Are years in 
prison and exQe as pwnishment 
for his critical attttatt of the 
leadership of the Comint*rm>. To 



obtain permission to leave the 
Soviet Union Ciliga resorted, to a 
hunger strike and was subjected 
to forcible feeding. He slashed 
his wrists but was prevented 
from suleide. Thousands of ex- 
pelled members of the ruling 
party who protested against the 
growing inequality or the intro- 
duction of army-officer titles and 
the marshal-order, suffer under 
similar conditions. 

Zinovier and Kamenev, Inti- 
mate collaborators of Lenin, are 
now imprisoned for a terroristic 
crime with which they had noth- 
ing whatsoever to do. Kamenev, 
former chairman of the Political 
Bureau of the Communist party 
of the Soviet Union, is In a eel! 
together with IS others. Last 
year an additional five years was 
tacked on to the original five- 
year sentence for his alleged par- 
ticipation In planning a terroris- 
tic assassination of Stalin. 

The restrained and absolutely 
objective Information related 1>y 
L'Hlga, Taror and others prove 
the Increasing antagonism devel- 
oping between tfie bureaucracy 
and the 'population and prove the 
need of the bureaucracy to re- 
sort to sharpest " repressions In 
the Interests of self-preservation. 
To say' this frankly fe to do a 
real service to the people of the 
Soviet Union. 

(signed) LEON TROTSKY. 



FundsBadly Needed toFight 

Activities of Calif. 

Frame-up Crew 

Gounty Jail No. 1, 
San Francisco. Calif. 
February 1. 1836. 
Mr. James P. Cannon. 
New Militant, 
New York City, N.Y. 
Sly dear Cannon : 

On Monday, February 3, the hear- 
ing on my petition for a habeas 
corpus writ will be resumed before 
the referee appointed by the Calif- 
ornia Supreme Court. Once more 
that monstrous serpent — the Moon- 
ey -Billings frame-up will crawl 
from tts bed of alime, raise its 
ghastly head, display its fangs and 
inject its deadly poison into the 
Mood-stream of public opinion in 
the hope of paralyzing it so that we 
may be held in prison until death. 
This hearing is bringing our strug- 
gle to a new crisis where we need 
your moral and financial help more 
than ever before. 

We have proved that all the 
material evidence, all matters of 
identification as to our participa- 
tion in the crime was pure and 
unadulterated perjury. 

We hare proved that the Dis- 
trict Attorney and the Police De- 
partment had conscious know- 
ledge of that perjury when they 
presented it to the court that con 
victed us. 

We have proved that they de- 
liberately suppressed and conceal- 
ed vital evidence that would have 
conclusively established our in- 
nocence. 
This hearing is or vital import- 
ance not because there L-= much 
hope the California State Supreme 
Court may grant m.v writ, but be- 
cause it N tin? final step in carry- 
fug the case forward to the United 
States Supreme Court where there 
is real hope for favorable action. 
An Organ of Reaction 
We know with ixisitive knowledge 
that the Supreme Court of Calif- 
ornia itself has from the beginning 
been part and parcel of this mons- 
trous frame-up. 

-rudjie P. W. Ilenslmw, Justice of 
the California State Supreme Court 
for more than twenty years, was 
driven from the. bench in shame a-; 
;i result of disclosures brought 
about through the Mooney defense. 
He accepted a bribe of almost a 
million dollars for his decision in 
the Fair Will Case. The I>ensmore 
dictograph report disclosed Justice 
Ilenshaw as the intellectual guiding 
evil genius in -the Mooney frame- 
up. 

The California -State Supreme 
Court in -the 1930 hearing on War- 
ren K. Billings application for a 
pardon, declared that there was no 
frame-up, that ail the perjurers told 
the truth in 1S1C, and their later- 
re can fat ions and confessions of per- 
jury were the result of the conniv- 
ance of our defense committee. 

The minority opinion of one ot 
its members. Justice William H. 
Langdon. coiwtfitutes the greatest 
indictment ever written of any Su- 
preme Court majority opinion. 

The California State Supreme 
Court represents -the same powerful 
financial and Industrial reaction- 
ary force that framed us because 
of our loyal devotion to the trade 
union movement. That Court still 
carries on. 

Frame-up Crew Still Active 

Judge Henshaw, Detective Swan- 
son, Jury Foreman MaeNevin and 
Chief of Police White of the Pacif- 
ic Gas and Electric Company are 
nil dead. But the living frame-up 
crew will spread their poison 
through the newspapers of the na- 
tion during the month of February, 
crying out anew for our blood. 

The unspeakable C.M.Fickert, for- 
mer District Attorney by the grace 
of the United Railroads, who was 
going to use Tom Mooney'* gallows 
as a campaign platform for the 
governorship in 1918, now a derelict, 
will be washed and dressed for his 
part and dragged from his long and 
well deserved oblivion once again 
to serve his God — Mammon. His 
chief assistant, Edward A. Cunha, 
who was to succeed him as District 
Attorney as a reward for his part 
in the foul frame-up will again help 
him with all the venom and cun- 
ning of his poisonous hatred. 

Steve Banner, Lieutenant of Po- 
lice in 1916, who coached perjurer 
Oxman, is now a retired Captain of 
Police with one hundred thousand 
dollars in his bank account, for 
which he gives no explanation tp 
public officials, now Investigating 
charges of police graft and extor- 
tion. Tfeey dare not prosecute him, 
fearing he may tell all he knows 
<Ceottaned en Face 2) 
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Miners Convention Hurls 
Defi at Green Ultimatum 

Complete Solidarity with Irdoitriai Union Movement 
Spurs Organization in Other Industries 



By ABNE SWABECK 

The A. F. of L. "will not tolerate 
within it an organization challeng- 
ing the supremacy ot the parent 
body.'' This ultimatum against the 
Committee Ibr Industrial ■ Organi- 
zation, Wftn. Green delivered in 
person to the United Mine Work- 
ers convention and when he got 
the answer he deserved, he pro- 
tested and insisted that his re- 
marks had been "unfairly" Inter- 
preted as an ultimatum. 

In the answer given, the seven- 
teen hundred delegates voted unan- 
imously to support the Committee 
for Industrial Organization and to 
support its policy of industrial un- 
ionism. They voted authorization 
to the officers to withhold per-eap- 
ita tax payments to the A. F. of I,, 
should such action be deemed nec- 
essary. 

This was the high point of a re- 
markable convention. It wasknown 
in advance that its decisions would 
hav« an important bearing upon 
the outcome of the present conflict 
in the A. F. of L. over the indus- 
trial union issue. The convention, 
therefore, received the undivided 
attention from all sections of the 
labor movement and, needless to 
say, not the least from the A, K. 
of L. top bureaucracy. 

Crushing Defeat for Green 

Wm Green faced a .supreme test. 
His Executive Council had demand- 
ed that the C.I.O. disolve. He ap- 
peared before the miners' conven- 
tion in the role of a patriarch pre- 
siding over the great family of 
trade unions, in which, he said, 
some of its members were in "open 
rebellion." Although he undoubt- 
edly used ail his powers of persua- 
tion, he did not leave a very pow- 
erful impression. The delegates 
listened to him in stony silence, 
broken ntm- and then by a chorus 
of boos. John L. Lewis on the 
other hand utilized to the fullest 
extent all his showmanship talent, 



lending so much greater effect to 
the decisions made. In this respect 
the convention was magnificently 
staged. 

When Green had finished bis ad- 
dress. John L. Lewis asked those 
delegates who had changed their 
minds because of the address to 
stund up. Two men stood up. Fol- 
lowing this Lewis asked how many 
believed the C.I.O. should be dis- 
solved. A lone delegate stood up. 
To the final question how many be- 
lieved that the policies of this con- 
vention should be carried out, all 
delegates arose amid handclapping 
and cheers. 

After this demonstration of una- 
nimity, Lewis was able to turn to 
Green and exclaim: "I trust, sir, 
you will carry back to your organ- 
ization the answer of the 
Mine Workers." 

Miners [Branch Out 
Indeed, Hie c«al miners had 
given i*n answer thoroughly in ac- 
cord with their splendid tradition 
as militant unionists. They spoke 
us members of the most powerful 
organization in the A. F. of I,., 
whose expression of opinion must 
he accepted in earnest. No doubt 
the coal miners feel confident that 
\lie strength of their union has 
been restored; counting over 500,- 
000 members, the union now em- 
braces about S3 percent of all the 
coal miners in the country. Host 
typical of the recent gains is the 
fact that the whole of the state of 
West Virginia Is now organized, 
where formerly, and particularly in 
Logan County, the terrorism. of the 
coal operators and their henchmen 
in governmental offlctss tor ycurs 
kept the union out. 

Conscious of their strength, the 
coal miners in this convention de- 
cided also to extend the union to 
embrace all workmen -in nnd 
around coal processing plants." 
This, when carried out, would add 
(Continued on Page 3) 
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Meat Packers 
Launch Drive 
In Industry 

Affiliate with CIO; Fight 
for Unrestricted Indus- 
trial Charter in AFL 



MINNEAPOLIS, Feb. -2. — The 
progressive unions in the packing 
house industry have joined Forces 
wifih tiie national movement lor in- 
dustrial unionism through the 
formnl launching of the Committee 
for Industrial Organization In the 
Packing House Industry. This ac- 
tion was taken by the delegates to 
tiie conference at. Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa, on February 1 and 2. The 
actions and recommendations of 
the conference delegates are to be 
submitted to the membership of the 
Irtirticipating locnl unions for ap- 
proval. It is anticipated that such 
approval will be quickly granted 
and the Committee Instructed to 
proceed immediately to its tasks. 

The Committee for Industrial 
Organization in the Packing House 
Industry will direct its attention 
immediately toward the work of, 
securing the affiliation of other 
packing house unions. All indepen 
dent unions and A. F. of I>. unions 
in the industry will be contacted 
by tiie committee. Contacts will 
also be sought among the unorgan- 
ized packing house workers and 
those belonging to company unions. 

The first action of the committee 
will be to establish a research com- 
mittee for the purpose of securing 
statistical information necessary 
to clearly demonstrate the need 
for unity of action in the industry. 
The information, together with 
other educational material will be 
circulated throughout all packing 
house centers. In the near future 
an official news organ will be es- 
tablished by the committee. Visit- 
ing committees wilt be sent out 
from time to time by the local 
unions, and as quickly as circum- 
stances will permit, organizers will 
be sent into the flekt by the com- 
(CMtlmied.on Page 2) 



Minneapolis 
Unions Join 
Lewis Set-up 

22 Locals Take First Step 

in Conference; 574 

Represented 

MINNEAPOLIS, Feb. 2.— The In- 
dustrial Union Conference called 
by Local 666, Miscellaneous Work- 
ers, convened Sunday morning at 
ten o'clock at 520 Hennepin Avenue. 
The meeting was opened by Swan 
Assarson of Local 6fi5, Assarson 
briefly expressed the aims and ob- 
jectives of the conference, pointing 
out the inevitable drift towards in- 
dustrial unionism that was taking 
place and stated that no matter 
how much we attempted to avoid 
the question It would finally have 
to be settled one way or the other. 
He then read the proposed agenda 
which was as follows: Election of 
Chairman, election of Secretary,, 
election of Credentials Committee 
of three, and Resolutions Commit- 
tee of live, discussion by delegates 1 , 
report of committee*, other busi- 
ness and adjournment. Ituoin Latz 
of Local 183, Laundry Workers, 
was elected chairman and Billiard 
Smith of 382, Auto Mechanics, was 
selected as secretary. 

The Credentials and Resolutions 
Committee was then elected. After 
some discussion by delegates, the 
Credentials Committee reported 
that tihere were 46 delegates pres- 
ent, representing 22 local unions. 

Tike following organizations were 
present, with delegates : Genera' 
Drivers No. 574, Electrical Work- 
ers No. 160, Electrical Workers No. 
292, Asbestos Workers No. 34, Pet- 
roleum Workers No. 19802, Twin 
City Federal Workers No.lSIS, Am- 
erican Federation of Actors, Build- 
ing Laborers, No. 563, Upholsterer* 
No. 61, Woodenware Workers No. 
1858, Sheet Metal Workers No. .94, 
Laundry Workers No. 183, Miscel- 
laneous Workers 665, Photo En- 
gravers No. 6, Brotherhood of Lo- 
comotive Engineers and Firemen, 
<Centuin«i m F*f» 4> 



After weeks of negotiations, 
breaks in negotiations and threats 
of strike, the bosses' association, 
recognizing the strength of the 
union, have agreed to a contract 
with the Joint Board of the Dress- 
makers, I.L.G.W.U. 

While the details of the agree- 
ment are not yet public, it Is un- 
derstood tha,t all gains- made In 
the 1933 general strike are retained 
und In some cases improved. The 
main question at issue was tlif. 
setting up of adequate machinery 
to prevent the robbing of workers 
UnitedJ by Chiselling contractors. "Settle- 
ment of prices on the jobbers" 
premises; limitation of contrac- 
tors; the unit or scientific method 
of settling piece ratea" are report- 
ed as agreed to. 

At the present moment final fin 
isliing touches are being added to 
(he agreement. Meetings have been 
arranged by the bosses' nssocla- 
tions to ratify the terms. The un- 
ion is in search of halls large 
enough to seat their entire mem- 
bership for ratification meetings. 
While union demands for the 30- 
ihoiir week and general Increases in 
the minimum wage rate have not 
been met, it is expected that fol- 
lowing the report of the negotiating 
committee headed by President Du- 
binsky and Vice-President Hoeh- 

man, the terms will be accepted. 

The union leaders state tfcat the 
Complete preparations made for 
this strike and the enthusiastic 
demonstrations' and mass meetings 
held last Friday, when the entire- 
membership stopped work -and pa- 
raded to Madison Square. Garden 
and other halls, had a wholesome 
effect on the bosses and was a de- 
termininj: factor in winning the 
agreement. 

Mayor LaGuardia is attempting 
to claim some credit for the settle- 
ment but the dressmakers, looking 
at the result* 1 of the mayor's "medi- 
ation" in other cases where unions 
were weak, give flhe credit to thelr 
own solidarity and 100,000 dress- 
makers can't be wrong! 



Laundry Strike 
Remains Solid 
In 9th Week 



The militant stvike of Bronx 
laundry workers, organized in 
Laundry Drivers' Local 810, now 
in lt& ninth week, is .still effectively 
crippling oiieration of the plants. 
Despite police terror and the 
strikebreaking tactics of city relief 
authorities, the spirit of the strik- 
ers, their wives (organised In la- 
dles' auxiliaries) and families is 
higih and they are determined to 
win. 

The police have pursued a policy 
of arresting as mnny strikers as 
possible, holding them on every 
conceivable charge, in order to 
strip the picket lines of man power. 
To date over 150 arrests have taken 
place on charges ranging from dis- 
orderly conduct to kidnapping. 
Counsel fees and ball are draining 
line union treasury and support It 
gravely needed. 

The shortage of strike relief 
funds has compelled many of the 
workers to turn to Home Relief 
authorities for aid. Wltfaout ex- 
ception their applications have been 
rejected since they refused to scab. 
But ttbe action, of city relief offi- 
cials, police and reactionary judses 
has been unable to break the ranks 
of the strikers. 

Last Friday the union called n 
conference of labor organisations 
to obtain aid. for the strikers. 

The union is asking .all L sympa- 
thizers ,and workers to refuse to 
give their laundry to the follow- 
ing companies: ABC, Bond, Stork,' 
Snow-Wtiite, Sterling, Sun, Sun- 
bright. North American, New York 
(Chester), Planet, Pretty, lie 
Francis, Regent, jummel, Manl'ftt- 
tan, Mirrolikfe Westbun-Tl'"'-- 
bridge and Starlight laundry cm-' 
ponies. 
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the union men was not given a fait 
wage allowance when he was trans- 
fered to another machine. 

A tirebullders committee went 
from department to department ral- 
lying worker* to their banner and 
thus entire production was stopped 
within an hour. This involved 1,600. 
Another s hift came in at midnight 
and joined, doubling the number 
refusing to work. 

A committee of two union men 
from each of the four shifts was 
selected by the workers to confer 
with the management The com- 
pany quickly agreed to give the 
worker his allowance and tie men 
went back to work. 

However, it was discovered that 
the company wa s n't going to pay 
any of the workers money for the 
'time lost during the sttdown so the 
entire factory again quit work. 

Threats by the company to forc- 
ibly move the workers from the 
plant were met with jeers and the 
l»llce were defied. Although the 
plant normally is clo s ed over Sun- 
day the workers prepared to remain 
inside until their demand for half 
pay was met. 

SVhen the company saw that the 
workers were going to keep the 
plant closed at all costs and would 
not let anyone work. It agreed to 
l«y all the men except the tirebuild- 
ers half pay. 

The tirebullders, to show that 
they were willing to sacrifice for 
the sake of fellow-workers, accepted 
the propo 8 al but the other workers 
refused It for over two hours al- 
though union leaders urged them 
to accept. 

The union committee was "trick 
ed" into accepting the proposal and 
recommending it to the men, some, 
of them said later, but not many 
were disturbed because it was seen 
that a mistake this time could and 
would be rectified In the near 
future. 

During the entire time of the sit- 
down, active union members, en- 
thused by the fight of their leaders 
In the negotiations, s Igned up hund- 
reds of non-union men Into the foona- 
fide union. 

Union Grows After Struggle 

The union at Goodyear grew after 
the sttdown but for Just the opposite 
reason which brought the great 
increase of membership at Flre s tone 
and Goodrich locals. 

Goodyear workers realized clear- 
ly that It was their lack of organ- 
ization, of leadership that brought 
the ttrebullders defeat. Failure of 
the union leadership Itself to utilize 
the situation quickly enough also 
left the workers without confidence 
and so they went to work when the 
Goodyear company assembled its 
prize strike-breakers, the Flying 
Squadron to do the work. 

They joined the union 'because to- 
gether with the other union workers 
they make a solid front and so were 
able to plan a 100 per cent sltdown 
at plant 2 which the company was 
afraid of. That's why the order to 
carry out a wage cut is still in the 
superintendent's office and will re- 
main there for a while. 



Since both Goodrich and Fire- 
stone unionists and their leaders 
quickly stepped Into the forefront 
of the sitdowns and led the work- 
ers to victory, hundreds Joined the 
organizations for they hare found 
an answer to the crying need of 
the rubberworkers— a militant trade 
union constantly fighting for the 
workers rights. 

That the rubber workers would 
themselves take spontaneous action 
against ttie slow but steady de- 
pression of their living wage 
through various- moves of the com- 
panies Is thousand fold proof of our 
contention that the unions must 
show in action that they will lead 
the workers, for the workers are 
demanding action. 

Causes of the "Sitdowns" 

The causes of the sitdowns can 
not be found in the Issues around 
which the recent skirmishes were 
fought There have been wage cuts, 
longer hours, etc. introduced before 
In the factories without voluble pro- 
test. Union men have been layed- 
off before and not for Just a week 
as the Firestone unionist whose 
case started the sttdown. 

'L. L. Callahan, Goodrich local 
president, correctly gave as the 
reason for the sitdowns the follow- 
ing statement. "The whole thing 
In a nutshell Is that the men have 
been overworked, overloaded and 
underpaid over a period of time to a 
breaking point. It has been reached 
now. Any incident will serve as the 
spark to set off an explosion." 

In other words, the sitdowns are 
significant as portraying the mood 
and temper of the rubberworkers ; 
as showing what working conditions 
and the drive of economic forces 
have done to their ideas. 

The rapid spread of the sitdowns 
shows how a fighting slogan will 
be concretized by masses In motion 
and that the rubber workers are In 
motion. 

This places squarely before the 
union leaders the responsibility of 
answering the fundamental demands 
of the workers and leading them In 
a battle for a real victory against 
the rubber barons who have been 
running everything their own way 
while Claherty previously was ruin- 
ing' the unions. 

Workers Ready for Strike 

Every avenue of thought arising 
from a study of the meaning of the 
sitdowns leads to the inescapable 
conclusion that the rubberworkers 
not only are ready for hut demand 
an industry wide strike to break 
the continual drive against them 
by the companies. 

There are no smooth- tongued 
Claherty s to divert the growing 
strike sentiment among the workers 
into the channels of betrayal and 
defeat this year. 

Whether any individual union offi- 
cer wants to continue the fight 
against the rubber companies, he 
will not have any chance to decide. 
The upswing of the workers will 
curry htm along. 

What is needed is conscious pre- 
paration for the strike so that the 
workers c~m have every advantage 
possible against their ruthless class 
enemies. 



Miners Lnion Conference Hurls 
Defi at Green Ultimatum on CIO 



(Continued from Face 1) 
about 100,000 workers in b^-product 
and gas and chemical plants to the 
organization. But the craft union 
officials already claim Jurisdiction 
over skilled mechanics working in 
these plants. This, however, may 
be considered only a minor matter 
in view of the general conflict 
around the industrial union Issue. 
While this specific action will play 
its part, it is the attitude of the 
miners' convention in regard to 
this larger question confronting 
the trade union movement today 
that will serve to sharpen enor- 
mously the present conflict in the 
A. F. of L. 

No doubt John L. Lewis has also 
emerged considerably strengthened 
in the union leadership since this 
convention. In its most extreme 
form this was indicated by lauda- 
tory and uncritical statements such 
as those made by delegates from 
Logan County, West Virginia who 
compared Lewis to Moses, who 
"has led us out of the land of 
Egypt" But in its real essence 
the strengthening of the position 
of John L. Lewis can be motivated 
only by the readiness of the rank 
and file coal miners for industrial 
unionism and to accept progressive 
ideas. They understand the issues 
involved in this light and they 
have proved that they are ready 
to make it. 

In the Grand Style 

John L. Lewis, however, under- 
stands also how to make the best 
use of his strengthened position. 
We need mention only the incident 
of the contemplated boost in sal- 
aries for the leading officiate, which 
by the way, became a mere iacl 
dent only after Lewis had had the 
opportunity to gauge the real sen- 
timent of the delegates present. 

The committee on officers report 
brought in a proposition to increase 
the officers' salaries by 100 percent, 
which would elevate the remuner- 
ation for Lewis from a "paltry" 
$12,000 yearly to $25,000. The re- 
sentment to this proposal was well 
expressed by an Indiana delegate, 
J. W. Norrls, who said: "We have 
miners that are going barefoot 
isn't the present salary plenty to 
sustain any one in a standard of 



decency and health." A turbulent 
debate followed with a demand for 
a roll-call vote. But the opposition 
was steam-rollered; both Pat Fa- 
gan, who was in the chair at the 
time, and later John L. Lewis ruled 
this demand out o£ order and de- 
clared the committee's report, in- 
cluding the projected salary boost, 
adopted. The following day, how- 
ever, Lewis cleverly manipulated 
this question to his own advantage. 
With a grandiloquent gesture he 
declined to accept the salary in- 
crease. The other officers hurried 
to follow in his footsteps. 

Autonomy and Roosevelt 

A turbulent debate ensued also 
on the autonomy question. In this 
is involved the right of the district 
organizations to elect their own 
officers against the present prac- 
tice of the general officers institut- 
ing what is called provisional gov- 
ernments, by appointment of offi- 
cials who are to work under the 
supervision of the general officers. 
On a roll-call vote this practice 
was sustained more than two to 
one! Lewis won an easy victory, 
but surely not in this case, a vic- 
tory for progressive ideas. 

Similarly Lewis carried the day 
with ease lining up the convention 
practically unanimously for sup- 
port of Roosevelt— to "go forward 
with Roosevelt," fighting under his 
banner for re-election. Undoubted- 
ly the ease of these victories must 
in a large measure be attributed to 
the all-overshadowing issue of the 
fight for industrial unionism in 
which the delegates by their deter- 
mination to support the position 
taken by John L. Lewis and the 
Committee for Industrial Organiz- 
ation were easily swayed to swal- 
low a good deal more than would 
otherwise have been the case. 
Clash with Craft Unions 

On this major issue none of them 
made any mistake. They were able 
to judge also from practical expe- 
rience. Last year, for example, a 
number of the higher, and particu- 
larly reactionary, craft union offi- 
cials attempted to have the Guffey 
coal bill amended so that skilled 
mechanics, working in or around 
the mines, would be taken out of 



the jurisdiction of the U.M.W.A. 
Needless to say, the miners became 
thoroughly aroused by this attempt- 
ed raid. 

This, however, Is only one small 
example of the conflict between 
craft unionism and industrial un- 
ionism that is now extending deep- 
er into the whole of the movement 
In every instance where actual un- 
ion advance is projected. The Oil 
Workers Union, also represented 
on the Committee for Industrial Or- 
ganization, recently obtained an 
election under the National Labor 
Relations Act in a campaign 
against a company union. Here 
again the higher craft union offi- 
cials stepped in and attempted to 
have the National Labor Relations 
Board recognize the craft unions 
who claimed jurisdiction over the 
mechanics in this field instead of 
the Oil Workers Union. 

Radio Workers Bolt 

It will be remembered that the 
A. F. of L. Executive Council meet- 
ing, held in Miami recently, re- 
jected the appeal of the radio 
workers* federal unions for a na- 
tional charter based on the indus- 
trial form of organization. The 
radio workers have since decided 
to ignore the council's decision and 
to proceed to organize Industrially 
regardless of whether or not this 
means expulsion from the A. F. of 
L. 

There are similar indications 
that the automobile workers' union 
will go ahead, defy the A. F. of 
L. decision to segregate skilled 
mechanics and refuse to let the 
craft union chiefs raid the indus- 
trial jurisdiction which this union 
has already written into its consti- 
tution. 

It is thus clear that great forces 
are already set Into motion in the 
fight for industrial unionism. In 
increasing measure these forces 
will look toward the miners' union 
for leadership. And if the recently 
concluded convention is to be taken 
as an indication, the United Mine 
Workers is becoming concious of 
its new role. Fundamentally this 
Is the light in which the results of 
this convention must be viewed in 
order to get a full and complete 
understanding. 
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WPA Official 
Found Guilty 

(Continued from Page 1) 

prove that Walker was permitted to 
lie on the ground helpless In freez- 
ing weather tor a period of six or 
more hours with the project offi- 
cials refusing to give him any as- 
sistance. The acting prosecutor 
then proceeded to read a number 
of notarized afiidavits, the sworn 
statements of Walker's widow and 
orphan daughter, workers on the 
job and other witnesses. The cli- 
max of this startling but conclusive 
evidence was the presentation of a 
written and signed statement by 
Dr. Phillip M. Johnson, a physician 
of long standing in the community 
who attended Walker before he 
died. The statement was as fol- 
lows: 

"This is to say that I was Al- 
ii nzo Walker's family physician for 
many months. I took care of him 
in his last illness. Here are some 
of the things he said flo me before 
he died: 'I was so oold I fell to 
the ground. I hegged the foreman 
ro send me home, but he walked 
away, I lay on the ground until 
about 4:30 P.M.' His death was 
caused by extreme exposure to 
cold. (Dr. Johnson's emphasis.)" 

Verdict Is "Guilty 

(Jerry Allard, acting judge, then 
(■tilled upon any representative of 
the W.P.A. administration present 
in the audience to assume the role 
of defense attorney. Although the 
administration hud been publicly 
invited to present its side of the 
case at the trial, no representative 
was in attendance. The judge then 
appointed Ted Selander, union ex- 
ecutive-secretary, to act as defense 
council. He preceded to gfve all 
the statements on the case given to 
union committees by the adminis- 
tration. The audience laughed de- 
risively throughout the presenfta- 
tou of these statements at the cold- 
blooded stupidity of the lies and 
fwistiugs of the administration, al- 
though everyone agreed that Selan- 
der was honestly attempting the 
personally unpleasant task of a 
fair and conscientious defense. The 
audience, acting as jury, ended the 
hearing _with a thunderous and 
unanimous verdict of ''Guilty!" 

Allard, in his address, spoke of 
the necessity of organization on the 
johs, stated that he had learned a 
great deal about the form and ac- 
tivities of the W.P.A, union which 
he was going to attempt to have 
carried out in Illinois, and invited 
representatives of the union to an 
l.W.A. conference to be held short- 
ly. He ended his remarks with an 
impassioned pica for unity among 
the unemployed organizations and 
called for the quick establishment 
of one big united unemployed and 
relief workers national organiza- 
tion. 

Urges Unity of Unemployed 

-Speaking on the national unem- 
ployed situation, Arnold Johnson 



pointied out the permanency of un- 
employment, how the federal gov- 
ernment uses unemployed relief as 
a vote-catching device, the useless- 
ness of the projects' and work un- 
der the present set-up. He empha- 
sised the necessity for the W.P.A. 
workers to work together with all 
the other unemployed and the need 
for establishing complete coopera- 
tion between the trade unions and 
unemployed organizations. 

The presence of Allard and John- 
son speaking together on the same 
platfrom, although spokesmen for 
two different national unemployed 
organizations, is regarded here as 
of the greatest significance for the 
establishment ,of unity between the 
National Unemployed League and 
the Workers Alliance of America 
within the very near future. Scores 
of local W.A.A. members attended 
the union meeting despite the fact 
that the union is affiliated with the 
Lucas County Unemployed League 



against which the Stalinists have 
been spreading a whispering cam- 
paign of the most slimy slander. 
They were tremendously impressed 
by the size and methods of the 
union and a number of them ex- 
pressed the sentiment to union of- 
ficials during and after the meeting 
thati they were going back to their 
organization to demand that unity 
negotiations be successfully carried 
through at all costs immediately. 

Throughout the meeting, speak- 
ers stressed the necessity for state 
and natlon-wtde unified action on 
the part of the W.P.A. workers and 
unemployed. This was the key-note 
of the entire proceedings. The 
union announced In this connection 
that it is calling a conference of 
unemployed and W.P.A, organiza- 
tions of 24 Northwest Ohio coun- 
ties on February 23 in Toledo to 
consolidate the unemployed and re- 
lief workers' forces in this large 
area. 



Two Pamphlets 



"THE ROAD FOR 
REVOLUTIONARY SOCIALISTS" 

War and the Workers is written by John West. He needs 
no introduction to you. The Road for Revolutionary Social- 
ists is written by Fred Zeller. He is [be acknowledged leader 
of the French Socialist youth. 

Fred Zeller was expelled from the Socialist youth organ- 
ization by the agents of Leon Blum and his Old Guard some 
time ago, together with twelve other youth comrades. The 
young Socialists, however, remained supporters of the revo- 
lutionary position presented by Fred Zeller and his co-work- 
ers. They remained supporters in the continuation of the 
struggle for this position. How this struggle has been 
carried on and how comrade Zeller and his co-workers came 
to a revolutionary position, and came to be supporters of 
the Fourth International, is described in this little pamphlet. 
The introduction is by Leon Trotsky. 



C P. Union Reneges 
On Office Workers 



How the Stalinists work in the 
trade unions, how they substitute 
their own factional interests for 
the general interests of progressive 
militant trade unionism Is brought 
out once more by their activities 
in connection with Oie lockout of 
eight office workers of the Margon 
Corporation. This company which 
produces doll and toy parts, has 
both an inside factory and an of- 
fice. Tlie workers in the factory 
are members of a Stalinist 
Metal Workers Unfcn outside of 
the A. F. of L. The office workers 
were members of the Office Work- 
ers Union, also a Stalinist organ- 
ization, but when this union liqui- 
dated Obey Joined the B.S. & A.U. 
( Bookkeepers and Stenographers 
Union) which la affiliated to the A. 
F. of L. 

The issue arose In connection 
with the discharge of two mem- 
bers of the office staff for their 
union activity. The rest of the 
office employeea Immediately 
showed their solidarity and de- 
manded the reinstatement of the 
discharged woTkerB. .The boseee- 
refused to reinstate them and de- 
manded of the remaining office 
workers that they sign a- pledge 
agreeing to remain at work should 
the factory workers strike when 
their agreement expired. This the 
office workers refused to do and 
were immediately locked out by the 
boss. 

Discouraged Strike Action ' 

In view of the fact that last year 
the office workers had agreed 100 
percent to Strike If and when the 
factory workers Btruck when the 
latter wene negotiating their pres- 
ent agreement, the role of the Stal- 
inist Metal Workers' Union in this 
situation becomes doubly treacher- 
ous. Instead of receiving help from 
the metal workers' union as they 
had expected, the locked-out work- 
ers were told that for them to 
strike at present would embarrass 
the , factory workers since this was 
the slow season and because their 
agreement with the M argon Corp. 
does not expire until July. 

In addition, the leaders of the 
Metal Workers Union sought In 
every way to put pressure on the 
Bookkeepers Union in order to pre- 
vent them from calling a strike 
against the Margon Corp. They 
have even tried to discourage the 
locked out workers from picketing. 

In a conference between me Boui 



keepers Union and their organisa- 
tion they went so far aa to say 
that if the union would not call a 
strike, they would see to it that 
the Stalinists in the Bookkeepers 
Union wonSd "vote right," meaning 
that they would throw their sup- 
port to the present leadership of 
the union. 

Unfortunately for the Stalinists, 
the present leadership of the Book- 
keepers and Stenographers Union 
is not ready to bargain away the 
principles of progressive unionism 
In return for votes. It is not going 
to permit > its members to sign a 
"yellow dog" contract In order to 
oblige the Stalinists. It insists 
that the locked out workers be re- 
instated. Its policy Is a clear-cut 
militant one of strike action. 
Membership Fights "Yellow Dog" 

This policy of strike was pre- 
sented by the Executive Board to 
a special membership meeting of 
the Bookkeepers and Stenographers 
Union attended by five hundred 
workers. At this meeting the Stal- 
inists were forced to retreat Sharp 
criticism was leveled against the 
leadership of the Metal Workers 
Union for it® attempts to prevent 
the strike in order to further their 
own narrow factional Interests as 
opposed to the general progressive 
policy of waging a militant fight 
against the "yellow dog'' contract. 
They did not dare at this meeting 
to defend the leadership of the 
Metal Workers Union. All chey 
did was to whine that on the eve 
of a strike such an attack divided 
the ranks of the workers. This 
argument was effectively ridiculed. 
Various speakers from the floor 
pointed out that it was vital for 
the membership to know ail the 
facts in connection with the im- 
pending strike. When the motion 
to declare the strike was put, it 
was unanimously carried by the 
600 workers present. 

The strike is now on. A mass 
picket line has already been thrown 
around the plant. The Bookkeepers 
Union In its fight is appealing for 
support from the rest of the labor 
movement. The B.S. 4 A.U. fur- 
ther calls upon the workers In the 
factory to participate In this strug- 
gle and see to it that no scabs are 
permitted to work. The strike must 
be won. The attempt on the part 
of this corporation to get ita office 
employees to sign a "Yellow Dtig 
Contract" shall be defeated! 




"WAR AND THE WORKERS" 

The pamphlet, War and the Workers, presents a searching 
analysis of the nature and causes of modern war. It deals 
with the problem of sanctions, neutrality, and the role of 
the League of Nations. It presents a scathing indictment of 
the various forms of pacifism and social- patriotism and out- 
lines a concrete program of struggle against imperialist war. 

The price of this pamphlet is roc per copy; in lots of ten 
or more, 7c per copy. The price of the Zeller pamphlet is 
5c per copy ; in lots of ten or more, 3c per copy. 

Here is an opportunity. Take advantage of it. 



Moouey Calls 
For Support 



(Continued from Page 1} 

about the Mo oney -Billings frame- 
up. 

Charles Goff, in 1918 a sergeant, 
now a captain of police, is daily 
doing everything within his power 
to seal the frame-up forever by re- 
fabricating the necessary evidence 
to hold together the foul conspiracy 
against us. 

These framers are tenaciously de- 
fending their foul conspiracy and 
are renewing with all the vigor of 
their beings the rankest accusations 
against us to becloud the real is- 
sues. No depravity will be too low 
for them to stoop to in justifying 
the dastardly deed that has robbed 
us of the best years of our lives. 

James Brennan, assistant under 
Fickert and active prosecutor who 
railroaded innocent twenty -two- 
year-old Warren K. Billings to the 
penitentiary for life, last year in- 
troduced into the California Legis- 
lature a resolution calling upon the 
Governor to .com mute our sentences 
to time served, thus branding us 
forever as "ex-convicts", "time-ex- 
pired felons", "convicted murder- 
ers". That cowardly, tricky man- 
euver would have ended forever any 
hope of redressing this monstrous 
wrong in court. 

It is only through the splendid 
support tha.t you have given throug.li 
these many years that we are still 
alive and fighting for freedom and 
vindication. It is only through your 
generous, loyal, financial help that 
we have been able to continue ex- 
posing this frame-up to the world. 

We need funds desperately to 
carry through the present move we 
nre making. We must immediately 
prepare a complete transcript of 
the hearing proceedings of over fif- 
teen thousand pages to enable my 
attorneys to prepare their brief for 
the United States Supreme Court. 
Wp are compelled to pay for that 
transcript, the California Supreme 
Ooiirt having refused to pay such 
expenses for us. I know you will 
do your utmost to strain a point at 
this time to give us desperately 
needed financial assistance. With 
your continued aid I know we shall 
crown our struggle with victory. 
Without your aid we are helplessly 
lost. 

With profound proletarian appre- 
ciation of what you have done for 
me through these many desperate 
years, I send you warmest frater- 
nal and militant trade unionN greet- 
ings. 

Very Sincerely, 

TOM MOOXEY 
31921 
Direct ail funds and communica- 
tions tor Tom Mooney Holders' De- 
fense Committee, Box 2475, San 
Francisco, Calif. 
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mittee. The A. F. of I* Committee 
For Industrial Organization in 
Washington, D. C, will be con- 
tacted, and at- all times the work 
of the Industrial union movement 
in the packing house industry will 
be closely co-ordinated with the 
national movement for Industrial 
unionism. 

The Committee For Industrial 
Unionism in the Packing House 
Industry does not pretend to set 
itself up as b central body for the 
federation of. packing house un- 
ions. The only requirement which 
it lays down for affiliation is a sin- 
cere desire for the building of in- 
dustrial unionism In the Industry. 
The principal role of the Commit- 
tee will be to carry on an educa- 
tional campaign to prove the need 
flor industrial unionism' and thus 
to bring organized pressure to 
force the American Federation of 
Labor to Issue an unrestricted In- 
dustrial union charter for the pack- 
ing 'house industry. 

The date on which this objective 
will be realized fs governed by the 
developments in the national move- 
ment and by the intelligence and 
sincere effort which the' packing 
house unions apply to this work. 
There will, however, be immediate 
gains for the local unions through 
the benefit of closer cooperation in 
the day by day struggle against 
the packing house employers. 

The next conference of the Com- 
mittee For Industrial Organization 
In the Packing House Industry will 
be held In Austin, Minnesota, 011 
Saturday, February 29, and Sim- 
day, March I. Further information 
may be secured through Joseph 
Voorhees. Austin, Minnesota, and 
Lewis Clarke, Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 
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The Corn Rebellion 



;By Lelshton RI&b>- 



If American workers generally 1st war concerned their final ln- 



are unaware that In 1917 three- 
quarters of a million men were pre- 
paring to march on Washington and 
wrest the reins from the "Big Slick" 
and his war blrda, It is only further 
proof that the domain of patriotism 
la a disenlightened realm indeed. 
Prese files yield little concerning 
the Corn Rebellion; inspired histo- 
ries make no mention of it; and 
even the venerable Dr. Beard pass- 
es it without a word. But the 
memory muet not be lost in the 
darkness of the late war. 

There are two reasons for the 
failure of the movement: timid and 
Irresponsible leadership, and un- 
suitable circumstances for success. 
The first cause, if recognized as a 
fact, needs no elaboration. The 
second is also understandable when 
we consider that capitalism was 
firmly in the saddle, by virtue o( a 
wartime "boom," and was further 
fortifying its position by deep jabs 
with the needle of patriotism. Even 
though it failed to materialize, how- 
ever, the proposed march on Wash- 
ington gives us reason to know that 
the Draft Act of 1917 was not "ao- 
«pted by the people of every sec- 
Uon." 

Opposition to War 

Before the press, movies, song 
writers and spell- binders could 
build up the maximum of war 
"hysteria, there was much trouble 
throughout the land. I.W.W. organ- 
izers, unsound, perhaps, bat ambi- 
tions, were busy on the West Coast 
and In the Bast. Thirteen hundred 
objectors were deported from Bis- 
bee, Ariaona, and herded into a 
stockade at Hermanas, New Mexico. 
Forest fires and bombings were 
blamed on those who opposed the 
war, whether the blame was well 
placed or not. Lack -of organization 
alone prevented unrest and doubts 
from assuming real significance. 

After the exposed portions of the 
■country became ill with war hyste- 
ria, there still remained certain 
parts of the U.S. where the disease 
was unknown. One of these in- 
cluded several counties in Okla- 
homa and parts of neighboring 
states. That section provided the 
locale for the. Corn Rebellion. 

In- accounts I have read of the 
reception of the Draft Act in Okla- 
homa, too much emphasis has been 
pot upon the backwardness of the 
people involved. This condition has 
been offered as the main excuse for 
the mobilization against war serv- 
ice. Without a doubt, the fact that 
newspapers were not generally read 
and movies were seldom seen did 
tend to retard the growth of the 
war spirit among the tenant farm- 
ers of Oklahoma. But how back- 
ward were they, really? 

The Burd en of Oppression 

It must be remembered that these 
people were oppressed by urban 
money lenders who often demanded 
— and got, if crops were sufficiently 
good— four or five times the con- 
ventional rate of Interest. Also, 
there was little good land at the 
disposal of poor tenant farmers. 
Cood crops were rare on the serub- 
hy soli that was left after investors 
had taken the choice land. And 
there was an important result of 
this oppression: the poor farmers 
became daily more class conscious 
and were convinced that a eapltal- 



teresta not at all. 

This class consciousness naturally 
turned the people toward the doc- 
trine of Karl Marx. In several of 
the counties affected, the Socialist 
vote In 1914 was over one-third of 
the total cast. 1 do not mean to 
infer that this, in itself, meant a 
definite revolutionary trend. I 
merely state that if being "back- 
ward"' means lacking the quality of 
cheering the spirit of progress while 
being oppressed by that same pro- 
gress, these people were backward. 
1 prefer, however, to think those 
people backward who are oppressed 
and see no glimmer of hope for re- 
lief. 

The Working Class Union 
Toward the middle of 1914, the 
Working - Class Union was organ 
ized In Arkansas. The original 
purpose of this organization is not 
known to me, but as the entrance 
of the U.S. Into the World War 
came nearer, the W.C.U. began- to 
advocate overthrow of the capital- 
ist government in Washington. 
Leadership was poor from the start, 
but by 1917 some 36,000 farmers in 
Oklahoma and surrounding states 
alone were able to embrace the 
broad pattern of the Working Class 
Union. 

The strategy to be used in con- 
nection with the march on .Wash- 
ington was brieSy this: on a given 
day, the local chapters would gather 
and march to a specified point 
where they would be joined by 
other groups of the district. This 
army would set out for Washington. 
Along the way, the size of the army 
would be enlarged manyfold by the 
addition of new recruits and pre- 
viously readied groups, e.g., among 
the I.W.W. Barbecued cattle and 
roasted green corn would constitute 
the food supply. 

It Is true — the leaders, the fiery 
orators were idealists, unsound in 
theory. And they were also timid. 
Their smooth flow or words had 
won many to the banner of the 
W.C.U.; but after this was done, 
they either demonstrated their utter 
Incompetence to lead or ran away. 
The Battle and Its Outcome 
After several false starts, In 
August of 1917 the W.C.U. in the 
Oklahoma district began to mobil- 
ize. No great numbers came to one 
spot, hut several small groups were 
formed. At the behest of civil 
authorities several posses of less 
"backward" urban citizens were 
organized to bring the "draft dodg- 
ers" to the bar of "justice." There 
were a few skirmishes, but without' 
good leadership, the case of the 
tenant farmers was a hopeless one. 
Only at Holdenville, where two 
members of a posse and one W.C.U. 
member were killed, were there 
serious casualties. 

Several hundred members of the 
W.C.U. were made prisoners, and 
nearly a hundred were later sent- 
enced to prison, federal or state. 
Those who were set free received 
advice In the matter of patriotism 
from kindly and "enlightened" 
judges. 

The Corn Rebellion was put down. 
It was bound for failure from the 
first. But it stands as proof that 
class conscious American workers 
will not willingly fight for the in- 
terests that oppose them and heat 
them down. 



Expel 20,000 Oppositionists from C P. S. U 
In Recent "Cleansing* Under G.P.U. 



(Continied from Page 1) 

lag of the documents in hl3 sat- 
rapy, 3,646 people were expelled 
from the party, 8 percent of the 
entire organization. During the 
check-up, it appears, that "we suc- 
ceeded in uncovering not only iso- 
lated individuals but entire coun- 
ter-revolutionary Trotskylst - Zino- 
vievist groups skulking in the 
ranks of the party." Khatayevlch 
does not supply their number. But 
he does cite other figures: "1,800 
White Guards, kulaks, members of 
Petlura, Makhno and other bands; 
300 sneak-t&ieves and spectators 
who wormed their way Into the 
party with forged documents." 
(Pravda, December 26, 1935). 
These two groups together com- 
prise 1,800. In addition the ar- 
ticle also refers obscurely to "for- 
eign spies who penetrated into the 
party"; but here the reference can 
only be to individuals, not more 
than a score at the most. Sub- 
tracting the above-mentioned cate- 
gories there remains to the share 
of Trotskyists and Zlnovlevlst*, as 
well as oppositionists of all types, 
not less than 1,600. Or is Khatay- 
vlch perhaps hiding some other 
categories of the expelled? Which 
ones* Why? But even if only a 
half or a third of the above num- 
ber falls to the share of the "Trot- 
skylsts,'' even then we get a very 
imposing number (500 to 1,000). 



pelled were divided equally among 
these categories, each would num- 
ber more than 900. Yet Eikhe 
himself states that the Trotskyism 
and Zlnovtevists comprise the larg- 
est group numerically next to the 
White Guards. Therefore, there 
cannot be less than 1,000 expelled 
Bolshevik-Leninists in the West- 
Siberian region alone, or approxi- 
mately 20 percent of all those ex- 
pelled. Says EHkhe, "From the 
total number of Trotskyists and 
Zluovlevists expelled from the 
party about one half worked in the 
educational institutions. . . . The 
Trotskylst-ainovlevist garbage < I ) 
took particular pains to pervade 
the Ideological sector, ' seeking to 
utilize it for propaganda.'' " The 
reference here Is obviously to new 
party members, from the student 
working class youth. We may con- 
cede that Siberia is an exception 
as regards the high percentage of 
Bolshevik-Leninists: the youth is 
being obviously subjected to the 
influence of the exiles (the same 
phenomenon, we might add, was to 
be observed under Czarlsm as well.) 

Where Repression Is Strongest 

In (he Kharkov district out of 
50,000 members, more than 4,000 
were expelled. Secretary Zaltsev 
breaks down into categories only 
2,356 cases of expulsion, checked 
by the highest organs. Among 
these are: 907 — kulaks and White 



Naturally, this number is still I 
purely hypothetical in character. Guarda; 594— moral degenerates 

and breakers of discipline; 120 — 
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The Black Sea Vteghm 

In the same issue of Pravda, in 
a small Item we find that in the 
Asov-Black Sea region, 4324 people 
were expelled, 7 percent of the 
total number checked. The check- 
up revealed that "in several city 
organizations there existed counter- 
revolutionary Trotsky Ist-Zl no vievlst 
groups <the "Krasuy Aksai" plant, 
the regional agricultural depart- 
ment, the fruit and grape trust)." 
This brief item does not state what 
proportion of the expelled these 
groups composed, but It does admit 
that even after the check-up "un- 
exposed enemies" continue to crop 
up in the regional organizations. 

30% Trotskyists" in" West-Siberia, 
In the iWest-Slberian region, 
3,876 members of the party were 
expelled (11 percent) and 1,935 
candidates (12.8 percent) Secre- 
tary EHkhe writes in Pravda : 

Among the expelled the largest 
number are kulaks and White 
Guards from Kolchaks armies — 
these constitute almost a third. 
Then eome the Trotskyists and Zin- 
ovieviste . . ." (Dec. 23, 1935). Ac- 
cording to this statement, the Bol- 
shevik-Leninists take the second 
place numerically. All the ex- 
pelled, with the exception of the 
White Guards, fall Into not more 
than four categories, if the ex- 



sneak-thieves and spectators; 42 — 
bourgeois nationalists, and, finally, 
120 Trotskyists. This time we are 
given quite a definite figure, and, 
moreover, without any mention of 
Zinovievists. If we take into con- 
sideration the fact that in Khar- 
kov, the satrapy of S. Kosslor, 
Petrovsfey and Co., the physical ex- 
termination of. the Opposition has 
been going on since 1923, with a 
bestial ruthlessness so thorough 
that its fame has- spread through- 
out the entire Soviet Union, then 
even the modest number of 120, 
comprising more than 5 percent of 
the expelled (2,350! seems truly 
astounding. 

It is all too clear that the bu- 
reaucracy has not and cannot 
have the slightest motives for ex- 
aggerating the Influence of the 
Bolshevik- Leninists. That Is why 
we must look upon the figures that 
have seeped into the press as the 
minimum. Moreover, since 1924, 
the Stalinist clique has preferred 
tci expel oppositionists as "moral 
degenerates" and even as "White 
Guards." There can be no doubt 
that precisely the most influential 
and active Bolshevik-Leninists were 
expelled under these very categor- 
ies: It is all the easier to make 
short shrift of them In the concen- 
tration camps or en route to exile. 



20,000 Expelled 

If we take the West-Siberia «o- 
efftcient, then we would arrive at 
a number t>f not less- than 40,000 
expelled "Trotskyists" and Zino- 
vievists for the entire Soviet Un 
ion. We have already stated why 
this number must be considered as 
too large. But even if we take the 
deliberately minimized Kharkov 
percentage of the expelled "Trot- 
skyists,'' I.e., over 5 percent, then, 
out of the 200,000 expelled, we 
would get more than 10,000. If, 
finally, we take the average between 
the West-Siberian and Kharkov 
figures, then we get 20,000. In all 
probability the latter number would 
be closer to the truth. 

The enormous political signifi- 
cance of the above data is clear 
enough to anyone. A question re- 
mains: Why does the bureaucracy 
on the one hand, keep the total 
secret, while on the other, It makes 
public partial data which is suf- 
ficiently clear for general orienta- 
tion? The answer Is very simple: 
the bureaucracy crawls out of its 
skin to avoid giving publicity to 
the Bolshevik-Leninists, while at 
the same time it Is compelled to 
broadcast a warning: Beware! 
"They" are many! "They" are 
growingl In any case, there is no 
longer any talk about "remnants'' 
and "handfuls still to be crushed." 
New Purge In Preparation 

The Bolshevik-Leninists were and 
remain the most irreconcilable en- 
emies of the bureaucracy which 
seek3 to perpetuate its position as 
a ruling caste. Small wonder that 
the Stalinist clique assigns the 
first place In its amalgam lists to 
the "Trotkyists." They have 
earned this honor by their entire 
struggle. The very nature of the 
most recent purge testifies in the 
best and clearest possible way to 
the growth of their influence. The 
bureaucracy can no longer make 
short shrift of its enemies by 
means of the terrorised party, or 
even publicity before It. The pub- 
lic purge has been replaced by a 
star-chamber, I.e., it is transfered 
entirely into the hands of the G. 
P.U. Of course, the expelled, too, 
are placed in the same hands — for 
-physical extermination. This me- 
thod fs so well adapted to the in- 
! interests of the bureaucracy that 
Stalin has Immediately projected a 
new cleansing : from February 1 
to May 1 of the current year. Old 
party cards (these. It appears, have 
become "tattered") must be ex- 
changed for new ones, and the in- 
structions of the C.K.C. contain a 
rigid proviso that during the re- 
placement of party cards, the se- 
cretaries, i.e., the organs of the 
G.P.U. must once again check the 
entire party personnel ' and issue 
new cards only to those who have 



earned "confidence." Perhaps elxthrough our Russian Bulletin. Thus 



months later we shall learn how 
many new Bolshevik-Leninists will 
thereby be promoted from the party 
to the concentration camps. 

The Power of Our Program 

The above cited data may per- 
haps appear utterly unexpected to 
many. We have purposely done all 
our computation before the read- 
er's eyes so as to exclude the pos- 
sibility of any suspicions of sub- 
jectivism or bias on our part. The 
whole gist of the matter lies in the 
fact that under the influence of the 
Stalinist press and Its agents (like 
Louis Fisher and similar gentle- 
men) not only our enemies but also 
many of our friends in the West 
have imperceptibly become accus- 
tomed ts the idea that if any Bol- 
shevik-Leninists still exist . In the 
U.S.S.R., then they are almost all 
In hard labor camps. No! That 
Is not the ease at all! The Marx- 
ist program and the great revolu- 
tionary tradition cannot be rooted 
out by means of police measures. 
To be sure, in the U.S.S.R. the Bol- 
sheviks find it harder to work to- 
day than in any other country in 
the world (of greatest interest in 
this respect is the fresh testimony 
of the Jugoslav comrade Clliga). 
Nevertheless, the functioning of the 
revolutionary mind Is not suspended 
for a single day. If not as a doc- 
trine, then as a mood, as a tradi- 
tion, as a banner, our tendency has 
a mass character in the U.S.S.B. 
and today it Is obviously drawing to 
itself new and fresh forces. Among 
the 10 to 20 thousand "Trotskyists" 
expelled during the last monthB of 
1936, the representatives of the old- 
er generation, the participants In 
the movement of the years 1923- 
1928, comprise tens, perhaps hund- 
reds, but not more. The basic mass 
— all are the new recruits. More- 
over we must not forget that the 
above data applies only to the 
party. But there also exists the 
Y.C.L. with Its many-millioned 
youth ! It Is precisely in their midst 
that unrest assumes a particularly 
aggravated character. It is fright- 
fully difficult for young revolution- 
ist to learn Leninism In the U.S. 
S.R. But without any doubt their 
level is incomparably higher than 
the level of the Stalinist "party". 
The great tradition lives on. In 
secret places lies hidden the old 
oppositionist literature. On the 
shelves stand the books of Marx, 
Engels and Lenin (they dare not 
proscribe them as yet.) The Soviet 
papers are compelled to publish 
news of events in the entire world. 
The international literature, under 
the banner of the Fourth Interna- 
tional, Is already a very rich one 
today. Our Ideas and slogans pen- 
etrate into the Soviet Union thr- 
ough a thousand channels — in part, 
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By LEON TROTSKY 

The Spanish organization of the 
"Left Communists." which was al- 
ways a muddled organization, merg- 
ed., after countless vacillations to 
the right and to the left, with the 
Catalan Federation of Maurin into 
a party of "Marxist ( ?) Unity'', on 
a centrist program. Some of our 
Wn periodicals, misled by this 
name, have written about thLi 
party as though it was drawing 
close to the Fourth International. 
There is nothing more dangerous 
than to exaggerate one's own forc- 
es with the aid of ... a credulous 
imagination. Reality will not be 
restrained thereby from bring! n? 
cruel disillusion ! 

The newspapers report that in 
Spain all Bhe "Left" parties, both 
bourgeois and working class, have 
made an electoral bloc on the 
basis of a common program, which, 
in the nature of things, dlfTers In 
no way from the program of the 
Frerfch "People's Front" and all 
(►ther fake programs of the same 
type- Here we find "reform of the 
tribunal of constitutional guaran- 
tees" as well as rigid support of 
the "principle of authority" ( ! ) 
us well as the "freeing of justice 
from all. influences of a political 
and economic order" (the freeing 
of capitalist justice from the in- 
fluence of capital-) And more of 
the same. The program has in It 
the rejection of the nationalisation 
of land by the bourgeois republi- 
can members of the bloe but "in 
return," along with the customary 
c heap promises in favor of the 
peasantry '(credits, higher prices 
for agricultural products, etc.), the 
program declares for the "recovery 
( !) ' of industry" and protection 
for small Industry and petty mer- 
chants. Then follows the Inevit- 
able "control over banks," which, 
since the bourgeois republicans, ac- 
cording to 'th« text of the program, 
reject workers' control, involves 
the control over banks .- . -. by the 
bankers themselves, through the 
medium of their parliamentary 
agents, like Azana • and similar 
gentlemen. Finally, the foreign 
I policy of Spain will be laid down 



in accordance with the "principles 
nnd methods (if the League of Na- 
tions." Is there nnythfng left out? 

Signatories to this infamous 
document are the representatives 
of two Left bourgeois parties, the 
Socialist party, the Socialist Fed- 
eration of Labor, the Communist 
party (why, of course!!, the So- 
cialist Youth (too bad!), "Syndi- 
calist party" (Pestaiia) and finally 
the "Labor Party of Marxist Uni- 
fy" (Juan Andrade). 

Most of these parties stood at 
the head of the Spanish revolution 
during the years of its upsurge 
and they did everything in their 
power to betray It and tlrample it 
underfoot. The new feature lies 
tn the signature of the party of 
Maurin-NIn-Andrade. The former 
Spanish "Left Communists" have 
furned Into a mere tail of the 
"left" bourgeoisie. It is hard to 
conceive a more ignominious down- 
fall! 

Political Betrayal 

A few months ago there was 
published, In Madrid, Juan Andra- 
de's book. 'The- Reformist Bureau- 
cracy and the Labor Movement," 
in which' along with quotations 
from Marx, Engels, Lenin and 
other authors, an analysis Is made 
of the causes underlying the de- 
jrenera tlon of la bor burea ucrats. 
Juan Andrade forwarded his book 
to me twice, each time with glow- 
ing dedications, in which he calls 
me his "leader and teacher." This 
fact, which under different condi- 
tions would have only made me 
happy,- compels me at present to 
announce all the more decisively 
In public that I never taught any- 
body political betrayal. And An- 
tlrnde'9 conduct Is nothing else but 
betrays of the proletariat for the 
sake of an alliance with the bour- 
geoisie. 

t In this connection, it Is In place 
to recall that the Spanish "Left 
Communists.'' as their very name 
indicates, posed on every appropri- 
ate occasion, as irreconcilable rev- 
olutionists. In particular, they 

thunderously condemned the French 
Bolshevik- Leninists for entering 



H:e Socialist party. Never! Under 
no conditions! -To enter temporar- 
ily into a mass political organiza- 
tion in order tb carry on an irre- 
concilable struggle In its ranks 
against the reformist lenders for 
the banner of the proletarian rev- 
olution — that is opportunism ; but 
to conclude « pofltlcal alliance with 
the leaders of a reformist party on 
the basis of a deliberately dishon- 
est program serving to dupe the 
masses and cover up the bourgeoi- 
sie — that is valour ! Can there be 
any greater debasement and pros- 
titution of Marxism? 

I.L.P. and Spain 

The "Party of Marxist Unity" Is 
a member of the celebrated Lon- 
don Bureau of "Revolutionary So- 
cialist Parties'' (the former l.A.G.) 
The leadership of this Bureau is 
now in the hands of Fenuer Biock- 
wsy, secretary of the Independent 
Labor Party. We have already 
written that, despite the antiquat- 
ed and apparently incurable pacifist 
prejudices of Maxfon and others, 
the I.L.P. has taken an honest rev- 
olutionary position on the question 
of the League of Nations and its 
sanctions. Each of us has read 
with pleasure a number of excel- 
lent articles In the ■ New Leader. 
During the last parliamentary el- 
ections' the Independent Labour 
Party refused to. give even electoral 
support to the Laborltes, precisely 
because the latter supported the 
League of Nations. In itself this 
refusal was a taetlcal error. 
Wherever the I.L.P. was unable to 
run its own candidates, it should 
have supported a Laborlte against 
a Tory. But this is incidental. In 
any case, even talk was excluded 
of any "common programs" ■ with 
the Laborltes. Internationalists 
would have combined support in 
elections with an exposure of the 
crawling of the British social-patri- 
ots before the League of Nations 
and Its "sanctions." 



We take the liberty to pvt a 
question to Fenner Brockway : just 
what is the purport of the "In- 
ternational" of which he is the 
secretary? The British section of 



this "International" rejects the 
mere electoral support of labor 
candidates-, If they support the 
League of Nations. The Spanish 
section conclude-: a bloc with bour- 
geois parties on n common program 
of supporting the League of Na- 
tions. Is not this the extreme in 
the domain of contradictions, con- 
fusion and bnitkruptcyV There is 
no war as yet. but the sections of 
the London "International" are si- 
ready pulling in just the opposltt 
directions. What will happen to 
them when the ominous events 
break ? 

"Unity*— with Whom? 

But let us return to the Spanish 
party of "Marxist Unity." How 
ironical is the name "Marxist Un- 
ify'' . . - with the bourgeoisie. The 
Spanish "Left Communists'* (An- 
dres Nin. Juan Andrade and 
others) have more than once tried 
to parry our criticism of their col- 
laborationist policies by citing our 
lack of understanding of the "spe- 
cial conditions" in Spain. This Is 
the customary argument put to use 
by all opportunists' — ftor the first 
duty of a genuine proletarian rev- 
olutionist lies in translating the 
Special conditions of his country 
into the international language of 
Marxism, which is accessible even 
beyond the confines of one's own 
country*. But today there is no 
need of these theoretical argu- 
ments. The Spanish bloc of the 
tops of the working class with the 
left bourgeoisie does not include in 
It anything "national,'' for It does 
not differ in the least from the 
"People's Front" in France, Czecho- 
slovakia, Brazil or China. The 
"Party of Marxist Unity" Is mere- 
ly slavishly conducting the same 
policy that the Seventh Congress 
of the Comintern foisted upon all 
Its sections. Absolutely independent- 
ly of their "national peculiarities," 
The real difference in the- Spanish 
policy this time lies only in the fact 
that a section of the London In- 



*In search for justifications for 
their policy Maurin -Nin refer to 
the Spanish electoral law which 
makes it extremely difficult for a 
.young party to run its own candi- 
date*. (Sep the resolution of the 
C.E.C. "Bataila,"- No. 234.) But 
this argument Is worthless. Elec- 
toral technique cannot justify per- 
rldious policy, in the shape of a 
common program with the bour- 
geoisie. 



the precious primacy of revolution- 
ary thought is being made secure. 
Under the lash of the bureauc- 
racy, and not without direct pro- 
vocation on the part of the Yagodaa, 
Medveds and others, isolated ele- 
ments of the youth take to the path 
of individual terror, I.e., to the path 
of despair and hopelessness. The 
Bonapartists avidly seize upon ter- 
roristic acts In order to justify 
their bloody repressions of the Op- 
position: this method is as hoary 
as the aneient sordidness of privi- 
leged despots. But the main section 
of the revolutionary youth does not 
tear loose from its class to take 
to the road of individualistic ad- 
ventures. The program of the 
Fourth International even though 
it does not promise instantaneous 
miracles does point t«v «uij w>~. 
and unconditionally certain way 
out. The growth of the Fourth 
International on the world arena 
strengthens and inspires our friends 
and followers in the U.S.S.R. We 
can state with certainty that de- 
spite the thirteen years of hounding, 
calumny, and pogroms, unsurpassed 
either in vileness or cruelty, despite 
capitulations and betrayals, more 
dangerous than the persecutions, 
even today the Fourth International 
already has Us strongest, aunuvie- 
ally largest, and. most tempered 
section in the U.S.S.R. 

No, we have not the slightest 
ground for falling into apathy. 
Progress Is neither smooth nor 
straight. The struggle of the op- 
pressed demands great sacrtHcee. 
But the future is ours. The latest 
bureaucratic purge in the U.S.S.R. 
is proof, even to the blind: the 
future Is ours! 

L. Trotsky 
Jan. 11, 1936. 

• • • 
P.S. Insistent mention of "spies 
of foreign agencies" expelled from 
the party during the purge deserves 
particular attention. Such eases 
are of course entirely possible. But 
they, by their very nature, can only 
be rare exceptions. An ordinary 
secret circular letter would have 
sufficed to take care of forwarding 
the Information. But why do the 
newspapers keep harping about 
spies? The Stalinist prres could 
never have presumed to be so bold 
without special Instmictioiw from 
above. But what is the purpose of 
the Issued order? It can be correct- 
ly divined. During the years of 
Stalinist autocratic rule In the U- 
S.S.R. not a few foreign Commun- 
ists-Oppositionists have been shot. 
A far greater number is languish- 
ing in solitary confinement, con- 
centration camps and exile. Ever 
more news about this is penetrating 
abroad. Of exceptional value are 
the reports of A. Clliga who recent- 
ly tore free from - the Stalinist 
chains. The bureaucracy must in 
some way parry these revelations, 
by arming its foreign lackeys with 
at least some semblance of an ex- 
planation. There would be nothing 
astonishing were the agents of the 
Comintern to proclaim all the fo- 
reign communists shot and arrested 
in the U.S.S.R. as "spies of foreign 
agencies". These villanles, how- 
ever, will not pass scot-free. . The 
working masses will hear the truth. 
The organizations of the Fourth 
International will be at their posts. 

L. T. 



terna-t tonsil has also adhered offi- 
cially to the bloc with the bour- 
geoisie. So much the worse for it. 
As far as we are concerned we 
prefer clarity. In Spain, genuine 
revolutionists will no doubt be 
found who will mercilessly expose 
the betrayal of Maurin. Nin, An- 
drade and Co., and lay the founda- 
tion for the Spanish section of the 
Blourt.h International ! 
January 22, 1936 
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Record of a Worker Bolshevik 



A few words about myself. I was 
born Jo 1886. My father was a ma- 
son, my mother, a house-keeper. I 
went to work at the age of 14, first 
as a locksmith, and then as a press- 
man. 

Joined the Communist Party to 
1917. Served on all fronts during 



In 1623 I was ordered by the par- 
ty to take courses in the Com- 
munist University. I attended the 
university three years, was kicked 
out for an Oppositionist speech, 
and sent back. But I still contin- 
ued to work in the party, first as 



the civil war in Trans-Caucasia: the agi&prop of the- district, then as 
first as a rank and file soldier in secretary; later I held a responsi- 
ve Bed Army, then studied mill- We P° 8 t »» ">e central apparatus. 
tary science In the training school. During the discussion of 1927, 
Became a commander and worked the bureaucratic upper-crust could 
in the army as organizer and lead- no longer tolerate seeing me in the 
er of communist detachments. Central Committee and I was pack- 

Since 1921, in accordance with ed off into the tirade union field, 
the decision ot the party, I did par- Here I served as chairman of the 
t y work as instructor and organiz- workers' committee of railroad con- 
er, under tjhe C.B.C. of the Trans- sfcruction crews. In 1627 I was ex- 
Caucasian C.P. I always worked pelled from tie party for carrying 
among the rank and file of the par- on oppositionist activity, and later 
ty- removed from my post. 



Arrest, Exile and Prison 



On September 24, 1928, I was ar- 
rested as a Bolshevik-Leninist. 
That same night many comrades of 
the Opposition were also placed un- 
der arrest. Inasmuch as on the next 
day the relatives and friends of the 
incarcerated Oppositionists massed 
by the hundreds at the doors of the 
local G.P.U., the bureaucracy was 
compelled, that very day, to free 
three quarters of the arrested Op- 
positionists, holding only 31. people, 
myself among them. 

We remained one and a half 
months in the G.PX. cells. To- 
wards the end of December we 
were exiled to Kazaksfmi— (Klzll- 
Ordool. Once there, we were dis- 
persed in the towns of KazakstftlK 
1 was sou! to Aktnolinsk ; comrade 
I>andurov to Adbasar; comrades 
Fnnosl and Garyakin to Semipala- 
tinsk ; comrade Seta Nszaryant to 
l'etropavlov.vk • comrade Danilev to 
Chemkent. ( In Tifiis, seven more 
Georgian comrades joined us: com- 
rades Kakayn Meleixe, Khukhuya, 
the names of the oilers 1 do not re- 
call). 

In Akmoiiiwk i fminil L. Gins- 
burs:. H. Andreichin, D. Arshavsky, 
A Snosktirev. Arto Nuridjana and 
two other comrades from Leningrad 
whose names 1 cannot recall. From 
Ossell there en mo to join us com- 
rades Zhantnev, Khuguyev. Zaloyev 
and Xeuia Djikayev : from Baku 
came comrade Onsanov; from 
Georgia, comrades Shevashev. Klv- 
raya, Goguailze and Tsintsadze; 
from Odessa, comrade Shura Kret- 
yvskl. 
Capita Eaters Returned to Prison 
In IflSO iu:iny capitulated, and 
there remained only 11 of us in Ak 
mollnsk. But the capitulators are 
now sitting in jail for having car- 
ried on Oppositionist activity. For 
example, at present In the Ver- 



incarcer- 
L. Gins- 
others — 



khni- Uralsk solitary are 
a ted former capitulators, 
burg, Popov, Pavlov and 
25 in all. They are kept apart. 
The prisoners' commune In the sol- 
itary refused to accept them as 
members because they are for the 
"General Line", and only against 
the existing internal regime. 

On January 22, 1931, the anni- 
versary of Lenin's- death, the en- 
tire Akmolinsk colony of the Bol- 
shevik- Leninists was arrested at 
night- Among those arrested were 
the following comrades: Snoskar- 
ev, Zhantnev, Khugayev, Xenia 
Djikayev, Zalayev, Goguadze, Kier- 
aya, Tsintsad«e, Gasinov ,Zinov and 
his wife (Kim) and myself. (On 
the night of their arrest, Zinov and 
his wife, Kira capitulated). 

On the nesti day we were trans- 
ported from Akmolinsk to the Pet- 
ropavlnvsk prison. In Petropav- 
lovsk w were placed in infected 
cells. Together with uh were also 
incarcerated four comrades, local 
worker-communists because they 
we'e members of the Opposition. I 
remember only one name, that of 
comrade Chekanov. Two of them 
were exiled, one to Arkhangelsk, 
the ntlier to Western Siberia; the 
other two were sentenced together 
with us to three years in prison. 
Infected Cells 

Id the Pctropavlovsk prison, in 
the infected cells all the comrades 
with throe exceptions (comrades 
Khugayev, Djikayev, and myself) 
cmifracfpd spotted typhus, one after 
another. -Tliey were transferred to 
the pity hospital. Fortunately there 
were mi mortalities. The moment 
they iwssed their crisis, the con- 
valescents were shipped to the 
prison infirmary. On the seventh 



month after our arrest we were 
transferred to the Verkhni-Uralsk 
solitary. 

r Just at $>at time, In the latter 
prison, the incarcerated Bolshevlk- 
Leninista, to the number of 450, 
called a general hunger strike in 
protest) against the prison regime 
and the arbitrary treatment of the 
Bolshevik Leninists by the adminis- 
tration. 

Ice Water 

Prior to this first general hunger 
strike, as far back as 1930, the pris- 
on administration, with warden 
Bfzukov at the head, used to issue 
orders to spray the Bolshevik-Len- 
inists with tee water (this, in win- 
ter, in Siberia!) 

The order was executed. During 
the hubbub, while our comrades at- 
tempted to plug up the vents in or- 
der to keep the water firom their 
cells, the agents of the G.P.TJ. aim- 
ed the hose directly into the eyes 
of the comrades, as a result of this 
comrade Pognsyan lost his eye- 
sight. 

And in April, 1931, a guard fired 
his rifle through the bars of a cell 



window, wounding comrade Essay- 
an in the' chest. During the days 
set for the celebration of revolu- 
tionary holidays we had sharp 
clashes with the prison administra- 
tion. On such days we were either 
forbidden to take our dally walk 
or were beaten up for singing the 
I nSernaitionale. 

Hunger Strike 
The administration began to ace 
a little less barbarously only alter 
the general 18 day hunger strike of 
450 Bolshevik- Leninists in the Ver- 
khni-Uralsk solitary. But toward 
the end of 1931, on the occasion of 
Stalin's rabid attack on Rosa Lux- 
emburg (I forget whether it was 
on November 20 or 21 ) we were 
subjected to a general search at 
night. The G.P.U. agents rushed 
intio the cells at night and searched 
every nook and cranny. In the 
dark a desperate brawl ensued be- 
tween the imprisoned Bolshevik- 
Leninists and the administration. 
Bizukov the warden of tie prison 
received a substantial wallop on 
the jaw. Many of us were tied 
hand and foot and dragged from 
the cells. 



The Honor Roll 



I list below the imprisoned Op- 
positionists in the Verkhni-Uralsk 
solitary whose names I am able to 
recall : 

(1) Dingelstedt; 2) Elzin : 3) 
Solntsev; 4)Klukov; 5) Gorodet- 
ski; 6)Kosfya Khugayev; 7) Misha 
Khugayeb: 8) Bazanyan; 9) lied- 
aziibov : 10} Aaron Papelmeister ; 
11) Moses Papelmeister; 12) Misha 
Papelmeister; 13) K. Popov; 14) 
Popova; 15) Rosa Smirnov; 18) 
Rosa Ro/.ovu; 17) Lena Danilovich; 
181 Babayan; 19) Tsfnfsadze; 20) 
Socrates Gevorkyan ; 21 ) Tsint- 
sudze, Jr.; 22) Solnvyan : 23) 
Khanbtidakov; 24) Gamilov; 25) 
Meladze; 20) Mina.syan; 27) Mir- 
itadze; 28) Pavlov; 29) Ziloyev; 
30) FedoroheiikO ; 311 Zhantnev; 
32) Khugayev. 3rd; 33) Knpytov; 
34) Kassel; 35) J. Drapkin ; 38) 
Gcrdovsky ; 37) Stopalov ; 38) 
Gazaryan; 39) Pogosyan (now 
Mind, but still in prison) ; 40) Dav- 
idov; 41) Davtyau; 42) Dimitriev; 
431 Rtelinsky; 44) Demchenko; 45) 
Saakyan; 40) Essayan; 47) Sas- 
oon; 48) Avryan; 49) Yakoviev; 
."50) Volodya Smirnov; 51) Valen- 
tin Smirnov; 52) Avetisa; 53) 
Golubchlk; 54) Zankov; 55) Sasa- 
rov; 56) Peter (a cossack) ; 57) 
Spifalnik; 58) Pestel. 

Then there were three comrades 



from Czechoslovakia whose names 
unfortunately I . have forgotten. 
One of them was a former member 
of the B.C.C.I., a fervent partisan 
of building the Fourth Interna- 
tional ( It is too bad that I forgot 
the name of this comrade). 

(Editor's note: Comrade Tarov's 
memory failed him in this case. 
Because of the similarity in the 
mimes between the two countries, 
lie confused Jugoslavia with Czech- 
oslovakia. He is here referring to 
Jugoslav comrades Ciliga, Dedich 
and Draguich. Ciliga was nor a 
member of the E. C.C.I, but working 
under the B.C.C.I. in the Balkan 
federation. See the NDW MILI- 
TANT. Jan. 2r>fh and Feb. 8th.) 

There were many, many other 
comrades whose mtmes, too, I am 
unable to recall. 

At the present, time I am aware 
of the following colonies of exiles : 
;. large one in Akmolinsk, where 
comrade Musya Joffe (the wife of 
the noted Soviet diplomat, A. A, 
Joffe who committed suicide — Ed. ) 
is; one in Frunze (comrades Zhau 
tnev, Kolya Tsintsadze and oth- 
ers); in Uralsk — comrade Jenny 
and her husband (I forgot their last 
name). Comrade Jenny gave birth 
to a son tn May, 1933, in t(ie Ver- 
khni-Uralsk solitary. 



Across the Border 



. . . One flue day I changed myjau." Sitting at the car window 
clothes, rode to the railroad sta- I gazed at the agents of the rail- 
fioi), boarded a train and bade ways (G.P.U. who always line the 
"farewell to the G.P.U. of Audi- platform when the trains are about 



Bo leave. They stand with very 
solemn faces as if on parade). 

As soon as the train pulled away 
from the station I tore to pieces 
the document issued to me by the 
G.P.TJ. From that moment, I ceased 
to be an exile. 

I arrived at Ashkabad. My ori- 
ginal intention was to cross the 
frontier over the Ashkabad mount- 
ains. But it proved unfeasible. 
Gangs of bandits were Infesting the 
hills. I was advised not to try If. 
So I kept on riding. And when it 
was no longer possible to go by 
train, I walked on foot. After many 
years of close confinement, the 
miraculous beauty of the scene took 
my breath away, but I had to keep 
going. . . 

The Local Population 

The shore of the river is my 
road. It leads to the village hill- 
tops. After 25 versts, I come to 
Mussulman villages. . The inhabit- 
ants are poor but they have the 
faces of freemen. They are badly 
dressed, but vigorous and merry 
people. They consider the Soviet 
power to be their own, but, in their 
opinion, somebody keeps hindering 
them, the toilers, from getting the 
hoong of the Soviet system. They 
blame the spoilers and thieves who 
pillage the Soviet wealth and pre- 
vein the toilers from buiHJing 
Socialism quickly.. They spoke 
freely about everything. 

One woman said : "How can our 
leaders fail to understand this! 
Now, for instance, they proposed to 
us tiiat we plant this year twice as 
much in these hills as we did hith- 
erto in peace time. And in order 
to fulfill the plan, we began to till 
both our pasturelands and meadows. 
And now look, you see the result 
before your own eyes. Our hills 
have become bare, so skinny the 
bones alone remain. In the old 
days we used to grow little but we 
got a Riiinl deal, we fertilized the 
land and got good crops. To us, 
mountain people, pasture-lands are 
important. Our village used to have 
1,500 cows, and 12,000 sheep. And 
now, only 80 cows and 350 sheep. 
How can we live well? And what 
can we grow in these hills except 
lentils? Is It possible that these 
wise people do not understand this?'' 
The Villagers' Opinion 

"How can they?", broke in an- 
other woman very indignantly, 
"These people with lily-white hands 
think that If we plant lentils we'll 
get cream butter. If they did not 
butt in, our kolkhoz would have 
five times more than it has now 
and the State would get five times 
as much as it got hitherto. The 
kolkhoz is a good thing, particularly 
for ua poor people, but the State 
says — everything belongs to me, a 
piece of bread is enough for you.'" 



I. S. IMPERIALISM Al WORK 

Roosevelt Carves A Latin American Empire 



By JOHN WEST 

Certain recent developments in 
the foreign policy of the Kocsevelt 
Administration have been receiving 
l^s than the attention they de- 
serve. 1 refer specifically to a new 
stage openly announced by Roose- 
velt in his Annual Message to Con- 
gress, Jn that ndilres-., Roosevelt 
lavished a considerable oratorical 
effort in painting contrasting pic- 
tures of dark, war-laden, tyranny- 
ridden Europe, on the one hand, 
and the enlightened, happy and 
peace-enshrined Americas on the 
ottier. 

The possible inaccuracy of the 
picture Is not important. No doubt, 
to an imperialist spokesman, such 
minor disturbances ns the Chaco 
War (the peace treaty has not yet 
been signed), revolutions In Cuba, 
violent strikes, insurrections and 
dictatorial coups in Venezuela, 
Brazil, Chile, etc., are entirely 
compatible with peace as imperial- 
ism understands peace, lli*t Roose- 
velt was of course speaking for 
more than the sake of rhetorical 
effect 
An "American League of Nations"? 

The remarks in the Annual Mes- 
sage are being rapidly followed up. 
Feelers have gone out, looking to- 
ward a general conference of the 
Pan-American nations. The Ad- 
ministration publicity has been 
vague and inconclusive In stating 
the purpose of this conference. One 
report has it that an "American 
League of Nations" will be pro- 
posed. Another states merely that 
It will attempt to coordinate the 
various treaties between the Amer- 
ican nations In order to provide 
for a general treaty system guar- 
anteeing peace on these two con- 
tinents. A third suggests a revi- 
sion of the Monroe Doctrine rrom 
its present status as a "unilateral" 
policy of the IJ. S. alone to a 
"multilateral" declaration ot policy 
on the part of all the American na- 
tions. 

The particular character and 
possible results of this proposed 
conference- are not decisive. What 
must be understood Is that Amer- 
ican imperialism at this time sees 
it fit and proper to restate publicly 
to the world its traditional conten- 
tion that the exploitation of the 



American continents is the privl- 
1 edged and special function of the 
bourgeoisie of the U, S. ; and that 
in the "New- World" all others 
must come a bad second. 

Tlie time is indeed propitious. 
Europe is occupied with grave in- 
terim! crisis. England, besides be- 
ing directly involved in the imme- 
diate European crisis, faces wide- 
spread disturbances throughout 
her colonial empire. Japau is going 
steadily forward In her announced 
policy of reducing, the Far East to 
her province, and at the present 
moment neither England nor the 
U. Si, is yet ready to challenge 
Japan openly. What, then, could 
be more appropriate than a remind- 
er tu the rest of the world from the 
I". S. that in the struggle for the 
re-division of the world— -now en- 
tering the stage of armed conflict 
— -the nations of the Americas are 
a closed sphere? And, when the 
reminder is accompanied by the 
greatest military and naval budget 
in the peace-time history of any 
country, it gains much more than 
abstract significance. 

World Interests of the U. 8. 

It must not be imagined that by 
announcing proprietorship in the 
Americas, the II. S. is giving up 
interests in the rest of the world. 
The ravenous needs of I', S. fin- 
ance-capital are not so easily satis- 
fled. The II. S. requires also' its 
outlets elsewhere, especially in the 
Far East. Japan cannot he al- 
lowed to march indefinitely with- 
out opposition — either through 
guns or some more "friendly" dip- 
lomatic arrangement. But the pres- 
ent stake In the East Is not yet so 
high as that In the Americas; and 
the U. S. is not at present required 
to take action. Leading influence 
in the Americas, however, is a con- 
stant, enduring, and minimum re- 
quirement for U. S. Imperialism. 

The pale liberals, who like us to 
'believe that the U, S. is not an 
imperialist nation in the full sense 
of the word, are fond of pointing 
to its lack of colonies— In contrast, 
for example, to Great Britain— to 
Its respect for small nations, Its re- 
jection of "territorial ambitions" 
In noble opposition to the greedy 
tyrants of the Old World. Such a 
view is extremely useful to the 



war-makers, who know that they 
can enlist the masses In support 
only of such hie* -sounding and 
idealistic purposes as the defense 
of democracy, freedom, the rights 
of the weak. And such a view is 
as false and treacherous as all the 
other phases of the betrayers. 
Colonies of V. S. Imperialism 

We must not be deceived by 
forms. A colony is not a colony, 
in the basic economic meaning, 
merely because It Is called so. Many 
names are used : dominion, man- 
date, "free state," sphere of Influ- 
ence, "union," even kingdom and 
empire, are all, for example, names 
which England employs. A colony 
means in the economic sense a 
territory relatively undeveloped in- 
dustrially which is under the eco- 
nomic domination of some powerful 
nation, which is exploited primari- 
ly by the 'bourgeoisie of that na- 
tion. Such economic domination 
carries with it inevitably a greater 
or lesser degree of political domi- 
nation. When, the government of 
the dominant nation controls the 
basic direction of the policies of 
the subject territory, particularly 
in the sphere of "foreign relations," 
that territory is a colony in polit- 
ical as well as economic fact, no 
matter what name may be used, no 
mutter what the "legal" standing. 

In the basic sense, Mexico, the 
nations of Central America many of 
the Cnrribean islands (e.g., Cuba, 
Porto Rico, Santo Domingo)'; and 
to a lesser degree many of the 
South American countries . (espe- 
cially Venezuela, Pern, Colombia, 
Bclivia), and even Canada, are 
part of the colonial system of U.S. 
imperialism. 

This Is a fact well known to U. 
S. capitalists and to the II. S. gov- 
ernment. It is obviously revealed, 
In one direction, by the heavy gov- 
ernment subsidies to the 1 U.S. shops 
operating with In this system, and 
by the extension of Pan-American 
Airways with the help of much 
greater subsidies than those given 
to any other air line. The War 
Department analyses of the rela- 
tive strength of the great powers 
in material resources necessary to 
carry on the next war treat these 
territories es colonies of the U. S. 
tn exactly the same sense that the 



various dominions are treated as 
colonies of England. 

American Capital 

In these nations the basic indus- 
tries are almost all carried on by 
II. S. capital. United Fruit handles 
most of Central America— not only 
the orchards (the chief industry), 
but railroads, communications, etc. 
Standard Fruit exploits the or- 
chards of Mexico. The oil fields 
ot Mexico, Venezuela, Bolivia, are 
chiefly in U. S. hands. The silver, 
copper, and gold mines of Peru and 
Mexico are owned and run by Cerro 
da Pasca and the Hearst interests. 
General Motors, Ford and Chrysler 
provide the automobiles and trucks, 
and build factories in Canada and 
assembly plants in the other coun- 
tries. The sugar industry of Cuba 
is owned through the great New 
York banks. The U. S. Utilities 
and Communications companies dp- 
erate the power, light, and com- 
munications systems. Roads and 
government works have been built 
In the period since the war primari- 
ly through the huge exportation of 
U. S. capital — passed on to the U.S. 
investors tu bonds now mostly in 
default or fantastically depreciated. 
Every interstice of the economic 
structure of these nations is plug- 
ged with U. S. capital. 

In addition, quite naturally, the 
basic political policies of these na- 
tions is controlled by Washington. 
The gloved and friendly hand of 
"the good neighbor" is supplement- 
ed whenever necessary by the Iron 
of battleships and marines. 
Growth of U. S. Influence 

The present relationship between 
the V. S. and these nations has, 
of course, been developed over a 
long period of time, indeed for 
more than a century. Its first 
grandiose prophecy was the an- 
nouncement of the Monroe Doctrine 
Itself, in 1823. This, however, was 
much more than the young nation 
could have swallowed by itself in 
that period. It was made possible 
only because at that time it fitted 
into the plans of England, than 
jockeying In the European arena 
against the Holy Alliance of Prus- 
sia, Austria, and Russia. Since 
then the hegemony of the TJ. S. 
has been steadily built up, devel- 
oped not by the words of diplo- 
matic notes and public speeches, 
but by the actual relationship of 
forces among the contending pow- 
ers. England has always remained 
the principal contender, and iter 
superb skill and tradition In such 
matters, added to her dominant 



position during the I9th century, 
gave her often the advantage — par- 
ticularly in such longer term pro- 
jects as the building of railroads 
(Argentine, Chile) and in getting 
the chief trade in "hardware" for 
English manufacturers. Before the 
war, Germany came rapidly tor- 
ward, and threatened both England 
and the U. S. in South America. 
But defeat In tile War sent Ger- 
many a long way back. England 
remained and continues, and now 
Japan emerges more and more 
clearly, aggressively thrusting her 
cheap textiles and miscellaneous 
manufactures into the South Amer- 
ican market. 

Looking Forward to War 

The U. S., the most vigorous and 
.powerful nation of the rotting cap- 
italist world, looks to the future. 
U. S. Imperialism sees the war ap- 
proaching. And already it aims to 
utilize the war crisis to strengthen 
its strangle-hold on the Americas, 
to reinforce its own colonial sys- 
tem. From this as a basis, Its eyes 
go out to the potentialities of the 
war itself: to the chance of re- 
maining aloof, in splendid isolation, 
until the warring powers approach 
mutual exhaustion, and then step- 
ping in to decide the issue, and to 
hold the whip hand on a world 
scale. 

U. S. Marxists must follow with 
Increasing care the course of the 
U. S. "Pan- American" policy, and 
the events within the Central and 
South American countries. Above 
all, relations between the revolu 
tionists of these nations and those 
of the U. S. must !>e greatly and 
rapidly strengthened. In the ma- 
jority of these nations, as even a 
brief survey proves, the revolution- 
ary struggle Is identical with ours; 
In the most direct sense It is pre- 
cisely the struggle against U. S. 
imperialism. Their victories, conse- 
quently, are our victories, and we 
are defeated in their defeats. 
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Th« woman considered me a 
i ommunist. Thev wre not afraid 
of communists. The only thing they 
feared was the Political Depart- 
ment. The latter Is the absolute 
master of the village, and rules 
everybody and everything in the 
village. 

The villagers were all preoccu- 
pied with the question of the work- 
day. They were not interested in 
anything except matters relating 
to the kolkhoz. They did not view 
as their own affair everything re- 
lating to the kolkhoz. In their 
minds, the kolkhoz is a state enter- 
prise managed by the Political De- 
partment, while the kolkhoznikl are 
merely laborers, working In the 
kolkhoz and receiving a meager 
ration for their work-day. The 
tabulation of work -days is on dis- 
play on a wall in the village read- 
ing room. The men and women in 
the kolkoz crowd around the tabu- 
lation to find out who has the most 
work-days to her credit. They were 
all pre-occuppied with this and, 1 
might say. with this alone. 

. . . Came Ihe last and decisive 
day. It was noon. I clambered 
atop a small mound, covered with 
fruit trees and began assiduous- 
ly to study the locale. I fixed thi 
position of the border patrols. A 
macadam road cut across the gar- 
dens close to the river bank. The 
patrols paced the road. I had to 
seize the opportunity — a few mln- 
uites^ — to make my way to the river 
and plunge into the water. It was 
impossible to take my things along. 



The river was broad and the cur- 
rent rapid. I threw away my sack 
and bag. I put on a military cos- 
tume, but not the boots, and bare- 
foot (I kept only my civilian cos- 
tume) I -walked into the open, and 
proceeded calmly towards the bank. 
No sooner did I reach the river, 
quickly stripped off the uniform 
and was about to tie on my civilian 
costume when a cry came from a 
distance: "Halt! Halt!". . . . 

With the civilian clothes in my 
hands I plunged lntrj the water. 
The patrols, without being aware 
where the cry was coming from, 
raised an alarm and began firing. 
1 ewam under the water, keeping un- 
der as long as was possible, when- 
ever 1 stuck my head out for air, 
I heard rifle fire. The clothes be- 
came waterlogged and hampered 
my progress. In the meantime the 
current was rapidly carrying me 
away. Below wa» the "foreign" 
rock -bound shore — the river in 
flood tide— and should the current 
carry me further down I would have 
no chance to get to that shore. 1 
found myself compelled to abandon 
my only suit, with my money in its 
pockets. I clamored out on the 
"foreign" shore, in my underwear. 
For a long time I lay among the 
reeds. I could observe the Soviet 
patrols approach the river bank anil 
pick up my military uniform — they 
obviously thought that It was some 
border- patrolman who fled away . . 

And then I found myself once 
again sitting in jail, this time a 
"foreign" one. , . 



Concerning the Mensheviks 



.... The centrists today do not 
attach any particular political im- 
portance to the existence of the 
Russian Mensheviks. The latter 
have eoirapromised themselves in 
the eyes of the broad masses of the 
toilers by their behavior during th!> 
October revolution. And it Is very 
difficult to restore by means of 
phrases the pre-rcvolutionary au- 
thority of the Russian Social Dem- 
ocratic Lahor Party. That is why 
they are not much of a danger to 
the Stalinist regime. Our youth 
.sees nothing revolutionary in the 
Mensheviks. Especially the Georg- 
ian Mensheviks. The youth see in 
them only the return to capitalism. 

The authority of the dictatorship 
of the proletariat is great, in the 
eyes of the toilers of the I'.S.S.R. 
Stalin hides his counter-revolu- 
tionary face precisely behind the 
authority of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat. The exploited classes 
so warmly acclaim the dictatorship 
of the proletariat because other- 
wise it would be impossible to ex- 
propriate the capitalists. 

In the Verkhni- Uralsk solitary 
there were 16-28 Mensheviks, the 
majority Georgians. I underscore 
Georgian Mensheviks because In 
contract to others they hold views 
that are peculiar, and deeply chau- 
vinist and. have nothing in common 
with Internationalism. They were 
set free ; only four remaining. Dur- 
ing the hunger strike of the Bol- 
shevik-Leninists, on the 14th day 
they announced a twenty-four hour 
hunger strike as a protest against 
the arbitrary treatment of the 
Bolshevik- Leninists hy the prison 
administration. I happened to en- 
gage in , conversation with f w o 
Georgian Mensheviks. I came away 
with the conclusion that, they are 
iW>w gratified that one of '"theirs", 
DJugashvill (Stalin), is in power. 
I also had a discussion with a 7A- 



mist. He told me that the Zionists 
are also entering the Second Inter- 
national, and he himself is a former 
social -democrat. During the con- 
versation, he expressed the opinion 
that the Menshevlk social demo- 
crats committed an unpardonable 
mistake in the 1917 revolution, I.e., 
they failed to conduct a decisive 
]iolicy for the conquest of power 
and fought against the dictatorship 
of the proletariat. 

.... Of the Mensheviks, Zionists. 
Dashnaks (members of the Armen- 
ian nationalist party Dashnak-Tsn- 
timi) and other* whom I ran across 
in exile and prison. I can say that 
they are not dangerous to the Stal- 
inist regime The Russian Menshe- 
viks have not yet discarded their 
old shirts, as the social democrats 
abroad are trying to do. These old. 
personalities are not harmful to 
Stalin. He arrested them together 
with the communists in order to 
throw ii screen around his counter- 
revolutionary actions toward the 
latter. Today, Stalin is surround- 
ed by the worst an ti -proletarian el- 
ements. 

In jail I met also communists 
who were incarcerated aluhough 
they were in agreement with the 
"General Line." They were against 
the existing internal regime. (It 
never enters the mind of these beg- 
itrs that a given regime is the re- 
;.i-.It of a given policy.) The Men- 
sheviks at least expressed their 
protest against the brutality prac 
ticed upon the Bolshevik-Leninists 
by a one day hunger strike. The 
followers of the "General Line" did 
[iiot even do thafl. They did not 
even issue a verbal protest, but 
kept sitting quietly alongside us. 
The Red Army soldiers who, on the 
orders of the administration, fed 
ns by force^ — even they taunted the 
"General Liners" for such cowardly 
behavior. . . . 



Mpls. Unions 
Join Lewis 



(Continued from Page 1) 

510, Barbers No. 61, Bartenders No. 
152, Cap Makers No. 1865, Auto 
Mechanics 383, Lathers No. ISO, 
Plasterers No. 65, Plaster Tenders 
No. 111. 

A telegram from John L, I^wls 
was read to the delegates. In the 
telegram he expressed regret for 
not being able to attend and cited 
ss his reason for non-attendance 
the fact that the United Mine 
Workers convention was now going 
on in Washington, D. C. 

On a motion by V, R. Dunne, 
all delegates were pledged to go 
back to their organizations and 
secure permission to sign the or- 
ganization's name to a new call 
that will ep ou)t shortly ft>r a 
broader conference on the same 
question. Between the conferences 
It was decided to set up a semi- 
permanent committee who would 
carry on the work. 

A Awnmittee ot seven was elected. 
It will be known as the Continua- 
tion Committee for Industrial Or- 
ganization. Ttois was perhaps the 
most Important action taken at the 
conference as it will set up here 
in Minneapolis a center and clear- 
ing-house for industrial union ac- 
tivity. The first meeting of the 
committee will be Sunday, Feb. fl. 

During the discussion that took 
place, around the question of In- 
dustrial organization versus craft 
unions, it was shown by many del- 
egates that there is a crying need 
tor a more efficient type of work- 
ers' economic organization than 
can be organised under the craft 



union set-up. The Resolutions 
Committee reported to the body 
witih three resolutions, in all of 
which they recommended concur- 
rence. 

No. 1, introduced by Building 
Laborers, 563, asked for support tn 
their strike on the Sumner Field 
project, adopted; No. 2, Introduced 
by Upholsterers! 1 Union, 61, asked 
for support for the Strutwear 
strikers and called upon the entire 
trade union movement to call a 
public meeting in their behalf. 
adopted; No. 3, introduced by 
Local 382, Auto Mechanics, called 
for the reinstatement of 574 in Cbe 
Drivers' International, adopted. 

Attention of. the- delegates was 
called to the coming state- wide 
W<PA conference which will he 
held in General Drivers Hall, 25T 
Plymouth, Ave. North, Saturday 
and Sunday, February 8 and 9. All 
unions were requested to send dele- 
gated. 

The Resolutions Committee, in 
conjunction with the Continuation 
Committee was instructed to 
draw up a statement setting forth 
the aims and objectives of the con- 
ference to be released to the pub- 
lic press. The meeting adjourned 
at 4 o'clock, 



STRIKE DANCE 

Strikers at the Ttothstein plant 
in Boro Park are running a dance 
and entertainment on Saturday. 
Feb. 22 at 8:30 P.M. In the Grand 
Ballroom of the Boro ParK T.M.H. 
A., 14 Ave. and 60 St. Auspices ot 
Boro Park Labor Conference for 
the benefit of the strikers. 



HIKE WITH LUMEN CLUB 

To Tibetts Brook Part 

Sunday February 1« 

Starting from Woodlawn Station 
11 A.M. Friends "and sympathizers 
are invited to come along. 
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Dutch Gov't Clamps Down on Revolutionary 
Party, RS AP, for Anti-imperialist Campaign 

i j 

Fourth Internationalists Strike Back as Police 

Raid Homes, Party Printshop, Confiscate 

Issue of Neuwe Fakkel , Party Organ 
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Dutch imjwriali m is cracking clown on our sister Party, the 
Revolutionary S octal "Kt Labur Party of the Netherlands. Court pro- 
cedure lias been instituted against the party and its organ, De Neuwe 
Fakket and copies or the February 1 Is. ue have been confiscated. The 
printing office of the party has Iteen searched as have tlie homes of 
officers and some of the actiie members. 

The B.S.A.P- replied to this attempt of the Dutch reactionaries, 
supported also by the so-called "Democrats'* in the Colyn cabinet, by 
putting it", "Emergency Apparatus'* into action and promptly tret tine 
oat a sjiecial twoiwte issue of Fehruary I, number 87- A to replace 
the confiscated No. 87. At the mast-head of this extra edit on of the 
Neuwe Fakkel stands tiie defiant challenge to the reactionary foer. of 
the working class: "I was, I am and I will he!" 

The immediate occasion for the 

attach of the Netherland Depart- 18 
ment of Justice on the Neuwe Fak- 
kel was an art. cle appearing in the 
January 24 lane and dealing with 
the poverty, starvation and tuber- 
culosis in the East Indian posses- 
sion- of Dntch imperialism. Like 
every other imperialist government 
the Netherland government is ex- 
tremely nervous about the danger 
of revolt in cojonfal possession' 
whltflt, as capitalism cracks up, 
must be exploited ever more ex- 
tremely and brutally. The govern- 
ment 1 accordingly sensitive to 
revelatons of this extreme exploit- 
ation and repression In the colon- 
ies. Resides, articles of thi kind 
tend to draw togethe? into alliance 
those two foes of imperial sm, the 
exploited colonial peoples on tibe 
one hand, and 4he exploited prole- 
tariat In the home country, nn the 
other hand. By no mea» . there- 
fore, must information of Khts kind 
bo permitted to see the i «ht of 
day. 

The cartoon in the extra edition 
of the Neuwe Fakkel represents a 
enption In which '"Freedom of the 
Press Lies Buried." The decora- 
tion in the margin cons st of re- 
productions of the Dutch equiva- 
lent of the dollar sign. The cap- 
tion of the cartoon n,uotes ironically 
a well-known Dutch folk song 
which speaks of the people "living 
free and bl the on Holland's prec- 
ious ' oil." 

Only Shadow of Democracy Ii*ft 

The leading editorial states: "Of 
democracy in. the Netherlands 
scarcely a shadow remains after 
two and a half years of the Colyn 
government. iWe liuvc never ex- 
pected anything el. e. In a crisis 
the Dutch bourgeoisie has broken 
w'th its past. With unseemly haste 
it has come forward with its pro- 
gram which unload the results of 
the capitalist crisis on the .shoul- 
ders of the broad masses. The 
bourgeoi ie asks help from the gov- 
ernment by way of loans, on the 
one hand, and reduction in unem- 
ployment insurance and other so- 
cial benefits for the masses, on the 
other hand. 

"At the same time the da s 
government also takes political 
precautions. Traditions of free- 
dom and toleration, yet*. Indeed! 
But everything has its Hi»'t", and 
these limifyi are now reached 
when the bourgeoisie, finding it- 
sen* in ever deeper perplexity, 
fcecemes frantic.'* 

Bury'ng the Bourgeois Tradition 

The editorial then recall the 
struggle of the Netherlands against 
Spanish oppression in the 17th 
century, .the battles against Nairn- 
leon in the beginning of I he Tilth 
century and other hi toricni occur- 
rences to w'h eh the liberals of the 
Netherlands have looked hack far 
generations with pride, "Hut the 
sims of the battlers for freedom lit 
the [ttist who 'peeiitliKe on what 
J hey call national recovery ,know 
no greater concern today titan the 
complete amiihihitlon of the rights 
and liberies which a rising and 
strong middle class once struggled 
to obtain." 

"Dapite tiie swift attack from 
a neryous imperialist cabinet, the 
Neowe KaJikel is here! Without 
any loss of time support was rai- 
ded to our 'Kmergeney Appara- 
tus' aild fi.OOO enpie; of this spec- 
ial l*eue run off ami their distrib- 
ution begun." The editorial calls 
for renewed financial support, re- 
newed activity of the party in all 
directions, and for the revolu- 
flonary overthrow of Dutch lm- 
perlallsoi. 



FRISCO CENTRAL LABOR COUNCIL 
CALLS FOR RELEASE OF MINI 



KAN FRANCISCO.-— A resolution 
calling upon the California' parole 
board to release Norman Mint and 
his seven fellow prisoners was pas- 
sed unanimously by the Central Lji 
l«n* Couni- 1 la.-t week. 

Norman Mini, overworked in Lhe 
jute mill at San Quentin, collapsed 
on the? job last week. Latest re- 
ports indicate that his condition e 
not ei-itical. 

The eight Sacramento criminal 
syud eallsm prisoners, sentenced 



from on*, to fourteen years, come 
up before the parole hoard on Feb- 
ruary 2rith to have their sentences 
set. They have been in jail about 
a year. San Francisco's Labor 
Council called upon the board to 
set the sentences nt the minimum. 
The ail ion of the central body 
was taken in labor ciri-hwj here as 
n repudiation of Paul Scharrenberg, 
reactionary secretary of the state 
federation, w>ho recently attacked 
I he National Sacramento Appeal 
Committee's tight for the prisoners. 



Vigilantes 
Prosecute 
Militants 

Leader of Cal. Tar-Feather 

Mob Sues Victims for 

Assault and Battery 

By ERNEST BBSIG 
Director, A.C.L.U., N. Cal. Branch 

SAN FRANCISCO, Cal., Feb. 10. 
-Jack Green and Sol Nitaberg, 
Santa Itosa tar and feather victims, 
have lieeu made defendants in a 
$2.fi(M) damage au.it filed in the Su- 
jieror Court of Sonoma County, 
eltargiiitr them with assault and 
battery. The plaintiffs in -the case 
include Fred Cairns, alleged lead- 
er of the tar mob, and Harold (J. 
Campbell, said to be a res dent of 
I'elalumji. ('alms is a defendant in 
two federal court damage suits 
brought by Nibibcrg and tlroen 
which l'l'lowcd'as an aftermath of 
lhe tar :ind feather party on Aug- 
ust -J I. Federal Judge Itoche re- 
cently denied Cairns' motion to d «- 
miss 1'rccn's suit and a new motion 
to transfer (lie case to the Sacra- 
mento federal Court will -shortly 
come on for a hearing. 

The complaint in the present 
su t alleges that Cairns and Camp- 
bell went upon the highways in So- 
noma County of August 21 for the 
■•purpose of detecting and appre- 
hending such persons as might in 
Plaintiff's presence he engaged in 
the commissi on of crimes and of- 
fenses against the persons or prop- 
erty of residents and lax payers of 
said ( :ounty." 1 1, is claimed that 
While Ihey were Oil Ilie Streets of 
Santa Rosa, Green and Mizberg 
"did pull, push, jerk, jostle and 
strike PI an tiffs. . . threatened to 
(Continued on Page 4) 



Another Enemy of Labor 
Enters Presidential Race 
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Threat of Injunction 
Lines Stay Solid in 
Walkout 
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'Balanced Budget" at Exper.se of Workers, 
Unemployed and Poor Farmers 



By -IAMKS EVANS 
An evasive little Kansas politi- 
cian is gt-tl. ng a great deal or pub- 
licity nowadays. Whenever one 
picks tip a capitalist news] ki per, 
there is .some mention of Governor 
Alf Landon as a president al pos- 
sibility. Landon is continually com- 
pared to the somewhat lamented 
Cal Ooolidgo, who was certainly 
anything bivddes a walking brain- 
storm ; but who had the good for- 
tune to serve as c-h ef executive 
while American capitalism was en- 
joying a tetuiwary bourn,. 

If Landon should he the Itepub- 
Hcan nominee, every attempt will 
he made to capitalize it[sin jmpular 
it scon tent hy his campaign man- 
agers. Some slogan such as the 
"Hack to normalcy"' cry of V.YH), or 
the ''Keep Cooi with Coolidge" 
motto wll be used lo trek the 
eleven million unemployed into 
voting Republican. Ijindon himself 
will be portrayed as the greatest 
cjiccnr ve gonitis who ever hanged 
on empty dinner-pails for votes. 
A) the same time, lie will be praised 
tn the Chamber of Comment' as the 
man who balanced the budget in 
Kansas. 

So Friend of Ijihor 

This man, Landon. is no friend 
of lite workers, I have lived "ti 
Kansas, and I know that the main 
accomplishment of the genial Alf 
has been to enlarge the bread-lines. 
When [jitndon assumed office In 
liBiH. lhe wages of all state employ- 
ees were immediately reduced '!?• 
jierccirt. The dismissal <;f an equal 
percentage of these employees re 
suited n a stretch-out system for 
those remaining on the jobs. The 
precedent created by I lie Governor 
caused a sharp drop in wages- and 
private employment all over the 



state. 

At a time when the condition of 
Kansas worki'is and fanners was 
insufferable, Lamlun refuwsl to con- 
sider any system of stalf relief. 
The entire obi gation of feefliug the 
hungry was turned over to local 
county administrators. During 1!Kf4, 
thi* 10.1 comities of Kansas appro- 
priated the total of less than two 
million dollars to feed several hund- 
red thousand starving [icojiJe. Ev- 
idently, Governor Landon gave the 
couutj officials th«; wink when he 
passed the buck t<> them. 

"Balancing the Budget" 

Then came another of the iieriod- 
ic droii;Mi<; to wit ch (he Middle 
West is subject. Kansa.s farmers 
waf cited their c-tJtle drup from 
lack of grass and water. The local 
merchants discontinued credit., and 
the bankers sivooist] down mi the 
mortgaged lands tike carrion cro w s. 
This was no concern of Alf's with 
several million salted away. lie 
coot, nued to "balance lhe budget."' 
t'.ut in a pinch, niu> group ef the 
I'Mling-flara can always be di'iiended 
upon to prolect a similar. If oppos- 
ing, group. Federal Uelief Admini- 
st.iator Harry Hopkins growled in 
if » liiitt/ms. but saw that rtelief 
money « ent lo Kansas, iiiiiing !he 
crucial period of I!t:il. $:«),*« K(,0()(J 
iu relief checks, plus a large amount 
of AAA funds, went lo iiisiilrc 
"orde]" in that state. .Mr. Hopkins 
had hel)>eii Alf bahince his budget, 
thiw indirectly I lettering the hitter's 
chances as a j>res) tlvM ial candidate. 

Once can well imagine what 
Mould happen to the unemployed of 
tiie nation if Ijiiaion were to become 
president. The very slight relief 
benefits, now conferred after fierce 
struggles, would be auloiaatically 
disco n linnet' 



BULLETIN 
\KB0S. Ohio, Feb. 31.— Good- 
year Tire plants remained, idle 
hem as large mass picket lines 
blockaded all gates and kept 
scans at bay. Officials, unable 
to break through the line, lit ac- 
tion for four days, have applied 
to the courts for an injunction. 
Sheriff James T. Flower declared 
his readiness to violently smash 
through the lines in case of a 
favorable court decision. 
By JACK WILSON 
AKRON, Ohio Feb. 16— Rubber 
workers at Goodyear threatened to 
strike ttiis week unless the company 
took iiack seventy-five Plant-2 
workers laved off last week, thus 
bringing the crises throughout tin- 
tire Industry to another open flare- 
up. 

Already the company was forced 
to swallow its statement that 137 
workers who kinl the latest '"sit- 
down'* at PJarri 2 last Friday were 
Iiermai'eiitly lircd. 

The * hint, nli cli ordinarily runs 
en Saturday and Monday, was clos- 
ed down by the com]Biny until Tues- 
day, li a. in. in the hope that the 
workers could be pacilied lit the 
me* I it "me. 

Instead, workers flocked to the 
headquarters of the Goodyear local 
of the Cuited Ituhber Werkers of 
Ameri«i. and joined solidly into the 
growing movement to stop lay-offs 
and wage cuts once and f-n- all 
through a strike. 

Calling tite Bosses' Hand 
'llie last "sifdown" wms joined by 
•iOflO firebuilders at I'huit-2 and 
drew sympathetic "'sit downs" from 
all other (]<-iKti'tinciiN which have 
.■mother 2,(>IX1 men. 

AVhen I he company threatened to 
lire the entire tli rd jiliift depart- 
ment, a rubberwoi liei- look lhe lluor 
iu llie factory and told the iierson- 
:if\ iiiaiiager. Fred CHmer, '-You've 
been ordering us workers around 
for a long time, now it's our turn." 
The company announced that the 
137 men on tha-i shift, '"riii-; lend- 
er*" were lircd. ['.at when lhe i'n- 
tlre plant made preimratious to 
■strike oij Saturday, the contp'uy of 
tiertls calhii lhe colnihany union fo- 
f-ether and ■ncgotialeil'' a rehiring 
of the men. 

One lor AH, Ail for One! 

A union i-ummillee meets Monday 
at I P.M. with the management to 
demand llie rehiring of the 7."i men. 
If the company refuses, the rubher- 
wrrkers at a mass rally Monday 
uiglil will vote on shut I iic- down 
the plan' Tuesday niorn'mg. 

At a rally Sunday afternoon, 
over 1.000 workers vo ced their sen- 
timent for strike by cheerim; sjrak- 

( Continued on Page 4) 



Government Compelled 
To Release 3 0,0 00 

Following lhe slornu upsutge oF the Spanish masses, which marked 

the most dramatic return to self- confident activity to be witnessed 
in the world labor movement in years, the Awma government was 
today compelled to sign an amnesty decree which will effect the release 

of some '".0,000 class war prisoners. 

The thousands of men and women confined to capital's!, dungeons i" 
Spain were victims of the revenge taken by -the ruling class for the 
heroic uprising of !he masses in October 193-1 in defense id their r gtd* 
threatened by the clerical-fascist reaction. 

The inijKising demonstrations wh ch forced the amnesty are an en- 
couraging indication that the Spanish masses are unwilling to allow 
i heir mil lam sentiments to he wiped out by parliamentary illusions 
disseminated by their leaders following upon the impressive electoral 
vietorv over the reaction. 

— — — — - Nearly two years of reactionary 

^repression have failed to quench 
spirit 



Force State 
Wide WPA 
Wage Rise 

Ohio Pay Increase Laid to 

Action of Jobless 

Organizations 

By ART IBEIS 

TOLKI >( l, Feb. IK— In an attempt 
to forestall state-wide strike action 
of the W.P.A. worker* of Ohio, 
Carl Watson, W.I'.A. head, today 
announced a 10 iienvnt pay boost 
for nll^ categories of W.P.A. work- 
ers in the state. 

The increase is retroactive thru 
February ifi. 



Announcement of lhe pay rise 
came within three days following 
the issuance of a twenty-four coun- 
ty conference call |o W.I'.A. work 
ers and 'the Unemployed Leagues in 
Northwest Ohio to organize, a wide- 
spread move t" gain the increa e 
and other concessions, The call 
was Issued by the W.P.A. Workers 
i'liion of Lucas County and the 
Lucas County Unemployed League, 
and (.he conference will he held 
February 2:i u Toledo. 

Pressure from all over the state 
hy project and unemployed organ- 
isations forced through the in- 
crease. A i-oJiference of the Ohio 
Workers Alliance in Columbus last | 
Saturday, with a reported repres- 
entation from twenty-one counties 
agrenl to take a strike poll if tlr 
pay boost was not imniedately ef- 
fected. The combined acliviliiwi 
and threat of action on the pari of | 
the riicmployod League, Worker I 
Alliiiuce and \v. 1', A. unioni | 
throughout Ire state is ncknowled';- ■ 
ed hy the W.I'.A. administration 
and da ly press to have won the 
increase. 

Tin: Hlade (Concedes Victory 

The Toledo Ulade stated today 
'The announcement of the pay 
raise, ii is expected, may avert i 
strike of W.I'.A. common labor 
threats of which have been heard 
not. only here but throughout 11k 
slate. Tin; Workers Alliance and 
(Continued from Page, "t) 



the' revolutionary 
Spanish workers and 




Editor's Note: The following 
letter was sent by L. It. Trotsky 
to Olav Scheflo, connected with 
the newspaper ''Soerlandet," one 
ill' tlte organs of the Norwegian 
Labor Party, now lieing violently 
attacked by the Norwegian Stal- 
inists for daring to defend Trot- 
sky rfga'nst the slander ram- 
Pi lien of Stalin- Yitieoda; Tlte 

contents are self-explanatory. 

* *■ * 

.launary :i», ia"iti 
Tlte local Slal nist paper '"Arbehi- 
ereii*'- -cculral organ el" Stalinist 
CI*, has just published a dispatch 
Unit Trotsky is waging a war 
against the Soviet Union, In an 
itlliiince wilh Hearst, the A me i" can 
newspaper inagna-le. a world fatuous 
thu-j and ally of Miller, According 
lo this dispatch, I published a series 
of articles in the Hearst press under 
my i(wn name. One day before the 
""Arlieldereu" published Ih » sensa- 
tion, 1 received a cable from New 
York, from my friends there, deal- 
ing willi lhe fraud gierpctratcd hy 
Hearst. I sent tmmi'dintei.v Hie 
following cable to Cannon in N.V, : 
PUBLICATION OF TAROV AR- 
TICI-K BV HKARST COMMON 
PRESS GANGSTERISM STOP 
Blrf IMPHDRNCK OF HEARST 
\'t EXCl'SK ROR CRIMES OF 
STALIN CLIQUK STOP fiAVB 



STATEMKNT TO ASSOCIATED 
PRESS UKDKRSIONEI> 

At the same I me I gave a state- 
ment to (In; A. P. 

II is must highly Interesting Hint 
the small "Arheidereit" was immedi- 
ately apprised by cable from N.V. 
about my alleged arlicles, i. e., the 
fraud perpot rated by Hearst. II is 
self-evident' that the other patters 
of fl'e Com nlern were even more 
amply lost rucled ^n this matter, so 
l.i.at 1 1 ley could do their best or 
worst. This shows that h. solved 
here is nol only HcerH's press 
I rust, hut another and niiicli more 
important "trnsi ". 

To mak( h m ,n I hour:hf s cl( 4 ar to 
you. I will cite another instance: 
On Jtliv L'O. IfKil a I'olish in>ws.|-a 
per "Kttrycr ( 'oib.ionny" :; nc a 
prom neat display to a leading ar- 
ticle allegedly signed Jij me. 'lliis 
article was a forgery concocted 
from a few small quotations from 
an article of mine combined wffh 
several of Hie crudest inventions 
and suiipemeuts hy the forger. 

The Mowcon I'ravda imiued ately 
pulillshed an enormous faesinilli> 
n-production of this article under 
the beading: "Pilsudsfefs Now 
Aid". A't Ihaaaiue time th's article 
was prlutisf Bomewhere In "New 
York City" bv an areh-rcnctlbunry 
ncwspai er. Tlte" e poll 1 sent a 



brief note io I'ravda deniandiiig a 
retraction or Its own report, in or- 
der not lo dupe the Kussian work- 
ers and jwasants. In any case, n 
the Itutlctin of Itussian Op]Kislti(>n 
(of which I am tin- editor) and in 
niaiiy other papers, I not oely dis 
I loved this matter hul also proved 
liiat the "Knryer Cody.lenuy" ob- 
tiiincd -tin- forgery ti: rough an agent 
of the GIT i:PO\ (HHIKt'S FltOM 
MOSCOW, in order Ihus lo obtain 
sensational t-iaferial for a campaign 
of slander. 

Matters are not much different 
today. The re vela I ion-, of Tarov 
am! Ciliga arc highly- ei'tbarassin^ 
lo (he talinlsls. for (hey involve 
not Iheorclicai ,n- political discus 
-•Ions but hard and irrefutable facts. 
These facls come all the less p.-o- 
piliously to the Stalinists biHuttiso 
ji the coursi! „f || 1G recent months 
ACCOKJHNG TO TI1K DATA IN 
TI I K Mt ISCOW I'UFSS not li-:s 
tha.n lO.IMNI (in retilily many morel 
Ilolslievik-I^ niui:.ts have Iweu e\- 
ln'lled from the jBii'ty--!. (•..■natur- 
ally, placet J under arrest, and soul 
to concentration camps, exile etc. 
Are we perllai« dealing here with 
the eiH»m><<N of the Soviet Union? 
You may res,t assured that In the 
hour of greatest danger when 09 
]kt cent of the so-called "Fried-' 
of the S.l'.'' aisl perhaps a g-iodly 



half p! the Soviet bureaucracy will 
betray the October Revolt! t on, 
these men who were arretted will 
be its 1 1 nest defenders. Their 
"'crime*' prec sely lay in their tie- 
sire to save the October revolution 
Irom infamy and ihgcneraliou. 
tiainely. Ihey were against the social 
tncouali-ly mar js ,-rowtiiK .:] iiV high, 
aga ust the intolerable pressure on 
llie workers, against the introduc- 
tion of ranks lulu Hie [ted Army 
headed by |hc Marshals, etc. 

To parry these unpleasant, revel 
atioiis Mir-i-ow must hud .some 
u:caus of diveiision. for I liey are 
tin! in posilion to (ijierale with facls 
and ixililti-iil 'arguments. They tried 
lo implicaie uie in the Kirov affair; 
They failed, because the terroristic 
mi ,,f Nikiiiaicv, dinvted by tiie 
G.l'.U. look ,t very serous turn. 
The bullet w;i- tired before Ya-.:oda 
and Medved could place under ar- 
rest i be (irgiinistid on they them- 
selves conl rolled. Then Ihey trhil 
the mnltcr'of the /.(-Her pistcaril. 
Again, without much success. From 
now mi Ihey intend to let it be 
known: that whoever stx'nksf ahont 
tlic abominable crlimti of the Mos- 
cow bureaucracy Is a brother-In- 
arms of lllt.k'r. It Is self under- 
stood that the world rciiet on will 
try lo put to Use every reve-hlllou. 



Even when the mild Muxlon casb 
a sharp word agahisl the [jibo! 
I'arly in Parllametil. Iln> HiehardJ 
applaud ironically. Are these 
grounds for Maxloii lo !<ee(i (juiel ': 

In order that reaction he tioahlo 
to iiiiiiie use of lhe villainies of 
Hie Stalin clique, the villa nie. 
must cease and not the rcvefii- 
fions. 

1 do not know whether Hears! 
lifted certain of my article*; direct 
ly from (lie Russian ittiHeliii or 
wliefber his "assistant" wllo nuiy 
well be an "'a^lslanl'' of (he CI*. 
1'. at the same tiiuel has concocted 
some sort of a series of arlicles fo: 
him. The gist of llie mailer i- 
hardly altered Ihereby. I will try 
Lo prosecute Hearst for fraud or III 
erary theft. Hut -this w 1! not alter 
maltei-s. Hearsl's rascality i« t»i( 
a mitigating cireum.stauce for lie 
crimes of file Moscow Himapnrlisls 

Since , the "Arhelderen" also 
makes incut' on of you ]ici-sonally iu 
its newest ex[«isure, 1 am supply- 
ing you wth (his Information which 
la completely at your dlsimsul. You 
can make any use of II you may 
deem accessary. 

At. the same -lime I am sending a 
copy of th h note wilh Hie self-same 
aim to the forcK-u editor o" the 
•'Arbelder'hlad:'!" 



of the 
peasants. 
Uist Sunday's general elections, the 
first opportunity the masses hove 
bad to register their Irreconcilable 
optios Hon to capitalism, resulted 
in an overwhelming vote for a new, 
social order. While the bourgeot 
reformist character of the program 
of the "Peoples Front" For which 
the votes were eusl Is an annihi- 
htt'ng commentary on the leaders 
of the workers' parties who signed 
It, the significance of the election 
to the masses was expressed by 
their coming out on the streets to 
take the first, fruits of their v'otory 
by freeing all pol fical prisoners. 

The resemblance of the pre-enl 
situation to that of lfi:u is obvious 
'Phen. too. a coalition of bourgeois- 
republicans and Socialists formally 
l«sld power. One present difference 
is that, by entering a coalition fen- 
lhe elections, the bourgeois repub^ 
Heaps gained for themselves the 
lion's shan 1 in parliamentary rep- 
resentation. In 1 S31 the bourgeois 
republicans had a comparatively 
-small nnmlier of deputies-; the So- 
cialists were the largest single 
force In parliament. Tile present 
agreement for' the election gave the 
Republican Left of Av.ana and the 
Itopublican Union of Martinez- 
Itarrlos a majority of the deputes. 
On the lirsj returns the "bourgeois 
Republicans had 110 deputies, the 
Socialists, R! Thus the worke s' 
pari u^s lolunfarily subordinated 
Ibemsetves to their bourgeois al- 
ios, wtio represent an insignificant 
-ecthii! of I lie Spnliish popuhitt'iti. 

The resurgence of the Sjmnis.Ii 

proletariat has drawn into political 
life for the first time the masses 
of the Syiidi(-alt-t and anarch st 
worker- and iieasanrs. who on priu 
ciple abstained 'n all previous e'ec- 
I jolts. The women also came out iu 
uliprcceiienled n tun hers. The tern 
per of i In- mnsscs is indicated by 
the fact licit during the election 
campaign Largo Oaballero bad lo 
assure hi- audiences that the mat . 
thai with the bourgeoisie was mere 
ly a "tactical expedient" ami thai 
the election would be merely a step 
ping stone to a Soviet Spain. |[nw- 
eher. re|iort- from Spa u Indicate 
that tl-e Sociali-I- are plaimlng lo 
support their bourgeois allies in 
the new cabinet. In any event. Cai)- 
aliero will have to repudiate the 
■'l*eo|iic- t'miil'' electoral prog ia ui 
before lhe Sochilist Icadersh ]i can 
take the road of struggle 

While the capitalist pre-s carrie; 
alariiiist te]iorts from Spain thai 
capitalists and arHtoorais are lice 
big the count r\, the Span -sh eat'i 
talis] press editorials, as reimrte I 
here in lhe Spanish-American tires.-, 
initi'-aic lit lie lea i of tin yl bing mor ■ 
than n paTl i:i incut a ry overturn. 
Even the organ «l" tile Cat hoi •■ 
leailer, Ci! Itobles. conlincs itself l^i 
a demand' that lhe p resell I cabinet 
remain in othec until lite March 1 
run op" of ehiselv i-cuti^-tcd sea-, s. 
tin Wciliiosd.tv lhe labor and to'" 
reiMild cati pro's h-id not vet co > 
iticnletl oil the elections, althoilg'i 
hy thai date il was lit-tintlely us™' 
■ iilncil. tliaf the "l"eoi>les Fnail" bat 
a clear majority. 

Tiie only direct'"'.- issued by th" 
Workers" parties were nsherlathuis 
lo Iheir followers nol lo create t'i-; . 
order! When the porkers in m " V 
cities ntteiii]iled to translate* 'it ■ 
victory Immediately into action ' ■ 
releasing -the :iO,()00 pollllcal I i- 
oners roltfng in theMungeons. it 
)y elected Communist and Itepi'b ' 
mil dcjitit es went into Hie sfi"e"< 
lo urge the masses Co disperse. 

Stalinist publicists here ;i"i 
abroad sjioke of the Spanish -il'ta 
Hon tin a "revolutionary erH j " 
Phis is eorrti-1 enough. Itut -e.-h 
an esfimate calls for decisive meh 
tli'/.atlon of llie proletarat for n 'ev 
olutiouitry offens ve, Insteatl < I' ■<■:• 
[larllamenfary crellnlstti of t' e 
"Peoples Front ''. However I '•(■ 
I hilly Worker cfthle from Jin-' "V 
of February IS sliows jliaf Ibv Sn- 

<Co'ilincieil on Page 4) 
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Left Wing Group Gains in 
Phila Needle Trades Union 

Stalinists and Lovestoneites Support Administration; 
Sabotage United Fiont 



PHILADELPHIA. — Local Phila., 
ILffWU passed thru one of the most 
exc.ting elections ever held in Its 
history. This election, an emerg- 
ency election granted by the G.E.B. 
in order to eliminate, if possible, a 
bitter factional fight between two 
office - seeking elements, ■which 
threatened tne very existence of the 
organization. 

The conditions of the workers in 
the shops, a» a result, were going 
from bad to worse. All sorts of 
union violations were taking place. 
Wage cuts, lengthening of hoars, 
discrimination against active and 
militant workers was a daily oc- 
currence, but the officials were too 
busy establishing their power In the 
office to do anything. 

The Stalinist "Rank and File 
Committee" together with the Love- 
stone "Progressives," were support- 
ing: the administration against the 
remnants of the old Reisberg re- 
gime, who sought to regain control 
of the union by assuming the role 
of fighters for better conditions for 
i he workers in the industry. 

Although, when Reisberg was 
/iiAJi;igcr, tic fought bitterly against 
groups, his followers imitated the 
Lift whig and organized themselves 
into a committee, held meetings 
Outside of the union, and instructed 
iheir members to cany out their 
l>oIicy. Hence, their members, who 
•vere in the major tit.v in the cotton 
Local Executive controlling also the 
;lelegation to the Joint Board, kept 
up a continuous struggle against 
'.he other faction which dominated 
the majority of the Joint Board. 
In spite of the fact that the Cotton 
Local is the largest local, it is a 
minority on the Joint Board, since 
representation on that body is not 
on a proportional basis. The fight 
In the Joint Board finally reached 
a point where the cotton delegation 
walked out of its meeting and the 
other faction took advantage of. the 
situation to expel them. 

A Disgraceful Squabble 
The Reisberg group immediately 
got to work In the cotton Executive 
ond sent a committee to the G.E.B, 
which was to meet in Cleveland. 
A few days later a membership 
meeting of the cotton local was 
broken up and police were called 
in. The Stalinists and Progressives 
added to the general disorder, by 
lining up with the manager, who re- 
fused to permit the chairlftdy (a 
Reisberg follower) to open or con- 
duct the meeting. 

The general membership, ignorant 
of the squabble, did not participate 
in this disgraceful performance, 
many left in disgust. 

Meanwhile, a new group has 
sprung up. They called themselves 
the "Militants." Although many of 
the members are not only new to 
the movement, but to unionism, the 
group already shows promise of a 
future genuine left wing. 

"Militants" Issue Leaflet 
A leaflet was Issued by the group 
exposing both factions, that were 
bringing ruin and demoralization 
into the union, calling on the work- 
ers to get rid of these cliques, by 
demanding new general elections on 
a more proportional basis. The 
leaflet aroused great interest. Si- 
multaneously, the "rank and file" 
committee handed out a circular, a 
rather ambiguous affair, in which 
they further showed their line-up 
with the administration by asking 
for the election of a new cotton 
delegation to the Joint Board as 
the only solution. 

However, because of the interest 
aroused among the workers in the 
shops, the ''Militants" were urged 
to get together with other progress- 
ive elements on the basis of their 
leaflet 

A conference was called In which 
the "Militants" and the "rank and 
file" Committee participated. The 
Progressives were invited but did 
not show up. 

The "Militants" proposed a united 
froirt to demand general elections, 
as a means of ridding the union of 
the two right wing and reactionary 
factions and to establish a real pro- 
gressive leadership and policy in 
the union. 

"Impractical" . . 
The "Rank and Pile" delegation 
replied that it was impractical to 
make such demands, since the con- 
stitution provides for elections every 
two years; the administration had 
only been in office one year and 
they were not ready to agree that it 
should be kicked out. They were 
the lesser evil, in spite of wage cuts, 
etc. Get rid of the main evil, the 
Reitfberg faction, t>y electing a new 
joint board delegation. Besides, a 
gene*al election would certainly not 
be granted fcy the rfational office. 
No agreement was reached and the 
conference was disbanded. 

A few days later a telegram was 
received, granting new general elec- 
tions. A committee apponted by 
the Cleveland G.E.B. to investigate 
the critical Phila. situation found 
that an emergency existed in the 
union and since the constitution 
provides for such cases, special elec- 
tions were granted. 

Although the majority of the 
joint board offered some resistance, 
the election machinery was mme- 
dhtiely set into motion by the G.E, 



Social Patriotism Routed in Debate 
Between YCL-YPSLon War Question 



B. committee who were here to su- 
pervise the proceedings. Everything 
was put through very quickly el- 
iminating the time periods set by 
the constitution. 

New Conference New Attack 
Some of the members of the "Mili- 
tant Group" still under the illusion 
that somehow the Stalinists and 
"Progressives" were sincere, urged 
the group to make another attempt 
at united front. This was done and 
this time they were invited to a 
"conference" initiated by the "Rank 
and File 1 ' Committee. At this meet- 
ing the "Militants" discovered that 
the .Stalinists and Lovestonettes had 
combined. All former enmities were 
forgotten, no more differences be- 
tween them. They had indeed com- 
bined not against the right wing 
and its disastrous policies, but 
against the "Militants." 

No sooner was the meeting open- 
ed than the "Militants" were put 
on trial. They were asked why they 
had formed a separate group. The 
delegation was fully aware of the 
reason . for this question. Already 
branded as "Trotsky Ites" every- 
where especially by the Stalinists 
and if they did not state this openly 
the "Militants" were well aware of 
the meaning of this question. They 
therefore refused to be provoked 
into a discussion insisting that the 
question before the body was the 
coming elections, that time was 
pressing, that a united front must 
be set up in order to defeat the 
right wing. Thereupon an attack 
wa launched upon the leadership 
of the "Militants" in order to drive 
a wedge between the new members 
and those who had helped organize 
the group. 

This attack which consisted of 
the typical lies, and slanders of the 
Stalinists and their Lovestoneite 
henchmen had the opposite effect 
from the one intended. These new 
members left with the feeling that 
these people no longer represent a 
healthy left wing policy in the union 
and a new left wing movement must 
be built. 

The Stalinist Line-up 
The following night, at a mem- 
bership meeting of the cotton local, 
with great ballyhoo, the Stalinists 
lected a majority on the •'Elec- 
tions-Objections" committee and for 
:i time it looked as if they would 
sweep the elections. A tremendous 
campaign ensued. In the few days 
before the elections, slates were 
handed out and the line-up of the 
KNHiiW was exposed to everyone. 

The Stalinists and the Lovestone- 
ites were definitely lined up with 
the faction in control of the office, 
which in many respects is more 
reactionary than the Reisberg 
group. The cutters local issued 
their slate bearing the very inter- 
esting title "Vote for the People's 
Candidate." 

On the day of the elections the 
whole C.P. machinery was mobilis- 
ed behind their candidates. Workers 
were told not to vote for the "Mili- 
tants." But the results of the elec- 
tions brought out some very inter- 
esting figures. 

"Militants'' Gain 
In spite of lack of forces to do 
the necessary work and other ob- 
stacles, such as the newness of the 
group, the "Militants," miming in 
dependently, received one-third of 
the vote, electing two members to 
the executive of the cotton local 
where they hold the balance of 
■power. The elections further dem- 
onstratd the correctness of the an- 
alys s of the "Militants" in their 
offer for a united front. 

The "Rank and File" and "Pro- 
gressives" with all their work and 
deals with the Office faction, just 
managed to squeeze through some 
of their candidates, including the 
business agent of the Cotton local. 
But they constitute a minority in 
the Cot ton Executive since the 
Reisberg group w na able to elect 
all their candidates, the Executive 
consisting of nine Reisberg support- 
ers, two "Militants" and eight Stal- 
inists and their followers. 

The former administration was 
reelected, of course, with the help 
of the "Rank and Pile" and their 
followers and are therefore strong- 
er than ever. The situation re- 
mains as before. Already the Stal- 
inists are talking of liquidating 
groups. 

A genuine left wing must be 
built in the needle trades and the 
"Militant" group has taken the first 
step in this direction. 



Shamefaced, apologetic, ever on 
the defensive, recognizing the un- 
popularity of its position before an 
audience of revolutionary youth, 
Stalinism clutched at a wordy veil 
to hide its social patriotic ugliness 
at the debate on war held in St. 
Nicholas Palace on February 14th. 
Its representative, Gil Green, 
National Secretary of the Young 
Communist League, had the onerous 
task of defending pacifism, re- 
formism, and chauyism against a 
champion of revolutionary policies 
in the struggle against war, Gus 
Tyler, spokesman for the Young 
Peoples Socialist League. What an 
ironic __ twist of history! How 
strange to see the organization 
emerging from the split of 1818 
speaking in the tones of Kautsky 
and the spirit of Noske and Scheide- 
mann! How gratifying to see an 
organization still formally tied to 
the Second International proudly 
raising the banner of Liebknecht 
and Lenin ! 
Second Edition Social Patriots 
Listening to Green as he read 
a prepared speech, utterly lack ng 
in fire or forceful ness, the writer 
could hardly escape the impression 
that no one was more unconvinced 
than the speaker himself. We say 
this not out of generosity or com- 
miseration with Gil "Green — for 
revolut onists there can ouly be 
wa agvainst those who use the 
words of Lenin and Marx to mo- 
bilize the masses for imperialist 
war on the side of finance-capital. 
Whii't is interesting for us is that 
the social -pat riots of the second 
edition lack even that modicum o£ 
sincerity and conviction displayed 
by their infamous forebears of 
1914. They, at least, thought that 
in defending the capitalist father- 
land they were defending the so- 
cial st institutions, the trade un- 
ions, the party, the cooperatives. 
Their contemporary prototypes 
know that they are defending only 
. . . Stalin. What an inglorious 
end of Lenin's Comintern ! 

Tyler job was therefore an easy 
one and as he lashed at Stalinism 
w th the whip of revolutionary 
Marxism. Green could only whiue 
and plead: "Don't be impractical 
. . . and fatalistic . . . and passive 
. . . please let':» unite." He only 
neglected to add his main concern: 
"They are watching me in Moscow. 
. . ." Unit© the defenders Of sanc- 
tions with the opponents of sanc- 
tion-, the defenders of the capital- 
ist fatherland with the interna- 
tionalists, the spokesmen of class 
peace and coaiit on governments 
with the parti ans of civil war 
with the revolutionary overthrow 
of the bourgeoisie, the lion with 
the lamb, the fire with the water! 

The debate begins. Wound, up, 
I he phonograph Green lides from 
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contradiction to contradiction. The 
record might be called : The Dance 
of the Confused Social- Patriots. 
The tune starts in a low key, for 
lis first notes are the only true ones 
and it hate to have them heard: 
Capitalism is the cause of war, 
only its abolition will also end 
war. * But .immediately the key Is 
changed: "Yes, war can be stopped, 



united action of the toilers can 
stop war." How? By revolution, 
by overthrowing the system that 
breed-: w ar? No, "that is the pas- 
sive, negative attitude of the Yip- 
sels which flows from a fatalistic 
attitude. We need a practical at- 
titude, one which utilizes every 
means for peace." 

What are these means? The 
class struggle pursued to its goal, 
class war which will strike a death 
blow at Imperialist war? Hardly. 
Pacifist methods and a pacifist 
program: "Against the R.O.T.C., 
withdraw U.S. troops from China, 
aboli** the Monroe Doctrine, for 
disarmament, for the prohibition 
of subsidies to arms manufacturers, 
against gag-laws, for the popular- 
isation of the achievements of the 
Soviet Union and the rallying of 
the toilers for its defense." A good 
program with everything but the 
class struggle in it, choked with il- 
lusons, calculated to promote war 
in the shortest possible time. 
In Case of an Alliance . . . 

The pacifist twaddle off his chest, 
Green got down to "cases." All 
talk about a possible military al- 
liance between the Soviet Union 
nnd the imperlali t U. S. — music of 
the future, "incredible," but sup- 
pose the "incredible" does happen, 
what will be the poVcy of Stalin- 
ism then? Listen to Green: "In 
■inch a war our primary aim is to 
insure the victory of the Soviet 
Union . . . and thi defense of the 
Sov ct Union demands more than 
merely turning the imperialist war 
into a civil war." Implicit in this 
remark 5s the support of the cap- 
italist government of this country 
in the event of such a war. What 
el e can it mean, especially when 
Green took pains to characterize 
the war of 1!>14-1918 as an imperi- 
alist conflict, and the approaching 
one as a struggle between imperial- 
ism and socialism. What ele can 
it mean when Green pointed out 
that the principal means of strag- 
gle in such a war would be — not 
•'str kes or re-volution hecau'-e it Is 
impossible to answer war with a 
strike or revolution"— but the "ex- 
liosure of the predatory aims of 
U. S. imperiali im." 

Realising that he was approach- 
tig the danger zone, Green began 
to shift the issue. An impassioned 
defense of military alliances fol- 
low, even Leniii is quoted. Not 
whether the working class should 
support Its o-wn hourgeo sie if al- 
lied with the Soviet Union, but 
whether the Soviet Union can util- 
ise imperialist contradictions, this 
was how Green distorted the issue. 
And bis quotation from Lenin t the 
letter to the American workers 
where the latter defends his utili- 
zation of the military assistance of 
the French officer, de Lubersac. Of 
course, he overlooked the other 
quotations from Lenin, in which he 
mercilessly flayed the traitors for 
supporting the capitalist fatherland 
on the pretext that the Soviet Un- 
ion was in danger. 

Tyler's Speech 
In comparison with this ramb- 
ling, dodg ng, and hurdle- jumping, 
Tyler's speech was easy to follow: 



THE MANAGER'S CORNER 



One of our ubscribers, who signs 
himself "Anti- Fascist", wrote to us 
the other day as follows: 

"Enclosed find the renewal of 
my subscription to the New Mili- 
tant. I'm sorry I havrft been 
able to renew It sooner, but the 
Dally Worker's "left" Indorse- 
ment of Hearsts latest raid on 
the working da=s press, impelled 
me, as a left wing Socialist, and 
one, therefore,' anxious to defend 
whatever proletarian liberties re- 
main to borrow the money 
post-haste, In order to contribute 
at least that bit on one front, 
against this combined attack on 
the organized working class." 
No comment is requ red on a 
letter of this character ; it peaks 
for itself. It is a fine example 
worthy of emulation. That we 
have a number of comrades who 
ale eager to support our press and 
to work actively for its exten ion 
is verified also by the partic nation 
in our. subscription drive. We have 
now almost reached the 500 mark. 
Rut, as we have said before, we 
are till a good distance from our 
goal. 

Two of our party branches, 
branch 8 in New York City and 
the Salt Lake C ty branch, have 
reached their quota of new sub- 
scriptions. Branch 1, New York 
City, has turned in not less than 
81 new Bub erlptlons, coming very 
near toward ..reaching its quota of 
90. The branched in Philadelph ; a, 
Los Aageles and Austin, Minn., are 
similarly reaching near toward 
their quota. 

This !■ all veryedfcouraglng; but 
there is also a negative s de to 
our report. l?or example, some 
branches have not yet succeeded in 
obtaining a single new 'ubscrip- 
tlon. In this respect Allentown 
heads the list and what is worse, 
tlhis is a branch with very good 
mass contacts and consequently 
with very good possibilitie to ob- 
tain i new subscriptions. Other 
branches which nave very good 
contact! and very good possibili- 



ties not. at all utilized, or at least 
not sufficiently utilised are the 
Pittsburgh, Detroit and Toledo 
branches. Their returns in the 
dr ve for new snh «riptions are 
still entirely too low to appear 
very encouraging. 

The standing in the subscription 
campaign to date is as follow : 

CUy Quota. Turned in 



Akron, Ohio 20 9 

Albert Lea, Minn 10 — 

Allentown, Pa 30 — 

Austin, Minn 10 8 

Berkeley, Cal 10 5 

Boston, Mass 25 7 

Charleston, W. Va... 5 — 

Chicago, 111 50 18 

Cleveland, Ohio 25 8 

Columbus, Ohio 10 — 

Detroit, Mich 25 2 

IMckson City. Pa 5 — 

Fargo, N. Dakota... 10 — 

High Point, N. C... 5 — 

Kansas City, Mo.... 10 2 

Los Angeles, Cal 25 15 

Mlnneapol s, Minn... 75 17 

Mount Carmel, Pa.. . 5 — 

Newark, N. J 20 4 

New Castle, Pa 10 — 

New Haven, Conn... 10 2 

New York City....*. 400 306 

(Branch 1 90 81) 

(Branch 2 40 11) 

(Branch 3 75 41) 

(Branch 4 30 13) 

(Branch & 20 IB) 

(Branch fi 15 11) 

(Branch 7 15 3) 

(Branch 8 10 12) 

(District 100 119) 

Philadelphia, Pa.... 20 14 

Pittsburgh, Pa 25 1 

Plenty wood, Moat.. . 10 — 

St. Louis. Mo 10 1 

Salt Lake Oity 10 10 

San Francisco, Cal.. 20 2 

San Diego, Gal 10 4 

Sprlngleld, 111 5 — 

Toledo, Ohio 25 2 

Utica, N. Y 5 — 

Washington, D. C... 10 3 

Youngstown, Ohio... 10 1 

Cities not listed 45 44 

Total !,«• 486 



in the basic 1 eues of the debate 
his position was clear and unam- 
biguous. It was as it should be 
when revolutionary policy con- 
fronts cocial-patriotism. -First, the 
great lesson of 1914, of which he 
said, in truth, that the C.I. had 
forgotten, or rather was repeating 
its worst mistake. In that war 
he declared the social democracy 
bad betrayed, by supporting the 
fatherland under the guise that 
this fatherland was protecting the 
interests of a "small nation." He 
pointed to the British socialist; 
supporting their government be- 
cause of Belgium, the Russian so- 
cialistp because of Serbia. Now 
the C.I. had appropriated this pol- 
icy by substituting the name of 
the Soviet Union. How shall war 
be answered once begun: by class 
struggle action leading up to 
strikes and revolutionary civil 
war. 

"What will the Communists be 
doing?"' he asked. They will be 
for the war if the Soviet Union is 
involved. And in the interests of 
this policy they will be compelled 
to break the strikes carried on by 
revolutions.' ts since these will im- 
pede a successful outcome to the 
war. The logic of the Stalinist 
position will lead tiiem to vote for 
a war with Japan, to vote for the 
military budget and they will be- 
come Jingo No. 1. 

An the Soviet Union Here 

Tyler made a telling point. In 
1918 the American Soc iilist Alger- 
non Lee had voted for a liberty 
loan in the New York Board of 
Aldermen on the grounds that a 
revolutionary regime had been es- 
tabli hed in Russia and since both 
America and Russia were at war 
wth Germa'uy it was necessary to 
hupport this measure in the inter- 
ests of Ru-ela. This drew a severe 
rebuke from the S. P. But, would- 
n't Green favor such an action as 
Lee's, wouldn't he be upposed to 
the censure? 

He continued, laying bare the 
fake of a war of democracy versu ; 
Fascism. In case of war, the "dem- 
ocratic" nations would turn Fas- 
cst, or at least all civil liberties 
would be uppressed as the ex- 
perience of the last war showed. 
A quotation from Marty, a leader 
of the French CI", was read which 
clearly established this dictatorial 
tendency on the part of "democra- 
tic" capitalist governments. "Any- 
body," Tyler concluded the point? 
"who raise' the question of a war 
between a democratic France and 
a Fascist Germany is either a 
faker or a fool." 

Wars for national liberation are 
another alibi that the Stalinists 
use to explain their treacherous 
policy. Tyler correctly countered 
with Lenin's position, that no cap- 
itarst nation in the present epoch 
can conduct a progressive war, 
that the characterization of the 
central European nations as op- 
pressed nationalities and Germany 
as the imperialist aggressor would 
lead the C.I. to support of the cap- 
italist g >vernfments of Chechoslo- 
vakia, Austria, Bulgaria, Rumania, 
Latvia, etc., etc., etc. 

"Beacon or Burden" 
Finally the issue that proved to 
be the high point of the debate. 
In his first presentation Green had 
demagog cnlly played on the pro- 
Soviet tendencies of the audience 
by asking Tyler whether he con- 
sidered the Soviet Union a beacon 
to the international working class 
or a burden, Tyler properly jeered 
this Stalinist artifice to turn the 
debate off its proper tracks and 
put him on the Spot. But, in all 
truth, it must be said that Tyler's 
answer was only partially correct. 
He asked wbetber the A. F. of L., 
the craft unions and the German 
social democracy, respectively Were 
beacons or burdens. How was it 
possible to pose the question that 
way? What Tyler failed to say 
was 'that the Stalinist bureaucracy 
must be differentiated from the 
Soviet Union as such Just as the 
trade union bureaucracy must be 
from the trade unions; that the 
Stalinist bureaucracy is more than 
a burden, It Is a brake, a reac- 
tionary influence on the interna- 
tional working class and upon the 
Soviet Union; that the Sovet state 
must be distinguished from its bu- 
reaucratic incubus. This was lm- 
pllc t in all his foregoing criticisms 
and attacks on the policy of the 
C.I., but he fafied to make- the 
point' as crystal clear as it should 
be. 

All of the major arguments of 
Tyler had been put in the form ot 
questions to Green, who in turn 
danced around them in each of 
his two rebuttals. But twice as 
he rose to speak shouts of "answer 
the quest ons" came from many 
parts of the nail. His mealy- 
mouthed replies, his maudlin ap- 
peal to sentiment about the "com- 
munists in Jail," hla abuse of Len- 
in's Ideas for social-patriotic pur- 
poses were properly nailed by 
Tyler. In the latter's one rejoinder 
In the debate bis hammering on 
the questions was so strong that 
Green was forced to admit that In 
case of a Soviet-American aH'ance 
in a war with Japan the Stalinists 
had a *two-Md aim," neither of 
whicfl) would be to overthrow the 
American bocrgeolsie. And the an T 
ewers to tne questions: "Time alone 
will prove who Is correct . . ." 



Our Line's Been 
Changed Again 7 ' 



The Daily Worker has taken its 
cue. Hathaway is making up for 
lost time— his Job as editor of the 
l>aily is at stake. So all the 
scribes are mobilized for a da.ly 
fire against the Left Socialists 
and the "Trotskyists." Orders are 
orders — and they are to be found 
in the current issue of the Com- 
munist International (January 
1936). 

Kuusinen's report to the presldV- 
ium of the Executive Committee of 
the Comintern, "No Grounds for 
Self-SaHsfaction," is a criticism of 
the mistakes and shortcomings in 
the application of the Seventh 
Congress line on. the united front 
"In the past years, many Com- 
munists replaced bostons-like 
(!) criticism of -Social-Democra- 
cy with mere denunciation. Sow 
it happens that the necessary 
serious business-like criticism is 
replaced by silence." 
Even worse than silence is the 
charge against the Daily Worker. 
Kuusinen cites the Daily','! praise 
of Otto Bauer as a leader for 
working class unity ; its suggestion 



that the American S. P. follow the 
road of Bauer and the progreaive 
forces among the Socialists includ- 
ing the Russ.an Mensheviks. 

The Daily "gave way ... to op- 
portuntt 'backsliding' .which has 
nothing in common with the recom- 
mendations of the Seventh Con- 
gress on differentiated tact cs" 
when it made a hero out of John 
L. Lewis. 

The erfctic further informs the 
readers that the "Trotskyite dan- 
ger" demandn "constant vigilance 
and activity. This is especially 
true tor Denmark, the Scandinav- 
ian countries In general, in Holland 
. . . and it is necessary In other 
countries to react more actively 
than hitherto to Trofkyite slan- 
der, for such slander, though is- 
sued at first by Trotskyites them- 
selves, is frequently spread by all 
kinds of 'Left' Social -Democrats 
and Socialists." For example, adds 
Kuusinen, Otto Bauer repeats the 
": lander" of Boris Souvarine 
against Stalin. Th s speech. is the 
source for the new campaigns. 



Hathaway Made the Scape Goat 



Kuusinen' criticism of the Daily 
Worker is elaborated upon by 
"Ii." In a review of the October is- 
sues of the paper. The r9icn 
s. sites that "the (Socialist) Call t- 
inr.ly criticized" and then r?r-,'a:s 
Kuu, inen's crit cisms on Bauer, 
etc. 

However, the chief aim of the 
review is to establish that the line 
ot the Daily on the Lewis move- 
ment — criticized by Kuusinen — was 
not the line of the Central Commit- 
tee of the Communist party. In a 
word, Hathaway's line wa, in eon- 
filet with that of Browder and 
Foster ! 

The Te viewer quotes Browder 
and Foster on the Lewis movement 
and adds: "But this pol cy as 
stated by Comrades Foster and 
Browder was not carried out by 
the Dally Worker." 

Simple! Not quite! The Daily 
articles under attack were in the 
October Issues (the last article 
cited is of October 26). Foster' 
and Browder's "line" was presented 
one month later (printed in the 
Daily, Nov. 28 and 29, respect ively ) . 



No evidence is given to show that 
there wa a conflict between the 
Daily line and the Central Com- 
mi&te in October! 

But what happened 0y wov. '28 
to make Foster and Browder so 
cr/tical of Lewis? Most likely, 
Kuusinen's criticism of the Daily 
delivered on November 20 had al- 
ready reached the Central Com- 
mittee! 

The aim ot the review can be 
seen when "R:" write.'' : 

"It must be stated that the ex- 
amples given from the Daily 
Worker are departures from the 
line of policy, and do not charac- 
terize the activities of our Central 
Committee, the party as a whole 
or even most of the work of the 
Daily Worker. The Central Com- 
mittee mut, however, take meas- 
ures to strengthen the carrying out 
of the". Seventh Congress line in the 
Daily Worker." 

Hathaway is made the scape- 
goat! Another verse ean be added 
to the *ong : Our 1 -ne's been 
changed again ! 



St. Gottwald Attacks 'Trotskyite' Dragon 



K. Gottwald, Chechoslovakian 
stall no-patriotic chief, is the latest 
of the brave kn'ghts of Staltnl-m, 
to undertake a scurrilous attack on 
"Trotskyism." The attack takes the 
form of a plea to Otto Bauer to 
keep .clear of "Trotsky! m" — with 
which the is already apparantely 
tainted ! 

"Is it not clear that anyone who 
is found in the neigh borhood of 
Trotskyism, i.-; open, whether h* 
wants it or not, to the danger of 
being lost forever to the working 
class can e? 

Is it not clear that Otto Bauer, 
in, his own interests, ought to pon- 
der this question very seriously " 
asks Gottwald, who is interested in 
Bauer's wells re. 

The occasion for the article is 
Bauer's' review of Boiis Souvarine's 
book on Stalin wherein he speaks 
critically of the Soviet reg me and 
of the "penonal dictatorship ot 
Stalin," (Souvarine is not a "Trot 
skyist". See review of his book in 
"N. L", December 1B35.) 

This Immediately reveals Bauer* 1 ; 
"Trotskyite counter - revolutionary 
hoof"! Admiration for Stalin's 
work — exprefced by Bauer 1 — is not 
sufficient, cries Gott»ald, either 
you accept "unconditionally" every- 
thing go ng on in the Soviet Union 
or . . . you are a counter-revolution- 
ary Trotskyite! 

Tiest we appear to be exaggerat- 
ing, we will quote some choice bit ; 
from the revived religious theory of 
the "indlVsible whole". 

"The entire Soviet Union of to- 
day is one indivisible whole the In- 
divisible accomplishment of many 
millions and tens of millions carried 
out undpr the guidance of Lenin, 
and Stalin. And Uhls Is how it mu t 
be taken, as one indivisible whole, 
and not eclectieally on the lines of : 
•I like thl<? and I don't like that' " 
(Emphasis in original.) 

And further: ". . .Stalin and the 
Soviet Union are indissolubiy 
bound together." 

Is Bauer a "Trobkyite" No one 
but the most recent recruit of Stal- 
inism can answer in the affirmative. 
Bauer's attitude toward^ the Soviet 
Union is in fundamental agreement 
— and has been practically since the 
Rus Ian Revolution — with the Rus- 
sian Mensheviks. It Is nothing new. 
It i ", as It has always been In sharp 
conflict with "Trotskyism", that is, 
Leninism. 

On the main problem before the 
international working clas'i today, 
the struggle against imperlali t 
war, Bauer Is in fundamental agree- 
ment with the Stalinists, for ex- 
ample on support of Imperialist 
governments allied with the Soviet 
Un on hi war. The Bauer^Zyrom- 
ki theses on war were reprinted 
without criticism In the "Commun- 
ist" (November, 1835). The only 
criticism tbe Stalinists could sub- 



sequently level at these theses was, 
not against its essential features 
but its reference to the "terroristic 
dictator h'p" in the Soviet Union. 

In reality however it Is not Bauer 
who is under attack by Gottwald : 
it is "Trotskyism" which, officially 
denounced by the Stalinists as dead 
ever nee 1924, is now making its 
way in the ranks of the left wing 
socialist workers. 

And so every oeeassion must be 
found to heap lander and calumny. 
". , , in many countries Trotskyism 
has become a direct branch of the 
police and supplies the latter with 
numerous agents provocateur! and 
sp*e to fight against the revolution- 
ary movement", states Gottwald, 
without even attempting to give 
(that is, manufacture) evidence to 
substantiate this dastardly He. 

As Gottwald's party votes tor 
military credits and for the bour- 
geois pres dent Benes, as all tfee 
par tie- of the Third International 
prepare to become recruiting agents 
for Imperialism, their main attack is 
agai.st those who struggle against 
social patriot! m and for proletar- 
ian Internationalism. 

The renewed attack on "Trotsky- 
ism" in the Soviet Union as in the 
cap talist world is testimony to the 
growth of the ideas of revolution- 
ary Marxism. The Daily Worker 
recommends Gottwald's article to 
the Left Socialists. On tfhis score, 
we are In agreement with ttie 
Daily: the Social st worked will 
learn that calumny and slander is 
merely the cover for treachery; 
that Stalinism demands of every- 
one Joining Its fold blind obedi- 
ence, unconditional serv lity to the 
leader : Stalin. 
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"Assassination" by Postcard^ or the New Stalinist Frame-up 



Use Incident in Effort 
to Deport Leon 7 rotsk\ 



Under the screaming headline : 
-"Death to Stalin' Slogan Raised 
by French Trotskyist," the Satur- 
day issue of the Daily Worker 
(February 15) reprints a facsimile 
of a postcard, as "evidence" ot a 
Trotskytst plot to assassinate Stal- 
in "himself/" 

Driven to the wall by the revela- 
tions of Tarov and Cillga, and by 
tttetr Inability to continue their own 
Trotsky -Hearst frame-up, Browder- 
Budenz and Co. now seek to hide 
behind "evidence just received from 
tTence." 

More than tour months ago (on 
November 6, 1935) Fred Zeller (se-' 
cretary of the Socialist Youth Al- 
liance of the Seine District) sent 
a postcard to a young friend of his, 
a Stalinist. 

This "incident" was made the 
subjeot of a rabid campaign by the 
Stalinists throughout all European 
countries, particularly Norway, the 
only country that offered Trotsky 
the right of asylum. But it was at 
Mint lime hardly mentioned In 
America, boemve th« fraud was so 
obviously patent, that it was hope- 
i"i" lo try to foist It Vpon the 
Miicricati worker.-,. Elsewhere in 
rhh isne we prim Zeller's own 
■n-wer published months ago in 
l".".i'-fr. 1'elev \v reprint the use 
'\i-KLi- of tii;- "fi'iBic >■(] incident" in 
Voii.lVAY : 

• hi i n'c«>!ni)"i' 33. M3. ,t rbeideren 
<;.(> ,^...i r .it ,. : -!r,!i ,-' iiif, Norwegian 
:\P. came otr w-ll' a sensational 



headline charging a "death plot" 
against Stalin, and citing the self- 
same ''freshly arrived postcard 
from France." The Norwegian 
Stalinists (upon instructions from 
Moscow) first charged that Trot- 
sky's agitation "culminates in the 
propaganda for terroristic attacks 
against the Soviet Union and its 
leaders and is aimed above all 
against the greatest leader of the 
world proletariat in oar time, 
Stalin." The Norwegian pen pros- 
titute then proceeded to translate 
the postcard, and to charge Seller 
with "calling for the murder of 
Stalin." 

Then, followed the revealing com- 
ment:... "it was no accident that 
the conspirators in the plot against 
Kirov were former members of the 
Trotsk y -Zi n o v ie v- K a in e n e v O pposi - 
lion, who came forward as the 
agents of Fascism and counter-re- 
volution . . . 

'•This Ls the same Trotsky whose 
hooks ore now being i-sued by a 
Socialist Publishing Society in Nor 
\vi\y. 

■"This i.s ihe same Trotsky who-e 
interwe\is -ire being featured m the 
headlines <>r the Labor 1'arty press. 

■'How lonst more will the Nor- ! 
wegian worker* tolerale this? 

"iYbat ha,- the SocialiM j'outh in; 
Xtivw.iy to say aboiiT i lie f:n"-f that j 
■-xnellcri iii embers of (he French I 
Socialist Y"iitli are usiiij" Oslo as 
■he base for their open propaganda 



to murder the leaders of the Soviet 
proletariat? 

"What has the Central Bureau of 
the Norwegian Labor Party to say? 

"What has the Norwegian Go- 
vernment to say?" 

The Stalinists in Norway did not 
have to wait long for their answer. 
On December 16, 1935, Oslav Schef- 
lo, in a leading article in The Soer- 
landet, one of the organs of the 
-WL.P., said the following : 

"Under the headline: 'Trotsky's 
Henchman etc' last Friday's issue 
of Arbeideren prints an article 
which it is impossible to character- 
ize as it deserves without resorting 
to harshest epithets." Scheflo then 
quotes from the Arbeideren, and' 
comments as follows : 

"We believe that the Arbeideren 
and the Communist Party of Nor- 
way will be given to understand 
in unmistakable terms what the 
N.L.P. thinks of the type of journal 
ism that they have perpetrated in 
their paper. Even though the know- 
ledge of the French language Is not 
so wide spread among workers as 
might enable them to understand 
absolutely that the expression "Tod 
ueber" (a mort) in reality means 
"Away with!" "Down with!," they 
ire nevertheless in a position to see 
clearly whether Trotsky ... had 
be planned the murder of Stalin, 
uouhl have dealt with such n con- 
piviicy in a:i ordinary postcard. 

"We brand the ma-i who wrote 
tiiis iuiicle in the Arbeideren as an 
:;ncon.s!;io:iable rascal. lie know* 



individual terror. He also knows 
very, well that no one who really 
contemplates murder plots would 
put them down on a postcard . . . 
And what Is the aim of the article? 
Yes, Its aim is to make the Norweg- 
ian workers believe in a lie, and to 
mislead them. Moreover, the aim 
is to compel the Norwegian Labor 
Government to place Trotsky under 
arrest. 

"Well, gentlemen, neither will 
happen. 

"Neither the Norwegian workers, 
nor the Norwegian Labor Govern- 
ment are so easily made fools of, 
as the central organ of the C.P. 
obviously believes. 

"But this article will not remain 
without consequences. One of its 
consequences will he that the in- 
dignation against the C.P. and the 
distrust in the honesty and sincerity 
of the Communists which are al- 
ready so widespread in the Labor 
Party will become only strengthen- 
ed and even more widespread. We 
said before and we repeat again : 
It is impossible to have any deal- 
ings whatsoever with people wbo 
set out deliberately to mislead the 
workers. Against such people we 
declare War, and only War!" 

Small wonder, that after such an 
answer to their initial attempt in 
Europe, the Stalinists hi America 
preferred not to make use months 
dee of The "pliotivitalic evidence 
from I'm nee," 
Hearst Frame-up Used in Norway 



WPA Wasw 



n 



Raise Won 



(Continued from Page 1) 
W.P.A. Workers Union have been 
demanding the increase. They have 
demanded also that hours of work 
be changed and that no lost time 
oi the jobs be made .up." 

An article In today's Toledo News 
Bee declared, "The Increase author- 
ized by Dr. Carl Watson, state WPA 
director, eliminates the threat of a 
state-wide W.P.A. workers strike." 

Possibilities for such a strike, 
however, have not been eliminated 
but enhanced by the victory. The 
winning of this concession has 
pointed the road of m'litant action 
to the W.P.A. workers of this state 
as the means ot gaining further 
concessions. Confidence in organ- 
ization and workers' action has 
been heightened.. The fear of 
mounting lay-offs, discrimination, 
and generally bad working condi- 
tions, and the knowledge that fur- 
ther pay-boosts can he won by 
fighting organized action, has 
evoked a genuine response In the 
WPA workers in this part of the 
state, and a highly successful con- 



ference Is expected ih s coming 
Sunday by the WPA Workers Un- 
ion. Response to the conference 
call has already come from numer- 
ous towns and counties where the 
workers are crying for a real 
fighting union. 

Unity Hie Vital Need 
.The need for unity of the Un- 
employed League and the Workers 
Alliance is strikingly emphasized 
by the developments in this state, 
■t Is generally admitted that had 
■■'uch unity been established sev- 
eral month* ago, this increase and 
other concessions would have been 
won long ago by a solid state-wide 
lighting front. The bickering and 
fact onal back-biting which has 
passed back and forth between in- 
dividuals of both organizations has 
been largely the cause for keeping 
thousands or unemployed and pro- 
jects workers from joining either 
organization. As the NEW MILI- 
TANT.' has been point ng out fer 
the past two month-, for both or- 
ganizations to permit further sa- 
botage of unity oil a correct pro- 
gram through the actions of a few 
individuals at this crucial period 
would show a criminal lack of re- 
siKHKdbiiy toward the real ■weeds 
and desires of the unemployed and 
relief workers of this nation. 



Uiif meanwhile. I -e Dally >Voi'k- 

■■■ry v.e'i what he k pt'.'pelrai .ig. jer here did find iLso 1 .' compelled to 

lie know* well that a full-blonde.' ! parry the revelations of Tarov and 

Ciiiga in the Xi-lW MILITANT. | '-photostats" nc neiiis 
The Trotsky-Hoars' a:siaii:aei was: America to Norway? 



concocted, and it is not at all ac- 
cidental that it was Immediately 

cabled to the picayune Arbeideren 
in Norway, to supply the Norwegian 
agents of Stalin with "fresh" sen- 
sations to use in their local slander 
campaign, and in their drive to ex- 
pel Trotsky from his asylum in 
Norway. 

This is not the first time that 
the Stalinists resorted to frame-ups, 
in their hatred and persecution of 
revolutionists. 

To mention only one, years ago, 
in July, 1931, the Polish rag "Kur- 
yer Ccdi-ienny" carried a patent 
fraud on its front pages, purporting 
to be an article by Trotsky. The 
Moscow Pravda immediately re- 
printed a faseimile of this article un- 
der the headline: "Pilsudskl's New 
agent." Trotsky established that 
this article was concocted and sup- 
plied to the Polish reactionary rag 
by an agent of the G.P.U. It is the 
obvious Intention of the usurping 
Stalinist bureaucracy in Moscow 
today to reply to the revelations of 
its bestial persecutions of revolu- 
tionists in the Soviet Union by the 
charge that the Opposition and all 
its spokesmen are assassins, "agents 
of Hitler," of foreign ©spionage^and 
of counter revolution. 



i-i'vn!ntiioiist like Trotsky is a n:ih- 
ies.* opponent of assassination and 



We want to know: Upon whose 
order* was Hearst supplied with the 
articles lifted from the NEW MILL 
TINT! Were tli'-y the same people 
who were behind the Polish frame' 
up in IDIil? Were they th» same 
people who send "pi'irtoslats'" from 
"r.inc-o ro Aniei'ir-:i, w'ile other 
cut f.'oni 



Rumanian "Peoples Front" Finds 
'Democracy ' in Military Dictatorship 
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IHCIIARBST— Following the 3rd 
period of adventurist policy — whose 
culminating point was reached in 
the bloody events at Grivitza (1) — 
the resolution adopted in February 
1035 by the C.C. of the Rumanian 
Communist Party marked a new 
turn : this time in a completely 
opposite direction : the party found- 
.orfti in the opportunist swamp. In 
this resolution it is said that the 
I>arty must struggle for the forma- 
tion "of a united front and of a 
broad people's front, against the 
bosses' attacks, war and fascism." 

Let us skip over the question if 
the "United Front" for the moment. 
Thin revolutionary tactic, clearly 
Formulated by the 3rd and 4th Con 



"democratic" 



iaiio, and diverse 
liersonalitles. 

Supplies t ion to His Majesty 
I#t us now observe the People's 
Front in action. The first action 
undertaken was the securing of 
amnesty for political prisoners, 
instead of .embarking on a campaign 
i if vigorous agitation in the ranks 
of the proletariat, they substituted 
legal action for this revolutionary 
struggle. People such as Mm. Ella 
Xegruxi, "foremost woman lawyer"' 
(as .the Balkan Correspondence — 
C.I. organ — recently proudly called 
her) supported by "all the democ- 
ratic forces of the country" began 
ii campaign of -supplication to King 
Carol for tlie amnesty of political 



"tckhgs of the C.I. and which more-* prisoner-; en the June Stli colecra- 
iivit the Stalinists have stripped of! t\,-n (31. Thus even if amnesty had 
ail its fighting content, serves them ' been granted, it would have ap 
only in order to better shuffle upj'carcd in ihe eyes of the masses 



i he cards so as to mask the rotten 
turn: the complete abandonment of 
l' e class struggle which lias since 
been replaced by a new criterion: 
the status quo on all fronts. The 
revolutionary struggle of the pro- 
letariat against the bourgeoisie 
Skives way., to an alliance from above 
with the most corrupt democrats 
for the preservation of the present 
regime {a military dictatorship) 
against fascism, revolutionary act- 
ions are replaced by legal actions 
on the pretext that it is necessary 
lo "utilize legality" ; and, in the 
legal press, in order not to frighten 
ihe "democratic" allies, the Marx- 
ist term "proletarat"' is replaced by 
Ihe vague term {so dear to the 
fascists!] of "laboring people"! In 
its content the illegal press dis- 
tinguishes itself in no way from the 
legal press, except if it be by still 
more reactionary language. 
"Traces' of Democracy 

To obtain the alliance with the 
bourgeois "democratic'' politicians 
in the ■'struggle" against Fascism, 
the People's Front became the de- 
fender of the existing regime In 
Rumania, that is, of the military j 



a- a stroke of generosity on the 
part of the King and contribute in 
i es|<iving his prestige. Of course, 
in) amnesty was granted. 

A second action of the People's 
Front, of much greater importance, 
was the demonstration of the Na- 
ti"iial- Peasants Party which was to 
h;ive been held on the eve of the 
opening of parliament. The Na- 
tional-Peasant satraps (8) an- 
nounced a great demonstration in 
which several tens of thousands of 
peasants were to meet in Bucharest 
for the purpose of overthrowing the 
Tatarcsco government. The Com- 
munist l'iity decided to support this ;ig:iinst 
demonstration because it represent- 
ed " an expression of indignation 
of the masses''! The governmeni 
, naturally prohibited the demon, 
stratiou as well a)s that of t!he 
Christian-Nationalists which was to 
have been held on the s:ime day 
{ this second demonstration had as 
its aim the neutralization of the 
first). Despite this prohibition, the 
National -Pea stmt leaders announc- 
ed that the demonstration would 
be held. 

Demonstration Called Off 



Ami Ijothur Riidnceann (social 
deuiocralic leader) writes an article 
in ''Lnmea Nona'' expressing his 
sutisfaction that "the Communists 
have learned the value of collabo- 
rating with a bourgeois party" but 
at the same time regrelting that 
they still ill) not know ''when and 
how' to support a bourgeois party. 
Fascist Gain 
That is hoiv matters stand in the 
prosecution of an opportunist policy 
which can only benefit the fascists. 
Tlie ever-growing discontent of the 
poor peasants against the ''democ- 
ratic' leaders, under tlie impact of 
tlie cris s, grows eonstntly worse. 
Not seeing any solution on the left, 
' because they see the communists 
allied fo their persecutors, they are 
'ilerning In the fascist gangs and 
the latter are already demanding 
jiewer (tin* VaUla-Cana bl*>c in 
lEirHameiU). 

This process of radfea ligation in 
Ihe cutiiiiry, which is including ever 
larger masses, is only in i!~ firsl 
stages. But the defeated proletariat 
in Rumania, betrayed by the social 
democrats and the Stalinisls. is not 
in ;i position to draw behind it the 
]joor peasants of the villages and 
the oppressed pett\ tiourgeoisie of 
tlie e ties in the struggle against the 
bourgeoisie. The task of the hour, 
in order to revive Hie proletariat, 
is tile same as everywhere else: the 
creation of a revolutionary party. 
It will be created in the struggle 
Stalinism and .social de- 
mocracy on the one hand, against 
"unitary" lentrism on the other. 
The Rumanian Bolshevik-Leninists 
have already begun this struggle 
and are confident (hat the correct- 
ness and intransigence of their 
principles will lead to victory. 



JF redZeller JjncoversReal 
Motive of Campaign 



dictatorship which serves it, which . Then, four days before the date 
condemns the workers to regression , s,.t, frightened by the Christian- 
Nationalists on the one side, pro- 



and complete misery. For this pur- 
pose they have discovered In it. . . 
traces of democracy! (2) Yester- 
day these gentlemen were shouting 
that there was a fascist regime in 
Rumania, today, on the orders of 
■Moscow and, microscope in hand, 
they discover "traces'' of democracy 
to justify their putrid bloc with 
such odious personal ties as M. Do- 
bresco, former mayor of Bucharest, 
or M. Petre Pandrea, the living ex- 
ample of the political "chameleon" 
(3). 

Practically speaking, the People's 
Front has been realized only parti- 
ally. The "unitaries" have rejected 
it, by opposing to it the "proletarian 
united front", (4) The social de- 
mocrats, in basic agreement with 
the communists on the question (co- 
llaboration with bourgeois parties) 
but not desiring Joint action with 
them at any cpst (despite the ef- 
forts of the communists who have 
made all the concessions to obtain 
their adherence) have rejected the 
People's Front counter-posing to it 
the '"democratic front" ( that is 
joint action at the "democratic" 
parties without the commmunlsts). 
The Peoples Front in Rumania 
consists of the alliance of the Com- 
munist Party with some of the ele- 
ments of 6he . National-Peasants 
Party (they sought to involve the 
leaders such as Mihalache, etc, but 
to da>te without success), the"Jun- 
ianists", the party of George Brat- 



bably also having received the as- 
surance of King Carol that they 
would soon be returned to power 
and under the pretext that "after 
tfiLs audience the ■situation has com- 
pletely changed", they counterman- 
ded the order for the demonstration. 
Ijiirge sections o£ the peasants 
were aroused by this demonstration 
having promised that the victory 
of this "revolution'' would redound 
lo thefr benefit — and all this with 
the support of the communists! 
Naturally the indignation of the 
peasants, adroitly exploited by fas- 
cists of all stripes, turned Into a 
boomerang not only for the Na- 
tional-Peasants Party but also for 
its ally, the communist party. High- 
ly Illustrative of the decay of the 
Communist party and its crawling 
before the Katl onal -Peasants' is the 
fact that after having noted that 
"this attitude constitutes a betray^ 
al" (Balkan Correspondence) In- 
stead of denouncing this party to 
the proletarian masses and the poor 
[peasants, it clung to its coat tails 
(for reasons of foreign policy) on 
the pretext that "It is necessary to 
aid the National -Peasants to under- 
stand the gravity of the decision of 
its leadership whicn Is conniving 
with. the camarilla and to make It 
understand the necessity of Its par- 
ticipation in an anti-fascist mobili- 
zation''! (Balkan Correspondence, 
Nov. 1935, page 186) 



Notes 

(1) In February 193:5 a .strike 
broke out in the factories of "Griv- 
itssa' - . over economic grievances. 
After a bitter battle tin* railroad 
workers succeeeded in winning 
some concessions; but. since the 
Moscow resolutions bad character- 
ized the situation as "revolution- 
ary", as well as for reasons of pres- 
tige (the strike had been led at the 
beginning by the social democrat 
Bogatolu), the flunkeys leading the 
Rumanian Communist party forced 
things on the road of an adventure 
by presenting political demands 
such as "A Soviet Rumania". In 
reply, ihe government only awaited 
a convenient pretext to shoot sever- 
al scores of workers. 

(2) Here is the declaration of 
a bureaucrat of the Rumanian Com- 
munist party: "Since .such legal 
papers as . . . are allowed to appear, 
democracy still exists." 

(3) His biography, given in a 
fascist paper "Axa" ("o lichea de 
stanga") shows a very wretched 
■character wbo has changed his 
theory several times corresponding 
to different policies. 

(4) Despite their correct posi- 
tion "in principle" on the problem 
( the Popovlci group was even ex- 
pelled as partisans the People's 
Front), the "unitaries" cling at all 
price to bourgeois legality ( their 
paper has been banned by the gov- 
enment) and do not raise their 
smallest finger to struggle for these 
positions ! 

(5) On June 8th, 1930, King 
Carol returned to Rumania. 

(6) It is a well known fact that 
their methods of government are 
the same — often worse — than those 
of tlie liberals. 



By FBBD ZELLER 

(From Revolution, Organ of the 
Revolutionary Socialist Youth of 
France) 

For the last two weeks the Cen- 
tral committee of the Young Com- 
munist League has redoubled its 
slanders against the Young Social- 
ists of the Seine District. They 
"pounced!" on a iittle postcard 
which I sent from Oslo to an old 
army friend, comrade Robert Fol, 
secretary of the 18th Section of the 
Y.C.Ii. By this method they hope 
to mobilize a few "naive" souls for 
physical struggle against us. Tens 
of thousands* of leaflets have been 
distributed announcing that I am a 
Trotskyist and want . . . imagine, to 
assassinate Stalin! This last min- 
ute discovery is so coarse and 
stupid that they must be completely 
lacking in arguments against us to 
launch such a campaign of slander 
on the basis of. a personal card 
addressed to a friend. Besides, 
sincere communists and socialists 
find it an exaggeration to give such 
publicity to a joke at which tlioj 
were the first to laugh. 

Allow me to remark in passing 
that the communists were a good 
deal less violent about me w ben they 
were trying to make use of me to 
si nit a Stalinist faction in the 
Young Socialists. 

{if I'Avjiiit Garde — organ of the 
French Y.C.L. — persists in its cam- 
paign I may be obliged lo enlarge 
on this iKlint.) 

What the Dmdges Feared 

But why all these hysterical 
slanders and lies? 

Guyot, Leebaux, Graujon, Anceile 
and the other leaders of the Y.C.L. 
are not idiots. They are simply 
drudges doing their eight hours a 
day. They know very well that at 
any moment they may be ordered to 
make a "new turn" and that, they 
will have to obey. I know enough 
of their past to substantiate such 
a statement. But for several months 
they have been aware that the YCL 
has ceased to be a true revolution- 
ary youth orga nidation, and that 
the Y.C.I, is liquidating it into a 
movement of the younger genera- 
^ i fion of Frenchmen." 

The only danger facing them and 
tlie Stalinist policy is the Revolu- 
tionary Kntentc of the Socialist 
Youth of the Seine. 

We alone, in reality, are ripe for 
fusion with the Communist Youth 
on the basis of revolutionary Marx- 
ism as embodied in their old form- 
ula. But it is also only us that they 
attack with the greatest violence 
because in reality the Young Cora- 
inmiists have abandoned the path 
<ii' revolution and thrown their 
glorimis and heroic past to the 
winds. That is the truth and that 
is wlint they are trying to hide at 
any price. 

Besides my visit tn Trotsky had 
a political sign if ipa nee. Not that 
tlie Seine Young Socialist Federa- 
tion is Trotskyist! There is no 
such tling ,as Trotskyism! And 
tlwre are no TVotskyists I * There 
is only the revolutionary policy 
carried on by revolutionary mili- 
tants and that's all. 
''Prootis'"; Where are the "Proofs"? 

What the Young Communists fear 
above all is the information I might 
bring back after an interview with 
Lenin'.* loyal collaborator. 

Like everyone else we once really 
believed that Trotsky was an agent 
of the eountei -revolution, a politi 
ciiin Ii\ing in a mansion surrounded 
with flunkeys, secretaries, etc. I 
wanted to knew the truth and for 
months I asked Gnyot and Michaud 
to g ve me the "'proofs" that the 
''Trotsky ists" were policemen and 
government agents. Several times 
we went to 120 rue Lafayette to 
get facts and documents. 1 even 
said to Guyot, "If you really have 
irrefutable proof about them I per 
sonally will demand the expulsion 
of tlie guilty ones from our ranks." 
They put me off innumerable times, 
saying that they were preparing a 
complete file on the subject, but 
they never managed to bring us the 
slightest pal liable proof,, the small- 
est document, the tiniest scrap of 
paper, because in reality they had 
nothing, nothing, nothing to show 
us! ! 

Maurice Thorez announces that I 
have" been vacationing in Trotsky's 
"mansion." What a miserable 
slander, 

Tn a little village lost in the 



mountains I saw the little wooden 
house in which the great strategist 
of the October Revolution, the 
founder and organizer of the Ited 
Army has rented two rooms for him- 
self and his wife Natalie, the ad- 
mirable and faithful companion of 
his magnificent life. (Two little 
rooms, which besides were cold.) 
In this house where they reside 
they have a bedroom and a little 
office. No "flunkeys", no "secre- 
taries". Natalie takes eare of the 
house and helps the "old man" to 
arrange the newspapers and mag- 
azines he receives from all over the 
world every day, 

I expected to see an arrogant 
man, full of hatred. I found a man. 
sometimes grave, sometimes bright- 
ening when he spoke of his heroic 
struggle at the side of Lenin and 
"the bolshevik old guard" in the 
seizure of power by the workers and 
lieasants. I expected to see a man 
filthy with money; Trotsky is poor. 

Trotsky on Stalin 

i expected to lieHr him speak of 
Stalin wilb blind hatred ... not at 
all. lie hales Stilin no more than 
the others because for him his 
; struggle agaii'.st tlie bureaucracy is 
not and c.nmol '>,■ i , -' ,5 .'i2(vl to a 
miserable |iers(iii:i! a..'arrel. For 
him, his expulsion from ihe country, 
whore he organized the armed 
struggle of the workers against 
feudal Czarisin is the result of a 
profound movement among the 
masses, exhausted by a heroic 
struggle and the retreat of the 
workers on an International scale, 

I expected to find a discouraged 
and sour man. I saw a tired and 
sick man, but full of confidence, and 
faith in the revolutionary destiny 
of the world working class. I saw 
a tireless worker, following the 
daily Jise of fascism with anguish, 
and with joy the progress of the 
workers who" are learning little by 
little that the two international" 
have collapsed and who are re- 
organizing themselves on the basis 
of revolutionary Marxism for a 
real offensive against Imperialism. 
Above all I found a man hunted 
by (lie governments and their pol- 
ice over the whole world and suf- 
fering terribly from his inability to 
be physically active in the service 
of the revolutionary workers. 

With what admiration and what 
fervor, Trotsky spoke of Lenin, 
Why They Hate Trotsky 
Then I understood the Stalinist 
hatred of Trotsky. But truth and 
justice will triumph. Sooner or 
later when the great uprising comes, 
the exploited workers of. the world 
will do him justice and give him 
the place in the history of. the last 
years of the workers movement that 
he has held with so much grandeur 
and beauty amid the worst physical 
and moral suffering. 

That is what they were afraid 
I would say. I say what I think. 
Henceforth tlie leaders of the Y.C.L. 
want to prevent me from speaking 
by violence. The socialist bureauc- 
cracv wants to strangle us but yon 
don't know us. "We shall Stand up 
against the pack and we will not 
give way an inch before the agents 
of Stalin, no more than before the 
agents ot Vandervelde. You lick 
the boots of the Radicals and you 
want to bar the revolutionary mili- 
tants from the struggle. What in- 
famy ! 

The sincere young socialists and 
communists well know now that In 
the approaching decisive battle 
which will be decided In the streets 
against the fascists*, we boldly pro- 
claim today as yesterday the first 
place in the first ranks of the battle: 
No violence among workers! 
One enemy, fascism! 
Long live the revolution 

France! 

Long live the International pro- 
letarian revolution! 
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How Stalinism Prepares For 
War 

,NChl again, on a world cale, Stal nism launches 
a vast (Uli!i:U mi Ihe "impotent, bankrupt sect" 
of tiii' Trotskyi I es. The- degenerate sycophants of 
the Comintern ban] unco wore inlo action their lum- 
bering armament of lie , corruption and slander— 
the sole weapons now left in their rusted and de- 
cayed storehouse of treachery and betrayal. 

What a t hankies and contrad'etory task they 
haw, these cynical betrayers, trying hopelessly lo 
cover their apostacy with the cloak of Marxist 
phra -os and invitations to. Lenin! On page one they 
niujst prove to the workers that the Trotskyists are 
wholly impotent, isolated, without influence, and 
falling to pieces. And on page 2, 4, G and 8 they 
inn t expose Trotskyism as the main danger to the 
working class, and -the spearhead of the counter- 
revolution. A strange impotence, to have such power! 
A very curious isolat on. when uch a barrage is 
needed for protection against it! 

And, alas, how, often must these grave-diggers 
lower the coffin, heap' on the earth, and pronounce 
the iinal malediction! It i . a restless corpse they 
deal with here! Year after year it is bur ed deep; 
and, unfailingly, year after year, in truly Biblical 
fashion, it rises ugain to iiaun-fc the charnel-house of 
Stal nism. All the incantations of the Comintern 
prie ts, all their drawn-out medieval curses, with bell 
and book, cannot lay this unruly spirit, to rest. No 
grave they dig can be deep enough to hold it. 

For what' they so desperately strive to bury is 
nothing el e than the l.vlng sou] of the revolution 
itself. And for such a task all Che might of the 
Comintern is as powerless a; the whining of s dis- 
gruntled shopkeeper. 

This is ihe real meaning- of the attack on "Trot- 
: kyism." 

* * * 

The present campa gu. in aJI its deep implica- 
tions', must be clearly understood, and the lesson 
drawn. It has its ource, as articles in recent issues 
of the NEW MILITANT have disclosed, in the Soviet 
Union itself, in ihe very heart of Stalin sm. There, 
in the party purge which Inns followed the SevenCh 
Congre s, comrade Trotsky shows that no less than 
20,000 IWishevik- Leninists — "Trotskyism" — were dis- 
covered wilh n. the party rank And a new purge is 
scheduled for this Spring. 

From the Soviet Union the campaign is being 
ex-tended throughout the world. It has hit this 
country with full force during tile last week, pre- 
pared for by tile "Hearst and. Trots -ky" slander. 
Ed toriais and special articles shower their filth — - 
under the age-old Theory that if enough filth is 
thrown, some wili be bound to tick— wherever this 
Hydra- monster, "Trotskyism," shows one of its er- 
peut-!head.s. And. in this wonder world, we d scover 
from the Daily Worker that the taint of- Trotskyism 
has now touched Norman Thoma, , Ofto Bauer, Her- 
bert Zam, Cos Tyler, and, apparently, the entire 
editorial [ward of I he Socialist Call. Tile Communist 
party, that friend .of human fy and (as the Daily 
Worker pain il.i of "the entire family," with its 
olicitous ' care for its newly discovered Socialist, 
comrades, feels (self called upon In issue a kind 
fatherly warning— and even something of a scolding 
—to thee erring children, against ihe jjlague which 
threatens Ihein. After all, ihcy were social -fa cists 
only yesterday; they can hardly be expected to have 
attained the ripe wisdom of (hose who have had the 
long years under the gu ding inspiration of the Great 
Teacher and Leader. 

• * t 

It i necessary to distinguish and analyze both the 
method and the fundamental content of tiie present 
campaign against 'Trotskyism." 

The method is directly borrowed from the method 
of the Hearst anti-Ked campaign, which n turn is 
modelled, on the method of bitter reactionaries 
from time immemorial. Hearst is an enemy of ''reds" 
— i.e., of revolution sts. But it is naturally impos ible 
for him to carry on a truthful campaign against 
t.hem, on the basis of what revolutioui t« actually 
believe and do. If he tried that, the balk of his read- 
ers (who are predominantly work tig-class and lower 
middle claw I would gradually be won over to the 
side of the revolutionists by Hear.-t's own propagan- 
da. Consequently, hi campaign must be based 
throughout (iii lies, nol on truth. What Hearst must 
do is to try to set. up in his reader a tisychological 
and emotional antagonism against "reds'". This, in 



part, he accompli flies by lumping together as "reds" 
not only revolutionists (about whom he prints noth- 
ing but lies), but also every kind, of criminal, mur- 
derer, irresponsible demagogue, labor faker, bandit, 
moral degenerate, crackbrained athei t, etc. Through 
this ne hopes that his readers will develop the same 
emotional attitude toward "reds" that they have to- 
ward murderers, degenerate , and bandits. He would, 
like- his readers to believe that Ihese are all "reds," 
and that all "reds" carry on these orts of activities. 
In an exactly similar manner, Stalinism Iries to 
build up an emotional frenzy against Trotskyi m. 
About genuine "Trotskyists," the Stalinists print 
nothing but lies — if they printed the truth, their 
own followers would be led toward "Trotskyism." 
They never, on any occasnn, substant ale any charges 
with fact or even attempted proof, or with political 
analysis. They never do so, because, of course, that 
would be as impos ible as for Hearst to substantiate 
his charges against '"reds" in general. The Stalin st 
then go on to lump together, in the same paragraphs 
with "Trotskj ists,'' White Guards, fascists, police 
pies, foreign jnterventionits, agents provacateurs, the 
murderer of Kirov, nihilist*; — in short, any scoundrel 
whom all honest workers naturally hate and despise. 
In this way the Stalinists hope that the workers will 
carry over that hate and contempt 1o the 'Trotksy- 
Ists" who are listed in the same sentence. Fortunate- 
ly, workers are not so stupid and uncritical as they 
apnea to be in the eyes of the cynical bureaucrats of 
the Cominten. 

* • * 

Rut the content of the present campaign is far 
more important than the methods wh ch are being 
used. This content can only be understood as pari 
of the preparation of the Comintern for Ihe betrayal 
of the working class in the coming war. 

The truth of the matter is this: The great histor- 
ical events of tiie lias) three year-, combined w th 
the war crisis, are making their deep imprint on the 
international proletariat, a revival of revolut onary 
consciousness is emrging with increasing rapidity. 
At the same t me, as authoritatively summed up in 
the Seventh Congress, Stalinism has gone over lo 
social -pat riot ism, and is preparing for betrayal in 
the war^ But such betrayal cannot be successfully 
carried out unless Stalinist soeinl-patr otic ideas 
dominate ideologically the advanced workers in the 
"democratic:" countries. Consequently, Stalinism 
must dr.ve forward post-haste in its attempt to engulf 
the advanced strata of the labor movement. 

However, the reviving revolutionary consciousness 
resists more and more powerfully the Stalinist policy 
of betrayal. It refuses to accept the Comintern 
doctrine Chat to be a friend of *the Sovipt Un on means 
to be a lackey of Stalin's. It realizes ever more clearly 
that Stalinism itself is in the forefront of the enemies 
of the Sov;et Union, and that to be n true friend 
of the Soviet Union means to be an enemy of Stalinsin. 
It is resolved not to fight for imperialism in the war, 
no matter what the pleas or threats of Stalin, 

Stalinism understands that ts war policy can suc- 
ceed only by a liquidation of the revolutionary de- 
velopment, or at the least by capturing it before it 
is fully clarif ed, by turning it aside into the 
treacherous channel of the Comintern. 
v * « 

The present campaign against "Trotskyism", fun- 
damentally understood, is one aspect of this effort 
to liquidate the revolutionary development, to turn 
it aside, to harness its potential energies to the 
cannons of imperialism. 

Neither we nor comrade Trotsky claim any pro- 
prietary right to the system of ideas which .the 
Com '.n tern labels "Trotskyism." The e ideas that 
are now being attacked are the basic ideas of Marx, 
Engels and Lenin ; they are, in short, the theories, 
principle , and, tactics of the revolutionary ■ move- 
ment. What Stalinism :s now attacking is not merely 
the Workers Party nor the French Bolshevik-Lenin- 
ists nor any other group or party. Its attack i.- 
launebed against revolutionary Marxism, against the 
ideas of revolutionary Marxism, whenever, however, 
under whatever form they appear. And it, could not 
be otherwi e: Stalinism knows that the victory of 
the ideas of revolutionary Marxism within the work- 
ing class means the end and death of Stalinism. 

Above all on the war question. How clear it is! 
Wherever, from whatever onrce, appear revolution- 
ary criticism of Stalinist social -patriot ism, the de- 
mand, for the Lon nist policy of revolutionary de- 
featism, tiie refusal to subordinate the working cla s 
movement to Ihe imperialist league and imperialist 
France, Great Britain and the United States, at that 
source are a med the barbs of the Stalini ts. And 
the label "Trotskyi si"? True enough, Trotsky, and 
we in solidarity with him, proudly hold these prin- 
cliples — afgHinrt imperialism on every front, against 
social-patriotism in. every form, for revolutionary 
defeatism— as ours. And they are the prine pies like- 
wise of Lenin and of Marx, They are the principle 
for which all revolutionists have fought, and will 
continue to tight. They are the principles of ievo- 
lutionary Marxism, of the world revolution. 
• ' * » 

The career .of Stalinism is drawing toward its 
hi torie close. The war w 11 reveal it to the working 
class in all its poisoned corruption. The revolution, 
in its irresistible advance, wh ch obstacle can only 
delay but never barricade, will sweep it aside, like 
dead nslies, from it path. 



«»lcilinii«»t* Return to Old 

Love to China, Gen'I Feng 



Ally and Butcher of 192 7 Revolt Ms 
Seen «* Hero of 1936 Peoples Front 



By LO SE1T 

On February 14 the Daily Work- 
er published a "special cable" from 
Shanghai under the heading: "'Feng 
Proposes Reorganization ; Christ- 
ian General Asks Knomjntang De- 
cide for Defense." 

''Declaring China must, not flinch 
from boldly meeting foreign aggres- 
sion and must decide to flght for 
national existence, Fung Yu-i.siang, 
'Christian .Genera!,' made a report 
today before a meeting of 700 state 
employees and members of the Kuo- 
mintang Party in Nanking, capital 
of China. 

'"Feng is a member of the Polit- 
ical Bureau of Ihe Kuomintang and 
has participated in group* oppos- 
ing Chiang Kai-shek within and 
without the Kuomintang." 



Prosecute 
Cal. Militants 



(Continued from Page 1) 

kill and murder them, and shot "at. 
Plaintiffs with a double barreled 
shot gun." 

In consequence of the alleged 
sets, the Plaintiffs claim that they 
"were rendered tired, sore and lam 1 
. , . sustained severe shock and ii- 
juries to their nervous systems," 
but were riot permanently injured. 

As a further element of damages, 
it is alleged that in consequence of 
the allegi-d assnult. "a large group 
of ]>er*ous known as Communists,'' 
became embiltered against I'la «- 
tiffs and refused lo do business, 
with them and that many of them 
removed from the County of Sono- 
ma "to parts Unknown to Plaintiff.'' 

The complaint was verified by 
Campbell on November 21. but.no 
attempt was made to serve either 
of the defendants tint 1 last week. 
Sol Nirzberg. Petri Inmti chicken 
rancher, was served on February 
13. but process servers have thus 
far been unable to locate Green. 

Ernest Itesig. Northern Califor- 
nia director of the American Civil 
Libert es I'liion, whose attorneys 
are representing Green and Nitz- 
berg. characterized the fuit as ''rid- 
iculous". "'After six months", said 
Mr. Besig, "we suddenly d scover 
thaf Green a"d N'itf.befg a*e cVn re- 
ed with the commission of "certain' 
offenses. In siiite of extensive re 



l>ortiug of the Santa Rosa incident, 
nothing ever apeared in the public 
vess about these alleged attacks 
on Cairns and Campbell. And If. 
these men were assaulted, why did 
not they seek to have their assail- 
ants arrested? I suppose we'll next 
have a su * for damages because 



one of the vigilantes hurt his hands 
while beating Green and Nitzberg, 
or because lie was injured while ap- 
plying the tar and feathers. 

"Tlis suit", declared Mr. Besig. 

■'emphasizes the need for a puhlie 
iiivpsfisHiitioii of the Sauta Kosa 
outrage. 



Friday Eve. Feb. 28 

IRVING PLAZA HALL 

15th Street at Irving Place 
MUSIC BY 

HARLEM RYTHM MAKERS 

PROFESSIONAL ENTERTAINMENT 
REFRESHMENTS 

TICKETS IN ADVANCE 75c, AT DOOR $1 



By not adding a single word 
more about ^'Vng, his whole past 
record and vole, his previous rela- 
tions with the Comintern, the Daily 
Worker advertised the Stalin tern's 
readiness, once mure, to form a 
"united front" with this many-hued 
militarist who "has partici]>ated in 
groups opposing Chiang Kai-shek." 

Preparing today to launch a new 
"bloc of four classes" in China, 
coddling and fondling Fang Cheng- 
iv\i, lln llan-inin, Feng Yu-hsiang 
and their ilk, the Stalinists, with 
cold, hard cynicism would like to 
libit from memory the whole tragic 
past of the Obine.se Revolution. 
They would like to dissolve from 
histcry the clotted blood of the 
workers and peasants who paid 
with their lives for Stalin's '"united 
front" with the Feng Yti-hsiangs 
nearly nine years ago. After all, it 
would perhaps not be such a diffi- 
cult job if the Daily Worker had 
only its own readers to deal with. 
Most of t.liem don't even know ii 
Chinese revolution ever took place! 
Revolt in Stalinist Ranks 
But in dumping hastily not only 
the more distant past but even the 
whole disastrous period of peasant 
Soviets in Central China, a period 
during which. Wan Min informed 
ns at the Seventh C.I. Congress, 
"'many of our comrades did not un- 
derstand and do not understand the 
new situation which has arisen in 
China in recent years", ihe Stalin- 
tern cynics cannot so easily hurdle 
the barriers of history. 

Chinese workers, whose brothers, 
uncles and fathers and comrades 
died under the lash of the Feng Yu- 
hsiangs, remember wilh abiding 
b t-terness the fruits of the "bloc of 
four classes" of 1 ifci.VJ". That is 
one of the main reasons why the 
Stalinist party has never been able 
since to re-establish itself as the 
party of the Chinese proletariat. 
Rut not only among the workers- 
even among .the ivraa 'ning handfuls 
of (lie ranks of the Chinese Stalinist 
party, flip "new line'' is not. being 
swallowed without protests and de- 
fections. , 

Our comrades report from China 
that revolt is simiiu-i'inc in the 
Stalinist ranks at the current at- 
tempt to initiate the "new line" for 
a new "naticnal united front" with 
the same people who smashed that 
saute united front nine years ago. 
Member of Chiang's Got't 
Feng was one of the chief of 
these. He is today a ranking mem- 
ber of Chiang Kai-shek's Govern- 
ment in Nanking — another fact 
which the Daily Worker conven- 
iently forgets to record ! He is 
again seeking to build up bis sad- 
ly depleted political capital by 
mouthing a few phrases against im- 
perialism. The words are barely 
onl of his mouth before the Stalin- 
ists leap to throw their arms ar- 
ound his neck and promise a com- 
plete 'blotting of his pas| if he will 
once more make a deal with them. 
Why? The answe-r is contained 
in one more sentence of the Daily 
Worker report: Feng demanded 
That China make. "'a definite deci- 
sion as tu which nations are friends 
-.in,\ which foes of China.'" Who 
can icll V Maybe Feng will favor, 
once more, an alliance with the 
Soviet rnion. Nothing in his past, 
i even his previous espousal Of sncll 
I an alliance and liis subsequent 
I ■'lii'tiayal.'' can prevent Slalin. 
I 1 limit ruff. Wan Min. Prowder and 
Ch. from embracing him once more 
—un matter what if means to Ihe 
I'hinesf proletariat. 
I Who and what is Feng Yu- 
. h: iang? J»et us repeat here for 
■ [hose whose memories are conven- 
iently short or otherwise inade- 
quate the record of his past. 
General Soft on Jesus 

Feng is a militarist who rose to 
power in China's northwest shortly 
after the Great War. By a series 
of timely and shrewd betrayals of 
his superior officers and allies, he 
became tor a time, in 11124, the rul- 
ing militarist in Peking. He ap- 
peared then in the world's head- 
lines as the "Christian General" 
who taught Ms soldiers the homely 
virtue's <if rustic simplicity. Hi; bad 
learned from foreign missionaries 
in S«echwan in his early years how 
(o sing hymns. 

Bat in 1924 Feng learned that 
what it lacked in soiritnal piety. 
Mi-scow nVlde i->i in irenvrosity 
lie shed his Christian skin ti"6 



joined the ranks of that peculiar 
species cultivated in China by Stal- 
in and Bueharin — "the ISolshevised 
militarist." The Holy Grail proved 
no match for Russian arms. Rus- 
sian money, Russian advisers. Feng 
was quickly converted to the idea 
that a Russian gun in hand was 
worth a dozen haloes in the here- 
after, especially when military re- 
verses in 1325 cut him off from all 
other sources of munition supply. 
The Moscow Build-up 

In 1S26 he went to Moscow and 
there quickly learned all the new 
catchwords. They were even easier 
to remember, perhaps, than the 
Lord's Prayer. He had himself and 
his henchman, Yn Yu-jen (now 
head of the Nanking Control Yuan) 
photographed in the midst of ad- 
miring, backslapping Moscow func- 
tionaries. In Moscow on July li>, 
!!>2(i, Feng predicted "new battles 
and new victories awaiting the fu- 
ture of the Chinese nation." He 
even remembered to call "special 
attention" to the "labor and peasant 
movement taking place throughout 
China" and announced his convic- 
tion "that in the future the pro- 
lefar at will ultimately gain a vic- 
tory in China." On August 19. in 
an interview with Pravda, Feng 
promised that his army would fight 
for "the emancipation of the na- 
tion" and the "consumation of the 
national revolution." 

For years, w hile be could still 
get arms elsewhere, Feng had re- 
fu.sed to throw in bis lot with the 
Kuomintang. "But when he visited 
Moscow,'' marvelled a contempo- 
rary Japanese observer, "the Chris- 
tian General allowed himself to be 
a disciple of lA'nin before any one 
was aware of it.'' (Fuse: Soviet 
Policy in the Orient. I "eking. 1027, 
p. 327). 

Stalin Gives Him Anns 

It was all immensely easy, plea- 
sant— and profitable. Overcome 
with admiration for Feng's revol- 
utionary conversion and valor, Sta- 
lin plied him with the arms *he 
wanted and sent him back to China 
to do or die, as he said he would, 
for the revolution. 

Ba<-k among his soldiei"s, Feng 
proclaimed on September 17, 1926: 
"I am the son of a laborer" and 
announced that it would henceforth 
be the object of his armies "to 
awake the masses ... sweep away 
the traitorous military clans, break 
down imperialism and secure the 
freedom and im (evidence of 
China.'" 

Fen ii had t litis lifetime a full- 
fledged recruit in the ranks of 
Stalin's "reliable allies"', joining in 
that estimable company such hero- 
ic revolutionary fighters as Chiang 
Kai-shek. Iln llan-min. Tang Shcna- 
c-liili and Wang Chiu-wei. Secure 
behind Tnngkwan Pass in Ihe gre:it 
north wesl. Fein; gathered tu him- 
self the arms and ammunition 
which flowed in a steady stream 
of caravans down from Ursa, listen- 
ed no! tely to his Russian advisers 
Find bided his time. 

No Criticism of Feng Allowed 

II was not long in coming. While 
l!<> waited the Northern Kxpedition 
swept to Ihe Yangtze. Chiang Kai- 
shek, who earlier had also learned 
how to unlock the doors of Russian 
arsenals, entered Shanghai and 
there, with base ingratitude, "be- 
trayed" Stalin. He "betrayed" nol 
his own cia.ss interests but the 
faith which Staliu-Hukhariu & Co. 
had taught the Chinese workers 
and peasants to have in him. Tang 
Sheng-chih and Wang ("hin-wei, in 
Wuhan, had alsn "betrayed"— al- 
though this was nol yet offic ally 
admitted in Moscow. There had 
not yet been time to elaborate a 
formula which would fix rcspons 
tbility Bor their "defect 'on" on 
•shoulders other than Stalin's. But 
there was still Fensr- He, surely, 
would come like I.ochinvar out of 
his western stronghold and save 
the day for the "revolutionary Kno- 
m' ii tang" He was a solid man, 
Feng, close to the soil. He would 
not betray. Was he not even now 
reiterating by radio his undying 
fealty to the ■'revolutionary Kuo- 
mintang''? (Kven Vincent Sheehan. 
who saw practically uoth ng, saw 
the immense, uncritical faith uf the 
Srnliiitevn in Fens;!) News des- 
patches re.!(*hini; Moscow faintly 
suggesting that Feng was readier 
lo deal wilii Chiang Ka -shek than 
*with Wuhan were indignantly re- 
fused publication. I'Vnri was the 
last trump. 

To suggest that lie would fall 
down on I lie job was nothing bat 
rank "liquidat onisui." What is 
worse, it was Trotskyism! That 
annoying thorn, Trotsky, was is- 
suing warnings in Moscow that 
faith n Feng meant nothing but a 
repetition of the experiment with 
Chiang Kai-shek. (See Trotsky's 
note of May "is, 1927: Problems of 
the Chinese Revolution, p. 123-241. 
The Butcher Gets to Work 

A few days later Trotsky's warn- 
ings were crush ngly confirmed by 
events. Feng let Wuhan spend its 
forces in a fruitless battle with the 
Northerners on the fields of Chum- 
iatien in Honan and then came down 
from Tuiigkwan n'iss, aec-aed Ho 
nun .and became the arb ter of lb" 



struggle between Chiang and Wu- 
han. In a conference at Chengchow 
on June 14 with the .Wuhan leaders, 
he agreed with them on one point 
only : the workers, peasants and 
Communists must be crushed. (See 
Fischer, Soviets in World Affairs, 
11:609, or Anna .Louise Strong's 
Chna's Millions, p. 62 et seq.) 

But beyond this principled agree- 
ment, Feng wanted no further 
truck with Wuhan. He wanted 
strong allies from whom he could 
filch advantages, not weaklings 
from whom he bad nothing more to 
gain, not even by further timely 
betrayals. At the conference com- 
p! ments and titles were exchanged. 
Exactly one week later Feng crossed 
the province lo JLsuehow where be 
struck an immediate bargain with 
Chiang Kai-shek. Chiang was now 
a man worth betraying. On June 
22. 1927. Feng ssued a denuncia- 
tion of Wulisn where, be said, "mer- 
chants, traders, factory owners and j 
landlords were oppressed by the I 
laborers and peasant.s" and served [ 
an ultimatum on Wuhan for ihe i 
complete elimination and extermin- 
ation of the Communists. (See 
China Weekly Review. July 2, for 
text). Lochinvai had fallen down 
on the job. 

In h s subsequent career Feng did 
indeed betray Chiang at Ihe first 
opportunity. He fought a bloody 
civil war against him in 1930. made 
a few futile stabs in 1933 at being 
"ant -Japanese", and this year 
made ii new deal with Chiang which 
brought him back into the councils 
of the Kuomintang at Nanking. 
His latest statement, as reported by 
Ihe Daily Worker, indicates a new 
shuffle n the rivalry for power, a 
new bid for popular support, which 
the C.I. stands ready to drum up, 
if it can. 
Feiin, Through a Stalinist's Eyes 

Are Chinese workers, are honest 
revolutionists still in the C.P. ranks 
going to accept Feng once more as 
an "ally," — "aga nst imperialism"? 
In lftaS, Chin Chiu-pei (known in 
the International as Strachov : he 



was executed by Ch'ang Kai-ehek tn 
Fukicn is May, 1935) bitterly drew 
the balance of the game played with 
Feng: 

H Feng Yu-hs'ang," he wrote, "ts 
a chapter for himself. A ten 
months after his formal entry 
into the Kuomintang he began to 
to execute workers and peasants. 
In September, 1927, he ordered 
the execution of 300 striking 
textile workers. WTien the work- 
ers of the Peking- Hankow Bail- 
way, having reee ; ved no wages 
for 12 months, attempted to press 
for payment, he had an unknown 
number of them executed. He 
Iiap been even more brutal in bis 
actions against the peasantry fa 
Honan" (Inprecoir, Aug. 17", 
1928). 
f'hiu Chiu-pei was one of the 
leaders of the C.I', who clung to the 
Comintern after 1927 despite its 
gross betrayal of the Ch nese re- 
volution. Would he today, if he 
were alive, swallow whole a new 
alliance with this batcher, or with 
this butcher's satellites and sub- 
ordinates, men like Fang Cben-wu': 
Perhaps. Slalin sin poisons the 
blood in men's veins. 
Fourth International Fortes Grow 
in China 
Rut Chinese workers, who may 
this very day be standing on the 
threshold of a now revival after 
nine years of react on following 
their terrific defeat, will not take 
it so readily. They are not alone 
or without guidance. The Com- 
munist League of China is gather- 
jig strength and extending its 
influence at a rapid pace, although 
it is still small. 

A new six-page bi-weekly printed 
mass paper, "Struggle" haa made 
its appearance in Shanghai under 
the banner of the Oommunst Lea- 
gue of China. With the Communist 
League, the Chinese section for the 
Fourth International, lies the hope 
for the future of the Chinese revo- 
lution, not with the Stalin ets and 
their blood-stained allies. 



Pickets Ti -up 
Akron Plant 
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er after speaker who said, "Either 
w« all go baek to work Tuesday, or 

none of us.'' 

The rubber workers in other Ak 
run plants and of course (Inodyear 
I'Iant-1 are watching closely each 
itiove and if appears very probable 
■that if a picket line is formed at 
Plant-2, every plant in tiie city will 
be closed. 

The workers' hrievauces at Ihe 
shops can be Mimmarlzed around 
those points. They demand: 
Workers' Demands 

1. Ahol'tion of Flying Squads, 

2. Abolition of the company un- 
ccmipany formed seal) organiza- 
tions. 

ions. 

:!. Restore wage ruts of recent 

weeks. 

4. Rehire layed-off men. 

5. \ 30-hour week. 

ti. l'ri)i(H) recognition. 
7. No more speed-up 

The latest (loodyear ";itdo\vn'' 
came wilh dramatic sw ftness tha' 
totik the company by complete sur- 
prise and brought wide supjairt t'i 
the workers, union and non-union. 
"We'll Stop at 3!" 

Lay-off notices were being es 
plained to grumbling workers on 
fourth shift by a company man 
when a worker shouted. "Well stop 
work at 3!" 

Other workers tix.k up the cry 
and ehiinted. "We'll stop work at 
3!" 

Soon. half of Plunt-2 was shouting 
the slogMn in unison while company 
officials fumed in rage. 

Three o'clock came and everyone 
cat down at their machines as 
though by pre-ar ranged plans. Ac- 
tualy it wns spontaneous. 

The company agreed lo talk to a 
committee selected by the men and 
composed mainly of un onists. A 
conference wa.« scheduled at 1 p.iu 
the next afternoon. 

Plant Closed 

Meanwhile the company announc- 
ed and newspapers shouted that the 
"sitdown" was over. Of course, the 
company refused to lake back the 
men. 

The new.s i-auie just as the third 
shift, oemposed of ten-year service 
men. were ringing in for work. Tiie 
ent" re department sat down imme- 
diately and were joined by Ihe car- 
ing and mil! rooms. 

Realt/.ing the seriousness of tiie 
situation, the company refused to 
lei the fourth shift come into work 
because they knew t would join 
the "sitdown" Instead the plant 
was closed. 

Acting much (j nicker than in the 
last "sitdown". union offiHals called 
department meetings and mosf of 
the workers concerned came and 
joined the union in add ton to re- 
cording tin ir sentiment for strike 
unless the 7". men were rehired. 
Scabs Ineffective 

Plant -1 workers, smarting under 
the defeat of two weeks ago when 
their "s'tdown" was broken, are ex : 
pected to join in the strike move- 
ment fmmedfcitelv, thus involving 
l-ViOO i mpoyes. 



Telephone from various unions 
durinsr the Goodyear conference 
gave assurance of complete support 
n-'d join na with tin- strike, if tt is 
called. 

Xaturnlly. complete shutdown of 
the plants is assured by a strike 
even thong)) some workers do not 
join the movement for the hey de- 
partments are 100 per cent union- 
ized and very militant. 

Kven though scabs were brought 
nto the plant, the highly technical 
nature of the key jobs whicb in- 
volve over 80 per cent of the em- 
ployes, would make it impossible 
for i hem lo handle the machinery 
and build tires! 

The danger of the situation is in 
the refusal of the union leaders or 
i heir inability to understand the 
: igniticaucc of the passing events 
iiud prepare ionise 1 ously for the in- 
evitable strike. 

1'uless this is remedied quickly, 
the maenificent fight of the work- 
er* will be diverted into pessimism 
and defeat for they must have cor- 
rect Icadersh ip immediately to uti!- 
ie the situation or various company 
movi's i\ill smash the movement. 



Curb Rising 
Of Spaniards 



(Continued from Page 1) 

viet press limits its estimate to 
such terms as, that the "masses 
are prepared to defend their demo- 
cratic I berties", "girding to fight 
for the improvement of tihe life of 
the workers,'' etc. The Soviet press 
is an accurate indicator of the line 
the Stalinlern will take. Above all, 
no revolution in Spain! No inter- 
ference with the balance of power: 
Maintenance of the status _quo '. 
Socialism in one country — and. mi 
other ! 

For the second time in five years, 
history ! s presenting to the Spanish 
proletariat an opportunity to over- 
throw the capita list -clerical regime. 
The possibilities of the revolut on of 
ia*;i were squandered by the So- 
cialist and Syndicalist leadership. 
This same bloc which together with 
the Stal nists has entered the 
Peoples Front." Is again handing 
i be power over to the bourgeois 
republicans and paving the way for 
-.pcedy return of the reaction. 

Repudiation of the spurious and. 
demagogic program of the "Peoples 
Front." Workers' Committees ot 
act on. democratically elected in Ihe 
factories, tenements and villages, to 
repel every threat of reaction and 
to compel the liberation of the po- 
litical prisoners. Only such slogans, 
ciarcsimnding to the needs of the 
hour, can effectively organize the 
power of the work ng class, and re- 
move the center of the struggle 
from the parliamentary theatre to 
the field and factory. 

Already the workers are sipon- 
inneously moving in that direction. 
But they require the leadership of' 
the revolution.*! ry vangaa rd. Tiie 
fate of Spain hangs upon the for- 
"■pf on u"der fire of such a general 
staff. 
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dyear Pickets Throw Back Police 



Support The 
Rubber Workers' 



;By FAKBELL DOBBSi 




ictory in Rubber Strike 



Secretary-Treasurer f Local 574 

VISIT to the front lines in the struggle for industrial union- 

. ism at the Goodyear Rubber plant in Akron lends new courage 
to union men who have struggled hard for the great day that is 
now dawning. 

The almost unbelievable resourcefulness and the splendid cour- 
age and determination shown by the rubber workers proved beyond 
the question of a doubt that the strength of a giant lies smouldering 
within the ranks of the American workers in the basic industries. 

The solid ranks of industrial unionism are fanning this spirit 
into a flame. We do not have to witness the demoralizing sight of 
the members of one craft union walking through the picket lines of 
another striking craft union to go to work There is no question 
of craft distinction in this strike. If yon work in the Goodyear 
plant, you are either in the rubber workers' union and out on the 
picket line or you are a scab. 

On Tuesday morning, February 2S, the embattled workers, 
picketing in violation of a court injunction, calculated to destroy 
their strength, faced down an army of police and special deputies 
sent out to enforce the injunction. The picket line holds solid with 
a picket post at each of the 168 gates of the plant. Around the 
eleven mile fighting front the slogan is: "Nobody goes in the plant." 
Those hard bitten cynics who say that the American worker will 
not fight shall have to change their minds after this forcefu! dem- 
onstration. 

The suddenness with which the strike came made it difficult 
for the strikers to prepare adequate facilities for its conduct. These 
deficiencies are being rapidly overcome. The present headquarters 
is not adequate for an assembly hall for 'the strike bu'. will serve 
very well as a commissary and headquarters for the strike leaders 
and field captains. A second and larger assembly place is needed 
for large gatherings of the strikers and, of equal importance, so 
that the workers from [he other rubber plants and all other Akron 
workers may come to the proper place to get correct information 
regarding the strike and to get instructions as to how they may best 
assist. 

On this question there is a second important factor. The man- 
agement of the company has comple'e access to the radio, to the 
advertising columns o£ the daily papers and to a very large extent 
to the news and editorial columns also. It is vital that this propa- 
ganda of the bosses be counteracted by the strikers. The most effec- 
tive weapon for this purpose is the daily strike bulletin issued at a 
regular hour and widely distributed. Once started, the strike bulle- 
tin easily becomes self-supporting. The experiences of the Minne- 
apolis truck drivers, the Toledo Chevrolet strike, the St. Louis Gas 
House strike, and many others stand as living proof of the value 
of a daily strike bulletin. The rubber workers will find such a paper 
eagerly received and closely read by all workers. 

Outside the city of Akron it is difficult to get accurate informa- 
tion about the strike because of the manner in which the daily papers 
are suppressing it. This is done because the bosses in steel, auto, 
and the other big industries do not want the workers to know of 
this powerful demonstration of industrial union strength. But the 
rubber workers do Want the other workers to know about their fight 
and they want their support. The strike committee should send 
systematic press releases to all papers in the country. The daily 
strike bulletin is the best instrument with which to do this. 

It is heartening to observe that the Committee for Industrial 
Organization is sending money and men to aid the Akron strikers. 
This strike is of vital interest to the industrial union movement and 
the most practical work that the C.I.O. can do is to give the strike 
unstinted support. The Akron strike must he won. The craft union- 
ists must not be permitted to sell the strike out in an effort to stifle 
the rising sentiment for industrial unionism. There is a grave danger 
of such a thing happening. Especially when Secretary Perkins' 
"ace mediator," McGrady, is reported to have been ordered to Akron 
to effect a "settlement." A very large part of the responsibility in 
this strike rests with the C.I.O. The workers are furnishing the 
fighting forces. They must have leadership, a leadership conscious 
of the full import of the forces moving today in the national strug- 
gle and capable of guiding the strikers through the treacherous 
"settlement" proposals which have wrecked every attempt at union- 
izing the big industries. 

The Goodyear strike in Akron must be won. All labor must 
rally to support the fight. The workers in every city can aid by 
opening an intensive organization drive in all Goodyear agencies. 

Carry the fight to Goodyear! Get the strike news from the 
rubber workers, not from the bosses' papers! Fight to build indus- 
trial unionism ! 



Nations Jockey for War at 
London Naval Conference 



.The London NaVal Conference Is 
still dragging along. It has lost 
the participation of Japan and Is 
about to lose the participation, of 
Italy. It has degenerated into an 
open game for allies and positions 
lit the next war — not that Naval 
Conferences are ever anything else, 
but the London Conference Is the 
lau of the series and comes nearer 
the actual outbreak of the war, 
when the nations are less concerned 
about concealing their true pur- 
poses. In the earlier conferences 
they made some pretense of peace- 
ful Intention-, aow they practically 
admit that the/ are Jockeying for 
war. 



Liberals represent Naval Confer- 
ences as struggles between Good 
and Evil, struggles between peace 
and war. Actually they are noth- 
ing more than the sum of the war- 
like force- involved. Japan has 
withdrawn from the London Con- 
ference because she couldn't get the 
United States and Great Britain 
to agree that she needed a bigger 
navy to protect her Interests in 
the Pacific and in China from— - 
Great Britain and the United 
States. Italy is reported about to 
withdraw because "he can't get 
Britain and Prance to agree to 
withdraw sanctions against — Italy. 
<C*nHnwd on P»ce 2) 
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Union Threatens General 

Strike if Militia is 

Called Out 



By CARL (VSHEA 

AKRON, Feb. 25.— The Goodyear 
rubber strike is more firmly en- 
trenched tonight than ever, with 
168 picket posts being maintained 
on an eleven-mile front. This morn- 
ing the 15,000 strikers had a show- 
down with the forces of "law and, 
order," which re ulted in a smash- 
ing victory for the union. Early 
in the day word reached strike 
headquarters that Sheriff Blower 
Police Chief Boss, with 300 depu- 
ties and 130 copes, were going to 
charge the picket line at ten A.M., 
and attempt to break the back of 
the strike with violence. 

As the zero hour neared, hun- 
dreds of pickets packed into the 
strike headquarters across from 
the struck plant. Thousand more 
took the streets in front of the 
picket posts. Each picket was 
well provided with "fire wood." Up 
the hill marched the forces of law 
and order. Grimly the strikers 
waited. The cops in the lend, the 
strike-breakers marched closer and 
closer to the mas ed rubber work- 
ers. The line refused to budge. 
Finally Boss halted his men a few- 
feet from the taut strikers. Ner- 
vou ly, he looked the situation 
over. lie was out-stared. Break- 
ing down, he cried out, "I've never 
fed anyone into a goddam slaugh- 
ter-house, and I'm not going to 
now." The cups broke ranks, the 
deputies marched down rhe hill 
again, to the accompaniment of tre- 
mendous jeers and boo from the 
massed pickets. One of the depu- 
ties suddenly clutched his stomach 
and became violently ill. The 
trikers, with their magnificent 
demonstration of militancy and de- 
termination, had carried the day. 

Inside the strike headquarters 
this evening was a milling crowd 
of proud strikers enthusiastically 
discussing the way in which they 
had called the bluff of the hard- 
boiled Sheriff Jim Flowers, and his 
Strike-breaker . Bach picket post 
had its allotment of ten strikers, 
hurdled around a stove inside a 
wind-break. Every two hours, cars 
came around delivering hot lunch- 
eons. 

Women Very Active 

One of the be t weapons that the 
(Continued on Page 3) 



Perspectives of 
the Akron Strike 



By JACK WILSON 



It is highly significant that precisely in that factory— Goodyear— 1 
where the company union i". 17 years old and the rubber wjorkers? bona- 
flde union admittedly the weakest, that the strike in the rubber industry 
should begin! This happened because Goodyear workers were given 
absolutely no concessions but driren downward constantly, thus storing 
up an explosive force which blew up when the last sitdown provided the 
spark. Other rubber workers' unions haw onfalne? minor concessions 
and thus basic antagonisms were dulled. 



SitDownHits 
Chem. Plant in 
Akron Boro 

500 Barberton Workers 

Force Managers to 

Vacate 



liAKKERTO.V, Ohio, Feb. 22.— 
Company officials ot the Columbia 
Chemical Co. in Barberton, ;t large 
indu trial suburb of Akron, Ohio, 
finally moved to negotiate a strike 
which started last Wednesday when 
500 workers seized control of the 
factory and forced the management 
to vacate. The men are firmly en- 
trenched and refuse to leave the 
plant until the company, which i 
owned by the Mellon interests, 
grants a 4 cents hourly increase In 
wages and fid! pay for every day 
of the strike. 

The " it-down" strike resulted 
when the management refused 'to 
meet the demand of 50 pipefitters 
for a 4 cents hourly wage raise. 
The union took up the fight under 



-■§ The so-called objective econom c 
factors involved have been pointed 
out in the NEW MILITANT previ- 
ously and need only listing. Priee 
wars, shifting the entire burden on 
the workers through wage cut', 
lengthening of hours, d sregard of 
.seniority rights favoring squad 
men. who are nothing but company 
scab groups, in making unneces- 
sary layoff ; these injustices have 
seared themselves in the workers' 
minds. They prov de the fire which 
has kept pickets warm despite 8 
below zero weather. 

Goodyear's Fabulous Profits 
Properly handled, the workers 
are unbeatable and npport by 
everyone but big business is a fore- 
gone conclusion. Even a Federal 
fact-finding board ha. condemned 
Goodyear practices In wage cut- 
ting, etc., etc. To top that off, last 
Monday when the strike began. 
Goodyear announced an S-SOO.000 
increase in protit for 1935 over 
1!>34. bringing its total admitted 
protit to $."j,i)00,000, which fact 
alone rallied hundreds of incensed 
workers to the p cket lino. 

Akron itself i eomi>osed of 
3.">,(XX) rubber workers and their 
families. Add another 20,000 work- 
ers who are employed in subsidiary 
plants or other industrial plants 
and you can gra p the potential 
power of the workers when aroused 
for there are only 250.000 people 
altogether here. This 's an over- 



W ar Looms as A nti-Soviet 
Gang SeizesJSipponGov't 

Military Clique Wreaks Vengeance on "Moderates' 
in First Step to Hasten Drive of Imperial Con- 
quest and Assault on Sovtet Union 

By LO SEN 

Hftabttshment of an open military dictatorship in Japan a3 a 
result of Wednesday's putsch in Tokyo, will bring war against the 
Soviet Union on to the immediate order of the day for Japanese im- 
perialism. 

The drive of Japanese-controlled Manchu-Mongol forces acro.9 
Chahar and Suiyuan for the conquest of Inner Mongolia will be ac- 
celerated. Border conflicts along the Manchukuo-Outer Mongolian 
frontier will be carried to tlie point of major hostilities. 

Along that vast border between two worlds, from Vladivostok to 
Manchuli, the long-heralded war of predatory imperialism against the 
Workers' State will finally blaze. 

This is the immediate threat, the immediate meaning of Wednes- 
day's bloody events in Tokyo. This Is the immediate alarm for the 

working class of the entire world. 

-O Early Wednesday morning a band 
of officers of the Frst Japanese Di- 



Green Urged 
To Organize 
Steel Plants 



tjse militant leadership of A. R. 

Lee, union president, and called for S ize& mill town, in other words, 
a general wage increase^ Wednes- 
day, 500 men entered the plant, 
stopped the machinery, and despite 
the threats and pleading of the 
company have remained in the fac- 
tory since. 



Meanwhile, 4M other workers are 
(Continued on Page 2) 



How is the rubber barons' as o- 
ciation trying to break the strike? 
In the cut-and-dried way. The per- 
ennial injunet on which would abol- 
ish the picket line; the counter- 
demonstrations staged by the com- 
pany union; full support of the 
(Continued *on Page 3) 



Terror Rages as Arkansas Bosses 
Battle with Starving Sharecroppers 



Death by Hunger Stalks 

On Pres. Roosevelt's 

Poor Farms 



f- 



By James Evans. 

EARLE, Ark. — The share crop- 
pers of Crittenden county are go- 
ing through hell. This whole area 
i ■ a picture of starvation, evict on. 
and terror. Every militant cropper 
lives under a perpetual sentence of 
death. Any day, he may be shot 
from ambush by one of the planter 
deputies. Any night, some mob of 
landlord^ may drag h m from his 
hovel and String iiim up to the near- 
est tree. 

Two meetings were raided re- 
cently by mobs composed of plant- 
ers, landlord , deputies, and riding 
bosses. Howard Kester, Secretary 
of the Central Defense Committee 
of the Union, and H.I. Goldberger, 
lawyer reta ned by the organiza- 
tion, were dragged from the plat- 
form of a church, beaten and threat- 
ened with lynching, ITie five hun- 
dred cropper attending the meet- 
ins were attacked with clubs and 
axe handles. One of the deputies, 
an extremely drunken Southern 
gentleman, threatened to bring ma- 
chine guns If the cropper -. dared to 
hold another meeting. 
The "Law" Breaks into a Meeting 

At a econd meeting held in St, 
Peter's Ohurch, Constaole Everett 
Hood and a posse entered with 
shotguns manifesting the evident 
intent on of firing Into the gather- 
ing. Hood was at first disarmed by 
Doorkeeper Jim Ball. The door- 
keeper was arre ted on charges of 
assault with Intent to kill. Alter 
Ball had been jailed, the posw 



scoured the road , firing on the 
cropperg who were going home from 
the meeting. (Two unarmed men 
were shot in the back by these 
hired guerillas. 

Simon Baa, leader of the Earle 
local, and three others were arrest- 
ed the next day while returning 
from a conference with union offic- 
ials in Memphis. The drumhead 
court at Marion refused them legal 
conn el and hurriedly sentenced 
them to one year each on cllarges 
of "rioting:" This case is now un- 
der appeal, and widespread mas 
support is needed to prevent the 
ra lroadlng of those fighters again, t 
Southern feudalism. District At- 
torney Denver Dudley, alert to 
prose-cute croppers and the Union, 
naturally retires to take any action 
against the official banditti of th s 
section. 

Even middle-class humanitarians 
are being threatened if they try to 
a slst the croppers. A liberal min- 
ister attempted to find temporary 
shelters for the evicted croppers. 
The planter deacons held a special 
meeting and forbade him from "en- 
gaging in further subversive activ- 
ities." The minister complied; a 
revolutionist would have defied. 

Meanwhile, the planters have de- 
creed that all Union members must 
go. People are living in tents on 
cold dirt floors, In abandoned rail- 
way stations, and in church build- 
ings belong ng to share-cropper 
congregations. Some famflles are 
huddling nine to a room In cabins 
of croppers who have not yet been 
evicted. Very often, these dispos- 
sessed rural laborer- must live «n- 
tirely on hoe-cake and green 
beans. 



A number of families have been 
settled on the Ander on Rehabili- 
tation Farm, a project that was 
advertised to cure the a Iments of 
the Earle County croppers. Con- 
trary to the promises of the case 
workers, the remedy seem about 
to kili the victims. One six-year 
old child starved to death on this 
Roosevelt poor farm, la t year. 
The tenant remaining find them- 
selves up against the same old pro- 
pos-tion: their cotton taken to pay 
for "furnish" — with Mr. President 
sub tituted for Mr. Planter. Floyd 
Sharp, Arkansas State Administra- 
tor, l.vingly maintains that all evict- 
ed famil es are being supplied with 
food and shelter. 

The Southern Tenant Farmer- 
Union is very confused politically, 
still relying to a great extent on 
"law and order" although the 
croppers have been di franchised 
by the sovereign state of Arkansas. 
Nevertheless, it 8 a growing chal- 
lenge to the whole plantation ys- 
tem, perhaps the greatest expres- 
sion of mass upheaval In the South 
since the pre-war slave rebellion -, 
Highly significant Is the formation 
of defense squads for exclusively 
Negro local by wh te croppers. 

The dyfng agricultural system of 
the South must be overthrown, and 
its beneficiaries expropriated by 
the tenants themselves. Thi, Is a 
task for the future. Today, the 
Union must be supported by pro- 
test actions and by donation.' if it 
Is to continue Its work. Funds are 
urgently needed and should be sent 
to the Union at Box 5215, Mem- 
phis, Tenneuee. 



ClOChallengesOId Guard 
In Answer to Threat 
Of Mass Expulsion 

By ARNE SWABECK 

Some new verbal broadsides have 
been fired in tbe ever sharpening 
conflict between the A. F. of L. 
craft union bureaucrats and the 
official leaders of the Committee for 
Industrial Organization. At the 
same time the repercu sions from 
this conflict begin to penetrate deep- 
ly into tbe broadest hl.vers of the 
movement. 

In the name of the Executive 
Council, Win. Green has issued a 
warning to all. local and federal 
union , to all State Federations and 
city central labor bodies, that It 
will not tolerate any organizaton 
that "gives allegiance, assistance or 
support -to the Committee for Indus- 
trial Organization, or any other 
organization which attempt- to 
usurp the functions of the American 
Federation of Labor." While no 
exact penalties were specified, it is 
reported that the intention is to 
revoke the charters of any organ- 
ization found guilty of giving vuch 
allegiance. 

In reply the ('. I. O. once again 
defied the Executive Council and 
indicated that it would continue its 
work. Xot only did the C. I. O. 
refuse to dissolve but it challenged 
the A. F. of I,, to undertake a 
•serious campaign of organization in 
the steel indui try, to which the 
committee would contribute a half 
million dollars and the services of 
trained organizers. Two conditions, 
however, the C. I. O. considered 
nece sary for suoees: Firstly, that 
the "orgnnization must be along in- 
dustrial lines," and, secondly, "the 
leadership of the campaign must be 
uch as to inspire confidence of 
success." 

With these developments it be- 
comes increa ingly clear thRt fun- 
damentally the conflict in the A. 
F. of L. centers around the Issue *>f 
organization of the millions of un- 
organized workers, and » peclallly 
those employed in the basic indus- 
tries. 

Steel Industry Pivot 

Naturally the teel industry oc- 
cupies in this respect a pivotal 
position. To the trade unionists, 
real eeurity of organization is un- 
thinkable without the inclusion of 
the steel industry. The full exten- 
sion of the powers of union organ- 
ization is well nigh impossible with 
the Steel Industry remaining unor- 
ganized. Moreover, the steel barons, 
ffghting to preserve their feudal 
power, have for a long time been 
the backbone of the employers re- 
sistance to every working cla e 
advance. An aggressive campaign 
for the organization of the steel 
industry is therefore becoming an 
ever more pressing necessity. 

Thus the threat made by the 
craft union bureaucrats of discip- 
linary measures to be taken against 
the unions that may give allegiance 
and support to the C. I. O., has 
been met by a challenge to organize 
the unorganized. There peed be 
little doubt which ]b the moet effect- 
ive. And this applies not only with 
(Continued on Psge 4) 



vision, about to entrain for duty in 
Manchukuo, murdered Premier 
Okada, Finance Minister Takaha- 
shi. Lord Privy Seal Viscount Saitu 
and Gen. Watanabe, a high-ranking 
military officer. 

Cen orship Clamps Down 
Japan was immediately blanketed 
in one of the mo't complete censor- 
ships ever established in the Far 
Fast. For hour the world waitid 
to (earn what had happened in To- 
kyo while hints of the morning's 
work scepi'l out through Manchit- 
kuo and nlong diplomatic circuits 
from Singapore to London. 

Finally came a laconic War Of- 
fice Communique, confirming the 
ass as inations. 

Fumio Goto, Minister of the In- 
terior under Okada, was ordered to 
take over the premiership. He did. 
His first announcement wa that 
"all was absolutely- cairn." A few 
hours later lie resigned. Martini 
law was clamped down on Tokyo. 
Lieut. Gen. Kashi, commander of 
the capital gam on, was appointed 
Military Governor of the city with 
full authority to administer rigid 
martial law. The full First and 
Second Fleet-' were ordered to Tokio 
and Osaka Bays and bluejackets 
were landed. Tokyo was complete 
ly in the hands of the Supreme 
War Council. 
Military Wants No "Moderates" 
At present writing, 2i hours after 
the event'-, Feb. 28 it was still not 
clear whether Japan would pass 
from a semi'military to an open, 
undisguised, untrammeled dictator- 
ship of those representatives of Jap- 
anese finance capital who believe 
that the present moment Is the mo- 
ment to strike on continental Asia 
for the further glory of the Empire. 
Whatever government emerge ■■ fix) 111 
the coup, it is clear that its orien- 
tation will be In the direction of a 
hardening intranslgeance and sur- 
render to the impatience of the mil- 
itary arm of Japanese imperialism. 
Wednesday's coup was an answer 
to two tendencies which have re- 
cently shown signs of making head- 
way In Japan. 

One was the clear and unmistak- 
able turn of the ma ses away from 
the propaganda in favor of the Im- 
perialist drive of expansion on the 
continent, as shown in the elections 
in which the more"moderate" Min- 
seito was given preference over the 
more "aggres tve" Seiyukal party 
and In which, what was more im- 
portant, the Japanese Social Masses 
(Socialist) Party polled 629,00ft 
votes, an increa e of 500 per cent 
awl an unmistakable sign of awak- 
ening in the rank ; of the Japanese 
workers. 
Assa sinated Ministers too "Slow" 

The second tendency was repre- 
sented to a certain extent by the 
government heads who were assa - 
sinated, Okada, Takahashl and Sal- 
to. This was the tendency to let 
the program of imperialist expan- 
sion proceed at a somewhat slower, 
less costly tempo, to consolidate the 
gains thus far won In China (con- 
quest of Manchukuo and establi h- 
ment of a virtual protectorate over 
North China) by getting the Nank- 
ing Government's signature on a 
treaty, and even to postpone for 
the time being the attack on tbe 
Soviet Union, at least until the 
European situation boiled over and 
created a European diversion which 
would '-erve Japanese imperialist 
purposes, as In 1914. 

In pursuance of this policy, the 
Okada government had been pursu- 
ing a policy of exerting, strong dip- 
lomatic pres tire upon Nanking ac- 
companied only by military demon- 
strations along the Manchulnm- 
< Continued, en Page S) 
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MASS PICKET LINE WINS FIRST STRIKE CONFLICT 



Throw Back Police Army 
In First Major Skirmish 



(Continued from race 1) 

strikers have 1b tie energy and 
high spirits of the women, who 
have turned out In great numbers 
to back up the strike. Fifty girls 
are on duty at the strike headquar- 
ters 24 hours a day. Every two 
hours, a thousand sandwiches are 
made and delivered to the picket 
posts. The women, organized In 
the Union Buyers Club, have prov- 
en tremendously effective In neu- 
tralizing the prejudices of the local 
merchants and small business men. 
An illustration of the spirit of the 
wive* and daughters of the strik- 
ers Is shown by an Incident that 
occurred the second day of the 
strike. The weather was way be- 
low zero, and some of the strikers 
were rather loath to venture out 
Into the cold to take care of the 
picket posts. The women caucused, 
and finally delivered the following 
message: Tom men cook. We'll 
take care of the picketing! With 
such a spirit, from that moment on 
there was never any trouble in get- 
ting dozens of candidates for each 
;plcket post. 

Besides the picket posts that are 
maintained by the Goodyear local, 
22 crui er cars are constantly on 
the Job. Apparently the strike 
committee has borrowed a lot of 
Ideas that were developed by the 
Minneapolis truck drivers tn their 
strikes of 1934. 

There Is the strike headquarter-, 
■with hospital, commissary, loud- 
speaker, etc. There are the cruiser 
cars. There is everything In Akron 
today but a printed daily strike 
bulletin, and there is a possibility 
that even this will be established 
in the near future. 

Goodyear President Broadcasts 

Tonight at 10:40, the pre ident 
of the Goodyear Company, Litch- 
field, spoke over the radio, present- 
ing the usual boss line: Our com- 
pany union has been In existence 
for seventeen yeaTS — ''even teen 
years of peace and harmony, . . . 
This is not a question of wages 
and hours, but a question of whe- 
ther the government is to be trans- 
ported into the middle of a law- 
le s mob. . . . We must avoid auto- 
cracy or chaos, etc., etc., in the 
usual boss manner. Full-page ads 
appear In all the Akron papers, 
containing the usual run-of-the-mill 
slanders which bo ses always use 
against any group of workers who 
have the cmir.ise and determina- 
tion to organize and fight 4n de- 
fense of their rights. Incidentally. 
Litchfield announced he was broad- 
casting from inside the plant, "be- 
cau e if I get out, I don't know 
when I can get in again..' This 
will give sonic idea of the rigorous 
discipline which the strikers are 
maintaining around the struck 
plants. No one enters or leave 
the plant without the permission 
of the union, X'p until a few (lavs 
ago, the union was permitting the 
office workers to enter the plant. 
But four fink production workers 
were caught trying to sneak 
throfcgli. and 'inice then no omj 
gets by the picket line. 

Real IwTusiral Union 

Needless to say. the rubber work- 
ers have taken in almost all the 
craftsmen who work around the 
plant — carpenters. electrician , 
painters, sheet metal workers, pipe 
fitters. These men saw that their 
place was with the mas of organ- 
ized rnlilier workers, asked for ad- 
mission into the union, and were 
readily taken in. Even the machin- 
ists have cracked under the she s 
of the strike, and a large section 
has already entered the Goodyear 
local. 

Lewis Forces Strong 

John I.. Lewis i continuing to 
throw more ami. more strength lie 
liiiHl (lie siril;p. as the tremendous 
importance of the situation be- 
comes apparent. Last night 15ro- 
phy was in town and poke at 
strike headquarter.", promising full 
support from the Committee for 
Industrial Organi/.ulion. Adolf Cer- 
mer wii! remain in town until the 
strike Is over. Tomorrow crews 
of organizer from ihe Amalgamat- 
ed Clothing Workeis. the Interna- 
tional Ladies Garment Workers 
and tiie United. Mine Workers are 
scheduled to arrive. Should the 
si rite end in a smashing victory 
for the union — and there i every 
evidence that II will — the star of 
Industrial unionism will be on the 
heights. Trade unionists from all 
over the country are dropping into 
Akron and carefully observing 
what Is going on. In ca e of an 
impressive victory in Akron, indus- 
trial unionism will loom larse be- 
fore the eyes of mass production 
worker ■ throughout America. The 
situation will unquestionably have 
an Immediate effect in the auto 
industry. In the steel mills and the 
packing house industry. 

Though the company is maintain- 
ing it 1 * position of refusing to deal 
with the union or to open negotia- 
tions over grievances until the 
strike is called off, it is difficult to 
see how they can smash the "trike. 
They have appealed for the nation- 
al guards, but the understand quite 
clearly that martial law would 
mean a general strike tn the whole 



eastern section of Oh^>. The Good- 
rich and Firestone workers are 
ready to come out at the drop of 
a hat. Even now, the brothers 

from these other two plants spend 
all their free time on picket duty. 
The Central Labor Union in Akron 
has sent a delegation to Governor 
Davey warning him not to try to 
bring In the militia. 

A victory In Akron today will 
mean the rubber industry has been 
conquered at last by the union 
movement, and will be the signal 
for tremendous campaigns in the 
other mass production Industries 
throughout the country. 



Every Aid Promised by Akron 
C.L.U. Committee 



By JACK WILSON 

AKRON, Ohio, Feb. 22.— A gen- 
eral strike movement was rapidly 
gaining impetu- here to support 
4,000 Goodyear strikers against 
armed vigilantes and hundreds of 
deputies who have announced the'r 
intention of using a sweeping in- 
junction as an excu.e to smash the 
picket line. 

A progressive-dominated commit- 
tee of fifteen was chosen by 300 
cheerng delegates at the Central 
Labor L'nion special meeting last 
night with full power to do "any- 
thing they advise to help the Good- 
year strikers." 

The Goodyear strikers have ad- 
opted the slogan, "Hold that picket 
lije injunction or no injunction," 
issued by progressives and they 
prepared to rest t any of the at- 
tacks which are being openly pre- 
pared by Sheriff Flower, a Nation- 
al Guard captain. 

Already national guard observ- 
ers have been sent in and troops 
have been told to be ready for im- 
mediate call. 

Company union meetings have 
been packed by Goodrich and Fire- 
stone foremen, businessmen, guper- 
vi ers, and other rats, crying for 
"a right to go into the factory." 

Nearly 5,000 Goodyear workers 
refused to enter the plants even 
though promised protection and ef- 
forts are being made to swing thetr 
sympathy into active support. 
Union Officials Timid 

John Hou e, un on president, de- 
clared in the injunction hearing 
that the strike was an "outlaw" 
strike, thus giving an excuse for 
the granting of the injunction and 
reducing sympathy to the union. 
Pressure from progre sives, backed 
by the rank and file, has forced 
Hon e to change his stand a little. 

The union officials were afraid 
lo come out openly for demands as 
they hoped for quick settlement and 
want the men to go back to work 
us they fear facing a real strike. 

Hut progres Ive pressure became 
too strong and the union has an- 
nounced it wants to abolish the 
Flying squad, a company scab or- 
gauiKat on, ihe company union 
known a the Goodyear Industrial 
assembly, and no lay-offs. 

Signs urging the 30 hour week, 
•enioritj- rights and return of wages 
cut recently were made by picket 
captain and the union officials w 11 
have to ask for those demands too. 
Strike Events To-Date 

Monday night the Plant Two 
workers decided to go on tr ke 
immediately as the company re- 
fused to rescind lay-offs. A picket 
line of 500 was formed despite lib- 
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by the pickets and many employes 
coming to work Joined the strike 
movement. 

A sftdown In key departments in 
Plant One was begun early Tuesday 
in sympathy with the strikers. A 
committee was sent to the onion 
asking if the picket line should be 
formed. 

Two police attempts to smash 
through the Plant Two line failed 
Tuesday as more workers joined 
with the strikers Instead of trying 
to get in the factory. 

By Wednesday morning, Btxty 
picket Ungf were marching in chain 
fashion around entrances and Plant 
One and Three were closed by the 
'sitdowners' who came out on strike. 
Militancy and determination to 
win despite all obstacles were mark- 
ed features of the picket talk as the 
temperature dropped to nine below 
zero for two nights. 

The union officials wouldn't sanc- 
tion a strike bulletin for Wedne day 
morning although hundreds of Good- 
year workers were coming to the 
picket lines instead of going to 
work. No effort was made to win 
the non-strikers over primarily be- 
cause the union officials feared a 
strike. 

Combating Company Maneuvers 

Valuable days were lost by not 
giving out statements to non-strik- 
ers and to the papers which kept 
howling for "reasons why the men 
are striking." Unfavorable com- 
ment began to be heard ou the 
streets but the mi take was cor- 
rected when key workers adopted 
completely a correct program which 
had been hammered home by mili- 
tants. 

Pickets took charge of traff.c, 
closed liquor stores, and generally 
ran East Akron under direction of a 
special strike committee, all week. 

A company trick of sneaking in 
scabs instead of office workers in 
the payroll department while work- 
er were watting for checks brought 
a complete stoppage of every move- 
ment in and out of the factory. 
Even the company pre ident. P. W. 
Litchfield was kept within the plant 
along with 500 flying squad scab' 
who have tear gas bombs, clubs, 
gas ma -ks, etc. to use tomorrow 
against the workers. 

The First Set-back 

First iJreak in the picket line 
came Friday night when a court 
order was given during the injunc- 
tion hearing that coal be allowed 
hauled in by train. Strike captains 
had trouble re training pickets from 
stopping the train as the company 
tried to provoke (rouble so that the 
injunction would be given. 

However, the company received 
the injunction easily as House and 
Ze iger flopped terribly in the court 
fight as progressives had said they 
would. 

The situation began lo look dark 
for the trlkers but the Central 
Labor union meeting was called 
just in time to rally the disheart- 
ened, workers and put new life 
blood in ihe pickets. 

CIA' Gives Support 

The re olution adopted unani- 
mously by the CLL delegates brist- 
led in defiance of any injunction 
proceedings and called on all organ 
ized and unorganized workers to 
support the striker on the picket 
line and financially. 

Other rubber workers locals offic- 
ers met after the CLU meeting and 
planned support for Goodyear strik- 
er Already workers at Goodrich 
demanded that they be called out 
on strike. 

Exactly as Goodyear 's strike was 
a spontaneous movement o will all 
organized workers walk out even 
t bough certain local union leaders 
will beg Ihem with crocodile tears 



zero weather and a blizzard. 

Tuesdai the plant was shut tight in I heir eyes not lo. 



Perspectives of the 

Akron Rubber Strike 
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hoiii'ireoi press which is doing Its 
damndest to swng sympathy to the 
tympany ; arming of hundreds of 
■special deputies lo break the picket 
line tomorrow ; etc., etc. 

In view of these facts, it would 
seem neai'lv incompreheii ibie that 
iiii.voiH' would consider a possibility 
of defeat. lint lii.it would ignore 
exactly tIio"o fatfois .which now 
have become the balance between 
I'ii-hiiy and defeat- -the union lead 

I'l-Siljp. 

The Progressing and Leadership 

In the news report of this strike, 
vou can see the deta Is of the bung- 
ling job done by the union officials. 
That is the potential Achille heel 
of the giant Labor. The no doubt 
sincere but iilcorreet policies of the 
leadership would have ru'ned the 
strike already if a group of pro- 
gressives hadn't emerged under 
pres ure of events. Suffice it to 
say, that In so far as the strike 
has been placed on a class struggle 
ba. is has it been successful. The 
union leaders, while talking of 
class-consciousness, etc., etc.. act 
In an Impeccable claa -collabora- 
tionist way which has been greeted 
with joy by the company. 

For example, progre sives insist- 
ed since Tuesday that the company 
would be given the injunction in 
Its own money-dominated cap'tallst 
court and that pluns to break the 
injunction were necessary. Thev 



have won Ihe rank and file to that 
v ew. naturally for the average 
1 ticket has been two niiie.s ahead of 
Ihe leader on every issue that 
arose. The union leaders hoped 
and prayed and declared lime and 
again that the court couldn't grant 
an injunction because I hi,-, is a 
peaceful strike! 

All Akron Will Reply 

f> nee easily 2,000 rubber workers 
from other plants have aided the 
■frjkers on the picket line, spread- 
ing of the walkout throughout the 
entire industry will come as soon 
as the sheriff tries to slug his wur 
info the factory no matter how 
much any un on leaders plead t;> 
the contrary. In fact, Monday will 
probably -ee half, of Akron's rub- 
ber workers out at the picket lines 
ready to battle the sheriff, so strong 
is the sentiment for the strikers. 

Quite obviou, ly this strike is a 
make or break propos tlon for un- 
ionism in the tire industry. The 
companies have "fully realized this. 
The rank and file has forced the 
union leaders to see it. Since this 
a mass production industry cap- 
able and demanding of industrial 
unionism, both "William Green and 
John Lewis are aware of the Is- 
sues Involved. So the center of the 
craft vs. Industrial un'on light 
wiChin the A. F. of L. ha-* been 
shifted to Akron. 

Green took honora in round one 
by telephoning the international 



Japanese Intervention Threatens Soviet Union 
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North China border. This pressure 
was bearing fruits. Chiang Kal- 
shek openly announced hia readi- 
ness to make his deal with Japan- 
ese Imperialism. The very day of 
the Tokyo coup, Hachlro Axita, the 
new Japanese ambassador to' China, 
arrived In Shanghai enroute to 
Nanking to open formal negotia- 
tions. 

Throughout the preliminaries to 
these negotiations the Japanese 
military openly announced that 
they preferred the direct method of 
open conquest. They continued to 
doubt the "sincerity" of Nanking's 
grovelling capitulation and contin- 
ued to rattle the sabre In the North. 
This only helped swing Nanking 
into line. 

Planned to Test U.S.S.R, 

Similarly with regard to the 
U.S.S.R. The multiplication of bor- 
der incidents along the Soviet and 
Outer Mongolian frontiers in recent 
weeks represented direct provoca- 
tion by Japanese imperialism, in an 
attempt to "feel out" Moscow's tem- 
per, especially along the Outer Mon- 
golian frontier, which Japan's mil- 
itarists wanted to test as a poten- 
tial battleground to discover the ex- 
act ei tent to which the Soviet 
Union would regard Mongolia' ! 
fight as its own. 

This was dangerous "testing" 
which was compensated for diplo- 
matically by an agreement to ^t 
up a "border commission" to adju- 
dicate the frontier disputes. 

The common theory about "dis- 
agreements"' between the "military 
clique" and the civilian tools ol 
Japanese imperiali m must always 
be qualified by the realisation that 
the two arms supplement each oth- 
er far more than they conflict. The 
Japanese military arm Is driving 
forward to serve the Interests of 
Japane e Imperialism. The civilian 
arm wants to keep that drive with- 
in certain limits dictated by self-in- 
terest and factors over which the 
Japanese bourgeoisie alone has no 
direct control. 

Aid to Japanese Diplomacy 

Seeming militarist "truculence" 
has proved very useful to Japanese 
diplomacy. The appearance of 
helplessness before uncontrollable 
tnilitari fs has enabled Japanese 
diplomacy to prevent itself from 
being laced Into the straltjacket of 
some imperialist horse trade around 
conference tables. It has enabled 
it to maintain a striking indepen- 
dence in Japan' own imperialist 
interests, although that has not 
been an unmixed blessing for Jap- 
anese imperialism. 

How regretful the Tokyo Foreign 
Office wfl' when the -Japanese army 
marched into Manchuria i With 
how straight a face could ambas- 
sadors visit Ibe chancelleries of 
Europe and America and deny the 
march of conquest during the very 
hours that it roared aero s the 
plains of Manchuria! 

No, let no one fall for the notion 
that those naughty soldier boys are 
doing anything that Mitsui and 
Mitsubishi & Co. (the Morgan and 
Wendels of Japan) do not want 
them to be doing ! 
"Conflict'' of Master and Servant 

Only in one sense can "conflict" 
he said lo exist. It i the conflict 
between a master and an arrogant 
servant, a servant moreover who 
lias known how to reach out to the 
pea an try to establish a Fascist 
base of his own. Japan's drive of 
imperialist conquest in China, its 
march toward war on the Soviet 
l'nion represents the basic nece si- 
ty of Japanese imperialism, crowded 
within the geographically and eco 
nomicaliy limited confines of a tiny 
archipelago. To carry out that 
drive Japanese imperialism has cre- 
ated a mighty military machine to 
which it must extend power and 
with whom it must share no small 
part of Ihe poils. 

However, it wants to conduct the 
drive at a tempo and a rate of ex- 
penditure commensurate with its 
possibilitie ' and seeks to keep its 
unwilling instrument within ihose 
limits. That is the role Takahashi 
has played. He ha opposed not the 
huge appropriations for the drive 
but the excess which could be pared 



union officers of the United Rub- 
ber Workers (if Amer ca that he 
would support them. Lewis has 
sent Adolph Germer and Leo Kryz- 
ycki. viee-pre ident of the Amalga 
mated Clothing Workers, to the 
strike scene. 

Already valuable lessons have 
been learned by the workers which 
will increase the power of the work- 
ing c!a s because of this stuggle. 
After 21 years of complete terror- 
zafion by the companies, smashing 
of all attempts at strikes and un- 
ionism, the companie have been 
foiled in their attempts to curb the 
present walkout. The worker are 
learning their own strength. "No 
matter what Goodyear does, they 
can't build tires wthout us," the 
tirebuilder says, determined he 
won't go back until a good settle- 
ment I : made and realizing . the 
company can't run without work, 
ers. That workers are the basis 
of all production. That profit Is 
Btolen from workers. 



ofi and make the burden a little 
lighter. For this he earned tie 
hatred of the swashbucklers. 
The Price of the Hireling 

But the Japanese bourgeoisie can- 
not avoid paying the price of its 
hireling. Just as the French bour- 
geoisie had to pay Its Napoleon III, 
like the Chinese, bourgeoisie has to 
pay Chiang Kai-shek, the German 
its Hitler, a ad so on down the line, 
the Japanese bourgeoisie may be 
finding itself compelled tomorrow to 
pay its Arakl, its Hayashi or its 
Kawashima or whatever general 
emerges to take the helm. 

Nor has this military machine 
failed to reach out for its own base. 
Not a small part of War Office pro- 
paganda has been directed "against" 
big capital on behalf of the horribly 
Impoverished Japanese peasantry. 
This was In part propaganda de- 
igned to knit the ranks, composed 
of peasant youth, largely, to the 
High Command. But it was also 
consciously in part the development 
of an Independent weapon which 
the High Command, could hold over 
the heads of the money bags. The 
army has po ed as the champion of 
moral righteousness as against the 
notorious corruption of Japanese 
politician It has even raised the 



banner of "social Justice." And It 
has allocated to itself the chief de- 
fense of the divinity of the Emperor. 

In this lie the bases of a Japanese 
military-Fascist dictatorship of a 
type which Is likely to emerge when 
Japanese imperialism enters its 
final life and death struggle for 
its future. 

Path Is Not Smooth 

But the path of Japanese imperi- 
alism, whether in khaki or in mufti, 
has not been entirely smooth, even 
during tbe~-e years of imperialist 
victory. In Japan Itself the drain 
of the war cost has reduced the 
proletariat and peasantry to the 
barest levels of existence. They are 
paying not only for the war being 
waged on the continent with bullets 
and bomb but for the war being 
waged on all world markets by 
Japanese products cheapened thru 
sweated labor. In tho army itself 
wide cracks have appeared in the 
Imposing facade of rigid, indoctrin- 
ated discipline. There have been 
mutlnie hushed by censorship ever 
since the beginning of tho Manchu- 
rian campaign. A thick stratum of 
the Japanese petty bourgeoisie has 
felt the sharp pinch. Nothing de- 
monstrated this more definitely, 
even though in di'guised form, than 



the recent ©lection turn to "medeca 
Hon." 

On Guard! 

All this provides the basis for a 
new intervention of the Japanese 
masses In the determination ot their 
own destiny. The war poller o* 
Japanese imperialism can dig Its 
own grave. War, especially war 
against the Soviet Union, can «Jrt 
will accelerate the development el 
revolutionary forces deep within tiie 
Japanese mas~. Solid with a worht 
proletariat defending the Soviet 
Union by taking up the straggle 
against imperialism on a worM 
scale (not supporting the capitalist 
regimes of the Soviet Union's tem- 
porary bourgeois allies!)) the Jap- 
anese proletariat can step Into toe 
van of that struggle and help wabig 
It to victory. 

Let us be on our guard I Ameri- 
can Imperialism will greedily lay 
up the fruits of a SovieOJapaaese 
conflict which it will turn to the 
advantage of Its own aims hi the 
Pacific. "When the inevitable «ob- 
flict finally comes, as now, one (*■* 
will be to gird for battle agalwt 
American imperialism. We will de- 
fend the Soviet Union by fight- 
ing its and our enemy In our ow* 
country. 



London Naval 
Conference 
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It may be wondered how the na- 
tions ever got together in a Naval 
Conference in the first place. In 
1921 the Washington Conference ac- 
tually saw an agreement between 
Great Britain, the United States, 
and Japan to limit their navies to 
a 5-5-3 ratio. But times were dif- 
ferent then, and the nations bad 
other immedfate interests. To a 
certain extent they were satisfied 
for the moment with the conquest' 
they bad made In the World War 
at the expense of Germany and 
Austria. TSey were economically 
exhausted by the war and did not 
feel they could stand the expense 
of an Immediate naval race. And 
they bad Jo make some convincing 
gestures to pacify their war-weary 
iwpulatlon -. All these Interests 
combined to make them amenable 
lo some real naval limitation. 

Since that time the capitalist 
world has been steadily preparing 
for the next war, and every suc- 
ceeding naval conference has reg- 
istered the decline of the forces 
that made for the Washington 
Naval Agreement of 1921. The ne- 
gotiation undertaken to modify 
and improve the Washington Agree- 
ment in 1927 broke off without any 
results. In 1930 another grand ges- 
ture at disarmament went up In 
smoke. And now the London Con- 
ference has lost Japan and is about 
to lo e Italy, two of the signers 
of the original agreement. 

Rearming on Eve of New War 

The London Conference meets on 
the eve of the next World War, 
The economic contradictions which 
prevented the nations from em- 
barking on an active war policy in 
1921 have to a certain extent been 
solved. Debts have been cancelled 
and tottering finances reinforced 
at the expense of the working 
class and the unemployed. The 
political ■ ituation Is much more 
favorable to war since the decline 
and fall of the revolutionary move- 
ment under the misleadership of 
the Stalintern. Now the imperial- 
ists have the openly expressed as- 
surance of both the Stalini t and 
Socialist leaders in the "democrat- 
ic' 1 countries that they will have 
Ihe support of the organized work- 
ing class for their next robber war. 
The nations vanquished in the la t 
war are rearming and getting ready 
to fight for a share in the spoils. 

The nations don't bother to hide 
their maneuvers for allies and po- 
sition. Britain propo e« an Anglo- 



German- American pact. Such a 
pact evidently has absolutely noih- 
ing to do with the limitation of 
armaments. It Is merely a pro- 
posal for a war alliance between 
Britain, the United States, and 
Germany. 

Britain's Stake 

Britain has two big iron- In the 
London Conference Are. They are 
trying to come to some agreement 
with the United States for con- 
certed action against Japan for the 
protection of American and British 
Interests in the Far East. At the 
same time the Britl h diplomats 
are trying to drag Germany into 
the conference against the opposi- 
tion of France. This Is in line 
with, their recent policy of playing 
Germany against France, 

As for France, she 1" still trying 
unsuccessfully trying to play Italy 
against Britain. While Britain Is 
using Germany to try to frighten 
France into giving up her over- 
tures to Mu'solini, France is try- 
ing to use Italy to frighten Britain 
Into giving up her overtu'res to 
Hitler. 

Germany apparently will not join 
the conference. But she has been 
invited to sign a separate treaty 
under the same terms with Britain 
alone. No doubt she will accept 
Britain's protection for her efforts 
to build up her naval war machine. 
America's Game 

It Is more than likely that the 
United States will come to some 
agreement with Britain over the 
Pacific. If not at the London Con- 
ference, sooner or later in a ecret 
or open treaty. The question for 
American diplomats revolves around 
the relative merits of the British 
colonies and China as markets. 
While Britain i finally the big- 
gest obstacle to American expan- 
sion, nevertheless American policy 
in the past ha- centered on China 
as an easier market to secure first. 

The capitalist press reports that 
the London Conference i a fail- 
ure. But this is hardly true. It 
was never intended to be anything 
more than an opportunity for the 
various nations to get together and 
observe each others' war policies 
at close range. The conference it- 
elf is nothing more than an inci- 
dent amid the continuing war pre- 
parations of the imperialists. The 
conference may be a failure for 
some of the* imperialists who were 
outmaneuvered and fail to get all 
the allies they wanted— but in the 
same measure it will be a uccess 
for their opponents. The only com- 
plete failure Is the failure of liber- 
als, who still think war is caused 
by Bad -talesmen and Bad nations, 
to learn anything from the confer- 
ence. 
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outside of the plant seeing to *t 
that the strikers get food and cloth- 
ing. At first the company refused 
to let food come in to the plant anfl 
it had to be smuggled inside over 
the fence, but finally the manage- 
ment wa< forced to let the men 
bring supplies in through the gate. 
The strikers also have radios and 
cards and Thursday night ther 
staged a "Major Bowes Amaten* 
Hour." The morale of the men Is 
high. 

The management has beea forced 
to move its offices to a dowatova 
Akron building. Although it hat 
threatened to eject the striken It 
hai made no move to do so. It re- 
calls too well that the strike break- 
ing efforts of the Ohio Insulator Co. 
resulted In the threat of a genentt 
strike by the Central Labor Unto* 
a few months back. 

The "■•it-down" is a labor tactic 
which has proven its worth i» 
Akron and its suburbs during the 
last month. Four times the workers 
at the major rubber shops have em- 
ployed it. Three times it has gained 
victories for the strikers. The 
fourth use .of. this tactic has re- 
sulted in the bitter 6trike now being 
fought at the Goodyear Tire and 
Rubber Co. 

The tactic is a very -imple one, 
The men go into the factory but 
stand by their machines without 
operating them. They see that no 
one else does either. Thus in the 
ma s production Industries a small 
number of workers are able to stop 
production. Up to the Columbia 
Chemical strike only a few workers 
in key departments have participat- 
ed. In the present strike the entire 
force ha ■ not only refused to ope- 
rate the machines hut have taken 
possession of ^he factory. 

With the possibility of a general 
trlke in Akron, the effect of a 
victory at Columbia will be tre- 
mendous, rt is not unlikely, also, 
that should the tie-up come in 
Akron, the Columbia strikers will 
sec that it i spread through Bar- 
fa or ton. 

The present strike is the second 
in two years. The first was a 
victory and it is from that time 
that the militancy of Barberton 
labor dates. 
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The Hunt tor Trotskyist Contraband 

HISIORY BOOKS FOR SALE! 

The INew Revision Under Way in U. S. S. R 



By JOHN G. WBIGHT 

nom the Kremlin down, the 
Stalinists la the Soviet Union arc 
haying the Jitters front a recent 
epoch-malting and horrible diseov- 
OTf made by none other than Stalin. 

While Stalin and his suite were 
marching from one "irrevocable-" 
triumph to the next, an unbeliev- 
able situation contined to develop 
in the rear: "On the Historical 
r>ont* While Stalin -was busy 
malting history in the very front 
fines, hie flunkies in the rear were 
manufacturing it according to the 
day-to-day prescription. With the 
changes in the objective situation, 
the meani and ways of falsifying 
history were varied. 

Bat now it turns out — as a matter 
*f Incontrovertible fact (for, Stalin 
himself says so)— that the science 
■of tuVtory in the Soviet Union is, 
by and large. In the camp of coun- 
ter revolution I 

TOe gravity of the situation la 
illustrated sufficiently by the fact 
tnas on January 26, 1936, a special 
OommlsJon of Twelve, with Zhdan- 
ov as Chairman, was appointed by 
Stalin to save what can be saved. 

Naturally, the Commission faces 
a eoloesal problem. In its work It 
runs up against tremendom difflcul- 
tte*. In the words of Pravda itself : 

"Strange as it may seem, this 
work has run up against difficulties 
in Hie sphere of the History of the 
U-&&R. It is well worth dwelling 
upon these difficulties because they 
concern not a small group of 
authors but the condition of onr 
Historical Science." (Lead ng ar- 
ticle In Pravda, Jan. 27, 1936. Our 
emc&asts.) 

"liquidating" Pokrovsky 

On the 19th year of the October 
revolution, on the very threshold of 
Oommuniro, after all classes had 
been irrevocalbly eliminated, "our 
historical science" is in such an 
awful and ominous condition that 
Stalin must Intervene and appoint 
no less than twelve "peeialists (in- 
cluding Radek and Bukharin) to 
relieve the situation. This Is not 
only a strange state of affairs, but 
a «ondition well worth looking into. 

The firt inkling of the Crisis "on 
the historical front" came to the 
uninitiated In the form of a world- 
wide attack launched by Stalin's 
pen-prostitutes (with Radek at the 
head) against the historian M. N. 
Pokrovsky. 

This late and unlamented cholar 
was one of the recognized figure- 
heads of the official school of Stalin- 
ist bister' ans. In the textbooks he 
was invariably referred to as the 
"Great Historian", which translated 
Into Bngl'sh means that his par- 
ticular version of history wa as- 
sumed by the bueraucracy to be 
entirely in its own interests. But 
that was yesterday. Today, Pravda 
ha" irrevocably declared that: 

"The harmful traditions of the 
school of M. N. Pokrovsky have not 
been 1 quidated in the sphere of the 
History of the U.S.S.R." (Jan. 27) 
In other words, we have here an 
official decree'to "liquidate" imme- 
diately Pokrovsky (already, a suc- 
cesfal corpse) . . . and "his school". 
But as we have already learned 
from Pravda itself, this is not any 
htstor'an living or dead but a con- 
dition of things that surpases mere 
liquidation of individuals. The 
name of Pokrovsky is merely a 
symbol to denote that the evil ex- 
tends even to the Hereafter. In 
point of fact, the Stalini t bureauc- 
racy is now in process of liquidating 
its own falsification of history sery- 
fd up In its own school books. 
The Official Decree 
The decree issued by the C.B.C. 
of the C.P.S.U. and the Council of 
Peoples' Commisars makes no re- 
rerence to Pokrovsky or any "chop! 
but bluntly states the following : 
"A Commission composed of 
comrades Zhdanov (Cha'rman), 
Itadek, Svanidze, Oorln, Lukin, 
1'akovlev, By trianski. Zatonskl, 
Faisulla Khodjniev, Bauman, Bu- 
bnov and Bukharin is appo'nted 
to examine and improve and 
wherever necessary revise the 
already written textbooks on his- 
tory. 

"The Commi sion is empowered 
to organize groups to examine 
specific textbooks, and also to 
announce prize competitions to 
replace those textbooks which it- 
will f nd nece sary to revise fun- 
damentally. First and foremost 
are to be examined the textbooks 
on the elementary course in- the 
History of the U.S.S.R. and Mod- 
ern History. (Our emphasis). 

(Signed) J. Stalin 
V. Molotov". 
We reprint this decree in full 
■ because it best characterizes the 
real appral al of the condition of 
the Stalinfst Sc'ence of History. 
Stalin (in the name of -the C.P.S.U. 
and the Soviet Union!) has repudi- 
ated lock, stock and barrel ah own 
"science." To our knowledge, th's 
is the first public admission of 
failure on such a wholesale -cale 
by the Infallible and. Beloved 
Scient'st. 

But. the causes for this remark- 
able admission, for this sudden re- 
valuation of historical values are 
■very plain and rather simple. In- 
•deed, they can be summed up ftj a 
*ringle word: Trotskylrro! 



I lea, "Trotskyism", so often liqu'd- 
ated, exterminated and buried by 
Stalin and his henchmen i^ now a 
mass movement In the Soviet Union. 
During the recent "technical check- 
up", thousands of Totskylsts were 
"expelled" from the party. No 
sooner wa~. this cleansing concluded 
than it was Immediately necessary 
to Institute another purge (this 
time, a .mere exchange of "new party 
cards for the old and tattered 
ones"). A per. istent drive on a 
vast scale Is now going on to pre- 
pare and execute this new purge. 
We shall content ourselves here by 
quoting an eloquent paragraph from 
an article by V. Shubrlkov, secre- 
tary of the Quibihev District: 
"We must not forget revolu- 
tionary vigilance for a single 
moment. We have no right what- 
ever to think all the alien and 
hostile class elements have al- 
ready been exposed and driven 
out of the party. We have no 
right to allow our class vigilance 
to flag for a single moment. We 
have learned a great deal during 
the cheek-up of party credentials. 
But we must not forget that the 
class enemy, too, has learned 
something. _ For, we exposed not 
a few double-dealers, Zinoviev- 
ist-, Trctskyists, and all sorts of 
other anti-Soviet elements whose 
party papers were in perfect 
order. As is well known, a sec- 
tion of the Trotskyist ", Zinovlev- 
ists had a close consp rative 
organization, carrying on their 
undermining activities under the 
mask of 'honest' and 'devoted' 
party members". (Pravda. Feb. 
3, 1936. Our emphass). 
These words hardly require any 
comment. Every syllable sounds the 
alarm. The entire Soviet press ii 
now urging full blast all its local 
G.P.U. agents to be on guard not to 
telai their vigilance for an instant, 
and not fail "this time" to do a 
thorough and final Job of "unmask- 
ing and expelling" the Trotskyi ts. 
Contraband in Official Textbooks 

The bureaucracy is in a frenzy 
over the "great deal" that it has 
learned during the last check-up, 
and the "great deal" it obviously 
expects to learn from its present 
purge (February 1 to May 1) — 
evidently a great deal more than it 
had ever -urmised. In their fury, 
the Stalinist usurpers are seeking 
to plug any possible channel 
through wh 'Ch revolutionary Ideas 
might seep into the consciousness of 
the student youth and the new gen- 
rations of workers. 

Today, the Stalinists think that 
they have uncovered one of the im- 
portant leaks through which "Trot- 
skyism" finds its way to the masse.'. 
No more, no less. The fnl ifiers of 
history are certain that their own 
textbook are not false enough. The 
trouble, you see, lies with the way 
history i > being taught in the 
schools! 

"Our historical science" is in a 
terrible condition, says Pravda. 
Why? Listen: 



"... In the sphere of Russian 
history, there has not yet( !} been 
accompli hed the work of scrapping 
non-Bolshevik traditions which . . . 
comrade Stalin (posed) in his work 
'Some Questions Relating to the 
History of Bol~hevism\ which, as 
is well known, posed in its full 
scope before our histor'ans the 
quetlon of liquidating semi-Men- 
shevist, semi-Centrist ideas, and 
Trotskyist contraband in our hi tor- 
leal literature." 

Radek Whines 

A task set by Stalin in January, 
1932 remains "unfulfilled" by Janu- 
ary, 1938. What was Stalin doing 
all thir- time? He was very busy. 
Small wonder, that Radek was in- 
structed to write a tremendous ar- 
ticle in the self-same issue of Prav- 
da (Jan. 27). Our Mademoi elle 
Fifi in Journalism, too, whines : 

"Our historians have not yet as- 
similated the great historical lega- 
cy of Marx, Engels and Lenin; this 
is very clearly proved by the very 
fact of the supremacy of the school 
of Pokrovsky in the sphere of Rus- 
sian hi'tory, by Hie fact of the in- 
surmountable influence of Luxem- 
burgism and Trotskyism, in the 
treatment of modern history as a 
whole, at a time when the ■ tormy 
course of history has placed the 
historians face to face w th a whole 
series of que tions of paramount 
importance." (Our emphasis) 

Their own falsified history looms 
a ' a source of danger in the storms 
Ihey see ahead. The "enemy" lurks 
n most unexpected places. Even 
the Captain himself Is no great 
comfort against the tempe'-t. He 
adds his own thunderbolts to t£e 
already overcast skies, and only 
provide"! the enemy with ammuni- 
tion. 

A "Faction of Communism" 

He is thundering today as he did 
in August S, 1934 against the fact 
that the textbooks do not properly 
treat: "the struggle- of tendencies 
in the ruling Communist Party in 
the U.S.S.R., and the struggle 
aga nst Trotskyism as a manife ta- 
Hon of petty bourgeois counter-rev- 
olution." (Decree signed by Stalin, 
Zhdanov, and Kirov, August 8, 
1934). But in January, 1932 he alo 
thundered against the wrong line 
of his h'storlans: "There are some 
Bolshevik! who are of the opinion 
that Trotskyi m is a faction of 
Communism, and though It is er- 
roneous and commits foolt h and 
even anti-Soviet acts still it is a 
faction of Communism" ; and he 
called upon all historian : to strug- 
gle against Trotsyism as the "ad- 
vanced troop of the counter-revolu- 
tionary bourgeosie" (On Some 
Questions Relating to the History 
of Bolshevism," see The Commun- 
is, p. 75, Jan. 1932). Yet Stalin 
h mselt insisted that Trotskyism 
was (once upon a time) a "faction 
of Communism". Back in the ame 
year, 1932, after Stalin had already 
"posed in its full 'cope before the 
historians the question of liqu dat- 
ing, . . Trofc kyist contraband in our 



historical literature," one of his 

zealous historians Immediately 
tried to oblige him by broadcasting 
the historical fact that Trotskyism 
never had anything to do with 
Communism, being an unadulterat- 
ed and permanent species of count- 
er-revolution. What did Stalin do? 
Absorbed as he was constructing 
socialism in the Soviet Union, and 
helping Hitler come into power In 
Germany, he nevertheless took time 
off to reply to this historian, one 
Olekhnovlch. Chiding him, he 
wrote: 

Stalin's Letter 

Dear Comrade Olekhnovicb, 

Your letter' received. Excuse 
the delay as I am overloaded 
with work. 

I find myself utterly unable to 
agree with you, comrade Olefch- 
novich. And here is the reason 
why: 

It is not true that Trotskyism 
was never a faction of Commun- 
ism. ... IT WOULD BE LUDI- 
CROUS TO DENY FACTS THAT 
ABE KNOWN TO EVERYBODY, 
as a faction hi the C.P.S.U., re- 
corded in the resolutions of con- 
ventions and congresses of the 
C.P.S.U. ...(Our emphasl ). 

Ergo: It is impermissible to 
asiert that Trotskyism (Trotsky- 
ites) WERE ALWAYS a faction 
of Menshevism, for such a rop- 
positlon must logically lead to the 
notion that during the period 
from 1917 to 1927 onr party wai 
the party of a BLOC between the 
Bolsheviks and the Mensheviks, 
and not a MOSOLITHIC Bolshe- 
vik party, whieh is utterly incor- 
rect and incompatible with the 
foundations of Bolshevism. . . 
(Emphasis in the original). 

What other way out remains? 
Only one, namely: let us agree 
upon the fact that during a 'cer- 
tain historical segment of time' 
Trotskyism represented a faction 
of Communisme— a faction vacil- 
lating between Bolshevism and 
Menshevism. 

(Signed) J. Stai : n. 
(Dated) Jan. 15, 1932. 
Today, any historian, any time, 
anywhere in the U.S.S.R. who 
would dare to repeat this species 
of Stalin's permanent vaclllat on 
would find himself rotting in Jail 
for life. 

Only four years ago (see, Bolshe- 
vik, No. 18, Aug. 30, 1932, pages 46- 
48) the Jovial Captain h melf was 
of the opinion that it is absurd to 
deny "fact known to ' everybody," 
and was obviously convinced that 
the task of historical -eience con- 
sisted in fitting well-known (and 
unfortunately recorded) facts into 
a tissue of "interpretation,-" and 
falsifications. That, in his eyes, was 
the great merit of the "Pokrov, ky 
school in history". Under {he guise 
of erudition, facts, dates and docu- 
ments, they falsified history to meet 
the needs of their master. 

But our Captain, as usual, proved 
iufall bly wrong. Today, he is a 
danger to him, elf. Today, his old 
falsification of history is no longer 
adequate — it is only 99.0 percent 
falsified: here and there a fact 
floats to the surface, and mudd e 
■up the clear waters. A new school 
of historians is therefore nece sary. 
Men unaccustomed to dealing with 
facts are needed. Men more cun- 
ning than the schemer in the fairy- 
tale who tried to steal Aladdin' ■ 
mag c lamp. 



How the Social Insurance Laws 

Operate in Capitalist England 



EDINBURGH, Scotland— 

In pre-war day Germany was 
the scene of exeriments in social 
insurance. Todas - , Britain Is the 
country where capitalism spend ■ 
millions of Pounds in the relief of 
sick, aged, unemployed and disabled 
workers. A the U. S. A. seems 
about to embark upon a similar 
course, it may interest American 
workers to know just how Briti h 
capitalism operates social insurance 
and what effects it ha upon the 
working class. 

1. Health Insurance and Old Age 
Pensions 

State in urance against sickness 
or disablement was introduced in 
the year 1911 and is based upon 
contributions paid by wage workers 
and employers and a grant from 
State fund '. The scheme embraces 
ail manual workers (with few ex- 
ceptions) who earn less than 250 
pounds per year. The employer 
pays 10s per week and the worker 
lOd per week but the female work- 
ers pay le s. Should the worker 
fall sick and be unable to work, he 
is entitled to receive free medical 
treatment and medicine and 15S per 
week for 26 weeks with rduced 
benefit thereafter. The wife of an 
insured worker receives 2 pounds 
upon the birth of a child while the 
act allow- additional benefits out 
of any surplus funds for dental' 
treatment, eye treatment or extra 
cash benefit. Doctors receive pay- 
ment of a certain sum per year for 
every person regl tered on their 
panel and chemists receive money 
for medicine so dispensed, so that 
the Act ha 1 ! been a gold mine for the 
medical profession. 

The scheme Is administered by 
Approved Societies such a ; Trade 
Unions, Friendly Societies, or As- 
surance Societies who are in turn 
upervised by District Insurance 
Committee set up by the state. like 
all state schemes it has suffered 
from a series of weakness** such as 



irritating red tape procedure, faulty 
medical treatment, adulterated med- 
icine and inadequate cash benefits. 
A recent innovation has been the 
payment of ID per week Old Age 
Pensions to all insured contribu- 
tors upon reaching the age of 65. 
But the aged person then loses 
the right of any cash benefit when 
sick or unemployed when idle, so 
that the veterans of industry de 
clare that they have been « wind- 
led, and so it seems. If a person 
is idle for more than two . years 
and fall to pay arrears in con- 
tributions then he loses cash bene- 
fit when sick and if he is idle too 
long, he fall out of the scheme 
altogether and loses everything. 
Old Age Pensions are paid to per- 
sons who are not contributor to 
(ho scheme only when they reach 
the age of '70 and only after being 
able to prove that their income is 
not more than 26 pounds per year. 
As not even the mighty minds of 
the National Government have been 
able to reveal how an aged Per- 
on can exist upon 10s per week 
in capitalist Britain it can easily 
be understood that there is great 
poverty in the world of aged per- 
sons in. Britain. 

2. Workmen's Compensation 
and Assurance 

Alongside of the Health insur- 
ance Act runs the Workmen's Corn- 
pen ation Act* which legalizes the 
payment by an employer of com- 
pensation to an employee who 
meets with an accident or becomes 
infected with, an industrial dis- 
ease while at work. The. victim 
of an accident is entitled to a lump 
sum of money or a weekly pay- 
ment of half wagei dp to a max- 
imum of 30s per week for 26 weeks 
when he must then be tested by 
a court to see If he is still unfit 
for work. Before he receives any 
money, however, the worker mn~t 
prove that the accident was not 
due to neglect or carelessness on 



his part and must produce witnes - 
ness to prove thilt the accident or 
disease was really the outcome of 
Work. At thi point it becomes 
necessary for the worker to ob- 
tain legal advice, and in steps our 
old friend the lawyer, and by the 
time the case is settled the worker 
is often dead or tarving or has 
accepted, an offer from the agents 
of his employer, which usually is 
an extremely modest sum. ,Woe 
betide the worbei; who has to claim 
Workmen' Compensation. He may 
even win his case and then lose — 
his job. 

Yet another link in the chain of 
social insurance is the now legal- 
ized busine s of Assurance Com- 
panies who trade in death and 
endowment policies, whereby a 
worker can insure his relatives at 
so much per week and in the event 
of their attaining a certain age he 
will receive probably 25 pounds or 
upon their death 12 pound . In 
this way the poor pay for death 
and keep capitalism alive. 
3. Unemployment Insurance 

Probably no legislation lias 
played so prominent a part in post- 
war Briti h politics as the Unem- 
ployment Insurance Acts. Intro- 
duced, previous to the war, to em- 
brace a limited number of building 
trades worker , the sceme was 
broadened to embrace all manual 
workers who earn les : than 250 
pounds per year with the excep- 
tion of certain corporation, gov- 
ernment, railway, agricultural and 
domestic workers. Like the flealth 
Insurance scheme, the Unemploy- 
ment sceme has never paid its 
way while it has brought govern- 
ments down and has been the 
means of propping up others. In 
order to obtain benefit, a worker 
muBt report at the local employ- 
ment exchange where be registers 
hi-'- claim for benefit. 

If he can prove that he has paid 
30 contributions, to the Unemploy- 
( Continued on Page 4) 



Daily Worker Distorts Lenin's Teachings 

WHAI PRICE ALLIANCES? 

Social Patriotism Scorns World Revolution 



By DAN EASTMAN 

Almo-t daily in the last week or 
two in the Daily "Worker, Theodore 
Repard has turned his weighty 
theoretical artillery on the Young 
Socialists. The noise is terrific. 

On Monday, February 24th, page 
2 of the Daily (Worker he delivers 
a -alvo' under the title, "Young So- 
cialist Leaders Are Beginning to 
Rue Amuck on the Question of 
War." 

It is time to sound the alarm, says 
Repard, (order; from Moscow — see 
the last issue of the the New Mili- 
tant) , the Young Socialists are 
drawing close to "all that !• vile 
which parades in the name of 're- 
volution.' " 

He begins with Gus Tyler, one of 
the YPSb leaders: 

"How does Tyler approach the 
war que tion? 

"fTo begin with Tyler believes 
that the whole question is 'compara- 
tively simple,' as he stated at the 
debate. We, of cour e, part com- 
pany with him right here. For us 
the question of war raises some 
fairly complex question , some of 
which cannot be settled by an epi- 
gram. We make no bones about it. 
Neither did Lenin." 

This profound observation is the 
urn and substance of "Article I" 
of Repard's attack. He goes on to 
show that Lenin, in bis instruction 
to the Hague Delegation on Decem- 
ber 4th, 1922, urged the comrades 
not to be taken in by the "simple" 
declarations of the reformists that 
they would answer war with "trike 
or revolution." Then he attacks 
Tyler for taking the "simple" defi- 
nition of the slogan, "Turn the 
imperialist war into civil war." 
That i ■ all. In other words, the 
whole of "Article I", is devoted to 
an attack on any "simple" attitude 
toward the war question. A rather 
"simple" trick in itself for conceal- 
ing the fact that Repard ha; com- 
pletely failed to answer "the fairly 
complex questions" put to him and 
the YCL by Tyler and the YPSL. 
What Lenin Said 

Repard failed to give the full 
quotation from Lenin's instruc- 
tions to the Hague delegation. 
After urging them not to be taken 
in by the reformists ''simple" de- 
clarations, Lenin said : "First, 
therefore, clarification on the 
question of 'national defence.' 
Second, clarification of the ques- 
tion of 'defeatism.' Third, clarifi- 
cation of the only possible way 
to struggle again, t war — by 
means of the creation and main- 
tenance of an illegal organization 
for continuous war against the 
war ... all this must be primary." 
It eems that Repard "makes no 
bones" alwut bare faced treachery. 
He gives the first part of the quota- 
tion, omits the second, and then 
spend the rest of the article attack-. 
uig Tyler for doing whiit Lenin 
urged in the second part of the 
quotation. It was exaetly the ques- 
tion of national defense, defeatism, 
and war on war that Tyler put to 
Green again and again in hi de- 
bate. And it was exactly these 
questions that Green "simply* 1 fail- 
ed, to answer. 

"When Tyler ■ ays that we must 
threaten revolution it follows that 
we must be in a position to 
threaten revolution otherwise we 
will be playing with words." From 
this Repard conclude Jhat, as Ty- 
ler is not in a position to threaten 
revolution, his attitude leads to 
"pas ivi-ty" and "playing with 
words." But it is not Tyler who 
i-s playing with words. 

Lenin "threatened revolution" 
in Bus ia for more than twenty 
years but was in a "position to 
threaten revolution" twice; once 
in 1905 and once in 1917. Was 
Lenin merely "playing with 
words" the ret of the time? 
Rcjiard neglects to answer the 
question about national defense, de- 
feati m. ifud war on war. But they 
have been answered for him. The 
Stalinists are in favor of national 
defense of countries allied with the 
Soviet Onion, -they are opj>osed to 
revolutionary defeat! m in such 
countries, they abandon the war on 
war. 

In France, for instance, they arc 
in favor of national defense accord- 
ing to the terms of the Stalin-Laval 
pact which specifically approves the 
activitie ■ of the French Imperialist 
Government in building up its na- 
tional defense machine "to the level 
of security." They are opposed to 
revoltil ionary defeatism, for in a 
war with France allied with the 
Soviet Union revolutionary defeat- 
ism would be "treachery", accord- 
ing to one of the leader ■ of the 
YCL, Cbemedanov. What is left of 
the war against war in France? 
Nothing. 

Repard says, that he "parts com- 
pany" with Tyler on the "simpli- 
city" of the war problem. He ays 
It is "fairly complex". But there 
is nothing complex about the Stalin- 
ist po ltion — it is "simple" treachery 
according to the very tests that 
Lenin urged the Hague delegation 
in the quotation Which Repard so 
dishonestly neglect" to complete. 
So much for "article I." 

Article 11 appears on Page 5 of 
the Daily "Worker for Wednesday, 
February 26th. "Certain of the So- 
cialist Youth leader ■ like Tyler are 
drawing dangerously close to all 



that is vile that parades In the 
name of 'revolution.' " Perhaps Re- 
pard forgot that he said the same 
thing in the same words In the ladt 
article. This "all that is vile that 
parades in the name of revolution" 
■eems to haunt Repard. Maybe he 
picked up the phrase from Gottwald 
that Czech leader, who after voting 
for the war budget in the Czecho- 
slovakiau parliament, went home to 
write an attack on Otto Bauer for 
flirting with the idea that Stalin 
and th© Soviet Union were anything 
but "one indivisible whole,", *'in- 
dissolubly bound together." 

"We tell our Socialist Comrade", 
frankly that the next step after 
'pier's present position is to call 
for open struggle again t the Soviet 
Union." says the Stalinist sage. 
Why? Because Tyler can't answer 
whether the Soviet Union 1-j a 
beacon or a burden. "No wonder 
he replied when asked this question 
by Green that he could no more 
answer this question than one whe- 
ther the A. F. of L., or craft unions, 
or the Social Democratic union ; of 
Germany before Hitler were bea- 
cons or burdens." 

Indignation is no Reply 

Imagine comparing the Soviet 
Union to craft unions, to the A. F. 
of L., to the German trade unions, 
says Repard in a fit of indignation 
— and let ■ it go at that. lie fails 
to answer the question : Is the Sov- 
iet Union a working class organiza- 
tion, or is it the Stalinist bureauc- 
racy, beyond mi take and above 
criticism? 

When progressive trade unionists 
attack William Green all his little 
hired lackeys begin to howl that 
they are attacking the trade union:. 
How does this differ from Repard 
who, when Tyler attacks the policies 
of the bureaucracy of the Soviet 
Union, begins to howl that he Is at- 
tacking the Soviet Union itself? It 
differ •• not at all except that Green's 
lackeys have not yet sunk so low on 
the intellectual scale as to claim 
that the A. F. of L. is "one indiv- 
isible whole", "indi solubly bound 
together." No amount of righteous 
indignation from Repard can con- 
ceal his lackey adoration of the 
Stalinist bureaucracy to which he 
is "indissolubly bound", like a "lave 
to his master. 

Repard then turns his scintillat- 
ing intellect to the problem of al- 
liances: "Almost word for word this 
argument is repeated in Tyler's 
pamphlet. On page 12 we find that 
'the Communi t International . . . 
seeks alliances with the capitalist 
cla s of other nations.' On page 
17 we find that "alliances do not 
prevent or minimize wars ; alliances 
give rise to counter alliances and 
finally to world war between bigger 
and better alliances. 

"What does thi position amount 
to? Namely that the Soviet Union 
will be responsible for the next 
war." 

Repard here accuses Tyler of say- 
ing that war is cau ed by alliances. 
This he does by means of a quota- 
tion torn out of context. Tyler 
correctly presented the Marxist 
position on war in hi pamphlet, 



then he went' on to analyze one of 
its aspects. Repard seizes on this 
la t incidental analysis and makes 
It appear to be the main content of 
Tyler's pamphlet. 

Nonsense on War 

If alliances were the cause of 
war, the Soviet Union would be 
directly responsible for war, and so 
would every other nation that enter- 
ed an alliance — and the struggle 
against war would be reduced te 
a struggle against alliances. But 
thi*; is nonsense, and Tyler never 
said it. 

War Is caused by the economic 
conflicts which are incessant under 
capitalism. The only struggle 
against war is the struggle against 
capitalism. Whether or not the 
Soviet Union enters an alliance will 
not ^top war. 

What Tyler was trying to explaU 
in his pamphlet was that alliances 
cannot stop war — all they can do 
is alter the line-up. 

Repard accuse-- Tyler of saying 
that alliances are responsible for 
war — and then Instead of correcting 
this false impre sion goes on to at- 
tack Tyler as If alliances could 
stop war. What is there left of the 
fundamental Marxist conception of 
war? Nothing. War 1 ; reduced to 
the unfortunate chance of an alli- 
ance — and the struggle against war 
to the struggle for allies tor the 
Soviet Union. 

Alliances and the USSR 

"The Soviet Union is a Socialist 
power whieh could never be a 
partner to an imperial! t alliance". 
says Repard. It Is not in the fact 
that the Soviet Union takes advan- 
tage of imperialist alliances that the 
treachery lies— but in the fact that 
the Stalini t clique sacrifices the 
working class struggle against cap- 
italism and its war machines a j the 
price for the alliance. It la BO* 
that the Soviet Union has formed 
an alliance with Franco — It Is that 
Stalin has recognized - the French 
imperial! t army as the price for 
the alliance that makes It treacheTT- 
Neither Lenin nor Trotsky nor Mara 
nor Engels could oppose the Soviet 
Union taking advantage of Imperial- 
ist alliances. Yet Repard say. that 
the statement that the USSR Is 
partner to an imperialist alliance 
is "the mo t infamous of all slaa- 
ders." This he qualifies by accusing 
Tyler of saying that the Soviet 
Unon is an imperiall t partner of 
an imperialist alliance. But neither 
Tyler nor the "Trotskyists" have 
advanced the theory that the Soviet 
Union itself was an imperial! t 
power. That is also nonsense used 
by Repard to ' dl tract attei>tIon 
from the issue at. stake . . . which Is, 
riot the alliance but the price of the 
alliance. 

That price is the betrayal of tlie 
working class. 
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Two Pamphlets 



"THE ROAD FOR 
REVOLUTIONARY SOCIALISTS" 

War and the Workers is written by John West. He needs 
no introduction to you. The Road for Revolutionary Social- 
ists is written by Fred Zdier. He is the acknowledged leader 
of the French Socialist youth. 

Fred Zeller was expelled from the Socialist youth organ- 
ization by the agen's of Leon Blum and his Old Guard some 
time ago, together with twelve other youth comrades. The 
young Socialists, however, remained supporters of ihe revo- 
lutionary position presented by Fred Zeller and his co-work- 
ers. They remained supporters in the continuation of the 
struggle for (his position. How this struggle has been 
carried on and how comrade Zeller and his co-workers came 
to a revolutionary position, and came to be supporters of 
the Fourth International, is described in this ii^tle pamphlet. 
The introduction is by Leon Trotsky. 




"WAR AND THE WORKERS" 

The pamphlet, War and the Workers, presents a searching 
analysis of the nature and causes of modern war. It deals 
with the problem of sanctions, neutrality, and the role of 
the League of Nations. It presents a scathing indictment of 
the various forms of pacifism and social-patriotism and out- 
lines a concrete program of struggle against imperialist war. 

The price of this pamphlet is ioc per copy; in lots of ten 
or more, ?c per copy. The price of the Zeller pamphlet is 
5c per copy; in lots of ten or more, 3c per copy. 

Here is an opportunitv. Take advantage of it. 
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Father of His Country low 
Sires "People's ffrwnt" 



The sentimental outpourings In 
the Stalini' t press on the occasions 
of the birthdays of Lincoln and 
Washington outraged many advan- 
ced workers. When Stalinism has 
already revealed a full-blown pro- 
gram of social-patriotism, it may 
seem superfluous to show how the 
Stalinists have "forgotten" how to 
analyze history. Nevertheless, their 
antics revealed an old truth : to 
break with Marxism at one point 
means eventually breaking with 
Marxism at every point 

The Stalini' t celebration of 
Washington and Lincoln's birthdays 
was part of the campaign for a 
Farmer-Labor party. Every article 
and editorial beginning wl>'i Lin- 
coln or Washington ended in a hor- 
tatory appeal to the farmer, the 
middle-classes, and the workers to 
get together to form a two-ela s 
Sparty. To find a warrant for 
"linking up" [Washington and Lin- 
coln with the present Stalinist om- 
mibus naturally involved a great 
deal of violence both to American 
history and to Marxism. 

Tradition — Bourgeois and 
Proletarian 

Broadly speaking, there are two 
very different tendencies In mod- 
ern hi tory, which Marxists have 
been at some pains to distinguish 
from each other: (1) the forerun- 
ners of the proletarian revolution , 
(2) the revolutionists of other 
classe", that is, bourgeois and 
petty-bourgeois revolutionists. 

Marx, Engels, Lenin, Men ring 
and other real Marxists have al- 
ways made a clear di Unction be- 
tween those revolutionists who 
constitute direct predecessors cf 
the modern proletarian struggle a' 



CPers Discover Workers* Hero lm 
Slave Owner Georfte Washington 



distinct from those whose Ideology 
showed no trace of any organ!': 
connection with the struggle of the 
proletariat. 

Thus, In treating i-f the first 
struggle* against feudalism, ling- 
ers carefully distinguishes Ihe de- 
mands of the middle classes from 
the more thorough-going; demand J 
of the peasant-plebian groups who 
gropingly and In religious terms 
already reached beyond modern 
bourgeois society. Although real- 
istically estimating the more im- 
portant results at that time of 
Wycliffe and Luther, Engels makes 
clear that it is not they who are 
our direct predecessors, but John 
Ball and Thomas Muenzer. 

So, -too, in estimating the French 
revolution the roles of Danton and 
Robe -pterre are in no way mini- 
mized, but Marxists have shown 
that our tradition comes down 
through figures like Babeuf. 

We could give dozens of exam- 
ples from Marxian historical writ- 
ings, but ihe point i'i really a very 
simple one. So far as Marxists 
have gone to history for direct in- 
spiration, they have sought it in 
those hi torical figures whose ideo- 
logy had. a social content connect- 
ing it with the proletariat. 
Washington's Role 

Serious Marxists, therefore, 
would not for a moment speak of 
Washington'^ tradition as connec- 
ted with that of the working class. 
As a representative of the commer- 
cial planting aristocracy, his aims 
in the Revolution were far differ- 



Austrian Centrist Party 
lakes the Count 



Among the participants in the 
I.A.G. conference {Lontf«n Bureau 
of Left Socialist Organizations) in 
February 1035 wa the Viennese 
Group, "Hot© Front" (Red Front). 
In order to complete the picture of 
the famous Sapist (derived from 
the name S.A.P., Socialist Workers 
Party of Germany— Tr.) Interna- 
tional it is worth tiie trouble to 
briefly depict the birth and. . . the 
collapse of this group. 

The Red Front arose immediately 
after the event" of February 1934 
and was composed of numerous left 
wing leaders and o£ worker ele- 
ments of the social democracy ivlio 
had drifted to it. In this period of 
ferment In the illegal movement, it 
was the organ izationai ex pre sion 
of large sections of workers who 
were brcakng with reformism ami 
on the road to revolution, via ren- 
trfsm. For every revolutionary 
Marxist, it was already clear at 
thi' time that only clearly defined 
revolutionary principles could pre- 
vent this new group from collapsing 
under the impact of the powerful 
apparatuses of the bureaucratic 
centrists of the right and the left. 
However, the Red Front justified 
it existence by the defense of the 
idea of the united front and on the 
sentimental recognition of the 
U.S.S.R. 

"Red Front" Disintegrates 

The Inevitable happened. The 
leaders of the Red Front emigrated 
to Moscow, and the revolutionary 
workers, not seeing any need for a 
sub Htute for a united front be- 
tween the S.P. and the C.P., re- 
turned to the two major parties. 
Only a small number of stalwarts 
(about 200), of extremely hetero- 
geneous composition, remained. Sin- 
cere worker elements in the rank 1 ;, 
with an understandable organiza- 
tion patriotism, made desperate ef- 
forts to continue the work. The 
tops were composed for the most 
part of overcautious intellectuals, 
a typical centrist formation eter- 
nally preoccupied, with not crossing 
the prejudices of their "masses" 
and of balancing themselve < be- 
tween "extremes." Their great hope 
was that the decomposition of the 
workers parties would create new 
opportunities for an "intermediary 
.party". The leadership never reach- 
ed the point of elaborating clear 
principle . Its political documents 
were the result of innumerable am- 
putation and mutual compromises 
of divergent opinions. The result : 
kneeling before the Soviet bureauc- 
racy with some minor "reserva- 
tions"; internationally, for the unity 
of the Second and Third Interna- 
tional'; nationally, against unity, 
for a new parly. 

Those who were able to get over 
the hurdle of these continual con- 
tradictions fell into a complete, blind 
alley. It was at this time that the 
historic conference of Che I.A.G. 
came to their aid. At last an in- 
ternational grouping where the prin- 
ciple of mutual absolution and not 
the mutual irreconcilability of prin- 
ciple^ prevailed The Red Front be- 
came an enthusiastic partisan of 
"world-wide action for peace" and 
or "revolutionary unity". A close 
collaboration between the Red Front 
and the S.A.P. ensued. Us basis 
wa": strict protection from any 
Interference In the policy of either 
of the partners 

In the meantime the primacy of 



"action for peace" passed from 
Schwab and Doriot to Stalin and 
Leon Rlum, from the Red Front to 
Kopienig ( leader of the Austrian 
C.P.) and Otto Bauer. If the I.A. 
G. could reconcile disa rmament 
with revolutionary defeatism, there 
was no reason why the revolution- 
ary socialists ( new name of the 
Austrian S.P.) could not reconcile 
the dictatorship of the proletariat 
with the "Provisional Anti-Fascist 
Government", the revolutionary pol- 
icy against war with the demand of 
Austrian "neutrality" guaranteed by 
the Entente. It only remained for 
the 'Red Front to note that "there 
are no longer any serious differ- 
ences" with the party which it had 
left and -to submit to the patronage 
of Otto Bauer in the name of "re- 
volutionary unity". 

Evdently, this is not a question 
of entry in it elf.but of its principle 
and political content. The crux of 
Austrian politics, bourgeois as well 
a proletarian, is the question of 
war. Placed in the vice of the 
Stalinist "Peace front" and the ap- 
peal of Otto Bauer for a "united 
front in world politics" (he had in 
miud a united front with the Brit- 
ish sanctionists), the "left" leader 
of the Revolutionary Socialists 
sought for safety in their "independ- 
ence on que tions of Austrian tac- 
ties." But the great decisions of 
proletarian politics are made pre- 
cisely in (his period on the inter' 
national arena. And here the "lefts' 
of the group supporting Mile- (au- 
thor of the pamphlet "The New Re- 
ginning"! placed their confidence 
in tested leadership of the old fo*, 
Otto Bauer. For the sake of the 
independence of the "Austrian tac- 
tic" they accepted and submitted to 
the social imperialist itrategy of 
the Second International and its ac- 
complices of the Third. 

"Diffferences" Overcome 

The social patriotic division of 
labor is thereby completed. All 
that wa': lacking was the "extreme 
left" complement. In France the 
"glorious" Spartacus group took 
the job. In Austria the Red Front 
has the distinction of carrying out 
this work. They declared: "Since 
there are no great differenes be- 
tween the internal policies of the 
two partie' (Revolutionary Social- 
ists and Communist Party) there 
are no great obstcles in the road 
to the formation of a united prole- 
tarian party." In order ''to more 
effectively support this proces " and 
In order "to struggle for the united 
revolutionary workers movement", 
the Red Front dissolved itself into 
the Revolutionary Social! t Party. 
There are no "great differences" be- 
tween th R.S. and the O.P. The 
Red Front on Its side "no longer has 
great differences" with the R.S. 
And for cause! All that was in- 
volved was only a minor difference 
in internal policy on the prepara- 
tion of a bourgeois coalition (what 
is called the "peoples front" or 
"provisional anti-fascist govern- 
ment") and in external policy on 
the policy of free hands for the 
"peace action" of Stalin -O.Bauer. 
Over It all hangs the purple rag 
of "revolutionary unity". In a 
word : pure and unsullied social 
patriotism. 

What marvelous progress of the- 
blstorlc progres What great suc- 
cess for the S.A.P.ist realist revo- 
lutionary policy ! 

December 2, 1925. 



ent from tho-e of the mechanics 
and small farmers who constituted 
the left wing in the American rev- 
olution. (See "The Spirit of the 
U. S. Constitution," New Interna- 
tional, Feb. 1936.) 

The Stalinist approach, however, 
logically leaves no place in history 
for the role of other class©! than 
Washington's in the revolution; for 
they identify Washington with the 
"monolithic" aims of the revolu- 
tion; their very formulations pro- 
vide no room for distinguishing be- 
tween the aim- of different classes. 
Say the Stalinists: 

"His was the task of defeating 
the Tories and the Hearst. du> 
Pont, Liberty Leaguers of 1775. 
His was the task of leading the 
American people In their battle 
for independence against the 
English upper class which sought 
to reduce young America to co- 
lonial slavery. ... A Farmer- 
Labor Party— of trade onions, 
middle class and Negro people, 
and anti-fascists — is the correct 
way to carry out the real Amer- 
ican traditions championed by 
Washington." (Daily Worker, 
Feb. 22.) 

And the Daily Worker cartoon 
shows Washington, with a copy of 
the Declaration of Independence 
under his arm, chained to a police- 
man, with the caption "If lie Were 
Alive Today." 

Satire itself Is helpless against 
such gross corruption of history. 
We may point out, however, that 
this is no accidental twisting of 
history. To propose to build a 
party covering different classes, the 
Farmer-Labor party, necessitates 
finding categories which include 
both classes — such terms as "the 
people,'' "the nation," "'the coun- 
try," "American traditions," etc. 
The ideology of such a two- class 
party, therefore, is inevitably na- 
tionalist and chauvinist, and takes 
over the nationalist interpretation 
of the history of the American rev- 
olution and the Civil War. 
Browder vs. Marx and Engels 
Another example is Browder's 
speech on "Lincoln and the Com- 
munists," now being widely dis- 
tributed, in pamphlet form. Brow- 
der makes a strenuous effort to 
find quotations from Marx praising 
Lincoln, and such as he finds he 
has to use in truncated form be- 
cause Marx and Engels were sev- 
erely critical of Lincoln and the 
policy he represented. (See "Select- 
ed Correspondence of Marx and 
Engels," p. 135 ff., letters dealing 
with the Civil War.) Marx's es- 
timate was that the Civil War 
dragged out because Lincoln and 
his petty-bourgeois policy clung to 
constitutional 'methods instead of 
pursuing a revolutionary course: 

"The way the North is con- 
ducting war is only what might 
have been expected from a bour- 
geois republic, where fraud has 
been enthroned so long," wrote 
Marx in Septemher, 1863. 

And Engels, in November of the 
same year, wrote to Marx: 

"Despite the screams of the 
Yankees, there is still no sign 
whatever available that the peo- 
ple regard this petty business as 
a real question of national exis- 
tence. ... I must say I cannot 
work up any enthusiasm for a 
people which on such a colossal 
issue allows itself to be beaten by 
a fourth of its own population 
and which after eighteen months 
of war has achieved nothing more 
than the discovery that all its 
generals are asses and all its of- 
ficials rascals and traitors. After 
all, the thing must happen dif- 
ferently, even In a bourgeois re- 
public, if it is not to end in utter 
failure." 

But all this disappears from the 
Stalinist picture, except a care- 
fully-worded remark by Browder 
that Lincoln hesitated at times. 
Why this distorted picture? Be- 
cause to paint Lincoln in full-face 
will deprive the "people's party" 
a la Stalinism of the tradition that 



does not exist and must therefore 
be faked. 
Marxist Conception of History 

This whole hunt for a national 
tradition is, in fact, alien to Marx- 
ism' not only because of its "class- 
less" character, but also because 
Marxl m does not go to history 
merely, to find direct inspiration 
from proletarian predecessors. In 
the writings of the Marxists on 
previous revolutions, the search 
for links with the proletarian pres- 
ent is, indeed, but a minor cote. 

Far more important for Marxist 
historians has been the task of 
showing that the history of bour- 
geois revolutions demonstrates that 
so long as classes exist all social 
evolution must take the form of 
political revolution. By demonstrat- 
ing that the bourgeoisie has seized 
its power by force, employed ter- 
roristic methods in its struggle, 
confiscated private property, etc., 
we show that all power in class 
societies can be arrived at only by 
breaking through the myth of le- 
gality. It is primarily to teach 
this profound lesson (1 except of 
course the more purely theoretical 
lessons which we learn from the 
history of bourgeois revolutions) 
that we must seek to popularize the 
history of the American Revolution 
and the Civil War. 

To teach that the bourgeoisie, in 
the grip of necessity, has been un- 
compromising, bold, forthright in 
its use of illegal methods, In no 
way requires that we idealize the 
bourgeoisie. On the contrary: Marx 
and his successors have always laid 
bare the narrowness of bourgeois 
revolutionists, their viciousness to- 
ward, the lower classes, their pom- 
posity in clothing their special class 
interests with the language of uni- 
versality, etc. Marx, and those who 
wrote in his spirit, have never 
sought direct inspiration from the 
bourgeoisie even in its most pro- 
gressive periods. They have only 
made clear, again and again, that 
the bourgeoisie In coming to power 
have been forced to resort to force 
and illegality, and that if this was 
necessary when it was merely a 
question of shifting power from one 
class to another, how much more 
necessary is it when the task be- 
fore the proletariat is. not only to 
take power, but to abolish private 
property altogether. 

Engels' Letter to Benel 

In :t famous letter from Engels 
to Rebel, after the Socialist suc- 
cesses in the election of 1884 de- 
spite Qie semi-legat status of the 
party under the Socialist Laws, 
RngelK showed how an analysis of 
(lie illegal sources of the bourgeois 
rule can serve to teach the prole- 
tariat. This letter can serve as :i 
model to us in drawing the same 
conclusions from American history, 
and is worth quoting at some 
length : 

•'The whole of the Liberal Phil- 
istines have gained such a respect 
for us that they are screaming 
with one accord: Yes, if the Social- 
Democrats will put themselves on 
a legal basis and abjure revolution 
then we are in favor of the imme- 
diate repeal of the Socialist Law. 
There is no doubt, thereore, that 
this suggestion will at once be 
made to you in the Reichstag. The 
answer you give to it is Important 
- -not so much for Germany, where 
our gallant lads have given it in 
the elections, as for abroad. A 
tame answer would at once destroy 
the colossal impression produced 
by the elections. 

"In my opinion th-e case is like 
this: 

"Throughout the whole of Europe 
the existing political situation is 
the product of revolution. The le- 
gal basis, historic right, legitimacy, 
have been everywhere riddled 
through a thousand times or en- 
tirely overthrown. But it is in the 
nature of all parties or classes 
which have come to power through 
revolution, to demand that the new 
basis of right created by the revo- 
lution should also be uncondition- 
ally recognized and regarded as 
holy. The right to revolution did 
exist— otherwise the present rulers 
would not be rightful— but from 
now onwards it is to exist no more. 



"In Germany the existing situa- 
tion rests on the revolution which 
began In 1848 and ended in 1866. 
IjS66 was a complete revolution. 
Just as Prussia only became any- 
thing by treachery and war against 
the German Empire, in alliance 
with foreign powers (1740, 1756, 
1785), so it only achieved the Ger- 
man-Prussian Empire by the forc- 
ible overthrow of the German Con- 
federation and by civil war. . . . 
After its victory it overthrew three 
thrones 'by God's grace' and an- 
nexed their territories, together 
with those of the former free city 
of Frankfort. If that was not rev- 
olutionary I do not know the mean- 
ing of the word. And as this was 
not enough it confiscated the pri- 
vate property of the princes who 
had been driven out. That this 
was unlawful, revolutionary there- 
fore, it admitted by getting t&e ac- 
tion endorsed later by an assembly 
— the Reichstag— which had as lit- 
tle right to dispose of these funds 
as the government. 

"The Germ an -Prussian Empire, 
as the completion of the North Ger- 
man Confederation which 1866 
forcibly created, is a thoroughly 
revolutionary creation. I make no 
complaint about that. . . . But those 
who operate with blood and Iron, 
swallow up whole states, overthrow 
thrones and confiscate private 
property, should not condemn other 
people as revolutionists. If the 
Party only retains the right to be 
no more and no less revolutionary 
than the Imperial Government has 
been, it has got all it needs." 

Engels' letter needs only to be 
contrasted with the sentimental 
slobbery of the Stalinists over 
Washington and Lincoln, and we 
realize how alien to Marxism Is 
the "use" of American history by 
Stalinists. 

One can barely Indicate here 
how different the picture of Lincoln 
and Washington would be If writ- 
ten in the spirit of Marx and Eng- 
els instead of the Philistine senti- 
mentalism of Browder and Hatha- 
way. 
Lincoln's Place in the Civil War 

In a Marxist history of the Civil 
War, Lincoln would lose stature: 
the difficulties of his successor, An- 
drew Johnson, who faithfully car- 
ried out Lincoln's policies and was 
nearly impeached, indicates what 
Lincoln's stature might have been 
had he not fallen a martyr. For 
Marxists, it is the "Black Repub- 
licans" who would loom iarge in 
the history of the period: the ruth- 
less, determined representatives of 
the industrial bourgeoisie, led by 
Thaddeus Stevens and Charles 
Sumner, who drove through with 
Incomparable ferocity the system- 
atic subjugation of the South In the 
reconstruction period. One cannot, 
like the Stalinists, present the 
"Black Republicans" as men as 
lovable as Lincoln ; but presumably 
we are speaking about revolution- 
aries, and the "Black Republicans" 
were perhaps the most ruthless rev- 
olutionaries that American history 
can show. 

If Lincoln loses, Washington 
gains from a Marxist description. 
He needs no apologie such as the 
Stalinists have been making for his 
having been a slaveholder and anti- 
democratic; it is sufficient for us 
that he was the representative of 
a class and led it in revolutionary 
struggle. Nor need we apologize 
for his role of the Constitutional 
Convention in depriving the masses 
of the gains of the revolution ; from 
a Marxist point of view it is more 
important to analyze the consum- 
mately skillful and essentially ille- 
gal and arbitrary, i.e., revolution- 
ary, method by which Washington 
and the Federalists achieved their 
ends. For, what are we seeking? 
Not a figure to worship and peg a 
Farmer-Labor party on, as the 
Stalinists seek. No, we are Marx- 
ists, who seek to lay bare the rev- 
olutionary processes of history. 

They completely obscure the 
point which Engel brought out: 
Our rulers took power by illegal 
methods and hold it by arbitrary 
means. We ask no more than to be 
allowed to use the same means as 
Wa hington used in coming to 
power. 

But it is no accident that the 
Stalinists obscure this point: for 
they seek to build an openly- re- 
formist movement which rejects 
the revolutionary method of strug- 
gle. 
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meat Fund during the previous tw( 
years he is entitled to 17s per weel 
if a single man or 9s per week fo 
hi ■- wife if married and Ss per weel 
for each child up to a maximum 
W sir. A woman, who pays e 
lower rate of contribution, receive; 
IDs per week. At the end of sis 
months (unless the worker ha 
been, previous to becoming idle, a1 
work for Ave continuous years) hi 
has exhausted, hi-; standard benefit 
and must make application to thi 
Unemployment Assistance Board 
for transitional benefit — which will 
be paid upon condition that he can 
prove that — he is really In need of 
a sistance from the state. This is 
the notorious "Means Test." 

An army of officials are employed 
to investigate the circumstances of 
the applicant for transitional re- 
lief. Ha'' he any money in the 
bank? Has he a pension? If he 
is a father, have hi~ sons or daugh- 
ters an income? If he I' a son or 
daughter, has his or her parents 
an income? This, and a dozen 
other lawyer-like questions are 
fired at the unfortunate victim. A 
man and a wife, it l* estimated, 
can live upon 24s per week. If 
they have any income in excess of 
that amount, then beneSt is re- 
duced accordingly. Single persons 
must how desperate circumstances 
if they are living with their par- 
ents before they can receive any 
benefit. Before receiving benefit 
he must sign a declaration, declar- 
ing that he is willing to attend a 
training center which Is another 
name for a concentration camp 
where hundreds of unemployed 
men are introduced into the gentle 
art of stone breaking, road-making 
or munition s making. The terror 
of the "Means Test," which is ap- 
plied every two months to those 
in receipt of Transitional Relief, 
has driven many poor people to 



suicide, has broken up families and 
has forced men into Jobs at lees' 
than trade union rates. It has also 
created the mo't intense bitterness 
amongst the unemployed but owing 
to a variety of reasons, this feeling 
has not expressed itself in rebellion, 
but on the contrary »eems to be 
turning in on the workers in a 
wave of sullen apathy and reaction, 

2.~.The Effeet~of Social" Insurance 
on the Worker 

At the end of the 19th century 
old Chamberlain was canvassing 
the Tories for Old Age Pen-ions 
and in the first years of the 20th 
Century, the Liberals were toying 
with the schemes of Health and 
Unemployment Insurance. In the 
year 1836 all these schemes are in 
operation and are now worked up 
into a well-conceived system which 
not only throws a crust of bread 
to the worker but cunningly splits 
them into different groups and cat- 
egories Thus the aged worker with 
his 10s per week looks askance 
at the young man with 17s 
per week who in turn envies the 
married man with the large family 
drawing over 2 pounds per week. 
The worker in industry claim*; that 
— he Is paying for it all and looks 
upon the unemployed as a lot of 
parasites. 

From - the working class political 
parties and trade unions— officials 
are drawn and corrupted in order 
to aid in the administration of the 
different schemes. 

When the greedy taxpayers 
amongst the British capitalist cla 's 
complained to Lloyd George about 
the burden of Unemployment In- 
surance, he replied : "Unemploy- 
ment Insurance Is a bulwark 
against revolution." This wa". a ro- 
m'arkably accurate forecast. 

Social insurance has become a 
weapon used by British capitalism 
in order to demoralize the worker. 
For how long shall they succeed? 



Green Urged 
In Steel Drive 
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regard to the steel workers, who by 
several recent manifestations of re- 
volt appearing even in their com- 
pany unions have shown their grow- 
ing readiness for reorganization ; i! 
applies to the whole trade union 
movement. The C. I. O. scored a 
real advantage in these recent 
broadsides and gained new support. 
It also made clearer the direction 
in which it i headed. 

As a result new forces are rally- 
ing to the movement for industrial 
unionism. The automobile worker 
union and (he rubber workers union 
have for some time been on thp 
most friendly terms with the C. I. 
O. Judging from all present Indica- 
tions both of these union are draw- 
ing closer to its standard. The radio 
workers union and the flat glass 
work en union have now decided 
definitely to expand on the basis 
of an industrial form of organiza- 
tion. It may not he amiss to add 
(hat insofar as present trend" are 
concerned, it is characteristic that 
all of these unions which are the 
first to rally to the indu. trial union 
movement, operate in mass produc- 
tion industries. But the growing 
support given to the program of the 
C. I. O. is by no means confined 
to the e unions. Several central 
labor bodies and numerous local 
craft unions have expressed their 
sympathy and support to this new 
movement. 

It I to be expected that the craft 
union bureaucrats will retaliate, in 
the face of this growing support, 
with arbitrary measures of expul- 
sion, not merely of individual mem- 
bers but of whole organizations. 
When confronted with the possibil- 
ity that progressive Ideas may take 
root and spread, they know of no 
restraint. In such posslbilitie-. they 
see a threat to their own reaction- 
ary domination. About this they 
make no mistakes. A real incentive 
to active unionization, they know 
will mean new and more bitter 
■ truggles against the monopoly 
corporations which are determined 
to resist; and of such struggles they 
are sworn enemies. 

Trade Union Democracy 

But it i' equally reasonable to 
assume that the industrial union 
movement will find it necessary to 
draw closer together in defense of 
the elementary trade union rights 
of democracy and freedom of ex- 
pre sion of ideas. The industrial 
union movement will be compelled 
to rally to the assistance of every 



union that is victimized by the craft 
union bureaucrats. Thus there are 
hardly prospects of moderation of 
the conflict in the A. F. of L. 
Pre ent Indications point rather in 
the direction of a sharpening of 
the conflict all along the line. 

Bui this is- only the one side of 
the present ituation. As is already 
implied in the offer made of active 
a sistance to a campaign of organ- 
ization of the sleel industry, the In- 
dustrial union movement. In order 
to rally the support it needs, will 
find itself ever more actively en- 
gaged in the organzation of the un- 
organized. As a matter of fact 
many unions already call upon the 
C. I. O. for a sistance in organiza- 
tion campaigns. 

The outcome of this conflct is 
momentous for the American work- 
ing clos ■. A beginning has been 
made. An aggressive policy of or- 
ganfzaton and a program of indus- 
trial unionism is the need of the 
moment. This the C. I. O. has 
brought forward and on thi'; basis 
a movement is faking form. Mili- 
tant workers should have no diffi- 
culty In finding their place within 
It. 

The beginning that has been 
made may open up a new period of 
union organization such as has 
seldom been witnessed before in 
this country. It has the possibility 
of laying the foundation now of a 
trade union movement that is gear- 
ed to modern methods of produc- 
tion. But the struggle that this 
movement will experience before 
its existence is assured will have 
the effect of elevating it to a higher 
level of consciousness. On the basis 
of the old craft union ideology and 
in the spirit of class-collaboration 
it would be inconceivable. It can be 
born and grow only in the fire of 
the class struggle; and from the 
clas struggle it will receive an in- 
delible imprint that will help to 
shape its oh took and its policies. 
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Lift Strike to Tie-up 
New Areas if Realty 
Board Stays Adamant 



Militant Spirit and Ac- 
tion Pervades Workers' 
Ranks in 2nd Week 

The Building Service Union en- 
ters the second week of the strike 
with ranks firm. The strike has 
been extended by stages until forty 
thousand workers are now affected, 
James J. Bambrlck announced to- 
day that if the Mayor's peace pro- 
posals are not accepted uncondi- 
tionally by the Heal Estate bosses 
—twenty-five thousand additional 
service workers in four thousand 
buildings including department 
stores will be vailed out 

Many conferences of Union rep- 
resentatives and bosses have been 
held in Mayor LaGuardia's office, 
sometimes with the attendance of 
Bdward McGrady of the U.S. De- 
partment of I^bor. No progress to- 
ward a settlement was reached by 
these conferences until today when 
the proposal made by the mayor 
was accepted unconditionally by 
the union and with many conditions 
and strings attached by the bosses. 
La GuanBa's Proposal 

The mayor's proposal provides 
"(l) Acceptance of the tentative 
definition herein below quoted in 
reference to union recognition. It 
is the same definition which was 
tentatively accepted the other morn- 
ing, provided an increase of wage 
would be granted. (2) The matter 
of wages, hours, conditions and du- 
ration of contract be submitted to 
arbitration, both sides agreeing to 
abide by the decision. (3) The ar- 
bitrator to be agreed upon by rep- 
resentatives selected from each 
side. (4) All employees to return 
to work on the selection of the ar- 
bitrator. Arbitrator (o be selected 
within twenty-four hoars." 

^"he formula referred to above 
pi-«vl4efi tar. no rii^orimi nation 
against union members and vacan- 
cies created by the discharge or 
withdrawal of a union member are 
to be filled by other members of the 
union. 

Enthusiastic young union mem- 
bers battled with strike-breakers 
and bosses thugs in innumerable 
clashes. Many strikers have been 
arrested, many injured but the spi- 
rit of the union rises above diffi- 
culties. 

Large numbers of tenants are 
giving their support lo the strike. 
In some cases tenant organizations 
Join with the strikers on the picket 
line. Others supply pickets with re- 
freshments and still larger numbers 
withold rent from the landlords. 

The union has repeatedly an- 
nounced its willingness to arbitrate 
differences but the Real Estate op- 
erators determined to smash the 
union once and for all' have rejected 
all overtures. At the same time 
numerous individuals have signed 
up with the I'nioii as have also 
several companies owning strings 
of apartment buildings. 

Statement of Local 33 

A vigorous statement, pledging 
support to the building service 
strikers and denouncing the '-ruth- 
less** attitude of the realty inter- 
ests, was issued today by Dress- 
makers Local 22, I.L.G.W.U., an 
organization of ;!0,000 members: 

"The strike of the thousands of 
building service workers of New 
Y-ork deserves and must get the 
full and wholehearted support of 
the entire labor movement, of the 
tenants and of ,ill f air-minded 
people generally. These workers, 
including some of the most exploit- 
ed elements in the city, toiling long 
hours under intolerable conditions 
for miserable wages, have at last 
come to realize that organization Is 
their only salvation, that only 
through a strong union can they 
hope to achieve standards more fit 
for human beings. That is why the 
realty interests, organized in the 
Real E-tate Advisory Board, deter- 
mined fo maintain the inhuman con- 
ditions of exploitation iu the build- 
ing service trades, are so savagely 
set upon smashing the building 
service union and depriving the men 
of their only protection. The out- 
right refusal of these interests even 
to listen to the more than reason- 
able proposal of the building service 
union for arbitration, shows that 
their attitude is one of ruthless dis- 
regard of everything, but their own 
profits, of cynical indifference to 
the rights of their employees or the 
welfare of their tennants." 

The New Militant calls upon all 
workers to give every possible sup- 
port to the strike. Tenants should 
bring every pressure upon their 
landlords for quick settlement All 
workers should be ready to assist 
on tie ptcket lines whenever such 
assistance is requested by the union. 



574 Pledges Aid to 
Milwaukee Strikers 

More than 3,000 pickets, drawn 
from all the leading sections of 
the labor movement in Wisconsin, 
marched last Saturday in a mass 
line around the plant of the 
Hearst Wisconsin News where 
the American Newspaper Guild 
nnit is fighting a courageous 
strike battle against Hearst 
sweatshop conditions. 

Farrell Dobbs, secretary-trea- 
surer of Minneapolis Local 574 
called on Heywood Bronn In New 
¥orfc early this week to offer the 
iuB cooperation of the Minnea- 
polis truck-drivers to the striking 
guildsmen. Specific plans for 
organizing Minneapolis support 
for the Milwaukee struggle were 
discussed. 

Labor organizations throughout 
the country will make this fight 
against the Fascist Hearst their 
own and back the men on the 
picket-line with a national boy- 
cott of the Hearst press. 

Boycott Hearst! 

Support the American News- 
paper Guild In its fight to organ- 
ize Hearst editorial employees ! 



IWA Leader 
IsFramedon 
take Charge 

Auto Accident Used as 
Blind for Four Months Sen- 
tence of James Cross 



By GERRY ALLABD 

GILLESPIE, 111., Mar. 1— James 
Cross, youth director of Hie Illinois 
Workers Alliance and a member of 
the national committee of the Spar- 
tncus Youth League, is at the Van- 
dalia Penal Farm beginning a four 
month sentence on a charge wh ch 
indirectly grew out of hi labor 
activities. 

Cross gained the enmity of the 
Macoupin county Democratic mach- 
ine because of his courageous lead- 
ership in several strikes. A year 
ago he led a strike of six hun- 
dred h gh school tudents against a 
member of the faculty who bad 
carried a gun against striking steel 
workers at Alton. The scab teacher 
was removed from his job. Later, 
(.'ross, as chairman of the Hod Car- 
riers Union, led a strike which 
compelled the contractor of a local 
pi> t office job to grant union re- 
cognition and 75 cents an hour for 
common labor. 

These incidents, and Hie fact that 
Cross had been arrested at Belle- 
ville, 111., along with A. J. Muste 
and C. II. Mayer, on charges of 
i-r miiini syndicalism, were made 
use of liotli by the presiding Judge 
George and States Attorney Seyfrit. 
(Continued from Page 3) 



Hearst ]\ews 
Gripped in 
Milwaukee 



Hold Ohio 

WPA Meet 



TOLEDO, O.. fr>b. 23-pRcjn-es- 
cntjttivp-i of Wl'A workers groups 
f;<mi twenty Xorthwest Ohio cities 
ii nil towns participated in the 
Northwest Ohio WPA Workers t'un- 
fcivniv held here today to lay the 
bnsis for a wide spread unified 
movement of the WPA workers and 
unemployed. The conference was 
sponsored by the WPA Workers 
I'uion of Lucas County and the 
Lucas County 1'nemployed League. 

Fraternal delegates from Detroit, 
South western Michigan and Indiana 
attended the conference and indi- 
cated their intention to push for 
organization similar to that of Lu- 
cas County which would be coordin- 
ated with the general unemployed 
and WPA movement. 

The conference went on record fo 
call another enlarged conference 
before llarch 30 as the beginning 
of a drive to organize throughout 
the entire state of Ohio. It also 
launched a campaign for the organ- 
ization of WPA unions throughout 
2-1 N. W. Ohio counties and into 
southern Michigan. 

There is widespread opinion here 
that there will be a complete fusion 
effected shortly between the WPA 
Workers Union, Unemployed League 
and Workers Alliance. The dis- 
ruptive tactics of the Communist 
Party in joining the local Workers 
Alliance to prevent unity between 
it and the Unemployed League is 
now thorongly exposed. 



Bottom Drops out of Ad- 
vertizing as Guild Con- 
tinues Strike 

MILWAUKEE, Wis., March 6.— 
The Milwaukee Newspaper guild In 
its strike against the Hearst owned 
Wisconsin News won an important 
victory in the circuit court here 
Friday when Judge Charles L, 
Aarons held that the guild under 
certain conditions coud continue its 
secondary picketing of department 
scores, theaters and other adver- 
tisers of the News. 

The News management had pe- 
titioned the court for a blanket in- 
junction forbidding all secondary 
picketing, relying on an earlier deci- 
sion of the court holding that such 
picketing was illegal. 

Judge Aarons held, however, that 
such picketing could continue, if 
the picketing was not directed at 
the advertiser. The court said the 
pickets could carry signs stating 
that the News was unfair to organ- 
ized reporters but not signs urging 
customers to cease buying from 
advertisers of the News. 
Advertizing Drops 

Gene L. Green .attorney for the 
guild, argued that the intent of the 
secondary picketing was to influ- 
ence the advertiser to cease patron- 
izing the News, not to harm the 
business of the advertiser. 

The presence of guild pickets in 
front of places of business is not 
expected to case the difficulty of the 
News management in keeping its 
advertisers in line. Many of them 
hiive already ceased advertising in 
the News for the duration of the 
strike and others will follow suit 

Although a municipal primary 
election is only four days away and 
hundreds of candidates are in the 
field, not a "line of political adver- 
tising has appeared in the News, 
except for an ad of the Electric Co. 
which is opposing a municipal own- 
ership referendum. 

The News circulation continues 
to'' drop and (he management has 
resorted to the device of free copies 
to stem the tide. Some of the read- 
ers have made bundles of the free 
copies and dumped the bundles in 
the circulation office. 

The feeling of organized labor 
against Hearst's refusal to bargain 
collectively with bis reporters and 
photographers has compelled the 
News to display the label of the 
Allied Printing Trades Council in 
one ear of the front page. The man- 
agement by printing this label is 
hoping i<i escape the anti-labor 
brand that has been placed upon it. 

The strike « 111 enter its fourth 
week Monday, unless the News 
publisher has a sudden change of 
heart and agrees to bargain. The 
striking reporters and photograph- 
ers are holding firm. 
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2,000 On Picket Line 

MILWAUKEE, March 4,— The 
strike of the Wisconsin News News- 
paper Guild against Hearst today 
reached its loth day. Last Satur- 
day's mass picket demonstration, 
when more than 2,000 marched be- 
hind a brass hand provided by the 
Musiciiins* I'nion showed the ex- 
tent to which labor organizations 
of this whole region have lined up 
in solidarity with the :>!) Wisconsin 
News editorial workers who are 
striking for a closed slioj> contract 
and an agreement for a living 
wage and deconr working condi- 
tions. 

The strike has already cut so 
sharply into ihe i-irculn-tkm of the 
Wisconsin News, which is one of 
Hearst's le*s profitable ventures 
that unofficial -'feelers" have al- 
ready been extended toward the 
srrikers with a suggestion of a set- 
tlement. 

Iiear-'t has gone to Madison Wis- 
consin looking for scabs and offered 
newspapermen $75 and $100 a 
week for jobs which he pays his 
regular workers $15 and $18 for! 
Not a single newspaperman nould 
touch the scab money, A few jour- 
nalism school students were found 
to function as strikebreakers — 
showing that the Guild will have to 
reach down into those schools to 
prevent the growth of newspaper 
scabs instead of newspaper work- 
ers. 

Wide-Spread Support 

Advertisers are already cutting 
down under the pressure of mass 
popular support for the strike, and 
the support qf the Milwaukee labor 
movement in particular. Financial 
pledges are pouring in from Guilds 
and other labor organizations 
throughout the country. 

The New York Guild alone has 
pledged and Is sending nearly $400 
a week paid out of the pockets of 
the New York Guliaamen. Support, 
has been pledged and is being given 
(Continued en Page ft) 



ail French 
Bolsheviks in 
Class Fight 



Solidarity withBrcst-Toulon 

Strikers Evokes Repression 

by C. P. Allies 

(From Revolution, Paris, France) 

PARIS— On February 6th, three 
of our comrades were placed on the 
docks of bourgeois justice. The^ 
crime? One of them, Brun. was the 
former business manager of Hevo- 
lutlon, organ of the Revolutionary 
Socialist Youth (J.S.B.) and the 
Bolshevik-Leninist Group, The two 
others, Maria Craipeau and Jean 
Meichler had sold the special issue 
of Revolution which proclaimed its 
solidarity with the heroic fighters 
of Brest and Toulon, which brand- 
ed as assassins the ra d leal- react ion : 
ary ministers .md called upon the 
young soldiers not fo fire upon their 
working class brothers. 

The reply was immediate. The 
police were ordered fo tear down 
our posters entitled "Brest and 
Toulon"; the T.8.F. (government 
radio station) announced that Fred 
Zeller was wanted by the police; 
the Minister of Justice confiscated 
devolution (or at least tried to!), 
Issued orders for its confiscation all 
over France, searched for it in the 
barracks, arrested two salesmen 
and prosecuted itie paper. 

That is why llthough the trial 
was held during working hours, a 
large numfctF of young people 
crowded into the courtroom or the 
14tli Chamber and a long line of 
others, who could not get in, crowd- 
ed into the hall. 

The Trial 

The press box was filled. The 
judge summoned the accused. He 
lingered on the case of Maria Crai- 
peau, 19 year old member of the 
J.S.B. 'So young and already so 
noted for her revolutionary pro- 
paganda: Her husband already 
sentenced by the same 14th Chamber 
for a similar motive," he said in 
astonishment. 

Then the witnesses were called. 
Of the cited witnesses only Maurice 
Thoie/.. secretary of the ('.P., and 
Malraux, novelist were absent. 
Malraiw excused himself by letter 
As for TlioreK how could lie solld- 
« line himself with tlie revolutionary 
defeatists when his party at this 
very moment is preparing the de- 
fense of 'its fatherland*'. 

The Reformists "Defense" 

Marceau Piiert took the si and. 
He m-eeted the u<tiou of Revolution 
and of our oomraries "led. on by 
the impetunusnes.s of youth (?!) 
The J.S.R.," he said, "have left 
our socialist party; but they Irnve 
held to the same doctrine, which 
is socialist aod not anarchist." We 
are grateful to Marceau Pi vert, but 
the solidarity of the Socialist Party 
with revolutionary defenti-m \* 
indeed a little too much 1 At the 
very time the bourgeoisie was houn-, 
(Continued on Page 2) 
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New Japan 
Gov't Tool 
of Army 

'Moderate 7 Cabinet Stop- 
Gap Until Road Is Clear 
for Final Lunge 

By LO SEN- 

After being eoddled and coaxed 
for three day while they held pub- 
lic buildings in the heart of Tokyo, 
the military insurgents who last 
week assassinated three Japanese 
government leaders were politely 
ushered back to their barracks and 
jittery chancellories all over the 
world were assured that the crisis 
in Japan was "over". 

On March 5 Koki Hirota, Jap- 
anese foreign minister, was named 
premier to succeed Keisuke Okada, 
who calmly rose from the grave to 
which the world had consigned him, 
thinking liini assassinated, but who 
had to make way, nevertheless, for 
a premier more acceptable to the 
High Command. 

Koki Hirota is essentially tbe 
army's man. He is known as one 
of the leaders of the ultra-national- 
ist Black Dragon society and is 
entirely persona grata to the gen- 
erals. During the past two years', 
as foreign minister, he pursued with 
particular skill the policy of com- 
bining diplomatic with military 
pressure upon China. His results 
were far from negligible. Ail of 
North China came in this period, 
under the^dirccc sway of the Jap- 
anese Empire. Tbe time was well 
employed, meanwhile, in Manchu- 
ria in completing the strategic net 
of railways and roads branching 
north, east and west toward the 
borders of the Soviet Union and 
Outer Mongolia, 

The Stop-Gap Solution 

As premier, Koki Hirota repre- 
sents a temporary compromise be- 
tween the "aggressive" and the 
"moderate" representatives of Jap- 
anese imperialism. He will un- 
questionably be more subject to 
War Office pressure than iiis pre- 
decessor, who was not precisely at 
loggerheads with the chevaliers of 
Empire. Internal contradictious, as 
the whole episode of the military 
coup showed, will sharpen and the 
whole forward pace* of Japanese 
imperialism toward new military 
adventures on continental Asia will 
be accelerated. Hirota will be no 
better able than Okada to deal with 
Japan's insoluble contradictions. 
His very accession to power indi- 
cates that the time for the inevit- 
able explosion luis drawn nearer. 

The delay of six days between 
tiie surrender of the insurgents in 
Tokyo and the appointment of Hir 
ofa was by no means accidental. 
Having shot one holt, Japanese im 
nerralisin watched, poised, the reac- 
tion on afl fronts. 

Clearly for lung, surcharged 
hours the whole world waited for 
the thunder to break. In those 
(Continued from Page 2) 



Invasion of Rhine Drives 
TSailinto VersaillesCoffin 

Italy Holds Trump Cards as Powers Face Alternative of 
United Front Against USSR or Anti-German BlocQ 

Nazi Germany tills week ripped the paper bottoms out of the Ver- 
sailles and Locarno treaties by marching troops, guns and tanks tato 
the demilitarized Rhineland. 

This move, long heralded and sedulously prepared, brings French 
and British imperialism face to face with the alternatives of mobilising 
onee more against Germany or accepting Hitler's offer of a united front 
against the Soviet Union. 

Faced with the Italian threat to support the Reich in its denuncia- 
tion of the Locarno pacts, Britain, whieh has just launched! the mightiest 
armament program the world has ever seen, has given ample Indication 
that It would far sooner make terms with Hitler than risk war at a 
time when it conld have little confidence in the outcome, 

French imperialism, uncertain of British support, desperately de- 
sirous of winning Italy back into the concert of Powers, is meeting the 
crisis with hesitation and indecision. Ail its careful years of diplomacy 
designed to keep Germany vanquished and impotent have come to naught. 
Across the border a mighty, rearmed Reich has once more hurled its 
challenge for a place in the imperialist sun. 

In this explosive situation, Mussolini holds the whip hand. It was 
with Mussolini's encouragement that Hitter unilaterally denounced the 
Locarno treaty and marched aeross the Rhine. At the same time, almost 
to the moment, Mussolini accepted Geneva's "peace" proposal — which is 
only a formula for bringing the Powers once more to the negotiation 
table for a division of the spoils and a choosing of sides. In demanding 
his pound of flesh, Mussolini holds over London and Paris the menace 
of an Halo-German alliance drawing Austria, Hungary, Poland and 
Bulgaria into its orbk, demanding as fits price a complete relaxation of 
pressure on his East African conquests. 



St. Louis Kroger Clerks Ask 
Labor Aid for Long Strike 



ST. LOriS, Mo., JIarch 1— Fight- 
ing one of tlie most important bat- 
tles in the history of the labor 
movement here, one hundred and 
forty six men — members of the 
Warehouse Workers Union 667. Re- 
tail Clerks International Protective 
Ass'n, affiliated with: the A. F. of L. 
—have lieen on strike against the 
Kroger Grocery and Baking Co. for 
the last sixteen «eeks. 

The trouble started when weeks 
before, the agreement, under which 
the union men were working with 
tbe Kroger Company at the St. Louis 
Warehouse, expired. The Kroger 
Company instituted what was 
known as fbe Dyer system which 
enabled them, under the guise of 
efficiency, to discriminate against 
union men. Then, on November 6th 
the Company offered the men a 
contract which would have practi- 
cally denied them all gains they 
had made in the two years previous 
through their union, and when the 
men rejected this they were locked 
out. Tbe demands of the union at 
that time were (and still are): l. 
Tbe forty honr week; 2. Full senior- 



ity right : 3. Elimination of the 
Dyer system; 4.A closed, shop work- 
ing agreement, and 5. A wage in- 
crease of 7 and one half cents an 
hour. 

Fink Agencies Used 

Since the beginning of the strike, 
the Kroger company has resorted 
to tlie most vicious tactics imagin- 
able ; they 1 have employed the A. A. 
Ahuer and I'inkerton strike-break- 
ing detective agencies ; they have 
used the radio and the daily news- 
papers to spread their malicious 
propaganda of lies, slander and 
hate. Besides thl«, they are now 
conspiring with the policfe force to 
frame several members of the union 
on false charges of bombing and 
vandalism. 

On the other side of the picture, 
the union has gotten and Is getting 
the support of many unions in this 
vicinity and the strike has been 
endorsed by the central labor bodies 
of St. Ijouis, Bast St. Louis ( Belle- 
ville. Jefferson City, Staunton and 
many other cities in Missouri and 
IHtnols. One of the union's chief 
sources of support financially, mor- 
( Continued on page 4) 



F.D. Sharpens 
Ax forWPA 
Relief Men 

Hunger Only Solution of 
Capitalist Politicians for 

Unemployment Crisis 

By JAMES EVANS 
Half a million relief workers will 
receive the axe at the hands of 
Federal Administrator Harry I,. 
Hopkins within the next four 
months. This vicious onslaught 
against the impoverished and desti- 
tute indicates the extent to which 
the Roosevelt administration takes 
its orders from the larger taxpayers 
and the commercial associations. It 
is a positive indication of the gov- 
ernment's determination fo cease 
all relief by gradual stages. 

The immediate effect of this de- 
cision will be to increase the ranks 
of the unemployed by a substan- 
tial percentage. Every such action 
demonstrates that the political 
agents of the capitalist class bave 
no solution for the problem of un- 
employment except slow starvation. 
And not alone will these luckless 
half-million be directly affected. 
The proportionate increase in un- 
employment decreed by Itocsevelt 
mid Hopkins means proportionate 
decreases in the wage and living 
standards of those workers still 
hanging on to ill-paid jobs. 

Hopkins expresses tbe hypocriti- 
cal desire that the majority of 
those fired from the WPA will find 
jirivate employment. This reminds 
one of the custom of some primitive 
trihes who beg rhe bear's forgive- 
ness before they apply the knife to 
bis throat. It must be remembered 
that the spring and summer crops 
are soon to be harvested; and in 
this connection. Hopkins is simplv 
following the time-honored proced- 
ure of forcing workers into the 
fields at below subsistence wage- 
levels. But this time -there will be 
no relief set-up to take care of these 
workers after they have finished 
gathering the oranges and picking 
the cotton. In order not to make 
the wholesale revision of the rolls 
too flagrant, Hopkins declares, of 
course, that some of the dfschargeJ 
workers will he returned to direct 
relief. 

There is but one answer to this 
attack couched in teiima of statis- 
tics and slobbery sentiment. That 
answer is struggle on the part of 
all workers' organizations so i*ini 
not one relief client shall be 
dropped from tbe rolls, not one 
WPA worker .discharged! During 
the. next four months, the unem- 
ployed struggle mast draw in great- 
er masses and reach greater heights. 
Otherwise, every working-class dis- 
trict in America will become an In- 
{Contlnued on page 4) 



Hitler's Trump Cards 

But Hitler is by no means only 
Mussolini's trump. He is playing 
cards of his own. 

.While tanks trundled across the 
Rhine bridges and planes swooped 
jubilantly over Rhineland cities. 
Hitler stood in the Kroll Opera 
House in Berlin and offered a 25- 
year non -aggression pact to France, 
Belgium, Lithuania and all states 
bordering on the Reich, to be guar- 
anteed by Britain and Italy. 

lie offered a western air pact to 
France, Belgium, Britain, Holland 
and Italy. 

He offered to come back to the 
League of Nations if promised the 
junkinu of the Versailles Treaty 
and the granting of colonial con- 
cessions to Germany. 

All this he offered — if France 
would break its pact with the U.S. 
S.B. and if the Powers would help 
satisfy Germany's land hunger at 
the expense of tbe Workers' State. 

Hitler bluntly declared that for 
him the world is divided into "two 
halves,'' a truth that cannot fait 
to strike chords of sympathy in 
leading currents of both the French 
and British ruling classes. 
The "Two Halves" of the World 

"That half which is built up of 
independent, self-sustaining nation- 
al States of the peoples with whom 
we are bound a hundredfold through 
our history and culture, and with 
whom we should like, for all the 
future, to remain bound just as 
wlih the free and independent na- 
tions of other than European con- 
tinents (in other words Japan). 

"And in the other half, that, 
which lays claim to general inter- 
national rule, a doctrine which 
preaches destruction even to tlio 
most eternal and sacred values of 
this life and the life hereafter, in 
order to build up another world, 
which, to ns, appears horrible as 
rogards culture and the appearance 
of its contents.'' 

Hitler made a passionate appeal 
for European "cooperation,'' witb 
Germany functioning on a basis of 
complete iirined equality with ;ill 
(he other Powers. He offered co- 
operation to all Europe on a 
straightforward anti-Soviet basis. 

"I refused and refuse coopera- 
tion, not with Russia, .but with 
Bolshevism. ... I tremble for Eu- 
rope and the thought of what 
would happen to our old, over-popu- 
lated continent If the chaos of a 
Bolshevist revolution should be suc- 
cessful. . . ." 

He appealed directly to France 
on the basis of a threat of proleta- 
rian revolution in that country to 
drop its alliance with the Soviet 
Union and joined that appeal to an 
open threat of independent action 
"in Germany's'own interests" if his 
terms were not met. 

Hitler extended the hand of 
friendship to Britain, congratulat- 
ing the "realistic sense of an Eng- 
lish administration" which resulted 
in the conclusion of the Anglo-Ger- 
man naval accord last year. 
Fire on France-Soviet Pact 

He centred all his fire on the 
Franco-Soviet pact, marking It off 
(Continued on Page S) 
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Reichstag Fire Defendants Persecuted 

IRE CASE OF POPOV-JANEV 

New Light Shed on Comintern "Helmsman" 



On the second anniversary of the 
Leipzig trial, which was forced to 
exonerate the communists accused 
ot tee Reichstag fire, the Comintern 
press of the entire world, is pub- 
lishing memoirs dedicated to "the 
heroic Dimitrov" Dimltrov's 
achievements before the fascist 
court will not be disputed by any- 
one — not even by us, his political 
opponents. Had the Comintern 
press restricted itself <to recalling, 
on this second anniversary, the 
courageous defense put up by Dim- 
itrov, It would remain within the 
framework of a revolutionary task. 
And it would be shabby of us to po- 
lemize with It on this occasion. 

Unfortunately, however, there is 
more than mere memoirs Involved 
in this case. The Comintern Itself 
links these up to something entire- 
ly different, to which it attributes 
the very greatest significance. This 
other something la — a confession of 
error on the part of Popov and 
Tanev and a resolution of the Cen- 
tral Committee of the Communist 
party of Bulgaria regarding this 
confession of error. Quite the or- 
dinary thing, one might object, and 
as old as the Stalin, regime itself. 
Most assuredly. But Kolarev — who 
stands at the present time in the 
:good graces of the Comintern be- 
cause he Is alleged to have led, to- 
gether with Dimitrov the Bulgarian 
September uprising— thinks differ- 
ently. In the last issue of the Com- 
munist International he writes, 
"The two documents published 
herewith are of extraordinary in- 
ternational Interest: not only be- 
cause they deal with the Leipzig 
trial and the role of the comrades 
involved in It, but also because the 
questions dealt with are of tremen- 
dous Importance for our struggle 
against fascism in general and 
against German fascism in particu- 
lar." 

What Is Tbelr Crime? 

In short, we are concerned here 
with something of extraordinary 
international interest, of tremen- 
dous importance. Modest question: 
Can the confession of Popov and 
Tanev really acquire such import- 
ance? Not at all. Popov and Tanev 
merely defend and explain their po- 
sition before the court They con- 
demn Torgler and praise Dimitrov 
because he executed . his Bolshevik 
line calmly and courageously. Be- 
sides that they do not say anything 
that conld In the slightest soil 
them. Tet despite the editing of 
the top bureaucrats, Popov's and 
Tanev's declaration betrays an un- 
broken pride. Such characteristics 
are not very pleasing to the bur- 
eaucrats. Confessions of guilt 
which do not drag those condemned 
to them In the dust and the mud, 
have a low rating with those gen- 
tlemen. Whoever risks such a 
course, nevertheless, faces complete 
disgrace or else a new declaration 
of guilt which has to make up for 
whatever was omitted. And to be 
sure Kolarev issues just such a 
threat : "Popov's and Tanev's con- 
fession of guilt can In no case be 
considered as satisfactory." 

What are Popov and Tanev 
guilty of? Along with Dimitrov 
they were accused in the Reichstag 
arson trial. Tanev, a robust pens- 
ant type, arrived in Berlin only 
several days before his arrest. He 
literally did not speak a single 
word of Germnn. Popov, a sickly, 
chronically tubercular man. had 
been there for some time previous. 
But be spoke only broken German. 
In no case could he be considered 
capable of even a short speech [n 
the German language. They were 
thus restricted in advance in their 
defense. 

Tanev's Attempt at Suicide 

In the first few months, in the 
course of the investigation, they 
were placed in chains, just like 
Dimllrov and subjected to the most 
excruciating cross examinations. 
The Gestapo knew very well that 
the three Btilgars bad nothing to do 
with the Reichstag fire. It whs 
therefore their intention ail along 
to link them up under all circum- 
stances with German contacts, in 
order to at least make possible a 
juridically motivated conviction on 
the grounds of high treason. If the 
Gestapo did not succeed in this 
case, that was not so much because 
of Dimitrov but of Popov and 
Tanev. Because during the months 
long hardships of the investigation 
they remained mum about every- 
thing. Tanev for instance, surren- 
dered the address of bis rooming 
house only after three months, and 
then only because it was necessary 
from the point of view of the con- 
duct of the trial and because he 
could be sure by then that he 
would endanger no one by it. The 
Gestapo had a much easier time 
with Dimitrov: They found the ad- 
dress of his rooming house in his 
pocket. 

Hut suppose the Gestapo methods 
in the course of this investigation 
were to destroy the power of re- 
sistance of the Bulgars? It was 
probably in consideration of such a 
possibility that Tanev made an at- 
temnt to evade It by suicide— he 
slashed his wrists. 

We do not defend suicide, but 
what repulsive bureaucratic arro- 
gance it is to accuse Tanev of act- 



ing thus out of petty bourgeois, ro- 
mantic sentiment. This Insufferable 
cynicism may be found literally in 
the. resolution of the C.C. on the 
Popov-Tanev case. Popov and Tan- 
ev are further accused of not having 
understood the political significance 
of the trial. They had uot declined 
the services of the two official de- 
fense attorneys and two more such 
trifles which are not worthy — two 
years after the trial — to even be 
mentioned. 

Kolarev Sheds Some light 
And all this shall arouse today 
extraordinary international Inter- 
est? Perhaps the bureaucrats do 
not know what they are writlngl 
Perhas this is just a lot of big 
talk! No, that Is not the case. The 
real Interest begins at another 
point, where simple-minded persons 
would never suspect. To be sure, 
there Is not even an indication of 
It In the resolution of the Bulgar- 
ian C.C. But Kolarev in his com- 
mentary, and naturally with the 
approval of Dimitrov, is much more 
Informative. He writes: 

"The significance of the resolu- 
tion of the Incoming C.C. of the 
Communist party of Bulgaria Ilea 
not In the condemnation of the un- 
Bolshevik conduct of comrades 
Popov and Tanev but In the sharp 
criticism of the sectarian position 
which the previous C.C. of the C. 
P. of Bulgaria had adopted In con- 
ducting the campaign in the Leip- 
zig trial. The sectarian course, ag- 
gravated by the factional blindness 
of the party leadership, made it im- 
possible for it to utilize the effect- 
ive weapons furnished by comrade 
Dimitrov not only by his conduct 
in the Leipzig court, but by his 
whole long revolutionary struggle 
a* the head of the Bulgarian 
workers." 

These, then are the crimes of the 
old Bulgarian Central Committee; 
In the course of the entire long 
revolutionary past of Dlmltroff 
these communists in a sectarian 
blindness did not even dream that 
Dlmltroff would become the helms- 
man of the Comintern at the 7th 
World Congress. This and this 
alone is the whole nub of the com- 
plaint against Popov and Tanov. 
That Is why they are being spat 
upon. That Is why the new central 
committee, by the grace of Dlmlt- 
roff, decided "to remove Popov and 
Tanov from their leading func- 
tions." The criticism of Popov and 
Tanov's conduct in court only fur- 
nished the pretext that was needed 
to give Dlmltroff satisfaction 
against the old Bulgarian central 
committee which many years ago 
once dared to be against him. That 
to be sure Is an experience which 
really should arouse international 
interest. 

Dimltroff as a Leader 

What was the occasion for the 
old Bulgarian Central Committee's 
opposition to Dlmltroff? It is nec- 
essary to go into this even though 
It does not fit into the whole Dlm- 
ltroff cult. Before the sessions of 
the Leipzig .trial, that Is to be ex- 
act, before Dimltroff made his mark, 



influential members of the Balkan 
parties were of the opinion that 
Dlmltroff should be expelled be- 
cause of conspiratlve unreliability. 
Popov and Tanov's arrest were an- 
doubtedly due to Dlmitroff's un- 
heard of light mindedness. Besides 
that many addresses were found on 
Dlmitroff's person upon his arrest. 
At any rate the Balkan parties took 
the conspiratlve work very serious- 
ly. Dlmitroff's llghtmindedness in 
this work was not accidental. Long 
before Hitler took power it had 
become a veritable system with 
him. That's why people used to 
speak even at that time with a 
certain amount of contempt of Dlm- 
itroff's methods. Today naturally 
these same Dimltroff methods are 
the purest Bolshevism and the crit- 
ics of these methods are called 
sectarians. 

As chairman ol the Comintern 
Dlmltroff did not want to forego 
his petty revenge. Bureaucratic 
luck had fallen Into his lap and he 
made the most of It. That it was 
precisely the Bulgars who delayed 
in showing the customary subordi- 
nation to the "beloved leader" was 
something his pride could not stand. 
The old Bulgarian Central Commit- 
tee was slonghed off. 
The Methods of the "Helmsman" 

This is the Dlmltroff they call 
their "great and remarkable lead- 
er." They know why. Dlmltroff 
is just as responsible tor the bloody 
defeats of the Bulgarian proleta- 
riat as for the defeats in Germany, 
China, etc. For he was a member 
of the highest organ of the Com- 
intern. Not a word of protest has 
ever come from him. On the con- 
trary. He slandered and persecuted 
the oppositionists who warned them 
just as much as Stalin's other 
henchmen. We can recall here an 
occasion which Is not unimportant 
for a characterization of Dlmltroff. 
With his approval (most likely also 
at his instance) a raid was ar- 
ranged in the house of a well known 
Jugoslav Communist of great revo- 
lutionary Integrity, because he was 
suspected of being an oppositionist. 
Two "functionaries'" forced their 
way into his Berlin lodging with 
police credentials, searched his 
trunks and drawers in order to 
furnish the Balkan leadership with 
the suspect oppositionist documents. 
These are methods which were not 
strange to Dlmltroff even at that 
time. (By the way, whoever knows 
the method of selection in the Com- 
intern, knows that Dimltroff was 
advanced to the rank of "leader" 
precisely because of those charac- 
teristics, and not at all because of 
his conduct at the Leipzig court.) 

And today? Today Dimitrofl not 
only bears an equal share of re- 
sponsibility but a very highest kind 
of responsibility for the openly 
treacherous course of the Comin- 
tern. Can a serious person believe 
—that Is one who understands the 
meaning of the proletarian struggle 
— that revolutionary cadres for the 
overthrow of the bourgeoisie can 
be created with peoples fronts, class 
truce, approval of the military bud- 
gets, support of the imperialist 



armaments (France), etc;? Not 
even Bernstein bad such illusions. 
For he did not even want a revo- 
lution. 

Many workers, even some intel- 
lectuals, understanding the revi- 
sionist course of the Comintern, 
have placed ail their political hope 
upon a man who did his duty as a 
revolutionist In a trial. Poor hope I 
What devastation that ten year era 
of Stalinist policy must have cost 
if such patent hopelessness can be 
called hope. 

This Is the truth : The Comintern 
is morally, politically and organi- 
zationally destroyed not in spite of 
but because of the Dtailtroffs. 

The top bureaucracy had hoped 
to assure Itself of papal infallibility 
with the aid of Dimltroff. The tre- 
mendous propaganda serves this 
purpose unmistakably. It is used 
as a means of stifling the very last 
oppositionist voices at a moment 
when the policies of the Comintern 
are becoming open betrayal. 



Two Pamphlets 

"THE ROAD FOR 
REVOLUTIONARY SOCIALISTS" 



War and the Workers is written by John West. He needs 
no introduction to you. The Road for Revolutionary Social- 
ists is written by Fred Zeller. He is ihe acknowledged leader 
of the French Socialist youth. 

Fred Zeller was expelled from the Socialist youth organ- 
ization by the agents of Leon Blum and his Old Guard some 
time ago, together with twelve other youth comrades. The 
young Socialists, however, remained supporters of the revo- 
lutionary position presented by Fred Zeller and his co-work- 
ers. They remained supporters in the continuation of the 
struggle for this position. How this struggle has been 
carried -on and how comrade Zeller and his co-workers came 
to a revolutionary position, and came to he supporters of 
the Fourth International, is described in this little pamphlet. 
The introduction is by Leon Trotsky. 




"WAR AND THE WORKERS" 

The pamphlet, War and the Workers, presents a searching 
analysis of ihe nature and causes of modern war. It deals 
with the problem of sanctions, neutrality, and the role of 
the League of Nations. It presents a scathing indictment of 
the various forms of pacifism and social-patriotism and out- 
lines a concrete program of struggle against imperialist war. 

The price of this pamphlet is ioc per copy; in lots of ten 
or more, -/c per copy. The price of the Zeller pamphlet is 
5c per copy ; in lots of ten or more, 3c per copy. 

Here is an opportunity. Take advantage of it. 



2,000 in Guild 
Picket Line 



(Continued from Page I) 

to the strike by the Milwaukee 
Trades Council and the State Fed- 
eratlo of Labor. Even Bill Green 
has pitched in with a letter calling 
for support of the strike. 
Strike Morale High 

The spirit of the strikers and sup- 
porters has been magnificent. Pick- 
eting goes on at freezing tempera- 
tures. Last week a call for mass 
pickets was answered one morning 
at 7 A.M. by 150— although the 
temperature was 16 below zero! 

This strike, which involves 29 ed- 
itorial workers of the News Is 
leaching the Guild a mighty, de- 
monstrative lesson about the value 
of affiliation to organized labor. 
Here the Guild is winning for It- 
self the actual concrete support of 
the organized labor movement, out- 
side of which it could never hope 
to move forward a step. 

There is another lesson— what 
industrial union organization 
would mean to this strike. The 
technical workers, split into craft 
organizations can do little more 
than offer moral encouragement. A 
statement was Issued over the sig- 
natures of the typographers, press- 
men's, photo engravers', mailers' 
and stereotyiwr's unions (all in 
one plant!) expressing sympathy 
with the strikers but pointing to 
existing contractual relations with 
Hearst as a reason for the absence 
of any more substantial support. 

Together with the Guild there 
fire six unions among the workers 
in all categories and departments 
of the Wisconsin News, United In 
a Wisconsin News Union they could 
dictate their own terms — even to a 

Hearst! 

A National Fight 

This has created a somewhat em- 
barrassing position involving mu- 
tual recriminations between some 
of the non-strikfng union printing 
workers and strike sympathizers, 
requiring the Milwaukee Guild to 
come out with a statement that "no 
member of the Milwaukee Newspa- 
per Guild has ever expected or ask- 
ed for more than the moral support 
of the Allied printing trades union 
in this struggle of editorial work- 
ers. . . " 

Trade union support for the Wis- 
consin News strike must extend be- 
yond Milwaukee to all parts of the 
country where newspaper and all 
other workers know Hearst as the 
labor-hating Fascist who symbol- 
izes everything rotten and reaction- 
ary in American life. The Guild is 
fighting a finish figlit. Supporters 
everywhere must aid by fighting 
Hearst too — by boycotting Hearst 
papers, conducting anti-Hearst 
meetings, collecting money for the 
Wisconsin News strikers and help- 
ing the American Newspaper Guild 
to win its battle. 



GRAND AFFAIR 

given by (be 
LUMEN CLUB 
Dance, Entertainment, Refresh- 
ments and Good Jazz Band. 
Saturday, March H at 8 PJff. 
94 Fifth Avenue, N. Y. C. 

i.w.w. mn 

Subscription: 23c in advance: 
S5c at door. 



HitlerSeeks Anti-Soviet Alliance 



(Contlnned from Page 1) 
from France's other alliances which 
he said were perfectly acceptable 
to him because these other states, 
like Poland and Czechoslovakia, 
were only serving their own nation- 
al interests and it was reasonable 
that they should be doing so. 

"Germany does not desire to at- 
tack these states "he went on. 

But the Soviet Union was quite an- 
other matter. First of all, repre- 
senting Bolshevism, it is "the con- 
stitutionally organized exponent of 
the revolutionary philosophy of life'' 
— and, of course, Germany does de- 
sire to attack It. The Franco-So- 
viet paint was therefore a thing 
apart which bad to be done away 
with if "peace" was to be pre- 
served in Western Europe. 

Hither thus evidently dbes not 
share the notion of the Stalinist 
bureaucracy that there Is a j.io- 
found contradiction between the 
democratic and fascist states of 
Europe. He boldly envisages a 
united front of capitalist nations, 
fascist and democratic alike, direct- 
ed at the heart of the Soviet state. 
Britain always has and still does 
nurture this same notion. It was 
the central tenet of France's for- 
eign policy up until 1938, and it 1b 
not at all beyond the realms of 
possibility that France may revert 
to it tomorrow. 

Hitler sees one fundamental 
contradiction Id the modem 
world, the contradiction between 
the capitalist states and (be So- 
viet Union. He also sees what 
Stalin sees far less eleariv ard 
with far less Interest, the contra- 
diction between the proletariat 
and capitalist classes of all na- 
tions. His appeal Is against Bol- 
shevism and on that appeal he 
has staked his whole regime. 
"That I . . . pass for one of the 
greatest enemies in the eyes of the 
Bolshevistic International world op- 
pressors is for me a great honor 
and Justification for my dealings 
before posterity," he said. 

The Logic of Hitler's Position 
For capitalism there is a, pro- 
found logic In Hitler's- point of 
view. It Is possible that bis logic 
may be unable to surmount the 
complicated tangle of inter-lmperi- 
alist contradictions at the outset 
but when tomorrow or even In the 
course of the imperialist war that 
may finally break, the Third Reich, 
Britain, France, Italy and their 
satellites sit around a table to de- 
cide on the destruction of the So- 
viet Union, this logic imay be finally 
driven home, even for Stalin, Brow- 
der and Gil Green. 

What Is the Immediate prospect? 
Hitler's move Into the Rhineland 
may drive the imperialist powers 
helplessly Into the cauldron 0/ war. 
But that an effort will be made to 
arrive at some compromise is al- 
ready unmistakably clear. 

Either way, the Workers' State 
is In mortal danger. 

The whole sweet dream of na- 
tional socialist security founded 
upon a system of European alli- 
ances Is crumbling before our very 
eyes. . The utter bankruptcy of the 
League of Nations, once again re- 
vealed In Italy's war of aggression 
against Ethiopia, the brittle char- 
acter of the promises made by the 
Soviet Union's allies, the Imminent 
threat that these promises will be 
washed away and withered in the 
storm, must be driven home, even 
to the hopeless bureaucratic cen- 
trists, who today rule the destinies 
of the Soviet Union. 

New Turn in Preparation? 

There Is ample evidence of a 
new lurch by the bureaucracy un- 
der the pressure of these events. 
About two months ago Radek, In 
Izvestia, regretfully admitted 
the futility of the League of Na- 
tions' sanctions. His conclusion t 
Russia must rely upon its own 
national forces. Included in these 
"national forces" aw the border 
patrols abroad. 

In the last few weeks the Stal- 
inist International, which threw 
all Its forces behind the League, 
whose sections In all the "allied" 
countries fervently promised com- 
plete support of capitalist armies, 
apd offered support in advance to 
any nation which would line up 
with the Soviet Union, has now, in 
classic centrist manner, staggered 
back another step. Kuusineu comes 
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back upon the scene; Dlmltroff, the 
doughty hero of social-patriotism, 
fades a little (a Prague Socialist 
paper even reported he had gone off 
to the Crimea for a "rest cure") 
and the Stalinists are reminded that 
the struggle for bread has not ex- 
actly been entirely suspended In 
favor of the struggle for "peace" 
and "democracy." 

The Stallntern hesitates. The 
fate of the bureaucracy's system of 
capitalist alliances wll determine 
whether this slight leftward torch 
wll turn Into a rout 

Our Policy Is Unmlstakeafale 

Germany's reoccupation i of the 
Rhineland Is the latest and loudest 
explosion In the furnace of Imperi- 
alist contradictions. Twenty years 
ago it toot far less to precipitate 
a war. Today the Imperialists are 
infinitely more conscious of the 
price that Is to be paid for a new 
conflagration. The rise or the 
October Revolution out of the ashes 
of the last one still haunts their 
harried dreams. 

Only by working to guarantee the 
Octobers of tomorrow, by guaran- 
teeing irreconcilable and consistent 
struggle against all imperialist rul- 
ing classes, will we In the crises to 
come preserve the conquests of the 
October of yesterday. 

What does this mean to every 
revolutionist? To every worker? 
It means that he must quicken his 
pace, Just as the Imperialists are 
hastening theirs. It means that we 
must unite all those committed to 
the overthrow of capitalism, gener- 
ator of wars. In the ranks of a 
firmly knit revolutionary party, 
united In a revolutionary interna- 
tional, free of the social and na- 
tional reformist and patriotic gar- 
bage of the existing internationals, 
dispel all illusions of "democratic" 
security, carry on the struggle to 
organize the workers for the es- 
tablishment of the dictatorship of 
the proletariat, and If war over- 
takes as, to fight against all odds 
and with the utmost clarity to de- 
feat our own imperialist ruling 
classes, to turn imperialist war Into 
civil war. 



Nippon Army 
Holds Reins 
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hours the men who guide the des- 
tinies of the Japanese Empire de- 
cided that for the moment a stop- 
gap arrangement which In reality 
strengthened the hand of the Fas- 
cist and military elements while 
giving the appearance of attenuat- 
ing the crisis was needed. The an- 
swer was— Hlrota. The tactic of 
the moment will be — consolidation. 

Gen. Kawashima, who was rela- 
tively "moderate", has retired from 
the War Office In favor of Gen. 
Chulchl Terauchl, who is relatively 
"aggressive" Gen. Sadao Araki, 
the real leader of the ultra-nation- 
alists, has retired again for the mo- 
ment into the background. 

"Incidents" Cease Temporarily 

All this does ,not take place with 
Michlavellian smoothness, There 
can be little doubt that the "mod- 
erate" pressure on the Emperor 
was great. It was great enough to 
bring about the apolntment of Hir- 
ota rather than Baron Hiranuma. 
who is the outspoken leader of a 
frankly Fascist organization. It 
was not great enough to enable 
Prince Konoye, a "moderate" to 
take the reins of power which the 
Emperor offered to him. 

Meanwhile on the actual poten- 
tial war fronts another temporary 
shift has taken place. The series 
of Incidents on the Outer Mongolian 
frontier; which we described last 
week as provocative "feelers" by 
the Japanese military who wanted 
to know the extent to which Mos- 
cow would back Mongolia, have 
abruptly ceased. Stalin, in his own 
way, gave Tokyo the answer when 
he flatly told Roy Howard that the 
U.S.S.R. would come to the support 
of the Outer Mongolian republic in 
the event of a clash. 

Support for Outer Mongolia 



Jail French 
Bolsheviks 



Potential support for Outer Mon- 
golia is coming from another dir- 
ection as well. An army of 10,000 
Reds under Mao Tse-tung has 
marched northward from Szechwan 
and Shensl into Shansl, with the 
apparent intention of making its 
way into Suiyuan and there provid- 
ing a military buffer on Japan's 
left flank and hindering the too- 
easy advance of Japanese-controlled 
forces into Inner Mongolia. 

Those Red forces, dislodged from 
any permanent base and more than 
ever cut off from the Chinese i>ro- 
letarlat in the urban centers of the 
Yangtzse Valley and the South, 
have been converted Into another 
instrument of the politico-military 
tactics of the Soviet bureaucracy. 
Under the "new line", which in- 
volves the return in China to the 
disaster-ridden concept of a bloc 
of classes to "fight" imperialism, 
Stalinism has cynically abandoned 
even its lip service to the hope of 
proletarian revolution in China, 
which will alone ensure the forging 
of an alliance In Asia stronger than 
the Japanese imperialism which Is 
now sharpening its sword for the 
inevitable clash. 



{Continued from Page 1) 

ding us for our anti-militarist pro* 
paganda the S.P. was expelling xm 
from its ranks for our struggle for 
revolutionary defeatism. 

Challaye followed, declaring his 
solidarity. His remaining argu- 
ments were those of a pacifist. 
"The army", he said, "must not be 
diverted by national defense. These 
young people are acting in the best 
tradition of Jaures, that is to say, 
of republican defense." 

"Hold on!", the judge interrupt- 
ed, "the accused do not want the 
soldiers to remain at the aerrtce of 
national defense outside the con- 
flict. They are against national 
defense and call upon the soldiers to 
join ranks with the proletarians." 
Revolutionists on the Stand 

The bourgeois judge is very well 
aware of the class struggle. 

Then a few words from Deglise, 
revolutionary socialist, in which he. 
described the misery of the soldiers 
in the barracks: the judge inter- 
rupted him, cutting him off and 
calling upon the attendants to re- 
move him from the stand. 

The floor was then given to tke 
accused, all of whom affirmed their 
revolutionary will. 

G. Brun, former business man- 
ager of Revolution, admitted his 
responsibility. "I am a socialist," 
he stated, "and not an anarchist," 

Melcbeler read a statement ad- 
mitting guilt for his revolutionary 
action. 

Maria Cralpean declared that 
even if she bad known that the 
paper was banned, she would hate 
sold it. She defended the right of 
young workers to call upon their 
brothers In uniform to fraterntae, 
to refuse to serve the capitalist 
and proved that this is a funda- 
mental doctrine of communists. 
rrhat is what the Revolutionary 
Socialist Youth fight for today 
under the banner of Marc, Lenta 
and Trotsky. She concluded wifih 
the slogans: 

"Long live the J.SJtl 

'Xong live the Fourth Interna- 
tional!" 

After a plea of Leo Lagrange for 
G. Brun,Bous and Gerard spoke of 
the bloody policy of the deeree-lawa. 

On Thursday February 13th, the 
judges rendered their verdict, bear- 
ing the spread of the affair they 
sentenced our three comrades to 
one month In prison and 100 francs 
fine each. 



Cross Framed 
in 111. Court 
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Technically, Cross was arrested 
and charged with "driving an auto 
while intoxicated." Cross was ar- 
rested In a car accident which oc- 
curred Christmas Eve of last year. 
The total damages amounted to %1- 
The damages were paid. . No one 
was Injured; not one of the persons 
whose car was damaged complained 
or prosecuted. Yet States Attorney 
Seyfrit, notorious for his "red-bait- 
ing* and frame-up of unemployed 
workers brazenly stated he would 
"get" Cross. 

The "getting" is not one sided, 
however. Labor is aroused and they 
are out to get Cross out of prison 
by appealing his case to s higher 
court ; more than that— the militant 
workers of Macoupin county will 
render a verdict In the coming elec- 
tions for states attorney by retiring 
Michael Seyfrit for hi? anti-labor 
Organic Defense Ccumittee 

A committee h?» been organized 
composed of members e-t the miner's 
union. Illinois Workers Alliance and 
other labor organizations. Local 1, 
Progressive Miners of America has 
already pledged its support after 
John Batftuello, left wing leader, 
delivered a fiery speech flaying 
Mlchae Seyfrit for his anti-labor 
activities. 

The defense committee has re- 
tained two local attorneys, but a 
desire that Albert Goldman, noted 
socialist attorney, be retained for 
the case was expressed by the 
majority of the committee. "The 
reactionaries put Cross in jail," one 
of the defense group said, "but it'll 
take the radicals to get him out. 
So we don't want to take any 
chances. We want this case to be 
handled along the real labor, class 
struggle lines." 

Cross can be contacted at Van- 
dalia Penal Farm, Vandalia, Illinois. 
Funds Needed 

The defense committee urges the 
sympathizers anil members of the 
Workers Party and SYL to immed- 
iately rush funds to Tom Sorbie, 
Treasurer, James Cross Defense 
Committee, 1406 South Macoupin 
St., Gillespie, III. Joe Burrell, left 
wing mine leader, is chairman of 
the committee. 

At least a hundred dollars Is need- 
ed for the initial expense of the de- 
fense. Cross is In jail because he 
fought for labor. Tomorrow the 
Macoupin county reactionaries may 
imprison our brave left wing min- 
ers. Let's all put our shoulders to 
the wheel by raising money and 
getting Cross out of Jail and event- 
ually absolved of the rotten frame- 
op. 
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Statement on the War Crisis 



i. 



(Adopted Unanimously) illusions fostered by the diplomacy 

For the past six months, after of the Soviet Union, In company 



more than a year of deliberate 
preparation, the armies of Italian 
Fascism have driven their attack 
against the Ethiopian peoples. Im- 
pelled by the intolerable strains of 
internal social and economic con- 
tradictions, Mussolini and the Ital- 
ian bourgeoisie have sought a solu- 
tion in 6pen imperialist aggression 
against the last of the independent 
nations of Africa. 

2. The war in' Africa demon- 
strates that the conflicts of world 
imperialism have reached the stage. 
of armed struggle for a re-making 
of boundaries, and a re-division of 
territories and colonial possessions. 
Though the Italian campaign in 
Ethiopia may not lead immediately 
and directly to a world struggle of 
the imperialist powers, this delay 
can prove no more than temporary. 

The war in Ethiopia, most be 
understood as the prelude to the 
new imperialist world war. 

9. In the preparation for the 
Italian seizure of Ethiopia, and 
during the course of the conflict, 
the League of Nations has once 
more demonstrated beyond any pos- 
sible doubt its true role. The 
League is not in any sense what- 
ever "the defender of peace." It Is 
the legal and hypocritical cover for 
the maneuvering of the dominant 
imperialist powers. From the time 
Ethiopia first Invoked League as- 
sistance la December, 1934, up to 
the actual outbreak of the war, the 
League negotiations served to per- 
mit uninterrupted preparations for 
the hostilities by Italy, and to deter 
defensive preparation by Ethiopia. 
The League has been utilized, 
throughout, above all to serve the 
«nds of British imperialism. Be- 
hind Its cover, the agents of Great 
Britain, France and Italy have hag- 
gled over the price In terms of 
treaties, guarantees, protection and 
territories, which each was willing 
to pay to preserve its own interests. 
The threat and use of League sanc- 
tions have been made not to save 
Ethiopia — which the League itself 
has repeatedly offered to sacrifice — 
but to safeguard British colonial 
possessions and lines of communica- 
tion, to try to close the opening for 
■Germany in Central Europe, and in 
general to uphold the needs of the 
dominant member-states. The 
League of Nations is in every re- 
spect the agency, not of peace, but 
«f imperialist aggression. 

The struggle against imperial- 
ist war demands the unremitting 
exposure of the role of the 
League of Nations. 

4. No' less than the European 
powers is U. S. imperialism bound 
fcy the Iron chain of cause and ef- 
fect to the events in Africa and to 
the new world conflict which they 
herald. The sentimental dream of 
V, S. isolation, Roosevelt's promises 
that the TJ. S. will remain "free and 
untangled", have no more force 
than the unctuous phrases of Wil- 
son, in 1816. "Neutrality" and 
"Neutrality Legislation" are only 
decorated counters in the imperial- 
ist game, sugar-coated formulations 
cf different phases of the U. S. war 
poliey. The U. S. will, on the con- 
trary, play the dominant and de- 
risive role in the new imperialist 
struggle. Behind its pacifist cover- 
ing, the Roosevelt government is 
pouring more funds into its war 
machine than any other nation in 
the world. Both navy and army are 
constructed on a purely offensive 
strategic batis. The U. S. bour- 
geoisie, waiting find preparing, ex- 
pects *o intervene- In the later stages 
«f the world smuggle, when the 
other powers, .ire mutually exhaust- 
ed, to achieve the world domination 
of U. S. finance-capital. 

The struggle against Imperial- 
ist war is above all the straggle 
against V. S. imperialism. 

5. The U.S.S.lt. cannot avoid 
Implication in the world ,contllct. 
The very life of the workers' state 
is threatened by the approach of 
war. A central task of the struggle 
against war is the detense of the 
U.S.S.R. But, in the last analysis, 
this defense can be based only upon 
the revolutionary advance of the 
International proletariat. Stalinist 
diplomacy, on the contrary, to, an 
■ever increasing degree, serves sole- 
ly to disorient the international pro- 
letariat, break up the revolutionary 
struggle against imperialist war, 
and thus to undermine the real de- 
fense of the U.S.S.R. Basing it- 
self not upon the international 
working class, but upon military 
-pacts with bourgeois states, upon 
■diplomatic deals, appeals to pacifist 
and liberal anti-war sentiment, and 
the maneuvers of the League of 
Nations, Soviet foreign policy pro- 
motes the most disastrous illusions 
In the minds of the workers, ham- 
pers and disrupts their struggle 
against the exploiters at home, and 
acts in effect to further the inter- 
ests of French and British imperial- 
ism. 

The struggle against imperialist 
war requires the constant expo- 
■sure of the foreign policy of Stal- 
inism. 

,<J. One of the most dangerous 



with demoralized liberals, reform- 
ists, pacifists of all shades, and 
Roosevelt himself is the notion that 
the world is now divided between 
"peace- loving democratic" nations 
and "war-loving fascist" nations. 
This notion is part of the prepara- 
tion for support of the "peace-loving 
nations" in the coming war. Marx- 
ism rejects and dispels this illusion 
or any form of it. The idea that 
there are peace-loving as opposed 
to war-loving capitalist nations, like 
the idea that one or another nation 
is "guilty" in an imperialist war, is 
at best forma listic ethical sentimen- 
tality, not political realism. The 
causes of war are to be found in 
the internal structure of world 
capitalism, operating within aB 
nations. The national state of every 
capitalist nation, without exception, 
is the political instrument of the 
class enemy, the first and implac- 
able enemy o£ that nation's prolet- 
ariat. The revolutionary party can 
make no distinction between "good" 
and "bad" capitalist states. It Is 
the enemy of every capitalist 
state, to the death. 

7. Equally illusory and disast- 
rous is the belief that the struggle 
against war can be aided by support 
of governmental "sanctions against 
the aggressor", whether applied by 
Individual capitalist states directly, 
or Indirectly through the League of 
Nations, which is nothing else than 
the puppet instrument of the imper- 
ialist powers. Support of govern- 
mental sanctions in any form — no 
matter what the "modifications" 
and "criticism*'— necessarily means 
collaboration with the sanetion- 
applying capitalist state. Such col- 
laboration, in turn, necessarily 
means support of the war policy of 
the given capitalist state. The re- 
volutionary struggle against war is 
always the struggle against the 
capitalist state. Collaboration of 
any kind is always, and must be, 
social-patriotism and betrayal. 

8. The same conclusion holds 
with equal force with reference to 
the support of "Neutrality Legisla- 
tion" in this country. Once again, 
support of Neutrality Legislation 
necessarily means the attempt .to 
conduct the struggle against war in 
collaboration with the imperialist 
government, and thus can be con- 
ceived as nothing else than a form 
of social-patriotism. Imperialism, 
which makes wars, can never be an 
ally in the struggle against war. 
The struggle against war must be 
everywhere and always the inde- 
pendent revolutionary struggle 
against imperialism itselt. 

9. At the outbreak of the last 
imperialist war, the Second Inter- 
national revealed its internal de- 
generation by betraying the work- 
ing class to the class enemy, by 
espousfng the cause of national de- 
fense and patriotism, by a truce 
with the bourgeoisie in the Interests 
of "national unity", by going over 
to social-patriotism and social- 
chauyenism. Already, before the 
outbreak of the new war, the lead- 
ers of the Socialist and Labour In- 
teroational, together with the major 
repetition of the betrayal, are al- 
ready preparing to turn over their 
following to the war-anakers. In 
Bngland, the Labour Party, by cal- 
ling for government applied sanc- 
tions and the closing of the Suez 
Canal, and by supporting the main 
line of the Baldwin government, 
has once again taken the position 
of national unity (that is, solidar- 
ity with the class enemy) before 
the war danger, and of fully devel- 
oped social- patriot ism — to defend 
the interests of the bourgeoisie 'liberals, ministers, bourgeois wo- 



against "Hitler aggressions, and to 

"implement the League Covenant" 

by government sanctions. The 
Bauer-Dau-Zyromski Thesis openly 
advocates support of the wars of 
"democratic nations" against "fac- 
cist nations". As early as August 
of last year, the Executive Commit- 
tee of the Socialist and Labour In- 
ternational adopted a program of 
full-blooded social-patriotism. 

The struggle against imperial- 
ist war means the struggle 
against the Second International. 

10. During the past two years, 
the Communist International has 
passed from a policy which weak- 
ened and disoriented the revolu- 
tionary struggle against war to an 
active espousal of the policies of 
class truce and social-patriotism. 
By the Franco-Soviet Pact, the 
Stalin- Laval communique, the con- 
duct of the Soviet Union represen- 
tatives in the League during the 
Ethiopian crisis, and above all by 
the Seventh Congress of the C.I., 
the Communist International stands 
unmasked as the heir of social-de- 
mocracy's betrayal on the issue of 
war, announcing itself as ready to 
do the hangman's Job of turning 
over the proletariat of England, 
France and the U.S. to their na- 
tional bourgeoisie in the coming 
war, in return for paper promises 
of protection for the borders of the 
Soviet Union. In England^ the Com- 
munist party applauds the position 
of the Labour Party; in France, the 
Communist party supports enthusi- 
astically the worst betrayals of 
Blum and Herriot; in Czechoslo- 
vakia, the Communist party votes 
for Benes and openly calls on the 
masses to fight for the Chechoslo- 
vakian bourgeoisie and thus for Its 
master, French imperialism; in the 
U.S., the Communist party repeats 
edly declares its pledge to support 
the government in a war against 
Japan. The C.I. and its sections 
take the lead in demanding League 
and governmental sanctions against 
"aggressor" nations; in calling for 
support of democratic nations 
against fascist nations; in fostering 
the most degraded forms o£ pacif- 
ism; in pushing "vigorous" Neu- 
trality Legislation on the part of 
the U.S. government. Throughout 
the world the Communist Interna- 
tional prepares the sacrifice of the 
working class on the altar of imper- 
ialism. 

The struggle against imperial- 
ist war means everywhere the re- 
lentless struggle against the 
Third International. 

11. Throughout the world tbe 
only organized forces systematic- 
ally advocating and Conducting the 
revolutionary struggle against im- 
perialist war are the parties and 
grouping of the Fourth Interna- 
tionalists. The Workers Party of 
the U.S. carries on this struggle 
in the closest solidarity with its 
comrades in all countries. 

Against the betrayers, the Work- 
ers Party rejects every form of so- 
cial-patriotism and social-chauvin- 
ism ; it rejects every conception of 
national unity and national de- 
fense ; it rejects all ideas of truce 
with the bourgeois state, democrat- 
ic or fascist ; it exposes the role of 
the League of Nations as the pawn 
of the imperialist member states; 
it opposes all forms of government- 
al sanctions or neutrality legisla- 
tion ; it rejects the sentimental il- 
lusions of pacifists and petty-bour- 
geois liberals; above all it directs 
Its attacks against the enemy at 
home, against U.S. imperialism. 

The Workers Party places no re- 
liance on the "peaceful" intentions 
of bourgeois-democratic nations, nor 
upon spineless "united fronts" of 



Resolution on the Socialist Party 



( Adopted Unanimously) 
The recent developments in the 
Socialist Party coming as a climax 
to the process of differentiation 
which has been taking place during 
the past several years, are of de- 
cisive importance for ■the future of 
the revolutionary movement in this 
country. A new stage was reached 
in the Internal party struggle with 
the open split in the New York or- 
ganization. The gradual extension 
of the cleavag on a wider scale has 
been accompanied by shifts of 
various kinds In the relationship of 
forces. Such shifts are an inevit- 
able aspect of the struggle, and the 
precise outcome cannot as yet be 
predicted with certainty. .With the 
approach of the Socialist Party con- 
vention, the lines will become more 
clearly drawn, and it may be ex- 
pected that the present stage of de- 
velopment will reach its culmina- 
tion at the convention itself. 

The Old Guard represents social 
democratic reformism in the crudest 
form. The standpoint of this os- 
sified and reactionary group in 
questions of domestic policy is 
basically class- collaborationist. Its 
international position (support of 
League of Nations sanctions, sup- 
port of "democratic" against fascist 
states) infallibly indicates that in 
the mming war the Old Guard will 
fall automatically into the policy of 
social-patriotism. At bottom, the 
factional struggle in the party is the 
reflection of a strong impulse in 
the ranks of the socialist workers 



position. The greatest weakness in 
the struggle of the Left Wing has 
been the failure to develop fully 
the indications of the conflict in 
programmatic terms and to conduct 
the .struggle on this basis. This 
accounts for the 'numerous vacilla- 
tions in the policy of the Left Wing 
and the repeated compromises with 
the Old Guard.' The limitation of 
the struggle to questions of organ- 
ization also holds the door open to 
new compromises and combinations 
which can arrest the progressive 
tendencey and enable the extreme 
right wing to regain its lost organ- 
ization positions and conquer new 
ones. Such possibilities leave the 
course of the internal struggle in 
the next months somewhat un- 
certain. Only the actions taken at 
the forthcoming convention will in- 
dicate clearly and decisively the 
further directions of the S. P. 

It is the task and duty of the 
revolutionary forces to follow each 
phase Of this process within the 
Socialist Party with the utmost care 
and attention, and to seek through- 
out, by. political criticism, to aid 
actively In producing the most 
fruitful results possible for the ad- 
vancement of the revolutionary, 
movement in this country. The 
specific outcome during the coming 
months will determine the precise 
attitude to be taken by the Workers 
Party. The National Committee is 
in st meed to follow the further 
developments In the Socialist Party 



and youth toward a revolutionary attentively from this point of view. 



men's clubs and "anti-war" profes- 
sionals ; on the contrary, it attacks 
the whole conception of such reli- 
ance as aiding and promoting, and 
not in any way hindering the prep- 
arations for war. 

The Workers Party calls for the 
continued effort to defend the Ethi- 
opian peoples against Italian ag- 
gression, for the defense of the U.S. 
S.K., for unremitting struggle 
against the coming imperialist war. 
But for this defense and this strug- 
gle, the Workers Party calls at the 
same time for the sole means by 
which they can be, in fact, conduct- 
ed: for the independent and autono- 
mous action of the working class. 
It is the International working 
class, especially the Italian working 
class, together with the oppressed 
colonial peoples, who are the true 
allies of the Ethiopian peoples— not 
"peace-loving" Britain, nor the 
League of Nations, nor Stalin-Lav- 
al, nor Roosevelt, nor their own 
Christian Emperor and semi-feudal 
chieftains. It is the independent 
sanctions of the working class, Its 
own boycotts, strikes, defense funds 
mass demonstrations that can aid 
the battles of the Ethiopian peoples, 
not the sanctions of finance-capital 
and its puppet states. And likewise 
for the defense of the U.S.S.R. ami 
the struggle against the approach- 
ing world war, It is only the inde- 
pendent action of the working class 
together with its allies under its 
leadership which gives hope to the 
working and exploited masses — a 
struggle not in collaboration with 
the bourgeoisie through the nation- 
al state, but in ever sharper attack 
against the bourgeoisie and the na- 
tional state. 

The struggle against war is not 
and cannot be conceived as an "in- 
dependent" struggle, having a spec- 
ial status above class conflicts. It 
is an integral part of the revolu- 
tionary struggle for workers' pow- 
er. The class strength, means — not 
suspension of tbe class conflict un- 
til the war crisis passes — hut the 
intensification of class conflict and 
the preparation to turn the Imper- 
ialist war into a civil war for the 
overthrow of the bourgeois state 
and the vietory of the workers. 

More clearly than any other 
phase of revolutionary activity does 
the struggle against war attest the 
International character of the revo- 
lutionary movement. It is an inter- 
national struggle and must be con- 
ducted in terms of an international 
strategy, through an Integrated in- 
ternational organization. Thus the 
struggle against war poses, in the 
most intense form, the central task 
of the present period: the building 
of the Fourth International, the dy- 
namic generator to drive forward 
the revolutionary advance of the 
working class. Threatening as Is 
the oncoming of the new war, rel- 
atively weak numerically as are the 
forces now ranged against it, there 
is no reason to despair. Out of the 
last world war came the first great 
step of the world revolution. Yet, 
in 1914, the internationalists were 
an organized force in only one na- 
tion, and the betrayal of social-de- 
mocracy came to the great mass of 
the workers as a shock that was 
unexpected and not prepared for. 
Today, organized groups of revolu- 
tionary internationalists exist In 
nearly every nation, and are active- 
ly forging the parties of the Fourth 
International ; today the Second 
and Third Internationals have an- 
nounced their betrayalhefoffehand, 
and we will thus not be trapped by 
surprise; and today we have the 
rich experience and lessons of the 
past generation to draw from. 

The straggle against imperial- 
ist war is the struggle for social- 
ism, is the struggle for ttte Fourth 
International, for the world rev- 
olution. 
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First Edition . . . 

"L, D. Trotsky (N. Trotsky) : 
born In 1879, active in the Workers' 
Circles in the city of Nlkolayev; 
in 1898 exiled to Siberia, soon after 
escaped abroad and participated in 
the Iskra. Delegate from the Siber- 
ian League at the Second Congress 
of the Party. After the split in the 
Party, adhered to the Mensheviks. 
Even prior to the revolution, in 
1905, he advanced his own and to- 
day particularly noteworthy theory 
of tlie permanent revolution, in 
which he asserted that the bour- 
geois revolution of 1905 must pass 
directly into the socialist revolu- 
tion, being the first of the national 
revolutions; he defended his theory 
in the newspaper Naehalo, the cent- 
ral organ of the Menshevik faction 
published during November- Decem- 
ber. 1905, in Petersburg. After the 
arrest of Khrustalev — Nossar, he 
was elected Chairman of the First 
Petersburg Soviet of Workers' Dep- 
uties. Arrested together with the 
Executive Committee on December 
3, 1905, he was sent into life exile 
to Obdorsk. but escaped en route 
and emigrated abroad. Trotsky 
chose Vienna to live in, and there 
he issued a popular labor newspa- 
per,Pravda, to be circulated in Rus- 
sia ; he broke with the Mensheviks 
and attempted to form a group out- 
side of all factions ; however, dur- 
ing the factional struggle abroad he 
made a bloc with the Mensheviks 
and the Vperedovists against the 
bloc between Lenin and Plekhanov 
who fought against the liquidators. 
From the very beginning of the im- 
perialist war he took a brilliant in- 
ternationalist position, participated 
in the publication of Nashe SIovo, 
and adhered to Zimmerwald. De- 
ported from France he went to the 
United States. On his return from 
there after the February revolution, 
he was arrested by the English and 
set free only on the demand of the 
Provisional Government, which was 
forced to intervene under the pres- 
sure of the Petersburg Soviet. In 
Petersburg he entered the organi- 
zation of the *Mejrayontsi", togeth- 
er with whom he joined the Bolshe- 
vik Party at the Sixth Party Con- 
gress, in July, 1917, in Petersburg. 
After the July days, he was arrest- 
ed by the Government of Kerensky 
and indicted for "leading the insur- 
rection", but was shortly freed 
under the ' pressure of the Peters- 
burg proletariat. After the Peters-; 
burg Soviet went over to the Bol- 
sheviks, he was elected Chairman, 
and in this capacity he organised 
and led the insurrection of October 
25. Standing member of the C.E.C. 
of the C.P.S.U. since 1917; member 
of the Council of People's Commis- 
sars, first holding the post of Peo- 
ple's Commissar of Foreign Affairs, 
then People's Commissar of War." 
(Our emphasis) 

The above brief biography of 
Trotsky appeared In a note to the 
first edition of Lenin's Collected 
Works, Volume XIV, part 2, page 
481. Lenin was then still alive. 



Second Edition . , . 

After Lenta died, a second edi- 
tion of his Collected Works was 
issued by the Lenin Institute. We 
give below the "biographical 
note" of Hie Stalinist historians 
as it was dished up after Trot* 
sky's expulsion, in Volume XXI, 
page 571: 

"L. D. Trotsky, . (born 1879): 
worked in the city of Nlkolayev, 
participated in the South Russian 
Workers' League. In 18Q8 was ar- 
rested and exiled to the Irkutsk 
province, from where he escaped 
abroad In 1902. In 1903 participat- 
ed In the Second Party Congress, 
and after the split in the Party, 
while remaining with the Menshe- 
viks, he participated closely in the 
Iskra. During the first revolution 
in 1905 he worked in Petersburg. 
Adherent of Parvus's theory of the 
permanent revolution. When the 
Petersburg Soviet of ^Workers' Dep- 
uties was organized, he entered In- 
to Its Executive Committee and 
later became Chairman, After the 
arrest of the Petersburg Soviet, he 
was exiled to Siberia but en route 
to exile fled from Berezov and par- 
ticipated In the London Congress. 
Living in Vienna, he formed his 
own group, the ideological expres- 
sion of which was a paper he pub- 
lished, Pravda. In 1912, participated 
in the so-called "August Bioc", cre- 
ated for the struggle aaginst the 
Bolsheviks. During the Imperialist 
war he was a member of the edi- 
torial board of the internationalist 
organ, Nashe Slovo, published in 
Paris. He took part in Zimmerwald, 
holding a "centrist" position, and 
not adhering to the Zimmerwald 
left. In 1916, on the charge of car- 
rying on internationalist propaganda 
he was deported from France to 
Spain, and from there, after his 
arrest, he was again deported to 
America- In 1917, upon his arrival 
at Petrograd, he Joined the Inter- 
nationalst organization of "Mejra- 
yontsl", and together with them en- 
tered into the Bolshevik Party at 
the Sixth Congress of the C.P.S.U. 
and was elected to the C.E.C. After 
the Bolsheviks had conquered the 
Petrograd Soviet in September, 
1917, Trotsky became its Chairman. 
After October, he became People's 
Commissar of Foreign Affairs. Dur- 
ing the controversy over the Brest- 
Li to vsk Peace, he was a staunch 
opponent of the latter, favoring the 
tactic "No Peace, No War". After 
the Brest Peace, he became People's 
Commissar of War and Chairman 
of the Revolutionary War Council 
of the Republic, up to 1924. During 
the discussion in 1920-21, he head- 
ed one of the factions formed at 
that time, defending the necessity 
of "Statifying" the trade unions. 
In 1923 he went over to the Oppo- 
sition; from 1926 the leader of the 
■•United'' Opposition. In 1927, ex- 
pelled from the party'', (Our em 
phasls. ) 

The above quoted and "im- 
proved*' biography was to be 
found even in the "Third Edi- 
tion" of Lenin's Collected Works 
up to 1931, and thereafter, until 
another Third Edition" was is- 
sued by tbe Marx-Engels-Lealn 
Institute in 1935. 
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Third Edition . . . 

In this latest Stalinist fallsfica- 
tion of history we find tbe follow* 
ing "biography'' fat the same vol- 
ume XXI, on tbe very same page 
571: 

"L. D. Trotsky (Bronstetn) born 
1879— social democrat who headed 
a "Centrist" tendency (Trotsky- 
ism) In the ranks of the Russian 
Social Democracy, and who subse- 
quently slid down to the role of the 
"advanced troop of the counter-rev- 
olutionary bourgeoisie". Participat- 
ed In the Second Party Conpress, 
after -the split became a rabid Men- 
shevik. Chairman of the Petersburg 
Soviet of .Workers' Deputies in 
1905. Adherent of the semi-Menshe- 
vist Parvuslte theory of the perma- 
nent revolution. In 1912, organized 
the so-called "August Bloc" for the 
struggle against tbe Bolsheviks. 
During the war rejected slogan of 
civil war, defeatism, and tbe nec- 
essity of breaking organizationally 
with tbe social chauvinists. His 
slogan "No Victories, No Defeats" 
was a paraphrase of the slogan "de- 
fense of the Fatherland.*' In 1917, 
upon his arrival at Petrograd he 
joined tbe "MeJrayontsL" and to- 
gether with the latter entered the 
Bolshevik party at the Sixth Con- 
gress of the C.P.S.U. and was elect- 
ed to the C.E.C. After October- 
People's Commissar of Foreign Af- 
fairs, On the question of the Brest 
peace, first expressed himself In 
favor of the tactic "No Peace, No 
Wars," and after the offensive was 
resumed, — for a revolutionary war. 
After the Brest Peace — People's 
Commissar of War, and Chairman 
of the Revolutionary War Commit- 
tee of the Republic (up to 1924). 
In 1820-1921, defended the neces- 
sity of "statifying" the trade un- 
ions, and organized a faction on 
this platform. In 1928-1924 headed 
the opposition; from 1926, leader 
of the "Oppositionist Bloc" (Trot- 
sky-Kamenev-Zinovtev). 'Waged a 
sharp factional strugple against 
the C.P.S.U. and the Communist 
International. In November 1927, 
together with his adherents, he at- 
tempted to stage antt-Sovlet dem- 
onstrations in Moscow and Lenin- 
grad. Defended the views of the 
impossibility of building socialism 
In the U.S.S.R., of the Inevitability 
of the degeneration of the Bolshe- 
vik party and the Soviet power, 
and the probable return to capital- 
ism. At the Fifteenth Conpress of 
the C.P.S.U. expelled from the 
party. In 1929, exiled abroad for 
underground anti-Soviet activity. 
Abroad, side by side with the -White 
Guards he became one of the po- 
tarbing centers of the counter-reT- 
olutionary forces inside and out- 
side of the U.S.S.R." (Our empha- 
sis.) 

In the Museum of the Revolution* 
■in Moscow in a dark corner there is 
hung and, perhaps, is still hanging, 
a modest tablet. It bore the fol- 
lowing Inscription: 

"In the nature of tnlnps. It is 
impossible to argue with Trotsky, 
for he has no views of any sort. 
"It Is necessary and obligatory 
to argue with confirmed liquida- 
tors and Otzovlsts but there is 
no arguing with a man who plays 
the role of a screen for the mis- 
takes of both the former and the 
latter— such a man must be ex- 
posed as a diplomat of the worst 
type." 
It one were to take Stalin at his 
own words, a tablet should be hung 
in his memory with the inscrip- 
tion: 

"He never argued, he only falsi- 
ned.'* 



•In this museum there is sup- 
posedly preserved the record of 
each and every participant and 
event In the Russian Revolution 
(even prior to 1905). The above 
mentioned tablet is the only record 
of Trotsky's participation in the 
revolutionary struggles of the Rus- 
sian proletariat. It was copied by 
a tourist. 
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Aad tlie People d front 

~~. 4> ■**»■» nlA'n Fvabb* Arts as Ural^o an 1 ? 



By MAX SHACHTMAN 



A singular unanimity marks the 
reception accorded the election 
victory of the People's Front by 
labor papers which are otherwise 
antagonistic to each other's views. 
The Jewish Daily Forward and the 
equally octogenarian New Leader 
Tie with the editors of the Dally 
Worker In saluting the victory with 
an intoxicated enthusiasm which 
they do not allow a single critical 
comment to mar. 

That the outcome of the elections 
reveals a distinctly gratifying ad- 
vance by the Spanish working class 
is, of course, beyond debate. One 
must search far and wide fn the 
modern history of the working elass 
of the world to find a parallel to 
the amazing recuperative powers of 
the Spanish proletariat. "What 
neither the social democratic nor 
tie Stalinist press have obliged us 
with, however, is an explanation for 
the contrast between tie resurgence 
of the formerly defeated Spanish 
working class and the continued 
paralysis of, let us say, the also de- 
feated German working class. Un- 
less one is to ascribe the causes of 
the startling contrast to some mys- 
terious national superiority of Span- 
ish proletarian physiology or intel- 
lect over the German, the difference 
must be sought for in another do- 
main. Neither social democrats nor 
Stalinists are partleulary anxious 
to probe for an intelligible answer 
to the question for the simple reason 
that it would fly in the face of 
their respective political philoso- 
phies. 

Hie Great Value of Struggle 

Both your regular social democ- 
rat and your official Stalinist placed 
tie seal of approbation on (he fail- 
ure of the German labor parties — 
S.P. and C.P.— to lead the prolet- 
ariat in direct struggle against the 
Fascist bandits before fhey came to 
power in 1933. At the same time, 
they "deplored" the armed struggle 
of the Spanish workers against the 
advancing reaction in October 1934 
and more than hinted that it had 
all the intolerable aspects of a futile 
putsch. How many ■times did they 
both say — often In so many words: 
It would have availed the German 
proletariat nothing to struggle 
against, insuperable odds; and the 
Spanish defeat in 1934 showed how 
fruitless was such needless blood- 
shed as would have been involved 
by a similar attempt In Germany. 

Yet, the lesson of the Saunish 
labor revival in no! only unambig- 
uous, but it speaks out conclusively 
against these present-day plagiarists 
of Plekhanov whose solitary con- 
tribution to thi' summary of the 
1905 revolution in Russia was the 
lament that 'they shoud not have 
taken up arms''. The difference 
between Germany and. Spain lies 
essentially in this: The German 
working class was defeated without 
a struggle. The Fascist thugs found 
that they could come to power with- 
out encountering any resistance from 
the proletariat. The ruling class 
was therefore able to say to itself: 
If I could bring this gang of serai- 
armed mercenaries to power for 
the purpose of crashing every vest- 
ige of labor organization, without 
labor even attempting to fight them 
off, how much less have I to fear 
from the workers now that the Fas- 
cist mamelukes are equipped with 
the* complete arsenal of state power? 
I can therefore be more arrogant 
and brutal: 1 can therefore have 
greater self -confidence. The working 
class could only say to itself; If I 
(read: if my parties, my leaders) 
was not able to lift a finger against 
the Fa«eM trash when it was arm- 
ed with little move than knives, 
how shall I be able to light them 
now that they are armed with the 
whole repressive machinery of the 
state? And if mv leaders stood 
l*irified in their tracks when they 
still had the vast '■legal' possibili- 
ties of fiKlitiiiif the Fnsilsts. before 
iv (■ were dispersed and driven 
underground or nmU'i* the yoke of 
Hitler, what reason have I to be- 
lieve that they will Lie anvihin:; but 
le«s effective now. when Hitler lias 
two inaehine-Riin- fur every dagger 
he had J esterda,\ j 

111 ifther wol'iN. just because they 
were nut led into sivoggle in Ger- 
many, the workers have levi con- 
fidence in Ihemselves and, eontravi- 
wise. the bourgeoisie lias far ureat- 
er s ( .|f.;issnraiiee. firmness, solidity. 

Reasons for Resurgence 

In Spain, however, just because 
the wokers fought, their mood and 
the corresponding mood of the bour- 
geoisie, are different. The workers 
think: Yes. we were defeated in one 
battle, but we showed the Fascists 
that we can and will fight, even 
under' adverse circumstances. We 
have proved to ourselves that if 
only we organize ourselves better 
in this, that and the other respect, 
we possess an invincible power. 
The bourgeoisie thinks: We are not 
playing with a toothless old hound 
here, whom we can kick around con- 
temptuously. This working class is 
a lion which showed his teeth and 
claws and inflicted some serious 
wounds upon us. And even if bis 
leap was not well prepared and his 
retreat not so well ordered, we did 
not terminate the fight by skinning 
his hide. In other words, In Spain 
>bn hemrepnjeip emerged from the 
llct.iber v, i Ii re-:.*' I for i;.e ,.orl.- 
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ing class and an idea that a mea- ; 
sure of prudence was needed ; the 
workers emerged from the battle 
with a high spirit of self-assurance 
and confidence in their ability to 
retrieve their losses in the very next 
battle. 

Essentially, this is the explanation 
for the remarkable showing made 
by the Spanish workers in their 
speedy comeback. At the same time 
it is a pitiless indictment of the 
cowardly capitulation of the Second 
and Third Internationals in Ger- 
many in 1933, of their effrontery in 
attributing to tie working class 
their own despicable cowardice. 
("We would have liked to fight, 
but the masses were not ready.") 

If the reader draws from the 
above conclusion that the Spanish 
masses did and do have the kind of 
leadership that offers an additional 
assurance of the final victory, he 
will have misread the situation bad- 
ly. After having remained firmly 
asleep at the switch and deprecat- 
ing the revolution of 1931 as a mere 
nothing, the Stalinists ended up, in 
October 1034, by grudgingly enter- 
ing the united front of the working 
class organizations against which 
they had inveighed up to the last 
minute. As for the socialist lead- 
ership, it kept the Spanish working 
class in leash for as long as it 
could, tying it as firmly as possible 
to the "democratic" capitalist re- 
public, demoralizing it. month in 
and month out by the practise of 
coalitions with the bourgeoisie, and 
"organizing" the October insurrec- 
tion for the grand purpose of "fore 
ing"' the capitalists io restore the 
socialists to their inglorious position 
of captives in the government of 
the "republic of the working class- 
es". 

People's Front — A. Lightning Rod 

Then, as if this record were not 
sufficiently ignoble, they — both so- 
cialists and Stalinists — capped it by 
performing 'the -function -of -light- 
ning rods, grounding into the harm- 
less soil of "democratic" capitalism 
the increasingly menacing Hashes 
of working class resurgence which 
has been rising for months like a 
black cloudbank that migfit inun- 
date the rule of the bourgeoisie in 
Spain for alt time. This not very 
laudable function was performed 
through the mechanism of the 
Spanish People's Front. To pass un- 
critically over the pompons phrase- 
ology of the People's Front in Spain 
would be just as criminal as it was 
to beat the drums for these other 
"victories" which were gained in 
Germany by the "Iron Front" in its 
time — and would lead to just as 
complete a calamity for the Span- 
ish working class and any other 
that would emulate it, as it did for 
the German proletariat a couple of 
years ago. 

The first question that arises in 
connection with the Spanish 
1'eople's Front is: Is it correct for 
the workers to seek and arrive at 
an agreement with a bourgeois dem- 
ocratic party in the struggle 
against bourgeois reaction, even an 
agreement on the parliamentary 
Held? Absolutely correct! But only 
under certain conditions and in cer- 
tain ways. The principal condition, 
especially in elections, i.s that the 
party of the proletariat which 
makes the agreement with the 
bourgeois democrat es, retains, abso- 
lutely, its political and organiza- 
tional independence. It may not 
merye itself into the bourgeois 
party. It may not* write a "rom- 
inoii progr.im'' with the bourgeois 
pstrty, in this or that dislrkt, the 
proletariat! party, may vote for the 
candidate of the bourgeois parly, 
in exchange for similar votes for 

ilself in other .list ri.-fs. Hut from | demanded the nationalization of all 
ils o«n platform— and it must have \ banks. In the field of improving the 
mu-t always k> , „ f lhc wol -kers it j s promised 
. . . 2. The reorganization of the 
labor courts and the establishment 
of their independence.'' (Not only 
me ihc class collaborationist "la- 
bor court*'' to be "reorganized" hut 
their independence — from whom 
and what? — is to be established II 
H'c forbear from '[noting further. 
The program is simph inferior to 
the average petty bourgeois radical 
ek-'lioii phi I from. Compared with 
it. the average German social demo- 
cratic ]iarty platform, even of the 
period of the ''Iron Front"' and 
"comrade" Ilindenburg. is a, signi- 
(iciint social document. In so far, 
therefore, as the program of the 
'People's Front" is concerned, the 
(jGestioi of 'Who ? Whom?" is an- 
swered: The bourgeoisie wrote i-t; 
the proletariat accepted it. More 
accurately, the treacherous leader- 
ship forced it. on the proletariat. 

Relationship of Forces 

On the distribution of candidates, 
the complete subordination of the 
proletarian wing of the Front to its 
bourgeois wing is also clearly evi- 
denced. Bear in mind, first, that in 
the 1931 elections, following the 
revolution, the socialists were re- 
turned as the largest party in the 
Cortes. Most of the "Republicans" 
got in by the skin of their teeth. 
Since that time, the "Republican 
Left'' parties have been consider- 
ably weakened and even more dis- 
credited among the masses. Since 
that time, also, the communist par- 
ty has grown and (he proletarian 



froat". It was not "used" by the 
workers' parties — but the workers' 
parties used by it. It was not tak- 
en in tow by the socialists and com- 
munists — it dragged, the latter in 
its wake. The payment which it 
made (the amnesty of the thirty 
thousand which leaves unaffected 
all those labor fighters who were 
imprisoned prior to the insurrec- 
tion) was extorted from it by the 
overwhelming pressure of the mass- 
es who were storming the peniten- 
tiaries themselves. The payment 
which the workers made (restora- 
tion of bourgeois democratic power, 
new credit to the discredited "re- 
publican" parties of Azana and Mar- 
tinez Barrios, etc.) were voluntarily, 
unnecessarily and unwarrantedly 
given to the bourgeoisie as a gift 
.by the labor leaders. 

It is not so much the workers 
who needed the support of the bour- 
geois politicians, as the bourgeois 
politicians who urgently required 
(he support and protection of the 
workers. They received the letter 
in the form of* the complete subor- 
dination of the labor parties to the 
bourgeois parties In the ''People's 
Front". 

Program of People's Front 

Take the question of the pro- 
gram, for example. Even assuming 
for the moment the admissibility of 
writing a common program with 
a bourgeois party — which we reject 
in principle — it is worth while ex- 
amining the "program" that was 
finally adopted. In the January 16, 
1936 issue of the Comintern publi- 
cation, Rundschau, of Basle, we 
read that "in the minimnm pro- 
gram of the Communist party for 
this electoral bloc stand the follow- 
ing demands: Amnesty for all the 
30,000 political prisoners and for 
the more than 100 revolutionary 
fighters who are condemned lo 
death ; abolition of the reactionary 
laws, reestablishment of the rights 
of democratic liberties; national 
constitution for Catalonia ; confisca- 
tion of the landed property of the 
aristocracy, the monarchists and 
all enemies of the people; dissolu- 
tion of the Fascist and monarchist 
organizations, purging the army of 
Fascists ; rehiring of all the work- 
ers discharged from factories after 
October 1934." 

Tims the minimum program of 

the O.l'. for the People's Front on 
January 16. Miserable enough, it 
will be said, and rightly so. But 
even this, which the Stalinists an- 
nounced with such apparent in trail - 
sigeance as their rock-bottom, be- 
low which they would not move, is 
not to be found in the program of 
the bloc after it was formed — -that 
is, with the exception of the propo- 
sal of amnesty for political prison- 
ers and the promise to rehire work- 
ers discharged after October 1934. 
But in place of the "minimum" de- 
mands which the bourgeois allies 
( rend : bosses) refused to include, 
ihc latter inserted a number of 
planks underneath which the three 
labor parties shamelessly signed 
their names. The People's Front 
program which makes the French 
People's Front platform and even 
President Roosevelt's program look 
like substantial Left wing docu- 
ments, is summed up by (he very 
same Rundschau of a week later 
(January 23, 1936), as follows: 
"Support of small industry and 
smiiil commerce. . . In the field of 
financial reform the most important 
is ihc proposal to work for the 
'Bank of Spain' so revising its act- 
ivity that it may fulfill in reality 
its task, the regulation of credit. 
I "nfoi'tmiateiy, the Republicans 
could not decide (!) to accept the 
mure far-reaching proposal which 



"Speed Upoi the ScabsWilllake Itour 
Jobs--" Straw Boss? No, WestCoastL.P. 



one of its own— it 
point out why it has a program of 
Us own, why if siieaks from its Own 
platform, why it has arrived at a 
temporary agreement wilh a bour- 
geois parly, why the agreement is 
uiilj temporary and cannot l>e per- 
manent, ami why the proletarian 
clans and iN party can never write 
a common program wilh lhc bour- 
geois clas>- :ind its party or parties. 
Otherwise the workers' party loses 
its reason for hide; eadent existence ; 
it has willed out the irreconcilable 
snuggle of the classes. 

What was inexcusably criminal 
on the part of the Socialist parly, 
the Communist parly and the Man- 
rtn-Nin party of "Marxian Unifica- 
tion - ' was not only that they wrote 
a ''common program'' with the dis- 
credited, bourgeois parties — which 
was bad enough — and that thereby, 
politically speaking, they appeared 
before the masses in one party with 
the bourgeoisie, but that this "com- 
mon program" was dictated and 
written by the bourgeoisie, and that 
in every other respect the joint 
party — under the pseudonym of the 
"People's Front"— was dominated 
by the bourgeoisie. In other words, 
if the class criterion which Lenin 
loved so much to apply — "Who? 
Whom?" — is employed in this case, 
the result is clearly this: 

Bourgeoisie Discredited 

The "republican'' bourgeoisie was 
so badly discredited in the eyes of 
the musses that It required a pro- 
Nvfive covering, hi the "united 



forces in the country (also on a 
parliamentary scale) have been 
strengthened absolutely and rela- 
tively by the fact tbat women have 
the vote and that, -this time, many 
anarchist and syndicalist workers 
decided to cast ballots. In face of 
these indisputable facts, the bour- 
geois wing of the Front was given 
the decisive predominance in the di- 
vision of candidacies. With Cata- 
lonia having a list of Its own, the 
division stood as follows: the Re- 
publican Left parties in the bloc 
were granted 1T0 candidates and 
the labor candidates only 143 (127 
socialists, 14 communists and 2 syn- 
dicalists). Elected were more than 
120 members of the bourgeois par- 
tie and soime 100 members of the 
labor parlies. 

To what relationship of forces in 
the country does such a division, 
which patently gives the bourgeoi- 
sie the upper hand, correspond? To 
absolutely none! It corresponds 
only to the contemptible attitude .of 
grovelling before their bourgeois 
allies — in whom they have more 
confidence than they have in the 
forces of the proletariat— which is 
shared equally by the socialist and 
Stalinist leadership. The Maurin- 
Nin party which signed the People's 
Front program and supported, it in 
the election, Is nevertheless obliged 
to acknowledge In the post-election 
number of its periodical, I.a Batal- 
la (Feb. 21, 1966): "Catalonia a- 
part. it fs certain that, in the rest 
of the country the republican move- 
ment, as a force, is a veritable fic- 
tion, as It proved io be in the elec- 
tions of ia33." This veritable fic- 
tion was given the leadership, the 
majority and the programmatic 
control of the People's Front by 
Caballero, Uribe, Maurin and Nln. 

Treacherous Stalinism 

And even though the masses, 
some deliberately, some instinctive- 
ly are fighting to break away from 
the leading strings of Assana and 
Co., of the astute demagogues of 
the bourgeois parties — even though 
the masses are groping, in element- 
ary ways, towards class independ- 
ence, and showing that by them- 
selves they are infinitely more pow- 
erful and effective than they are 
when held under the bourgeois 
yoke, the labor leaders seek to fast- 
en it only' the more firmly around 
their throats. Typical and charac- 
teristic Is the Madrid dispatch to 
the Daily Worker of Feb. 25, 1936, 
that is, after the elections and the 
stormy movements of the masses: 
"Without consulting the Azana 
forces (Oh Heinous crime!) many- 
Left local governments are active 
in Asturias province and other 
parts. A stupidly premature (not 
only premature, but stupid to boot !) 
attempt is being made to divide 
Azana from tthe Left allies, the 
socialists and the communists." A 
more truly classic picture of social 
democratic treachery of the Seheld- 
emann-Wels type could hardly be 
furnished than what Is reflected in 
the two sentences quoted! 

Is it surprising therefore that in 
addition to the hysterical praises 
snug to the Spanish 'People's Front'' 
by the Stalinists, the Right wing 
of the social democracy should also 
give it the accolade of approval? 
Everything the Stalinists stand for 
is contained In the comment on tl'e 
"victory" contained in the February 
25, 1936 issue of ihe Jewish Daily 
Forward, written jy its foreign ex- 
pert, D. Shnb, a tiological Menshe- 
vik : "The present victory over the 
reaction was made possible thanks 
to the fact that all the progressive 
parlies and groups united in a 
democratic People's Front which 
put forward a joint list of candi- 
dates in most iif the districts of the 
country. Into the People's Front 
entered the socialists, the syndical- 
ists, the radical bourgeois republic- 
ans and also the communists, who 
gave up their own communist pro- 
gram in favor of the moderate 
(Hear! Hear!) democratic program 

of the People's Front What the 

Spanish socialists ilid not succeed 
in attaining by means of a general 
strike ;md a bloody armed uprising 
sixteen months ago. vhich cost hun- 
dreds of human lives, has now b en 
attained in a peaceful way by 
means of the u-uieI methods of 
democracy." 

Shnb rolls off the* formulae with 
ease, because he has been repeating 
them for years, 1 le hailed t he 
victory of the social democrats in 
electing Hindenburg lo the German 
presidency in exae'ly the same 
terms and spirit, rn essence, it was 
just the same kind of victory, too. 
That he can now include the Stalin- 
ists in his comments that he now 
agrees line by line with their eval- 
uations, is no sign at all that he 
has moved closer to Marxism. It 
only means that the Stalinists have 
moved all the way to Shnb. On 
these grounds, he has every right 
to felicitate himself. The Spanish 
workers have not . 



O enamoured have the smaller American editions 
of Stalin become, that Stakhanovism has been In- 
troduced, or rather an attempt at introduction to the 
longshoremen, in San. Francisco, has been made. 

The C.P.. Waterfront Worker of February 3, 1936 
(p. 8) contains the following choice morsel Intended, 
no doubt, to warm the cockles of the hearts of all 
stevedores— "Lawless must be eliminated, working- 
class discipline must be enforced.'' 

".Today, we face a new problem — a problem if not 
met squarely and honestly will wreck the organiza- 
tion we sacrificed so much for and fought so hard 
to build. That problem Is the amount of work per- 
formed per gang per day. In the Blue Book days, 
30 or 40 tons per gang per hour was considered an 
average hoars work. Today, 30 or 40 tons is con- 
sidered a good 4 hours work. Everyone will admit 
40 tons Is too damned much cargo to move in one 
hour, but at the same -time. 40 tons for 4 hours is 
not a helluva lot. After all, we still live In a cap- 
italist society, the shipowners still awn Hie ships and 



he most take profit; if he cannot, be will refuse to 
operate. Or tf operating costs become too high, when 
it would prove cheaper for him to use scabs and lock 
out the Union men, that Is exactly what he will do." 

(My emphasis, B. M.) 

Let the shipowners tremble at the roar of this 
militant blast from the Stalinists! — "Toe the mark, 
boys, or we'll anger the bosses," "(After all, we still 
live in a capitalistic society" — "the speed-up isn't 
as bad as it might be"— etc. 

We have no doubt the longshoremen wfll give these 
capitalist lackkeys the answer they so richly deserve. 
These workers who saw their striking comrades shot 
by the bosses' thugs, will turn to these Stakhanovite 
henchmen of Hearst, Plant and Gianninl and say, 
"You can fawn upon the ship-owners— but for us 
union conditions were won by strike action, not by 
class-collaboration with finks and bosses. We intend 
to stand our ground, and fight for union conditions 
won at the cost of working-class lives. Working 
class discipline— hell ! You mean the speed-up!" 
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Bj tt L .MITCHELL 

Executive Sec'y, Southern Tenant 
Farmers Union 

MEMPHIS, Tenn.— Members of 
the Southern Tenant Farmers' 
Union in an effort to bring some 
measure of justice to the workers 
on the cotton plantations of North- 
eastern Arkansas are now taking a 
vote on a proposal to call every 
one out on strike throughout the 
entire area. 

New evictions of union members 
are reported daily. Most of them are 
made without any sort of settlement 
of wages due the workers. Govern- 
ment payments or subsidies are also 
refused. Planters offer Yellow Dog 
contracts in an attempt to forie 
sharecroppers and tenants, as well 
as day laborers, to accept worse 
conditions than ever before — with 
the provision that each worker ac- 
cepting shall give op union member- 
ship. 

Efforts by interested people such 
as Brooks Hays, Resettlement Ad- 
ministrator of Washington, and 
citizens of Arkansas to act as med- 
iators In the intolerable situation 
now existing have been repulsed by 
plantation owners. They refuse to 
deal with the Southern Tenant 
Farmers' Union, and threaten wide- 
spread violence. Reports from re- 
liable sources, union and non-union, 
indicate that bands of outlaws are 
being formed to wipe out the Union. 
Continual threats to stage another 
"Blaine Massacre" (massacre of 
Negros, Klaine, Arkansas, 1924.) 
are being made hy the planters. 
This time they plan murder of white 
as well as black Union men. 

The Union lias offered to meet a 
committee of responsible plantation 
owners and attempt to get a settle- 
ment of the controversy which can- 
not go on forever. We are ready at 
any time to negotiate a fair and just 
contract. Our demands are as fol- 
lows: Just and adequate settlement 
at end of season, legal rates of in- 
terest on advances made sharecrop- 
pers and tenants, wages of $1.00 
per 10 hour day with 15 cents per 
hour overtime for nil work done by 
day laborers, and a written guaran- 
tee binding owners not to interfere 
with Union organization or to dis- 
criminate against Union member*. 

Mass Evictions 'Continue 

The mass eviction of Union 
families continues from many plan- 
tations with no let up in sight. Men, 
women and children are set adrift 
on the highways. When they find 
a place of refuge in tents (supplied 
bj the Union), churches, owned by 
i hemselves, in homes of other Union 
members they are hounded by 
threats and warnings, many of them 
saying, "leave the state or be lynch- 
ed". Dynamite was recently placed 
in the tent colony near Parkin. A 
few days later a mob led by the 
County Sheriff served notice on the 
homeless people gathered there d> 
leave within 48 hours. The gover- 
nor of the State <»f Arkansas, .T. 
Marion I'nlrell, made a 'so called - ' 
investigation and wilh a bucket of 
white wash exonerated his friend* 
ihc planters. 

Relief from all governmental 
sources is elfectively blocked. Ptat" 
relief administrators at Little Rock, 
Arkansas, of the various agencies 
.set up to provide for people, flatly 
refuse to carry out orders from 
Washington, The control of, the 
plantation interests extends to the 
very doors of the capiiol. Planters 
and Peace Officers have sent guard- 
ed threats that they 'are prepared 
to prevent the Union relief commit- 
tee from distributing food and 
clothing contributed by sympathiz- 
ers and supporters of the share- 
croppers cause. 

Help is needed. Potest those con- 
ditions to the President of the 
United States. Ask your senators 
and congressmen to demand a con- 
gressional Investigation. All con- 
tributions should he sent to Box 
5215, Memphis, Tenn. 
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(Continued from Page I) 

ally and in spreading the boycott 
of Kroger Btores since very early 
In the strike have been the Pvo- 
ressive Miners of America and the 
United Mine Workers of America 
(District 12). Both of these organ- 
zations have placed Kroger on their 
"we don't patronize'' lists and all 
of their locals in the state of Illinois 
have posted notices to this effect. 
In some cases locals of these unions 
have placed a fine of $25.00 on any 
member of their organization caught 
dealing with Kroger. Many other 
unions here are helping financially 
and by having their members refuse 
to buy Kroger goods. 

Issue Strike Bulletin 

To answer the lies and slander 
that the Kroger company fs putting 
out over the radio, in the news- 
papers and through their other paid 
mouthpieces, the union has gotten 
out a strike bulletin in which they 
tell their side of the story. In the 
February 28th issue of this strike 
bulletin we read that after almost 
four months of hunger, hardships, 
and privation the union is standing 
I»at on its original demands, and 
furthermore that their ranks art 1 
holding firm and not a man has 
desei'ted. 

The union with only 146. men Is 
fighting a gigantic chain grocery 
store which has thousands of stores 
nil over the country. In order to 
make this fight effective they must 
hit Kroger in the heart i.e., the 
pocketbook. This can be done only 
by acquainting the people and par- 
tienlary the onion men and women 
who normally trade with this labor 
hating corporation that Kroger is 
unfair to organ iseed labor so that 
(hey ean buy their groceries else- 
where. Any individual or organ- 
isation desiring to help the progress 
of this strike can do so by placing 
a picket in front of the Kroger 
store In their community, by having 
their organization put Kroger on 
the "we don't patronize list," or by 
.sending a donation to Oscar T. 
Wiles, Secretary, Warehouse Work- 
ers Union. No. 667, 4046 Folsom 
Avenue, St. Loni s , Missouri. (Note: 
if you ean picket a Kroger store in 
your community write to this or 
gaiir/ation and picket signs will be 
sent by return mail.) 



Arrest 14 in NY 
WPA Protest 



Fourteen workers, members of 
the Workers Alliance of America, 
were arrested, at the Port Author- 
ity Building, Thursday, March 5th, 
while demanding the Asst. W.P.A. 
Administrator, Mr. Ring, see them 
regarding their reinstatement on 
W.P.A. jobs from which they were 
arbitrarily dismissed. For the 
second time Ring broke' his engage- 
ment with the workers, in the 
meantime, these workers, who hnv • 
families to feed, were given the 
famous "runaround" by the city 
authorities and the W.P.A. officials. 

While shouting such demands ; s: 
See our Committee — Give us Jobs 
— and. Feed our Families, guards 
ordered the workers to leave the 
building. The order was ignored 
and the shouting continued The 
group was placed under arrest. 

Following thrs a messenger from 
Ring arrived, promising an appoint- 
ment with his assistant. This was 
rejected iind an appointment was 
wrung out of Ring. 

As the workers proceeded peace- 
fully to leave the building the guard* 
attacked them brutally. Office 
workers on the floor, numbering 
about three thousand, who had wit- 
nessed the whole affair and had ex- 
pressed themselves in sympathy 
with the workers demands, jumped 
in at this moment to protect them 
from the brutal assault of the 
guards. About five thousand 
people employed in the Port of 
Authority Building gathered out- 
side to see the workers taken away 
by the police. 

Among these arrested were Hemy 
Rourke, M. Fleisetimann, Harry 
Winthrop, Harry Shepard, M. Lieb- 
owit7, and others. 

Tills is the "Security" promised 
to the workers by Roosevelt and 
carried out by his office boy Victor 
Bidder. Workers are now being 
laid off by the thousands, 



Demands Pres. 
Act on Cal. 
WPA Layoffs 

BERKELEY, Calif., Feb. 27 — 
Faced with mass dismissals on 
WPA projects delegations of the 
Professional Workers Union sent 
representatives to the city managers 
of Berkeley, Oakland and the Board 
of Supervisors of Alameda County 
and forced, the officials to allow the 
use of the long distance phone to 
one of its representatives, George 
Grayden, who depicted the local 
situation and presented the union 
demands to Pres. Roosevelt. 

The union is seeking affiliation 
to the Gov't Employees organiza- 
tion of the A.F. of L. and has the 
support of the Central Labor Coun- 
cil of Alameda County in thla re- 
quest. It is also planning a mass 
meeting on the iWPA situation In 
the latter part of March. 

The text of Grayden's speech fol- 
lows: 
Mr. President: 

I am a spokesman for a commit- 
tee of the Union of Professional 
Workers of the East Bay. speaking 
from the Alameda County Court 
House, California. 

The thousands of us now working 
on WPA projects are concerned 
about the large number of men and! 
women who are facing discharge 
within a few weeks. 

Those of us working on the ra- 
tional Guide, a Federal Project are 
reaching a state of panic as March 
tenth approaches when 66 per cent 
of the Personnel are to be dis- 
charged. 

New projects are not being set up 
rapidly enough to take care of 
these now working on -WPA pro- 
jects and most serious of a'l is the 
situation of the rapidly increasing- 
unemployed who are forced to ask 
for relief and by your ruling denied 
opportunity of assignment to WPA. 
projects. 

We submit that the relief allow- 
ance in California is inadequate to 
maintain a family above a slow 
starvation level, with the payment 
of rent, service bills and medical 
care beyond the slim dole allowed. 

We ask that you assure us of 
continuous employment at wages 
sufficient io maintain our families 
on a basis of health and decency. 

We submit that as American cit- 
izens, in this marvelously rick 
country, that we are entitled to an 
abundance that we are anxious and 
willing to produce. 

We demand that the Federal gov- 
ernment provide work for ail the 
unemployed snd at once: 

That the meagre allowance given 
the unemployed in California be 
eliminated in favor of work at de- 
cent wages. 

Mr. President, we are determined 
to end the misery we see about us. 
This suflering that is sending our 
friends and neighbors to the insane 
hospifals^to the faking of their own 
lives, condemning our children to 
idleness and foreing many to lives 
of crime. 

We demand security of employ- 
ment. The withdrawal of your or- 
der discharging the thousand work- 
ers from WPA in Californii, e.'ch 
month, and we demand the imme- 
diate setting up of new projects to 
care for all these to be released 
March 10 or thereabouts and she 
immediate setting up of a program 
that will provide employment for 
all the unemployed. 



F. D. Sharpens 
Relief-cut Axe 



(Continued from Page 1) 
ferno of famine. 

Beyond the immediate perspective 
of struggle, there lies also the nec- 
essity of revolt. Every worker In 
this country has felt aecutely the 
distinct contradiction between mod- 
ern property relations and human 
relations. As workers, we do not 
have the time to build Farmer-La- 
bor parties in order to elect refor- 
mist dog-eatehers'and congressmen. 
The choice during the next few 
years Is not between reform and 
reaction. The choice lies between- 
involution and starvation! 
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Shuffle New War 
Cards at London 

Revolutionary Working Class Can Upset Apple- 
cart of Capitalist Politicans and Warmakers 

Statesmen and diplomats of the Powers met at London this week 
\wt to decide the issue of war or peace in Europe, but to decide, if 
(hey could, iiow and by whom and against whom the inevitable wai* 
shall be waged 

Hitler's reoccupatien of the Rhineland and his open offer of a 
bloc of western powers against the Soviet Union has once more pre- 
cipitated the bubbling and uneasy solution of European alignments 
and forced the search for a new formula and a new compound. Ir- 
ritants abound and Hie harried chemists at London feared momen- 
tarily to sec their whole laboratory' '■ — — 
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Goodyear Picket Line Retains Firm Control; Azana Lays 

Prepared to Counter Bosses 1 " Vigilante J error Ground For 



Union Plans to 
Mobilize All 
Ex- Soldiers 



go up iii the smoke and thunder of 
a shattering explosion carrying is- 
sues, conflicts and men beyond their 
control. 

Nazi Army on the March 

For while diplomats parleyed at 
London, Germany was marching 
more thousands into the Rhineland. 
The trench War office claimed ihat 
iXM>00 German soldiers now sto.nl 
poised at the French frontier. Es- 
timates which included the Storm 
Troops, labor corps. and police car- 
ried the total to more than 200,000. 

Along the French border into the 
chain of mighty forts that France 
has built since the last war, more 
than 150,000 troops were moved 
and the border towns placed on a 
war footing. From Czechoslovakia, 
Belgium, Rumania, Bulgaria, Al- 
bania and Italy came reports of 
mobilizations, preparations and the 
wheels of the whole war machine 
of Europe started to turn more 
rapidly. 

Af London the ironic comedy of 
imperialist horse trading was be- 
ing played on with a number of 
important changes in the dramatis 
person ae. 

Only a few months ago French 
imperialism was the buffer between 
Britain and Italy over the issue of 
Ethiopia. Today if is Britain who 
stands with arm upraised to pro- 
tect the Third Reich from the blows 
of an angry France. Italy is care- 
fully straddling while she waits for 
one side or the other to pall her 
chestnut, an Ethiopian settlement, 
from the fire. .While three months 
ago It was Italy who thundered 
threats to quit the League, today 
it is France who says she will bolt 
if in this crisis the League fails to 
serve her purposes. 

By marching into the Rhineland 
ten days ago Hitler set the long 
and tangled European fuse splut- 
tering. It splutters still and no 
man can say whether today or to- 
morrow it will end in the weak pop 
of a firecracker or blow up the 
works. Meanwhile what is going 
on today is the scramble for safe 
positions. 

Main Positions in Rhine Conflict 

At present it is possible to sum- 
marize the main positions somewhat 
as follows: 

France would like to crack down 
on. Hitler if it were possible to do 
so without throwing either Britain 
or Italy or both to Germany's side. 
This being unlikely, France will re- 
treat to its second line of defense, 
which demands of Britain a lard 
and fast military alliance with au- 
tomatic guarantees of British mili- 
tary aid the moment Germany at- 
tacks. At the same time France 
will move to wean Italy away from 
the dangerous threat of an Italo- 
German rapproachement and pos- 
sible alliance by forcing a settle- 
ment of the East African issue on 
Mussolini's terms. Lastly, France 
will announce that the "collective 
security" racket has petered out 
and continue to build its arma- 
ments and alliances to the maxi- 
mum extent possible. 

Britain fundamentally would like 
to come to terms with Hitler and 
at the same time retain the indis- 
pensable friendship of France by 
weaning the latter away from Mos- 
cow and giving Hitler a free hand 
in the East. In other words, while 
French imperialism considers a re- 
armed Reich on Its borders as its 
Immediate enemy, Britain sees 
more logic In tying the Third Reich 
into a series of pacts which will 
consummate Hitler's offer to pre- 
serve the (Western European status 
quo and open the valve to let off 
steam at the expense of the Soviet 
Union. An inter- imperialist war 
will hasten the disintegration of 
the British Empire. Nowhere is 
that better realized than at No. 10 
Downing Street. (Whatever the zig- 
zags or middle roads it takes, Brit- 
ish imperialism will orientate itself 
(Continued on Page 4) 



Service Strike 
Terminates in 
Compromise 

N.y. Realty Board Refuses 

Reinstatement of 

Many Strikers 

The Building Service strike is 
over. Under a compromise settle- 
ment on the question of firing all 
strikebreakers and rehiring all 
strikers, the union leadership 
agreed to call off the strike and to 
leave all Questions of wages, etc. 
to arbitration. Willie some dis- 
satisfaction exists in the union with 
the way negotiations were carried 
on, and the compromise reached, 
yesterday's union membership meet- 
ing indicated that the settlement, 
hailed as a victory by the leaders, 
would be accepted. 

Different interpretations of the 
agreement have been given by union 
leaders and spokesmen for the Real- 
ty Board. The former, basing them- 
selves on one clause, claim that it 
meant the rehiring of all strikers. 
On the other hand, the bosses claim 
that a qualifying clause left the 
door wide open to any landlord to 
refuse to hire union men who had 
been guilty of "violence" during the 
strike, and to retain strike-breakers 
hired in "good faith." 

The final interpretation of this 
section will be determined by the 
militancy and solidarity shown by 
the, returning strikers and the lead- 
ership given them. Already, in some 
cases, building crews have met and 
decided that all or none go back to 
work. 

The Settlement 
The terms of the settlement are 
in part as follows: 

The terms of the agreement en- 
tered into between the parties on 
Nov. 21, 1934, and bf the Curran 
award shall continue in effect, ex- 
cept that there shall be an Im- 
mediate arbitration of the min- 
imum standards of wages, such 
standards to become effective 
from the date of the award. 

At the end of one year, from 
this date, there shall be upon 
application of either party the 
further arbitration of minimum 
standards of wages and hours, 
the award to be effective for the 
second year hereof. There shall 
be a further arbitration of mini- 
mum standards of wages and 
hours at the end of the second 
year upon the application of ei- 
ther party, the award to be ef- 
fective for the third year hereof. 
This agreement is to continue 
in effect for a period ot three 
years. 

Signatory members who ratify 
this agreement are to immediate- 
ly proceed to restore their em- 
ployees to their former positions. 
If individual disputes arise in 
connection with the return of the 
employees to work, such cases 
shall be submitted at once to Mr. 
Hugh S. Robertson as impartial 
arbitrator, who shall consider all 
circumstances and whose ruling 
shall be final. 

The representatives of the on- 
ion hereby agree to send their 
members hack to work. 

The immediate arbitration of 
the minimum standard of wages 
herein provided for is to be con- 
ducted by the Hon. Ferdinand 
Siicox. 
Mr. Hugh S. Robertson, who ia 
to have final say on whether men 
are to return or not, is an archi- 
tect. The head of the arbitration 
board, Ferdinand Silcox, is an as- 
(Continued on Page 4) 



AKRON, Ohio.— In its fifth week 
| the furious struggle, conducted by 
I the Goodyear rubber workers for 
I the right to have a union of their 
own choice, enters a crucial stage. 
On Saturday, .March 14, the union 
rejected the so-called settlement 
proposal advanced by the company, 
as promptly as it had previously 
rejected the MeGrady conciliation 
proposal. The company thereupon 
again served notice that it intended 
to reopen the plants, and that it 
would refuse employment to all 
strikers. The next morning at 4 
A.M. more than G,000 men were on 
the picket line. 

Vigilante forces which have been 
organizing under cover for some 
time have now come out in the 
open under the high sounding name 
of a citizens "law and order 
league." The former Mayor in 
a prepared statement has an 
nounced his acceptance of an in- 
vitation to lead strike-breakers into 
the plants through action of these 
vigilantes. Ominously there appear 
simultaneous reports that a quanti- 
ty of guns and ammunition has dis- 
appeared from the national guard 
armory. 

The company's offer included: 
Return of all employees without 
discrimination ; meeting with all 
groups (this would ostensibly in- 
clude the company union) ; notice 
to be given of wage changes; nego- 
tiation on working hours; advance 
notice of layoffs. 

While the union did not place it- 
self in the position of rejecting all 
of the points in this offer it never- 
theless declared for non-acceptance 
in view of its most pressing de- 
mands being ignored. These de- 
mands were reiterated at the Sat- 
urday meeting and they include: 
Restoration of all wage reductions 
since Jan. 1 ; a uniform thirty-six 
hour week ; straight seniority rights 
notice of layoffs. However, it is 
now clear that the company never 
meant to negotiate in the first 
place. It should be remembered 
that last spring the company agreed 
to meet representatives of the 
workers and then promptly made a 
farce out of it. 

(Continued from Page 4) 



Extracts from the Rabble - Rousing Radio 
Speech of Former Mayor of Akron 



WPA - 1936 
Football 



(Special to the New Militant) 
By JAMES EVANS 

WASHINGTON, D.O.— There is 
a degree of prosperity— in political 
speeches. Certainly, the President 
himself is a picture of prosperity. 
Just take a look, folks, at that great 
big smile which will increase in 
breadth from now until the Novem- 
ber election. Of course, the Demo- 
cratic jackass has gone a bit lame 
under Franklin's jockeying; but 
depend on Old Doe Farley to get 
the beast in prime shape for the 
coming sweepstakes. 

The other side of the picture is 
considerably darker. In an article, 
last week, I commented upon the 
decision of Federal Administrator 
Harry L. Hopkins to fire 700,000 
WPA workers, under the pretense 
that the majority would be re-em- 
ployed by private industry. It is 
not necessary for us to go Into an 
extensive analysis of this He. 
Roosevelt's own Bureau of Labor 
Statistics reported an unemploy- 
ment increase of 650,000 in private 
industry during January of this 
year. The National Industrial Con- 
ference Board went the Bureau one 
better by estimating the increase 
at 700,000. Finajly, the conserva- 
tive statisticians of the American 
Federation of Labor declared that 
1,200,000 workers were dismissed 
in January, the largest turn-over 
In five months. Profits, incidental- 
ly, increased fourteen percent dur- 
ing 1935. 

Roosevelt finds himself faced with 
a dilemma. Opposition to his new 
tax bill, an exceedingly mild mea- 
sure, must be muffled by firing 
enough relief workers to balance 
any increase in taxes. At the same 
time, WPA must be used as a po- 
(Continned on Page 2) 



AKIiOX, Ohio. March 1.1.— The 
speech was devoted mainly 
to an attack on "labor agitators 
and Communist leaders who 
brought with them all the tricks of 
their trade necessary to create riots 
and civil commotion, lawlessness 
and disorder in our peaceful and 
law abiding community. I could 
not address them as fellow citizens, 
nor could I stretch a point and call 
them fellow Americans." 

No one before, he said, has come 
to the radio "and told you the real 
truth about what is back of the 
whole strike problem here In Ak- 
ron/' The henchmen of these out- 
side agitators "were busy arming 
the pickets with clubs, iron pipes 
and revolvers. . . . They came into 
our community with the sole intent 
to either make the Akron rubber 
industry 100 percent unionized or 
to wreck the industry ! And wreck 
the city in the effort! . . . Patience 
has ceased to be a virtue." 

He stated that Sparks, a private 
citizen, had a right to speak the 
same as any private citizen on this 
matter aff&cting the whole commu- 
nity. He also represented Good- 
year men loyal workers who had 
asked hfm to speak. "The specter 
of sickness and hunger now makes 
it imperative that these men do go 
to work. 

•'For the past three weeks there 
has been no semblance of law and 
order nor any apparent desire on 
the part of those in authority to 
correct the situation. Homes have 
been bombed, windows smashed.'' 
Thereupon Sparks mentioned about 
twenty alleged Instances of "vio- 
lence" ascribed to the strikers; 

^Right at this moment out of 
town leaders and agitators are 



bringing in firearms and gas to 
create a regime of terror in this 
community when the non-striking 
workers attempt to enter the plant. 
. . . Are we going to permit this 
cundition to continue in this city 7" 

He then referred to strikers "be- 
fuddled and coerced by the I'esotas, 
Germers, and Kryekzys. . . . Work- 
ers must run the gauntlet of bul- 
lets, clubs and brickbats in order 
to go to work. . . . Out of town 
radical and Socialist leaders have 
had the affrontery to praise our 
supine officialdom for preserving 
the peace and maintaining law and 
order." Then he referred to "long"- 
haired Hapgoods, wild eyed and 
loose tongued Tates (chairman of 
the Central Labor. Union of Akron 
and A. F. of L. organizer) chisel- 
ling leeches, labor agitators, radi- 
cals, communists, red orators— like 
jackals around a carcass." 

He warned that radicals who 
now rule in East Akron (a work- 
ers district) will presently also 
"rule with lead pipes in South 
Akron and West Hill" (residential 
districts). So what ? 

He announced that an agency had 
been created in the last twenty-four 
hours to deal with the situation, 
namely the Law and Order League- 
He gave two telephone numbers 
with which any who were desirous 
of joining the League could com- 
municate. 

"Help us to gang up for Consti- 
tutional law and order. Those who 
dare to stop you (referring to non- 
union workers) will have to take 
the consequences. Help us to say 
to the out of town leaders get the 
hell out of here, and we are not 
going to be ton much interested in 
the dignity of their going." 



Gum Miners 
Reject Bad 
Settlement 



Appeal Hearings on Sac'to 
C. S. Cases Expected Soon 



Final steps toward obtaining a 
transcript of the record of the trial 
of the Sacramento criminal syndi- 
calism prisoners are being taken 
this week by the defense, and the 
attorneys will begin work on the 
appeal briefs In a few days. It is 
expected that date for the appeal 
hearing will be set in the near 
future. 

Repeated efforts by the defense to 
force the State to provide several 
copeies of the transcript were block- 
ed by the prosecution. Attorney 
Raymond W". Henderson, retained 
by the National Sacramento Appeal 
Committee on behalf of Norman 
Mini, tried to compel enforcement of 
all the prisoners' rights to copies of 
the transcript. He, as well as Leo 
Gallagher acting for the other pris- 
oners, was denied relief by the high- 
er courts of California. 

In effect the court's attitude 
would deny the defendants their 
right to appeal. The only alter- 
native has been for all the defend- 
ants to waive their right to separ- 
ate copies of the transcript and to 
unite in applying for the single copy 
which the State Is -willing to pro- 
vide. 

Defense Difficulties Overcome 

Some time ago Attorneys Hen- 
derson and Gallagher agreed to 
apply jointly for this transcript on 
behalf of Norman Mini and two 
prisoners represented by Gallagher, 
This did not break the log-jam, 
however, because five other prison- 
ers, defended by the I.L.D., were 
technically representing themselves 
rather than retaining an attorney. 
A short time ago the I.L.D finally 
agreed to advise these self-defend- 
ants to give Gallagher a retainer 
as the only way to realizing an 
appeal. They have now done so. 

The hearing of the State Board 
of Prison Terms, at which sentence 
will be set for Norman Mini and 
the other prisoners, has been post- 
poned for a few weeks. In the 
meantime, the N.S.A.C. is pushing 
its drive to win support for the idea 
of minimum sentences for all the 
Sacramento prisoners A number 
of trade unions are sending resolu- 
tions to the Board, and petitions 
and other resolutions 

As part of its campaign on behalf 
of all the Sacramento prisoners, the 
N.S.A.C. Is supplying friends_ with 
post-card appeals to the State 
Board of Prison Terms. Last week 
the League for Industrial Democ- 
racy distributed 3,000 such cards to 



its members throughout the coun- 
try. 

The Hearst and other reactionary 
forces in California are bringing 
pressure to get the Board to set 
long sentences. The Board can set 
sentences anywhere from one to 
fourteen years. If it were to set 
one-year terms, the prisoners would 
be free in April. The Board's ac- 
tion, in the last analysis, will be a 
reflection brought upon it. 

Letters appealing for ■minimum 
terms should be sent to Chairman 
Frank C. Sykes, State Board of 
Prison Terms, Kohl Building, San 
Francisco. They should stress the 
fact that none of the prisoners was 
convicted of any overt act, and that 
one of the convicting jurors has 
testified in an affidavit that he 
never believed in the guilt of Carol- 
ine Decker or Norman Mini and that 
the whole verdict was a compromise. 
Norman Mini, who collapsed from 
over-work in the jute mill several 
weeks ago, has now recovered suf- 
ficently to go back to work. 
Warnick Persecution Continues 
The Federal Government is con- 
tinning its persecution of Jack war- 
nick, one of the Sacramento defend- 
ants who was acquitted of the 
charge of criminal syndicalism last 
year. In Its effort to deport War- 
nick, who emigrated from Canada 
at the age of 18 months, the Gov- 
ernment has dug up the fact that in 
1926 he visited Juarez, Mexico, for 
two hours, and Niagara Falls, Can- 
ada, for a similar length of time. 
He Is charged with illegal entry on 
his return from these jaunts. 

Warnick, who resigned from the 
Communist Party last year in pro- 
test against its campaign of sland- 
ering Norman Mini, is now a mem- 
ber of no organization whatsoever. 
The immigration authorities are 
now charging him with Trotskyism, 
for which he was also denounced 
by the C.P. He has, of course, no 
connection with the Workers Party, 
and his only "crimes" remain that 
he helped organize a trade union, 
expressed views critical of the exist- 
ing social order, and refused to sub- 
mit to the orders of the Stalinist 
bureaucrats when the latter set out 
to hide their own sabotage by 
assassinating the character of Mini, 
an honest working-class prisoner. 



By PAUL FIELDING 

AKRON, O., Mar. 15.— 

''No, no, a thousand times no, 

"I'd rafiier stay out than say 

yes I"— 
sang five thousand Goodyear strik- 
ers in answer to the company's pro- 
posal to go back to work. 

Five thousand fighting gum 
miners, on strike for the fourth 
week, shouted down a plan to go 
back to their jobs with nothing, 
and left for the plant to tighten 
the picket lines. 

For two hours the men stood in 
line, braving rain and snow, wait- 
ing to get into the Akron Armory, 
the largest auditorium in the city. 
Rut it even it was too small. They 
formed a double line around the 
building, and when they finally got 
in the hall, they packed the seats 
and aisles, and stood on the window 
sills and balcony. 

Across tiie street company men 
watched the crowd, and went back 
to their bosses with an unfavorable 
report. 

The meeting climaxed a week of 
jockeying between the company and 
the- union leaders. But the strikers 
were ready for anything. As each 
union official entered the hall — 
from the highest generalissimo to 
the lowest petty officer— the men 
shouted NO! 

Secret Ballot Howled Down 
It bad been planned to east 
secret ballots, but the workers flat- 
ly refused. Each time they spied 
the ballot boxes, a howl went up: 

"Take them out! Take them 
autl" — shouts rose to the rafters. 
The meeting could not go on until 
the boxes were taken from the 
building. 

The company plan was put before 
the group. A rank and filer took 
the floor and substituted a resolu- 
tion which rejected some points, 
amended others, and proposed new 
ones. All in all, it was little more 
lhan Goodyear had proposed a week 
before but had withdrawn. 

"Those supporting the resolution 
raise their hands," John House, 
union president, said. 

Every hand but one went up. 

"Those opposed?" 

One lone hand ro«e 

(Continued on page 4) 



Suppression 

Leaders Still Playing 

Fatal Game with 

Rapublicans 



Soil & Profits 
Conserved 7 



(Special to the New Militant) 
By JAMES EVANS 

MEMPHIS, Tenn., March 7— 
Their immaculate clothing flecked 
with the blood of the share-crop- 
pers, the wealthy planters and land- 
lords of this region gathered here 
to make a deal, under the guise of 
"soil conservation," with the De- 
partment of Agriculture. The par- 
ticipants spoke to each other in 
soft, insolent voices ; the air being 
heavy with Southern courtesy and 
the smoke from two-bit cigars. It 
was a gentiemens' gathering, snh ! 
The Southern Tenant Farmers' 
Union, representing 25,000 croppers 
and having headquarters in this 
city, was not invited to send any 
delegates. The gentlemen lost their 
temper only once : when the repre- 
sentative of the Department insist- 
ed upon paying them five, instead of 
six, cents per pound for ungrown 
cotton. 

United States Senator-elect Allen 
Ellender, of Louisiana, did offer a 
resolution asking Secretary Wal- 
lace to give "dae consideration to 
the small farmers." Nobody took 
AI's resolution very seriously, not 
even AI himself. Everybody knew 
that the Senator had to make some 
sort of gesture in order to keep 
Huey Long's political machine go- 
ing. A round dozen of the smaller 
landlords voted for AI's proposal 
on a standing poll. 

Dividing the Spoils 
The conference recommended a 
division of benefit payments that 
naturally gives the tenant zero. 
Thirty per cent will go the person 
responsible for the "conservation," 
and, needless to say, tenants who 
claim such responsibilities will be 
endangering Ihelr lives. Thirty - 
(Continued on Pace 4) 



By ALFREDO ROJAS 

The first sessions of ihe Spanish 
Cortes are taking place in thy midst 
of wide, but still sporadic, battles 
of the workers and peasants against 
landowner*, police and troops. 
Partly concealed by the press cen- 
sorship of the Azaita government, 
and especially suppressed by the 
bourgeois news-services to other 
countries, the clashes have grown 
in extent throughout the month 
since the elections. 

The continued initiative of the 
masses is especially evident in the 
wni.h of Spain, where the la:iJed- 
estates predominate and where the 
land-workers and peasants have 
been exploited most bitterly. To 
say, however, thai the masses are 
seizing the land would be an ex- 
aggeration. Powerful demonstra- 
tions involving the whole popula- 
tion have demanded the expropri- 
ation of the land, in many places 
in the southern provinces, and these 
demonstrations have often gone 
over to popular raids on the es- 
tates of particularly-hated landown- 
ers, some of whom ha\e been killed 
in such clashes. 

Peasants Waiting 
The raiders have usually with- 
drawn even before police and 
troops have arrived; for, by and 
large, the peasants believe that the 
new Cortes will decree the land to 
them and are waiting for that. 
When they discover that Azana's 
land program is merely a repetition 
rf Ihat of t!)3l — division of a few 
grandees' estates and the Jesuits', 
preceded by interminable legal 
steps plus a scheme for government 
purchase of estates for distribution; 
in other words, no serious move 
toward solving the agrarian prob- 
lem — there is no doubt that the 
peasants will overrun the estates. 
Whether they will thereafter be 
decimated and driven off the land 
or whether they will remain on the 
land depends primarily on whether 
they are backed un by the workers 
in the cities, which can only hap- 
pen if the workers' parties take the 
road of intransigeant struggle 
agafnst the bourgeois regime of 
Azana. 

The workers' struggles in the 
cities have received more attention 
in both the Spanish and the Amer- 
ican press, these facts being less 
easily suppressed. What has .not 
been made clear is that in prac- 
tically every instance where a 
worker has been killed, the prole- 
tarian organizations have answered 
not only with huge mass funerals 
but with 24-hour general strikes in 
the localities involved. 

The Firing of Churches 

In an effort to stir nj> resentment 
against the workers, the world 
press has widely publicized the 
burning of churches by demonstra- 
tors. The press has naturally con- 
cealed the peculiar role of the 
church in Spain, which is not mere- 
ly a reactionary institution serving 
to bind the masses spiritually to 
their masters, but Is the most pow- 
erful landowner and Industrialist 
in the country and the cruellest In 
its domination of its land-workers 
and wage-slaves. 

For peasants and workers to 
burn a church in Spain today, is 
the exact equivalent of the burning 
of the castle or manor of a hated 
lord in feudal France. The bru- 
tality of the Spanish priesthood 
evokes spontaneous retaliation from 
ihe masses they oppress ; but we 
can be assured that the mere loss 
of a church here and there is as 
nothing to the frenzy which the 
clergy will display when tbey are 
threatened with no bodily violence 
at all but with systematic expro- 
priation by the organized proletari- 
at. 

Azana Consolidating Power 

Azana follows a clever strategy 
of superficial concfliatorlness to- 
ward the proletariat, biding his 
time until his government has been 
consolidated. Arrests of the hand- 
ful of those who officially term 
themselves Fascists, a mild censor- 
ship of the Right press — but also 
of the labor press — numerous dec- 
larations of loyalty to republican 
principles — Azana has given little 
mere than this In return for solid 
support from the proletarian or- 
(Continued on page 4) 
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sBy BILL REICH 

Great Minds. . . 

"If there were no aliens in this 
country there would be do unem- 
ployment problem," asserts repre- 
sentative Dies who is forming an 
organization to be called "The Am- 
ericans" for the purpose of carrying 
on a national campaign to deport 
6,000,000 aliens. . . . "Russia has, 
to all intents and purposes, with- 
drawn a fertile and populous land 
of over eight million square miles 
in extent, with a population of 
165,000,000 from the usual economic 
intercourse with the world. This 
has upset the delicate economic bal- 
ance of Europe," proclaims Rear 
Admiral Yates Stirling, Jr., com- 
mandant of the Brooklyn Navy 
Yard, in the Hearst press. He ad- 
vocates aligning ourselves with Nazi 
Germany "not only, for laying for- 
ever the ghost of Bolshevism but for 
opening up the fertile lands of Rub- 
s' a to a crowded and industrially 
iungry Europe." . . . 



Safety. . . 



§130,000 iyas appropriated for 
machine guns, floodlights, electrical 
devices and tear gas for the defense 
of United States Mints. "Evidently 
you're looking for an attack by the 
regular army," remarked Chairman 
Buchanan of the Appropriations 
Committee. "You can't tell what 
sort of an attack will be made," 
replied W. C. Cram, technical ad- 
visor of the Treasury, "We might 
be attacked by a mob" . . , The New 
York City Police Depf. requested 
quotations on a new "electrical 
glove'' io be worn in subduing 
strikers. The apparatus consists of 
a battery and induction coil carried 
on the hip with wires running to 
the glove. Voltages up to 5,000 can 
be obtained. . . . Twenty-five 12-year 
old New York boys were arrested, 
jailed, *hown the electric chair and 
fingerprinted as part of their In- 
struction in the suppression of 
prime. After finishing the course 
they were presented with badges 
bearing the slogan "Crime Can't 
Win" . . . 

Blue Eagle. . . 

The National Association of Cot- 
ton Manufacturers reports that 
mills continue to operate in com- 
pliance with NRA codes and that 
its policing unit has had practically 
nothing to do. One mill was re- 
ported to have increased hourly 
rates. . . . Textile mills in >facon, 
Ga., have gone hack to the 50 hour 
week witli no increase in pay (one 
back increases granted under the 
mill requiring employees to pay 
NRA) ; millinery manufacturers In 
Buffalo, N. Y., announce an increase 
in weekly hours from 35 to 40; 
workers of the Mcnzies Shoe Co. in 
Tennessee are on strike against in- 
creasing the shift from 8 to 10 
hours; employees of the Ideal Hos- 
iery Co. are striking against a 10 
percent wage reduction; two men 
were killed by deputies in a dispute 
over wage cuffing at the Monarch 
Textile Mi!!, Union, S. C. . . . In- 
vestigators for the Labor Depart- 
ment found ''home work" rampant. 
Visiting 17!) listed employees of the 
Rhode Island lace industry they 
found 279 other persons working on 
the same production, more than a 
sixth being children. In 75 percent 
of the cases weekly earnings were 
less than ?10. . . , Anna Schlorer 
Smith, Philadelphia mayonnaise 
manufacturer and owner of Blue 
Eagle No. 13, slashed her throat 
when her employees struck In pro- 
test fo an increase in hours to 50 
and a cut in wages from §13 to $10 
per week. . . . 

Housing. . . 

About one third of America's 
dwellings "are of a character to in- 
jure the health, endanger the safety 
and morals and interfere with the 
normal life of their inhabitants," 
reports Edith Wood of fhe PWA 
Housing Division after an extensive 
survey of homes ia New York, New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania. . . . 
"Housing, public works and other 
projects on which material costs 
are relatively high will have to take 
a secondary place," states the Ad- 
visory Committee on Allotments 
President Roosevelt's four billion 
dollar relief fund. . . . 

Unemployment. . . 

Two thousand hunger marchers 
from the Canadian west coast are 
coralled in a concentration camp at 
Regina, Saskatchewan, to prevent 
them from marching on Ottawa. 
Prime Minister Bennett stated to 
members of the group that there 
would be no recognition of "Soviet 
agitators and Soviet committees." 
"You don't want work," ho contin- 
ued. "You want adventure and 
hope this organization you are 
building may overawe the govern- 
ment and break down law and or- 
der." . . . FEIiA colonists at Mana- 
tuska, Alaska, complain that they 
have no houses to live in, food is 
exorbitantly expensive, schools are 
not ready, and mosquitoes are un- 
bearable. . . . President Roosevelt 
announces ; "Harry Hopkins and I 
are considering offering a medal to 
the State Administrator who causes 
ns the fewest headaches." . . . 



All is again quiet on the automo- 
bile front. 

A few stray shots are still being 
fired on the field of battle, but bar- 
ring the possibility of the tool and 
dye makers repeating their specta- 
cular strike struggles of two years 
ago, the real battle will not begin 
again until the fall. Factory sched- 
ules are sharply tapering off and 
tho mass lay-offs have started the 
great exodus out of Detroit and the 
other automobile centers. Obvious- 
ly this is the time for the trade 
union militants to consolidate their 
position, to entrencu themselves 
more Srmly inside the existing un- 
ions and to prepare for the inevit- 
able struggles of the near future. 

To do this effectively, the mili- 
tants must have a clear perspective. 

The Toledo strike demonstrated 
again the surprising vitality of the 
auto worker ; his devotion and class 
solidarity when he engages in bat- 
tle, The strike also revealed the 
present weakness of the federal un- 
ions: the fact that even in so pro- 
gressive a local as 18384 of Toledo, 
the machine of the unscrupulous 
bureaucracy was powerful enough 
to push through the agreement that 
ended the strike. The machine suc- 
ceeded in isolating the strike and 
prevented the Buick workers at 
Flint from joining Toledo in soli- 
darity. 

Detroit Doesn't Budge 

The bureaucracy succeeded in 
keeping the Flint Buiek workers at 
work throughout the Toledo strike, 
but only after a hard and bitter 
battle. The bureaucrats had to 
threaten and plead and eajole the 
men into submission. In Detroit, 
however, the Dillon office faced no 
problem at all. None of the federal 
locals there insisted on striking In 
solidarity with their Toledo broth- 
ers. The flying squadron sent up 
from Toledo to picket the Chevrolet 
Gear and Axle plant at Detroit did 
not even produce a ripple. The 
pickets were arrested by the effi- 
cient Hamtramck police, and the 
plant continued work as usual. 

Observers all ask the question : 
Hj.v is it that this strike in Toledo, 
which has aroused auto-workers in 
almost every automobile city in the 
country, produced no effect at all 
in Detroit? Doesn't that prove that 
it will be many long years before 
the auto workers actually begin to 
move? 

What actually happened to De- 
troit a city which seethed with re- 
volt only a year ago, where 100,000 
men were ready to man the picket 
lines at a moment's notice, and to- 
day not even a corporals* guard 
could be found to strike in sympa- 
thy with Toledo? 

The truth of the matter Is that 
Detroit haa to this day not recov- 
ered from the shock of March 25. 
1034. The snameful sell-out, signed 
by the A. F. of L. leadership, legal 
izing the company union and creat- 
ing the Automobile Labor Board, 
broke the back of the nascent trade 
union movement in the automobile 
industry. In the Toledo Chevrolet 
strike, the shameful, traitorous role 
of Dillon but spurred the workers 
forward to greater efforts and more 
thorough unionisation of the plants. 
It deepened their understanding of 
the difficulties of the tasks ahead 
of them and the necessity, in order 
to ensure victory to prepare to car- 
ry the battle forward on three dif- 
ferent fronts: against the govern- 
ment mediators, the bosses and the 
bureaucrats of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. 

In Detroit, however, the shameful 
role of Collins produced a directly 
opposite result : huge bon-fires were 
built with fhe union membership 
cards. They left the federal unions 
in disgust, by the hundreds and by 
the thousands, vowing never to re- 
turn again. 

Toledo and Detroit — a Contrast 

Why is It that in one case the 
traitorous role of the A. F. of L. 
leadership was but a signal for 
more thorough preparation and 
heightened enthusiasm and in the 
other it produced complete demor- 
alization and pulverized the whole 
movement? Are the Toledo work- 
ers, by any chance, more intelligent 
than the workers of Detroit? 

No! As a matter of fact, they are 
much the same type, with more or 
less similar nablts and background. 
The difference is to be explained 
and can only be explained on the 
basis of the presence in Toledo of 
a revolutionary group who under- 
stood the game of Dillon and the 
government mediators, who knew 
the moves of the chessboard ahead 
of time, and prepared and armed the 
men against Dillon and his agents, 
as far as possible in the short per- 
iod of time at their command. 

After the shameful speech of Dil- 
lon on the fateful Monday night 
which settled the strike, this group 
convinced the union militants that 
it was their job to go back into the 
union, build it up more strongly, 
expand their progressive group and 
drive out of the union all the hench- 
men of Dillon and what they stand 
for, that only thus could they build 
a genuine democratic union to pro- 
tect their interests, etc 

Role of the C. P. 

In Detroit, on the contrary, the 
suicidal policy of the Communist 
Party and their ill-fated Auto 
Workers Union, left the green, un- 
trained auto workers at the mercy 
of tfie "labor lieutenants," com- 
pletely disarmed. At the crucial 



Detroit and Toledo-Striking Contrast 
In Organization Methods 



moment the "left wing" was no- 
where to be found. When the blow 
came, the men were simply bewild- 
ered and stunned. Nobody was on 
the spot to give them the necessary 
advice and point the road. The 
auto-workers protested in the only 
way they knew how — with their 
feet. 

After that betrayal, the A. F. of 
L. bureaucrats left the auto workers 
to the tender mercies of the Auto- 
mobile Labor Board. When after 
some nine months meditation. Dr. 
Wolman at last got around to hold- 
ing "elections" In the automobile 
plants and the results showed some 
4 percent for the A. F. of L., Green 
and Dillon got terribly indignant 
belligerent. They threatened retri- 
bution. Fearing that the ground 
was just slipping underneath their 
feet they promised to start a giant 
organization drive to organize the 
whole automobile Industry. 
Dillon Blocks the Road 

The organization drive, if it can 
be honored with that name, just 
evaporated into thin air. Because 
the auto workers wouldn't respond? 
The direct opposite is true. Every 
"spontaneous" outburst of the auto 
workers at Murray Body, at Hupp, 
Kelsey Wheel, the wet aanders in 
Lansing, was sidetracked by Dillon 
and referred to some governmental 
agency. Everyone In Detroit ac- 
quainted with the situation knew 
that the Dillon office feared to or- 
ganize the men and was deliberate- 
ly sabotaging all attempts. 

The influx of thousands of new 
young workers of the basic Indus- 
tries in the the A. F. of L. and the 
growth of mighty organizations in 
the nerve centers of American in- 
dustry did not signify the corres- 
ponding growth and importance of 
the present leadership, but, on the 



contrary, heralded thefr downfall 
and disappearance from the trade 
union scene. Apparently the bur- 
eaucrats know this very well, and 
that is why they so assiduously and 
carefully sabotage every step of the 
locals themselves. 

Good Opportunities Missed 

After a year and a half of such 
experience, the period of easy un- 
ionization Is definitely ended. Now, 
something more than small initia- 
tion fees and dues are necessary to 
attract the automobile worker. Still 
1935 was an excellent year to start 
a serious organization drive. For 
one, 1935 was a "boom" year. More 
men employed in the Industry than 
at any time since 1829. Undoubt- 
edly the A. F. of L. would have re- 
gained major positions in the Indus- 
try, had it seriously proceeded with 
its promised campaign. 

A triple alliance would have been 
formed of auto, rubber and steel. 
The confidence, such a move would 
have inspired, would have been im- 
mense. The men would have re- 
turned to the firing line, and a ser- 
ious offensive could have been 
launched against the company un- 
ions. 

These are all the things that 
might have been done, were the 
present A. F. of L. leadership ser- 
iously concerned about organizing 
the automobile workers. Instead it 
did nothing — and when the workers 
here and there timidly attempted to 
start organization on their own ac- 
count, they were ruthlessly and 
brutally sqnelehed. 

That is why trade unionism is at 
low ebb in Detroit today. These 
are the "objective conditions" w2iich 
made it so difficult to stir up the 
Detroit Chevrolet workers ana in- 
terest them in the strike in Toledo. 
After a year of such sterling labor 



"activity," the A. F. of L. federal 
locals might Tiave lost all standing 
in the Industry, had another center 
of attraction existed. At first that 
seemed to be the direction. 
ftLE.SJL Stagnates 

The Mechanics Educational Soci- 
ety, which organized the key men 
of the industry, the tool and dye 
makers, led brilliant, spectacular 
battles In almost every plant in De- 
troit and apparently were destined 
to sweep the whole field. But after 
the sell-out of March 25, 1934, in- 
stead of pushing on and taking over 
the leadership In a great organiza- 
tion campaign, it began stagnating. 
No serious attempts were made to 
get in production men, its member- 
ship slumped and the union was 
torn by an internal cancer of fac- 
tional struggle between the various 
cliques, which paralyzed its activity 
and rendered it helpless. Unless the 
M.E.S.A. can cleanse Itself — and 
that in short order, and begin an 
earnest drive for the production 
men — it will cease to be an impor- 
tant factor in the Industry. All In- 
dications point at the present time 
to the fact that for the Immediate 
future, the A. F. of L. federal un- 
ions are destined to be the shell 
within which the auto workers will 
organize. 

We have spoken previously and 
we are ready to repeat again the 
story of the perfidy of the A. F. of 
L. bureaucracy. We can even add ; 
Dillon and Green are deliberately 
delaying the formation of an Inter- 
national in the automobile indus- 
try, for fear that they cannot yet 
control it ; they intend moreover to 
exclude from such an International 
the fool and dye makers, the main- 
tenance men and other workers 
claimed by the various Internation- 
al unions. All this Is true, but axio- 
matic to a revolutionist engaged in 
trade union work. If we wish, how- 
ever, to do more than just "expose" 
the bureaucracy, if we would actu- 
ally do battle with it and destroy 



Tobin's Union-Busting Drive 
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MINNEAPOLIS, Minn.— The Cen- 
tral Labor Union committee has re- 
turned from Indianapolis bearing 
a set of written demands from D. 
J. Tobin which outline the basis on 
which General Drivers Local 574 
can be reinstated in the Drivers In- 
ternational. These demands bear 
witness to the ruthless tactics to 
which Tobin will stoop in his burn- 
ing desire to get revenge for an Im- 
aginary grievance. Here are his 
demands : 

1. That ail inside workers be 
denied membership in the union. 

2. That no worker who does not 
devote at least 51 percent of his 
time fo driving or other actual work 
on a truck be permitted to be a 
member. 

3. That the ice drivers be in a 
separate union. That the coal driv- 
ers be in a separate union, 

4. That the taxi drivers be in a 
separate union. 

5. Tbat all independent truck 
owners be denied membership in 
any union. 

6. That a new charter be issued 
on the following basis: 

a. All present officers and active 
members in Local 574 be denied 
membership under the new 
charter. 

b. All applications for member- 
ship be subject to the approval 
of Tobin. (This would mean 
that any worker who is even 
suspected of having taken an 
active part in fhe union would 
be unable to remain a mem- 
ber.) 

c. That the Teamsters Joint 
Council reorganize the local 
under fhe direct supervision 
of a special representative of 
Tobin. 

d. That all actions of the union 
be subject to the approval of 
Tobin. 

7. That Tobin receive the delin- 
quent per capita tax of Local 574, 
the amount to be determined by 
the General Executive Board and 
fo be not less than 50 percent of 
what Tobin estimates the local 
owes. (Tobin's estimate, by the 
way, is almost double the actual 
amount involved.) 

Tobin Program Worse than Bosses 
This program was planned delib- 
erately to cut the union up Into 
small helpless units and to strip It 
of its fighting ability. Tobin does 
not want a union in his Interna- 
tional which has the power of 574. 
A few unions like 574 and it would 
be impossible for him to maintain 
his bureaucratic control which con- 
stantly strangles unionization of 
tTie truck drivers of the nation. 

In this desperate attempt to pro- 
tect his pie-card, Tobin is putting 
forward the same program which 
the Citizens Alliance put forward 
last summer. Once again he plays 
into the hands of the employers 
as he did through his editorial writ- 
ing during the 1934 strikes. In 
fact he attempts to go even further 
than the bosses did. Not only does 
he deny that the inside workers 
have a right to belong to the union, 
but he attempts to confine the mem- 



bership of tile General Drivers to 
workers who spend at least 51 per- 
cent of their time on trucks, and 
then they can be mem hers only if 
the truck is used to haul certain 
Tobin -approved commodities. 

After reading the Tobin manifes- 
to to the assembly, Jean Speilman, 
spokesman for the G.L.U. commit- 
tee, moved that the report be re- 
ferred to the Teamsters Joint Coun- 
cil for action. 

Slander Used in Election Campaign 

At this point several delegates 
took the floor demanding to know 
why and how intimate details re- 
garding the Local 574 charter fight 
had come into fhe hands of the 
candidate opposing William S. 
Brown in the aldermauic race in 
the third ward. Brown, the presi- 
dent of 574, played a militant role 
in the 1934 strikes and, in keeping 
with his fighting ability and in- 
stincts, waged a splendid and clean 
fight in the election campaign. But 
despite this fine record he was not 
invited to speak to the assembly 
on this issue which is of such vital 
importance to his union. 

Jloe Hork, a member of the 574 
executive board, was denied the 
floor when he attempted to speak 
on the tactics employed against 
Brown in the campaign. 

Many delegates took the floor to 
speak of the great gains which the 
General Drivers have brought to 
the entire labor movement. Specific 
instances were cited, such as the 
New England construction job 
where the truck drivers threw their 
strength into a fight which had be- 
gun to appear quite hopeless to the 
building trades unions. 

Travesty on Union Democracy 

At this point in the debate, which 
had by now become very heated, a 
substitute motion was made to 
throw the Tobin demands in the 
waste basket. This motion was 
later ruled ont of order on the 
grounds that It was a negative mo- 
tion and could not be to ted on. 

Delegate Wachter pointed out 
clearly ami completely what a 
travesty of trade union democracy 
Tobin's policies represent. He pic- 
tured how the overwhelming ma- 
jority of the delegates were in com- 
plete sympathy with Local 574 and 
showed that the differences of opin- 
on in the matter lay principally in 
the relative courage of the delegates 
in determining a course of action. 
Questioning sharply Tobin's right 
to the dictatorial powers which he 
assumes, Wachter proposed that the 
Central Labor Union appeal Tobin's 
decision to the convention of the 
Drivers International and that in 
th : meantime the whole matter be 
left pending with complete recogni- 
tion of 574. Wachter was unable 
to obtain a vote on his proposal. 

Threaten Charter Revocations 

Speaking for his motion to refer 
Tobin's demands to the Teamsters 
Joint Council for action, Speilman 
told the assembly that, while he 
was In Tobin's office, Tobin had 
held a telephone conversation with 
Green In Washington and that 
Green had promised full co-opera- 



tion to Tobin. Speilman then care- 
fully explained that this would 
Ji-^an that if the C.L.U. or any un- 
ion attempted to defend 574 that 
their charter would be Immedately 
revoked. He then predicted that if 
his motion was not passed the C.L. 
U. charter would be revoked at 
once. He stated further that the 
present officers of Local 574 should 
be willing to step aside as Tobin 
demands. 

Attempting to get fhe floor to an- 
swer Speilman's statements, Farrell 
Dobbs, secretary-treasurer of Local 
574, was denied that privilege, and 
the Speilman motion was railroaded 
through. 

An analysis of Tobin's demands 
shows that the voluntary withdraw- 
al of the present leaders of 574 will 
not satisfy the lust of D. J. Tobin. 
He clearly states that he will be 
satisfied with nothing short of the 
complete" disorganization of the 
local, the sacrifice of all the gains 
for which Henry Ness and Jack 
Belor died, and the expulsion of 
scores of militant members from 
the union. Tobin demands more 
than the heads of the leaders — he 
demands the complete strangulation 
of the union. 

Reactionaries Meet Defeat 

With the matter now in their 
hands, the Teamsters Joint Council 
will attempt to carry out the Tobin 
program. But despite the action 
railroaded through the assembly, 
the reactionary bureaucracy was 
badly defeated. 

The issues in the fight are clearly 
defined, and the progressive think- 
ing delegates are well informed as 
to the real meaning of this program 
to the movement. Their sympathies 
are completely with 574, and they 
will carry their opinions back to 
their unions with a recommendation 
that they continue to support the 
drivers. The standing of Local 574 
will continue to be very high among 
union men. 

Delegate Crowl, business agent of 
the iron workers, told the assembly 
that on fhe armory job, and every 
other union construction job where 
the ironworkers are employed, if 
any union refuses to demand that 
574 men deliver their materials, the 
ironworkers will tie up the job. 

Local 574 will not give up the 
gains it has made through the bit- 
ter struggles of 1934. The sacri- 
fices made were too great to permit 
Tobin to so lightly cast aside every- 
thing that Local 574 stands for. 
The membership of the General 
Drivers is up in arms oVer this out- 
rage. They recognize the Tobin 
demands as a twin sister to the 
vicious propaganda of the bosses. 

Local 574 will fight Tobin on 
every front and defeat his Citizens 
Alliance program. 

Every union, every liberal and 
radical organization must take a 
clear cut position in this fight. The 
workers of Minneapolis must re- 
spond in the same splendid manner 
that they did last summer In the 
struggle with the Citizens Alliance. 

Smash all union-smashers! 
Make Minneapolis a union town! 



it, we must do more than propagan- 
dize; we must extend our organiza- 
tional base in the auto industry be- 
cause events have proved, we in the 
W. P. are the only ones who can do 
the job. We must fuse our ideas 
with the workers inside the federal 
unions, to help them "arm" them- 
selves against their enemies and to 
organize "pressure" for the calling 
of a democratically controlled con- 
vention to establish an Internation- 
al union and to begin an organiza- 
tion drive by September in prepara- 
tion for a general strike. 

Workers Must Prepare to Strike 

All the elemental forces of file 
industry are again turned loose full 
force, and are inexorably driving 
the men onward towards the path 
of unionism. Bitterness and re- 
sentment are accumulating so rap- 
idly, that when the explosion oc- 
curs, the Toledo strike will look 
like a tea-party in comparison. 

The workers nave had a year's 
experience with the Auto Labor 
Board. Some 200,000 of them par- 
tipicated in the A. L. B.'s "elec- 
tions" and while it was- a bitter 
pill that Green and Collins forced 
them to swallow we say with confi- 
dence: it was not in vain! They 
have learned more in these last few 
months of "collective bargaining" 
than the previous five years put to- 
gether. In plant after plant, mem- 
bers of the bargaining agencies have 
claslied with the managentnt and 
have found that beyond getting a 
light bulb replaced or a water bub- 
bler repaired— -their power did not 
extend. If their demands were not 
acceded to, they of course had the 
opportunity of appealing to Dr. 
Wolman! Now, their only recourse 
is . . . strike, and for that they 
must have an organization. 

So, having passed through the 
glorious run around of RooSevelt, 
Wolman, Green, Collins and Dillon, 
they are back at the starting point, 
more experienced, more steeled and 
better prepared for the battle. 

It is now the duty of the con- 
scious revolutionists not to lag be- 
hind, but to be prepared to guide 
the workers and help them In their 
coming struggle. This task, of or- 
ganizing tliis key industry, the 
"nerve center" of American econo- 
my is the most important and sig- 
nificant one since post-war days, 
ganizing the key industries, the 
opening up a completely new phase 
in American unionism and the labor 
movement of this country. If we 
succeed, our position in the Ameri- 
can labor movement is secure and 
we shall be prepared to lead the 
workers forward to victory. 



A Letter the Daily 
Worker Dared Not Print 



To the Editor of Daily Worker, 
50 East 13tb Street, 
New York City 
Gentlemen : 

In a Daily Worker editorial of 
June 17, 1935, we read : 

"Joseph Znck and Jack Taylor, 
the two choice morsels which the 
Trotskyites fished out of the gar- 
bage discarded by the C. P., have 
been expelled and are now pub- 
lishing a paper of their own. . . . 
Any honest worker may be for- 
giTen if he holds his nose" . . . 
This section of the above dated 
Daily Worker editorial runs true to 
Stalinist form and method of "dis- 
carding garbage" in the form of 
Daily Worker editorials for the 
consumption of "honest workers" 
who "hold their nose". . . . 

You hold it is the policy of the 
Daily Worker to give the "honest 
workers" the truth and nothing but 
the truth — yet you deliberately 
print a trumped up account of my 
"expulsion" from the Workers Party 
of the U. S. 

The New York Times gives "all 
the news that's fit to print" provid- 
ing they do their own "fitting" ; the 
Daily Worker prints a "fitting" ac- 
count of Jack Taylor's "expul- 
sion" . . . 

Need I say that this "expulsion" 
is the brain child of the Daily 
Worker editor? . . . Need it be said 
that Stalinist brain fever {perhaps 
clairvoyancy with Stalinism as the 
medium) has produced a picture of 
Jack Taylor "expelled" from the 
Workers' Party of tae U.S.A. and 
publishing his own paper? , . . 

For the "honest workers" who 
"hold their nose" against the Stal- 
inist stench known as Dally Work- 
er editorials, let me say the follow- 
ing: 

Jack Taylor has not been ex- 
pelled from the Workers Party of 
the U. S. (ind he is not publishing 
or helping to publish an indepen- 
dent paper. 

Finally let me remind you— al- 
though you cannot have forgotten 
this fact — my resignation from the 
Communist Party was published in 
the Militant two months prior to 
my being "discarded" by the C. P. 
bureaucrats. 

Stalinism has now been "discard- 
ing" what you call "garbage" for 
years. Thousands of "discarded" 
revolutionaries are exiled to Siberia 
and others held in StalSn's jails. 
This l< garbage" is composed of 
those Marxists who can see the 
difference between the Menshevism 
of Stalin and the Bolshevism of 
Lenin and Trotsky. 

This, gentlemen, is the truth — 
but to get the truth It is necessary 
to discard the Daily Worker and to 
read the New Militant, organ of the 
Workers Party of the U.S. 

—JACK TATLOR 



Plenum of N.C. 
of W. P. Spikes 
False Rumors 



The June Plenum of the National 
Committee of the W. P. took note 
of rumors to the effect that there 
are leaders and members of the W. 
P. who advocate that the W. P. 
should join or merge with the So- 
cialist Party. Occasionally it Is- 
necessary to take account of rumor 
and gossip, no matter how absurd 
and irresponsible it may be, simply 
because it is so persistent. Solely 
on this ground, ttie Plenum hereby 
states *hat all such reports are ab- 
solutely without foundation, that 
no leaders or members of the W. P. 
advocate or hay© advocated any 
such program. 

The position of the W. P. on the 
Socialist Party and the Second In- 
ternational has been clearly and 
explicitly set forth in the Declara- 
tion of Principles adopted at the 
merger convention last December of 
the former Communist League of 
America and the American Workers 
Party. We repeat it here both he- 
cause of the fntrinsic soundness of 
the analysis there set forth and be- 
cause it is the best and simplest 
way to indicate how incompatible 
with the basic Declaration of the 
W. P. is advocacy of a proposal 
that it should join or merge with a 
party of reformism and pacifism: 

"The Socialist Party is not a 
party of revolution but of reform 
and pacifism. The fundamental er- 
ror of all wings of the party is 
their false conception of the nature 
of the state and of the colonial 
question. From this flow its parlia- 
mentary illusions, its notion that 
the workers can achieve power 
within the framework of existing 
state forms, Its fetishism of capital- 
ist democracy, its policies of class 
collaboration, and betrayal of col- 
onial revolts and revolutions. It Is 
affiliated and gives allegiance to the- 
bankrupt Second International, 
wliich bears the responsibility for 
supporting the last imperialist war, 
and whose leading section, the Ger- 
man Social-Democracy, openly aid- 
ed the capitalists to suppress revo- 
lutionary upi'isings of the workers 
and made possible the triumph of 
Fascism in Germany. The Social- 
ist Party conducts no struggle 
against the reactionaries in the 
trade union movement and impor- 
tant sections of fhe Party are di- 
rectly associated with these ele- 
ments. Though now, as at other 
periods in its history, the Party 
contains many militant and left- 
ward moving workers, the powerful 
right wing elements in the Party 
openly spurn and combat all revo- 
lutionary tendencies. The radical 
phrases of the centrist wing repre- 
sented by the 'Militant' leaders 
serve as a cover for an essentially 
reformist attitude and a policy of 
capitulation to the right wing. The 
Party and the Second International 
with which it Is affiliated therefore 
serve the purpose of hindering the 
consistent development of the work- 
ers to a revolutionary position. The 
genuinely revolutionary workers in 
the Socialist Party can carry out 
the implications of their position 
only when they break with the re- 
formists and social patriots and 
unite with the Workers Party and 
the New International." 

The merger of the former A.W.P. 
and C.L.A., after more than a dec- 
ade of splits and disintegration in 
tbe revolutionary movement, was in 
our opinion an historic turning 
point. The founding of the new 
party on the basis of the Declara- 
tion of Principles was the one pos- 
sible step toward revolutionary 
unity. We believe that In ever in- 
creasing numbers the vanguard 
workers who are today in other 
parties and groups or have no polit- 
ical allegiance will realize with us 
the crucial importance of breaking 
with reformism and centrism and 
unifying the revolutionary forces on 
the basis of revolutionary interna- 
tionalism and under the banner of 
the Fourth International. 
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MARCH OF EVENTS 



;By JACK WEBER; 
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England Ends Versailles 
Treaty 

Hardly one week after the Tories 
took over tie British government 
the new foreign minster, Hoare, re- 
sorted to direct action to resolve the 
contradiction between the reality of 
German rearmoment and the fiction 
of the maintenance of the Versailles 
Trendy. The tripling of the Ger- 
man navy is "legalized" by the 
Anglo-German agreement. In this 
fashion British imperialism tries to 
solve a number of its problems, ex- 
ternal and internal. Faced with the 
possible danger of a new naval 
race in the North Sea with a re- 
surgent German militarism, Britisn 
capitalism preferred to make con- 
cessions relatively harmless to her- 
self, even if a menace to her former 
allies. England thus takes one 
step further in encouraging Ger- 
many to seek file salvation of Its 
capitalism by expansion to the East, 
at the expense of the TJ.S.S.E. A 
German navy of the size permitted 
means the control of tne Baltic 
Seas, hence the possibility of at- 
tacking Leningrad safely. 

At the same time the English 
ruling class serves notice to France 
that the latter had better come to 
terms also with Hitler and 1 abandon 
the Soviet Union to its fate. This 
act makes of the Franco-Soviet 
pact virtually a scrap of paper, for 
in tbat pact France can "legally" 
be released from its operation in 
case England and Italy refuse to 
define the aggressor in the coming 
war. England is doing everything 
possible to force France to repudi- 
ate the military alliance with Stal- 
in. Internally the British tories 
are preparing for the coming gen- 
eral elections. Tney can point to 
the naval agreement as being one 
step in the direction of limitation 
of armaments, which adds nothing 
to the British naval budget at the 
moment. If the tories are success- 
ful in the elections there will be an 
entirely different aspect of tilings 
affer the elections. The naval race 
will then be resumed full speed 
ahead. 

Stalinism Grovels Before 
Imperialism 

The nearer the war of interven- 
tion, the more desperately the Stal- 
'nists grovel before world imperial- 
ism to prove that the Soviets are 
not really a menace to the bour- 
geois ruling class. Ambassador 
Troyanovsky, former Mensbevik 
and fit representative of the corrupt 
Stalinist bureaucracy, assures Am- 
erica that the Soviet Union under 
Stalin is merely the continuator of 
the policies of the Kerensky Provi- 
sional Government. And in this he 
tells the truth. 
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engaged tn erasing every trace of 
the October Revolution in order to 
prove their worthiness to exist side 
by side with reactionary world im- 
perialism. As the preliminary to 
further concessions to reaction, the 
Stalinists are proceeding to anni- 
hilate physically all Bolshevik op- 
positionists, past or present. This 
can only mean a further attack on 
the working class In the Soviet Un- 
ion, an added preparation for the 
betrayal of this working class as 
w 11 as the world proletariat to 
bourgeois reaction, solely for the 
purpose of maintaining in power 
the reactionary Stalinist bureau- 
crats. 

Only one force stands in the way 
of Stalin and endangers his "suc- 
cess" in blocking the road to power 
of the proletariat of Western Eu- 
rope. That force, still small but 
growing in influence through the 
power of Its correct Marxist ap- 
proach to the revolutionary tasks 
of the working class, is the nucleus 
of the Fourth International, the in- 
heritors o£ the militant traditions 
of the Second and the Third Inter- 
nationals. To the Stalinists the 
Fourth International Is a greater 
menace than capitalist imperialism. 
The next wave of revolution, or- 
ganized under the banner of the 
new international, will sweep out 
of power and into utter oblivion the 
corrupt bureaucracy that exists 
only so long as the workers suffer 
defeats. The venomous hatred man- 
ifested by Stalin for the "Trotsky- 
ists," the attempt to confuse the 
workers by slanders and by lumping 
together the counter- revolutionary 
imperialist robbers and the Bolshe- 
vik-Leninist vanguard — the two ex- 
tremes of the class struggle — are 
themselves the recognition that the 
Stalinists will have to pay for their 
crimes the moment the workers be- 
come aware of them. 

The Fourth International alone 
can accomplish this necessary task 
of ridding the working class of the 
poison and treachery of Stalinism. 
It is the builders of the Fourth In- 
ternational who alone can forewarn 
the advanced workers against the 
betrayers who ore already sowing 
the seeds of social patriotism In 
preparation for the next war. The 
justiflers of the Franco-Soviet Pact, 
the lackeys of Soviet diplomacy, are 
working, in the interests of a priv- 
ileged clique, to fasten more firmly 
on the necks of the workers the 
yoke of capitalism. The Stalinist 
Defenders of the Soviet Union are 
ready to become also the Defenders 
of the Allies of the Soviet Union, 
the upholders of French militarism. 
With England already openly toss- 
ing aside the Versailles Treaty, the 
Stalinists are becoming the cham- 
pions of this treaty insofar as it 
aids Staiin in his reactionary alll- 



By AL DASCH 

The week of July 4th is a fitting 
one to review some of the revolu- 
tionary traditions of the American 
working class. Class struggles in 
America did not begin with July 4, 
1776. Nor d'd the first American 
Revoluion solve the contradictions 
in American society. 

The history of this country is re- 
plete with elass conflicts. From the 
time of the first indentured and 
chattel slave down to the modern 
wage earner an unceasing struggle 
has taken place between the con- 
tending classes. Nor is this strange. 
For Ameriea, almost from the day 
the colonies were founded, has been 
subject to the laws of the class 
struggle. Those who are ignorant 
of the past, or who deliberately 
seek to hide and distort its revolu- 
tionary traditions may deny this; 
but the past itself is the greatest 
living proof of the class battles in 
American society. 

A Legacy of Force 

The past has bequeathed the pro- 
letariat of today a rich legacy. Rev- 
olutionary actions of previous gen- 
erations hammer home the necessity 
of revolutionary methods today in 
order to abolish the ills and* ail- 
ments of present day society. The 
lesson they teach is that America 
was born and matured in violence 
— that those who struck out for 
their rights relied not upon "Etern- 
al Truths," but upon the more sub- 
stantial method of force. It was 
in this way that the progressive 
factors in American society were 
permitted to expand and the basis 
laid for a social change. 

A century before the armed? con- 
flict between the colonies and the 
mother country, England, two of 
the largest colonies, Virginia and 
New York, were plunged into the 
throes of a civil war. These were 
the Bacon and Leisler uprisings, 
taking their names from the lead- 
ers of the oppressed who headed 
these revolts. Both met with tem- 
porary successes but were later 
suppressed with the utmost cruelty. 
The reasons for the rebellions and 
the severity with which they were 
put down is given by a member of 
ffle then existing Virginia Council. 
While his description refers speci- 
fically to Bacon it fits perfectly the 
rebels in New York. 

The Rebels of Yesterday 
**Baeon gathers about him a 

rabble of the basest sort of peo- 
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The Stalinists are anees with capitalist imperialism. 
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(Continued from Page 1) 

far from this goal. But here comes 
some good news. The New York 
party district has pledged itself to 
raise not less than half of the 
amount stipulated. And, while 
these comrades were a bit slow in 
getting started, they are leaving no 
pebbles unturned now. Very ex- 
tensive preparations have been 
made to make good on the pledge. 
We shall render regular accounts 
bo that every reader may watch 
how well this district puts its 
words into action. 

The Boston branch made a pre- 
liminary pledge of $53.50 and in 
accord with the habit it has already 
established it proceeded to make 
good right away. Last week we 
reported $25.00 from Konikow. 
There was a slight error. It should 
have been listed to the credit of the 
Boston branch. In this issue we 
can report an additional sum of 
$14.00 for this branch. In other 
words $39.00 on its account made 
good already. Of course, the pledge 
was only a preliminary one. 
Contributions To Date 

We have organized this campaign 



WORKERS 

Protect Yourselves Against the 

Hazards of Life, Join the 

WORKMEN'S SICK & DEATH 

BENEFIT FUND OP THE U.S. 

1884-1935 

Organized, managed by and for 
workers with only one purpose: 
to render protection to members 
and their families, and to sup- 
port all endeavors and struggles 
for the improvement of tollers. 

About 50,000 members organ- 
ized in 350 branches. Reserves 
53,400,000. 

Death benefit graded accord- 
ing to age at entry. Sick benefit 
payments from $360 to $900 — to 
men and women, according to 
classes. 

Monthly assessments from 45c 
to $2.20. 

For further information apply 
to Main Office: 
714 Seneca Ave, Brooklyn, N. Y. 



in such a way that the increase of 
circulation, getting new subscribers 
and more extensive bundle sales be- 
comes an important feature. AH 
funds received for new subscribers 
at the new rate, whether they be 
regular subscribers, or whether 
these are obtained by the club plan 
system, together with amounts for 
greetings obtained are recorded as 
part of the campaign. On this basis 
we have received during the last 
week the following amounts: 
Contributions: 

Boston Branch $14.00 

Brownsville Br., New York.. 2.60 

J. Rorty, Conn 1.00 

Back Seat Driver, N. Y. C... 1.00 

Ilildegard Smith, Kansas l.OO 

Grote, Branch 3, N.Y.C. 10.00 

Astoria Branch, N.Y.C 1.00 

Bronx Branch, N. Y. C 3.00 

Flatbush Branch, N. Y. C 1.00 

Center Branch, N. Y. C 8.00 

Harlem Branch, N. X. 11.28 



Total $53.78 

Total reported last week.. $54.00 
Subscriptions (Club Plans) : 
Center Br., N.Y.C. (8 subs).. 3.00 
Minneapolis Branch (8 subs) 3.00 



Total $ 6.00 

Grand Total $113.78 

• • • 

Special Subscription Contest 

For the best subscription getters, 
during the period from July 1 to 
September 1, the following prizes 
will be awarded : 

Any comrade sending In 10 new 
yearly subscriptions ($2.00 each), 
or 20 new subscriptions ($1.00 each) 
will receive a complete set of 
Trotsky's "History of the Russian 
Revolution" in three bound volumes. 
Any comrade sending in five new 
yearly subscriptions or 10 six 
months subscriptions will receive a 
bound copy of "The Correspondence 
of Karl Marx and Friedrich En- 
gels." 

Of course, these are subscriptions 
for the eight-page Issue only. We 
shall keep an exact account of all 
subs received and make sure that 
the prizes are awarded properly and 
only to those who reach the goal 
set during the period stipulated. 

In each case we will also change 
the prizes for an equivalent of any 
set of books from the Pioneer Book 
Shop if so desired. 



Heritage of Class 

Struggle in U.S. 

History 



pie, whose, conditions are such as 
by a change could not admit of 
worse, with these began to stand 
in Defiance against the govern- 
ment. . . . These are the men that 
are sett up for the good of ye 
Country; who for ye ease of the 
Poore will hare no taxes paled 
. . . Would have till magistrate 
and government taken away 4 
set up one themselves & to make 
their good Intentions more mani- 
fest stick not to talk openly of 
shareing men's estates among 
them selves.'' 

How familiar is this cry from the 
lips of a colonial master, to us to- 
day? 

The American Revolution of 1776 
was the class struggle breaking out 
Into the open and taking place by 
armed means. Underneath the sur- 
face of the civil war was, of course, 
a. clash of economic interests. Eng- 
land by a series of decrees was 
hampering the development of the 
colonies. The mercantilists (who 
were the ruling class in England) 
prevented the establishment of Am- 
erican industries so that their own 
factories would have a market. 
They succeeded' in passing laws for- 
bidding the colonists to expand 
westward. They prevented the ship- 
ping of American raw materials to 
other nations and imposed restric- 
tions upon the colonists purchasing 
goods from other countries. In 
short the domination of England 
was becoming a fetter on the 
growth of the colonies. The Inter- 
ests clashed 1 — civil war was the re- 
sult. 

Suppressing the Poor 
For us the heritage of 1776 lies 
not in the eloquent phrases of the 
Declaration of Independence or the 
revolutionary fathers. The Declar- 
ation of Independence is violated by 
the capitalist class whenever their 
interosts clash with those of the 
working elass. As for the leaders 
of the revolution, they were almost 
entirely motivated by personal in- 
terests and not idealistic concep- 
tions. The revolution did not live 
np to its fine promises once it suc- 
ceeded. Witness for instance, the 
revolt of Daniel Shay, an army col- 
onel, and those he led in an at- 



tempt to garner for the workers 
and poor farmers the promises made 
to them. Shay and those with him 
were defeated by an army, especial- 
ly raised for that purpose. But that 
action destroyed the myth that the 
revolution was fought for the Inal- 
ienable rights of man. Wherein 
then are the revolutionary tradi- 
tions? 

The revolution broke the domin- 
ation of the mother country and 
liberated the colonies. It opened 
the west for expansion and made 
possible the unleashing of the pro- 
ductive forces in American society. 
Besides it set up a republican form 
of government and gave an impul- 
sion to the progress of revolution 
in Europe. As such, it was pro- 
gressive and we salute it. The 
heritage of the Inalienable rights of 
man and the heroic suffering of the 
soldiers in the colonial armies be- 
long not to the American bourgeoi- 
sie who are only too anxious to for- 
get the revolutionary actions of the 
past, but to. the American proletar- 
iat who will truly complete the first 
American Revolution by the estab- 
lisbmenl of a working class dicta- 
torship. 

The bourgeoisie claims that the 
Revolution abolished the difference 
between classes and the necessity 
of strife. But the whole history of 
America since then is a history of 
violent clashes between exploiter 
and exploited. From Shay's Rebel- 
lion down to the present day a red 
thread of revolt runs through Am- 
erican society. Nat Turner's revolt, 
John Brown, the civil war, the 
strike years of 1877-78, May 1, 
Homestead, the large and fierce 
strikes of the present period', all 
bear witness to the class conflict 
raging in the United States. 

Mars, in the introduction to the 
first volume of Capital speaks of 
the stimulating influences of the 
American Revolution of the 18th 
century and the American Civil War 
of the 10th on European society. 
The first influenced the course of 
the Great French Revolution and 
brought in its train a spread of 
democratic ideas through Europe. 
The second helped bring about a 
series of Important reforms in the 
old world. Who can say that the 
revolutionary events which will 
take place in American society in 
the 20th century will liberate not 
onl the American proletariat but 
tbat of the entire world? 



Bolshevik Speaks for Fourth 
International at SFIO Congress 



Administration Split Policy 
In Teachers Union Threatens 
Progressives in A* F. ofL. 



This 1s the flrst of a series of 
two articles on the present situa- 
tion in the Teachers Union. — Ed. 

* * * 

For the past five years a struggle 
has been going on in the Teachers 
Union of New York, Local 5, the 
largest local of the American Fed- 
eration of Teachers, over the fun- 
damental question of the Union's 
policy. The basic differences be- 
tween the ad mini si rat ion, now 
known as the Organized Union Ma- 
jority, and the minority opposition 
groups are: 

Mass activity : The Administra- 
tion believes in confining Its chief 
activities to lobbying at Albany, 
City Hall and at the Board of Ed- 
ucation. (r>9th St., N.Y.) It relies 
upon the support of the teachers 
in the upper salary brackets. It 
often subordinates its own inde- 
pendent action to that of the Joint 
Committee of Teachers Organiza- 
tions, which is controlled by the su- 
pervisors In the school system, who 
act in conjunction and are inspired 
by the Board of Superintendents 
and the Board of Education at 59th 
St. In the salary struggle of 1933, 
in the furlough fight of 1933, in the 
campaign for salary restoration of 
1935, the Administration abandoned 
the policy desired by the member- 
ship and followed at the tail end of 
the conservative and treacherous 
Joint Committee. 

Work of the Opposition Groups 

In opposition to this the minority 
groups (Rank and File, Progres- 
sives, Committee .for Democracy, 
etc.) despite serious internal differ- 
ences, plaee the main emphasis on 
mass activity. Consequently they 
seek the widest possible basis for 
support among the teachers through 
consistent organization activities 
which the Administration neglects, 
through the lowering of dues, 
through the organization of the un- 
employed teachers upon a nominal 
dues basis with full right. They 
have declared for a course indepen- 
dent of the oint Committee when the 
latter fails to defend teachers in- 
tersts. Finally, in order to carry 
out these policies, upon the fullest 
aetivlzation of the union member- 
ship through its democratic control 
in the determination of union poli- 
cies. 

To accomplish these objectives 
the opposition groups ran candi- 
dates In the annual elections, and 
in the May elections of this year 
succeeded in polling over 40 percent 
of the vote for officers and members 
of the executive board. They would 
have elected delegates to the na- 
tional convention had not the Ad- 
ministration blocked It by an un- 



constitutional ruling which will be 
contested at the national conven- 
tion. 

To prevent the opposition from 
gaining a majority, the Adminis- 
tration has resorted to a ntl -demo- 
cratic practices, to arbitrary deci- 
sions, to red-baiting, to violations 
of the union's policies, and now to 
th^ "investigation" whose aim as 
stated by Dr. Lefkowitz, a leader 
of the Administration, is to oust the 
Opposition from the uniou. The 
Administration also fears that it 
will lose its present majority in 
the Delegate Assembly, a body con- 
sisting of representatives elected 
from the schools, in the coming elec- 
tion In October. In order to pre- 
vent this it has resorted to two 
main measures : It has secured the 
"investigation" In order to cut off 
the growth of the opposition by a 
series of expulsions. 

At the last meeting of the Execu- 
tive Board it voted to close the 
books of the union against the ad- 
mission of present applicants until 
the American Federation of Teach- 
ers makes Its -decision in the in- 
vestigation. This action was taken 
without even permitting the Oppo- 
sition an opportunity to discuss the 
question. This arbitrary command 
to suspend the functioning of the 
union shows that the Administra- 
tion fears that the influx of new 
members means the end of its rule. 

The 'Investigation" Maneuvers 

If the Lefkowitz-Linville faction 
succeeds in its present move to re- 
organize the Teachers Union, the 
results will probably take this 
form: 

1) Leaders and many prominent 
members of the union will be ex- 
pelled or excluded from the "reor- 
ganized" union. 

2> The minority groups will be 
dissolved and illegalized. They will 
be prohibited from holding group 
meetings, issuing literature and ap- 
peals to the membership, presenting 
motions and resolutions in the name 
of the groups. They would like- 
wise be prohibited from putting up 
slates of candidates in the elections 
or to conduct an organized cam- 
paign in behalf of their candidates. 
The growth of the Opposition would 
probably be checked for the time 
being, at any rate. 

3) The policy of no membership 
meetings with power to decide pol- 
icies would be continued, 

4) The Delegate Assembly would 
be stripped of its present powers to 
review decisions of the Executive 
Board ; its policy-making powers 
would be taken from it. 

5) AH power to determine poli- 
cies would be concentrated in the 



hands of the Executive Board in- 
cluding the power to suspend and 
expel members. The present very 
limited democracy would be suc- 
ceeded by a bureaucratic dictator- 
ship of the officers and the Execu- 
tive Board. The road would be 
eiear for further expulsions of 
members if they raised any organ- 
ized objections to these measures or 
to any policies which the clique 
sought to pursue. 

Effect on Other Unions 

If the Administration succeeds in 
carrying through its program it will 
give the Grcen-Woll leadership en- 
couragement in their present cam- 
paign to expel the communists from 
the unions — which is their device 
for labelling and getting rid cf the 
progressives. 

If minority groups can be sup- 
pressed in one union, then they can 
be suppressed in other unions as 
well. It is to be expected that the 
reactionaries In other A. F. of L. 
unions will not be slow in seizing 
upon similar "reorganization" mea- 
sures. The demagogical cry will 
be raised that progressive groups 
based upon a simple trade union 
program are taking orders from 
"outside organizations," meaning by 
that the working class political 
parties. The pretext for the sup- 
pression of progressive minority 
groups will have been obtained by 
the precedent set in the case of the 
Teachers Union. Thus the investi- 
gation of Local 5 acquires signifi- 
canie for the progressive forces in 
the entire labor movement. It is 
not an exaggeration that these ma- 
chinations endanger the existence 
of the progressive forces. 

It thus becomes the duty of the 
progressives in other unions to 
come to the assistance of the large 
militant membership of the Teach- 
ers Union in their efforts to pre- 
serve the unity of the organization 
against the Administration split- 
ters. The progressives should dis- 
cuss this question in their own 
groups. They should raise this 
question in their unions and try if 
possible to have them pass resolu- 
tions condemning the investigation 
and defending the right of organ- 
ized minorities to exist in the 
Teachers Union. Protests of this 
kind should be sent to : 

The Executive Council, 

American Federation of Teachers 

506 N. Wabash Ave., Chicago, 111. 



The following is a summary of 
Hie speech of Molinier, for the 
Bolshevik-Leninist group, at the 
Mulbouse Congress of the Social- 
ist Party of France: 
He explains why some of the 
members in various sections will 
vote against the report of the dele- 
gates to the Second International. 

Wbat is involved here at this time 
is not the Question of approving 
some points of opposition of the 
French delegation but of posing 
Ihere briefly the International prob- 
lem in all its amplitude. 

This Is the key question which 
determines all others, which delin- 
eates the political evolution of the 
tendencies: the crossroad where 
they meet or divide, a problem 
which determines their will to car- 
ry on a real struggle against war. 
It is on the international scale what 
armament is on the plane of the 
struggle for power. 

And this question of the Interna- 
tional poses itself again and again 
every time the question of war or 
the seizure of power appears in a 
sharp form. The dilemma : Either 
"gradual national jmd international 
development" or coordinated inter- 
national revolutionary action. 

This difference crops up in all the 
debates. 

Of what value are international- 
ist phrases if you are organizing 
for nationalism? At this time only 
the bourgeoisie acts in concert In 
the world and when the socialist 
delegates go to these conferences 
they act there as hirelings of their 
bourgeoisie. 

Have we an international? That 
is, have we a coordinated political 
! organization of international strug- 
| Kle? What do those think of the 
i Second International who still have 
| authority in the eyes of the major- 
I ity of this Congress? 
! I.ebas said at the National Con- 
jgress on February 2!), 1920: 
\ "... The war, as comrade Kaf- 
Hn-Dugens, has so correctly ob- 
served, has killed not only men 
anfl destroyed wealth . . . one of 
Its corpses, one of its victims was 
the International. . . . 

". . . One must examine the sit- 
uation created in the Party in 
all countries and observe more- 
over if we can agree on saying 
how we can reconstitute it, this 
International, whatever number 
we give It. . . ." 

". . . These, of course, are tfte 
reasons why the Federation of 
the North has decided in almost 
complete unanimity to propose to 
the Party to withdraw from the 
Second International. This, of 
course is not because we aw 
throwing mud at It but because 
we very sincerely believe that we 
can work more effectively for the 
reconstitution of the new Inter- 
national outside of (he old and 
decadent one rather than by re- 
maining inside it." 
Puule Faure at the National Con- 
gress. February 29, 1920: 

'*. . . We ask, comrades, that tfte 
French Socialist party leave the 
Second International. 

"I listened to Renaudel and 
vainly sought In his speech for 
decisive reasons which to my mind 
he did not produce for maintain- 
ing our adherence to this organiz- 
ation. 
"Our resolution remains un- 



FORT WORTH, Tex. (FP).— 
Though the Texas Electric Service 
Co. at Eastland, Tex., denies that 
a strike is in progress, about 40 
union and non-union men have 
walked out, according to Interna- 
tional Vice-Pres. W. L. Ingram of 
the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers. The men struck 
in protest against the firing of three 
union employees. 



Protest Meeting 
Friday, July 12, 8 P.M.— A J. Must* 
speaks on "Recent Events in Soviet 
Union" at 1776 Pitkin Ave.,B'klyn. 



shakable. We became more and 
more impatient, understanding 
that from the socialist standpoint 
the atmosphere of the Second In- 
ternational became absolutely ua- 
Uvable " 

• ■ • 

Since when has it come back to 
life? 

Defeat in Italy, in Germany, in 
Austria, in Spain, in Belgium, where 
the former president of the Interna- 
tional presides at the imprisonment 
of striking miners! The corpses 
ore rotting. 

The Third International? 

Let us consider it. It must be 
said: 

It bore the banner of revolution 
throughout the world. 

Did it organize the split? Does 
it mean to split when one nghts for 
principles! 

It degenerated with the degener- 
ation of the Russian revolution; it 
has seen its death certificate signed 
by Stalin. 

It is now the International whose 
parties after many zig-zags are be- 
comin™ the means of national de- 
fense in conformity with the fluc- 
tuations of the foreign policy of 
Russia ; such a betrayal means 
placing the official seal upon the 
tombstone of the oppressed of tb© 
entire world. 

{Molinier retorted to Dormoy 
who interrupts him at this point:} 
"It is oniy natural that you defend 
Stalin after he has sunk to your 
level." 

WHAT IS TO BE DONE? 

Unity of the Second and the Third 
Internationals? 

On what basis? The basis whicb 
allows the same class influences, 
the same germs of difference to ex- 
ist? 

Or our basis? Concerted, joint, 
action against capitalism, which is 
concentrated and spirited action 
driven forward. Never class peace! 
No theory of socialism in one conn- 
try. 

In the present state of things one 
must base himself on experience to 
rebuild the International. 

WE MUST BUILD THE FOURTH 
INTERNATIONAL which means to 
take into account the life and the 
death of the others. 

In many countries: Holland (R. 
S.P.-O.R.P.), America (C.L.A,-A,W, 
P.) unity was achieved on this 
basis. 

All the living forces of the two 
internationals must be organized on 
this basis i What about the big 
parties? Win over the decisive ele- 
ments. 

For tbat: without subordinating 
daily action to the creation Of the 
Fourth International, we will group 
around us on the principles of rev- 
olutionary action all the active 
forces of the Party, and with them 
pave 'be way for the Fourth Inter- 
national, 

• « • 

Molinier's speech was for the 
most part heard 'in intense silence, 
interrupted very infrequently and 
applauded lustily by a small minor- 
ity of the Congress. 

The defense of the Stalinist pol- 
icy fell upon citizen Grumbacb, one 
of the most active ilefamers of the 
Communist International in its best 
days. 
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Zack Expelled from 
Workers Partv 



Joseph Zack has been expelled 
from (lie Workers Party of the U. 
S. for gross violations of discipline. 
He wrote to a leading comrade in 
Minneapolis advising him to violate 
an N. C. decision on a grave trade 
union matter in action. He further 
openly violated party discipline by 
contradicting and challenging to a 
debate the Party speaker presenting 
the Party point of view at an open 
mass meeting in New York, He has 
been participating, without any con- 
sultation even with the Party, in 
efforts to launch a paper to be 
called "Independent Unionist" 



which has for one of its slogans: 
"For A New Progressive Federation 
of Labor." The W. P. has never 
issued any such slogan; it is con- 
trary to the Party's trade union 
line. The fact that Zack Is now 
announcing himself as speaker at 
a public meeting at which he prom- 
ises to ''expose" alleged controver- 
sies within the W. P., furnishes ad- 
ditional confirmation of the correct- 
ness of the action taken some weeks 
ago by tbe Political Committee 
meeting jointly with the N. Y. Dis- 
trict Committee in expelling him 
from tbe Party — not for his views 
which he was given every opportun- 
ity to set forth in the regular chan- 
nels within tbe Party hut for flag- 
rant and persistent disregard and 
violation of the elements of revolu- 
tionary discipline. 
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Labor Party Confusion 

As the Workers Party predicted from the 
outset, the Communist Party gets into hotter 
water a]l the time with its mas s -class- not- re- 
formist-not revolutionary but class -struggle 
Labor party. 

There is quite a flurry of Labor Party talk 
these days among the Old Guard of the Social- 
ist Party and certain trade union leaders, as 
well as among some sections of the workers. 
Typical of a good deal of this talk was Sidney 
Hilimarrs speech at the Imminent Economic 
and Social Institute of the S. P. Old Guard 
recently. "Labor is now looking to the presi- 
dent for leadership," says Brother Hilhnan. 
But if "the conservatives in both old parties 
will not permit the president to carry through 
the New Deal program" then workers, farmers, 
etc. will bo turning to a new party. 

Fervently Brother Hillman prays that such 
a Party "will not go along the lines of the 
shart'-thc-wealth groups and advocates of over- 
night panaceas." He was "particularly bit- 
ter," the papers report, in his criticism of lib- 
eral and radical critics of the New Deal, Sena- 
tor Borah, Clarence Darrow, "the left wingers, 
radicals and college boys." 

TJiercupon the Daily Worker bursts forth 
in editorial and cartoon. "But what kind of 
a Labor Party, Mr. Waliimim?" We charge 
that "the Old Guard of the S. P. and the top 
bureaucracy of the A. F. of L. are planning a 
Labor Party in name only." What did the 
('. I'., Browder, Stalin and Co. expect to hap- 
pen when thev came forth with their Labor 
Party slogan.' What could happen other than 
what has actually occurred — confusion among 
the workers, a golden opportunity for the bu- 
reaucrats and fakers to practice their mislead- 



ership, to divert the growing discontent among 
the workers into the safe channels of a Labor 
Party? 

Yes, editors and cartoonists of the Daily 
Worker, an "anti-capitalist," not a pro-New 
Deal party is what the workers need. That j 
can only mean in this period, a revolutionary 
Marxian party, not an attempt to lead the 
masses in this country into some replica of the 
British Labor Party or the German Social De- 
mocracy. But the C. P. is no longer a revolu- 
tionary Marxian party. It lacks consequently 
the intelligence and the courage to call the 
workers to rally under the revolutionary ban- 
ner. It joins with Hillman and Waldman and 
others of that ilk in singing the Labor Party 
chorus. Only it protests that it is singing out 
of another book ! 



For a Fighting Auto Union 

The announcement by the American Federa- 
tion of Labor that a convention of Federal au- 
tomobile locals is to be held on August 29 indi- 
cates a triumph for the militants in the indus- 
try and at the same time means that they must 
work more quickly and seriously than ever to 
organize their forces for a decisive battle with 
the reactionary bureaucrats of the A. F. of L. 
The latter would never have consented to a 
convention at this time had not the conduct of 
the progressives during the recent Chevrolet- 
General Motors strike in Toledo and elsewhere, 
and subsequent to the strike, demonstrated that 
the latter meant business and would not toler- 
ate further delay in setting up an internation- 
al. But the bureaucrats will now seek to con- 
trol the convention and through it the new 
organization. 

The progressives must work to send honest 
and militant delegates to the convention and 
to establish at the convention an organization 



auto parts industry ; with no discrimination 
against members or prospective members be- 
cause of religion, nationality, race, color, or 
political affiliation ; relying not on favors from 
the bosses or government boards but on the 
militancy and solidarity of the workers. 

The Workers Party now, as for many 
months past, calls for the most loyal and en- 
thusiastic support of the militant forces in the 
automobile unions seeking to realize this pro- 
gram. 



A Reply to Liberal Critics of Bolshevism 

The Position of the Workers Party on Proletarion Dictatorship 
and Worker's Democracy in Light of Recent Events 



keeping a black Christian buffer 
state to counteract the sentiments 
of the rest of the native Africans 
who are Mohammedans. It was 
just this fact that scotched the am- 
bitions of the Mad Mullah, a num- 
ber of decades ago, who started a 
movement to drive the Christian 
imperialists out of Africa. This un- 
doubtedly the powers, particularly 
that power which has had the most 
experience in imperialist conquest. 
Great Britain, has well understood. 
Mussolini's AHbi 
The so-called cause for the pres- 
ent conflict is the result of a series 
Ethiopia is completely surrounded lot border incidents along Eritrea 
by "neighbors" without an outlet j some mouths ago. Some Italian 
of its own to (he sea and that in ; soldiers were found dead, killed 
its interior lie.s Lake Tsana from , perhaps by Ethiopian soldiers. But 
which rises the headwaters of the I the foots already brought out prove 



Italy Prepares 
Ethiopia Rape 

(Continued from Page 1} 

made up chiefiy of cotton, sugar, 
oil, elc. Recently it lias been dis- 
covered that Ethiopia is probably 
rich in important natural resources 
such as gold, silver, iron, etc. 

But that which has led to conflict 
in the past and which is most likely 
a great contributing factor to the 
present turmoil is fhe fact that 



Blue Nile that water the fertile 
uolt.cn regions of the British con- 
trolled Anglo- Egyptian Sudan. As 
close as is possible to give boundary 
lines without a map, Ethiopia is 
bounded on the North by 
(Italian): on the East by French ( 
and British Kouialland ; on the ! 
Soul h by I la Han Somaliland and 
the west by the Anglo-Egyptian- , 
Sudan. Franco permits the use of ■ 
its railroad which is Ethiopia's only I 
(-oimeciing linl; with the sea, run- 1 
ni!!s; from Adilis Ahuba to ivjihuli, ; 
a French possession, i 

Only the oilier day England was] 
ready to sraiil llailc Selasie an i 
oniln, to i he sea through its Somal- 
iland. in an ell'ort to arbitrate tho 
lfalo-Erhioi'hm dillVronco.s. but . 
Italy bulked. | 

Britain's Slake ! 

England's concern in the matter, 1 
its offer for ;t» out let io the sea 
anil gratuitous grains of land in 
JCtiiiopia proper io Italy— bo; ides its 
^imc oti the Kuropeiin continent— : 
can be ljndcr-aood only if the stra- , 
tegk: import since of imiK'i'iaiisr ; 
hegemony over rbc Lake Tsuna re- . 
ssiou is taken into consideration. As j 
staled bvlore. it is from this region 
thai vi-c- ihe waters which makes, 
of I'.i -jtNh com rolled tfrtilory in 
K;tMei!i Airi.ca so economically val- 
uable a possession. Pacts and 
nKvcemi'iils have been in existence 
for di'tailcs and only recenlly it has 
been reaffirmed that no dams be 
constructed in the Lake region 
which might impair the How ot 
waler to if neighboring t err i wry. 
The gobbling up of Ethiopia by any. 
of the imperialist powers involved 
would give it a strategic importance 
in the entire of eastern Africa. 

The question might well be 
asked: how is it thai, granting its 
strategic importance, no power has 
seen tit to conquer this territory? 
First, it can be answered, it Is not 
so easily conquerable. Or rather 
it wasn't. Probably with ultra- 
modern instruments of warfare, 
Ethiopia could be licked. It must 
be remembered that Italy has al- 
ready suffered a shameful defeat at 
the hands of these backward tribes- 
men at the close of the century. 

And secondly, and probably most 
important of all. is the need of 



that these Italian soldiers were 
killed sixty miles within the Ethi- 
opian boundaries, which if one were 
to go in for this aggression and 
aggressed business, would certainly 
Eritrea j prove Italy the aggressor. 

| Italy used this incident, however, 
■ a.s the nub around which to start 
long desired operations. Anyhow, 
, II Duct* argued, Abyssinia needs 
civilizing. Italy needs room for its 
1 people Io expand, a modern power 
| needs colonies and the Italian peo- 
; pit; i.eed to satisfy a long standing 
i insult io national pride. All of 
| which mean." Italy wanls Ethiopia. 
i Uul Italy cannot go it alone. At 
h'iisi tor any length of time. Britain 
and France arc direcliy involved. 
From a lillle distance so are Japan 
| .-mil (ierni.-iuy. so fur France is 
Ipivlty well lined tip with Italy and 
bus been driven even still closer as 
Mic result of rlie Anglo-German 
niivii! treaty which France consid- ' 
cred an affront. England's efforts : 
al ni'biiration have so far proved; 
futile. Thi' Lci'-itie of Nations to 1 
which Ei!ijii|i?;i has been constantly I 
appealing has merely put the mat- | 
lor oil, arguing benignly, that siiice j 
war on a real ,-cale ciinnot start j 



By A. J. MUSTE 

Doubt and discredit are being 
thrown upon the entire Marxist- 
Leninist philosophy and upon the 
revolutionary movement of the 
working class by tie policies of the 
present Stalin-dominated regime in 
the Soviet Union. When in connec- 
tion with the signing of a pact be- 
tween the S. TJ. and the imperialist 
French government, it is officially 
stated that "M. Stalin understands 
and fully approves tie national de- 
fense policy of France in keeping 
her armed forces at the level re- 
quired for security" and when Mau- 
rice Thorez, leader of the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party 
of France flatly declares: "Now I 
answer a question that has been 
put to me : In case of such a war 
launched by Hitler against the U.S. 
S.R., would you apply your slogan : 
'transformation of the imperialist 
war into the civil war?' (against 
French imperialism, that is). Well, 
no! because in such a war it is not 
an imperialist 'war that is involved, 
a war between two Imperialist 
gangs, it is a war against the Soviet 
Union" — then the enemies of the 
working class utter the taunt : 
"There goes your boast that the 
Workers' State brings a new force 
into diplomacy, into relations be- 
tween states, your claim that the 
working class revolution will put 
an end to imperialist wars." 

Liberals of all shades who had 
oome to have a measure of sympa- 
based on democratic control by the member- tby for the revolutionary movement 
sliip, not bossed bv Green, Dillon, Collins and as perhaps the one practical instru- 

Co.; an industrial union with jurisdiction over meut tor (Ilp «*HMtton <* |^ir 

,, , . i - ii t „ v'i „j ideals are alienated; many of them 

all workers employed in the automobile and gQ back tQ fnim (n phautom8 1|to 

humanitarianism and religion to 
usher in the reign of peace. Reac- 
tionary and conservative trade un- 
ionists and Social Democrats who 
were on the defensive when the 
Soviet regime and the Communist 
International were making a clear- 
cut revolutionary attack on capital- 
ism, imperialism and war, take 
fresh courage and obtain a fresh 
opportunity to confuse the workers 
and to strengthen their hold upon 
them. Into the hearts of many of 
the advanced workers strikes an 
icy blast of disillusionment and 
cynicism. 

Stalin Sows Illusions 

That social patriotism fastening 
itself upon the Second International 
should betray the workers and lead 
them to a ghastly slaughter, before 
they realized what was happening, 
that is understand a bio. From such 
an experience the working class can 
profit and therefore recover. But if 
now the International of Lenin suc- 
cumbs to social-patriotism, calls 
upon the worker under whatever 
specious pica to defend the (imper- 
ialist) "fatherland," doubt may well 
arise as to whetler there is any 
way to save the revolutionary move- 
ment from corruption and defeat. 
''If the salt has lost its savor, 
wherewith shall it be salted?" 

The revolutionary international- 
ists of the Workers Party in the 
United States and the parties and 
groups in other countries which 
have likewise raised the banner of 
the Fourth International, have the 
answer to this problem; and they 
alone in the working class move- 
It is 
not, however, with this phase of 
the degeneration of the Soviet re- 
gime and the Third International 
that we are primarily concerned 
here ; but rather with a problem 
closely related to it. 

The present regime in the Soviet 
1'nion is employing repression and 
terrorism on a large scale and of a 



off by Mr. Williams, assistant sec- 
retary of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored 
People. The telegram reads as fol- 
lows: 

"Why has Soviet Russia, though 
jou as Foreign Minister and 
President League Council, re- 
mained silent Italian-Ethiopian 
situation? Has Russia abandoned 
Its alleged opposition to imperial- 
ism and its much publicized de- 
fense of weaker peoples? Does 
your anti-imperialism stop at 
black nations? Await your re- 
pay." 

A war against Ethiopia by Italy 
will not be a purely African affair, 
or an Italo-Bthioplan affair. Even 
if it starts thus, it will not end so. 
Too many imperialist powers have 
their fingers in fhe pudding. The 
liberal jittering that Mussolini, as 
usual, is only blustering are false 
and disarming. It may well prove 
to be a rest of how secure is the 
inner regime of a modern imperial- 



men and women, old and young, did 



against the .Soviet Union. While 
occupied in writing [his, a late eve- 
ning paper brings the news that 
serious skirmishes are already tak- 
ing place on the Ethiopian front 
with ''heavy casualties" reported. 
The nest world war looms large on 
(lie horizon. More than ever must 
the working ilass be prepared. 
Jlore than ever most we reaffirm 



iinlil jifier the rainy season (fall), i the revolutionary .slogans: "Turn 
it wiiukl table the moiler till then. I he imperialist war into civil war, 

Meanwhile Italy has shipped | "The enemy is in our own eoun- 
lliousands of troops and ions of [ try.' 

supplies I" Africa. In the past few 

mom lis li :i liit » troops have been | 
laying roads in Erilroa and Italian! 
Somaliland in preparation for war. [ 
France, slandin™ by Italy, has ! 
barred ammunition from reaehin 
Addis Ababa, which as we have | 



shown above she could well do. 
Xo Help from Litvinoff 
In this connection it might have 
been expected that one voice in the 
League of Nations would have 
spoken up in behalf of the impov- 
erished little nation in colonial Af- 
rica — the voice of Maxim Litvinoff 
who represents the Soviet Union In 
the League. But not a peep out of 
him, except to so profusely 



slavishly congratulate Sir Anthony 
Eden for his wise decision to post- 
pone the matter until "after the 



Anthony blush. In this connection, 
too, ihe world is still awaiting the 
answer to the telegram sent Litvin- 



ist power since the abject collapse 

of the Third International. France's : mt ' n£ todav have an answer, 
backing of Italy, in light of the 
Franco-Soviet pact, will compromise 
fhe Soviet Union in the eyes of the 
world proletariat unless a resound- 
ing call — which is highly improb- 
able — be issued to the world work- 
ing class to demand hands off Ethi- 
opia. 

England has been drawn closer 
and closer to Germany in recent 
days. Hitler's "drang nach osten" 
may soon take on fearful reality. 

Japan is consciously contriving one' ... ... „ , 

, ■ . .i. not hke it and they walked out on 

act oi provocation after another , ., „.„ . ,„, , . 

i.„.!,- ; strike 100 percent. They placed a 

picket line in front of the plant and 

the rest of the strikers camped on 

the street nearby. The plant is tied 

up tight as a drum. 

The need for a trade union which 
previously had been agitated for by 
some was now apparent to all. The 
strikers sent a committee to see 
ffni, Collins, eastern representative 
of the A. F. of L. Collins gave them 
bis good wishes ;utd referred them 
to the Industrial Relations Board. 
The Hoard sent a representative 
who appealed to the non-existent 
heart of the boss. 

The workers committee called up 
the Central Council of Federal La- 
bor Unions. That was ID cents lost 
in phone calls, though Mr. Ravitcb, 
secretary of the Council, was mijdly 
interested. 

The strikers, still determined, 
sent a delegation to the Bronx 
where the Kay family lias another 
factory. Here a representative of 
the International Upholsterers Un- 
ion was iotind. The striking work- 
ers at both plants are signing up 
with this union. 

Tiie spirit of the strikers is ex- 
cellent. New to labor unions, they 
were able to get themselves organ- 
ized, established a picket line, elect- 
ed picket captains, arranged a reg- 
ular hourly relief of pickets, etc. 

One worker was arrested in con- 
nection with an injury received by 
a scab truck driver. His release 
was immediately secured by a strik- 



those who are the enemies of tne 
\ orkers' State or those who can 
with some measure of plausibility 
be regarded as such, hut also 
against revolutionists who are po- 
litical opponents of Stalin and his 
henchmen. It is not necessary here 
to produce detailed evidence of the 
fact. The Soviet press itself car- 
ies daily reports of severe measures 
taken against old Bolsheviks, in- 
cluding recently those who have 
never had any connection with the 
Trotskylst opposition, for example, 
as well as against relatives of the 
men who have never participated 
in any political activity at all, as 
witness the case of Trotsky's son, 
a chemist who was permitted to go 
on with his work for many years 
after his father's exile, to which 
Nathalie Trotsky has recently 
called public attention. 

When organizations such as ours 
protest against such repressive acts, 
we are met, and with increasing 
frequency in recent months, with 
the argument that protests from us 
come with poor grace and can hard- 
ly expect to get serious attention. 
We are told that we also believe In 
the proletarian dictatorship, that 
we justified acts of terrorism in the 
period when Lenin and Trotsky 
were the dominant figures in the 
Soviet Union, that in our opinion 
the workers, when fhey take power 
in the United States, should take 
whatever measures may be neces- 
sary against those who would de- 
sire to reestablish capitalism, and 
so on. The acts against which we 
protest are bound to occur under 
"dictatorships," we arc told, regard- 
less of "the kind of dictatorship", 
which may exist. Only "democra- 
cy" such as we have in the United 
States provides any insurance 
against them. 

liberals Find a Moral 

Thus the most liberal daily in 
New York, the N. T. Post, in its 
editorial columns of June 1>4, 1035, 
reasons: "The 'appeal of Mrs. Nath- 
alie Trotsky in Saturday's Post is 
recommended to the attention of 
parlor pinks and Communist 'sym- 
pathizers'. It illustrates the evil 
effects sure to flow from dictator- 
ship, no matter what its alibi — whe- 
ther on fhe pica of 'halting Com- 
munism' as in Germany or fhe plea 
of 'establishing Socialism' as in 
Soviet Russia. . . . Communism and 
Fascism are new labels, but the 
founders of this country knew them 
under other forms. It was to break 
the power of a Tory King and to 
prevent the recurrence of similar 
despotism in this country that the 
founders of this country set up the 
safeguards of the American Consti- 
tution, the world's oldest and still 
the world's best, . . . Communists 
oppose the Hitler dictatorship but 
they condone the Soviet dictator- 
ship. Trotsky opposes the dictator- 
ship of Stalin but be would like to 
substitute for it the dictatorship of 
Trotsky. The case of Trotsky's son 
demonstrates vrfcrt happens ui.der 
any kind of a dictatorship — wheth- 
er Left or Right. ... the use of 
suppression necessitates ever more 
suppression until rising resentment, 
deprived of peaceful vent, over- 
throws the regime. That applies to 
Russia under Communism as it ap- 
plies to Germany, Austria and Italy 
under Fascism. Democracy will yet 
survive them ali." 

In one of the closing chapters of 
"Russia's Iron Age," the much dis- 
cussed book by the brilliant foreign 
correspondent, William Henry 
Cbamberiin, long regarded as one 
of the most devoted and effective 
journalistic "Iriends of the Soviet 



brutal character, not only against Union," there Is a very moving pre- 



sentation of the same point of view I 
"One among many points of faith 
common to apologists of Commun- 
ism and of Fascism is an overween- 
ing contempt for civil liberties, 
which are represented as unneces- 
sary and inconvenient barnacles on 
the ship of progress. The longer I 
have lived in the Soviet Union, 
where civil liberties — freedom of 
speech, press, assembly, and elec- 
tion— are most conspicuously lack- 
ing, the more I have become con- 
vinced that they are of vital and 
tremendous importance, and that 
their existence or absence is as good 
a test as any of the quality of a 
nation's civilization. The Commu- 
nist (or the Fascist; their trend of 
thought in this question is striking- 
ly similar) talks of civil liberties 
as of the outworn fetish of a hand- 
ful of disgruntled intellectuals who 
are unable to rise to the necessary 
vision of the high and noble char- 
acter and purpose of the Communist 
(or Fascist) state. But my own 
observation in Russia has led me 
to believe that a great deal more 
is at stake then the freedom of 
thought of the educated classes, al- 
though it seems rather obvious that 
culture beeomes impoverished when 
the historian must alter his record 
of the past, the author must give 
a prescribed coloring to his charac- 
ters, and free research in any field 
can be cut off by the will of an all- 
powerful state. 

In the Ukraine 

"It was during my trip through 
the famine regions of Ukraine and 
the North Caucasus that I became 
utterly and definitely convinced 
that democracy, wito all its faults, 
weaknesses and imperfections, is 
enormously superior to dictatorship 
as a method of government, simply 
from the standpoint of the common 
man. Is there any recorded case 
in history where famine — not pover- 
ty or hardship or destitution, but 
stark famine, with a toll of millions 
of lives — has occurred in a demo- 
cratically governed country? Is it 
conceivable that the famine of 
1S32-33 could have taken place if 
civil liberties had prevailed in the 
Soviet Union, if newspapers had 
been free to report the facts, if 
speakers could have appealed for 
relief, if the government in power 
had been obliged to submit its pol- 
icy of letting vast numbers of the 
peasants starve to death to the 
verdict of a free election? The 
countless graves of the humble and 
obscure famine victims, the peas- 
ants of Ukraina and the North 
Caucasus, of the Volga and Central 
Asia, are to me the final grim, un- 
answerable refutation of the spec- 
ious Communist contention that 
freedom of speech and press and 
political agitation is only humbug 
by which the bourgeoisie tries to 
delude the masses." 

For good measure, and in order 
to emphasize the frequency with 
which the same tune is heard in 
these days, we may quote from the 
leading article in the June issue of 
Harper's Magazine by Job an J. 
Smertenko : "John Howard Lawson 
finds Alabama in the grip of a 
fascist 'terror' because he and a 
lawyer of the International Labor 
Defense were placed momentarily 
under 'illegal arrest' and six Com- 
munists, also freed after trial, 'are 
in daily and hourly danger of 
whipping, torture, and possible 
death.' But he Is unmoved by the 
thousands, slaving in the timber 
camps of the Arctic region because 
they will not forswear their reli- 
gion, who pray for death as a re- 
lease from their torture. 



"Elmer Rice and Paul Sifton cry 
out dramatically against the soul- 
less industrial system of America 
and glory in the industrialization 
of the mujik. The bread-lines of 
disorganized capitalism stir Edmund 
Wilson to eloquent rage, but the 
bread lines ot bureaucratic commu- 
nism are accepted as a necessary 
expedient in technological develop- 
ment. The peripatetic John Stra- 
chey deplores from some thirty ly- 
ceums and a half-dozen periodicals 
that 'freedom of speech is abased 
by capitalists in this country,' 
whereas in Russia it is merely 'in- 
complete,' since the inviolate cen- 
sorship and ruthless suppression 
are exercised only against 'the rem- 
nant of capitalists who wish to see 
the return of their system." (Among 
the capitalists are the dead or ex- 
iled authors: Andreyev, Artzibash- 
ev. Bun in, Korolenko, Kuprln, 
Merejkowski, Tolstoy, and, of 
course, Trotsky.) 

"Thus too Walter Duranty, whose 
complacent dispatches in the Times 
contrasted the Nazi blood-purge 
with Lenin's treatment of the 'op- 
position,' has been eloquently silent 
about the oubliette imprisonment 
and summary executions of the 
Trot sky- Zino viev-Kamene v f a c tion. 
And Waldo Frank, whose burning 
protests against Kentucky violence 
almost scorched the pages of the 
liberal weeklies, does indeed 'speak 
in a monstrous little voice' of ibese 
official murders: 'I realize that the 
peoples of Russia have their own 
background and that it is Utopian 
to expect them, because of their 
heroic prosecution of a great social 
cause, to behave in every instance 
according to our own rules and 
ideals. . .. In so far as It (Russia) 
appears, even to contradict justice 
at home, it is harming the canse 
of justice abroad. From the stand- 
point of this high strategy, if from 
no other, I deplore the recent exe- 
cutions." 

Answer of Workers Party 

Whether or rot they are person- 
ally disturbed by such questions, 
revolutionists in the U. S. will have 
to meet them. If the reactionaries 
and liberals between them, making 
use oi Stalinist policies and actions, 
can make the American workers be- 
lieve that, as over against capital- 
ism, Communism means repression, 
regimentation, less freedom, person- 
al dictatorship, etc., a formidable 
barrier against revolutionary pro- 
gress will have been erected. We 
of the Workers Party have to de- 
fend fhe assertions of our Declara- 
tion of Principles: that the policies 
of "socialization of the means of 
production and exchange" which 
the Workers' State will pursue "in- 
jures only the small handful of fin- 
anciers, landlords and industrialists 
whose private control of the re- 
sources of the country is the source 
of hunger, unemployment and inse- 
curity for the great bulk of the 
people," that every willing worker 
can be assured of "a well-paid job," 
security against unemployment, and 
insurance against industrial risks, 
old age, and sickness;" that there 
"will be no need for the Workers' 
State to impose arbitrary and re- 
pressive measures upon small indi- 
vidual proprietors and farmers ;" 
that the Workers' State while func- 
twning us a dictatorship of the 
working class against its enemies 
will assure and continually extend 
"far more genuine and substantial 
democratic rights to the masses 
than ever accorded .to them under 
capitalism." 

(Continued in next issue) 
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Spring Makers 
Strike in N.Y. 



ers' delegation. 

The plants manufacture springs 
and spring mattresses. Wages are 
mi-erably low and ihe workers are 
determined to go back on a 40-hour 
week with previous rates of pay 
and a union to back them up. 



Employee- of the Kay Mfg. Co. 
of 22 Warren Street, Brooklyn are 
on strike. The company did not 
think profits large enough so it in- 
creased hours from 40 to 44. With 
the increase of hours workers paid 
by the week received no increase 
in pay and to show the "fairness" 
of the eom]Ktny rates for piece 
and I workers were reduced 10 percent. 



In other words all workers were 
supposed to work an extra four 
hours a week for the glory of god, 



rainy season" as even to make Sir i the good of their health, and the 



bosses' profits. 

Only one thing was wrong with 
this projiosition — the 350 workers, 



Bone to Youth 
Blow to Labor 

(Continued from Page 1) 
to ''benefit" from this new scheme. 
According to Labor Department 
sliilislics, there are, however, 3,000,- 
tlOO unemployed youth, which esti- 
mate is "considered conservative" 
by the Xew York Times. Using this 
figure, wiiich actually must fall 
several million short of reality, 
2.. ">i 1 0.0 TO youth are automatically 
obliged to shift for themselves. 

'Wlore than one third of the high- 
schooi and college graduates be- 
tween the ages of IS and 29 were 
unemployed in July, 1934," says the 
Labor Department. How many have 
hecome unemployed since? How 
many non-graduates are unemploy- 
ed? A canvass conducted by the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics in the 
spring of 1934 ''found that out of 
every 100 employable persons be- 
tween the ages of 36 and 24, 34 were 



posed to "do something for the na- 
tion's unemployed youth" is some- 
what answered in Senate Resolution 
No. 07, January 30, 1035: 

"One of the most tragie results 
of the Repression is the effect it 
has upon the lives of joung men 
and women emerging from our 
educational institutions. There 
are several million young people 
between the ages of 18 and 30 
who have graduated from our 
schools and colleges and entered 
into a work-world where no op- 
portunities nave been open to 
them to obtain a start in business 
or to commence the practice of 
tlieir profession. This large group 
may become demoralized and dis- 
heartened and thus constitute a 
dangerous addition to the discon- 
tented and radical -minded ele- 
ments and also offer a challenge 
to the sjsfem which permits the 
minds and ingenuities of its youth 
to be wasted." 
The National Youth Administra- 
tion was therefor created to stem 
this rising discontent against a 
'"system which permits the minds 
and ingenuities of its youth to be 
wasted." The National Xouth Ad- 
. ministration was therefor assigned 
the task of regimenting the youth 
into channels of patriotic devotion. 
Moreover, election time and maybe 
: war is coming. That then is the 
yield Roosevelt expects. Unfortuu- 



unemployed, as cornered with an 

average of 21 for all age groups." ately for the system and those who 

(Labor Information Bulletin, May, starve because of it the sop is hard- 

1935.) ly enough to assuage the needs or 

Why Roosevelt should have pro- discontent of the youth. 



A Blow at Labor 

The millions of youth, the few 
who have been offered a starvation 
pittance and the many more who 
have been completely ignored, have 
been presented a challenge that can 
only be met with further "dangerous 
addition to Ihe discontented and 
radieal-mitiiled elements." Their 
problem is more than a youth strug- 
gle. . The essence of the Roosevelt 
plan strikes a blow at the wages 
and jobs of all workers. It aims 
to reduce the American working 
class to a lower standard of living, 
aud further penury. It must there- 
lore be met, not as a youih affair, 
but as the concern of the whole la- 
boring mass. 

With the support of the adult 
workers behind (hem, the youth of 
the United States must demand, in 
united ranks : trade union wage- 
scales; regular jobs with a five-day 
week and six hour day; adequate 
provision for support while attend- 
ing academic and training schools; 
settlement houses in the cities for 
homeless youth under civil and 
youth supervision ; unemployment 
insurance ; the Tight to vote at the 
age of eighteen. The next step is 
to destroy that system which 
wastes "the minds aud ingenuities 
of its youth," to join the "radical- 
minded elements — the Spartacus 
Youth League. 
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Call for Revolutionary 
Mass Action in trance 

Fourth Internationalists Alone Follow Liebknecht 
Slogan in Rhineland Crisis 

With the courage that immortalized the name of Liebknecht, the' 
Fourth Internationalists of France— the* Bolshevik-Leninist Group 
and Revolutionary Socialist Youth— hofcted the banner of revolution- 
ary action while Stalinist and social democratic leaders climbed on the 
patriotic band-wagon when Hitler occupied the Rhlnelaad. Their 
appeal te the workers, peasants and soldiers of France is reproduced 
in full below: 



Hitler Germany's repudiation of 
the Locarno and Versailles treaties 
which "demilitarized" the left bank 
of the Rhine brings the world to 
the brink of war once more. 

Once more capitalism under <he 
guise of fascism or the cloak of 
"democracy" blindfolds the masses 
of the different countries for a new 
slaughter. 

Hitler and the Nazis have smash- 
ed the German working class par- 
ties with terror and corruption. 
Now the Brownshirt leader of the 
international counter revolution Im- 
poses new and more crushing bur- 
dens upon the German working 
class and blindfolds it for coming 
destruction and death on the plains 
of Eastern Europe or on the Rhine. 

The French bourgeoisie, the 
Schneiders, the de Wendels, the 
Herriots, the la Rocques, the Lavals 
and the Sarrauts are redoubling 
their efforts to blindfold the French 
proletariat for the new holocaust 

Bribing and promising, the French 
bourgeosle once more preaches 
Sacred Union of the exploiters and 
the exploited, of the oppressors and 
the oppressed. The leaders of the 
French working class parties of the 
Second and Third Internationals, 
prostituted to the pseudo-democracy 
of the Bourse and the capitalist 
press, rally to Sarraut as they ral- 
lied to Laval on I>ec. 6th, 193"). 

Thus the monstrous pact of 1914 
between the men who pretend to 
speak in the name of the workers 
and the governing capitalist and 
militarist oppressors of the workers 
is consummated once more. 
• » • 

We, Bolshevik-Leninists and Re- 
volutionary Socialist Youth, soldiers 
of the growing Fourth Internation- 
al, we on the contrary speak from 
the heart of the exploited masses. 
In their name we reply to the cap- 
italist govenmenrs, to Sarraut and 
his agents: off with the masks! 
The proletariat will take no part 
hi preparing your war, unleashed 
in the name of rapacious capitalism 
■which oppresses hundreds of mil- 
lions throughout the entire world. 

Today as in 1914. the hired press 
"pretends that "democracy" is legit- 
imately defending itself against 



"barbarism". With this criminal 
lie the opportunist parties would 
make the French soldiers once more 
the docile slaves of the General 
Staff, of Creusot and the Bank of 
France. History repeats itself not 
as a farce, but as a gruesome tra- 
gedy. The Jouhauis, the Blums and 
Caehins of yesterday repeat their 
roles. Thorez, Duolos, Dorlot and 
others lend them new and energetic 
support. 

Against the Kaiser, in 1914, these 
same men preached defense of "re- 
publican traditions.'' of "liberty," 
of "democracy." And for the de- 
fense of liberty they led us under 
an all-powerful militarist dictator- 
ship to frightful suffering and the 
slaughter of a million and a half of 
our men and of ten million through- 
out the world. 

Today as yesterday we must un- 
mask this shameless lie, a hundred 
times more cynical in 1936 than in 
1914. 

Italian and German fascism pre- 
pare and launch the war; bnt so 
does the French Republic, the Eng- 
lish Monarchy, the American De- 
mocracy, so do the Balkan tyrant 
lackeys .of French and English cap- 
ital. 

It is not the form of government 
that is responsible for war. It is 
imperialist capitalism, the inhuman 
exploitation of man by man, that 
breeds war as "clouds breed the 
storm." Capitalism rales not only 
in Hitler's Germany but also in 
Sarraut's France. 

The Lie of the Defense of 
Democracy 

In every country of the world 
armament grows incessantly. In the 
United States billions have just 
been appropriated for an immense 
armament increase. In Great Bri- 
tain too a gigantic plan has just 
been fomulated for the investment 
of billions in airplanes, cannon and 
battleships. In Japan the army 
and navy can no longer restrain 
their impatient lust to conquer Asia. 
Italy continues to put the Ethiopian 
people to fire and sword. In Po- 
land. Czechoslovakia, the Balkans, 
Belgium, Holland, Switzerland, ev- 
(Continued on Page 2) 
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Strike Sweeps Pa. Projects 

~ . . . . lr- ~^r 



Spanish Masses 
Demand Results 

Unemployed and Land Workers Begin to Take 
Matters into Own Hands; Azana Dismayed 

By ALFREDO ROMS 

The Spanish proletariat has shoved its fist through the electoral 
agreement under which the republican bourgeoisie was elected and is 
governing. 

Four weeks of demonstrations for unemployment relief, culminating 
in a huge march on Senile, forced the Azana government to throw into 
the discard its pompous declaration against unemployment relief. 
This declaration was point V of 



Picket N.Y. 

W.P.A. 



For the past few weeks the W. 
P. A. administration in New York, 
with Victor Ridder at its head had 
initiated a campaign to fire forty 
thousand W.P.A. workers in the lo- 
cal vicinity. Already the axe has 
fallen on some thousands and will 
continue to fall each week until 
June 15, when the estimated "econ- 
omy program" of the Administra- 
tion will be completed. 

Faced with the prospect of "seas- 
onal pickup" in the Spring and 
Summer, the Administration has 
sent out releases to the effect that 
the workers they are "releasing" 
will have no difficulty in finding 
work at their normal trades. The 
absurdity of this statement is ob- 
vious. 

Daily picket lines are being main- 
tained before the Port Authority 
Building. Workers picketing have 
been slugged by armed guards. 
Daily arrests have been made. The 
police in several instances have 
taken up their patrol wagons on 
the huge freight elevators and ar- 
rested the representatives of the 
City Projects Council and the 
Workers Alliance. An order for the 
use of tear gas against pickets and 
demonstrators was reported though 
Mr. Ridder testily denied that he 
had issued any such order. 

It is obvious that on the projects 
that are well organized, the order 
■to pare off ten or twenty percent 
will not go through. On Project 
1621 over thirty enumerators were 
fired. At this writing it is report- 
ed that they are to he reinstated in 
a week without the loss of pay. 

On April 4 a huge demonstration 
is planned at the office of the W.P. 
A. All unemployed ' workers, all 
W.P.A. workers, white collar and 
laborers should attend. 

Do not let the "economy pro- 
gram" go through, it is economy at 
the expense of the workers! Be 
there on April 4th. 



Unions Aid 
Sac to Victim 



Broad sections of the trade un- 
ion movement are lining up behind 
the National Sacramento Appeal 
Committee in its effort to win a 
minimum term for the eight Sac- 
ramento "criminal syndicalism" 
prisoners. 

The State Board of Prison Terms 
will meet soon to fix definite terms 
for Norman Mini and his seven 
fellow prisoners, who are under 
indeterminate sentence of one to 
fourteen years. The minimum term 
of one year will end April 1. 

Six international unions, either 
by adopting formal resolutions, or 
through the action of general offi- 
cers in signing a petition, are sup- 
porting the drive initiated by the 
Sacramento Appeal Committee. 
They are the Amalgamated Cloth- 
ing Workers, the International La- 
dies' Garment Workers' Union, the 
Amalgamated Lit hogrpp hers, the 
United Textile Workers, the Inter- 
national Jewelry Workers, the 
United Wall Paper Crafts. 

Among individual signers of the 
petition are Sidney Hillman, Jo- 
seph Schlossbei'g and August Bel- 
lanea, officers of the Clothing 
Workers, and David Dubinsky, 
Luigi Antonini and Julius Hoch- 
man, officers of the Ladies Garment 
Workers' Union. 

Other signers are Paul Rlanshard 
Commissioner of Accounts of New 
York City ; Lewis Mumford. mem- 
ber of the Board of Higher Educa- 
tion : Alfred Bingham and Seldon 
Rodman, editors of Common Sense ; 
Adolph Held, President of the Am- 
algamated Bank; Louis Waldman, 
Attorney; Rose Schneiderman, Wo- 
men's Trade Union League; A. J. 
Kennedy, president of the Litho- 
graphers ; Samuel Beardsley, secre- 
tary of the Jewelry Workers and 
James Starr, secretary of the Tex- 
tile Workers. 

Other local and state A. F. of L. 
bodies have also lined up with the 
defense. 



the electoral agreement with the 
workers' parties, In the following 
terms: 

"The liepublieans do not ac- 
cept the subsidy to umem ploy- 
men solicited by the workers' 
delegation. They believe that the 
measures of agrarian policy and 
those to be carried out in indus- 
try, public works and, in sum, 
the whole plan of national re- 
construction, will fuflll not only 
its own ends but also the essen- 
tial task of absorbing unemploy- 
ment." 

Unemployed Forcing Action 

No systematic agitation against 
this position was carried on by the 
Socialist and Communist press ei- 
ther before or after the elections. 
But spontaneously the demonstra- 
tions which celebrated the elector- 
al victory found the masses raising 
unemployment relief as one of their 
chief demands. With a million un- 
employed in a comparatively small 
population, relief to the unem- 
ployed became a burning issue, 
which broke the bonds of the 
agreement and of the passivity of 
the proletarian leaders. 

Finally, on March 23, the whole 
countryside converged on Seville 
and marched on the office of the 
civil governor, who was forced to 
promise that the government would 
alleviate the situation. The gov- 
ernor also ordered the owners of 
a closed pottery factory to re-open 
and pay wages. 

Shortly afterward, the cabinet 
announced it would ask the Cortes 
to create a special fund out of 
which to pay emergency unemploy- 
ment relief. 

Struggle Sharpens in 8.P. 

The speed with which the mass- 
es drove the government to take 
action on this basic question Is 
evidenced by the fact that it caught 
the right-wing Socialists complete- 
ly unawares. Only two days he- 
fore, the Socialist organization of 
Gallarta in Viscaya Province, 
stronghold of the "moderate," In- 
dalecio Prieto, passed a resolution 
for "old-age assistance" but passed 
by in silence the question of unem- 
ployment relief. 

The movement of the masses is 
reflected in the sharpening of the 
struggle inside the Socialist party. 
The Gallarta organization passed 
a resolution denouncing the left- 
Socialist groups of Madrid on the 
pretext of violations of party dis- 
cipline. They also voted to recom- 
mend that the national convention 
approve organic unity between the 
Socialist Party and the Stalinists, 
a,nd to authorize the Socialists to- 
gether with the Stalinists to enter 
a bourgeois coalition cabinet. 

The left-Socialists of Madrid 
have refused to accept the right- 



wing National Committee's deci- 
sion to hold the convention In As- 
turias, and axe demanding its 
transfer to a more central location. 
Their leader, Largo Caballero, has 
declared his organization will boy- 
cott the convention unless it is 
moved to Madrid. 

Two Fascists convicted of firing 
shots at the home of Caballero re- 
ceived light prison sentences of 
two months each. 

Bourgeois Parties Consolidating 

Signs are multiplying of a rap- 
proachement between the various 
bourgeois parties. The Catholic and 
right-wing press carries numerous 
declarations of the reactionary 
leaders, announcing they will un- 
conditionally support the Azana, 
government in all steps it will un- 
dertake to maintain public order 
As a necessary step in coiainij to 
an agreement with Asana, the Ceda 
Cathclic party has announced that 
it will eliminate from its ranks all 
monarchists and upon the opening 
of the Cortes will formally pledge 
itself to the republican form of 
(Continued on Page 3) 
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Police Aid 
Hearst in 
Guild Strike 

Milwaukee Workers Hold 

Firm Against Arrests 

and Slugging* 

MILWAUKEE. Wis., Mar. 23.— 
Quildsmen and their sympathizers 
in the strike agaii>st the IP!ii r Kt- 
owne Wisconsin News were de- 
fendants in three courts as the 
strike entered its sixth week .Mon- 
day with the picket lines unbroken 
and augmented in front of the 
News building. 

Three guildsmen and four ryu>- 
pathizers, who were arrested Sat- 
urday diirmi the mass demonstra- 
tion in wi)>h 1,500 persons fo'-it 
part, were in the district cour' on 
various misdemeanor charges. 
Foremost among the defendants 
was Heywood Broun, president --f 
the American Newspaper guild, 
charged with resisting an officer. 

Others were Hymie Polinsky, 
striking photographer and picket 
captain; Alfred Lauterbach, strik- 
ing editorial room employee; Ray- 
mond Diseh. Abe Ilolzman, Mar- 
tha Hart and Mike Porter, strike 
sympathizer. 

Broun ws^s arrested after he 
(Continued on Page 2) 



Marcantonio Takes An- 
other Leap on His 
Flying Trapeze 



The local Stalinists in their 
frantic efforts to find an American 
editon of a French Daladier, a 
Czeeh Benes or a Spanish Aaana 
upon whom to hang the mantle of 
People's Front leadership, finally 
found it in the person of one Vito 
Marcantonio. 

■Who is Vito? Vito is everything. 
A Republican congressman, a sooth- 
sayer for Italian fascism, a Stalin- 
ist stooge, a one hundred and some 
odd percent American, a silver- 
tongued demagogue and a shrewd 
vote-catcher, in other words, the 
best possible representative <of 
Stalinism ) to lead a local all-in- 
clusive, all-class, petty bourgeois 
and not-so-petty bourgeois ; intel- 
lectual and ililitepafe ; "incipient 
fascist" and anti-fascist farmer and 
labor party. 

Wherever local Stalinism rears 
its head in the mass organipations 
there Marcantonio rides the crest 
of the waves. There Marcantonio 
is chief spokesman. There Marcan- 
tonio leads . . . whether it be in 
the singing of the Star Spangled 
Banner or in calling for the above 
mentioned farmer and labor party. 

Marcantonio hails formation of 
farmer-labor party, screeches the 
Daily Worker and immediately the 
ex -"gin -soaked social fascist" and 
now comrade and class-brother 
Heywood Broun rises to nominate 
Vito as candidate for mayor on the 
ftrmer-labor ticket. 

Marcantonio hails ... the king 
of Italy. Marcantonio aids . . . the 
Italian (fascist) red-cross. Marcan- 
tonio toasts . . . the regime in Italy, 
reports au Italian fascist paper. 

Marcantonio defends the rights 
of the "peepul" in congress, hic- 
coughs the New Masses. 

Marcantonio urges support of 
people's candidates in fight for 
farmer labor party, gurgles the 
Daily Worker. 

Marcantonio urges support of 
arch red-baiter. Hamilton Fish Jr. 
as a delegate to the Republican na- 
tional convention, reports the New 
York Times. 

Marcantonio gives Ham Fish 
clean bill of health for his past 
anti-labor activities by declaring : 
"He (Fish) has served in congress 
for sixteen years and has stood for 
social and industrial justice and a 
square deal for labor and small 
business interests." Nothing Tess '. 

Marcantonio is the white-haired 
hoy of People's Front and Farmer- 
labor Stalinism. 

Marcantonio is for Stalin in Rus- 
sia — for Mussolini in Italy and for 
.William Edgar Borah in the Unit- 
ed States. 
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Easy Terms for Socialists 
Victory for Austrian Labor 



The trial of the thirty Austrian 
social democrats in Vienna lavt week 
c:i.*m> to a surprising conclusion. 
Eighteen of the defendants were 
acquitted and twelve received six 
to twenty month sentences. 

This must be considered a victory 
for the Austrian working class — for 
the judge was reported to be nn- 
n-fuftlir harsh on political prisoners 
and at least two of the defendants 
were liable to death. 

The prisoners have not yet been 
freed, and they can be sent back to 
concentration camps by the police 
under the present Austrian law. 

The whole proceeding was a 
tribute to the fighting strength of 
the Austrian workers, who instilled 
a healthy respect in the Austrian 
capitalists on February 1934. Com- 
pare the conditions of this trial 
with the conditions in Nazi Ger- 
many, where the working class 
went down without struggle. 

The policy of the defense In the 



courtroom. iiowever, completely 
failed to recognize its own strength. 
The New York Times correspondent 
reported on March I7th that the de- 
fendants said in substance, "Restore 
democracy and our stolen property 
and we'll fight even under your 
standards against the increasing I machines, but refused to work. Out j 



Sit Down Wins 
In Minneapolis 

MINNEAPOLIS, March 25.— The 
first sit down strike here ended in 
a complete victory for the three 
hundred workers of the J. R. Clark 
woodware factory on March 25, 
after three days' occupation of the 
plant during which the members of 
Furniture Workers Local 1S50 
played checkers, ping pong, and 
cards while waiting for the man- 
agement to come across. 

The strike was called after a un- 
ion member was fired for "using 
foul and obsene language" to a 
supervisor. The supervisor had been 
irviiia to provoke an outburst so 
that the company could have an 
excuse for an attack on the union 
which had previously gained a writ- 
ten agreement by the threat of a 
strike. 

The sit-down was called for 
March 23 when the men ail en- 
tered the factory, sat down at their 



Nazi danger. . . . Other prisoners 
pointed out that the present weak 
regime in Austria could not rely 
on its smajl professional army for 
defense. . . . They said such defense 



of three hundred workers, three 
hundred refused to work. 

All doors to the plant were 
guarded from the Inside by strik- 
ers and a large sign saying "No 



7,000 WPA Workers Respond to Call of Joint 
Action Committee of Unemployed and Unions 

ALLENTOWtt, March 24.— More than two thousand WPA work- 
ers on sixty-two Lehigh County projects went out yesterday in a well- 
planned strike against the Federal time order and for better conditions. 

Today they were joined by five thousand more WPA men from! 
Carbon county as the strike is spreading throughout Eastern Pennsyl- 
vania. 

The strike came after a mass meeting in Allentown on March 23 
had been called by a joint Action Council of Pennsylvania unemployed 
organizations. The men reported for work on the morning of March 
23 when their elected shop stewards oat each project informed the 
authorities that they were going out. "Mr. Mack's Funeral Proces- 
sion,'' the striker's name for a flying squadron, closed down all the 
outlying projects in the county. 

The authorities are reported to be frantic. The Federal Adminis- 
trator for the district, Henry J. Mack, hastened to issue a statement 
saying he was not "excited" about the strike, and threatening to cut 
all strikers off WPA and relief. 

A significant event during the strike was the march on the City 
Hail of eight hundred WPA workers, who camped there until five 
over-worked clerks had changed their registration from Democratic 
and Republican to Socialist. 

The authorities' threats to cut the men off relief were answered 
by preparations for a tremendous three county mass action for relief. 
"You can't starve 14,009 workers and get away with it," was the 
statement of one of the unemployed leaders. 

The strike is unusually well organized, with job stewards on each 
project, a joint action committee to coordinate the activities of all 
unemployed organizations in the field, and highly efficient flying squad- 
rans which have been formed entirely by the WPA workers. Although 
police were put on extra duty and served out nightsticks at the first 
news of the strike, the authorities retracted this order when they 
found flint tile strikers' ranks were solidly organized and so well- 
coordinated that there was little chance of provoking a riot. 

.. . * » 

ALLENTOWN. Pa., March 20.— 
Thousands of WPA workers 
throughout Has tern Pennsylvania 
are preparing for strike action un- 
der the leadership of a regional 
Joint Action, Committee set up by 
the affiliates in this district of the 
Pennsylvania Unemployed League ; 
the Pennsylvania Security League 
and Central Trades and Labor 
Councils of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 

The hone of contention between 
the project workers and the Works 
Progress Administration is the new 
order issued as WPA Bulletin No. 
812, which requires that time lost 
by workers through "circumstances 
beyond theif control" shall be made 
up, the hours not to "exceed the 
maximum of eight per day and 40 
hours per week. Organizations of 
the project workers as well as or- 
ganized labor as a whole, feel that 
this step is but a preliminary to 
the imposition of the forty -hour 
week in place of the thirty-hour 
week now in force on WPA. Or- 
ganized labor feels that should this 
move succeed, a serious blow would 
be dealt to the thirty-hour week 
movement endorsed by the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. 

County organizations of project 
workers that have already been af- 
filiated to the Joint Action Commit- 
tee and joined in the strike move- 
ment include those of Lehigh, 
Northampton. Carbon, Monro, Berks 
and Bucks counties. Organizations 
in outlying regions have requested 
representation on the Regional 
Committee and are also preparing 
for action. 

Demands Formulated by Committee 

1. The enforcement of the 
principle of the "Security Wage," 
no time lost by "circumstances 
beyond their (the workers') con- 
trol'' to be made up. 

2. Strict enforcement of the 
original WPA provisions for the 
thirty-hour week and 120-hour 
month. , 

3. The minimum $94-a-month 
wage for all project workers. 

4. The ouster of state WPA 
administrator Edward N. Jones 
for his ''record of vicious anti- 
Inbor activities." 



could come only from the mass of j help wanted" was hung out for the 
Austrian workers." On March 18th atttention of any would-be-scabs. 



it was reported, "Roman felleis. 
one of the leading defendants. . . 
said the underground movement 
was not directed at the state but 
was an opposition party of men 
holding the same principles as those 
who in democracies could enter par- 
liament and even form governments. 
The socialists In An stria demand 
the same right to agitate as. . . the 
{Continued on Page 2) 



Food was carried in to the strik- 
ers by members of Local 574. An 
officer of Local 574 was also active 
In negotiating the agreement which 
contained all the union's demands 
Including' the reinstatement of the 
fired worker and a provision that 
future firing would have to be re- 
ferred to a union committee which 
would have final say until the ar- 
bitration. 



Blacklist 
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Workers Feel Strength- 
ened Though Settlement 
is Compromise 

AKRON — -After five weeks of 
valient battle the striking rubber 
workers finally compelled the Good- 
year company to offer terms of an 
agreement, which by no means rep- 
resented all that the strikers de- 
sired, but nevertheless became ac- 
ceptable to them. This agreement 
was ratified by an over whelming 
majority vote in a meeting of 5,000 
Goodyear strikers. It is a compro- 
mise, and while it does not rectify 
many of the serious evils out of 
which the strike arose, the quali- 
fied union recognition that it con- 
tains, marks a distinct forward 
step for the rubber workers union. 

Perhaps the best testimony to 
this fact is given by the enormous 
strides this union made during the 
.•strike and immediately upon the 
conclusion of the areement. The 
Ooudyear local experienced a verit- 
able mushroom growth and it counts 
within its ranks at the time of this 
writing 5,000 more members than 
when the strike began. Many new 
members also joined the Firestone 
and Goodrich locals. And finally, 
, ollowing the meeting which rati- 
fied the agreement, strikers and 
sympathizers numbering over 10,000 
staged a mammoth demons! ration 
.f.'unming the entire downtovn dis- 
trict and displaying their defiance 
fn front of the vigilante headquart- 
ers. Showing their continued solid- 
arity the demonstrators shouted : 
"We will make this the greatest 
victory possible.'* 

No Discrimination 

The agreement arrived at con- 
tains several ]*>tnts that are vague 
and capable of interpretation by the 
company to suit its purposes. But 
the very first jmint provides for the 
return of all strikers without discri- 
mination. Usually this is consider- 
ed hy the workers as one of the 
cardinal features of a strike set- 
tlement and this guarantee means a 
distinct gain scored by the Akron 
strikers. Besides this guarantee 
cancels the series of lay-off notices 
which precipitated the strike and 
it marks a considerable change of 
attitude from the recent announce- 
ments made by the company spokes- 
men that under no condition would 
(Continued on Page' 2) 



Ouster of Jones One of Main 
Demands 

The demands for the onsfing of 
administrator Jones is the culmina- 
tion of a long dispute between labor 
organisations and Mr. Jones over 
(he entire period of his incumbency. 
This dispute was brought to a high 
pitch when Mr. Jones recently is- 
sued a circular under tile letter- 
head of the WPA, attacking Mr. 
Stephen Rauschenbusch, formerly 
counsel for the Senate Committee 
investigating the munitions manu- 
facturers and their financial back- 
ers. Mr. Rauschenbuscb is at the 
(Continued on Page 4) 
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en in the traditional havens of neu- 
trality, works of defense, arma- 
ments, and military construction 
grow monstrously. 

And in France? The same scene! 
Aviation, steel, shipyards, chemi- 
cals, all the war industries are 
booming. This year 20 billion 
francs are devoted to socalled "na- 
tional defense". A plan for "organ- 
izing an armed nation in case of 
war" is about to come before par- 
liament: it will reduce the country 
to Hitler German slavery. 

The French General Staff is per- 
fecting military plans for the coor- 
dination of the Belgian and SwisB 
armies. It is tightening its alli- 
ances with Czechoslovakia, Ruma- 
ria and Yugoslavia. Finally it 
has concluded a military alliance 
with Russia. 

Where is democracy in all this? 

.What Sarraut and Maurin want 
to defend is the power of French 
imperialism, the domination of the 
French bourgeoisie over 60 million 
people in Indo-Chiua, Madagascar, 
Morrocco and Northern Africa, the 
■exploitation of 30 million French 
■workers, the dividends of the 
Bourse and the Bank of France, 
the profits of the mine, steel and 
textile barons! That is what stands 
behind the lie of "defense of de- 
mocracy," of "national defense, 1 ' in 
1936 Just as in 1914. 

The Versailles Treaty 

One of the direct causes of Hit- 
ler's gesture was the Versailles 
Treaty. This monstrous robber 
pact allowed the French capitalists 
to arm their frontiers to the teeth. 
It forbade the German capitalists 
to keep troops on their own terri- 
tory to the West of the Rhine. The 
Locarno Treaty consecrated tills 
law in 1925 at the moment when 
the Steel Trust with the aid of 
Americas capital gave German 
heavy industry a new start. 

Today Hitler has rejected this 
subjection to the Versailles Treaty. 
And Sarraut, the champion of de- 
mocracy) begins to mobilize because 
the German troops have entered 
. . . Germany! Once more this 
democracy is nnmasked as a "pac- 
ifist" cover for the Versailles 
Treaty, the direct cause of all the 
conflicts in Europe since the war. 

All this, Sauraut's government 
knows very well. It was for this 
very reason that Sarraut, as he re- 
vealed in his radio speech on March 
8, entered Into secret negotiations 
with Hitler after the latter de- 
clared his intentions. For Hitler 
relentlessly drives forward his plan 
for uniting the world counter-rev- 
olution to smash Soviet Russia. 

This example shows, that secret 
diplomacy continues to plot for the 
real aims of capitalism while jour- 
nalistic hlreings continue to shout 
about "defense of liberty!" and 
other lies. 

How Can U.S.S.R. Be Defended? 

But a, section of the press, with 
I'Humanfte at its head, plans to put 
over the lie of national defense by 
means of the slogan of defense of 
the U.S.S.R. 

The Stalinist bureaucracy which 
has crushed the conquests of the 
October Be volution one after an- 
other, which even now has re-estab- 
lished Marsha lis and Cossacks, 
finds allies in French, English and 
Belgian capitalism and the White 
Guard dictatorship of the Little 
Entente. By fanning the flames of 
chauvinism among the masses of 
the people under the national flags 
of these "allies", the bureaucracy 
of the Soviet Union pretends to 
"defend socialism." 

Under the pretext of "defense of 
the U.S.S.R.." the Stalinist bureau- 
crncy delivers the French working 
class bound hand and foot to both 
the "right and the left wing" of 
the General StafT and the muni- 
tions makers. In reality it is in- 
terested only in defending ite own 
privileges. Thus is prepared the 
enslavement of both the French and 
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Russian working classes to military 
cliques. 

The only defense of the Soviet 
Union, the only way to prevent the 
return of capitalism to the U.S.S. 
R. and the victory of Hitlerism, 
the only defense of the Russian 
and French workers is the inter- 
national socialist revolution! Still 
other preachers shout "disarma- 
ment" under the benevolent protec- 
tion of the League of Nations. What 
deceit ! 

For 15 years now every confer- 
ence has ended in a tremendous 
failure. Every conference has 
been followed by an intensive re- 
armament of the various counrties. 
Super armaments and towering war 
budgets have become an inescapa- 
ble necessity for decaying imperi- 
alism. 

No, it is impossible for capitalism 
to disarm itself. The international 
working class must turn the arma- 
ments against their owners. 
Revolution or War 

At the same time we must de- 
nounce the role that Hitler plays 
as the leader of world-wide coun- 
ter- re volution. By jextoition and 
bribery he tries to bring to power 
the fascist and reactionary cliques 
in France and elsewhere. La- 
Roeque and Taittinger become his 
lieutenants. Thus Hitler hopes to 
rally the most rabid representatives 
or decaying capitalism for the drive 
to the East 

Status quo or revision of the 
Versailles Treaty, either tactic will 
inevitably unleash war. 

Today only the working class 
revolution, the expropriation of 
capitalism, the smashing of impe- 
rialism, can save the world from 
a new slaughter. 

That is why the workers must 
oppose Hitler's activities not to- 
gether with their own bourgeoisie 
but must close their ranks for the 
overthrow of the bourgeoisie. 

War or Resolution: that is the 
inescapable dilemma. Unhesitating- 
ly we choose revolution. Only the 
rising revolutionary flood can make 
peace, can make the bourgeoisie 
hesitate and retreat. 

Only the broadest and most stub- 
born class struggle, the victorious 
revolution of the working class can 
end the threat of a new world 
war. 
Workers! 

A. new European and world war 
threatens the ruin and destruction 
of human civilization. 

The masses of France, already 
decimated in 1914-1918, will be 
stricken. Millions of deaths and 
the ruin of all working class pro- 
gress will be the result. 

Only the overthrow of capitalism 
can spare the world these new or- 
gies of blood. 

In the face of the announced and 
heralded treason of the parties of 
the Second and Third Internation- 
al, we raise the red flag of work- 
ing class internationalism, the 
standard of the Fourth Interna- 
tional. 

With our comrades of Belgium, 
England, Italy, Holland. Switzer- 
land, America, with the vanguard 
of the international working class 
the Marxist -Leninists of France af- 
firm thpir faith in the Ideas of 
Lenin and Liebknecht. 

If capitalism unleashes war 
once more, than in spite of all 
sacrifices and innumerable vic- 
tims, the hour will have sounded 
for patient and relentless strug- 
gle to transform this imperialist 
war into a stubborn and merci- 
less civit war against our own 
bourgeoisie. 
The enemy is at home ! 
Workers ! 

To the incitements of the chau- 
vinists and partisans of the sacred 
union, fight with us for the meth- 
ods and the aims of the interna- 
tional working class, the aims of 
Marx, Lenin, Luxembourg Lieb- 
knecht and Trotsky. 

Down with secret treaties! 
Publish the war aims of imperi- 
alist France! 

The workers refuse to fight for 
the profits of de Wendol or Mer- 
rier. 

Down with the policy of mili- 
tary "lliances practiced by 
France, England, Germany and 
the League of Nations! 

For an offensive ajgainst the 
Sauraut government and its pol- 
icy of the sacred union! Mass 
action for workers' power and 
the expropriation of big capital! 
iWhen the young workers in uni- 
form at home or the barracks show 
their alarm, demand political rights 
for the soldiers and labor papers 
in the barracks. Elect soldiers' 
delegates to deal with the soldiers' 
problems. 

If the bourgeoisie mobilizes the 
troops : coordinate the struggle to 
direct the discontent of the masses 
threatened with a new slaughter 
toward an immediate peace and 
the overthrow of capitalism. 

If war Is declared: struggle for 
fraternization between the French 
and German workers on the battle- 
field! 

Down with imperialist war! 
Long live the International work- 
ing class revolution! 

Long live the Fourth Interna- 
tional! 

(signed) 
Central Committee, Bolshevik- 
Leninfst Group, C.C., Revolu- 
tionary Socialist Youth. 
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they consider re-employment of the 
strikers. 

The company further agrees to 
meet and negotiate with the work- 
ers iudividually or through their 
duly chosen representatives, but 
the Goodyear Industrial Assembly, 
a company union whose removal 
was demanded by the strikers, still 
remain in the picture. It is this 
qualified recognition that the rub- 
ber workers' union, by the con- 
tinued solidarity and determination 
of its membership, now has the 
possibility of making real. Grant- 
ing that the determination dis- 
played in such splendid fashion 
during the trying and difficult days 
of the strike remains after the re- 
turn to work, the foothold already 
gained by qualified recognition 
should serve as a means of streng- 
thening the union in continued 
struggle to eliminate the company 
union outfit 

Points In Agreement 

Other points in the agreement 
establish certain rules for working 
hours, changes of wage rates or 
contemplated lay-offs. The tire and 
tube division is put on a thirty-six 
hour weekly schedule and in all 
other departments hours per week 
are not to exceed 40 nor to be less 
than 30 unless arranged by a vote 
of employees affected. Temporari- 
ly- a week of 34 hours is to be 
worked in all departments to avoid 
iay-offs. And in case of contem- 
plated lay-offs in the future lists 
in duplicate are to be made avail- 
able to the representatives of the 
workers. 

Notice is also to be given to 
representatives of the workers af- 
fected of any changes in wage rates 
before they are posted. In regard 
to this question, however, no pro- 
visions were gained to wipe out 
the numerous wage cuts that have 
already taken place and which 
even the federal fact finding board 
criticized. 

In addition to the actual agree- 
ment a special memorandum was 
accepted verbally by the company 
representatives as binding upon 
them which provide for the set- 
ting up of machinery in the plant 
to handle grievances of the work- 
ers. By the terms of this memor- 
andum each division within the 
plant is to have a shop committee 
for the union and is entitled to 
fake up matters of adjustments 
during working hours and to be 
accompanied by union representa- 
tives when conferring with the 
management. 

Union Officials Wavering 

WJiHp on a whole this strike 
settlement marks a distinct for- 
ward step for the rubber workers' 
union there need be little doubt 
that the vaccilating attitude of the 
major officials and their fear of 
following up in the same spirit 
•set by the strikers on the picket 
line accounts for the gains not be- 
ing more definitive. Representa- 
tives of the Committee for Indus- 
trial Organization, headed by John 
L. Lewis shared in this weakness. 

Onlf this failure accounts for the 
company union still being in the 
picture. Insofar as the strike ts 
concerned, it must be said that 
seldom before has such a complete 
solidarity and such a magnificent 
de-term ligation been displayed on 
any picket line. Strikers went to 
their posts at any time of the day 
or night without balking for an in- 



stant at sacrifice or hardships. 
Qenterlng around the more than 

three hundred established posts, 
or "shanties," the pickets took 
care that all gates were guarded 
and closed so tight that nothing 
could move in or out. These pick- 
ets were in dead earnest in their 
fight to establish a union of their 
own choice and they knew what 
the struggle meant. Hence their 
determination and their rejection 
of several previous settlement of- 
fers Inferior to the present agree- 
ment The strikers had a contin- 
uous battle, not only to keep the 
scabs out and to compel the com- 
pany to come to more reasonable 
terms, but also to stiffen the back- 
bone Of the union officials. This 
responsibility the strikers dis- 
charged in magnificent fashion. 

Obstacles in the Road 

Viewing the agreement that has 
been made, and noting its specific 
compromising features, the situa- 
tion described above has to be tak- 
en into account. And besides this 
there were factors of even greater 
consequences, all playing a serious 
role in the strike settlement. First 
of all it must be remembered that 
the organization of any of the gi- 
gantic mass production industries 
is in itself a most difficult task. 
Terrific obstacles stood in the way 
in the Akron rubber industry. All 
the open shop employers concen- 
trated their forces to bolster up 
the Goodyear company and if pos- 
sible to defeat .this strike and 
thereby stave off the hour of a 
campaign of organization in other 
mass- production industries. H is 
in view of this fact that the par- 
tial victory won in Akron, that the 
present forward step made, assumc> 
real significance. 

Then in addition to these fac- 
tors already mentioned the Akron 
strikers faced a large scale organ- 
ization of vigilante forces. Com- 
posed of a combination of what is 
usually called the better people, 
together with thugs, gunmen and 
professional strike-breakers, these 
would be vigilantes had at their 
disposal a war chest of many thou- 
sand dollars made available by the 
various rubber companies. Depu- 
ties badges were freely issued to 
these high-Jaekers and plug-uglies 
by Sheriff Jim Flower, who often 
managed to appear in appropriate 
ceremonies with the vigilante lead- 
ers. A "red" hysteria continued 
without abatement throughout the 
period of the strike. 

Even some of the union officials 
stooped to the level of imitating 
this "red" hysteria, directing their 
attacks mainly against the Work- 
ers Party and against Comrade A. 
J. Muste personally, who was in 
Akron during thp strike. These par- 
ticular gentlemen made clear that 
what they feared was the cour- 
ageous militancy displayed by the 
strikers which was consciously 
aiided by the progressive forces 
within their ranks. 

Despite these weaknesses, the 
results of thej magnificent battle 
fought with unprecedented fury by 
the Akron strikers is that now the 
union has a solid basis. It is firm- 
ly established, and with the spirit 
that has been displayed by the 
rank and file membership up to 
now, carried forward <to the new 
stage, a gain of momentous impor- 
tance will be recorded for the 
American labor movement Akron 
hag made its valuable contribution. 
The struggle is not completed. It 
must go on, and no doubt it will 
go on until not only the rubber in- 
dustry is solidly organized, but the 
example set is taken up elsewhere 
and the mass production industries 
are solidly organized. 
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monarchists." 

There is a great temptation to 
cnticilintc the capitalist yovernment 
during a trial. . . But the effect of 
such conciliation is disastrous. The 
defense followed exactly tin 1 same 
policy which led to the defeat of 
1934. In effect the defense promis- 
ed support of the Government in 
return for a few democratic favors, 
just as Biiiier promised Dollfuss 
support in 1933 in return for con- 
tinlued legality. 

This policy may have been suc- 
cessful with the presiding Judge 
who was "usually stern with non- 
imzi prisoners" and who "conducted 
this case with extraordinary liber- 
ality, which won tributes-front the 
defense." 

A Serions Error 

But the policy of the defense 
while it may have conciliated the 
court must have tended to demoral- 
ize the Austrian working class. As 
the letter of the Austrian Socialists 
to the Second International after 
the February defeat revealed, the 
Austrian workers definitely do not 
want democratic favors; they want 
more than the same right as the 
monarchists ; they have broken 
with the coalition policy practised 
in democracies, and their movement 
is decidedly directed against the 
state. 

The spectacle of defendants fresh 
from Austrian capitalist prisons ex- 
pressing their fears for the national 
defense of capitalist Austria must 
also have been repugnant to the 
Austrian workers. In effect the de- 
fense practically promised that the 
socialist workers were ready to Join 
the Versailles Imperialist coalition 
armies in a war against Germany. 

Thfroujghout the whole; trial It 
was reported that mass arrrests 



were made in the working class 
suburbs of Vienna, where the work- 
ers demonstrated their suport of 
the defendants. But on March 19th 
it was reported that "Disquiet was 
caused to both the government and 
the socialists alike by redoubled 
Nazi efforts to make capital out of 
the workers growing indignation 
ovi>r the trial.'' 

The defense policy evidently tend- 
ed to drive the Austrian workers 
into the arms of the Nazis, for they 
are alretady disillusioned with de- 
mocracy and opposed to imperialist 
war and the Nazis promise them 
social reforms and pacifist meas- 
ures. 

Thus the apparently succesful 
policy of the defense has disastrous 
effects — for 1 while the thirty de- 
fendants receive light sentences, the 
working class is demoralized and 
weakened. 

'Die next defendants who come 
before -the Austrian courts will 
have less support and less chance 
for freedom. 

The defense of working class 
prisoners comes first. They should 
be given every possible support. 
But their demoralizing policy, to 
put it mildly, must be deplored... 
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N.Y. Painters 
Defend Rights 

The New York Painters District 
Council has obtained a temporary 
Injunction In court restraining the 
General Executive Board of the 
Brotherhood from revoking the 
Council's charter and from asking 
employers not to comply with 
agreements made with the Council. 
Th© Judge ruled that the council 
Is entitled to function with the 
newly elected officers and to re- 
ceive per-eapita tax from the local 
unions. 

The attempts of the G.E.B. to 
rovoke the Council's charter grows 
out of the special elections held by 
the Council on February 29, which 
the former has declared to be un- 
constitutional. It is, however, nec- 
essary to understand the reasons 
for these special elections. 

Committee Finds Irregularities 

For years, with but brief inter- 
ruptions, the New Xork Painters 
District was ruled by the corrupt 
Zausner gang. Honest elections 
had passed out of practice alto- 
gether; working conditions deteri- 
orated. The crookedness of this 
officialdom in the last regular elec- 
tions, held last June, provoked a 
revolt. Several local unions re- 
quested the Civil Liberties Union 
and the Socialist party to constitute 
a committee to investigate the elec- 
tions and if the charge of irregu- 
larities was substantiated this 
committee would supervise new 
elections to insure their fair con- 
duct. The committee found flag- 
rant irregularities and Zausner re- 
signed the secretaryship, usurped 
through the crooked election deal. 
But the G.E.B., fearing the conse- 
fuences with its special hencemen 
discredited, refused to accept the 
committee proposed to supervise 
special elections and ruled that 
these elections would be unconsti- 
tutional. 

For the New York locals there 
was hardly anything else left but 
to go through with the planned 
special elections. They did, and 
the result was a defeat for most 
of the remnants of the Zausner 
gang. Twelve business agents were 
elected, a part of whom were sup- 
porters of Louis Weinstock, who 
won the election for secretary of 
the District Council with a vote of 
almost three to one. This became 
the signal for action by the G.E.B. 
It revoked the council charter ar- 
bitrarily and without a hearing. 
Its representatives visited the 
painter bosses in an effort to in- 
veigle them into a refusal to honor 
the agreement formerly concluded 
with the council when the Zausner 
gang held the reins. 

Naturally the New York paint- 
ers union membership resented this 
attitude of the G.E.B. Its under- 
standing is that an election was 
held and endueted without any vio- 
lations of trade union democracy, 
there can be no doubt that the 
rank and file membership supports 
the newly elected officers and there 
need be no doubt that in a choice 
between these and the attitude 
taken by the G.B.B., the member- 
ship is entirely justified in this 
support 

Officials Watching the Wind 

At the present moment the whole 
issue seems to hang in the balance. 
The affairs of the council and the 
local unions are still in a chaotic 
condition. Some of the elected 
officials, notably some of the bus- 
iness agents, are biding their time, 
not knowing where to place their 
allegiance, since as ordinary bur- 
eaucrats they want to feel assured 
first of which side will win out. 
Louis Weinstock is suported by the 
Daily Worker, and his group for 
the time being is in the leadership. 
But it is pursuing a tactic often 
witnessed before and usually with 
results detre mental to the move- 
ment. 

Instead of really consolidating 
the membership in the fight that 
has been carried on against the 
Zausner clique and which now 
necessarily must be continued 
against the arbitrary actions of the 
G. E. B., this group concerns itself 
with meaningless endorsements. In 
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protested the arrests of Lauterbach 
and Polinsky in front of the News 
building and an hour and a half 
of mass picketing. Police several 
times tried to break up the picket 
lines, gulldsmen charged. 
Strikers Storm "Safety" Bufiding 
After a parade along Wisconsin 
Avenue, the marchers stormed the 
safety building to demand the re- 
lease of Broun and the others. 
About 126- policemen charged out 
of the safety building and drove 
the crowd into a vacant lot across 



the street. In that melee the other 
four persons were arrested. Fists 
flew and several women were 
mauled, including Jean Dessel, 
striking librarian and Mrs. William 
Oviatt, wife of a striker and head 
of the commissary. 

The roughouse tactics of the 
police drew not only the criticism 
of the strikers but also .that of the 
sideline spectators. 

Broun was scheduled to speak at 
Miller's Hall, near the safety build- 
ing, but he refused to leave oh hail 
until the other six under arrest had 
ball arranged for them also. The 
banks were closed and problem was 
to raise $40 in cash. An appeal 
was made to the crowd in the hall. 
It responded with $66. 

Carl Minkley. organizer for the 
brewery workers' union, told the 
crowd that Hearst was "competing 
with WPA by paying reporters $15 
and $20 a week." 

Broun, who got to the meeting 
after two hours in jail, brought the 
crowd to, its feet several times In 
a rousing strike speech. 

Trial began Monday before ft 
circuit court jury of the News' 
charges that the guild has violat- 
ed terms of the secondary picketing 
injunction of the court Herbert 
Langendorff and George Bergstrom, 
(wrested 10 days ago, will go to 
trial Tuesday in the municipal 
court on disorderly conduct. 



Spanish Masses Taking 
Matters in Own Hands 



(Continued from Page 1) 

government. The Republican and 
Catholic press both sound the same 
note of hope that the .opening of 
the Cortes will stop the disorders 
by acting as an escape valve. An 
agreement has been concluded be- 
tween the Republican Left of Az- 
ana, the Republican Union of Mar- 
tinez Barrios, and the Catalan Es- 
querra, bourgeois nationalist party, 
establihing one Joint executive 
committee, thereby making this 
group, with 150 seats in the Cor- 
tes, the most Important single vot- 
ing force. The center republicans, 
under the last premier, Velardes, 
have also announced their support 
of the Azana government. 

A general fist fight broke out at 
a preliminary session of the Cortes 
on March 19, when a center re- 
publican struck the Socialist depu- 
ty Escribano. 



A general strike has been going 
on for several days at La Coruna, 
in protest against the murder of a 
construction worker by a Catholic. 
In Santander and in a town near 
Seville, workers attacked two pris- 
ons where some political prisoners 
are still being detained. Fights in 
the last ten days between workers 
and reactionaries have resulted in 
over a score of deaths. 

The estate of the monarchist. 
Count de Romanones, in Toledo 
province, has been expropriated by 
two thousand land-workers. It is 
one of the largest estates In Spain. 

Azana has taken two significant 
steps in an effort to consolidate 
his regime against the proletariat. 
All police forces in the country, 
hitherto decentralized in control, 
have been taken over by the Mad- 
rid government "to eliminate local 
influences on them." 

Azana has also announced that, 
under the pretext of giving the 
cabinet members more time to do 
government work, he plans to limit 
sessions of the Cortes to a few each 
month, according to an Associated 
Press dipsatch of March 20. This 
is obviouly an effort to reduce to 
a minimum the use of the Cortes 
as a tribunal of the proletariat. 

Azana is particularly anxious to 
postpone discussion of the land 
question. But it is precisely this 
question which is the most basic 
issue in Spain today. In the elec- 
toral agreement, the republican 
bourgeoisie declared: 

"The Republicans do not ac- 



several instances of local meetings 
since the attempted revocation of 
the council charter, agents of the 
G.E.B. have been permitted to hold 
up regular action, .after which a 
section of the most ardent Wein- 
stock supporters would get together, 
have rump meetings and declare 
the council elections endorsed. The 
main trouble with such action is 
that It does not rally the broad 
layers of the rankt and file in this 
necessary fight and besides only 
the indorsements of the member- 
shp as a whole have real meaning. 
Union Under Double Eire 

With the attempts of the G. E. B. 
to Induce the bosses to break the 
agreement with the council there 
can be no doubt that the New York 
membership will face a double fire. 
Not only can the G. E. B. be ex- 
pected, unless some compromise 
agremect with it is reached, to 
attempt to set up a rival organ- 
ization, but the bosses will try to 
take advantage of the conflict to 
break down even the existing poor 
working conditions and cut the 
prevailing wage scale right and left. 

Moreover the action of the newly 
elected council officers in going to 
the capitalist court for asslstane 
against the G. E. B. is not at all a 
good indication for the future con- 
duct of the fight. 



cept the principle of the nation- 
alisation of the land and its free 
distribution to the peasants, so- 
licited by the delegates of the 

Socialist part?." 

Instead, the bourgeoisie proposed 
in the electoral agreement signed 
by It and the workers' parties, a 
series of measures which do not 
begin to ameliorate the plight of 
the peasantry and the land-work- 
ers. The right-wing Socialists and 
the Stalinists are aiding Aaana in 
this issue by making no criticism 
of his land program. 

Double Fakery 

Like the Spanish Stalinists, the 
American "Daily Worker'' is cov- 
ering up the fact that the repub- 
lican regime forced upon the work- 
ers' parties in the electoral agree- 
ment a flat declaration against the 
nationalization of land. Harry 
Gannes, on March 23, wrote: "To- 
day a new democratic government 
holds power by the same votes (as 
19&1) but this time it has a specific 
mandate to give the land to those 
who work it — and just to make 
sure, the workers have taken the 
land in trust until the law shall 
be passed." This is double fakery : 
first, the electoral agreement in- 
cluded no mandate to give the land 
but on the contrary a repudiation 
of this principle by the republi- 
cans; secondly, except for a few 
Instances, the workers are not tak- 
ing the land but, deceived by their 
own leaders are waiting for fur- 
ther action by the Cortes. 

At a meeting in Madrid on 
March 22 (not reported by the 
Daily Worker), the Communist 
Party came out for a coalition 
with the bourgeoisie In the munic- 
ipal elections to be held April 12, 
and called for a permanent coali- 
tion "Popular Front" to go on af- 
ter the municipal elections. 

The Socialists are rent by a 
sharp struggle on this question, left 
#etnients inststlufc that whatever 
was to be gained from a coalition 
with the bourgeoisie in the na- 
tional elections has been achieved, 
and that the Socialist party should 
pot up Its own candidates In all 
cities and towns where it has 
strength. It will be recalled that 
in the elections of 1631 and 1983 
the Socialists showed their great- 
est strength in these local elec- 
tions. 

Mr. Laski Advises 

The right-wing Socialist line was 
given classic expression by Harold 
J. Laski in last week's "New Lead- 
er," old-guard Socialist organ. 
Laski declares, "Ten years of pro- 
found Btrogaressive legislation are 
essential If Liberal Spain is to be 
given Its letters of credit"— pre- 
sumably while the workers si 
around and wait! Instead of rec- 
ognizing that the struggle is fast 
developing Into a struggle for pro- 
letarian power, Laski declares, 
"the breakdown of the present un- 
ion (bourgeois coalition) means 
something like Fascism" 'and "the 
next four years are, above all, a 
breathing space.'' To declare as 
Laski does, that "if the left (In- 
cluding the bourgeoisie) are wise 
enough to maintain their present 
unity — there will be four years in 
which to consolidate the Ideals for 
which the Revolution of 1931 was 
made"— means, reduced to blunt 
terms, to give the bourgeoisie four 
years in which to consolidate bour- 
geois state-power. After the Ger- 
man and Austrian events, Laski 
wrote a theoretical work on the 
nature of the state which ap- 
proached a Marxian position ; but 
at the first sign of the resurgence 
of the proletariat, when theory 
must be transformed into practice, 
Laski reverts to traditional social- 
ism. 
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By JOHN WEST 

One of the crucial issues of the 
present war crisis has been the 
problem o£ so-called "sanctions.'' 
Sanctions, moreover, are not mere- 
ly a question for theoretical anal- 
ysis. Sanctions are being tested 
also by experience: during nearly 
live months they have been in oper- 
ation against an "aggressor." In 
the light of the experience ot these 
five months, therefore, I wish to 
test the analysis we have made of 
the problem of sanctions, and the 
position which we hold with re- 
spect to them. 

The first point to make ciear is 
that the sanctions which I am dis- 
cussing — namely, the rfeal sanc- 
tions which have reaily been in 
operation during these months— are 
in actuality certain economic, fin- 
ancial and commercial measures 
carried out by certain national 
states : Great Britain, France, the 
Soviet Union, and various of their 
satellites. This point may seem 
either so trivial or so obvious as 
to be hardly worth making. In 
iact. however, it is crucial. The 
reason why it must be understood 
is that these measures are usually 
referred to not as they really are 
but as "League of Nations sanc- 
tions.' From this it is concluded 
that they differ fundamentally from 
measures carried out by national 
stales, that they are collective acts 
of collective body which aims to 
uphold world stability and world 
peace. 

The truth is that the idea of 
"League sanctions" is a mere legal 
■fiction. The League of Nations Is 
■not a sovereign political unit nor 
■an economic unit. It has no citi- 
zens nor army nor navy nor indus- 
tries nor trade nor finance (other 
than the unimportant Bank for In- 
ternational Settlements, which to 
some extent It controls). Conse- 
quently there are no sanctions 
which the League could put into 
effect, no matter how desirous it 



might be of doing so. Sanctions, 
as defined in the League Covenant, 
can be put into effect only by sov- 
ereign political states. The only 
reality they can even conceivably 
have is as acts of sovereign polit- 
ical states. 

It is this basic fact which de- 
termines the attitude of the vari- 
ous tendencies within the working 
class toward sanctions. Revolu- 
tionary Marxists are opposed to 
sanctions, because they are on all 
occasions opposed to bourgeois na- 
tional states ; the strategy of 
Marxists aims always toward the 
overthrow of bourgeois states. The 
social -patriots, on the other hand, 
favor sanctions, because at bottom 
the social-patriots rest on bour- 
geois national states, and rely on 
collaboration with them. The so- 
cial-patriots of the standard social 
variety, here as in every other 
crucial issue, function as the agents 
of the bourgeois bureaucracy with- 
in the working class. The new- 
Style Stalinist social -patriots func- 
tion within the working class as 
agents of the class enemy through 
an indirect route. These latter, 
committed to the building of so- 
cialism in one country, are conse- 
quently led to aid in maintenance 
of the status quo internationally 
— to enable socialism to be built 
■'without interruption" — and thus 
must collaborate with and rely on 
the bourgeois states to whose im- 
mediate interest such maintenance 
is or seems to Stalin to be. In 
both cases, social-patriotism in gen- 
eral, and support of sanctions in 
particular, means nothing other 
than alliance with the class enemy. 
Let us examine briefly what has 
happened in the case of sanctions, 
since their invocation in Novem- 
ber: 

Most of the nations belonging to 
the League have put into effect 
certain measures relating to their 
trade with Italy. These measures 
have Included prohibitions on the 
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^RELIEF— FOB BIG BUSINESS. 

The process of whittling away 
"relief for the unemployed by alpha- 
betical strategy is carried a long 
■step forward in Roosevelt's latest 
inessage to Congress on the budget. 
"This is election year and Roosevelt 
intends to leave nothing undone in 
order to carral the support of 
business. Economy and the avoid- 
ance of taxation on business are 
the forms of. relief proposed by the 
"humanitarian" Presfdent— for big 
business! The real purpose of the 
WPA is being rapidly unfolded. 
That purpose was to provide a 
•clever Intermediary to get workers 
■off the relief rolls and then, after 
a short space of time, to lay them 
off and prevent them from getting 
back on the relief rolls. Bach month 
a new batch of unemployed will 
be "laid off to fend for themselves 
in this best of all possible worlds. 
Hopkins has given public assurance 
to the capitalist class by laying 
out a definite schedule of cuts in 
the WPA rolls. Of course Hopkins 
"hopes" tha* the needy will get 
back on relief. Or perhaps they 
will be shuttled from the WPA to 
the PWA! No doubt some shifts 
like this will raise false hopes in 
the minds of many unemployed that 
It Is only a matter of waiting a 
short time for renewed work on 
federal payrolls. But the big ma- 
jority will be doomed to bitter dis - 
Illusion. Roosevelt Is making it 
[plain that after the elections — a 
little relief is still necessary for 
voters I— the Federal Government 
will wash its hands of the largest 
burdens of relief. On one condition ' 
That the unemployed remain pas- 
sive and put up only a scattered 
fight against the outright starva- 
tion being planned for them. 
* v * 

DIVISION OF LABOR 

In the division of labor for carry- 
ing out the demands of the capital- 
ist class. Roosevelt occupies the 
position of the liberal damagogue 
"voicing" the interests of the mass- 
es. Thus he points to the NRA as 
the would-have-been solution of the 
problem of unemployment— if that 
other arm of capitalism, the Su- 
preme Court, had not declared it 
unconstitutional. He Is left to ap- 
peal to the voluntary action of the 
employers to "extend their opera- 
tions so as to absorb an increasing 
number of the unemployed." And 
since this will not do if left to 
individual bosses, he calls for or- 
ganised effort on a national scale. 
As though it was not the "volun- 
tary" {fttion of the bosses in the 
first place that had produced un- 
employment as the' inevitable con- 
comitant of the business crisis! 
Roosevelt suggests a campaign on 
the part of big busines for shorter 
hours to provide more Jobs. This 
demagogy at a time when the aver- 
age work week has grown three 
hours longer (from July to Decem- 
ber 1935) ! The A. F. of L. cal- 
culates that this Increase in the 
work week resulted In the lose of 



a million jobs to the unemployed. 
The only difference between Roose- 
velt and the more reactionary 
members of the capitalist govern- 
ing staff is that Roosevelt wishes 
to act more cautiously and not as 
bluntly and speedily in letting down 
the unemployed from their present 
miserable status to one that is still 
worse. 

It will be the function of Congress 
to start investigations of the un- 
doubted political corruption that 
exists in the WPA (as in capitalist 
institutions in general) to force a 
quicker end to the system of work 
relief. Already this pressure is on 
due to the exposure of conditions 
in West Virginia. The attitude of 
Congress is shown by its refusal to 
continue the Florida and "Quoddy" 
ship canals by the grant of special 
fund. No doubt there will be some 
opposition to the measly sum of 
one and one half billion dollars 
asked for by Roosevelt, although 
it is unlikely that this will be re- 
vised. The CCC camps are also 
due for a liberal application of the 
axe. One hundred thousand youths 
are to he discharged from these 
camps by July 1st 



UNITS OF THE UNEMPLOYED 

It is no accident, under these 
circumstances, that the movement 
of the unemployed Is taking on a 
new impetus. Objective conditions 
are forcing the unemployed workers 
to organize and to seek unity of 
effort to combat the plans of the 
capitialist class directed against 
their very existence. These workers 
note that in the past 6 months the 
profits of big corporations have 
gone up more than 140%. They 
note that in the "bull'' stock market 
there has been a gain of 55% in 
stock quotations. They see that 
with some considerable recovery of 
business the reemployment of un- 
employed workers has made only 
a small dent in their ranks, con- 
tinually augmented by the new 
generation of young workers ready 
and eager to earn a living. There 
are still some ten and one half 
million out of work, by conservative 
estimate. The capitalists make it 
difficult to obtain complete and 
reliable statistics on this question. 
These workers thrown out of in- 
dustry in the crisis, must struggle 
for their very lives against the 
Roosevelt plan to slowly put an 
end to all relief to the "employ- 
ables." Roosevelt and his masters 
are reckoning without the mass 
pressure that wtli be exerted by 
employed and unemployed alike to 
stave off starvation for millions of 
workers. For this gigantic strug- 
gle a firmly knit mass organization 
is essential. This organization is 
In the making in the promising ef- 
forts for unity of the unemployed 
movements, pairttaulary the NUL 
and the WAA. Out of this unity 
will spring a stronger and more 
powerful organizing force for the 
coming battle*. 



export to Italy of a number of 
. materials and products related to 
tbe carrying on of war (imple^ 
ments of war, horses, trucks, etc.) ; 
and also certain restrictions on 
granting loans and credits to Italy. 
The United States, also, though 
not a member of the League, has 
carried out certaiu sanctions : the 
prohibition of the export of cer- 
tain implements of war, as provid- 
ed in the Neutrality Act; and re- 
strictions on loans and credit, 
through the Johnson Act. 

It is to be remarked that all 
these nations, including the Soviet 
t'lium, have been very zealous In 
sticking to the letter of the law on 
sanctions. They have been careful 
not to step over the bounds of 
"collective action" by extending 
sanctions to anything not specific 
rally agreed upon — to, for exam- 
ple, oil. 

Italy, on her side, however, has 
gone a little further, and has ex- 
panded the reign of sanctions by 
instituting what she has sailed 
'counter-sanctions": restriction of 
imports, prohibition of the sale of 
certain products irom sanctionist 
nations, freezing of credits and 
other financial restrictions to pre- 
vent payment to these nations, etc. 

What has been the effect of these 
measures? 

First, it will require no argu- 
ment to prove that their effect on 
the conduct of the Italian military 
campaign In Ethiopia has been 
zero. There is no indication that 
they have affected the campaign 
in the slightest. From a military 
point of view, Ethiopia has fared 
neither better nor worse than If 
sanctions had never been thought 
of. As means of stopping the war 
or of saving ravaged Ethiopia, 
sanctions have accomplished noth- 
ing 

Sanctions seem to have had some 
effect in adding to Italy's econo- 
mic and financial burdens internal- 
ly, in cutting down supplies of cer- 
tain goods and in raising prices. 
How great a percentage of such 
dislocation can be traced to sanc- 
tions, however, and how much to 
what would have occurred in any 
case under the given circumstanc- 
es, without sanctions, it is difficult 
to estimate. Certain economic and 
financial difficulties have also fol- 
lowed with the sanctions-invoking 
countries. Indeed, il is probable 
that sanctions have been as bur- 
densome to Great Britain and 
France as to Italy. 

This, then, is the sum. of the ef- 
fects of sanctions as pretended In- 
struments for stopping war and 
maintaining peace. This does not, 
however, complete the story of the 
effect of sanctions. 



to re-unlte France to a degree 
which would have seemed unimag- 
inable a year ago. At that time, 
France was making rapidly ready, 
through a division Into the two 
great class armies, for the strug- 
gle for power. The internal crisis 
in France has not of course been 
solved in favor of the bourgeoisie 
by the unification achieved with 
the help of the pro-sanctions policy 
of the People's Front. But the pro- 
cess of claes differentiation has 
during these five months been set 
back heavily. The temporary weak- 
ening of the Croix de Feu and the 
Fascists generally, pointed to with 
such smug complacency by the 
Stalinists as proof of the great 
■'victories" of the People's Front, 
in actuality demonstrates just the 
opposite. The Fascists have re- 
tired a little precisely because the 
!K>licy of the People's Front has so 
weakened the position of the work- 
ing class that it does not so Im- 
minently threaten the foundations 
of bourgeois rule. Consequently, in 
France, the attempt at a Fascist 
coup can be further postponed. 
Finance -capital does not call in the 
Fascists until it has to; if it can 
maintain Itself securely with the 
add of tbe working class patties, 
so much the bette, and less trou- 
blesome. 

Likewise, as in England, the pro- 
sanctions policy in France has 
made meaningless any opposition to 

the increased armament measures 
and speeded militarization. And 
it has played a great part in mak- 
ing the masses ready to defend, 
with full patriotic fervour, French 
finance-capital against Hitler. '•Hu- 
man! te" and "Populaire" outdo 
Flandin in their denunciation of 
the re-militarization of the Rhine- 
land. And, quite naturally, they 
fail to notice that Flandin repre- 
sents the class enemy at home — 
since their policy and Flandin's are 
fundamentally identical. 



National Unity 

The outstanding effect of the 
policy of sanctions has been: to 
aid in bringing to a new high point 
national unity within both the 
sanctions-invoking nations and 
Italy. The united support of sanc- 
tions by the dominant sections of 
the bourgeoisie together with the 
leadership of the dominant work- 
ing class parties and organizations 
has meant In practice a coalition 
between the bourgeoisie' and the 
working class. The crucial result 
of sanctions, thus, from the point 
of view of the working class, has 
been the weakening of the position 
of the working class, a shift In the 
relationship of forces in favor of 
the bourgeoisie, a set-back to the 
revolution any struggle. 

In Italy, the policy of sanctions 
has played neatly into the hands 
of Mussolini. He has been able to 
direct the resentment of the mass- 
es away from the enemy at home, 
away from himself, the Fascist 
state and Italian finance-capital, to 
the "enemy abroad" — to the sanc- 
tionist nations and particularly to 
Great Britain. Thus the process 
of conscious class differentiation in 
Italy, which might well have gone 
on at a rapid rate during this per- 
iod, has had substituted for it a 
merging Into patriotic support of 
the nation — that is, support of the 
class enemy. 

Of even more importance. In the 
long run, is the degree to which 
sanctions bave aided in accomplish- 
ing national unity within France 
and Great Britain (the same pro- 
cess has of course occurred within 
the lesser nations). In Great Bri- 
tain, support of sanctions by the 
Labour Party and the Communist 
Parly identified these parties with 
the Conservative Party on the war 
question, which has been, of course, 
the decisive question. It was this 
which made possible the sweeping 
victory of Baldwin in the Novem- 
ber General Elections — Since, with 
the same policy on the crucial ques- 
tion, the Labour Party could not 
furnish effective opposition. It is 
this, moreover, which Is enabling 
Baldwin to carry through his arm 
anvnt program with hardly a voice 
raised loudly, and none corivinc- 
Irgsy. against It. 

The same developments have oc- 
curred In France. Laval, Sarrant, 
the Peoples Front, all united (or 
the I eagne and for sanctions — >-a m, 
of course, with suitable "modl'l -it- 
tions." And the effect h" -"<>ii 



Independent Action 

Secondly, the pro-sanctions pol- 
icy has sabotaged any effective in- 
dependent working class actions 
against the war. With their cus- 
tomary hypocrisy and cynicjgm, the 
Stalinist spokesmen Inform us that 
they are for both governmental 
and working class "sanctions" ; 
and that the latter are more "ba- 
sic." The C. I. "criticized" at 
length the British Labour Party 
because it advocated only govern- 
mental sanctions and neglected 
working class actions. But this is 
only rhetoric, only phrases to tem- 
per the social -patriotic wind. Gov- 
ernmental sanctions and indepen- 
dent working class "sanctions" do 
not supplement each other, as the 
Stalinists pretend, but contradict 
each other. The reason is easy to 
understand. Supporting governmen- 
tal sanctions is supporting the gov- 
ernment ; Independent working 
class actions are necessarily 'direct- 
ed against the government (the 
representative of the opposing 
class) and its policies. You can- 
not simultaneously fight with and 
against the government You can 
pretend to do so, in words, as the 
Stalinists do ; but the logic of facts, 
not phrases, governs your actions. 
And, as the last five months proves, 
the logic of facts prevented those 
who stood for governmental sanc- 
tions from organizing any signifi- 
cant working class actions. The 
contradiction is somewhat obscured 
in the Italy- Ethiopian conflict, 
where the working class is on the 
side of one of the contestants and 
against the other. It would be 
glaringly obvious in the more im- 
portant case of a conflict between 
two or more imperialist nations 
(e.g., France and Germany), where 
correct working class actions would 
have to be directed equally against 
all the contesting states, including 
the home government, but where 
any governmental sanctions would 
be directed against only one side. 
To carry out working, class ac- 
tions would have meant a consis- 
tent policy against the government, 
against the national state. Such 
a policy, though under the given 
conditions it too would doubtless 
have been unable to bring about 
peace and stop Italy's campaign, 
on the other hand would have act- 
ed in a maimer just the opposite 
of the pro-sanctions policy in its 
influence on the relationship of 
class forces: however unsuccessful 
it might have been "practically." 
It would have promoted the class 
differentiation, strengthened tbe 
Independent struggle of the work- 
ing class against the bourgeoisie, 
and hindered the building up ot 
national unity. It would have pro- 
vided the basis Tor agitation to 
dispel and not to consolidate illu- 
sions. In short. It would have been 
the foundation for revolutionary, 
and not for social -patriotic strate- 
gy. 

Weapon of Peace ? 

'What went wrong with sanc- 
tions?'' the -confused but sincere 
belli tver in sanctions asks himself, 
after reviewing the results ot the 
pro-sanctions policy. "Why didn't 
they work better?" 

If we begin reasoning from the 
belief that sanctions are a "weapon 
of peace," a "means for enforcing 
peace," then there is only one way 
to answer these questions. We 
must conclude that sanctions went 
wrong, that they didn't w<vk, he- 
"«» thev ~«r«»ij't <i f T n Tii"b 



because the policy of sanctions was 
not sufficiently vigorously and ex- 
tensively enforced. This is in fact 
the conclusion which the pro-sanc- 
tionists reach in trying to explain 
why sanctions have not worked in 
the Italian affair. 

Let us suppose, for a moment, 
that this is correct, and let us Im- 
<aigine that sanctions had been en- 
forced to the limit by the League 
nations. What would have followed 
from this? To be thoroughly "ef- 
fective," sanctions would have had 
to include embargoes on virtually 
every import to and export from 
Italy. But such embargees would 
have had to apply :o gf-ods to :ind 
from non-sanctions applying na- 
tions in order to accomplish their 
purpose. Thus, they could have 
been enforced only by a military 
and naval blockade (what diplo- 
mats have been calling "military 
sanctions"). But a military and 
naval blockade is an act of war, 
and must necessarily have led to 
armed retaliation by Italy, since 
the life of Italy as a nation would 
have been at stake, as well as re- 
tail iation by the non-sanction ist 
nations, whose sovereignty would 
be threatened by the blockade. 

We see, therefore, that a "fully 
effective" sanctions policy would— 
in this case as In any other — mean 
nothing else than war. The "peace 
policy" of sanctions turns out to 
be a war policy. The belief that 
sanctions are a means for enforc- 
ing peace thus puts us into a flat 
contradiction : peace can (be gen- 
uinely enforced only by war. The 
reason for this is, of course, that 
the original belief— that any be- 
lief which leads to a contradiction 
— Is false. Sanctions are not a 
means for enforcing peace. 

The only case in which this con- 
tradiction could be avoided would 
be if the interests of all nations in 
the world except the so-called "ag- 
gressor" (here Italy) were in har- 
mony. Then it might be possible 
to organize an unbroken front of 
embargoes against the "aggressor"; 
and the "aggressor," alone against 
the entire world, might well have 
to accede to world pressure with- 
out a fight. But this is not and 
cannot be true of the capitalist 
world, in which the interests of 
various nations and groups of na- 
tions are continuously in conflict. 
This might be the case in a World 
Federation of Socialist Republics; 
and "sanctions" might indeed be 
a means for enforcing peace if by 
chance threatened by a member of 
such a Federation. That, however, 
is a question not for the presenl 
but for the future. 

To believe that sanctions are a 
means for enforcing peace leads, 
then, to a contradiction. It makes 
it Impossible for us to understand 
sanctions in their true role, to in- 
terpret what actually has happened 
during the past five months, to ex- 
plain the realities of world politics. 
It leaves it inexplicable why sanc- 
tions of ai sort were applied in the 
case of Italy, but not In the case 
of Bolivia -Paraguay or of Japan 
In Manchuria, in both of which at 
least as good "legal" grounds ex- 
isted for appl;Hng them, it leaves 
unintelligible the anti-sanctionist 
position or Great Britain now In 
the Rhineland dispute. With re- 
spect to "peace," Great Britafn ,has 
had the saone outlook during all 
four of these occurrences — and yet 
only in one did she advocate sanc- 
tions. 



WORLD OF LABOR 



Stakhanov Campaign Gripped \>y Serious 
Crisis in tne Soviet Union 



i=:By JOHN G. WRIGHT; 



For months now the Stalinist 
press has been filled with ballyhoo 
for Stakhanovism. The February 
issue of the Communist Interantion- 
al boasts that: "The words 'Stak- 
hanovism' and 'Stakhanov methods' 
have become famous far beyond the 
confines of the first socialist state 
in the world.' 1 (p. 351) 

At the very height of this cam- 
paign, news comes from Moscow, 
as reported by Harold Denny in 
the New York Times, that: "Stak- 
hanovism has fallen hack so com- 
pletely in its birthplace that only 
one of thej many Donetz Basin coal 
mining units was not failing in its' 
production quota.'' (N. Y. Times, 
March 18.} 

The breakdown Is not limited to 
the coal industry. The situation 
is so serious that, according to 
Denny's dispatch, it "caused Com- 
munist party and government lead- 
ers to demand. . .that it (i. e. Stak- 
hanovism) be revived and strength- 
ened." 

Is Denny perhaps vilifying Stak- 
hanovism? Is there really a "break- 
down", and how serious is it? 

It is impossible as yet to gauge 
the situation fully, but sufficient 
facts are already available to en- 
able us to outline it. 

Tie introduction of what Denny 
calls the "Stakhanov speeding sys- 
tem" indubitably produced results 
at the outset. If we take the key 
steel and coal figures as the basis 
for a general orientation, we find 
that the output of steel increased 
from an average production of 36.5 
thousand tons in September to 38 
thousand tons In December; a like 
Increase was gained in the produc- 
tion of coal (the Donets Basin) 
which rose from the average dally 
output of 178.2 thousand .tons in 
September to 229 thousand tons In 
December. 



SPLIT IN THE SWEDISH C. P. 

The European press reports that 
a split has taken place in the Com- 
munist Party of Sweden (section 
of the Third International). 

A considerable section of the 
Swedish C.P. refused, it seems, to 
follow blindly the turn toward na- 
tional defense that was ratified by 
the Seventh Congres. The section 
that split has issued its own organ, 
"Proletarian Unity", in which it 
charges the Third International 
with having betrayed the revolu- 
tionary tradition of Leninism. / 

The splft In Sweden is the first 
open sign of the opposition that 
hae been rumored to be stirring in 
the ranks of the Comintern, since 
the "new turn'' was officially sanc- 
tioned six months ago. There are 
also continued rumors of a revolt 
in the Polish C.P. 

The Indications are that Stalin 
and his henchmen will not have In- 
ternally the same easy sailing with 
their latest turn as they had with 
ail the preceding zigzags. 

• • • 
BELGIUM 



The Real Meaning 

To explain the role of sanctions 
Intelligibly, we must first under- 
stand what they are. And if we 
understand this, we know that they 
ane not means for enforcing peace, 
but simply instruments of the pol- 
icies of the national governments 
which invoked them, or consider 
invoking them. We judge and ex- 
plain them, therefore, in the light 
of the whole policies of the given 
governments. For Great Britain 
and France, for example, they are 
part of the imperialist policies of 
two imperialist governments — that 
is. part of two war policies. For 
the Soviet Union, they are part of 
the world policy of Stalinism — of 
socialism in one country, preserva- 
tion of the international status quo, 
affd preparation for defense of the 
Soviet Union by alliance with cap- 
italist states. 

To understand sanctions in this 
manner— that is. as they are, not 
as pacifists and social -patriots 
dream of them — makes explicable 
what has actually happened, and 
the conificts that have arisen. 

In the Chaco War, the policies 
of France and Great Britain did 
not require any flirtation with sanc- 
tions. Indeed. Great Britain pre- 
ferred that the Chaco War should 
contluue, since Royal-Dutch -Shell 
had an important stake in the vic- 
tory of Paraguay. Sanctions were 
therefore never mentioned. Like- 
wise in the ease of the Japanese 
invasion of Manchuria. Here was ! 
a perfect legal instance for the ap- 
plication of sanctions. But France, 
and particularly Great Britain, 
saw nothing to be gained from the 
use of such a risky weapon. Their 
Imperialist Interests were not Im- 
mediately and directly affected to 
a sufficient degree. They conse- 
quently decided that tbe best 
'^means for enrbrclng peace" at 
that time was to do nothing open- 
ly, to carry on diplomatic "egotla- 
tions and financial transact! iw be- 
(CwrHnoed «n P»ee « 



These 'were, so to speak, the 
lOneymoon months of Stakhanovism. 
In January, we find the Steel pro- 
duction still increasing. It rises 
to an average daily production of 
42 thousand tons. But the figures 
for the coal industry already show 
a small but indubitable decrease. 
In January, the average daily out- 
put in the I>onbas region fell to 
223 thousand tons of coal. The 
February figures indicate a levelling 
off in the production ot steel, the 
industry apparently maintaining its 
January output of 42 thousand tons 
per day, while a further decline is 
indicated in the Donbas coal produc- 
tion (221 thousand tons of coal). 
The figures of the Second Five Year 
Plan call for a dally production of 
46 thousand tons of steel, and 230.1 
tons of coal from the Donetz basin. 
(The above figures have been aver- 
aged from the daily data published 
in Provda.) 



In short, instead of steadily In- 
creasing, the output is either re- 
maining stationary or declining. 
The question naturally arises how 
are we to reconcile these faets with 
the claims made by the Stalinists 
that the "Stakhanov movement en- 
sures a gigantic growth of the pro- 
ductivity of labor. . .* etc., etc. 
(Communist Int. Feb. 1936, p. 35). 
The answer is that the facts give 
the He to the Stalinist boasts. 

The inability to maintain levels 
already attained can signify only 
one thing: that the gains have been 
made not so much on tbe basis of 
a scientific ratioanliiation of ind- 
ustry as at the expense of an in- 
creased physoieal exertion on the 
part of the workers. The workers 
are unable to maintain the intense 
labor for more than a few weeks. 
Their physical exhaustion is refleet- 
ted in the declining output More- 
over, there are many signs that the 
workers are resisting the attempts 
of the bureaucracy to load an intol- 
erable burden on their shoulders. 
Born a few short months ago. Sta- 
knauovism already faces a crisis. 

The economic and cultural devel- 
opment of the IJ.S.S.R. is no longer 
compatible with the existence of a 
usurping, self-willed bureaucracy. 
This bureaucracy is now a brake 
tip on further development .and it 
must come into an ever greater con- 
flict with the Soviet proletariat. 
That Is the real meaning of the lat- 
est news from the Soviet Union. 



A Special Congress of the Bel- 
gian Labor Paity (P.O.B.) was 
held on February 22, for the pur- 
pose of ratifying the action of So- 
cialist Ministers who had previous- 
ly approved the military project of 
Duveze, as demanded by the French 
General Staff. 

These proposals of the Belgian 
War Department proved somewhat 
embarrasing to the Socialist Mini- 
sters in the coalition Government 
(They had entered into this coalition 
ministry with the understadlng that 
no matters relating to the army 
would he broached until after the 
next parliamentary elections; and 
they had been assured by the war 
ministry that the condition of na- 
tional defense was perfectly splen- 
did. 

Unforseen contingencies, however, 
suddenly compelled the* Minister of 
War to demand that the compulsory 
term of military service be extend- 
ed 6 months, that more millions 
be added to the army budget, and 
bo on, in order to guarantee "col- 
lective security." The embarrassed 
Socialst Ministers did not hesitate 
for a moment to vote in approval 
of these measures. But, of course, 
there still remained the task of 
swinging the trade unions solidly In 
line. A series of maneuvers and 
"discussions" followed, culminating 
In the Special Congress. 

It follows as a> matter of course 
that this Congress adopted a res- 
olution which admits "the possibil- 
ity of a defensive war "in certain 
circumstances." The resolution 
goes on to emphasize that such a 
defensive war In the International 
sphere "coincides with the struggle 
against Fascism." The P. O. B. 
went, of course, on record in favor 
of a collective security on the basis 
of the League Covenant for mutual 
aid. 

Vandervelde, who had "retired" 
from active service on account of 
his age, can still summon sufficient 
strength to remain true to. the be- 
trayal of 1914, in company with 
Messrs. Spaak, De Man and Co. 

Last January 25, Vandervelde 
celebrated his 70th birthday. On 
this haippy occasion ,the Soviet 
ambassodor to Belgium sent him a 
gift, no doubt In token of the fact 
that the preparation for the Second 
Imperialist War Is proceeding lull 
blast under the banner of the Sec- 
ond and Third Internationals. 

• * • 
STEEL FOR THE SLAUGHTER 

While the agents of the imperial- 
ists are mobilizing the cannon fod- 
der, the steel plants are working the 
world over to provide the ammuni- 
tion. 

In 1835, the world production of 
steel and oast iron was double that 
of the year 1932. 

The steel production of the United 
States has increased 31 % over that 
or 1934. Germany- has increased 
its production 36.5%* taking the 
lead in Europe. Czechoslovakia 
showed an increase of 22.8% ; Italy, 
18.6% ; England, ll.ft% ; Poland, 

8.9%. 

The rising tempo of the steel pro- 
duction reflects the speed with 
which the next world slaughter is 

ai:roaching. 
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WPAStrikc 
Sweeps Pa- 



GT. BRITAIN REARMS 



(Continued from Faff 1) 

present time the active head of the 
Pennsylvania Security League and 
has been organilzng workers on 
WPA projects. 

At a meeting of 2,500 project 
workers fn Allentown on "Wednes- 
day night, Sam Gordon, State Or- 
ganizer ot the Pennsylvania Unem- 
ployed League, denounced Mr. 
Jones' attack against Kauaehen- 
busch in scathing terms. 

"I do not share Mr. Rausehen- 
busch's political views," Mr. Gor- 
don said, "but Jones' propaganda 
against him is an attack against 
an organization of the unemployed. 
The Pennsylvania Unemployed 
League will stand shoulder to 
shoulder with the Pennsylvania 
Security League in the fight and 
backi it up to the limit against this 
underhanded and slanderous at- 
tack.'' He indicated that the or- 
ganizations represented in the 
Joint Action Committee would push 
irreconcilably for the ousting of 
Mr. Jones and presented a resolu- 
tion to this effect, which was en- 
dorsed by the 2,500 present in a 
rising vote without any opposition 
or abstentions. 

Mr. Jones' circular and Sam Gor- 
don's resolution follow below : 
Reply of Mr. Edward N. Jones 
"So Mr. RausehenDusch is back 
in town. 

"Isn't he the gentleman who un- 
dertook to smear the memory of 
Woodrow Wilson in the recent 
munitions investigation, and who 
let J. Plerpont Morgan emerge from 
the inquiry with one nice coat of 
whitewash? And the same person 
whom the Pinchots put on .the state 
payroll ? 

"Mr. Rauschenbuseh is, I under- 
stand, senior member of the firm of 
Rauschenbuseh and Ruttenberg. 
whose chief and only occupation is 
attempting to form a third polit- 
ical party in Pennsylvania^ 

'TRausehenbusch and Ruttenberg 
are quite put out because I will not 
instruct all WPA directors to com- 
pel all relief workers to join their 
outfit, which when completely or- 
ganized is to be transformed over- 
night into a third political party. 

From now on until after the No- 
vember election, I expect that WpA 
and my administration of WPA will 
be regularly blasted and denounced 
by such representatives of the Re- 
publican Old Guard and friends of 
the down trodden as M. Harvey 
Taylor, G. Mason Owlett and Gtff- 
ord Pinehot, and by the. firm of 
Rauschenbuseh and Ruttenberg, 
promoters of a third political party 
in the state of Pennsylvania. 

"Mr. Rauschenbuseh had nothing 
to do with the creation of WPA, 
whereover 300,000 jobless and 
destitute men and women have 
been given employment In Pennsyl- 
vania. 

"He had nothing to do with es- 
tablishing a security wage for 
these workers. 

"And so far as I am concerned 
neither Mr. Rauschenbuseh nor 
any other political gigolo is going 
to capitalize or cash in on this 
great enterprise, the sole credit for 
which belongs to President Frank- 
lin D. Roosevelt. 

"If Mr. Rauschenbuseh is so 
concerned over the lot of the relief 
worker, as he professes to be, I 
would like to ask him where he 
was when his friend and political 
god -father, Glfford Pinehot, was 
paying relief workers— not a secu- 
rity wage— but an hourly wage that 
amounted to, even when the sun 
shone regularly, $10 a month less 
than the lowest WPA security 
wage. 

"You may as well take off your 
whiskers, Mr. Rauschenbuseh. 
You're not fooling anyone. You're 
not interested in the lot of the re- 
lief workers. 

"You're just a would be political 
boss." 
Resolution Presented by Gordon 
Whereas Mr. Edward N. Jones, 
state WPA administrator, has 
used the WPA repeatedly as a 
political football against adver- 
saries, and 

Whereas: This is especially evi- 
dent from a circular Mr. Jones 
recently had distributed on the 
projects; said circular attacking 
one of the unemployed organiza- 
tions in the state, under the guise 
of a dispute with Mr. Stephen 
Rauschenbuseh, and 

Whereas: Mr. Jones has re- 
peatedly displayed a vicious antt-. 
labor attitude OTer since his ap- 
pointment as WPA director; 

Therefore, be it: Resolved that 
this mass meeting of 3,500, Allen- 
town project workers goes on rec- 
ord, demanding the immediate re- 
moval of Mr. Edward N. Jones 
from his post as WPA director. 



On Land, Sea, Air British Imperialism Girds 
Itself tor New War - While Workers Starve 



AN ALLY! 



By 1. C. 

LONDON, March 16.— The Brlt- 
fsh Government has rushed through 
Parliament a new plan for nation- 
al defense. Claiming that certain 
foreign powers are rapidly increas- 
ing their armed forces. The British 
ruling class has no intention of 
being left behind. _ The air force 
is to be increased by an additional 
1,750 first line areoplanes. The 
navy is to be strengthened by the 
building of two capital ships at a 
cost of 8 million pounds each and 
the cruiser strength is to be 
brought up to 70 modernized ships 
with air carriers. Four new army 
battalions arte to be raised and 
certain units are to be mechanized 
while a special drive is to be made 
for recruits for the Territorial 
Army (Citizens) . Industry is to 
be organized with the collabora- 
tion of the Trade Unions so that 
it can be converted from a com- 
mercial to a war basis at any given 
moment. A Minister of Defense has 
been appointed who is to supervise 
the working of the new plan and 
although the cost of the scheme is 
not known, it is hinted that a 3O0 
million pound loan for National 
Defense will be floated soon. 

1. War in the Air 
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During the last great world 
war, London and other British cit- 
ies were bombed by German Zep- 
pelins and areopianes and towards 
the end of the war, a specially or- 
ganized British air force bombard- 
ed German towns on the Rhine. 
These events marked the beginning 
of a revolution in the technique of 
modern warfare with the aeroplane 
supreme. Since then great pro- 
gress has been, made in the devel- 
opment of aerial bombing with re- 
sults entirely unfavorable to the 
British militarists. The insular 
position of Britain and the scat- 
tered Empire which used to be a 
great advantage in time of war 
has now become a heavy handicap. 
In a war with any Continental 
Power, London and the great in- 
dustrial centers would be an easy 
tairget for an attack by air. This 
is now clearly recognized — no less 
an authority than Sir Samuel 
HoaW, w'hen Secretary, of State 
of Air. stated that "London was, 
of all I lie great capitals in the 
world, most vulnerable to an air 
attack, owing to Its geographical 
situation." As to the method of 
attack, M. Pierre Cot, the former 
French Air Marshall, lias explained 
in the columns of the "Spectator," 
19'4 : "There are in existence in- 
cendiary bombs weighing a couple 
of pounds and sufficient to create 
a Are center. A single aeroplane 
can carry enough of these bombs 
to start in London more fire cen- 
ters than there would be the pos- 
sibility of coping with." 

Yet another form of attack is 
the dropping of gas bombs as de- 
scribed by Lord Halsbury; a chem- 
ist of government explosives, in 
the Daily Telegraph, 1834: "Lon- 
don could be kept in a lethal at- 
mosphere of gas up to a height of 
30 feet by the discharge of 40 tons 
of gas." To meet this rather 
gloomy outlook, the Government 
has carried out extensive air man- 
euvers with searchlights, anti-air- 
craft guns and gas dug-outs, as 
well as warning local authorities 
tG be prepared for gas drill. The 
lesults do not seem to ha,ve been 
Eavorable. however, an It now 
seems that there is no real defense 
from attacks from the air. 

Mr. Stanley Baldwin, the Prime 
Minister, speaking in the House of 
Commons on November 10, 1933. 
declared that attack was the only 
meBfns of defense in air warfare. 
"It is well for the man In the 
street to realize that there is no 
power on earth that can protect 
him from being bombed. Whatever 
people may tell him. the bomber 
will always get through. The only 
defense is in offensive, which means 
that you have got to kill women 
and children more quickly than the 
enemy if you want to save your- 
selves." Acting upon this dictum, 
the Air Defense League, a jingo 
propaganda body, carries on its 
work under the slogan: "Create a 
new winged army of British bomb- 
ers to smash the foreign hornets in 
their nests." The new Defense 
Plan Is an attempt to put these 
theories into practice by increasing 
the air force to a strength of 2,500 
additional airplanes with addition- 
al reinforcement from civil avia- 
tion. In this way British imperial- 
ism' hopes to get in the first blow. 

2. A Naval Dilemma 



The problem has given rise to 
a- series ot debates in the press be- 
tween the old naval school and the 
new. The modernists sweai by 
the seaplane and the old sea-dogs 
stick to the dreadnought. Thus the 
editor of the ''Army, Navy and 
Air Force Gazette,' in the issue for 
December, 1935, declares that the 
British government has wasted 
millions of pounds in building su- 
per-dreadnoughts which will be 
blown to smithereens by a few 
well-directed blows from the air 
or a few torpedoes from down be- 
low. 

To these charges, a correspond- 
ent signing himself "Navalis" re- 
plies with the following weighty 
arguments: "It would require 
about 7,000 freight-carrying areo- 
pianes to transport the same 
amount of wheat as one tramp 
steamer.. It follows, therefore, that 
the problem of feeding the country 
continues, and must continue, to 
lie in safeguarding the sea-trans- 
port of supplies — a naval problem. 
Furthermore, it is of little use for 
100 squadrons to fly to the Middle 
East in two days if when they get 
there their ground staffs, arma- 
ments, repair Installations, spare 
parts and machines, remain in 
England. All these things, amount- 
ing to many thousands of tons of 
materials can only be transported 
by sea." 



Other writers support theif case 
by pointing to the results of naval 
maneuvers where moving targets 
were eiiher easily hit from the air 
or completely missed, according to 
who is telling the tale. The Gov- 
ernment has chosen a middle 
course, and two dreadnoughts and 
seven cruisers with air-carriers has 
pleased neither the old school nor 
the new but probably the real 
problem will only be solved in the 
course of actual warfare which 
may not be so far distant as some 
people would have us" believe. 

3. Army Recruiting Revelations 

It was generally thought that the 
prevalence of unemployment and 
the intensive recruiting campaigns 
had increased the strength of the 
army but the parliamentary de- 
bates have revealed an entirely dif- 
ferent state of affairs. In the 
House of Commons, March 12, 1936. 
Mr. Duff Cooper, Secretary for 
War. was forced to admit that at 
the end of the year the Army wouid 
be 10,000 men under strength and 
the Territorial Army 40,000 men 
under strength and he argued that 
this was the result of an increase 
in employment and a higher living 
standard. This, of course, is a 
Tory Joke as unemployment figures 
have only decreased slightly and 
even then mostly by government 
manipulation while the 'standard of 
living has remained stationary. 



Our old friend, the editor of the 
"Army, Navy and Air Force Gaz- 
ette" let the cat out of the bag in 
his notes for February 1936: 

"Out of 79,903 men who pre- 
sented themselves for enlistment 
a total of 44,466 or 52 per cent 
had to be rejected on grounds of 
health. Most of these rejections 
would seetu to point to a too low 
standard of living, not in the 
sense of ao absence of luxury 
but of necessities and this is con- 
firmed by the large number of 
under-fed. There ts a deficiency of 
46,773 in the Territorial Army. 
Like everybody else the poten- 
tial recruit is convinced that war 
is a bad thing and the pacifists 
keep rubbing it in. The Govern- 
ment has taken measures to 
counter this propaganda." 
The said government now in- 
tends to get down to business, and 
special bounties and family allow- 
ances are being dangled in front of 
the workers. Press, cinema and ra- 
dio are to be brought into action 
and money prizes are offered for 
good recruiting suggestions by the 
"Daily Mail". Employers are asked 
to bring pressure upon their work- 
ers and if all these measures fail, 
then according to Lord Rothermere, 
"there is really nothing for it but 
military conscription." This is no 
doubt the real afm of the govern- 
ment which is moving cautiously. 

4. Industry and War 

In order to keep a modern war 
force supplied with food and arms, 
industry must be carried on upon a 
mass basis with centralized con- 
trol. To accomplish this, the De- 
fense Plan alma at negotiating a 
deal with certain firms not now on 
war work, while it is hinted that 
armament trusts will be asked to_ 
cooperate with a Minister for Mun- 
itions. Skilled labor is to be di- 
luted with drafts of unemployed 
apprentices with the permission of 
the trade union officials who are 
said to be quite ready to strike a 
bargain with the Government and 
risk the protests of the rank and 
file. 

During the last war, workshop 
committees sprang to life upon the 
Clyde, the Midland and in South 
Wales and they wrought great hav- 
oc with all such state schemes. The 
ruling class have cot forgotten this, 
however, and they hope to draft 
their munition works away from 
these storm centers and also to 
pick their men from the ranks of 
the demoralized sections of the un- 
employed. There is no real enthu- 
siasm for war amongst the British 
masses, and with catastrophe loom- 
ing near, a tremendous ferment is 
taking place within all groups and 
parties. The Government will no 
doubt steam-roller through its plan 
but if war comes British capital- 
ism will be in serious danger. 



C.P, Supports Cardenas of 

Mexico; He Calls Troops 

Against Peasants 

March 25. — President Lazaro 
Cardenas of Mexico today ordered 
all provincial governors and mili- 
tary commanders to take steps 
agajfnst attempts of land workers 
to occupy large estates. The presi- 
dent's order followed recent seiz- 
ures of land, the most notable re- 
cent case being the occupation of 
an estate belonging to former pres- 
ident Calles, the workers seizing 
it announcing that they would make 
it into a Workers' Home. They 
were driven off by government 
soldiers. 

In an interview in the Daily 
Worker of March 24 Hernan La- 
borde, secretary of the Communist 
party of Mexico, said : 

"The position of the Communist 
Party of Mexico is to support the 
government of President Carden- 
as because it is a progressive, 
nationalistic government, because 
it is anti-reactionary and opposed 
to the penetration of imperialism, 
and because it is trying to sup- 
port itself upon the mass of the 
people for the defense of the in- 
terests of the nation. This gov- 
ernment, while fighting reaction 
and resisting the pressure of for- 
eign capital, gives to the people 
and particularly to the proleta- 
riat and its party, the Commu- 
nist Party, liberty of action nec- 
essary for the forwardnig of the 
Mexican national revolution, to 
its ultimate triumph, to the liber- 
ation of the country today dom- 
inated by foreign capital, to the 
liquidation of ,,the> hereditary, 
semi-feudal land-holdings — creat- 
ing these conditions necessary for 
the transition from a nationalis- 
tic, democratic, anti-imperialist 
revolution to the proletarian rev- 
olution." 



Why the Czechs 
Had to Eat Crow 



Five Months of Sanctions 



Britain has always pinned her 
faith In a large navy and, at the 
present time, the British fleet is 
probably first in the world so far 
as numbers are concerned, but the 
change in the methods of naval 
warfare has created a division in 
the ranks of the experts. In order 
to hold the Empire in time of war, 
the navy must be in a position to 
freely poliee the seas and as the 
food supply of Britain as well as 
raw materials come from the far 
corners of the eamh. The danger 
from Submarines and hostile air- 
craft needs no exaggeration. 



(Continued from Page 3) 

hind the scenes, and to strengthen 
the fortifications at Hongkong and 
Singapore. They left it to the 
United States Secretary of State, 
Stimson, to express "world indig- 
nation against the aggressor" by 
his blundering and meaningless 
'non-recognition policy." 

But the Italian preparations for 
the conquest of Ethiopia placed 
both France and Great Britain in 
dilemmas. If Italy, acting alone, 
won undisputed sway over Ethio- 
pia, She would threaten the Brit 
ish Empire lines of communica- 
tion, the headwaters of the Nile, 
and Egypt On the other hamd, if 
Ethiopia defeated the Italian le- 
gions or even resisted too strongly, 
there would be repercussions ad- 
verse to the British rulers among 
the native populations of the Brit- 
ish colonies. Consequently, what 
Great Britain wanted in the Ethi- 
opian matter was "neither peace 
nor war. 1 ' The needed a deal— a 
deal which would have given Italy 
what Italy could not do without, 
but would not involve too much 
fighting, and would leave Ethiopia 
not unrestrictedly under Italian 
rule, but in part at least under a 
more "international" control — that 
is, a control which would not put 
the British lines ot communication 
and the Nile too easily at Italy's 
mercy. Naturally, Great Britain 
was not concerned over the fate of 
the Ethiopians. 

Great Britain, for the past year, 
has consistently aimed toward such 
an end. Through the League, aji 
offer along these lines was made to 
Italy last summer— but this offer 
could not satisfy Mussolini's inter- 
nal requirements. He needed a 
war. A half -waff and muddled 
sanctions policy was adopted after 
the fighting started, in order to 
keep the dfspute within an inter- 
national framework. Then the 
Hoare-Laval proposal revived the 
summer plan ; its announcement 
was premature, but it paved the 
way. Now, reports indicate that 
the Rhineland crisis will be utilized 
to clean up sanctions, and At th- 
whole Ethiopian question ' up in " 
Franco-British-' t n't-" ™i~i->~' 



France's dilemma was equally 
puzzling. She waa quite willing for 
Mussolini to go ahead, since her 
own interests were not affected, 
and had told him so in the early 
part of 1935. But France also 
wished to keep the friendship of 
Great Britain and the League pro- 
cedure, as useful instruments 
against the eventualities of Hitler's 
policy. France was forced, there- 
fore, to go along part way with 
Greart Britain in the Ethiopian 
question. But her influence was 
exerted chiefly to aid the projected 
deal, and to keep the application 
of sanctions from getting too ex- 
tensive or serious. Flandin now is 
Jumping the gun, and in his March 
20 speech to the Chamber has 
hailed the early cancelling of 
sanctions. 

The Soviet TJnion pursued the 
only "consistent" sanctions policy. 
Frantically striving to maintain the 
status quo as long as possible, and 
to prepare for war with Hitler, it 
put its money on the League, and 
on friendship . with France and 
Great Britain. Thus, for public 
purposes, it spoke most loudly of 
all, for the League, and in favor 
Of peace and international security ; 
ajnd meanwhile played in actuality 
the sanctions game as the compro- 
mise between France and Great 
Britain decided. During the past 
two months, the Stalinist press 
has conveniently allowed the ques- 
tion of sanctions to slip out of 
sight, in deference to France's 
wishes, and in order to get through 
the ratification of the Franco- So- 
viet Pact. Litvinov is now in a 
position to allow the whole mat- 
ter, with a suitable rhetorical flour- 
ish, to be dropped. After all, what 
are 11.000,000 savages compared to 
a military alliance with French 
imperialism? We cannot allow Uto- 
pian Ideals to stand in the way of 
realistic defense of the Workers' 
Fatherland. 

Meanwhile, as Selden, The Times 
London correspondent, remarked a 
few days ago, Ethiopia, in the f"C" 
of the new complications, like 
Moses in the bullrushes. has been 
forgotten by all but God. 

In this manner baa t*" ""•'- 



of sanctions served the cause of 
peace and the defense of the op- 
pressed. Imperialism has made its 
«acrlfl<£s, but has not gone upi- 
rewairded. Great Britain would 
have preferred no trouble at all. 
However, since trouble could not 
be altogether avoided. Great Brit- 
ain has been able to keep strings 
on Italy, and has laid the basis for 
a settlement within an interna- 
tional framework which will not 
be too threatening to imperial in- 
terests. Meanwhile British troops 
have cleared up awkward resulting 
situations in India and Egypt (Lit- 
vinov somehow forgot to suggest 
sanctions against Great Britain for 
its treatment of the Egyptian stu- 
dents and the border tribes in In- 
dia). France, by throwing first oil 
and then political monkey wrench- 
es into the sanctions machinery, 
has managed to keep friendly with 
Italy while at the same time not 
breaking with Great Britain. If 
she has been having certain diffi- 
culties in Syria, we must observe 
that she has the mission of pre- 
serving peace within her own do- 
minions as well as in Ethiopia. 
Litvinov ha,s kept in the good 
graces of his imperialist colleagues, 
built up sentiment against Ger- 
many, and secured the ratification 
of the Franco-Soviet Pact If, in 
the affair, Soviet diplomacy has 
acted almost exclusively as the 
pawn first of British and then of 
French imperialism, we must re- 
member that it is only Trotskyites 
and such-like counter-revolutionists 
who believe that the dictatorship 
should put its reliance on the in- 
ternational proletariat and the ex- 
tension of the October revolution. 
The realists of the Kremlin know 
that the choice now is not between 
socialism and capitalism but be- 
tween democratic imperialism and 
fascist imperialism — and that we 
had better take the former and 
like It, even if it leads next month 
to the latter. 

Imperialism has found the pol- 
icy of sanctions useful enough for 
one stage of its deepening game. 
And in that stage, the policy of 
sanctions has served imperialism 
sufficiently well. It is, after all, 
only the position of the internation- 
al working class that the. policy of 
sanctions has injured. And this 
would hardly be of central con- 
cern to the imperialists themselves 
or to their social-patriotic agents, 
who must more rapidly make ready 
to turn the workers over to the war 
machine. 

But the stage in which sanctions 
have been useful is dropping be- 
hind. The re- militarization of the 
Rhineland calls for new answers 
to new problems. The naked bones 
of the entire League structure 
stand more rudely revealed by the 
gesture of the Nazi troops. France 
complains over England's t reach- 
en- in refusing sanctions now when 
she forced France into them 
against Italy. Litvinov indignant- 
ly protests the violation of the 
sanctity of treaties (alas, the mor- 
als of imperialism!). And Great 
Britain desperately maneuvers to 
maintain the precarious balance a 
little longer, before the clouds 
burst wide open. 



In preparation for 
Party Congress of the Communist 
Party of Czechoslovakia, official 
Stalinism in the person of Klemens 
Gottwald demonstratively expels 
the anti-Leninist deviation of the 
Czech party out the front door, 
only to immediately smuggle it in 
again through the rear entrance. 

This public absolution is neces- 
sitated by "the fact that it (the 
C.P.) neglected the concrete fight 
for the concrete rights and de- 
mands of the people against the 
present regime brought them, in 
the eyes of the masse.8, dangerous- 
ly near to this regime." (Rude 
Pravo, Feb. 13.) 

The foreign policy of the Stalin 
bureaucracy cannot be carried out 
in the grossly social-chauvinist 
manner that has distinguished it 
for the past eight months, because 
these methods do not sufficiently 
hoodwink the Czech masses, and 
enable the party to carry out its be- 
trayal under a safely red-dipped 
cloak. This is what Gottwald 's 
reprimand tells the Czechoslovak- 
ian section. 

He warns that "to approve the 
armament policy which is being 
carried on by the present govern- 
ment and even to call for increased 
armtements is perfectly incorrect 
and impermissible from the stand- 
point of the workers. Nevertheless 
this Is what happened." To put it 
bluntly, what is not "perfectly in- 
correct and impermissible'' from 
the standpoint of the party leader- 
ship {else there would have been 
no months of trial to test its effect) 
has proved to be too gross a be- 
trayal in the eyes of the class-con- 
scious workers who must be subtly 
brought into line and kept there! 
Social Patriotism with a Vengeance 

The mentor quotes : 

'■No honest working man and wo- 
man in the Republic is today 
against the army and against arm- 
aments. The army deserves the 
best and we must arm ! Let us all 
advance with weapons in hands 
against the fascists who threaten 
us. And we desire that there shall 
be as many of these weapons as 
possible, and that they should be 
the best ! 
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'iThe Minister of National De- 
fense brought forward in the De- 
fense Committee the program of 
material demands of the army ad 
ministration. These demands are 
numerous, but they are necessary ! 
Now if there were no profits which 
the big armament manufacturers 
pocket then the army would have 
two guns Instead of one which the 
(patriotic Chechoslovakian armam- 
ent factories deliver; instead of one 
aeroplane, two ; instead of one ma- 
chine-gun. two. . . . 

"Everyone: the workers, the 
small traders, peasants, civil serv- 
ants, officials must make sacrifices 
for the army. They will also sacri- 
fice their lives in war. But they 
want to have the guarantee that 
nobody pockets hundreds of millions 
out of their hard sacrifices." 

Gottwald comments on the above 
quotation : 

"Nobody would believe, unless he 
saw it wth his own eyes, that such 
a statement could appear in a Com- 
munist paper. Nevertheless that is 
what appeared in the 'Rude Pravo', 
central orgaji of the Party, on 
November 27, 1935. The writer of 
the above-quoted article is obvious- 
ly an alien element, hostile to the 
proletariat and the Party. It Is 
true that in other statements of the 
Patfty it did not come to such fright- 
ful distortions of the class princi- 
ples of the Party. But the fact 
that the originator of such a mon- 
strous statement was not ruthless- 
ly driven out of the Party as an 
agent of the class enemy. Immedi- 
ately after its appearance, shows 
that there was no clear, consistent 
bolshovist attitude in the Party to 
the question of the army." 
What Is Monstrous? 

Now let us recapitulate. Last 
summer we quoted Thorez, leader 
of the French C. P., as saying that 
''it would be monstrous to consider 
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the country of socialism, the coun- 
try of the working class." We in- 
sisted on the contrajy that the 
formulation of Thorez itself was 
' 'monstrous". (New Militant Au- 
gust 10, 1035) Now Gottwald states- 
that a formulation of position akin 
to that of Thorez (assuming the 
non-imperialist character of a na- 
tion in war purely on the basis of 
its alliance with the Soviet Union, 
without regard to the nature Of the 
government in control) is — mon- 
strous- But as we shall see a little 
further on, Gottwald is worried not 
about the monstrous content, but 
about the monstrous form in which, 
the betrayal is put before those 
who must be hoodwinked. What 
ie needed are not "frightful dis- 
tortions" but distortions that can, 
be put across in an acceptable form. 
Gottwald's Quick-Change Act 
Having accomplished the public 
renunciation, the mentor now pulls 
a quick-change act, and ushers in 
the culprit disguised in carefully 
retouched falseface. 

"No. the toiling people can only 
trust the army to a government 
which is a real people's government. 
Is, however, the present coalition 
government in Czechoslovakia such 
a government? By no means, every- 
body knows this." 

"Everybody knows" ; "in the eyes 
of the masses"; "from the stand- 
point of the workers" ; "nobody 
would believe"; "obviously an alien 
element" ; "great confusion in the 
minds of many workers" : these 
phrases are the touchstones of the 
present revision of the party's at- 
titude, and show clearly \to those 
who are alert how the Stalinist 
Party turns its eyes to the masses 
—to mislead them better! 

And the proposal for supporting 
the building of the army under a 
**real people's government", mind 
you, is made after the forced ad- 
mission that "the bourgeois army 
remains a bourgeois army and an 
instrument of suppression wielded 
by the bourgeoisie even when the 
government is a non -fascist bour- 
geois government, which may even 
include Socialists, and that there- 
fore the working class cannot grant 
the means for armaments to such a 
government if it is not willing to 
betray its own class interests.'' 
(Rude Pravo, Feb. 13; Daily 
Worker, March 8). 

Why the New Shift? 
Two factors probably explain the 
new shift in the party line. The 
first is, of course, the discontent 
of an unstated number of rank-and 
-file Czech workers, as indicated in 
Gottwald's text. The second is a 
sinister undercurrent that Moscow 
must have sensed even prior to 
Hitler's occupation of the Rhine re- 
gion, the pressure being put upon 
France to loosen its ties and the 
ties of its tool, Czechoslovakia, 
with the Soviet Union, and move 
closer to the united front with Ger- 
many and her friends, against the 
Soviet Union. The Stalin regime, 
clutching after the will -o- the -wisp 
of' status quo, fears the possibility 
of fascism in the nations at present 
allied with it, and evidently has 
found a too subservient policy to- 
ward them by the sections of the 
Comintern a guarantee that is. 
alarmingly insufficient. As Gott- 
wald points out, the Czechoslovak- 
Ian government "did nothing what- 
ever against the fascists and to 
extend democratic rights, on the 
contrary, it bargained and is bar- 
gaining with the fascist reaction,; 
it went and is going still further 
to the right. And we have express- 
ed confidence in this government 
by voting for these two budget 
items (Foreign Ministry and So- 
cial Welfare). What else is that 
but to tie one's hands ,to abandon 
an Independent policy and to con- 
fuse the masses?" 

The policy of the "lesser evil", 
which is still continued under a 
different form- in the new -'change" 
of line, may well prove disastrous 
for the future of socialism, even 
r or "socialism in one country." 
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Trotsky on 
Ihe *l«ilin 
In ter view 

WHAT DOES THE EXPERIENCE WITH MONGOLIA 

TEACH? 
TN STALIN's interview with Roy Howard, the most important 
■*- thing from a practical standpoint is the warning that the military 
intervention of the U.S.S.R. is inevitable in the event of an attack 
by Japan on the Mongolian People's Republic. Is this warning cor- 
rect in the main? In our opinion, jm. It is correct not only because 
m question here is the defense of a weak state against a predatory 
imperialist beast-for if this alone were the guiding consideration, 
the U.S.S.R. would be constantly at war with all the imperialist 
countries of the world. The Soviet Union is too weak for such a 
task, and in this weakness, we might immediately add, lies the only 
justification for the "pacifism" of its Government. 

But the question of Mongolia is a question of the most immedi- 
ate strategical position of Japan in the war against the US.S.R. 
In this domain the limits of retreat must be resolutely fixed. 

A few years ago the Soviet Union surrendered to Japan the 
Chinese Eastern railway, a position also of extreme strategic impor- 
tance. At the time this action was acclaimed by the Communist In- 
ternational as a voluntary expression of pacifism. As a matter of 
fact, it was an act of compulsion due to weakness. The Comintern 
had ruined the Chinese revolution of 1925-1027 by its policy of the 
"National Front." This untied the hands of the imperialists. By 
surrendering an extremely important strategical line, the Soviet 
Government thereby facilitated for. Japan her seizures in Northern 
China and her present assaults against Mongolia. It should now be 
clear even to the blind that abstract pacifism was not involved in the 
surrender of the railway (if that were really the case, it would have 
been merely an act of stupidity and betrayal); an unfavorable 
relation of forces : the Chinese revolution had been annihilated, while 
the Red Army and the Red Fieet were not ready for the struggle. 

Now, the situation has so obviously improved, in a military sense, 
that the Soviet Government considers it possible' to resort to a cate- 
gorical veto on the question of Mongolia. We can only welcome the 
strengthening of the position of the U.S.b.R. in the Far East, as well 
as the more critical attitude on the part of the Soviet Government 
toward the ability of Japan, torn by contradictions, to wage a major, 
protracted war. It should be pointed out that the Soviet bureaucracy 
while it is very bold toward its own toilers, easily falls into a panic 
when faced with imperialist opponents: the petty-bourgeois is un- 
ceremonious when dealing with the proletarian, but stands ever in 
awe of the big bourgeois. 

The official formula of the foreign policy of the U.S.S.R., widely 
advertised by the Comintern, reads as follows : "We do not seek an 
inch of foreign soil, neither will we surrender an inch of our own." 
Yet, in the question of Mongolia, the defense of "our own soil" is 
not involved at all: Mongolia is an independent state. The defense 
of the revolution, as this small example shows, is not reducible to the 
defense of the frontiers. The true method of defense consists in 
(Continued on Page 3) 
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"Our standing here is no accident. Our conviction is the result of 
the Inner logic of the class struggle. But the same class struggle 
that results in our conviction wiB some day generate an Irresistible 
wave that will sweep away forever what this court and state repre- 
sents. With this knowledge we can face our sentences confidently; 
we know that the future belongs to us." 

In the Sacramento courtroom a year ago Norman Mini stood erect 
and uttered these bold anil memorable words to the judge who was 
about to sentence him on the charge of "criminal syndicalism." He 
and his fellow prisoners were, in reality, being punished for their 
activities in the strikes of the California agricultural workers of 
1933-1934. All eight were given indeterminate sentences of from one 
to fourteen years. 

The Sacramento defendants have been behind the bars now .for a 
full year. Mini has borne the ordeal of imprisonment, of deadening 
routine, and of bark -breaking toil in the jute mill with the same reso- 
luteness ami cheerfulness that has animated all his actions in the class 
struggle 

This week (he victims of the Sacramento conspiracy are to come 
before the State Parole Board for a definite determination of their 
sentences. The fate hangs in the balance of California class justice. 

The National Sacramento Appeal Committee, which has worked 
tirelessly on Mini's case since it was organized 1 on the inif lative of the 
Non-Partisan Labor Defense last August, has been conducting a na- 
tional campaign to enlist labor and liberal support behind its efforts 
to exert pressure upon the Board to set the sentences at the mini- 
mum. It has succeeded in mobilizing broad sections of organized 
labor behind the case perhaps the most powerful and representative 
support in any labor defense case of recent years. 

Over a dozen international unions of the A. F. of L., among them 
the Amalgamated Clothing Workers, the I. L. G. W. U., the Mine, 
Mill, and Smelter Workers, the United Texti'e Workers; half a hun- 
dred Central Labor Councils throughout the country; numerous local 
unions and worker's organizations, and a host of prominent labor, in- 
tellectual, and liberal leaders have signed resolutions endorsing the 
work of tlie Committee and petitions cabling for a reversal of the 
■verdicts and a setting of the minimum sentence for the defendants. 

The voice of organized labor and of liberal sentiment has spoken 
out in behaBf of the Sacramento prisoners. Their demands have been 
brought to the attention of the Parole Board, it remains to be seen 
.whether it will heed these demands when it meets this week-end. 

Whatever the decision, on this first anniversary of their prison 
terms, the Worker's Party sends' fraternal greetings to the Sacra- 
mento defendants and renews its pledge of solidarity with comrade 
Norman Mini, It calls upon all its members to continue their sup- 
port of the National Sacramento Appeal Committee, which will not 
cease until Mini is released from San Quentin, cleared of the criminal 
syndicalist charge, and allowed to rejoin the ranks of the revolution- 
aries for whom his heroic conduct has been so inspiring an example. 



Nippon Gov'* Driving 

Toward Open Outbreak 

In Mongolia 

A three- day pitched battle be- 
tween Mongolian and Manehukuo- 
Japanese forces in the Lake Bor 
region on the Outer Mongolian bor- 
der brought the ever-latent Soviet- 
Japanese tension boiling once more 
to the surface this week. 

Despatches from Ulan Bator, the 
Mongol capital, to Moscow, de- 
scribed a battle in which tanks, 
planes, armored cars and machine 
guns were brought into play. Sev- 
eral hundred men were engaged on 
both sides in the fight, which ended 
with the expulsion of the invading 
Ma nchukuo- Japanese troops. Mos- 
cow reports following the battle 
stated that additional Japanese re- 
inforcements were being rushed t» 
the battle area. 

As has become customary during 
this lengthening and sharpening 
series of border clashes, Japanese 
sources have given a directly op- 
posite version of events, invariably 
charging Mongol invasions of Man- 
ehukuo territory. 

Japan Provokes Incidents 
In fact the Japanese- Manchukuo 
forces have provoked these border 
skirmishes by claiming for them- 
selves territory which has always 
been recognized as being well with- 
in the Mongolian frontier. Marcl 
ing into what they claim is their 
own territory, the invaders natural- 
ly meet with the Mongol guards wlm 
have in almost every case forced 
the invaders to retire. 

Again, as usual, Tokyo disclaims 
knowledge of the activities of the 
Imperial Kwantung Army (Japan's 
mainland force), a convenient for- 
mula which enables the military t 
proceed with carefully planned pro 
vocative attacks at the border de- 
signed to test the Soviet defenses. 

Last winter the Kwantung Army 
wanted to know whether the Soviet 
Union would assume responsibility 
for the defense of Outer Mongolia. 
It staged a whole series of attacks 
in the Lake Bor area to And out. 
The result was a flat declaration 
of warning from Moscow that it con 
sidorod the defense of Outer Mongo- 
lia indispensable to its own defense. 
Diplomatic negotiations then en- 
sued and the border provocations 
abruptly ceased. 

In the interval occurred »hc 
bloody Tokyo events of Feb. 26. 
Through what appeared to be a re- 
treat of the military elements, the 
army in (act emerged from the con. 
msed days of the attempted coup 
il'etat with its hand enormously 
strengthened, its financial and po- 
litical demands entirely accepted 
by the new premier, Koki Hirota. 
Hirota's Policies 
The policies announced by Hirota, 
the new effort to arrive at some 
kind of "understanding'' with Groat 
Urifain and the United States with 
reference to spheres of influence in 
the Far East (there were reports 
that actual negotiations to this end 
have already been initiated) vepre 
sent another step on the stead.s 
path Japan is treading toward 
inevitable drive against the Sovic 
I'nion. 

The advent of Hirota meant r 
strengthening and extension of 
Japan's military forces and an effort 
to bring an end to Japan's diplo- 
matic isolation. 

Hitler's march info the Rhine 
and the complete success of his 
maneuver showed Japanese imperi 
nlism that it need not slacken it-* 
pace but hasten it. Britain's sup 
port of Hitler and the consequent 
disrupt inn of France's care.nlly-laii: 
chain of alliances, in which the 
Soviet Union had become a link 
created a situation in Europe ex- 
tremely dangerous, even critical, fo>- 
the Soviet I'nion. Japanese imperi- 
alism proceeds uit that basis to new 
provocations on the U.S.S.H.'s eas- 
tern borders, growling louder and 
more boldly the threat of war. 
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French G 
Jails Zeller, 
Youth Leader 

ZclUr is 2nd Arrested 

Ai Capitalists Prepare 

For War 



New Support 
For Newsmen 



MILWAUKEE, Wis. Mar. 31— 
Heartened by fresh evidence of 
widespread support, the Milwaukee 
Newspaper Guild Tuesday pressed 
forward with increased determina- 
tion in its strike against the Hearst 
-owned Wisconsin News for recog- 
nition of the guild as a collective 
bargaining agent for the underpaid 
News strikers. The strike is now in 
its seventh week. 

The Midwest District Guild, 
meeting over the week-end at Chi- 
cago, adopted a resolution heartily 
endorsing the strike and promising 
(Continued on Page 2) 



A foretaste of bow democratic 
France will be in a war with Fas- 
cist Germany Is to be had In the 
arrest of the editor of Revolution 
(Fred Zeller), who according to 
press reports has been Indicted for 
urging fraternization of French and 
German soldiers on the Rhine end 
thereby "inciting to disobedience 
and anarchy." 

With war hovering closer than 
ever, the French bourgeoisie made 
the utmost use of Hitler's occupa- 
tion of the Rhineland to blur elass 
lines at home, to squeleh all dis- 
content among the working class 
under the chimera of "national uni- 
ty" against the foreign "aggressor 
Sarraut, the "Radical," at the heln 
of the government has been able to 
play this game successfully only h 
cause of the willing cooperation 
of the Front Populaire. Like over- 
primed actors, the leaders of t 
Socialist and Communist parties 
leap to the stage in response to 
any noise that sounds like their cue 
and declaim their social-patriotic 
roles. 
••I'nion of the French Nation" 
So shameless have the Stalinists 
become that they vie with the re- 
actionaries and the Fascists in ap- 
plause for the jingo speeches of 
Sflrrant in the Chamber of Depu-. 
tie"; on the Rbineland crisis. In 
I'llomaiiite they echo his cry ; 
''Union of the French nation for 
peace." This, of eourse, is not the 
peace of the victorious socialist 
proletariat. It is the robber peace 
of Versailles which they declare 
approvingly, was safeguarded when 
the ". . . French government streng- 
thened its line of fort i Ilea tions in 
the East." 

Though a furious debate rages 
in the press between the right and 
the "left" as to who serves best 
the cause of national unity, they 
are ail united on one thing : the 
danger of having revolutionists at 
liberty, free to point out the real 
cause and nature of capitalist wars, 
to expose the predatory designs of 
the capitalist class and to arouse 
the working class against it as the 
real enemy which mnst be defeated 
by revolutionary struggle. 

The Sarraut government, support- 
ed by the votes — or at the worst 
the abstentions — o; the Stalinists 
and Socialists in parliament, 
cracked down upon Revolution, or- 
gan of the Fottrtii International is! '•. 
betitase it broke the common front 
of treachery in their appeal to i!-c 
■■iiirltcrs peasants and soldiers u.' 
France. (Printed in tit: 1 last issue 
nf the NEW MILITANT.) 

The arrest and indictment of Zel- 
ler presages the iury of the repres 
.-ion once war actually begins and 
indicates that its most vehement 
sponsors will be found in Stalinist 
circles. But to the Bolshevik- Len- 
inists and the revolutionary Social- 
ist Youth it will come neither a;< a 
surprise nor a* a first experience; 
ihey have felt the heavy hand of 
the capitalist terror in their strug- 
gle against Fascism. 

The Case of Levacque 
Levacqne, a member of the Cen- 
tral Committee of the J S.R. has 
been behind prison bars for mor 
than two months, without indict- 
ment and denied release on uail, 
for his courageous activity against 
the Fascist and Toyalist bands His 
case will serve to illustrate how 
the People's Front paralyzes the 
resistance of the workers to Fascism 
by signing reconciliation pacts with 
the Croix de Feu on the one hand 
and persecuting revolutionists who 
battle against it, on the other. 

Levacque's arrest grew out of 
incidents surrounding the assault 
of the royalist, Maurras, of the Ac- 
tion Franchise, on Leon Blum, lead 
er of the S.F.I.O. This attack 
aroused great indignation among 
the Parisian workers and on the 
same night in many parts of the 
city they proceeded to punish the 
ascists and royalists without wait- 
ing for the inevitable "don't-be-pro. 
voked" orders of the People's Front. 
(Continued from Page 2) 



Militants Sweep iV. Y. 
Socialist Primaries 



Full details of the results of the New York primaries are not yet 
known to as as we go to press. Bat the contest wtncti has aroused 
the greatest Interest in labor ranks — the dispute between the candi- 
dates of the Old Guard and those of the Left wing MiBfcante— is at 
neady obviously decided ' in what amounts to a sweeping- victory 
throughout the state for the latter group. It elected the overif hehning 
majority of its candidates, not only to New York City but also *up 
state." 

The victory of the Left wing cannot but meet with gistifleatton 
on the part of every progressive worker who has followed the Intensely 
Important Internal struggle in the Socialist party. 

The Old Guard had at its disposal, in the present contest, not only 
a crew of experienced' old line politicians, hut the support of the 
powerful institutions of the conservatives. In addition. Its slate was 
vigorously advocated by the only daily "Socialist" paper in the East, 
the reactionary Jewish Daily Forward, with a large circulation, as 
well as by the English-language organ of the conservatives, the 
New Leader. 

Fdr a press, the Militants had only their weekly Socialist Call. 
In addition, the Left wing had far inferior financial resources. All 
this was, however, offset by the enthusiastic support given the Mili- 
tants by the rank and Ale of the Party and the Young People's Social- 
ist League, who made up for the handicaps by their loyal -activity. 

The results of the primary elections furnish ample evidence of 
the healthiness of the break between the Militants and the discredited 
Old Guard. It is now quite clear that the Socialist workers, including 
the enrolled voters, are ready to support a Left wing movement, 
particularly when the "prominent" and "respectable" fossils of con- 
servatism have broken from the party. 

The Old Guard built its whole campaign around a Red scare 
against the Left wing. The letter was labelled "communist," *Trot- 
skyist" and "insurrectionist." But the barrage of the Right wing was 
of no avail. In point of fact, its campaign was actually a boomerang 
against it. 

The vote showed that the radical and Socialist worfeers want a 
rigorous, militant, revolutionary party, and have only contempt for 
"Red scares. '» They are relieved at the sight of the decrepit Old 
Guard separating from the party and thus taking a millstone off its 
necj*. 

Finally, the primary e'ections reveal once more the truth of the 
good old principle: the way to meet the onslaughts of conservatives 
and reactionaries is not to be apologetic in defense of one's militant 
or revolutionary position, not to be on tlie defensive, not to try to cover 
it up with "respectable" phrases — but rather to pat it forth more 
boldly, more clearly and consistently. 

The extent of the victory of tlie Left wing in these primaries may 
be accounted! for, basically, by the extent to which it maintained such 
a course. Its continued advance in a progressive direction depends 
essentially upon grasping this lesson and carrying it uncompromisingly 
into action. 



Mass Reply 
to New Gov't 
WPA Slash 
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Trial 
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CroppersAid 
Group Forms 

A united front Defense Commit- 
tee has been formed to undertake 
the defense of members of the 
Southern Tenant Farmers' Union 
who have been jailed for offenses 
ranging from "obstructing the side- 
walk" to "assault with intent to 
kill' as a result af their effort to 
hold meetings or for merely being 
present at such meetings. 

Jim Ball, negro leader of the St. 
Peters local of the union, has been ■ and its vicinity within the last six 



NEW YORK, Apr. 1. — It was 
learned here today that a change 
of venue had been granted the 
three defendants who are beini; 
tried in Tampa for the murder of 
JosejUi Shoemaker and tlie kidnap 
ping of Warn Rogers and Engen- 
F'oiunot. 

Trial has been postponed to Apr 
13, when i( will be resumed at 
Urn-tow. a town near '•'ampa. 

There have been at least twelve 
kidnappings of labor men in Tampa 



convicted of the charge of assault 
with attempt to kill and sentenced 
to seven years on a prison farm 
which is the Arkansas equivalent o'.' 
a Georgia chain gang. He was pres- 
ent at a meeting which was raided 
by deputy sheriffs who shot two 
workers in the back as they were 
going away from the meeting. 

Three others were arrested for 
'"rioting'' Their "crime'' consisted 
in goini; to Memphis to report the 
.oregoing event at Union headquar- 
ters. Willie Hurst, chief defense 
witness, was murdered by a band of 
masked men who staged a falie 
hold-np after he had refused to sign 
an affidavit for the sheriff exoner- 
ating the real malefactors. 

The planters have announced 
their determirtation to smash the 
union at all costs. Three union lead 
crs, McKinney, Sweeden and Mos- 
kap, are in town now in order to 
rally Support for the union In its 
fight to free the men under chargas 
and to help lay the basis for a 
broad defense movement to assist 
the union in its forthcoming strug 
gles. Among the organizations par 
ticipating in the defense are the 
League for Industrial Democracy, 
Sociialist Party, Non-Partisan La- 
bor Defense and the Committee for 
the Defense of Political Prisoners. 



years without a single conviction, 
without even arousing n mild ripple 
of interest among the forces sworn 
to maintain ''law and order". There 
is a local ordinance against shark 
fishing. Sharks have been fished 
mit of the sea with undigested pieces 
of clothing: in their bellies which 
were identified as belonging to la- 
bor men who had been listed offi- 
cially as "missing." Many of the 
crimes committed in the course of 
Tampa's reign of terror will never 
be known. 

The Kn Kins Klam has Just end- 
ed its state-wide, meeting at Jack- 
sonville with a parade through the 
business district of the town under 
cover of night. Several hundred 
participated in full regalia with a 
fiery cross at the head of the pa- 
rade. 



Already two men have died under 
mysterious circumstances after hav- 
ing been questioned by the prose- 
cuting attorney. They were called 
"suicides'' by the police. 

The spotlight must be kept on 
the case in order to prevent a re- 
currence of terror. Constant pres- 
sure must be exerted on Gov. Sholta 
to brtng the Tampa murderers to 
Justice. Send contributions to Tam- 
pa Defense Committee, 112 K 19th 
Street, New York City. 



Fighting Policy Is Prime 

T«k of Jobless 

Gathering 

Next week the unemployed move- 
ment in this country comes of ajje. 
After hard years of preliminary 
struggle, a great goal, held in mind 
by far-sighted leaders from the be- 
ginning, is to be realised. In a 
mighty Convention, to be held in 
Washington, D.C. April 7-10, every 
major unemployed organization la 
the country will be united In the 
Workers' Alliance of America. 

From more than half the states 
of the Union, hard-fighting dele' 
gates of the National Unemployed 
Leagues, the present Workers' •Al- 
liance, the Unemployment Councils, 
the American Workers' Union, the 
Minnesota Workers' Alliance, and 
other independent organ izationa, 
will gather to forge In common a 
powerful Instrument with which to 
enforce and advance the demands 
of the unemployed. Through the 
new united organization the unem- 
ployed of the United States will 
speak with a single voice loud 
enough to be heard in the remotest 
Committee-rooms of Congress and 
the darkest corners of Wall Street 
Plight of Unemployed 

No time could be more fitting 
than the present in which to ac- 
complish the unification of the un- 
employed. During the past two 
months the demagogic Roosevelt 
Administration has launched a new 
and vicious attack. The orders 
have gone out to reduce the WPA 
rolls by 700,000 by July. The C.C.C. 
is to be cut by 200,000. The State 
and City governments administering 
direct relief are attempting relent- 
less and systematic reductions. 
Roosevelt, desperately anxious to 
get a good mark from the bankers, 
has reduced the proposed budget 
appropriations for unemployment 
relief to a pitifully inadequate fig- 
ure. During the past year, in the 
face of upsurging profits, the total 
figure of unemployment has re- 
mained practically stationary, and 
is estimated by the American Fed- 
eration of Labor at a minimum of 
12,500.000. 

The unemployed have learned 
from their own harsh experience 
that their answer to the united at- 
tack of reaction, of the industrial- 
ists, bankers, the police and courts 
and the government, must be itself 
:i united answer. They have learned 
that division in their own ranks, 
squabbles and fighting among them- 
selves, only weaken their own posi- 
tion, lay them open to new inroads 
i>f the enemy, and squander their 
energies uselessly. 

Rich Years of Struggle 
Into the new organization will 
so the rich fund of experiences 
gjiincd by the unemployed since the 
crisis o. 1929. There were many 
lessons to be ieiirned. There was 
first file most elementary lesson of 
alt: the need for organization, the 
realization that the bourgeoisie and 
I' s stale would grant tu the unem- 
ployed masses east off from the in- 
dustrial process only what the or- 
ganized efforts of the unemployed 
themselves forced. There were then 
the long lessons in the methods of 
struggle, the experiences which 
taught that no polite committees, 
no social- service technique, no 
elaborate petitions would bring re- 
sults for the unemployed. These, 
the unemployed discovered, received 
courteous replies, and accomplished 
nothing. Instead, the lessons taught, 
the unemployed must make their 
own the direct and militant meth- 
ods of the class struggle — hunger 
marches, mass demonstrations, sol- 
id picket lines. 

Then the unemployed began to 
understand more dearly that their 
unemployment was no temporary 
plague, but a permanent and insu- 
perable condition of a rotting social 
order no longer able to handle the 
productive system which it had 
brought into being. From this un- 
derstanding grew the realization 
that a longer-term view was needed, 
together with firmer and more last- 
ing forms of organization. The New 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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weakening the positions of imperialism and in strengthening the posi- 
tions of the proletariat and of the colonial peoples in the entire 
world. An unfavorable relation of forces may compel, in the inter- 
ests of saving the main base of the icvolution, the surrender of many 
"inches" of soil to the enemy, as was the case in the epoch of Brest- 
Litovsk, and partly also in the case of the Chinese Eastern railway. 
And, on the contrary, a more favorable relation of forces places on 
the workers' state the duty to come to the assistance of the revolu- 
tionary movement in other countries, not only morally but also, if 
need be, with the assistance of armed force: wars of emancipation 
are an integral part of revolutions of emancipation. 

Thus, the experience with Mongolia shatters to pieces the 
ideology of conservative pacifism which bases itself upon historical 
frontiers, as though they were the Ten Commandments. The fron- 
tiers of the U.S.S.R. are only the temporary front line trenches of 
the class struggle. They lack even a national justification. The 
Ukranian people — to take only one of many examples — is cut in two 
by the state boundary. Should favorable conditions arrive, the Red 
Army would be duty-bound to come to the aid of Western Ukraine 
which is under the heel of the Polish executioners. It is not difficult 
to imagine the gigantic impulse that would be given to the revolu- 
tionary movement in Poland and '.n the whole of Europe by the 
unification of a workers' and peasants' Ukraine. All state frontiers 
are only fetters upon the productive forces. The task of the prole- 
tariat is not to preserve the status quo, i.e., to perpetuate the frontiers, 
but on the contrary to work for their revolutionary elimination with 
the aim of creating the Socialist United States of Europe and of the 
entire world. But to make such an international policy possible, if 
not at present then in the future, it is imperative for the Soviet 
Union to free itself from the rule of the conservative bureaucracy 
with its religion of "socialism in one country." 

WHEREIN LIES THE CAUSE OF WAR? 

In reply to Howard's question as to what causes underlie the 
threat of war, Stalin said in accordance with tradition: "It lies in 
capitalism." As proof he cited the last war which "arose from the 
desire to divide the world." But remarkably enough, no sooner does 
Stalin pass from the past to the present, from dim theoretical recol- 
lections to real politics, than capitalism immediately disappears, and 
in its place are to be founj individual evil-minded cliques that are 
incapable of grasping the benefits of peace. To the question of 
whether war is inevitable, Stalin replies, "In my opinion the positions 
of the friends of peace are being strengthened. The friends of peace 
can work openly ( !), they base themselves upon the force of public 
opinion, and they have at their disposal such instruments as, for 
example (!!!), the League of Nations. This is an asset for the 
friends of peace ... as for the enemies of peace, they are compelled 
to work secretly. This is a liability for the enemies of peace. Inci- 
dentally, it is not excluded that precisely because of this ( ?) they' 
may decide upon a military adventure as an act of despair." 

Thus, we find that humanity is divided not into classes, nor into 
imperalist slates warring with each other, hut into "friends" and 
"enemies" of peace, i.e., into saints and sinners. The cause for war 
(at any rate, for future if not past wars) is not capitalism that 
breeds irreconcilable contradictions but the ill-will of the "enemies 
of peace" who "work secretly," while the French, British, Belgium 
and other slave-owners do their work in broad daylight. But pre- 
cisely because the enemies of peace, like all evil spirits, work secretly, 
they may, in a fit of despair, plunge into an adventure. Who needs 
this philosophic mush? At best it can be of service only to some 
old ladies' pacifist society. 

As we have had the occasion -to state before, the agreement be- 
tween the Soviets and France gives infinitely more guarantees to 
France than to the Soviets. In the negotiations with Paris, Moscow 
evinced a lack of firmness, or, to put it more bluntly, Laval fooled 
Stalin. The events in connection with the Rhineland are an indis- 
putable confirmation fhat, with a more realistic appraisal of the 
situation, Moscow could have wrung from France much more seri- 
ous guarantees, in so far as pacts in general can be considered as 
"guarantees" in the present epoch of sharp turns in the situation, of 
continuous crises, break-ups and regroupments. But as we have 
already said, the Soviet bureaucracy shows much greater firmness 
in the struggle against the advanced workers than in negotiations 
with bourgeois diplomats. 

But, no matter how he might evaluate the Franco-Soviet pact, 
not a single serious minded proletarian revolutionist ever denied or 
denies (he right of the Soviet state to seek for an auxiliary support 
for its inviolability through a temporary agreement with the French 
or some other imperialism. For this purpose, however, there is not 
the slightest need to call hlack white and to rehaptize bloody brigands 
as "friends of peace." As an example to be emulated one might 
take, let u- say, the new ally, the French bourgeoisie: in concluding 
the agreement with the Soviets the French bourgeoisie presents this 
action very soberly without becoming lyrical, without lavishing any 
compliments and even maintaining a constant undertone of warning 
against the Soviet Government. However bitter it may be, it is nec- 
essary to speak the truth. Laval, Sarraut, and their associates have 
shown a great deal more firmness and dignity in defending the inter- 
ests of the bourgeois state than did Stalin and I.itvinov in the service 
of the workers' state. 

Assuredly, it is difficult to conceive a more vicious stupidity than 
that which divides the world brigands into friends and enemies of 
peace ! One could still speak, in a certain sense, about the friends 
and enemies of status quo: but these are two entirely different things. 
Status quo is not the organization of "peace," but the organization 
of the infamous oppression exercised by a minority over the over- 
whelming majority of mankind. Stains quo is being maintained by 
means of constant warfare within the sacred boundaries and beyond 
their precincts (England — in India and Egypt; France — in Syria; 
De La Rocque— in France). The difference between the two camps, 
which are, besides, very unstable, consists in the fact that some of 
the brigands think it more advisable already today to maintain the 
existing boundaries of oppression and enslavement with arms in 
hand, whereas others would prefer to blow up these boundaries 
sooner. This correlation of appetites and plans is itself continually 
changing. Italy favors a status quo in Europe but not in Africa; 
yet every assault upon the boundaries in Africa is immediately re- 
flected in Europe. Hitler decided to send troops into the Rhineland 
only because Mussolini had succeeded in slaughtering several thou- 
sand Abyssinians. Where should we enroll Italy: among the friends 
or the enemies of peace? And yet, France cherishes the friendship 
with Italy infinitely more than the friendship with the Soviet Union. 
Meanwhile, England is courting the friendship of Germany. 

The "friends of peace" work in the open (who would have 
thought it!) and have at their disposal "such instruments as, for 
example, the League of Nations." What ofher "instruments" have 
the friends of peace, outside the League of Nations? Obviously, 
they have the Comintern and the Amsterdam-Pleyel Committee. 
Stalin failed to mention these auxiliary "instruments" partly because 
he himself does not attach any great importance to them, and partly 
because he did not want to frighten his interlocutor unnecessarily. 
But Stalin does transform completely the League of Nations, whose 
nose has caved in, in the full view of all mankind, into a bulwark 
of peace, the prop and hope of nations. 



In order to utilize the imperialist antagonisms between France 
and Germany there was not and is not the slightest need' for idealiz- 
ing the bourgeois ally or the particular combination of imperialists 
that temporarily screens itself by the sign of the League of Nations. 
The crime does not lie in this or another practical deal concluded 
with imperialists but in the fact that both the Soviet government and 
the Comintern are dishonestly embellishing their episodic allies and 
their League; are duping the workers with slogans of disarmament 
and "collective security"; and thereby are transformed in action into 
the political agency of imperialists in relation to the working masses. 

The program of the Bolshevik party drafted by Lenin in 1919 
replied to all these questions with remarkable clarity and simplicity. 
But who thinks about this document in the Kremlin? Today, Stalin 
and Co. find embarrassing even the eclectic program of the Comin- 
tern compiled by Bukharin in 1928. For this reason we think it 
useful to quote from the program of the Bolshevik party on the 
question of the League of Nations and the friends of peace. Here 
is what it states: 

"The growing pressure on the part of the proletariat and es- 
pecially the victories gained by the latter in various countries tend 
to increase the resistance of the exploiters and engender on their part 
the creation of new forms of the international unification of the 
capitalists (League of Nations, etc.), which, while organizing on a 
world scale the systematic exploitation of all the peoples on earth, 
aim their immediate efforts toward the direct suppression of the 
revolutionary movements of the proletariat in all countries. 

"AH this inevitably leads to the correlation of the civil war 
within the individual states with the revolutionary wars both of the 
proletarian countries defending themselves as well as of the oppressed 
peoples struggling against the yoke of the imperialist powers. 

"Under these conditions the slogans of pacifism, of international 
disarmament under capitalism, of arbitration courts, and so on are 
not only a reactionary Utopia but also a downright swindle of the 
toilers aimed to disarm the proletariat and to distract the workers 
away from the task of disarming the exploiters." 

It is precisely this criminal work ihat both Stalin and the Com- 
intern are fulfilling: they are sowing reactionary Utopias, swindling 
the toilers, disarming the proletariat. 

THE "COMIC MISUNDERSTANDING" WITH REGARD TO 
THE WORLD REVOLUTION. 

Nobody compelled Stalin to satisfy Howard's thirst for knowl- 
edge on the question of the world revolution. If Stalin gave the 
interview as the unofficial head of the Government (and this is in- 
dicated by his statement with regard to Mongolia), then he could 
have simply referred his interlocutor to Dimitroff on the questions 
of the world revolution. But no, Stalin went into explanations. At 
first sight it appears entirely in comprehensible why he should have 
thereby compromised himself so cruelly by his cynicai and, sad to 
say, not at all clever disquisitions about the world revolution. But 
he is driven onto the slippery road by an insurmountable need: he 
must break with the past. 

What about the plans and intentions relating to the revolution? 
asks the visitor. 

"We never ( ! ) had such plans and intentions." 

But, what about. . . . 

"This is all the result of a misunderstanding." 

Howard: "A tragic misunderstanding?" 

Stalin: "No, a comic, or, perhaps, a tragicomical one." 

It is embarrassing even to read and transcribe these lines, they 
are so inappropriate and indecent. For whom is this . . . wisdom 
intended? Even the pacifist ladies will reject it. 

Asks Stalin: "What danger can the neighboring states see in 
the ideas of the Soviet people, if these states are really firmly placed 
in the saddle?" Very well, permit us to ask, what about those who 
are not placed firmly in the saddle? Yet, that is how matters stand 
in reality. Precisely because its position is precarious, the bour- 
geoisie fears Soviet ideas, not Stalin's ideas but those ideas that led 
to the creation of the Soviet state. To soothe the bourgeoisie, Stalin 
adduces a supplementary argument: "The export of revolution is 
nonsense. Every country, should it so desire, will itself achieve its 
own revolution, and if it does not desire it, there will be no revolu- 
tion. Now, for example, our country desired to make a revolution 
and made it. . . .'" And more of the same, in the self-same, smug, 
edifying tone. From the theory of socialism in one country Stalin 
has cpmpietelv and decisively passed over to the theory of revolu- 
tion in one country. If a "country" so desires — it will make it, should 
it not desire it — it won't make it. Now, "we." for example, desired 
it. , . . But before desiring it, "we" imported the ideas of Marxism 
from other countries and made use of foreign revolutionary experi- 
ence. In the course of decades, "we" had our emigre organization 
in other countries which directed the revolutionary struggle in 
Russia. In order to give a methodic and an active character to the 
exchange of experience between countries and their mutual revolu- 
tionary support, "we" organized the Communist International in the 
vear 1919. "We" more* than once proclaimed as the duty of the 
proletariat of a victorious country to come to the assistance of the 
rising peoples — with advice, material means, and, if possible, with 
armed force. All these ideas (incidentally, they bear the names of 
Marx, Engels, Lenin, Luxembourg, Liebknecht) are written down in 
the most important programmatic documents of the Bolshevik party 
and of the Comintern. Stahn has proclaimed that all this is a mis- 
understanding ! A tragic one ? No, a comic one. Not for nothing 
has Stalin recently announced that it has become "merry" to live in 
the Soviet Union: now even the Communist International has be- 
come transformed from a serious personage into a comedian. And 
how could it be otherwise, if the international character of the revo- 
lution is mere and sheer "nonsense"? 

Stalin would have made a much more convincing impression 
upon his interlocutor, if instead of impotently calumniating the past 
{"wc never had such plans and intentions"), he had on the contrary 
openly counterposed his own policy to the antiquated "plans and 
intentions" which have been relegated to the museum. Stalin might 
have read Howard the very same quotation from the program which 
we gave above, and then made approximately the following brief 
speech, "In the eyes of Lenin the League of Nations was an organ- 
ization for the bloody suppression of the toilers. But wc see in it— 
an instrument of peace. Lenin spoke of the inevitability of revolu- 
tionary wars. But we consider the export of revolution — nonsense. 
I.enin branded the alliance 'between the proletariat and the national 
bourgeoisie as a betrayal. But we are doing all in our power to drive 
the French proletariat onto this road. Lenin lashed the slogan of. 
disarmament under capitalism as an infamous swindle of the toilers. 
But we build our entire policy upon this slogan. Your comical mis- 
understanding' '—that is how Stalin could have concluded — "consists 
tn the fact that you take us for the continuators of Bolshevism, 
whereas we are its gravediggers." 

Such an explanation would have dispelled the last shreds of 
suspicion of the world bourgeoisie and would have definitely estab- 
lished Stalin's reputation as a statesman. Unfortunately, he does not 
dare as yet to resort to such frank language. The past binds him, 
the traditions hamper him, the phantom of the Opposition frightens 
him. We come to the assistance of Stalin. In accordance with our 
rule, in the given case, too, we openly say what is. 

March 18. 1936- 



French Gov't 
Jails Zcller 
Youth Leader 



(Conttaoed from Pa*o D 
In one place, on the rue Asseline, 
where a group of the Action Fran- 
calse had assembled to celebrate 
she attack on Blum, the wotkprs 
mobilized spontaneously and Intro- 
duced an unexpected note into the 
festivities. Immediately the Stalin- 
ists of this section, the 14th Arron- 
dissement, issued a disclaimer for 
any responsibility of this action 
while at the same time denouncing 
the Bolshevik- Leninists to the po- 
lice. 

C.P. Rata on Bolsheviks 
The contents of. this stool-pigeon 
leaflet, a faselmile of which ap- 
peared in Revolution, February 28, 
were as follows: 

"The Communist unit of the 
14th Arrondlssemenl warns the 
workers against impulsive actions 
very often incited by irresponsi- 
ble people or provocateurs suc- 
cessively expelled from the Com- 
munist and from the Socialist 
party, who are trying to eanal- 
ize in a false way the justified 
anger of the wotfdng class. 

'Republican defense of liber- 
ties and the defense of workers 
cannot and must not consist In 
actions or expeditions which usu- 
ally play the game of the fascist 
hands." 

The police were not slow in tak- 
ing the hint and immediately ar- 
lested an individual named Jonot. 
a member of the S.F.I.O., who 
turned out to be a stool-pigeon and 
squealed ont only on Levacque but 
on some ten members of his party. 
It is interesting and characteris- 
tic that Populalre which filled iU 
columns with vile tirades against 
the J.S.R. < Revolutionary Socialist 
Youth) for their revolutionary pol- 
icy on war, breathed not a wort 
about the government agent Jonot. 
indeed, why should it, when Jonot 
is an agent for the same govern- 
ment they support in parliament 
and It was a common enemy he was 
betraying. The same holds for the 
National Committee of the S.F.I.O. 
which acted with undignified haste 
in expelling Bolshevik-Leninists 
and took its time in taking actfon 
against Jonot. It might be r 
marked that the People's Front of 
the <i I strict followed suit in "de- 
ploring" the incidents at the rue 
Asseline ! 

Questioned upon his arrest, Lev- 
aeipie den:ed his participation in 
the events in question but stated 
without hesitation that he approved 
the action of the workers and had 
he been present be would have en- 
couraged them and acted by their 
side. The Stalinists immediately 
ti'Ok the opportunity cot to support 
Levacque hut to give information 
to the government to insure a sev- 
ere sentence. "The J.S.R,," say 
these rats in l'llnmanite, "is under 
the leadership of Trotskyist ele- 
ments whose provocative methods 
we have vigorously fought. Lev- 
acque is a member of the Central 
Committee of the J.S.R.*' 

In Company With Royalists 
The baiting of revolutionists, 
however, in not the private pre- 
serve of the Stalinists, which, once 
begun, must lie done in company 
with those who devote their main 
energies to it— the Fascists. Thus 
Action Franca ise, organ of the roy- 
alist group, takes up the cry of 
1'Hnmaiiite: 

"The J.S.R,, or workers' mili- 
tia whose leader is Marceau Pi- 
vert (an error in fact — Ed.) and 
whose organ is the paper Revo- 
lution, are the strong arm men of 
the S.F.I.O. ... The J.S.R. ad- 
mits Its participation in the inci- 
dents of the rue Asseline. . . . 
The guilty are therefore known. 
They admit, they proclaim not 
only their participation in the 
crime but their deliberate inten- 
tion to repeat it and they call 
for direct action. Has direct ac- 
tion become legal under the Sar- 
raut government? When will the 
groups signing this press release 
(quoted below — Ed) and poster 
be dissolved?" 

What a revealing picture ! The 
thug Maurras, who slugged Blum 
over the head with a cane, remains 
at liberty. Levacque, the revolu- 
tionist, who supported the workers 
in their spontaneous action which 
wou'd make the Fascists wary of 
any similar action in the future, is 
cast into prison. Fascists . . . and 
Stalinists demand the overnment 
action against Levaeque's organiza- 
tion! 

While the Stalinists disavowed, 
disassociated . . . and disgraced 
themselves by making common 
cause with the Royalists, the Bol- 
shevik-Leninists and Revolutionary 
Socialist Youth sprang to the de- 
fense of Levacque. Issuing the fol- 
lowing statement to the press: 
Solidarity with Levacaue 
''The royalist assault upon Leon 
Blum gave rise to a spontaneous 
reaction in many wo rtdm class 
triefs. In the 1 4th particularly, 
workers of all tendencies and all 
organizations, swelling with anger 
demonstrated their intention of 
punishing Royalist assassins in the 
scuffle that ensued on the rue As- 
seline. 

"But the Communist party be- 
ieved it its duty, ton late, to dis- 
associate Itself from this action and 
in a leaflet to openly attempt to 
place the responsibility for the 



Llnemployed to Unite in 
Washington on April 7 



(Continued from Pi«e 1) 

Deal helped to drive home the lea- 
sons. Roosevelt's pretty pre-elec- 
tion promises to the "Forgotten 
Men'' raised In the unemployed new 
hopes and new illusions. But three 
years of Roosevelt have taught the 
unemployed what to expect from 
the promises of the representatives 
of the bourgeoisie. The unemployed 
have been learning who are their 
friends and who are their enemies, 
that their friends are their class 
allies, and their enemies the elass 
enemy. 

Tactics for the Jobless 
The unemployed have been learn- 
ing the lesson of the inseparable 



New Support 
for Newsmen 



(Continued from page 1) 

financial support. Gunnar Nickol- 
son, Milwaukee vice-president was 
elected permanent chairman of the 
district guild, and Al Haut of the 
Chicago Guild was made secretary- 
treasurer. Plans were made for or- 
ganizing new guild units iu the dis- 
trict, which now ineludes Milwau- 
kee, Chicago, Rock ford, Des Moines, 
Madison and Indianapolis. 
Teachers Association Sympathetic 

As an antidote to an attack on 
the guild by the Citizens' Law and 
Order Leagae, stood the resolution 
supporting collective bargaining of 
the Milwaukee branch of the Associ- 
ation of Wisconsin State Teachers 
Colleges, a voluntary association 
which for 20 years has been recog- 
nized by the board of normal school 
regents as the bargaining agent for 
class-room teachers and librarians 
of the line teachers' colleges in the 
state 

Unmoved by the Law and Order 
league's espousal of the Hearst 
cause, the guild will serve notice 
Staurday to the News management 
that its strike lines are unbroken 
and its support unwavering, with a 
huge demonstration Saturday noon 
at the News plant. Then, Saturday 
night there will be a torch light 
parade on the South Side of Mil- 
waukee, followed by a mass meet- 
ing indoors. Guildsmen will make 
the necessary contacts with labor 
organizations and other groups dur- 
ing the week to insure success of 
the demonstration. 



demonstration of the anger of the 
workers on our organisation and 
to endeavor to direct the Investiga- 
tions of the police to the "Frotsky- 
ists.' 

"With . the aid of a 'confession' 
our comrade Levacque, member of 
the Bolshevik- Leninist group and 
of the Central Committee of the 
Revolutionary Socialist Yotitb was 
arrested. 

"We protest against this arbitra- 
ry arrest by the Sarraut-Delbos 
government dictated purely by class 
interests and political motives, and 
not even 'justified' by an iota o 
juridical proof. 

'■At the same time we declare our 
solidarity with our comrade Le- 
va que who courageously declared 
that he fully approved the action 
at the workers at the rue Asseline, 
regretting only not having partici- 
pated in them. 

"Our two organ iiiations, the J.S. 
R. and B.-L.G., who no longer be- 
long to the S.F.I.O.. and who, be- 
sides, were expelled from it for 
having practiced, as against the 
timidity of the Socialist leaders, an 
Intra nsigeant class policy, ioudly 
declare that they approve the ac 
tion of the workers of the rue As 
seline. 

'!We are the initiators of the slo- 
gan of workers militias. 

"Our* motto of action against the 
wild dogs of Fascism is : For one 
eye, both eyes, for one tooth, the 
entire jaw. 

"We remain true to the teachings 
of Marx, Lenin Trotsky, 

"We have nothing in common 
with those who betray the workers 
by deceiving them with 'national 
reconciliation' and dragging them 
In the tow ot Sarraut, the man 
who declared : 'Communism, that is 
the enemy.' 

"Long live the JS.R. and the G. 
B.L. 

"Long live the Fourth Interna- 
tional." 

Intense Campaign 

It goes without saying that nei- 
ther l'Humanite nor Populalre 
printed this release nor did the 
€.1*. or S.P. respond to the call for 
a conference for the defense of Le- 
vacque. But this conspiracy of 
silence did not prevent the work- 
ers of Paris or of France from hear- 
ing about Levacque and joining tn 
the protest. More than 20 organ- 
izations have agreed to participate 
in the defense work, among them 
sections of the S.lt.l. (Internation- 
al' Red Aid, same as I.L.D. here— 
Ed.). 10,000 circulars were distrib- 
uted and Paris was placarded with 
posters. Throughout Paris and 
France, even as far as Geneva, 
workers' organizations have pro- 
tested the arrest of Levacque and 
condemned the treacherous action 
of the Stalinist and Socialist bu- 
reaucrats. 

This agitation, although we have 
no direct information as yet, we are 
certain will be increased a hundred 
fold in the defense of Zeller. 



i-nity of their interests with the 
working class as a whole. Perhaps 
the most distinctive contribution of 
the National Unemployed League, 
along with its insistence from the 
beginning on the methods of mili- 
tant mass action, was Its Initiation 
of direct cooperation between em- 
ployed and unemployed workers, in 
strikes, boycotts, demonstrations 
and mass picket lines. 

And the unemployed have learned 
also that their movement cannot 
be effective when used as political 
kites for political parties or fac- 
tions, whether of the bourgeoisie 
or the working class. They have 
had their taste of organizations 
built to get votes for ward-heelers 
or to send delegates to fake Con- 
gresses ; and they have found that 
neither serves their Interests. 

In Washington in the unity Con- 
vention, the unemployed, represent- 
ed not by highly paid officials and 
bureaucrats, but by those who have 
fiaken the lead in their own direct 
struggles, will sum up the results 
of a number of the chief lessons. 
The conclusion they have reached 
is that the next big Step for the 
unemployed requires as a pre-con- 
dition aggressive, fighting unity In 
a single national organization. 

Johnson's Treachery 

Unity is without question a great 
step forward, perhaps the greatest 
which the unemployed movement 
has yet taken. It would, however, 
be romantic and dangerous to ima- 
gine that unity will solve all prob- 
lems. Serious difficulties remain, 
and are present even in the organ- 
ization of unity. It is a disruptive 
blow at the entire unemployed 
movement that the ardent convert 
to social -patriotism, Arnold John- 
son, working under cover during re- 
cent months in the National Unem- 
ployed League, has attempted to 
split the NtTL by calling a rump 
Convention behind the backs of the 
National Executive Committee. His 
attempt has been sternly repudiated 
by all the active and functioning 
Leagues, but he may still try to 
get together in Washington next 
week a medley of stooge delegates. 
His split maneuvering must be ex- 
IK>sed and counteracted, in order to 
wipe out a sore spot of the new 
organization at the beginning. 

Likewise must the Convention be 
on guard against attempts of the 
Stalinists to stuff the new National 
Committee with members from fake 
"independent'' organizations cre- 
ated overnight for bargaining pur- 
poses. And even more must the 
Convention reject Stalinist efforts 

so noticeable at every recent Con- 
vention or Conference attended by 
Stalinists.— to transform the new 
Workers' Alliance from the united, 
fighting class organization of the 
unemployed into a pale adjunct of 
the collaborationist People's Front 
and Stalinist social -patriot ism. This 
must be no Convention of the 
American League against War and 
Fascism, or National Negro Con- 
gress. 

The Convention must look for- 
ward to three great immediate 
tasks, and must prepare the organ- 
ization for facing them: An aggres- 
sive organizational campaign, car- 
rying the [Workers Alliance into 
every state of the Union, and streng- 
thening the locals particularly In 
the industrial centers ; a rapid of- 
fensive against the Roosevelt relief 
program, to forestall the cutting 
down of work relief, increase the 
public works program, and raise di- 
rect relief by appropriations from 
the Federal government; and all 
along the line more direct coopera- 
tion with the trade union move- 
ment in all fields, especially with 
the progressive industrial union 
forces in the American Federation 
of Labor. Unity gives a hasis for 
putting such a policy into effect on 
a scale never before possible in the 
unemployed movement. By carry- 
ing ft out, the unemployed will play 
their part in a notable advanee for 
(he working class. 
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WORKERS 

Protect YourselTeg Against the 
Hazards of Life. Join the 

WORKMEN'S SICK & DEATH 

BENEFIT FUND OF THE VS. 

1884-1935 

Organized, managed by and for 
workers with only one purpose: 
to render protection to members 
and their families, and to sup- 
port all endeavors and struggles 
for the Improvement ot toilers. 

About 50,000 members organ- 
ized in 360 branches. Reserves 
*8.4OO,0OO. 

Death benefit graded accord- 
ing to age at entry. Sick benefit 
payments from $225 to $900 — to 
men and women, according to 
claawa. 

Monthly assessments from 46c 
to $2.10. 

For further Information apply 
to Main Office: 

114 Senee* Ave,, Brooklyn, N. T. 
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NEW MILITANT 



I TALINTERN READY TO EMBRACE CHIANG KAI f HEK 



By LO SEN 

On March 21, 1927, the workers 
of Shanghai rose In a mighty In- 
surrection. With their own arms 
and their own forces they defeated 
and expelled the garrison of Nor- 
thern mercenaries. Five days later 
Chiang Kai-shek made his trium- 
phant entry into the city. 

On April 5, 1927, in the Hall of 
Columns in Moscow, Stalin told 
3,000 party functionaries that 
Chiang Kai-shek was "leading the 
army and cannot do otherwise but 
lead it against the imperialists." 

Seven days later Chiang Kai-shek 
led his army against the workers 
of Shanghai and with frightful 
slaughter crushed the mass move- 
ment which had swept him to 
power. 

On April 21, 1927, in his theses 
published in Pravda, Stalin wrote 
that the "revolutionary Kuomin- 
tang in Wuhan" (Wang Chlng-wei 
and Co.) was "leading a decisive 
Struggle against militarism and 
imperialism.'' 

After Shanghai . . . Wuhan 

Exactly a month later, on May 
21, soldiers led by the Wuhan gen- 
erals began slaughtering the work- 
ers In Changsha and the peasants 
throughout Hunan province. On 
July 15 Wang Chlng-wei and Co. 
formally proscribed the Commu- 
nists and the trade unions and 
workers' heads fell in the streets 
o£ Wuhan, the "revolutionary cen- 
ter" (Stalin), under the axes of 
the "revolutionary Kuomintang." 

A lew weeks later, the Wuhan 
Government, which had been "lead- 
ing a decisive struggle against mil- 
itarism and imperialism," capitu- 
lated to and united with the gov- 
ernment of Chiang Kai-shek at 
Nanking. The power of the Kuo- 
mintang and the generals was es- 
tablished throughout the land and 
the mass movement was crushed. 

That is the record, in brief, of the 
achievements of the "anti-imperial- 
ist united front" in China in 1925- 
1927. 

The Cycle of Adventurism 

The Kuomintang power which 
emerged from that "united front," 
otherwise known as the "bloc of 
four classes," has now endured nine 
years, nine years of unremitting 
terror against the workers and 
peasants, nine years of uninterrupt- 
ed capitulation to imperialism. 

Stalinism in this period played 
out its own cycle of disastrous ad- 
venturism and hopeless experiments 
with an insurgent peasant move- 
ment in the remote interior entirely 
<livorced from the urban proleta- 
riat. The working class Itself, its 
organizations shattered, crushed by 
the terrific defeat it had suffered, 
remained in a state of depression 
and political apathy, broken by 
desperate, heroic, isolated, defen- 
sive, economic struggles. 

Today, precipitately and without 
a single backward glance, Stalinism 
hay reverted to the same course 
which led in 1927 to the most mon- 
strous social catastrophe of our 
times — the annihilation of a mighty 
revolutionary mass movement, not 
by a stronger enemy, recognized 
as such, but by ttie forces it had 
been taught to regard as its own 
leaders. 

Back to the Bloody Past 

Removed from the shroud which 
also covers (he bodies of scores of 
thousands of workers and peasants 
massacred in its name, the "auti- 
imporinlist united front" is being 
resurrected today in a form even 
more vile and necessarily more gro- 
tesque than that which it assumed 
nine years ago. All the old oppor- 
tunist phrases and slogans, hastily 
ditched on the morrow of the ca- 
tastrophe, have been lifted from the 
past and refurbished for new use. 
The lessons of the events which 
those same phrases accompanied 
(line years ago are left carefully 
buried with their victims. 

In 1025-1927 Stalln-Bukhann 
taught that the Chinese bourgeoisie 
was capable of waging a struggle 
against imperialism. Trotsky 
warned that the bourgeoisie could 
and would only strangle the anti- 
imperialist movement. It took the 
disasters of 19S7 to reveal to Stalin- 
Bukliiirin the truth, If not the es- 
sence, of this warning. 

"The experience of the past de- 
velopment," the declared in a 
resolution on August 9, 2927, 
"shows plainly that the bour- 
geoisie is not capable of solving 
the problems of national emancipa- 
tion from the joke of imperialism 
. . . that it is not capable of con- 
ducting a consistent fight against 
foreign imperialism and is becoming 
more and more inclined ... to ft 
compromise which leaves the dom- 
ination of imperialism almost com- 
pletely undisturbed." 

But this did not mean that the 
"bloc of four classes" was anything 
but perfectly correct or the Com- 
intern leadership anything but im- 
peccable. Nor was it anything else 
when in the ensuing period it 
turned on the morrow of defeat to 
blind putschism and then to remote 
peasant "Soviets" in the deep hin- 
terland. Meanwhile the bourgeoi- 
sie ruled ruthlessly with its twin 
weapons, terror and capitulation to 
Imperialism. 

Yet today, without gasp or stam- 
mer, the Stalinists greet the belief 
that "a considerable section o£ the 
national bourgeoisie ... is ever 
more energetically trying to find a 
"way to resist Japanese imperialism 
-- . ," and. moreover, "are turning 
Tor a way out to the toiling masses." 
iWan Min). 



Offer Chinese Red Army in Return forT-ASt^^S-- 



"Resurrection of Disastrous 1927 Bloc 



Do we then not tell the workers 
and peasants that the national bour- 
geoisie can not and will not con- 
sistently flght imperialism} That 
the flght against imperialism Is the 
flght against the bourgeoisie for the 
interests of the workers and peas- 
ants? That the proletariat in alli- 
ance with the peasantry alone are 
capable of prosecuting a successful 
national revolutionary war against 
imperialism? Do we not show them 
how this was demonstrated to the 
bloody hilt In 1925-27 and a thou- 
sand times over since then? 

Do we not call for the indepen- 
dent organisation of workers in 
their unions and party, ol peasants 
in their associations led by the ur- 
ban proletariat — independent in 
banner and program of the vacil- 
lating ana treacherous zigzags of 
the bourgeoisie or sections of it ? 

(That is what we tell them. The 
Stalinists pursue a different course. 

The Stalinist Flip-FIop. 

"If Chiang Kai-shek really 
means to take up the struggle 
against Japan, then obviously the 
Soviet Government (sic) will ex- 
tend to him the hand of friend- 
ship on the Held of battle against 
Japan." (Mao Tse-tung. Daily 
Worker, March 30.) 
A "hand of friendship" on what 
terms? As outlined by Wan Min 
in the special Chinese number of 
the Communist International for 
February, they represent a complete 
abdication of even nominal strug- 
gle fpr the revolution in China. 
One by one, Wan 4JIn drops all the 
myths of "Soviet China" of recent 
years into the bottomless pit of a 
past, better forgotten. 



The Stalinists propose a "People's 
Government of Self-Defense" into 
which "all parties, groups, political 
and military authorities" are to 
Join. They will propose confisca- 
tion only of the land of "national 
traitors" ( ?) and any "feudal land- 
lords" who won't say they're 
against imperialism. Workers will 
be promised "increases in wages 
. . . Improvement in material con- 
ditions." In the areas controlled by 
the Stalinists' own Red armies, land 
confiscation will all but come to an 
end and the "extreme demands" of 
the workers "will be rejected." 
They will "refrain from organizing 
workers' control of Industry, the 
necessary conditions for which do 
not exist as yet." 

"Return the land" 

Thus, the silent, furtive demise 
of a thousand propagandist legends! 
The poor peasants who gleaned a 
modicum of benefit in the So-called 
"Soviet districts" will go back into 
the tender embrace of the landlords. 
As for the workers, they are being 
deprived of something they never 
had, except in the Imagination of 
hacks ten thousand miles away. 
The fictitious "Soviet Government" 
will remain as a formal label for 
the Red Army command. The "So- 
viets" will either disappear entirely 
or assume grosser, even anti-prole- 
tarian forms. 

Nine years ago at the height of 
the mass movement, the Stallntern 
proscribed Soviets, urged by the 
Opposition, because they represent- 
ed "a slogan of struggle against 
the revolutionary Kuomintang." 
When the revolutionary Kuomin- 
tang was transformed overnight in- 



to an instrument of counter-revolu- 
tion and the mass movement was 
crushed, the Stalinists came for- 
ward with "Soviets" which proved 
a tragic Action. 

In the period of counter-revolu- 
tion the Opposition called for a 
struggle for democratic rights cen- 
tered around the slogan of a Na- 
tional Assembly. This was de- 
nounced by the Stalinists as the 
uttermost depths of "counter-revo- 
lutionary Trotskyism." Today the 
Stalinists, dumping their "Soviets," 
want the "People's Government" 
to convoke a "representative body 
, . . elected on the basis of demo- 
cratic liberties." 

A Noose for the Workers 

Thus once more, as a thousand 
times in the past, the Stalinists 
have been compelled to reach out 
for a political lice laid down by 
"the vanguard of the counter-revo- 
lutionary bourgeoisie". Only, as 
ever, in their hands It is mangled 
and twisted and becomes not an 
instrument of proletarian struggle 
but a noose for the working class. 
We conceived the National Assem- 
bly as a slogan around which the 
workers could be helped once more 
to raise their heads and through 
which they could emerge as an in- 
dependent political force. The Stal- 
inists, having forsaken the workers, 
now want an assembly from the top, 
created through a new series of 
combinations, a new "bloc of four 
classes." This marks a new phase 
of the Stalinist course in China 
which, through its various periods, 
has cut an ever-widening chasm be- 
tween the Stalinist party and the 
Chinese workers. 



A LETTER FROM ITALY 



Nationalist Maniacs Driving Nation Through 
War into Collapse and Ruin 



According to a recent dispatch 
from Italy, Vesuvius is again 
belching forth flames and the in- 
habitants o£ Naples, who live un- 
der its shadow, tear an impending 
eruption. Nothing con id be more 
symbolic of the present state of. 
affairs under Mussolini. The Fas- 
cist regime caps a fiery furnace of 
unrest, which not only exerts tre- 
mendous pressure upon it, but may, 
in the not very far future, explode 
and blow it to bits. 

The Ethiopian Campaign 

Mussolini ordered the Ethiopian 
adventure for two reasons. First, 
as the beginning of his long-prom- 
ised campaign to secure the colon- 
ial empire that Italian capital was 
(-heated 'if after the last war. Sec- 
ond, as an outlet for the energies 
of the unemployed and as a means 
of diverting the domestic discon- 
tent created by the crisis into im- 
perialist channels. Colonial expe- 
dilions and foreign wars are time- 
honored expedients of ruling class- 
es to turn the attention of the 
masses from their misery. Decay- 
ing capitalism, whether of the 
democratic or fascist variety, can 
solve the problem o? permanent 
unemployment in only one way: 
by conscripting the jobless into la- 
bor armies as in Germany, C.C.C. 
camps as in the United States, or 
into actual fighting forces as In 
Italy. 

To date II Duce has failed to 
accomplish either end. Ethiopia is 
not yet in his clutches. The war 
in Ethiopia has been in progress 
for half a year. While foreign 
military experts disagree as to the 
extent of the Italian successes, it 
is clear that the Ethiopians have 
not been subjugated ; Abyssinia re- 
mains uneonquered. Although the 
Italian armies have advanced 
steadily into the interior and scored 
numerous victories, they have not 
met the Ethiopians in any decisive 
engagements nor have they i>ene- 
trated beyond the dangerous moun- 
tain passes into the heart of the 
country. With the rainy season 
close at hand, the campaign must 
come to a halt. At least another 
veor will be necessary before the 
Fascists can claim Ethiopia as 
their own. 

The Situation at Home 

Meanwhile life does not stand 
still either at home or in the in- 
ternational arena. For from ame- 
liorating the conditions of the 
masses, the war has aggravated 
their sufferings. Patriotic fervor 
Is a poor substitute for bread and 
clothing. The interna! situation 
grows more acute with every pass- 
ing day. Storm clouds of dissatis- 
faction with the apparently hope- 
less policies of the government are 
gathering, not only among the 
workers in the cities and country, 
but among other classes of the 
population, extending even into the 
directing circles. 

In order to carry on the war, 
Mussolini is being compelled to 
tighten the straltjacket Fascism 
clamps upon the national economy. 
First the big banks were put un- 
der rigid governmental control ; 



now II Duce threatens to do the 
same to the key industries needed 
for armaments. Italian capitalism 
is being forced to sacrifice its last 
measure of freedom to the Fascist 
state in order to preserve the ex- 
isting regime, and, above all, its 
own existence. Finance capital 
must pay a heavy price for its po- 
lice protection. That is one reason 
why it "prefers," if possible, bour- 
geois democracy. It is cheaper in 
the long run. 

Mussolini's recent edicts concern- 
ing the nationalization of the 
banks and of key industries are 
not in the least steps towards so- 
cialism, as bourgeois commentators 
have claimed. They represent the 
final flowering of state capitalism, 
the consummation of the marriage 
between monopoly capitalism and 
state power. The whole of Italian 
economy must be put on a military 
basis, not only to ensure ils per- 
petuation, but as preparation for 
the world war ahead. "The wheels 
of destiny." declared Mussolini, 
■'run fast. The inevitability of the 
nation's being calied on to face 
another war . . . must guide all our 
actions." 

According to all reports, the 
application ot sanctions have se- 
verely crippled Italian economy. 
The small industrialists have suf- 
fered heavily from the imposition 
of sanctions. They have been shut 
nut of their foreign markets ant! 
iind it increasingly difficult to ob- 
tain necessary supplies and raw 
materials. 

The Plight of the Masses 

The burdens of the war, how- 
ever, have fallen most heavily upon 
the working and consuming masses. 
Even before the war, Italian stan- 
dards of living were among the 
lowest of all capitalist countries in 
Europe. Since the war the cost 
of living has Increased over fifty 
percent and the end of the process 
is not yet in sight. 

The following letter recently re- 
ceived from an Italian comrade 
throws a glaring light upon the 
conditions of the workers. We 
quote in part: 

"In answer to your request for 
information about the present situ- 
ation in Italy, and especially life 
among the industrial workers, I 
st'i id you the following from my 
own observations in Naples, an 
industrial center and the scene of 
the embarkations for Ethiopia. 

"First, a few figures concerning 
wages and living conditions. As 
ymt know, the average wage of 
the Italian worker under Fascism 
has been among the lowest in all 
Europe. With the worker's card 
obtained by membership In the Fas- 
cist syndicate (and without such a 
card a ' worker is virtually black- 
listed and finds it almost impossible 
to secure a job), workers are paid 
a minimum of 13 j cents an hour 
(reckoning the lire at 8 cents), A 
skilled worker may earn as much 
■is 221 cents an hour. However, 
modern industry does not require 
many skilled workers, and only 
about ten percent can be placed in 
this latter category. The average 
wage, from the statistics I was 
able to gather on the spot (official 



statistics are notoriously unreli- 
able) for an Italian worker may 
be placed at about 16 cents an hour. 

"The average weekly earnings of 
a factory worker would, then, 
amount to about $6.40. Women 
workers earn from 71 to 10 cents 
an hour. Clerical workers, steno- 
graphers, etc., from $16 to $32 a 
month. Engineers got from $C4 to 
$96 a month. Department heads 
up to $112 a month. 

"As an instance of the earnings 
in the upper levels, here is the 
monthly pay envelope of a shop 
foreman superintending the work 
of 40 skilled mechanics. This man 
is about 45 years old, has been in 
the service of the same firm for 13 
years, and represents a sort of la- 
bor aristocracy. 

Salary ....$ 70.00 

Overtime (about 85 hours 
this month) 39.00 



Total monthly salnry 109.00 

(from which is deducted): 

Income Tax (8S%) 9J25 

Dues to Fascist Syndicate .40 



Total direct taxes 

Net income for month 



9.GS 

99.35 

"When there is no overtime, his 
net income falls to $63 a month. 
"Fascist officials proudly point 
to the fact that Italy was one of 
the lirst countries to adopt a forty- 
hour week. This is, of course, a 
complete fraud from the worker's 
standpoint. Since the forty-hour 
' week was instituted without any 
corresponding increase in hourly 
pay, it was not wanted by the 
workers, who find themselves un- 
able to earn enough to support 
themselves and their families, un- 
less they are 'lucky' enough to 
work many hours overtime. It is 
nothing but the Fascist version of 
your Hoover's "share- the- work" 
program. 

"Hearing in mind that the aver- 
age weekly pay envelope of an in- 
dustrial worker is $6.40, let us look 
at the prevailing prices for the nec- 
essities of life. (Since this data was 
collected, prices have gone up by 
about 25 percent without any raise 
in wages.) 

Bread ft pound) $ .06.3 

Macaroni (1 pound) 09.1 

Meat (1 pound) 47.5 

Butter <1 pound) 51.0 

Vegetables (1 pound) .... .10.9 

Eggs (1 dozen) .96.0 

Milk (1 quart) 13.0 

Coffee <1 pound) 2.80.0 

Sugar (I pound > 34.0 

0» (1 quart) 56.0 

Cheese (1 pound) 62.4 

Salami (I pound 1 ) 73.5 

Light and Gas (1 month) 4.80.0 
Boat (1 month — 3 rooms 

and kitchenette) 16.00.0 

"The daily requirements of a 
family of five for decent living 
without amusements or clothing I 
estimate to be about $2.18 a day, 
or $15.26 a week. .With the average 
income of the wage-earner at $6.40 
for a forty-hour week this family 
has to do without meat, butter, 
eggs, wine, coffee, sugar, cheese, 
salami, or oil. This will give you 
an idea of the deprivations endured 
by the workers and their families. 
(Continued on Page 4) 



nine years ago was supposed, in 
some "peculiar" way known only to 
Bukharln, to result in "proletarian 
hegemony" in the revolution. The 
documents of the period are heavi- 
ly adorned with dissertations on the 
"perspectives of tlje proletariat' 
which, as events proved, only turn- 
ed out to be perspectives of defeat 
and disaster. 

But today, in the reincarnated 
version of DimltrofX-Wan Min, all 
of this phraseology is complete!; 
passed over. Wan Min can write a 
programmatic article without ever 
touching upon the perspectives of 
the proletariat or even mentioning 
the words "trade union" once. 

The reason for this is clear and 
constitutes the main distinction be- 
tween the bloc of nine years ago 
and its current reincarnation. In 
1925-27 Stalinism actually had Its 
base in the heart of a tremendous 
mass movement which drew mil- 
lions of the toiling population into 
its orbit. Today the Stalinists have 
no mass base whatever. Their only 
base rests in the Insurgent, mobile 
armies of soldiers and peasants 
now operating in the distant west 
and northwest. In China proper 
they have none whatever. Any base 
they acquire as a result of their 
new line, will not be among the 
workers but possibly In sections of 
the petty and big bourgeoisie. 

Wan Min boldly proclaims: "The 
Communist Party of China really 
can and must act as the generally 
recognized leader of the Chinese 
people as a whole," 

In 1927 under the terms of the 
bloc the Communist Party fused It- 
self with the bourgeois Kuomintang 
and restricted the trade union and 
peasant movments to the limits fix- 
ed by the bourgeoisie. 

The Red Armies on the Altar 

Today, the Stalinists offer their 
present forces, the Red Armies, up 
on the altar and declare their read- 
iness to "fuse" the Reds into a 
"united anti-Japanese army" con- 
trolled by a general staff to be set 
up by the "People's Government". 

When the Red Armies, consisting 
of insurgent peasants and soldiers, 
were operating in Oentral China, 
we declared that unless the move- 
ment they represented effected a fu- 
sion with the urban labor move- 
ment, they were doomed either to 
extinction or to capitulate to the 
bourgeoisie, Now after sis years of 
heroic struggle against the Kuomin- 
tang armies, featured by exploits 
of heroism and courage unexcelled 
in the history of all peasant wars, 
these Red Armies are to be handed 
over — to the bourgeoisie. That is 
where Stalinism has led them, for 
it proved incapable of leading them 
behind a revived and powerful and 
independent movement of the work- 
ers. 

The Stalinists completely disem- 
barrass themselves of any idea of 
waging a revolutionary struggle in 
China. They seek instead a military 
alliance with the Chinese bourgeoi- 
sie against Japan, hoping once more 
(hat the liquidation of the class 
struggle in China will help line up 
the Chinese bourgeoisie in the 
ranks of the Soviet Union's allies! 

If the disaster of 1927 and the 
whole subsequent history proved 
anything at ail, it proved the inca- 
pacity of tlit" Chinese bourgeoisie to 
prosecute a national revolutionary 
war. It will compromise a thousand 
times with imperialism against the 
workers and peasants of its own 
country. Rut Stalinism, nurtured 
at the dry breast of socialism in 
on:' country, has lost all faith or 
interest in the capacities of the pro- 
letariat, which it has done so much 
to drain. Turning once more to em- 
brace the Chiang Kai-sheks, it will 
seek to destory the Third Chinese 
({evolution as it destroyed the Sec- 
ond. 

Build the Fourth International 

They are offering to do so in ad- 
vance and we may be sure tiiat the 
Chinese bourgeoisie will in one 
form or another, by this or that 
means, secure the utmost advantage 
from the promised liquidation of 
the class struggle without unduly 
compromising itself in the eyes of 
its imperialist masters. 

There can lie little doubt that in 
I he coming critical years in the Far 
East, drawing loward the inevitable 
moment of explosion, sections of the 
Chinese bourgeoisie will zigzag 
right and left in efforts to retrieve 
some of the ground lost to imperial- 
ism. We must prepare for those 
turns by preserving the complete 
programmatic and organizational 
independence of the Chinese work- 
ing class. For this the party of the 
Chinese workers has to be built and 
the banner of the Chinese workers 
raised over its own redoubts. We 
must stand against imperialism and 
against (he Kuomintang betrayers 
and against those who wouid lead 
us once more into the noose of a 
"bloc of classes". 

Skirmishes on the Manchukuo- 
Mongolian border in the last ten 
days have assumed the proportions 
of virtual battles. The morrow of 
war is not far distant. In China, as 
elsewhere, we can guarantee a firm 
revolutionary alliance with the So- 
viet Union only by. waging common 
battle against the enemies of the 
Soviet Union and the enemies of the 
working class. China's national 
emancipation has become histor- 
ically identified with the emancipa- 
tion of the oppressed toilers. Along 
this front and along no other lies 
victory. 
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London International Lanor Conference 
Endorses Imperialist War Policies 



=Br JOHN O. WRIGHT; 



On March 20, a Joint conference 
ot the Second International and 
the Trade Union International was 
held in London to consider the war 
crisis, aggravated by Hitler's re- 
armament of the Rhine. 

The labor representatives of fif- 
teen European countries, meeting 
presumably to express the views 
and interests of the International 
working class in the taee of the 
gravest war danger, gave proof 
once again that they represented 
nothing except the imperialist pol- 
icies of their respective national 
bourgeoisies. 

The outcome of this Conference 
was a foregone conclusion: the la- 
bor lieutenants of capital merely 
rephrased in "labor terms" the 
political formulas of the imperial- 
ist brigands who are maneuvering 
in preparation for the next world 
slaughter. 

Just as In the League ot Nations, 
so at the London Conference the 
delegates were divided into two 
camps. One group "insisted" that 
Hitler's occupation of the Rhlne- 
iand warranted the strongest ac- 
tion against Germany. This posi- 
tion was most clearly voiced by 
Vanderveide, the leader of the Sec- 
ond International who demanded 
immediate sanctions, that fs to say, 
the immediate outbreak of the war. 
Vandervelde's position coincided in 
every respect with that of the Stal- 
inists who are the most consistent 



munlcatlon to the S.P. suggesting 
that the co-ordinating committees 
should meet, and that both parties 
should urge a joint meeting of the 
Second and Third Internationals. 
The Executive Committee of the 
S.F.I.O. turned down the proposal 
to the great surprise and embar- 
rassment of the Stalinists. Mau- 
rice Thorez, the General Secretary 
of the French C.P., complained 
bitterly about this developing cold- 
ness in his speeches at the Eighth 
Congress of the C.P. held at Villeur- 
banne at the end of January. 

The Labour Monthly summarizes 
his remarks as follows: "Maurice 
Thorez declared himself astonished 
at the irritable tone adopted by 
Leon Blum in criticizing these pro- 
posals after a long silence, and af- 
ter comrade Zyromski (Secretary 
of the Seine Federation) had de- 
clared that they 'were a great step 
forward, and their principles were 
not in contradiction to those in the 
socialist statement.' " (March, 1936, 
p. 148.) 

Tils turn Is a severe blow to the 
Stalinists. But Stalin - Litvlnov- 
Thorez can console themselves with 
the fact that while their formerly 
staunch allies have become some- 
what, lukewarm, they have made 
new converts to their anti-Hitler 
policy. Colonel de La Rocque's 
Croix de Feu (the French Fas- 
cists), which now claims 800,000 
members, and which was hostile to 



advocates of national unity 

"decisive measures'* against Ger- 
man Fascism. 

The second group, led by the 
British labor leaders, with Sir Wal- 
ler Citrine at the head, saw great 
hope la Hitler's "peace proposals", 
and were for negotiations. The 
British social patriots looking as 
usual eye to eye with their imper- 
ialist masters were all for collec- 
tive security on the basis of Non- 
Aggression Pacts, provided, 
that -these are extended to include 
Soviet Russia (of course! of 
course ! ) . 

Only yesterday, these same gen- 
tlemen were the loudest in demand- 
ing sanctions against Mussolini. 
But today British Imperialism 
wants not sanctions but negotia- 
tions with Hitler. So, while Eden 
speaks in the Parliament, Citrine 
does his share at the Internation- 
al Conference. 

The British representatives were 
not the only ones who made a "sub- 
tle change" in their views. The 
French representatives were ■ loud 
in their verbal demands for sanc- 
tions, but as a matter of fact it 
is some time now that the French 
labor lieutenants, with Blum, 
Faure and associates have under- 
gone a change of heart on the sub- 
ject of taking an intra usigeant at- 
titude towards Hitler. 

Paul Faure, the secretary Of the 
French Socialist party, has of la!e, 
i time npd again Insisted : "One 
must always negotiate, no matter 
with whom it is, when it is, and 
under what circumstances it is." 
Eden's pronouncements.- attacked 
so bitterly by the French Stalinists 
in I'Humanite, were acclaimed by 
the Socialist Populaire as "a con- 
firmation" of the position of the 
Socialist party. The apparent con- 
tradiction between Vanderveide and 
Blum is skin deep. It is entirely the 
result of the different political 
tasks and schemes each has to ex- 
ecute in his particular country. 

It follows as a matter of course 
thai the two "opposing" camps 
had no difficulty at all in drafting 
a resolution acceptable to both 
sides. The International Labor 
Conference overwhelmingly passed 
a resolution denouncing Hitler's 
violation of the Locarno Treaty, 
and urging negotiations with a 
view to including not only Hitler 
but Soviet Russia in a system of 
n on -aggression pacts, etc. 

Thus, the same people who did 
rheir work so well in the prepara- 
tion for the World War in 191-1, 
are once again prostituting the 
Second International, giving the 
imperialist bourgeoisie guarantees 
in advance that the European work- 
ing class will docilely march to the 
slaughter. 

* * • 

THE HITCH IN ORGANIC 
UNITS' IN FRANCE 

The subtle change in the policy 
of the French S. P. noted above is 
the biggest obstacle to the fusion 
of the C.P. and S.P. that has de- 
veloped since the time the Stalin- 
ists launched their campaign for 
organic unity. 

Blum, Faure and Co. have suf- 
fered a ."reaction" against the Stal- 
inist ballyhoo for national unity 
"in action" against Germany. They 
are now for negotiating with Hit- 
ler, The extent of this "reaction" 
is perhaps best illustrated by the 
fact thot^he "Revolutionary Left" 
(Plvert and 'Co.) have gone on 
record (of course, with very revo- 
lutionary phrases) in favor of the 
policy of Flandin-Eden. Thus it 
is that the "left'' cover serves the 
social -pat riots to dupe the workers. 

The policy of Flandin-Eden has 
come into a slight contradiction 
with the policy of Stalin-Lttvinov. 
As a result, the pleasant dreams of 
a "single party" have been some- 
what rudely disturbed. Some time 
ago the French C.P. sent a com- 



and the Franco-Russian pact, has now 
declared in favor of the pact, if 
only "as an inevitable reply to Hit- 
ler." (See the Manchester Guard- 
an Weekly, March 20, 1936, p. 

226). 

* * « 

JAPAN 

The results of the parliamentary 
elections held in Japan towards the 
end of February are a clear ex- 
pression of a leftward trend on the 
part of the masses, which in turn 
Is a reflection of the social and 
economic tension in the country. 

The Japanese bourgeojs papers 
have devoted great attention to the 
leap in the support for the working 
class and peasant parties, who have 
quadrupled their votes since the 
last elections In 1032. 

The largest of the left parties Is 
the Sakai Taisuto, a party with a 
hidebound reformist program. This 
party resulted from a merger some 
four years ago between the Sakai 
Minsuto party and the Ulppon 
Taisuto. In 1928 both these parties, 
running independent tickets, had 
five representatives in the Japan- 
ese parliament (Sakai Minsuto — 4; 
Nippon Taisuto-— 1). In 1930 Sakai 
Minsuto dwfndled to two represen- 
tatives ; and the other party 
gained another representative, hav- 
ing now also two. After the mer- 
ger, the united party came back to 
the original strength of five rep- 
resentatives (1932 ) . In the last 
elections, they elected 18. 

Further to the left of this re- 
formist party, are "groups" of pro- 
letarians and peasants. The larg- 
est of these is the Kato Kandziu, 
which is Stalinist in its tendencies. 
All these groups elected five repre- 
sentatives. (They hod no repre- 
sentatives at all In the 1932 elec- 
tions; in 1930 they had a single 
representative, and in 1928 — 2.) 

AH the organizations together 
polled over (500,000 votes. This un- 
precedented vote, together with the 
defeat of the Seiyukai party — the 
most reactionary party of large 
landowners and powerful monopoly 
combines of the Mitsui clan— and 
the victory of the Minseito party, 
which Is considered as the more 
"liberal" party, is a clear indica- 
tion of a leftward shift similar to 
the movement in Czartst Russia on 
the eve of the Russo-Japanese War. 
Reaction In Japan is alarmed. 
And the military Fascist putsch 
followed immediately upon the elec- 
tions. 

However, in Japan there Is not 
a iis.ii as yet of the Bolshevik 
cadres and leadership that obtained 
in Czarist Russia. 

The confusion and weakness in 
the ranks of the working li'ifcs 
make it possible for a bourgeois 
organ like the Nitsi-Nltsi to scoff 
at the successes o-' the radical or- 
ganizations and to insist that these 
successes are to be accounted for 
not by the radiealization of the 
voters but by the rightward trend 
of the working class organizations, 
particularly the Sakai Taisuto. 

The appraisal of the Nitsi-Nitsi 
is correct in respect to the right- 
ward trend of the existing organi- 
zations. The rightward trend of 
the leadership at the time the mass- 
es are moving to the lei't has been 
observed time and again in the 
last two decades. In Japan this 
has resulted In a crisis in the 
ranks of»the reformist Sakai Tais- 
uto. The Tokyo paper Asahi pre- 
dicts that the groups to the left 
of the refonnlsts will succeed in 
splitting off sections of the le.t- 
ward moving workers from the 
reformists. Both Pravda and Iz- 
vestfa (February 24) imply that 
such a split is already in the off- 
ing, with the Kato Kandzlu as the 
crystallizing center. The Stalin- 
ists in Moscow foresee shortly a 
good -si zed Stalinist party to exe- 
cute its People's Front maneuvers 
In Japan, 
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SPANISH REVOLUTION REACHES CRITICAL STAGE 



Workers Misled as Capitalist] 
Class Conspires Against Them 



By ALFREDO ROJAS 

The Spanish revolution has ar- 
rived at that critical juncture, ao 
often seen in previous revolutions, 
when all sections of the bourgeoisie 
conspire to rob the proletariat of 
the fruits of its struggle and are 
aided in their maneuvers by the 
cowardice and confusion of the offi- 
cial leadership of the proletarian 
organizations. 

The city and land workers still 
forge ahead, coming ever more into 
direct conflict with the "left" bour- 
geois government of Azana. Within 
the last week alone, the land work- 
ers of Spain have confiscated large 
estates in three provinces. 

Dividing the Landed Estates 
The biggest movement on the 
land is In the province of Badajoz 
where, after sixty thousand workers 
had surveyed the estates, hut thea 
returned to their villages and con- 
tented themselves merely with 
dm wing up plans for dividing the 
estates into small parcels and ap- 
parently had been persuaded to 
wait for the government's land-buy- 
ing program, two days later 25,000 
families marched back into the es- 
tates, divided them up, and are 
already tilling the soil. 

In the province of Seville thou- 
sands of land workers went on 
strike, driving many landowners 
from their estates ; government. 
guards sent to drive off the workers 
killed four but had to retreat. 

In Gerona province workers are 
confiscating estates. 

In Malaga workers attempting to 
seize estates were attacked by gov- 
ernment guards, two of them being 
murdered. These are merely frag- 
mentary reports from capitalist 
press sources, and indicate a coun- 
try-wide move on the estates. 

How much of this move is purely 
spontaneous, is indicated by the 
Statement given to the United Press 
on March 29 by Juan Simeon Vi- 
darte, secretary of the Socialist 
Party executive in Badajoz. He de- 
clared that the workers were simply 
surveying the estates but would 
waft for the government to parcel 
them out legally. Vidarte flatly 
denied that the workers were taK- 
ing possession of the lands. Two 
days later came the news that 25,- 
000 families find taken over the es- 
tates. 

Strike Movement Aggressive 
The workers in the cities are 
also on the move. Strikes are 
widespread throughout Spain, in al- 
most every case resulting in re- 
sounding victories. Typical of tin* 
feeling of the workers is the ulti- 
matum presented to ihe bosses by 
the powerful metal workers' organ- 
ization of Barcelona. Striking fcr 
wage increases and a 44-hour week, 
the workers notified the bosses that 
unless their demands are shortly 
granted, they will occupy the fac- 
tories and run them on a socialist 
basis. 

In Valencia, the various trade 
unions, hitherto sharply divided, 
have united to force the bosses to 
rehire all workers discharged on 
polirical grounds during the last 
few years. The Azana government 
has not attempted lo enforce the 
law for rehiring, and Valencia's 
example shows that the proletariat 
is beginning to take the matter into 
its own hands. 

Sf ill Clinging to Azana 

While the land and city workers 
are finis coming into ever sharper 
conflict Willi the republican govern- 
ment, flic Socialist and Communist 
leadership is hanging onto the 
coattaib- of the Azana government. 
The reimb'ican bourgeois groups, 
having sot the best of the bargain 
In the February Ifi national elec- 
tions by I win e given an absolute 
majority of ihe seats on the joint 
republican -workers' slate, demand- 
ed a similar joint slate for the 
municipal elections which take 
place on April 12.. The Communist 
party immediately came out for 
such a coalition. After a sharp dis- 
agreement within the Socialist 
ranks, the left Socialists demanding 
an independent proletarian course 
fn Ihe municipal elections, the Right 
Wing Socialists were victorious 
and the Socialist party agreed to 
enter a joint slate. 

The apologists for the coalition 
with the bourgeoisie in the Febru- 
ary Kith elections defended the co- 
alition on the grounds- that it was 
solely for amnesty and restoration 
of democratic rights. This excuse 
no longer holds for the April 12 co- 
alition. The "left" government, in 
fact, is curtailing democratic rights. 
Spain is under a modified form of 
martial law decreed by Azana. The 
government has prohibited all out- 
door meetings and congregating on 
the streets. It has sent guards and 
troops to put down the land work- 
ers. It is with this bourgeois gov- 
ernment that the April 12th coali- 
tion is being made. 

Catholics Boycott Elections 

What makes the coalition even 
more ludicrous is the fact that the 
Catholics and Monarchists and 
other reactionary groups have an- 
nounced that they will boycott the 
muniefpal elections. They are boy- 



cotting because they know they 
have no chance of victory. But this 
boycott means that if the Socfalist 
Party, which is by far the main 
party of the proletariat, were to 
conduct an independent campaign, 
it could sweep the country. 

Instead of the proletariat taking 
advantage of the situation, it is the 
republican bourgeoisie which seeks 
to reap a harvest. The republican 
press does not criticize the reac- 
tionaries for the boycott, using It 
as proof conclusive that the reac- 
tionaries refuse to submit to the 
will -of the majority. On tie con- 
trary, the government is cocquet- 
ting with the reactionaries' demand 
that the government call off the 
municipal elections. 

In this move, It is very likely 
that there is a secret understanding 
between Azana and the reaction- 
aries. Knowing that the rights can- 
not win the elections, and fearing 
that the proletarian organizations, 
even if they do not conduct an in- 
dependent campaign may neverthe- 
less force through a proletarian 
majority on the joint election slate, 
the reactionaries may have with- 
drawn in order to give the Azani. 
government a pretext for forcing 
through a bourgeois majority on the 
joint ticket. 

The Threat of Postponement 
This is borne out by the way 
the question is posed in the repub- 
lican press. "La Ltbertad," repub- 
lican organ, declares that t"he tac- 
tic of the rightists in abstaining 
creates a problem that deserves 
serious consideration by the gov- 
ernment." It gives as the reason 
why the government may perhaps 
decide to call off the elections, that 
there is a possibility of a break 
between the republicans and the 
proletarian organizations over a 
location of seats on the election 
slates. "Can such a question cause 
a division in the Popular Front?" 
asks this bourgeois spokesman. 
"'We do not believe it, we do not 
expect it, but it is necessary to 
consider this possibility. United, 
the victory will be as decisive as 
that of February 16. But the gov- 
ernment should reflect whether it 
is not convenient for the republican 
regime to make a postponement 
Today the local governments of 
Spain are composed of left elements 
(i.e., bourgeois republican majori- 



ties from 1931— A.R.). To leave 
them continue in their present sta- 
tus would mean to prolong the vic- 
tory of February. But whether the 
government decides to postpone the 
elections or to hold them as de- 
creed, the Popular Front should 
continue united on the same repub- 
lican aspirations as those which 
were victorious in February. Any 
other conception (i.e., that of revo- 
lutionary class struggle — A.K.) 
would be premature." 

In other words, the republican 
bourgeoisie, aided and' abetted by 
the Stalinists and the Right wing 
Socialists, threaten to postpone the 
elections unless the workers' organ- 
izations concede the bourgeoisie a 
majority in the elections! 

Army Held in Readiness 
In order to frighten the already 
cowardly proletarian leadership 
into granting the republican bour- 
geoisie's demands, every section of 
the bourgeoisie is making dire 
threats. The republican press be- 
moans the end of the Republic if 
Ihe workers are not reasonable. If 
there is any danger of the republic 
from the left, the army will Step 
in, declare capitalist press dis- 
patches. President Zamora Is quot- 
(d "from reliable sources," as pre- 
pared to establish a government of 
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national concentration, if there is 
any danger of a revolution. 

Thus all sections of the bourgeoi- 
sie conspire to consolidate the 
bourgeois state power. The only 
answer to this bulldozing ts the 
independent concentration of prole- 
tarian power in the Workers Alli- 
ances. Only this power can pre- 
vent a debacle. But instead of 
breaking with their already treach- 
erous "left" bourgeois allies, the 
Communist and Socialists leaders 
are trailing them. 

A Bay of Hope 

The one ray of hope is that the 
spontaneous drive of the masses is 
reinforcing a sharp differentiation 
in the ranks of the Socialist leader- 
ship. Outstanding among the left. 
Socialist figures is Javier Bueno, 
leader of the Asturian rebellion, 
lreed from prison by the workers 
after the national election. 

At numerous mass meetings, Ja- 
vier Bneno has declared his lack 
of confidence in the Popular Front, 
and has urged the workers to build 
the Workers Alliances, embryo of 
rhe Soviets, as the indispensable in- 
strument of both the immediate and 
future struggles. 



By MAX SHACHTMAN 

What is cheaper and easier now- 
adays than to be a "Friend of the 
Soviet Union"? Is there a labor 
politician so lacking in astuteness 
as not to understand tnat merely 
by avowing himself a "friend" of 
Russia he automatically acquires 
from the international Stalinist of- 
ficialdom an extensive measure of 
immunity and support for what may 
well be (and usually is) his entirety 
reactionary policy ? There are many 
left who remain obtuse on this 
score, but their number diminishes 
daily. 

Among those who have recently 
caused the number to diminish is 
the new recruit to the "friends" of 
the Soviet Union, a man who also 
bears the name of "John Powers." 
Powers, in addition to his literary 
work for other reactionary papers, 
not only writes every week the in- 
ternational news column of the 
New Leader, official organ of the 
Socialist party's "Old Guard," but 
is in a fair way of becoming the 
leading theoretician of his faction. 

Up to quite recently, Powers has 
not made the slightest effort to con- 
ceal his rabid hatred of the Soviet 
Union, of communism, of every- 
thing for which the Russian revo- 
lution stands in the minds of Marx- 
ists. Even if rather less sensa- 
tionally, he has been to the estates 
of Adolph Ochs and James Oneal 
what Harry Lang was to the es- 
tates of ■William Randolph Hearst 
and Abraham Cahan. It goes with- 
out asying that especially since the 
sharpening of the Socialist party's 
internal struggle between the Left 
wing and the Old Guard, hardly a 
week has gone by in the New Lead- 
er without a venomous and mali- 
cious attack on the "Militant group" 
from Powers' pen. Between the 
pages of the New York Times and 
the columns of the Old Guard press 
he has laid down a drum-fire at- 
tack upon every progressive and 
revolutionary current in the Social- 
ist movement. No social democratic 
idea so reactionary, no current so 
sterile, no record so bankrupt, but 
that powers has come pugnaciously 
td its defense. 
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.1 could safely say that over half 
ihe inhabitants of Naples arc hun- 
gry half the time. 

"This is by no means all. For 
five months now, workers, have 
been lorbidden -to quit their jobs 
on penalty of losing their syndicate 
cards. They can however as before 
be fired at the will of their, employ- 
ers. This system Of labor conscrip- 
tion has been given an appearance 
of equality and a legal covering by 
the provision that the bosses must 
first get permission fo discharge 
from the Fascist syndicate, but in 
my experience 1 have not known 
<i. any cases where permission was 
refused. It is a mere formality and 
Hibtprfuge. This 1ms ali Hie ad- 
vantages of chattel slavery without 
rtny of its disadvantages. And the 
Italian workers arc asked to sup- 
port the war and enlist in the army 
in order to abolish slavery in Eth- 
iopia ! 

"Why do the workers endure such 
intolerable condi'ions? They can- 
not for ihe time being do other- 
wise. The pervasive system o es- 
pionage and the governmental ter- 
ror malie it impossible for them to 
si'cak out openly against their op- 
pressors or to sirike at them. They 
bear their burdens with clenched 
teeth and closed fist. 

The Opposition Movement 

"So far as T have been able to 
asiertain. there is almost no or- 
Sanin^d opposition working under- 
ground against the regime amonc: 
rtie workers. There were a number 
of small revolutionary groups, or- 
ganized in groups of five, operating 
in the utmost secrecy a few years 
us«. I''"t police agents succeeded 
in ivo vmi ns their way into them: 
broke them up; and the revolution- 
ists are now in prison or on the 
jienal islands. 

"Many of the older workers re- 
member the occupations of the fac- 
tories during 1921-22 and retain 
their Socialist convictions. The 
younger generation, however, I re- 
gret fo report, that has been 
brought up under the present re- 
gime and stuffed with Fascist pro- 
paganda, are greatly confused by 
Mussolini's demagogy. They hare 
had no Socialist education, are ta- 
ken in by his anti-capitalist utter- 
ances : and more or less believe 
that the empty fist he waves at the 
capitalists will be brought down 
upon them and used to crush them. 
Rut they will learn from their 
own bitter experience what Fas- 
cism really is. 

"I wish I could convey to you 
the extent of the espionage svstem 
It is the cement that holds the re- 
gime together. Soi"s ve- 
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wherej In the factories, in the res- 
taurants, etc. Agents provocateurs 
are constantly at work ferreting out 
opponents of the regime. People are 
extremely distrustful of one another 
and especially of strangers. 

The application of sanctions by 
Kugland has given the government 
a heaven-sent opportunity to direct 
the wrath of the masses against 
England. But this patriotic fervor 
is beginning to die down, despite 
the frantic efforts of the Fascists 
to keep it at white heat. People 
ai-2 beginning to wonder and ask: 
How long can. this last? Where 
will it end? What are we getting 
out of it Mussolini's only answer 
is: tighten your belts and prepare 
lor another and bigger war. 

"There are rumors of friction 
between the army high command 
and the Fascist party tops. There 
is no question but that cracks are 
appearing and widening in all di- 
rections within the regime, although 
as yet they are carefully covered 
op. 

'"In my opinion, the critical time 
will come with the return of the 
troops from Ethiopia. Mussolini 
Low has over 300,000 men under 
arms in Africa and a million in 
Italy. He cannot demobilize them 
without the greatest dangers to 
himself. Perhaps, H will not be 
necessary for him to do so. The 
new world war Is so perilously 
close.'. 

The prolongation of the Ethio- 
pian campaign, the efforts of the 
effects of the economic sanctions, 
the heavy expenses of the war. the 
arowing discontent among all ranks 
of the people, the tenseness in the 
international situation undermine 
the stability of the Fascist state 
and drives Mussolini on to increas- 
ingly desperate measures. II Duces 
days are numbered. But "whom 
the gods would destroy, they first 
make mad.'' Into what bloodier 
adventures will he drag the Italian 
people before his doom is sealed ? 
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'.If all the ideas prevalent in the 
Second International, few are as 
deceptive, treacherous and fraught 
with calamity for the world's 
working class as the doctrine that 
the proletariat most support the 
"democratic" capitalist nations in 
a war with the Fascist countries. 
Between 1914 and 191S, identically 
the same conception converted most 
of the Socialist parties into cannon- 
fodder suppliers for their respective 
capitalist fatherlands. Nothing hav- 
ing changed in the Old Guard of 
the Second International, Powers is 
consequently to be found today 
i.mong the teachers of social-patri- 
otic doctrine. Let a war break out 
tomorrow between Fascist Germany 
and "democratic*' imperialist France 
for a new re-division of the world, 
and Powers is certain to range him- 
self on the side of the French 
butchers. The fact that Italy, Po- 
land and Yugoslavia would, in all 
likelihood, be counted in the French 
'■ democratic" front, would make no 
difference to Powers. For it should 
be remembered that his predeces- 
sors of 1914 were not made less 
jingoistic in their support of ihe 
Allies because of ihe fact that the 
Czar and Ihe Mikado were also 
"making the world safe for demo- 
cracy.'' 

The League of Nations is today 
merely a pseudonym for the so- 
ealled "democratic" countries. 
Jointly dominated by France, the 
gendarme of Europe, and England, 
slave-owner on six continents, its 
principal pre -oc en part on In world 
politics in our time has been {and 
is) the preservation of the unpre- 
servable stains quo. The status quo 
—the state of things as they are — 
means not only the iiuamons Ver- 
sailles treaty {which formed part of 
the yeast on which Hitlerism rose 
to power) but also the oppressive 
rule of bankrupt capitalism over 
tens of millions of workers and 
hundreds of millions of colonial 
serfs. 

The support given the League of 
Nations, from the very beginning, 
by the Second International has 
merely been another way of sup- 
porting the continued existence of 
capitalism, thinly covered with ref- 
erences to the alleged potentialities 
for peace residing somewhere in the 



the tender and patient care of social 
democratic cabinet ministers for 
their eventual emergence into full 
flower. 

The Soviet Union's affiliation to 
the League has had the same effect 
In the ranks of the working class 
as the continued support of "the 
thieves' kitchen at Geneva" by the 
, Second International. An even 
more damaging effect, however. 
And that precisely because the So- 
viet Union today still stands for 
the great traditions of the Russian 
revolution in the minds of the mass- 
es, and its action could only serve 
to give the League of Bandits a 
naf credit rating where it had for- 
merly had none. 

To the same extent that the Stal- 
in-Lltvinov policy in the League of 
Nations has brought confusion and 
demoralization into the working 
class, it has earned the Soviet bu- 
reaucracy the approbation of the 
Second International. Why not? 
The more "realiBtie" Stalin be- 
comes, that, is, the more violently 
he tramples under foot the teach- 
ings of Marx and Lenin and the in- 
terests of the world revolution, the 
more confidently the rulers of the 
Second International feel that he 
is one of them. 

But even more than this Is In- 
volved. Having brought Soviet na- 
tionalism to its logical culmination 
in social-patriotism, Stalin makes 
it possible for the patriots in the 
Second International to trade on 
the revolutionary reputation of Rus- 
sia in their base work of mobiliz- 
ing the proletariat for the coming 
war. What is new in the situation 
now as compared with 1914, there- 
fore, is that now, with the aid of 
Stalinism, the Second International 
can jierform its reactionary role in 
the name of "defending the Soviet 
Union. 1 ' 

Where lies one of the greatest, 
if not the greatest hope for a gen- 
uinely proletarian movement and 
struggle against the impending im- 
perialist war? for that world peace 
which only international socialism 
can assure? In the sweep to (he 
Left of the militant Socialist ele- 
ments in the Second International, 
in their logical evolution to the 
position of consistent revolutionary 
Marxism In a number of coun- 
tries, these elements are moving at 
greater or lesser siieed, with great- 
er or lesser clarity, away from the 
classic conceptions of social refor- 
mism, and especially, away from 
the latter's capitalist patriotism. 
And the clubs with which the Right 
wing bureaucracy seeks to beat 
them hack, are being taken more 
and more from the arsenal of Stal- 
inism. 

Powers offers a concrete instance 
of how this is being done. In the 
attempt to smash the Militant 
(I roup, he calls upon Stalin-Litvin- 
ov for aid and invokes their con- 
ception of the '"defense of the So- 
viet Union" -to buttress his reac- 
lionary position. 

Let us quote extensively from 
Mm, so that we may see the lull 
significance of the growing rap- 
proachement between the Right 
wing of the Second International 
and the bureaucracy of the Third. 



Japan, no Socialist aware of tie 
realities of the situation and pos- 
sessing a sense of responsibility can 
criticize Soviet Russia for its pol- 
icy of collaboration with the League 
and of any countries whose inter- 
ests' coincide with Soviet Russia's 
in the task of checkmating Hitler's 
war conspiracy. The interests of 
self-defense justify fully the sharp 
change in Soviet Russia's foreign 
policy from ill-founded, bitter op- 
position to the League of Nations 
to 'class collaboration' with the 
League and any bourgeois govern- 
ments whose own interests dictate 
the necessity of collaboration with 
Soviet Russia. We have no hesita- 
tion in saying that those Socialists 
and Communists of the Left who 
assail Russia's legitimate policy of 
self-defense are, speaking objec- 
tively, doing the work of Hitler 
and Fascism." 
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"Litvinov's speech before the 
Council of Ihe League of Nations 
in London on Tuesday,"' he begins 
(New Leader, March 21, 1036), "em- 
phasized again the extent to which 
Soviet Russia is committed to col- 
laboration with the League and 
her military allies, France and 
Czechoslovakia, against Hitler Ger- 
many's war plans. For Soviet Rus- 
sia to pursue any other policy would 
be lo neglect criminally her very 
life interests and to jeopardize the 
conquests of the revolution. After 
Hitler's speech announcing the ad- 
vance of German troops into the 
demilitarized Rhineland, there 
could be no more doubt of the aims 
of German policy. What Hitler of- 
fered to Europe was a 25- year 
peace guarantee in the West in ex- 
change for a free hand against 
Russia. The militarist-Fascist ban- 
dists of Germany have the temerity 
lo suggest openly that if permitted 
to despoil and dismember Russia, 
they will not at tack the rest of 
Europe. Litvinov emphasized this 
point very well and exposed com- 
rletely the true character of Hit- 
ler's objectives. 

"In the light of the very real and 
formidable danger confronting Se- 



ttle Trotsky-Borah Amalgam 

The reason far Powers' newly dis- 
covered passion for the Soviet Un- 
ion becomes clearer a week later. 
In the March 28 issue of the New 
Leader he lets fly a new attack on 
Norman Thomas and the Socialist 
Militants. The latter are, according 
to Powers, "a curious combinatloo 
of 'Left wing' communism and prim, 
itive, parochial American isolation- 
ism." His column, according to its 
headline, is devoted to "some com- 
ments on the Trotsky-Borah policy 
advocated by Thomas." 

As Is evident from the headline, 
Powers and Co. have learned quite 
a bit from the art of Stalinist pol- 
itics. Just as Trotsky is always 
bracketed in the C.P. press with 
"White Guards and counter- revolu- 
tionists," the Old Guard has learned 
to bracket the Left wing with every- 
one and everything that is abhor- 
ren to conservative socialism. What, 
for example, have Trotsky and Uor_ 
ah in common, especially on the 
question at issue, the League of 
Nations? Borah stands, presumably, 
or American isolation in principle, 
for the preservation of American 
capitalist rule free from commit- 
ments in Europe, so that it may 
pursue a world imperialist policy 
with the maximum of latitude, 
Trotsky is opposed to the League of 
Nations on grounds common to 
every revolutionist, namely, because 
it is an association of imperialist 
brigands, and his opposition is en- 
tirely in conformity with his irre- 
concilable antagonism to capitalist 
rule in the United States, regard- 
less of whether the latter is In the 
League or not. 

The position taken by Norman 
Thomas, in spite of those of its 
ii spec ts which are not consistent 
with his main argument, and there- 
fore not thoroughgoing, Is never- 
theless infinitely closer to the rev- 
olutionary stand than the position 
of the Second International. In 
fact, the two move in opposite di- 
rections. Thomas, for example, de- 
clares that "only a socialist appeal 
presents real hope." If this means 
that the struggle against war can 
be conducted effectively only by 
means of an independent, militant 
working class movement, it is un- 
assailable. The pontiffs of the Sec- 
ond International, however, who 
have worked with mi^ht and main 
to demoralize the proletarian move- 
ment, take the position that because 
the working class is prostrate and 
confused, the only nay of "pre- 
venting" war is to get behind the 
capitalist war-mongers, or at least 
a section of them. 



The Old Guard has long ago lost 
any belief in the ability of the 
workini: class not only to emanci- 
pate itscl ■', but even to fight its 
daily battles under capitalism. The 
working class is to be saved from 
eai.italism and its ravages, by sup- 
porting . . . capitalism and its in- 
stitutions. "Bv deriding the League 
of Nations, the only international 
instrument for colleciive action 
available, 1 '- Powers reproaches Tho- 
mas, ". . , he helps lend encourage- 
ment to the enemies of internation- 
al cooperation and gives aid and 
comfort to Hitler." 



The League, in Powers' mind, is 
the "only international instrumept 
for collective action available," for 
one simple reason: He has not the 
sigh test belief that the world pro- 
letarian movement, be it organized 
in the Second or Third Internation- 
als, is available for collective ac- 
tion or action of any other kind in 
its own behalf ! 



The argument that the working 
class movement Is weak and must 
seek assistance for its cause out- 
side its own immediate ranks, that 
it must therefore support the 
League, "however inadequate," is 
arguing in a vicious circle. The 
proletarian movement is weak pre- 
cisely because it supports the insti- 
tutions of its class enemy. The way 
to keep it weak, to keep It un-self- 
leliant, Is to teach It to continue 
supporting enemy institutions. The 
labor movement internationally has 
indeed been brought to the edge of 
a treacherous swamp. It stands 
with one leg on firm soil; the other 
rests on the surface of the swamp. 
By that very fact it is unbalanced, 
and consequently weak. The Ola 
Guard of the Second International, 
ardently assisted by Stalinism, 
keeps warning the working class, 
that it is not in a firm position by 
Itself and that the way to streng- 
then Itself is to lean more heavily 
on the swamp. And the heavier it 
leans in that direction, the closer 
it comes to toppling over into the 
swamp and being entirely en- 
gulfed by it 

The Second International is pre- 
paring feverishly to play the same 
role in the coming war tnat it 
played in 1914. Wfcen Powera 
writes that Its ends are "the main- 
tenance of peace, it at all possible,, 
and the mobilization of the nations 
and peoples against any military 
aggression by Hitler Fascism," he- 
means: when war does break out, 
we will mobilize the proletariat tor 
the trenches where it may be- 
slaughtered in the interests of the 
"democratic" bandits, which ought 
to be at least as much consolation 
to the workers as it was in 1914- 
1918 to die for "republican" France, 
"poor little" Belgium and "demo- 
cratic" America. 

The Third International not only- 
takes the same line of policy, but 
supplies the old school of social- 
patriots with a new argument whichi 
they did not have the benefit ot 
twenty years ago : "defense of the- 
Soviet Union." Under cover of this, 
entirely correct slogan, all kinds, 
of scoundrels, who either never 
gave a damn about the Soviet re- 
public or who have been system- 
atically undermining Its revolution- 
ary foundations, are fostering the- 
poison of chauvinism in the body 
of the working class. 

Whoever offers an antitoxin to- 
this poison, whoever seeks to dispel 
It from the ranks of the proletariat^ 
to make the latter health? a n & 
strong and able to rely on and fight 
for itself, is now dismissed by both, 
the old line bureaucracies by being: 
labelled ... a Trotskyist. 

What significance must the Left 
wing Socialist necessarily attach, 
:o the fact that the reactionary- 
and corrupt Old Guard of his party 
now attacks him in the same terras,, 
with the same arguments, and even 
with the same shibboleths and la- 
bels, as the Stalinists have always; 
attacked the revolutionary interna- 
tionalists whom they finally ex- 
pelled from their party ! 

Old Guard -C. P. p 
Draws Closer 

The Stalinists, having completed; 
their development towards social- 
patriotism, find that they have a 
decreasing attractive power for the- 
Left wing Socialist workers— be- 
cause they are travelling in oppo- 
site directions. For the same rea- 
son, the Stalinists find an increas- 
ingly common program— in theory 
and in action — with the reactionary 
wing of the Second International. 
Like draws unto like. For the same- 
reason, those who are being so gen- 
erally covered with the label of 
"Trotskyism" U.v the reactionary 
bureaucracies, even if not always- 
very accurately and warranted!; - , 
must inevitably draw together also. 
Comius,- from different directions 
though they have, traveling though 
they do at .different paces, they are 
iiuiliiig their road towards the rev- 
olutionary proletarian struggle 
against war and Fascism, and 
against the whole system of cap- 
italism from which tiiese twin evils, 
inexorably arise. 

The political alliance between the- 
Old Guard social democrats and the 
Stalinists, not organizationally ex- 
pressed only because of considera- 
tions of an essentially secondary 
order, only foreshadows that heal- 
thier and truly progressive coming: 
together of all the revolutionary 
forces who understand the situation 
and know how to draw the proper- 
conclusions from it. 
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Klan Pays 
Defense 
Attorney 

Whitcwuh Planned in 

Tamp* Flosging 

Trial 



TAMPA, April ft— The appoint- 
ment of two outstanding Florida 
attorneys to strengthen the prose- 
cution in the flogging m order trials 
16 being asked of Governor Dave 
Sholtz by labor, religious and civic 
groups that are fighting Ku Rlnx 
Klan ■ terrroism here. 

These groups are dissatisfied 
with the conduct of the state's case 
up to now by State Attorney J. Rex 
Farrior. The addition of new 
counsel, they feel, Is essential to 
the vigorous prosecution of the 
cases and to resist the introduc- 
tion of false and extraneous Issues 
by the defense. 

jWhen the first of the trials re- 
opens next Monday in Bartow, 
Polk County, the defense will be 
bolstered by two additional crim- 
inal lawyers, Luke C. Johnson and 
E. A. Borsage, whose record of ac- 
quitals is among the highest in 
Florida. 

The hiring of Luke Johnson In 
a criminal 'trial In Polk County 
constitutes the nearest thing to 
buying an acquittal. Johnson is 
reputed to have compiled a highly 
informative file of all the eligible 
jurors in the county. He knows 
the life history and prejudices of 
every man on any given venire and 
he usually wins his cases right 
after the jury box is filled and be- 
fore any witnesses are called. Such 
a convenience should bring great 
relief to the defendants and ex- 
plains further the anxiety of Pat 
Whltaker, chief defense counsel, 
for a change of venue which meant 
moving to Polk County. 

Attorney Paid in Cash 

Johnson is said to have demand- 
ed and received 55,000 in cash be- 
fore consenting to help acquit the 
11 ex-cops and Klansroen who are 1 
indicted for the murder -of Joseph 
Shoemaker and the kidnapping and 
flogging of Eugene P. Poulnot and 
Sam D. Rogers. Whitaker himself 
is also said to have received an In- 
itial payment of $5,000 in cash as 
chief defense counsel. 

While the defendants may have 
(Continued on Page 4) 



Tokyo -Berlin Alliance 



Unions Flay 
Grand Jury 



The following telegram was sent 
to Mayor Da Guardia, Governor 
Lehman, and to Borough President 
Bobert Tngersoll by the Conference 
for the Defense of the Rights of 
Organised Labor in Brooklyn: 

April 2, 1936 
The Kings County December 
Grand Jury presentment of April 
first Is definite challenge to or- 
ganized labor in Brokclyn. They 
charge that the strike at May 
Department Store conducted by 
Local 1250, Department Store 
Workers Union, American Feder- 
ation of Labor, was organized by 
'certain uninformed person? nei- 
ther patrons of Brooklyn stores 
nor residents of Brooklyn consist- 
ing of a disorderly rabble of some 
two or three hundred young rad- 
icals aided, abetted and encour- 
aged by the responsible heads of 
the Union.' The recommendation 
of the Grand Jury calling upon 
city magistrates to deal with- the 
situation with a firm hand is di- 
rect encouragement to all anti- 
labor forces to crack down upon 
picketing in Brooklyn. Our or-, 
ionization, a firm supporter of 
the May department store strik- 
ers, and representing twenty-six 
Brooklyn American Federation of 
Labor unions with a membership 
of one hundred fifty thousand 
Brooklyn workers, maintains that 
the decision of the Grand Jury Is 
In direct line with the desires of 
the Brooklyn Chamber of Com- 
merce and other anti-labor forces 
in Brooklyn. We demand you 
take action with regard to Inves- 
tigating the personnel of the 
Kings County December Grand 
Jozy. 

Conference for Defense «t Right* 
of Organized Labor In Brooklyn, 
Jesse Lane, Secretary. 
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Adequate Soviet Defense Made' Extremely 

Difficult By Stalinist Manoeuvers 

With Chinese Bourgeoisie 

By LO SEN 
Germany and Japan have struck a virtual bargain for joint action 
against the Soviet Union. 

This alliance, in preparation for several years and often reported 
consummated, was the outstanding development this week in an Inter- 
national diplomatic situation crammed with plans and counter-plans, 
notes and threats, offers and promises, under cover of which the 
powers of Europe are Jockeying into position for war. 
News of the Berlin-Tokyo paet,«> 



while not official, came through Au- 
gur, a 'White Russian emigre close 
to the British Foreign Office and 
one of the best-informed corres- 
pondents in Europe. If not yet 
embodied in a formal document, 
the understanding between these 
two Powers Is complete as to mili- 
tary details. The frequent ex- 
change of military and economic 
commissions between Japan and 
Germany during the last three 
years has not been for purposes of 
courtesy or mere display. Now that 
Germany has upset the European 
applecart by marching into the 
Rhineland and the crisis brought 
nearer, it is logical that Japan 
should seek means of correlating 
its own plans against the Soviet 
Union more closely with similar ar- 
rangements in Europe. 

It has become increasingly clear 
that the Hirota Government Is car- 
rying through on all fronts inten- 
sive preparations for war in the 
East while presenting to the world 
at large a "liberal" and "moderate" 
front. The Ministry of War in 
Tokyo on April 6 asked for a "spe- 
cial budget" of $300,000,000 for the 
purpose, frankly stated, of streng- 
thening the Japanese military ma- 1 



chine on the mainland with a view 
to eventual hostilities against the 
U.S.S.R. 

Japan will plan its anti-Soviet 
moves now in tune with develop- 
ments in Europe where British 
support of Germany has placed thf 
U.S.S.R. In a dangerous position. 
Moscow has recognised this fact, 
by coming out tor "German equali- 
ty" within a general framework of 
collective security, another one of 
these hopeless formulas with which, 
somehow, in some way, the inevit- 
able day of reckoning is to be post- 
poned. But coming from Moscow, 
this proposal shows to what extern 
the whole careful system of pacts 
anij alliances has foundered. 
On the Far Eastern Front 

Meanwhile, on the Far Eastern 
front, mutual relations among Ja- 
pan, China, the U.S.S.R. and Mon- 
golia, are likewise undergoing a 
process of definition. 

(I, 1 Moscow published a pact of 
.mutual assistance with Outer Mon- 
golia which was formally signed 
on Mari-h 12 this year, but which 
has been in effect since Nov. 27, 
1B34. 

(Continued from Page 3) 
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>ers 



Mini,etal. 

Calif. Prison Board Sets 
Sentences for Sacra- 
mento Defendants 



FACTS ON TAMPA 



SAN FRANCISCO, Cal., April 10. 
—The California Board of Prison 
Terms yesterday set sentence for 
live of the Sacramento criminal 
syndicalism prisoners. Pat Cham- 
bers, Martin Wilson and Jack 
Crane were given Ave years, Al- 
bert Hougardy three and a half 
years, and Norman Mini three 
years. Both Mini and Bbugardy 
wJU serve 16 months of this period 
on parole. Assuming time off for 
good behavior, since both have al- 
ready served one year; the two 
have about four months more to 
serve iu prison. 

Of the 18 defendants tried, Caro- 
tins Decker, Par Chambers and 
Norman Mini were special targets 
for the prosecution's mendacious 
wrath. The first two had led the 
strikes which won $2,000,000 addi- 
tional wages in 1933 for the ex- 
ploited migratory workers of the 
Slate. In Mini's case what parti- 
cularly infuriated Sacramento re- 
actionaries was the spectacle of an 
educated, intelligent native son 
spurning all evasions and, in 'the 
face of threats and pressure, reaf- 
firming in open court his devotion 
to the idea of a new social order 
and a particular road to It. It was 
because he so defiantly affirmed 
that' "the future belongs to us" 
that the Sacramento Bee and other 
' reactionary institutions have houn- 
ded Mini and the National Sacra - 
: mento Appeal Committee ever since 
| its creation. 



Azana Speaks Firmly 
tor Conservative Spain 

Loudly Applauded by Stalinists and Mon- 
archists -zCabellero Cautious; Swing 
to Right Apparent 

By ALFREDO BOJAS 
The Azana government took another big step to the right this 
wee*. On April 4, only eight days before the municipal elections were 
to he held, Azana issued a decree indefinitely postponing them. The 
rightist*— Monarchists and Catholics— had declared they would ab- 
stain from the elections and had called upon Azana to postpone them. 
This leaves bourgeois-republican majorities, elected In 1931, still In 

control of the local governments. _^_ 

Azana's postponement of the elee-^ ~ 



tions was preceded the day before 
by a significant speech by Azana 
before the Cortes, and which was 
greeted with praise by all sections 
of the bourgeoisie and by the Stal- 
inists. 

Anna's Speech 
The tenor of Azana's speech is 
summarized by "Ahora," republi- 
can daily, as follows: 

"The fear that the recent dis- 
orders (Le„ strikes and peasant 
seizures of land) would continue, 
should be dispelled by Azana's 
spwh. in it he declared, first, 
that he will go no further than 
the limits filed" by the electoral 
pact of the Popular Front; sec- 
ond, that he, heeding the dic- 
tates of experience and responsi- 
bility, would keep control of the 
execution of the (electoral) pro- 
gram, which is equivalent to reg- 
ulating the rhythm, circumstanc- 
es, possibilities and consequences 
of it ; third, that everything will 
be done by legal methods and 
within the law, punishing all who 
violate it These statements are 
satisfactory and reassuring and 
demonstrate that Azana knows 
that it is expected of him that 



he stop the excesses of the lefts 

which have resulted in disorders 

the last few weeks." 
For Azana— Monarchists, StaHnist* 
Jimenez Fernandez, spokesman 
for the reactionary Catholic Ceda, 
said: "I support ninety percent of 
the speech." Gil Rohles, after 
praising Azana's attitude, declared: 
"I cannot understand how some 
paragraphs of the speech could 
have been applauded by the Com- 
munists and the extreme Social- 
ists." Even the arch-monarchist. 
Count Rom a nones, declared that 
Azana's speech would undoubtedly 
facilitate re-establishment of tran- 
quility and calm in "public opin- 
ion." Calvo Sotelo, leader of the 
monarchists, said: "It was the ex- 
pression of a true eonservatfTe, His 
declaration of respect for the law 
and the Constitution should make 
a good Impression on public opin- 
ion." 

The Stalinists were equally ful- 
some in their praise, the general 
secretary of the Communist party 
issuing a statement saying: 

"We were pleased with the 

speech. In Acana we see the 
(Continued «n Page 2) 



March on 
Capitol Is 
Last Act 

John ion's Rump Con' 

vention Folds Up-- 

A Fiasco 



the Background 



Tampa is famous for cigars, 
gambling and flogging. Labor in 
the cigar factories and in the sur- 
rounding citrus groves is merci- 
lessly exploited. Unemployment is 
widespread. Relief is pitiful. In 
Tampa, the unrestrained gambling 
racket is worth a million dollars a 
month. As in the Test of Florida, 
politicians fight each other for the 
privilege of sharing in the booty. 
Ahyone who tries to buck this 
combination of capitalists, racke- 
teers and politicians, either by or- 
ganizing workers — employed or un- 
employed, or by forming opposition 
political groups, is branded as a 
"red," kidnapped, flogged and some- 
times murdered. The official flog- 
ging agency for the combination Is 
the Ku KIux Klan, a secret hand 
of cowardly, sadistic degenerates 
unsurpassed by anything Hitler has 
yet produced. The police and most 
government officials, high and low, 
are directly connected with .the 
Klan. Nobody knows how many 
floggings and murders have taken 
place. They occur regularly. Their 
perpetrators have never been pun- 
ished by law because in Florida 
the Ku Klux Klan is the law. 
• * * 

The Crime 
On the night of Nov. 30, 1935, 
the constitution-drafting committee 
of the Modern Democrats met in 
a private home in Tampa. In spite 
of any threats, they were going 
ahead with their plans for a pro- 
gressive party opposed to the local 
swindlers. Joseph A. Shoemaker, 
formerly a member of the Socialist 
Party, was chairman. Others 
present were: Eugene F. Poulnot, 
former president of the Pressmen's 
Union, A. F. of L., Chairman of 
the Florida Workers' Alliance and 
a member of the Socialist Party; 
Sam D. Rogers, a member, of the 
Socialist Party and an officer of 
the Florida Workers Alliance; 
Walter Roush and Charles E. Jen- 
sen, chairman and secretary, re- 
spectively, of the Socialist Party 
of Florida, and John A. McCasiill, 
a city fireman. Suddenly, without 
warning and without warrants, 
seven policemen entered the home, 
confiscated all papers and arrested 
the six men present They were 
taken to the police station, ques- 
tioned for "communist" activities 
and "released" one by one. Rousb 
and Jensen were permitted to re- 
turn to their homes. McCasklll 
turned out to be a stool-pigeon. 
Shoemaker, Poulnot and Sogers 



were ''released" by the police into 
waiting <-ars in front of the police 
station. They were driven to a 
lonely spot 14 miles outside of 
Tampa. There, they were stripped, 
flogged wiih chains and whips and 
covered with hot tar. Shoemaker 
was tor! itved and his right leg was 
held over !i tire. After nine lin- 
gering days, dining which time his 
leg developed gangrene and was 
amputated. Shoemaker died. The 
others recovered. 

? * • 

The Protests 

When i be news leaked out, a 
roar ■>!' protest descended upon 
Florida— ■•where life at its best 
costs less."' Thousands of organi- 
ations ;tnd individuals expressed 
their horror to the Governor and 
to Tampa officials. Committees for 
the Defense of Civil Rights in 
Tampa were organized in New 
York, with Norman Thomas as 
chairman, and in Tampa, with the 
Rev. Waiter MItcatf, pastor of the 
First Coiiaregntional Church, as 
chairman. Protest meetings were 
held in Tampa at' one of which 
Norman Thomas addressed 3,000 
enraged workers and many thou- 
sands more over the radio. Presi- 
dent William Green announced 
that the American Federation of 
1,1 bor inn vention would be with- 
drawn from Tampa unless those 
guilty were properly punished. It 
seemed impossible to ignore this 
act of terrorism as scores of simi- 
lar acts before it had been ignored. 
State and eonnty officials were 
forced to act, 

* * • 

The Indictments 

After three weeks of investigat- 
ing, the arrests began. Within 
two and one-half months, a series 
of indictments were returned 
against eleven policemen and mem- 
bers of the Ku Klux Klan. The 
Indictments were for Second degree 
murder, an assault with the intent 
to murder, kidnapping, conspiracy to 
kidnap and accessory after the fact 
The Information filed on the mur- 
der indictment declares that the 
defendants ' "with force and arms 
did unlawfully and by an act Im- 
minently dangerous to Joseph Shoe- 
maker and evidencing depraved 
minds, regardless of human life but 
without premeditated design to ef- 
ect the death of Joseph Shoemaker, 
an assault did make In and upon 
the body and limbs of Joseph Shoe- 
maker, with deadly weapons, to 
whit, whips, straps and tar, a fur- 
<Omtfam«d «n Page « 



Tribute to Sacramento Committee 

That Mini has, nevertheless, re- 
ceived a relatively short term Is a 
tribute to the effectiveness of the 
work of the National Sacramento 
Appeal Committee. Although its' 
activities were ali aimed at the 
setting of raininbua terms for ali 
;the prisoners, the. Seard of Prison 
'Terms knew that the N.S.AC., 
j Mini's chosen representative, spoke 
! for a vastly broader force than did 
J the International Labor Defense, 
I representing the other prisoners. 
The Board has no desire to prolong. 
the activities oi a body which ral- 
lied ten International Unions, five 
State Federations, <wo-scare city 
central lab.0* bodies and * group 
of Senaton and Congressmen to its 
support. 

Compared with the sentences 
given the Imperial Valley C.S. pris : 
oners in 1931, the Board has been 
harsh. The fact that a great re- 
actionary drive is under way, fin- 
anced— as the N.SA.C. has estab- 
lished—by the State ■Chamber of 
Commerce which aims to smash 
unionism through the C: S. law, 
underlies this harshness. Many 
persons expected 7-year terms. 

A partial victory has been won, 
but the fight is not ended. The 
N.S.A.C. aims to upset the Mini 
verdict and to fight for the free- 
dom of all the prisoners. The 
three women in Tehaehapi have 
yet to appear before the Board. 
Prisoners now denied parole will 
be eligible for parole, later. Even 
after Mini is free, there will still 
be prisoners in whom the N.S.A.C. 
is interested. Pressure must go on, 
as well as legal moves. 



Muste to Speak 
On April 19th 

A. J. Muste, National Secretary 
of the Workers Party, who has 
hist completed ft tour through 
the mid-west and Is at present 
attendfaig the Unity Convention 
of the Workers Alliance In Wash- 
ington, will speak at Germanla 
Hafl, 8 PJH. Sunday, April 1»- 
Comrade Muste vdH speak on 
present trends In the labor move- 
ment, political and economic, 
' dealing narttcufariy with the 
strike of the Akron ranker work- 
ers and the Labor Pari? bally- 
hoo of the Communist Parry, 



Croppers 
Swindled 



MEMPHIS. Tenn., Apr. 2— While 
the Department of Agriculture 
meets with representatives of the 
planting and banking interests of 
the cot ton- producing states, the 
Southern Tenant Farmers' Union 
is preparing a stiff resistance to the 
campaign of terror with which the 
landlords of Arkansas and Okla- 
homa hope to smash the organiza- 
tion of the share-croppers and day 
laborers negro and white, in Wash- 
ington, new plans are being laid to 
(.ontinup the subsidy to planting In- 
terests by means of a "conserva- 
tion" scheme since the Supreme 
Court has declared that the "cot- 
ton reduction" plan of the AAA was 
unconstitutional. 

Across the Mississippi, in the 
share-cropping country, poor farm- 
ers,' who hoped that the AAA con- 
tracts of plowing under would af- 
ford, them some slight measure of 
by both local and Federal Courts 
relief, have had their hopes dashed 
when they tried to enforce their 
rights against planters, 

Share Croppers Net Represented 

These disputes arose when the 
farmers could get no justice from 
the local Cimnt.v Committees which 
were set up under the AAA us local 
bodies to administer controversies. 
The local committees are composed 
of planters and their agents. The 
share-croppers are not represented. 
The courts hypocritically ruled that 
they could not entertain the dis- 
putes because the contracts were 
signed by the landlords and the 
government and not by the farmers 
involved in the controversies. 

There was a good reason for the 
failure of the share-tenants to sign 
the contracts. To do so would have 
meant 'that the planter had a Joint 
interest In the crop and could dis- 
pose of it as he Saw lit. In prac- 
tice this would have meant that 
even the few dollars aecrufng to 
the share-croppers under the i-AA 
would have passed through the 
hands of the landlords — and Into 
their pockets. 

Tugwetl Will »Investrgat«" 

Now, the same interests are 
ready to consummate the same 
fraud by eliminating the contrac- 
tual rights of the farmers in the 
new contracts which are being pre- 
pared. The share-croppers are not 
invited to the conferences which 
are framing the new contracts. A 
delegation was sent to' see Tug- 
(Continued oh Pafe 4) 



Akron Guild 
Man Fired 



By BLAKE LEAR 

AKRON, O.— Branko J. Widick, 
hard-bitting chairman of the Ohio 
district of the American Newspaper 
Guild and leading militant of the 
Akron Beacon-Journal unit of the 
Guild, was summarily fired, on 
April 4. 

The action came as the first blow 
of the industrial reaction after the 
recent Goodyear strike, and pre- 
ceded by four days the opening of 
negotiations between the publishers 
of the Beacon- Journal, the Times- 
Press and the Guild unit 

Widick has a fine record in the 
labor movement. He ■ was instru- 
mental in organizing Ohio for the 
Guild, and was a leading advocate 
of affiliation with the A. F. of L. 
On Thursday preceding the com- 
pany's action Widick spoke before 
the C. L. U. on the Hearst-Guild 
strike in Milwaukee. 

As a consequence of hie record, 
ihe C.L.U. has indicated its sup- 
port of the move for his reinstate- 
ment. Powers Hapgood of the C. 
l.O. addressed the Beacon- Journal 
unit on the Widick case. 

Sherman Dalrymple of the Unit- 
ed 'Rubber 'Workers, and Winner 
Tate, president of the Central La- 
bor Union, are throwing the weight 
of their organizations solidly be- 
hind Widick. 

The charge against Widick is 
"incompetence," but the real reason 
obviously lies in his pro-labor ac- 
tivity.- As was observed, at the 
time in Akron labor union circles, 
"If it took three years to discover 
that Widick is incompetent, charg. 
es ought to be preferred against 
the publisher Instead!" 

Akron is recognized as one of 
the strongest Guild centers In Ohio. 
This has come about largely 
through the efforts of Widick to- 
gether with other progressives In 
the Akron organizations. 

It Is openly admitted tat the at- 
tack on Widick, If successful, will 
be a heavy blow to the Guild here. 

In view of the fact that Akron 

the mainspring of the Ohio or- 
ganisational campaign of the Guild, 
the successful conclusion of Oils 
attack will seriously menace the 
life of the Ohio Guild 

Labor circles generally and es- 
pecially the rubber- workers recog- 
nize this a blow to the A.K ML 
as well The National Office Of 
-the Newspaper Guild has also 
stressed the importance of this 
case. 



Uniting three separate and oft- 
time warring organizations the or- 
ganised unemployed are now con- 
cluding their business In the na- 
tion's capital by creating the most 
powerful fighting machine the mil- 
lion-headed jobless have seen since 
the crisis began. 

With the Workers Alliance, the 
National Unemployed League and 
the unemployed councils merged in- 
to one cohesive body, the unity con- 
vention will wind up its stay In 
Washington with a mass demonstra- 
tion around the White House and 
the Capitol. 

More than a thousand workers, 
representing a force of unemployed 
some 200 times their number are 
expected to take part in the plan- 
ned march which will protest the 
scheduled layoff of over 700.000 
WPA workers. They will demand 
job and social Insurance and a 6 
billion dollar appropriation for re- 
lief. 

NHL Weil Represented 

At this writing with details not 
yet available, representatives to 
the National Exective Board of 
the united Workers Alliance of 
America are being selected in cau- 
cus by the various participating or- 
ganizations for ratification by the 
convention. 

Preliminary reports indicate that 
the National Unemployed Leigue, 
which merged with the WAA prior 
to the opening of the convention 
was represented by close to 160 
delegates, coming from their battle 
g founds of struggle in Pennsyl- 
vania, Ohio. West Virginia and 
other parts of the country. 
Rump Convention Fiztles 

The rump convention of the NUL 
organized by Arnold Johnson, Stal- 
inist stooge, proved to be a com- 
plete flzale. With, hardly as many 
delegates as can be counted on the 
fingers of your hands, this "con- 
vention'' had to abandon the pre- 
text of representing the. NUL. We 
learn from a Daily Worker Wash- 
ington dispatch that the traitor 
Johnson has been placed on the Ex- 
ecutive Board slate as an "indepen- 
dent" from Kentucky (!)- Placing 
Johnson as a "representative" from 
Kentucky, which the real NUL was 
unable to contact , the Stalinists 
have confessed failure to realize 
their wretched scheme to capture 
the NUL by a too-clever maneuver. 
The leagues throughout the country 
ftuickly realized that Johnson was 
acting in their midst as an agent 
of the Unemployed Councils, and 
sabotaging unity in the interest of 
the latter, turned a deaf ear to his 
appeals and convention calls. 

Ted Selander and Anthony Ran^ 
uglla, former officers of the NUL, 
were speakers at the convention. 
Ramuglla came to the convention 
fresh from the picket lines of the 
t.ehigh County WPA strike. Se- 
lander. whose name is intimately 
associated with the famous Auto- 
Lite strike of Toledo, spoke to the 
assembled delegates on the com- 
munity of interests between em- 
ployed an unemployed, describing 
the cooperation rendered striking 
workers by the leagues in his dis- 
srlet. 

Militant Note In Speeches 

Other speakers Included Bay 
Cooke of New Jersey, who led a 
demonstration of unemployed into 
the legislature of his state where 
they presented their demands In an 
emphatic manner; Charles Rossio 
of the Illinois Workers Alliance 
which includes thousands of job- 
less miners in Its ranks, W. K. 
Patrick, one of, the 1982 bonus 
marchers and others from Maine to 
the Golden Gate. 

The militant note struck by the 
orator-delegates, the . applause 
which greeted all fighting proposals 
to advance the interests of the job- 
less, including a resolution for a 
mass hunger march of 60,000 to 
Washington this summer presages 
a great future for the new organ: 
tootion. 

A comlpete account and analysis 
of the sessions, resolutions and 
work oE the convention wOI . ha 
given In the next Issue of tfc* Ne» 
IfllHant by our reporters. 
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AMERICAN LABOR AT A GLANCE 



<FV»m Northwest Organizer) 
.By FABBELL DOBBS 

The moat pleasant surprise ex- 
perienced by the Local 574 com- 
mittee whieh was sent east to visit 
■the national leaders of the indus- 
trial union movement was to learn 
of the popular national support 
which 574 enjoys. Wherever we 
called — and we talked with many 
important labor iigures — we found 
that the General Drivers* Union 
was known and admired. All. in- 
quired not about what we have done 
— thus they knew — but what the 
union intended to -do next. They 
expressed satisfaction with our ac- 
count of the present healthy con- 
dition of 574 and its excellent pros- 
pects. 

In every big industrial center we 
found the workers and the pro- 
gressive union leaders in very good 
Spirits. All are highly enthused 
over tlie new possibilities of ef- 
fective union organization now 
opening up for them through the 
strong movement for industrial 
unionism. Every sincere, intelli- 
gent leader and the overwhelming 
majority of the workers in the 
heavy industries are completely 
convinced of the ridiculousness of 
craft unionism. They tell you con- 
vincing Stories to show that their 
beliefs are not based on pure the- 
ory. 

Craft Unionism Disastrous 
A union is created in a steel 
plant, an automobile factory, a 
rubber plant— it matters not where, 
for the story is the same. All the 
workers band together In one em- 
bracing unit. They prepare to do 
battle with the employers, to fight 
for higher wages, shorter hoars, a 
decent living. Then, on the eve of 
action, the craft union officials 
sweep down with their paper claims 
of jurisdiction, their program of 
division. It matters not that they 
have been unable to organize in 
these plants. They poise, motion- 
less, like birds of prey, until they 
see a good opportunity, and then 
they swoop down for the kill]. It 
is a sorry sight that they leave in 
their wake. They gain a few mem. 
bers for the various crafts, but 
most of the workers are driven 
back into the rants of the unor- 
ganized, embittered by the experi- 
ence. 

The bosses seize the chance and 
intensify their anti-union cam- 
paign. Active unionists are fired. 
No organization remains to defend 
them. The' cloak of a special "la- 
bor board," which the government 
has obligingly provided for the 
craft union officials, quickly proves 
its impotence. The union Is gone 
and with it the rights of the work- 
ers. We were shown the spot where 
a year ago the Akron rubber work- 
ers made a huge bonfire of union 
cards after such an experience. 

But now the whole picture is 
changing. Hope has taken the 
place of despair. "Get these craft 
union leeches off our backs," say 
the workers in the basic industries, 
"give ns a free hand to organize 
indusrtially, and we will show the 
world a union movement the likes 
of which has never before been 
seen." 

Workers Want Action 
And these are not mere words. 
Beginning with a series of sit-down 
strikes, the workers in the Good- 
year plant at Akron have shattered 
the fetters which restrained them, 
and, swarming to the picket lines 
by the thousands, they have dem- 
onstrated the value of industrial 
organization combined with mili- 
tant struggle. Nobody scabbed on 
a craft union card in this strike. 



|574 Leader Gives His Impressions of Indus- 
trial Union Movement in the East 



One union for all and all on the 
picket line. The craft union lead- 
ers would have liked very much to 
pluck this union, but they did not 
dare. AH eyes were on this strike. 
The lessons to be drawn from such 
action would have been too obvious. 
The strike of the building service 
workers in New York is a second 
example. Here again the sweep of 
the movement was tremendous. The 
strike spread like wildfire. Eleva- 
tor operators, caretakers, janitors, 
over one hundred thousand work- 
ers fighting as one, and fighting 
very effectively, against the real 
estate czars. 

The craft unionists do not like 
these manifestations; they do not 
like the zest with which the work- 
ers take to the ideas of Industrial 
unionism; they do not like the 
manner in which the workers ap- 
ply the power whieh is theirs when 
they are organized industrially. 
But the workers do like it; they 
have enjoyed the thrill ot the first 
taste; they hunger for more. The 
craft unionists are finally begin- 
ning to understand tiiat they are 
sitting on a powder keg. The dis- 
covery has shocked them deeply. 
"Rule or Ruta" 
The craft union controlled Ex- 
ecutive Council of the A P. of L. 
has ordered the Committee for In- 
dustrial Organization to dissolve. 
The O.I.O. has refused. What action 
will the Executive Council take at 
its next session? Will it expel the 
Internationa] Unions affiliated with 
the C.I.O.? This is very doubtful. 
As a matter of fact, the order to 
dissolve was issued to the C.I.O. 
only with great reluctance on the 
part of most of the menfoers of 
the Executive Council. Not be- 
cause of any sympathy they might 
have for industrial unionism, but 
because they were well aware that 
the demand would meet with re- 
fusal, that their bluff would be 
called, bad to be called, by the C. 
I.O. 

Daniel J. Tobin came into the 
Miami session of the Council with 
his usual self-centered, narrow- 
minded, hard-boiled attitude. He 
demanded the immediate expulsion 
from the A. F. of L. of the affiliates 
of the C.I.O. (Tobin, the charter 
revoker, who probably still thinks 
that 574 is smashed because he re- 
voked its charter. 574 has done 
better without him than it ever did 
with him. The A. F. of L. will 
probably some day enjoy the same 
pleasant experience.) There are 
other Tobins in the Council who 
also believe in '"rule or ruin," who 
are drunk with imaginary power— 
Hutchinson of the carpenters, for 
example. They support him. The 
slightly more intelligent of the 
craft unionists opposed this pro- 
gram. They understood better than 
Tobin the weakness of their posi- 
tion. The order issued was a poor 
compromise which will return to 
haunt them at the next session o£ 
the Executive Council. There will 
be much bluster and tall talk, but 
their efforts to "purge" the C.I.O. 
will be as ineffective as were Meyer 
Lewis' efforts to "purge" 574. 

Another development in the fight 
at the top is the quiet, unadver- 
tised and methodical manner in 
which the International Unions 
are paying per capita tax to the 
A. F. of L. on additional members. 
It has long been, a recognized cus- 
tom for International Unions to 
pay a tax on only part of their 
membership. Even Tobin that 



great exponent of the sanctity of 
per capita tax, has followed this 
practice. Voting strength in the 
A. F. of L. convention is based on 
the paid-up membership of the In- 
ternational Unions. Hence the cam- 
paign to pay in tor every possible 
member. There is a vital issue at 
stake; the Jobs of the craft union 
office holders vs. the welfare of 
the workers of America. Every 
vote counts. 

Bole of the CXO. 

To properly understand the role 
of the Committee for Industrial Or- 
ganization, we must first recognize 
the background of the committee 
members. None of these men can 
boast of a clear record of progres- 
sivis. Some of their past actions 
are downright reactionary, and to 
say the least, undemocratic. This 
is a matter of record. True, they 
are now supporting a progressive 
cause: the movement for indus- 
trial unionism. But their prime 
motive is 1 one of personal ambition. 

The members of the C.I.O. have 
one distinct advantage over their 
fellow officeholders, the craft un- 
ionists: they have been able to 
correctly estimate the mood of the 
working masses. They realize that 
the workers are determined to have 
industrial unionism, that they will 
sooner or later unseat every leader 
who stands in the way of this ob- 
jective. Understanding this, the 
members of the C.I.O. have declared 
themsplves for the industrial form 
of organization. They are assum- 
ing the leadership ot this movement 
in a cautious and hesitant manner. 
They stand with one foot firmly 
planted on the old ; with the other 
foot they feel gingerly about for 
a safe place to implant themselves 
in the new. 

Many worker'- look upon the C. 
E.O: as a messiah. There is a 
strong tendency to render it blind 
allegiance. This is a dangerous 
attitude which can very well de- 
tract in a large measure from the 
ultimate gains to be made through 
industrial unionism. We need some- 
thing more than industrial unions. 
We need a democratic freedom of 
action to apply the power which 
this form of organization creates 



The workers should support the 
C.I.O. in its stand for industrial 
unionism, but, at the same time, 
they must constantly put forward 
demands for the elimination of the 
machine control whieh now exists 
in the A. F. of L. and the restora- 
tion of true democracy in the local 
unions. 



The very air is charged with a 
feeling of Impending change 
Events are moving at a rapid pace. 
The next period will see many sig- 
nificant happenings. Labor Is pre- 
paring, in its gigantic, lumbering 
way, for a tremendous stride for- 
ward. Local 574 can -look ahead 
with complete confidence. We are 
on the side of progress. 



Ferrero-Sallito Denied Writ 
By Federal Court Judge 



Our long conversation with John 
Brophy, director of the C.I.O., gave 
us a very comprehensive picture of 
the present activities of this group. 
the principal work of the commit- 
tee is confined to the educational 
field. Books, pamphlets, news re- 
leases a*d editorials sent to labor 
editors, speeches, and other medi- 
ums of expression are being used 
to clarity the issues throughout the 
national labor movement The C. 
I.O. has not, however, taken the 
initiative in solidifying the indus- 
trial union groups in the various 
industrial centers and co-ordinating 
the movement on a national basis. 
As yet the strong feeling of the 
workers is only a seething ferment, 
evidencing itself in sporadic heat 
lightnings, which give warning of 
the impending storm. Organized 
action to rid the movement of the 
evils of craft unionism is yet to 
come. 

Through the medium of its par- 
ticipating International Unions, 
the C. I. O. has lent aid and direc- 
tion to the local unions in impor- 
tant strikes; a notable example is 
the Akron rubber strike. The pro- 
posals to organise the steel indus- 
try put forward by the C.I.O. 
proved a great embarrassment xo 
I lie craft unionists. 

On the other hand, the craft 
unionist Executive Council has set 
about a deliberate campaign to 
eliminate the Federal Unions. This 
type of local was created in an at- 
tempt to forestall industrial union- 
ism. It has since become a staunch 
supporter of and a potential spring- 
board for the industrial union 
movement. Federal Union charters 
are no longer issued. The Federal 
Unions are being dissolved into the 
craft Internationals wherever this 
can be done. These charters are 
being revoked on a wholesale basis 
on the slightest pretext. 



Azana Speech 
Conservative 



Craft Union Blocks Shh t 
Workers 11 Organization 



Southern Illinois Jjnions 
Back Kroger Strike 



BELLEVILLE. Hl- 
Southern Illinois and Missouri un- 
ion men, assembled in conference, 
were aflame with . anger at the 
treatment accorded St. Louis ware- 
house workers, whose strike against 
the Kroger Gyoeery and Baking 
Co. extends over an unbroken peri- 
od of five months, by C.C. Coulter 
of the International Retail Clerks. 
Their resentment was expressed in 
renemed and vigorous supporL 

45 delegates from 24 unions, un- 
employed and fraternal organiza- 
tions and over a hundred fraternal 
delegates and visitors heard a re- 
port from Oscar T. Wiles, secretary 
of Warehouse Union 867 and unani- 
mously decided to broaden the antl- 
Kroger boycott movement, to pre- 
pare for a general strike movement 
in St. Louis and to further aid the 
strike by soliciting strike funds. 
WUes' Report 
In a stirring speech, punctuated 
by vigorous applause, TViles re- 
viewed the long, hard-fought strug- 
gle of local 667. He reviewed the 
rise of the union under NBA, the 
attack made on it by the employers, 
the resistance of the workers and 
the outbreak of the strike on Nov. 
6, 1935. One hundred and forty- 
six men manned the picket lines 
and kept the strike going, battling 
two detective agencies, the Pinker- 
ton and the Ahnsr, and the steady 
Importation of scabs and strike- 
breakers. Kroger's best ally has 
not been the detective agencies, 
however, but the leader of the In- 



ternational Retail Clerks. C. C. 
Coulter, who In the most trying 
time of the strike tried to black- 
jack it by signing a contract with 
the boss," over the heads of the 
workers, and containing none of 
the original demands of the strik- 
ers. 

The demands of the union. Wiles 
continued, remained the following : 
seniority rights, higher wages, and 
a forty-hour week and no settle- 
ment would be made until some sa- 
tisfactory adjustment is made on 
these demands. Support for the 
strike, enabling it to continue and 
dealing n serious blow to the com- 
pany, has been manifest in a grow- 
ing boycott of Kroger stores 
throughout Illinois and Missouri by 
organized labor as well as by gen- 
erous financial contributions. 

Outstanding among the organiza- 
tions aiding the strike have been 
locals of the. Progressive Miners of 
America who have helped finan- 
cially and by lending men in the 
leadership and guidance of the St. 
Louis workers. 

Gerry Allard, leader of the Il- 
linois Workers Alliance, was elected 
chairman of the conference. Other 
committees were elected to foster 
the boycott movement, to solicit 
support from local trade union bod- 
ies and to prepare a general strike 
In St. Louis, if the committee 
.should deem it advisable and nec- 
essary. 

The conference adjourned after 
deciding to reconvene. 



By ALBEKE DANE 

PHTLA, Pa.— The men's 
industry is the most 
dustry in the country, 
factories in the coal mining sections 
of Pennsylvtn.it and in the South, 
in particular, that pay envelopes 
were as low as {4, and less, a week, 
before the N.R.A. Since the N.R. 
A.'s demise these low wages catur 
ally have retppeared. 

The Amalagmated Clothing Work- 
ers In 1933, then not affiliated to 
the A. F. of L., started a campaign 
to organize the shirt workers on a 
national scale. The workers eager- 
ly responded to the Amalgamated 
wherever it went and by 1935 it had 
entered practically every shirt fac- 
tory district and organized most of 
the shops. The one area it left for 
last was the Philadelphia district, 
which is the biggest shirt factory 
production center with the possible 
exception of Troy, New York. 

The Amalgamated had entered 
Philadelphia at the start of the cam- 
paign but selected the strongest 
factory as the first for organization 
and lost a drawn-out, violent strike. 
This probably made it change its 
tactics to organizing the small town 
factories first. 

Amalgamated Progress 

Whan the Amalgamated entered 
Philadelphia again about eight 
months ago, with a big staff of 
organizers and plenty of money, it 
was a member of the A. F. of L. 
This A. F. of L. affiliation is im- 
portant because the U. G-, the Unit- 
ed Garment Workers, which had 
original jurisdiction in the A. F. of 
L. over the shirt workes, had signed 
an agreement with the Amalgamat- 
ed to avoid such a jurisdictional 
quarrel, one part of which said that 
the Amalgamated could organize' 
any dress shirt area (the Amalga- 
mated had first right in organizing 
the work-shirt factories) which the 
U. Q., for whatever reason it had, 
would not try organizing. 

The D. G., a disintegrating organ- 
ization, made no attempt to organize 
any area and so the Amalgamated 
had the shirt industry for itself. 

From the very start of the cam- 
paign in Philadelphia the response 
was gratifying and It looked as 
though all the bosses would capitu- 
late without, much of a fight 

When the A. F. of L. convention 
ended, as rumor has It, a Mr. Pol- 
son, organizer for the U. G. in Phil- 
adelphia, received a telegram from 
his President to "shoot the works," 
—in other words to smash the Am- 
algamated campaign and, if pos- 
sible, get the workers in the U. G. 

"Organiilnp" with Bosses Aid 

Whether this rumor is true or 
not. the effect was the same. De- 
spite the promise from the Amal- 
gamated that It *ould organize the 



without the U. 

this Mr Poison 

wont around to all the bosses, told 



| Philadelphia area 
shirtl (I '' S interference, 
sweated in- 



It is in these I fhwn tne Amalgamated was a radi- 
cal organization, and would make 
excessive demands and strike to get 
them ; and in order to keep the Am- 
algamate out for good, the workers 
would join his union, as nothing 
but a union .could satisfy them. 

The bosses, seeing bis logic, per- 
mitted him to enter the cutting 
rooms (being a craft union official 
he only sought the cutters and, in- 
cidents, without them no strike 
could be successfully called by the 
rest of the workers) where he made 
speeches denouncing the Amalga- 
mated and told them it was foolish 
to stick to it, as the bosses would 
never recognize that union but 
would recognize his organization 
which was "responsible and .sens- 
ible." Those workers who balked 
were called into the office of the 
boss and threatened with the loss 
of their job. 

Naturally the workers joined, par- 
ticularly because the Amalgamated 
had strangely failed them. All the 
Amalgamated did was to tell the 
workers to temain loyal to it, but 
if their jobs were thereby jeopard- 
ized they should sign up with the 
U. G. The workers did not hesitate 
to follow this advice, especially be- 
cause the Amalgamated OK'd it, 
which they figured foolishly -was a 
clever maneuver by the Amalga- 
mated, and also because they got a 
$2 raise (but that was all the U. 
G. got them in improved working 
conditions). 

Poison Finishes His Work 
Poison then went around to sever- 
al other shops and put the fear of 
the Amalgamated in the hearts of 
the bosses and by showing the agree- 
ments of the other shops to the cut- 
ters, made them feel it was useless 
to fight the U. G. and the boss alone. 
The Amalgamated soon left town 
with the lame alibi that if it con- 
tinued organizational work, the rest 
of the shops would be forced by the 
bosses into the U. G., and it didn't 
wish to organize for the U.G. 

The bosses in the other shops did 
not even bother to get their workers 
into the U. G., as it would mean a 
raise of $2 to all the cutters. Poi- 
son did not object, probably because 
he was already so well rewarded 
for his efforts. 

With the Amalgamated definitely 
gone and the U. G. rejected by the 
workers, the only perspective of the 
cutters,- who should enlist the sup- 
port of the operators, pressers, etc. 
in their shops, should he one of in- 
dividual shop organisation, and of 
striking when strong enough. In 
that way the Amalgamaled help can 
he demanded, as it could not claim 
then that the workers are not as- 
suredly behind it. 



(Continued from Pace 1) 
firm intention of carrying eut the 
People's Front pact, and the 
Communists will loyally support 
him throughout (en tono memen- 
to) ." 
This Is true enough: the Stalinist 
Mundo Obrero" has been more la- 
vish with praise of Azana than even 
the government's own papers dare 
to be. 

Largo Caballero, whose strength 
in the Socialist Party rests on the 
growing Left Wing, was wiser than 
the Stalinists. Asked to comment 
on Azana's speech, he reserved de- 
cision: "It's much too soon to give 
an opinion on the speech." When 
Azana, twenty -four hours later, 
called off the municipal elections, 
Caballero, speaking the next day 
to the Young Socialist meeting in 
Madrid, in a speech bristling with 
revolutionary phraseology, served 
notice on Azana that if his gov- 
ernment does not solve the political 
and economic problems, "the road 
will remain open" for the dictator- 
ship of the proletariat. Caballero 
declared that the Azana govern- 
ment will not solve the problems 
"easily." Azana was right, said 
Caballero, in terming his govern- 
ment the last bulwark for the de- 
fense of the right of the bourgeoisie, 
and that the government could not 
rule by cannons and soldiers. 

At every step of Azana against 
the masses, Cahallero delivers him- 
self of such "left" oratory, but 
takes no action toward breaking 
with the bourgeois-republicans. So 
far, this has enabled him to ride 
the wave of undoubtedly genuine 
revolutionary feeling which ani- 
mates the Socialist ranks, especial- 
ly the youth. But other leaders, 
with a more consistently militant 
position, like Javier Bueno, Social- 
ist leader of the Asturian rebellion, 
are being heard more and more by 
the Socialist masses. 

Threats of a split by the Right 
Wing Socialists, led by Indilecio 
Prieto, are reported by the conser- 
ve ivo republican organ, "Ya," 
which states that Prieto and twenty 
other deputies plan to unite with 
the left Republicans. The split, it 
states, will take place before the 
Socialist convention, which takes 
place in June in Asturias. "Xa" 
says that Prieto considers himself 
"virtually expelled from the party" 
because Spanish socialism is trans- 
forming itself into revolutionary 
communism. Since the Right iWing 
Socialists actually have a majority 
at present on the National Execu- 
tive Committee, and control the 
daily "El Socialists," Prieto's 
threats are undoubtedly merely a 
maneuver to scare into line waver- 
ing elements who are impressed by 
the growing strength of Left wing 
sentiment in the ranks. 

Stalinists, Right wing Socialists 
and the bourgeois republicans 
joined together to peddle to the 
masses as an extraordinary and 
significant victory the ousting of 
President Zamora, which had been 
a foregone conclusion after the 



After two months of procrastin- 
ation, Judge Francis G. Caffey of 
the Federal District Court of,, the 
Southern District of New York fi- 
nally handed down his reactionary 
decision in denying an application 
for a writ of habeas corpus by Vin-. 
cent Ferrerro and Dominick Salli- 
to. The hearing was held on Feb. 
4, 1936, and the decision was not 
rendered until March 26, 1996. In 
the meantime the two defendants 
have been Imprisoned In Ellis Is- 
land. Immediate steps have now 
been taken by the Ferrer ro-Stalli- 
to Defense Conference for an ap- 
peal, and for obtaining the release 
of the two Innocent men on bail 
pending action on their appeal. 

The ease has aroused widespread 
protest in labor and liberal circles, 
partly because of the openly antag- 
onistic attitude taken by the U. S. 
Department of Labor In this case. 
The men were first arrested in San 
Francisco in April, 1834, on trump- 
ed-up charges, and taken before a 
minor functionary of the District 
Office of the Department of Labor. 
This official, acting as prosecutor, 
judge and jury all in one, after a 
perfunctory "hearing" on practical- 
ly no evidence, ordered the defend- 
ants deported. The action caused 
immediate protest by labor elements 
who formed the Ferrero-Stallltto 
Defense Conference in various sec- 
tions of the country. 

Nation-wide Protest 
Thousands'of protest letters, tel- 
ephone calls and personal commu- 
nications from all over the country 
have swept in to the immigration 
and labor authorities from such out- 
standing organizations and individ- 
uals as the American Civil Liber- 
ties Union, the American Commit- 
tee for the Protection of the For- 
eign-Born, the International Ladles 
Garment Workers' Union, the Amal- 
gamated Clothing workers of Amer- 
ica, the 1. ,W. W-. the International 
Labor Defense, the League for In- 
dustrial Democracy, The Non-Parti- 
san Labor Defense, the Workers' 
Alliance, the Workmen's Circle, 
many central trades ond labor bod- 
ies in Philadelphia, Baltimore, 
Cleveland, Toledo and elsewhere, 
labor unions representing musi- 
cians, bakers, railroad trainmen, 
painters, teachers, cement workers, 
cooks and waiters, textile workers, 
furriers, jewelry workers, pocket- 
book workers, carpenters, etc., and 
Norman Thomas, John L. Lewis, 
Tom Mooney, A. F. Whitney, David 
Dubinsky, Joseph Schlossberg, Hey- 
wood Broun, Kirby Page, Upton 
Sinclair, Albert Sprague Coolidge, 
Robert Lovett, Roger Baldwin, and 
hundreds of others. 

The attitude of the Department 
of Labor authorities is clearly 



shown in the following excerpts 
from a letter by Edward W. Cahill, 
District Commissioner of Immigra- 
tion in San Francisco, referring to 
the Ferrerro- Sail it to case, address- 
ed to Commissioner D. W. McCor- 
mack in October 1935 : 



"Some ot the newspapers out 
here are calling frequently inquir- 
ing as to wnether or not there has 
been a final decision on these cases. 
There are also a number of civic 
organizations showing unusual in- 
terest in the two cases. . . Should 
they succeed in overcoming the or- 
der of deportation, we shall have to 
be prepared to take it on the chin, 
as the publicity will be very much 
against our department". 
Secty Perkins "Has No Authority" 
In reply to the demand of a del- 
egation from the Conference that 
she review the cases of Ferrerro 
and Sallttto and intervene in their 
behalf, Frances Perkins, Secretary 
of Labor, wrote the Conference as 
follows on February, 1936: 

"In reply, you are advised that 
the two aliens named have been or- 
dered deported under the provision 
of law which requires such action 
where it is found that an alien be- 
longs to any one of certain speci- 
fied groups believing in the over- 
throw of organized government or 
advocating measures having that 
end in view. Where charges Qt this 
nature are found to be sustained by 
the evidence, the Secretary of La- 
bor has no authority under existing 
law to aVert deportations". 

So flimsy was the so-called "evi- 
dence" submitted in Sallitto's case, 
that after the hearing had been 
closed, the record was sent back 
from Washington with a request 
for more convincing evidence. 
Whereupon these stool-pigeon in- 
spectors .of the Labor Department 
called another hearing and calmly 
introduced into Sallitto's record ex- 
cerpts taken from the record of 
another case. 

Such is the "evidence" which Ma- 
dame Perkins* is willing to accept 
as a basis for deporting workers to 
Mussolini's Fascist dungeons. 

The Italian Fascist government 
has asked to be notified when Fer- 
rerro and Sallitto are to be de- 
ported.. Every worker who knows 
what is going on in Italy today 
will realize what this means. 
Help Defend Ferrerro and Sallittof 
The Ferrerro and Sallitto case in- 
volves the freedom of expression 
and association which is a life and 
-death necessity for all workers in 
their struggles. Every workers and 
every labor organization should ral- 
ly solidly behind the Defense Con- 
ference. Get your organization, 
your union, your cooperative, your 
club, to send delegates to the meet- 
ings of the Ferrerro- Sallitto De- 
fense Conference in your vicinity. 
In New York, at the offices of the 
Joint Board of the I.L.G.W.U., 218 
West 40th Stret't, every Monday 
night at 8.30; in Philadelphia at 
415 South 19th Street. Communi- 
cate with the Secretary at P. O. 
Box 181, Station D. New York, 
N. Y., for information concerning 
the Defense Conference meetings 
and activities in Cleveland, Chica- 
go and San Franciseo. 
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February elections. Under the 
Spanish constitution, the President 
has no power comparable to that 
of the American, or the German 
under the Weimar republic. He Is 
similar to the French president. 
Zamora has been succeeded by 
Martinez-Barrios, who was elected 
Speaker of the Cortes by almost 
unanimous vote, including the 
rightist deputies. 

The American Daily Worker, 
which receives the United Press 
service, suppressed the full U.P. 
dispatches describing Azana's speech 
and its friendly reception by the 
rightists and Stalinists. Their 
only story this week on Spain was 
one hailing the ousting of Zamora. 



WORKERS 

Prelect Yourselves Against the 
Haxards of life, Join the 

WORKMEN'S SICK ft DEATH 
ISENEFIT FUND OF THE VS. 

1884-1935 

Organized, managed by and for 
workers with only one purpose: 
to render protection to members 
and their families, and to sup- 
iiort all endeavors and struggles 
for the improvement of tollers. 

About 60,000 members organ- 
ized in 360 branches. Reserve* 
(3,400,000. 

Death benefit graded accord- 
ing to age at entry. Sick benefit 
payments from |225 to $900— to 
men and women, tecording to 
claaeea. 

Monthly assessment* from 45c 
to $2.10. 

For further information apply 
to Main Office: 

714 Seme* Am, Brooklyn, N. Y. 



In its sharp turn toward colla- 
boration with the Labour Party, 
the British C. P. finds it necessary 
to concentrate a sharp fire against 
the I.L.P., particularly because of 
the latter's position on sanctions 
and the imperialist war. Lacking 
for arguments, the Stalinists have 
to resort to invective. Thus, at a 
meeting at City Hall at Glasgow 
o January 26, William Gallagher 
flung an "annihllatihg" charge 
against the I.L.P. It appears that 
Mas ton and Buchanan are contin- 
ually in the company of Tory M. 
P.'s and refuse to associate with 
Labour M.P.'s. Gallagher further 
charged that on the day of the 
Hoa re -Laval debate, Maxton "had 
his hands on the shoulders of two 
Tory members." No more, no less! 
John McGovern, M.P., retorted 
with "a hard hitting reply" in the 
February 14 issue of 'the New 
Leader. Says he, "Such an attack 
demands a forthright reply. Gall- 
agher has asked for it, and he 
shall have it." And McGovern pro- 
ceeds to list the following facts: 

1) Harry Potllitt appeared on 
the platform at Edinburgh with 
the Moderator of the Church of 
Scotland, Mr. Guy, M.P. (Tory K. 
C.) and Sir Archibald Sinclair, 
M.P.. the Liberal leader ahd land- 
owner of 23,000 acres. 

2) Mr. Maisky, the Soviet am- 
bassador, was chatting with the 
Piince of Wales on his right side, 
and Signor Grandi (Fascist am- 
bassador of Italy on his left side 
—in the gallery of the House of 
Commons on the day of the Hoare- 
Lavftl debate, the same day on 
which Maxton was observed in a 
compromising embrace with two 
Tories. Adds McGovern, "They 
{the trio in the gallery) appeared 
to be enjoying themselves immense- 
ly." 

3) McGovern reveals another 
state secret in telling that Galla- 
gher himself had asked Maxton 
"to speak to Tories and Liberals 
to get a requisition signed for the 
purpose of having the Daily Work- 
er in the library of the House of 
Commons; ' and even secured the 
signature of Mr. Marcus Samuel, 
M.P., secretary of the a nti- Socialist 
Anti-Communist Union." 

4) He furthermore charges that 



^luring the Scottish Hunger March 
Gallagher who was sent to Edin- 
burgh, remained hidden in his 
room. 

5) Next in Gallagher's election 
address, the latter also preferred 
to remain incognito. He never 
mentioned that he was a Commu- 
nist candidate nor did he even 
mention the word Socialism. Com- 
ments the irate McGovern, "It was 
the poorest document I have ever 
seen and could have been issued 
by any Liberal." 

McGovern then asks Gallagher 
some very embarrassing questions: 

1) What have you to say about 
all that, comrade Gallagher? 

2) Why did you, Gallagher re- 
fuse to vote for the right of the 
unemployed agricultural worker to 
receive the ordinary unemployed 
benefit, when the bill was present- 
ed to the House? 

3) "What do Gallagher and Pol- 
litt have to say about Maisky and 
Litvinov's part in the late King's 
funeral and their presence at din- 
ner with the new King at Buck- 
ingham Palace?" 

Adds McGovern, "The truth is 
that they dare not criticize these 
Russian representatives, because 
they are their bosses and paymas- 
ters." 

In short, Gallagher asked for it, 
and he got it ! 



GUILD STRIKE SOLID 

MILWAUKEE, Wis., Apr. 7.~ 
Striking editorial workers of the 
Wisconsin News and hundreds of 
their supporters from the ranks of 
labor will stage, a mass demonstra- 
tion at 8 P.M. Friday in front of 
the News building. It will be the 
first night demonstration at the 
News building during the strike, 
which is now in its eighth week. 

The Milwaukee Newspaper Guild 
will be host to all Milwaukee news- 
papers at a party at 10 P.M. Satur- 
day at the Hotel Schroeder. There 
will be a midnight supper. Hey- 
wood Broun, national president of 
the guild, will be speaker. Broun 
will appear in the district court 
here Monday with five other per- 
sons arrested during a mass dem- 
onstration a few weeks ago. Broun 
is charged with resisting an officer. 

3. Nash McCrea, strike chairman, 
and Jonathan Eddy, national sec- 
retary, returned from the Twin 
Cities where the guild pledged 
$400 more for the strike fund. The 
Twin Cities guild has already given 
$500. 
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America Plans for 



THE ELECTORAL PACT 



War 



The outcome of modern war de- 
pends on the home front as much 
if not more than on the battle front. 
The availability of resources at the 
beginning of, and during a war, and 
the levei of the technical productive 
forces are vital matters that enter 
into all the plans and preparations 
of the General Staffs. Thus one 
large section of the United States 
War Department has as its task the 
keeping of up-to-the-minute files of 
statistics -and technical information 
on every raw material and com- 
modity that enters into military use, 
either directly or indirectly. These 
Commodity Files show the annual 
needs of the country, both civilian 
and military, the sources of supply, 
the stocks on hand in warehouses 
and in factories, the possibilities 
for quick expansion of production, 
the available substitutes in case of 
shortage. Where certain materials 
necessitate importing from abroad, 
particularly from South America, 
the navy is assigned the duty in ad. 
vanee of keeping the sea lanes open 
to protect the ships delegated to 
carry these materials. The war 
office keeps a watchful eye on the 
stocks on hand so as njt to be 
caught with a shortj^e of some 
strategic commodity on the outbreak 
of war. Naturally in cprryiug out 
f hi> phase of its imperialis: duties, 
the War Department is in close 
touch with the capitalists who con- 
trol the supplies, with the trusts 
and combines. 

The news of the embargo on ex- 
port nf tin scrap is an indication of 
the mutual helpfulness of this in- 
timitte relationship. At the out- 
break of war certain factories will 
be immediately mobilized according 
to prearranged plan to start pro- 
duction of military supplies. These 
strategic plants are naturally sub- 
sidized and given every assistance in 
time of peace. 

* * • 

DETIX-XING AND WAE 

Tin is not an essential or "strat- 
egic'' commodity. It is more a con- 
venience in modern life than a 
necessity. Substitutes could easily 
be found for tin in the food indus- 
tries and in the manufacture of auto- 
mobiles. It seems strange, at first 
sight, therefore, that Secretary of 
Srati' Hull in his capacity as Secre- 
u\ry of the National Munitions Con- 
trol Board, should have seen fit to 
endorse the protest of two detinning 
lirm-i and place an embargo on ox- 
I hit of scrap tin for three months. 
i" he followed by licensing of such 
import--. The Vulcan Detinning Co., 
■ <i Sewaren. N. J., and the Mutual 
;iini Thermit Co. of _\. Y„ the two 
major producers of tin from scrap, 
claim that the miming of their busi- 
ness profitably is being threatened 
by Japan's extraordinary purchases 
of scrap metal here. Therefore, in 
conformity with the War Depart- 
ment plan for mobilization of in- 
dustry in Hum of war, Hull took 
quick action. Evidently the war 



department wishes to maintain these 
plants. But it would be quite in- 
correct to assume that the only 
reason is to assure a supply of tin 
for the war. That is a relatively 
minor purpose. The real motive 
must be sought in the process of 
detinning, In the chemicals formed 
during the process of recovering tin 
from scrap. This process uses 
chlorine in considerable quantities. 
Chlorine is one of the elements that 
enler into the production of certain 
■of the poison gases. The tetrachlor- 
ide of tin, one of the chemicals pro- 
duced, is used in explosives to pro- 
duce a concealing smoke, and is also 
used in producing glares. It is for 
these purposes that the war depart- 
ment is anxious to keep going these 
detinning plants, and not for the 
tin primarily. Of course tin enters 
into the making of all Babbitt bear- 
ings which are so essential to all 
machinery, particularly on ships and 
in mechanized warfare. But Bolivia 
is a source of tin that is under the 
direct control of the United States 
navy, a source that could not pos- 
sibly be closed to American imperi- 
alism in wartime. No, it Is poison 
gases and the materials for produc- 
ing glares and concealing smokes 
that motivate Hull and Roosevelt. 
* • • 

PREPARATIONS FOR WAR 

Precisely because war Involves 
the utmost need of technical pre- 
paration, the careful planning of 
the complete industrial life of the 
nation, it takes a number of years 
for a country to build up the stocks 
necessary and to see that the plant 
equipment is adequate. The United 
Mates today is engaged in these 
technical preparations, just as is 
every other [tower. The rivalries, 
the competition for markets and 
colonies, the need for expansion on 
the part of each national branch of 
capitalism, hiive reached the ex- 
plo.-ive point. The capitalist world 
is on a volcano ready to blow up 
and to destroy civilization. The 
workers of all countries will be the 
victims of imperialist war. Such 
wars have as their aim the bolster- 
ing-up of a decaying and tottering 
capitalism. The capitalists aim to 
maintain the system of exploitation 
of the working class at home by 
extending their field of operation to 
other lands and to other peoples. 
If workers once learn that such 
wars are aimed just as much <t 
tliem as at the "enemy" abroad by 
the home capitalists, then all the 
technical preparations of the war 
mongers and their military, servants 
will come to nought. For in the 
final analysis, the primary and ab- 
solutely essential productive force 
i* the man-power of the worker him- 
self. The capitalists can conduct 
war only so iong as they can suc- 
cessfully suppress the militant work- 
ing class, only so long as the prole- 
tariat is forcibly prevented from 
talcing the means of production out 
of the hands of the exploiters and 
into its own. 



Full Text of the People's Front Agreement in 
ain for the Elections to the Cortes 



Spi 



Editor's Note: In response to 
many requests for the full text of 
the Spanish electoral pact, we 
publish it below as translated 
from EI Socialists (Jan. 16, 1936), 
organ of the Socialist Party of 
Spain. All remarks in parenthe- 
sis are editorial comment, not 
contained in the pact, but which 
will facilitate the understanding 
of the reader. Only material in 
quotation marks is directly quo- 
ted, but the rest is carefully sum- 
marized. 

• * • 

The pact begins with a few sen- 
tences that the undersigned organ- 
izations retain their own principles 
but agree on the following measures 
as necessary to "public peace" : 



zation of the products of the land, 
especially of wheat and other cer- 
eals (in Spain, the government fixes 
the price of wheat) ; adopting mea- 
sures for the elimination of the 
middleman ; doing away with the 
agreements (confabulaciones) among 
the millers; and stimulation of the 
export of agricultural products 
('this last is bait for the small land- 
owning farmers of the Mediter- 
ranean coast, who depend on ex- 
port of olives, grapes, etc.). 

2. As measures to improve the 
condition of agricultural produc- 
tion : agricultural instruction and 
technical aid to be organized by 
the state; plans for rotation of 
crops ; development of pasture 
lands, cattle industry and refores- 
tation ; water works and dams and 
irrigation works to reclaim land; 
roads and rural construction. 

3. As measures to reform the 
property of the land : the law of 
tenantry (passed by the reaction) 
shall be immediately cancelled ; all 
evictions shall be re-examined ; old 
and small renters ( sharecroppers) 
shall be aided to buy the land they 
till on a plan of long-term liquida- 
tion ; pass a new tenantry law 
which shall guarantee tenure (sta- 
hilidad) on the land; rents subject 
to revision shall be made moderate; 
prohibition of sub-renting and its 
concealed forms; indeinniil cation of 
useful and necessary improvements 
carried out by the renter ; land cul- 
tivated for some time shall be avail- 
able for acquisition by the cultiva- 
tor. Cooperatives (consumers and 
agricultural) shall be stimulated. 
Colonization of peasant families 
with necessary technical and finan- 
cial aid. Pleasures for recovery 
i>f the communal land (the com- 
mons). Laws to In- cancelled which 
ictiirned nr !>:>id for grandees' land. 

IV. 

•'Our industry cannot raise itself 
from the depression in which it 
now finds itself unless we revise 
the complicated system of protec- 
tion by the state, according to a 
strict criterion of the coordinated 
subordination of the national econ- 
omy to the general interest. As a 
consequence it is in order"; 

1. To dictate law or system of 
laws which shall fix the basis of 
protection to industry, including 
tariff laws, tax exemption, methods 
of coordination, regulation of mar- 
kets, and oilier methods of assis- 



assets. 

2. Subjecting the private bank- 
ing system to rules of organization 
which shall benefit its liquidity on 
the "basis of the classic principles 
which have been emphasized by 
the experience of the last crisis, 



Tokyo -Berlin Alliance 



(Continued from Page 1) 

(2' Tokyo, preparing to bring re- 
newed pressure on Nanking, once 
mo*e circulated the report that a 
Soviet-Nanking pact was likewise 
in the offing. 

There has never been any basis 
for previous Japanese reports of 
similar tenor and the sharp denials 
issued at Nanking and Moscow on 
this occasion can be taken at their 
face value. Japan still stands too 
solidly athwart the path of possible 
Sino-Soviet rapprochement. The 
present regime at Nanking is com- 
mitted to a policy of capitulation 
to Japan and there is no sign that 
it is prepared to swerve from that 
orientation. The Nanking govern- 
ment, or any other similar Kuomin- 
tang regime, will tread the danger- 
ous path of resistance to Japan 
only when it is assured of power- 
fnl support from the outside, pre- 
ferably from other imperialist pow- 
ers, primarily Britain and the 
United States. 

Offer to Liquidate Red Army 

The new turn of the Stalinist 
party in China, the offer to liqui- 
date completely the peasant Red 
armies and to suspend entirely all 
revolutionary struggle within the 
country (if it can), represents an 
attempt on the part of the Soviet 
bureaucracy to find possible allies 
in Nanking or in other sections of 
the Chinese bourgeoisie. 

For such is the nature of all 
Stalinist pacts. There would not 
nor could be any objection to a So- 
viet pact with Nanking or any other 
bourgeois government if required 
by the diplomatic and strategic in- 
terests of the Soviet Union. But 
the Stalinist quid pro quo is always 
the suspension of the class strug- 
gle in order to conciliate the bour- 
geois ally. That is, Stalinism— 
which rests on the theory of social- 
ism in one country— -establishes a 
contradiction between the interests 
of the international proletariat and 
the supposed interests of the Soviet 
Union, a contradiction which in the 
end has always proven fatal for 
both, a fact which the "realists" in 
Moscow cannot understand. As they 
have done in Czechoslovakia and in 



France, as they will seek to do to- 
morrow (indeed, already today ! ) 
in the United States, the Stalinists 
now seek to do in China. 

The Treaty Myth 

But in any event, this process 
lias not gone as far as actual con- 
tact between Nanking and Moscow. 
Nanking is Tokyo's vassal and too 
subject to Tokyo's pressure, espe- 
cially at the present time. The 
Japanese circulate such reports 
only to use them as a lever to press 
Nanking harder for the concessions 
it demands. 

On the very day of the Tokyo 
report of a Nanking-Soviet agree- 
ment, Nanking forwarded a protest 
against the Soviet- Mongolian pact 
of mutual assistance, claiming that 
it infringed Chinese sovereignty. 
Moscow replied on April 8 with an 
attempt to justify the pact in terms 
of the Sino-Soviet treaty of 1924 
in which Chinese sovereignty over 
Outer Mongolia was specifically 
recognized. That clause of the 
treaty has been rendered inopera- 
tive by the Mongolians themselves, 
who established their own indepen- 
dent regime. We would refer Chi- 
nese claims of sovereignty to Urga 
— but Moscow, you see, is commit- 
ted to the inane notion of the "in- 
violability of pacts" so the myth 
of 1924 has to be repeated in 1936. 
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1. Amnesty for all political of- 
fenses after November 1933, and 
"those of a similar character" not 
released by the April, 1934 amnesty. 

2. Public functionaries (munici- 
pal and provincial oflicials) fired or 
suspended for political reasons to 
je returned to their jobs; workers 
dred from public utilities, railroads 
{bank of Spain and other institu- 
tions and industries In which the 
government holds shares or has a 
voice) , and from public services 
(refers notably to the postofQce 
vhere many were fired after a 

strike) shall be reinstated; and all 
those unjustly fired in private in- 
dustries shall have their rights 
protected by the labor hoards, 
i Though the clause referring to 
private industry is weaker than 
(hose preceding it, apparently pri- 
vate industry followed the rest in 
reinstating the workers.) 

'S. Laws tii be passed, granting 
adequate reparations to families of 
victims of revolutionary events 
(those killed in October, l!j;U) or 
■"victims of illegal acts or the pub. 
tie authority and the police." 

n. 

]. The constitution to he re-es- 
tablished; al violations of it to be 
revised. The law governing elec- 
tions to the tribunal of guarantees 
(the Supreme Court, which is elec- 
ted by an intricate system which 
gives undue weight U> universities 
and the upper classes) shall be re- 
vised so as to prevent that the de- 
fense of the constitution frora fall- 
ing into the hands of those con- 
trary to the regime. 

'2. Laws neces^n-y ;o implement ' lance which die ~tate may conceive 
the constitution shall be passed, es- ' i>f interest to national production, 
pecially the municipal and provin- 1 Th promote the national recovery 
cial regulations as provided for in ' ■■!" industries in urder to lighten the < 
the constitution (lueal government). ■ lead uf speculation that has hum- 
Reform of the rules .iml regula- in-red industry. 

tions of the procedure of the Cor- j ., .institutions to jiuide industry 
tes (not clear for what purpose). , ((i( , |lt ot c „minerce. labor, etc.) 

3. ''The principle or authority is 
declared in alt its vigor but its ex- 
ercise is bound up with full recog- 
nition of the principles of liberty 
and justice." llevision of the law 
of public order (the laws which 
empower the government to quickly 
institute state of alarm, state of 
siege, and martial law) to avoid 
"abusive uses" of it (i.e., don't drag 
out martial law too long!). 

4. Reorganization of the courts 
''to free them from tjjf weights of 
social hierarchy, tradition and eco- 
nomci privilege." "Justice, once 
reorganized, shall be given the in- 
dependence that the constitution 
lays down. Civil procedure shall 
be simplified. Speed up the civil 
courts and increase their power ; 
and greater protection for defen- 
dants in criminal eases ; cut down 
special privileges (such as freedom 
of guards from civil courts, prose- 
cution of civilians assaulting 
guards In military courts, etc.). 
Prisons "shall be humanized and 
bad treatment done away with ; no 
arbitrary solitary confinement 

5. Police abuses under the reac- 
tion to be investigated to place re- 
sponsibility; guiit shall be deter- 
mined and punished. Commanding 
officers to be re-examined and all 
those guilty of abuse or political 
prejudice to be dismissed. Reor- 
ganization of the guards (vigilan- 
cia) with officials loyal to the re- 
gime. (This section deals with 
abuses from November 1933 to Feb- 
ruary, 1&36.) 

6. In future, grave punishments 
for officials who abuse their power. 

m. 

'■The Republicans do not accept 
the principle of the nationalization 
of the land and its free distribution 
to the peasants, solicited by the 
delegates of the Socialist Party. 
They (the Republicans) consider 
desirable the following measures 
which are aimed at the redemption 
of the peasant and the medium and 
small farmer, not only because it 
(the land program) is Justice, but 
because it constitutes the strongest 
basis for national economic recon- 
struction"; 

l. Measures to help the direct 
farmer ("cultivador di recto," ap- 
parently the farmer, peasant, or 
land worker indiscriminately, only 
differentiating them from the non- 
working landowner) ; lowering of 
taxes and tributes ; special atten-» 
tion to the repression of usury; 
lowering of abusive rents ; increase 
o. agricultural credits ; re-valori- 



3. ''Adopt necessary measures 
In protect small industry and small 
commerce." 

4. "To elevate the activity of 
our fundamental industries by 
means of a plan of public works." 
Organization and assistance to the 
rural population in the form of 
self-liquidating public works. 

V. 

The Republicans consider public 
works not only as a public service 
or an imperfect method of unem- 
ployment relief, but also as a po- 
tent means of developing sources 
of wealth not being developed by 
private entrepeneurs. 

1. "Great plans'' of construction 
of urban and rural housing, also 
cooperative and public services, 
ports, communications, irrigation 
works and other land improve- 
ments. 

2. To carry these out, legisla- 
tive and administrative arrange- 
ments to be made, which shall 
guarantee the usefulness of the 
work, its good administration and 
"its contribution of the same to the 
private industries directly favored.'' 

"The Republicans do not accept 
the subsidy to unemployment 
((dole) solicited by the workers' 
delegation. They believe that the 
measures of agrarian policy and 
those which are to be carried out 
in industry, public works and, in 
sum, the whole plan of national re- 
construction, will fulfill not only 
its own ends but also the essential 
task of absorbing unemployment." 

VI. 

The Treasury and the banks 
shall be at the service of the effort 
of national reconstruction, without 
slurring over the fact that such 
subtle things as credit cannot be 
forced "outside of the sure field of 
profitable and remunerative effort." 
'"The Republican parties do not ac- 
cept the measures of nationaliza- 
tion of the banks proposed by the 
workers parties. They know, how- 
ever, that our banking system re- 
quires certain perfectings if it is 
to fulfill the mission that is put in 
its hands for the economic recon- 
struction of Spain." As mere re- 
numeration of examples, we point 
out the following measures: 

1. Direct the Bank of Spain in 
such a way as that It shall fulfill 
its function of regulating the cred- 
it according as the interests "of 
our economy shall dictate," losing 
its character of partner of the 
banks and liquidating its frozen 



3. Improve the functioning of 
the savings banks in order "to make 
them fulfill their role in the creation 
of capital," dictating also those 
measures necessary to protect pri- 
vate savings and the responsibility 
of the initiators and promoters of 
them. Equalise taxes, and stop in- 
creasing the public debt. 

(1) Direct taxation to be com- 
pletely revised and reorganized 
on a progressive basis; 

(2) Indirect taxation reformed 
"aiming at cordination" — (com- 
pletely unclear) (yet the one 
point important to workers) ; 

(3) Fiscal administration per- 
fected to serve as an efficient in- 
strument. 

VII. 

"The Republic that the Republi- 
can parties conceive of is not a 
republic directed by social or eco- 
nomic class motives but a regime 
of democratic liberties impelled by 
considerations of public interest 
and social progress. But precisely 
because of this, the Republican 
policy has the duty of elevating 
the moral and material conditions 
of the workers to the maximum 
limit '"that the general interest of 
production permits," without Stop- 
pinj,' at making all the sacrifices 
that may have to be imposed on 
economic and social privileges. The 
Republican parties, do not accept 
the workers' control solicited by 
the racialist delegation.'' 

Tliej (Republicans) agree to: 

1. Re-establish the social legis- 
lation "in the purity of its princi- 
ples" for which they will dictate 
the necessary dispositions in order 
to cancel all the laws which de- 
tract from upright sense of justice, 
revising al! the checks and punish- 
ments established . . . (nothing 
more concrete than this). ' 

2. Reorganize the jurisdiction of 
labor (labor boards) in conditions 
of independence, in order not only 
that the interested parties "may 
acquire a consciousness of the im- 
partiality of i heir decisions" but 
also in order "that in no case shall 
flic genera 1 1» tero-rs be minimized." 

;!. Rectify the process of the 
tailing salaries of the land work- 
ers, truly starvation salaries, fix- 
ing 'minimum salaries in order to 
guarantee ali the workers a worthy 
existence, and creating the offense 
of dragging down salaries, which 
shall be prosecutable before the 
courts. Although policy of econo- 
mic reconstruction is aimed at the 
absorption of unemployed, it is also 
necessary to organize administra- 
tively and technically the struggle 
against it, establishing statistics, 
classification, employment agencies 
and workers' exchanges, with spe- 
cial attention to the unemployment 
of youth and without forgetting the 
institutions of planning and insur- 
ance which, promised by the con- 
stitution, should be begun. 

The Republicans shall dedicate 
to the public welfare and health 
the attention they deserve in any 
civilized land, without stopping at 
sacrifices. They will unify under 
the direction of the state private 
welfare and health institutions 
"without violating wills of the de- 
ceased" (this refers to church in- 
stitutions). 

vm. 



WORLD OF LABOR 



What Happened at the Trade Union Unity 
Congress in Toulouse, France 



congress in iouiouse, 

By JOHN G. WRIGHT. 



The Congress held in Toulouse, March 3-5, was not a fusion Con- 
gress, but the first Congress of an already united trade union move- 
ment. The Toulouse Congress only raJi&ed formally the already effected 
merger between the reformist C.G.T. and the Stalinist-controlled C.G. 
T.V., which took place last September, when, after both the C.G.T. and 
the C.G.T.U. had held their conventions,, the parallel units of these 

in order to guarantee depositors' organizations merged jon a local, territorial and national scale. 

accounts, etc., etc. 



The membership of the new Gen-o 



The Republic must consider edu- 
cation as the inalienable attri- 
bute of the state" 

1. "shall impel with the same 
rhythm as in the first years of the 
Republic the creation of primary 
schools, canteens, clothing depots 
(for schoolchildren), school colon- 
ies. Private eduatton shall be sub- 
ject to vigilance in the interest of 
culture analogous to that of the 
public schools." 

2. develop intermediate and pro- 
fessional education. 

a. Amalgamation of universi- 
ties and superior schools to obtain 
more adequate ones. 

4. The necessary methods to 
guarantee to the youth of the work- 
ing class and in general to students 
of capacity, access to intermediate 
and superior education. 

The signatories shall replace In 
all its vigor the autonomous legis- 
lation of the Constitutent Cortes. 

"International policies shall be 
oriented in the direction of adhe- 
sion to the principles and methods 
of the League of Nations." 

SIGNATURES. . . . 



eral Confederation of Labor is 
about 1,000,000 (in 1920, on the 
eve of the split, the old C.G.T. had 
a membership of 1,500,000). More 
than 1,700 delegates attended the 
Congress to deal with the two ques- 
tions that were before the Con- 
gress: (1) the statutes of the uni- 
fied Confederation; (2) the polit- 
ical policy to be pursued. 

Under the organizational ques- 
tion, the following three points 
were in dispute: what the struc- 
ture of the Confederation should 
be, whether it is "compatible" to 
combine trade union posts With 
leading functions in political or- 
ganizations, and, finally, which in- 
ternational affiliations to maintain. 

Jouhaux and Co.,' the leadership 
of the old C.G.T., stood pat on the 
"old" traditions; the leadership of 
the Stalinist U.C.G.T. went through 
the motions of attempting to in- 
stitute "progressive" reforms. The 
debates took place in an atmos- 
phere of. "mutual trust. 

• • • 

The structural make-up of the 
hidebound C.G.T. appears on the 
surface to be very loose, very au- 
tonomous and quite de- centralized, 
but, in reality, its so-called Feder- 
alist structure is ideally suited for 
rigid bureaucratic control. 

The basic, and "traditional" unit 
of the C.G.T. is the local trade 
union organization known as a 
syndicate. In the majority of cases 
these local syndicates are quite 
small. Nationally, these syndicates 
are united into Federations, one for 
each industry ; and, on the other 
hand, they are also united territori- 
ally into Departmental Unions, one 
for each district, or "Department." 

Each syndicate, however large 
or small, can send one delegate to 
the Congress, and- each has but a 
single vote (the National Federa- 
tions and the Departmental Unions 
can scud delegates to the Congress, 
but only with consultative votes). 

obviously, there, ore, the Con- 
gresses of the C.G.T. are not rep- 
rescnlatiu 1 democratic bodies. In 
l!>i".. the representation of the 
larger syndicates was increased to 
make up for this crying discrep- 
ancy, but this purely formal ges- 
ture was intended only to screen 
the fact that the Congresses are a 
democratic sham — tar removed from 
proportional representation. 

The Congresses play on the sur- 
face the role of the highest direct- 
ing mstaiis. Hut that Is another 
sham. Between the Congresses, 
the C.G.T. is directed by the joint 
Central Committees of the Nation- 
al Federations and the Departmen- 
tal I'nions. This joint Committee 
is not elected by the Congress but 
comprises the representatives of 
all the Federations, and of the 
Departmental Unions (which are 
diem selves made up of a single 
representative from each syndicate, 
with a single vote). 

The joint Committee (which Is 
not a representative democratic 
body), in its turn, selects an Ad- 
ministrative Committee (about 
3i5), primarily selected from among 
those functionaries who reside in 
Paris. This resident Committee 
then hand picks a small Bureau (a 
secretariat, headed by Jouhaux) 
which is the actual leadership of 
the C.G.T. 
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It goes without saying that Jou- 
haux and his associates were ada- 
mant in preserving this antiquated 
structure, so ideally suited for bu- 
reaucratic machinations and so 
obviously In need of "reform." One 
might imagine, after all the talk 
about rank and file rule, that the 
Stalinists would "seize upon a 
chance to demonstrate their pro- 
gressive ideas on trade union or- 
ganization. And. indeed, they did 
propose a "reform.'' Speaking in 
the name of democratic centralism 
(no more, no less!) they proposed 
— in sum and substance— not pro- 
portional representation, but that 
the Administrative Committee be 
henceforth elected by the Congress 
and that this Committee, to be 
elected by a Congress far removed 
from proportional representation, 
then proceed to select the Bureau 
of Bight, with Jouhaux as Genenral 
Secretary. But even this sham re- 
form was overwhelmingly defeated, 
and the hoary, reactionary struc- 
ture was preserved intact. 
» * • 

The second lively point of con- 
troversy was oyer the decree of 
Jouhaux and Co. that It was "In- 
compatible" for a leading func- 
tionary of the C.G.T. to be a r, em- 
ber of the leading body of any po- 
litical party. 

Semard. one of the Stalinist 
leaders, made an eloquent speech 
in which he declared that sueh a 
proposal was tantamount to "sanc- 
tions" against the leading workers 
in the trade union movement, and 
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patible with the traditions and 
principles of the labor movement 
lor a trade union functionary to 
occupy an important political post 
The Congress recorded itself over- 
whelmingly In favor of the "in ■ 
compatibility'' clause, and Frachon 
and Hacamond, who by previous 
agnement were slated for the Bu- 
reau, proceeded to declare demon- 
stratively' that they considered the 
decisions of the Congress as abso- 
lutely binding, and in proof of 
their good faith immediately re- 
signed from the N.C. of the French 
Communist Party of which they 
are members. 

• • • 

The third and final organization- 
al dispute revolved about interna- 
tional affiliations. Jouhaux and 
Co. proposed affiliation to the Am- 
sterdam International. Once again 
the Stalinists were most modest 
and reasonable. Far from propos- 
ing affiliation with the Red Trade 
Union International, they pleaded 
that the Confederation adhere to 
neither International, but maintain 
connections with both, and work 
for the calling of an International 
Trade Union Unity Congress as 
soon as possible. Could anything 
be more reasonable? Yet, Jouhaux 
in his speech simply passed in si- 
lence over the proposal to maintain 
any ties with the Profintern, and 
work for international unity. 

The Congress once again voted 
overwhelmingly against the Stalin- 
ist proposals. The purely formal 
character of the Congress is best 
illustrated by the fact that after 
the stage play, speeches and votes 
for the record, the Statutes were 
referred back to the Commission 
and were then accepted unanimous' 

iy. 

The self-same procedure was 
gone through on the second point 
of the agenda, pertaining to the 
"political policy." Racamond made 
an impassioned speech, pleading 
that the Congress solemnly pro- 
claim that the program of the 
People's Front "is the program of 
the struggle of the organized work- 
ers." Jouhaux and Co. spoke for 
their Labor Plan. And the Con- 
gress passed a unanimous resolu- 
tion (to quote the dispatch in 
Pravda, March 4) to the effect 
that : "the General Confederation 
of Labor will struggle decisively 
for the demands in the program of 
the People's Front ... the resolu- 
tion goes on to point out that the 
program of the People's Front 
should include the specific demands 
of the working class formulated In 
the Labor Plan of the C.G.T." 

Thus, the social-patriots of 1836 
are standing shoulder to shoulder 
with those who betrayed the French 
working class in 1914. The united 
trade union movement in France 
will march to victory only In the 
irreconcilable struggle against the 
poliey and practice of Jouhaux- 
Racamond and their associates. 

* • * 
RESULTS OF THE SPANISH 
ELECTIONS 

We have received an Inquiry re- 
lating to the results of the last 
Spanish elections. The reports as 
to the outcome in the American 
bourgeois press appear to conflict 
primarily because the various re- 
porters in recording the results of 
the elections differ in their manner 
of listing the parties ot the Bight 
and or the Center. 

We print below the final results 
ot the elections as reported hi a 
Havas dispatch of March 3rd. 

The "Peopled Ftfont" electoral 
bloc won 263 seats. The Socialist 
Party obtained — 94 seats. The 
Communist Party— 14. The seats 
that fell to the share of the petty 
bourgeois partners in the elector.il 
bloc, the party of the Left Repub- 
licans, were 85. 

The three parties of the extreme 
Right obtained 135 seats, the C.E.D. 
A. (the concentration led by Gil 
Robles) getting 99 of them. 

The Basque Nationalists obtained 
10 seats. 

Listing all the other parties in 
the Center, the latter obtained 65 
seats. 

The relationship of forces in the 
■parliamentary fraction of the So- 
cialist Party of'Spain between the 
right wing led by Prleto and the 
left wing led by Caballero can be 
gleaned from the results of the 
contest for the election of the 
Praesldium of the Socialist frac- 
tion: in the voting, 49 votes were 
cast for Caballero and 32 for Prle- 
to. 

The elections show that as a re- 
sult of the People's Front policies 
not only did the petty bourgeois 
parties obtain representation far 
exceeding their actual social and 
political weight In the country, but 
also within the Socialist Party it- 
self, the Right wing was able to 
capitalize on these policies. 
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If itt France, Stalinism drags the 
masses Into support of the govern- 
ment and its war plans and poli- 
cies, In Germany they accomplish 
the same purpose by the slogans 
they employ against the govern- 
ment under Adolf Hitler. 

According to .Ralph W. Barnes of 
the Herald-Tribune, "Communists"' 
were very active in the plebiscite, 
recently concluded for the purpose 
of endorsing Hitler's Rhlneland 
policy. A leaflet charging Hitler 
with preparing a war against the 
Soviet Union is quoted by Mr. 
Barnes. It reads as follows: 
"Of what importance are non- 
aggression pads, If for Chancel- 
lor Adolf Hitler, they are only 
a scrap of paper? ... No country 
on earth entertains aggressive de- 
signs against Germany. Fascist 
Germany under Hitler is the in- 
stigator of war in Europe. The 
German people are being driven 
toward catastrophe. 

"Halt the enemy of the mass- 
es! Hitler means war; Stalin 
means peace! Socialism means 
prosperity, freedom and peace; 
Fascism means misery, slavery 
and war! 

"The Reichstag elections are 
war elections. Every vote of 'no' 
is a vote against war, against 
misery, against the Gestapo J se- 
cret police), concentration camps 
and murders. 

"Therefore, away with Hitler] 
Long live the united people's 
front for peace, freedom and 
bread! Long live international 
proletarian solidarity ! Under- 
line the vote 'no' !" 
Before examining the policy ad- 
vocated in this leaflet, which it is 
our contention cannot but streng- 1 
then Hitler's hand in Germany, it I 
will be profitable to analyze the : 
insane advice offered the German 
workers for the plebiscite. 

It was common knowledge, wide- 
ly publicized by all capitalist re- 
porters, that the plebiscite was an- 
other of Hitler's great Barnum 
acts, that all conceivable methods 
of force, terror and intimidation, 
direct and indirect, would be em- 
ployed to insure a unanimous "ja" 
vote. Post-election dispatches tell 
of summary dismissals from their 

9JOA OJ pejfBj OtJAl SjaijJOM jo sqof 

and that these "recalcitrants were 
visited by black-shirted or brown- 
shlrted Naeis." 

The Stalinist Suicide Advice 
And the Communist Party ad- 
vises "Vote 'no'!" In other words, 
it calls upon the very workers, 
whom it dissuaded and prevented 
from fighting when they still had 
a chance, before the Brown-shirt* 
took power, to take their lives in 
their hands today for the sake of 
a *Tutile demonstration. It would 
have been another matter if this 
were a free, Australian ballot, then 
a large protest vote might have 
had a powerful effect in rousing 
the German workers. But this 
ballot was a mockery. An armed 
Nazi stood at the elbow of every 
voter and saw to it that th" vote 
was cast in the right way. A Nazi 
teller counted the votes. Nazi elec- 
tioneers "dragged" the voters to 
the polls. Which leads us to the 
following conclusions: 

First, it was sheer, voluntary su- 
icide for any worker to follow the 
advice of the C.P.. an advice so 
criminal that if carried out would 
have led to an even greater deci- 
mation of the ranks of militant la- 
bor than the frightful condition 
that already exists. 

Secondly, suppose a sizable num- 
ber of "no" votes were cast. Who 
would have known about it? Does 
anyone believe that the Hitler-con- 
trolled press would have publicized 
such facts calculated to give 
strength and courage to revolution- 
ists? Why, even the blank ballots 
were counted as "ja" votes. 

Thirdly, any party which advo- 
cates such action, and thereby 
saves the Gestapo the trouble ot 
hunting for the underground mili- 
tants tut could find them at the 
polling booths, is consciously or 
unconsciously cooperating with 
Hitler in destroying whatever re- 
mains of the German labor move- 
ment. 

Meat for Hitler 
Now, what is the policy for which 
Stalinism called upon the German 
workers to risk their skins in this 
futile gesture? Implicit "in the 
contents of this leaflet is a support 
of the Versailles Treaty. The same 
robber pact, assailed from its in- 
ception by revolutionists as the 
basis for a redivlston of the world 
by the leading imperialist buecan- 
neers. The same robber pact which 
constituted the most potent weapon 
In Hitler's demagogy and which 
enabled him to dupe the middle 
classes disgusted with th< social 
democratic support of the treaty. 
It says: "Of what importance are 
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non-aggression pacts if, for Chan- 
cellor Adolf Hitler they are only 
scraps of paper? . . ." This undoubt- 
edly refers to the Locarno Treaty, 
an integral part of Versailles. 

'•No country on earth entertains 
aggressive designs against Ger- 
many," it continues. "Fascist Ger- 
many under Hitler is the instigator 
of war in Europe." "Halt the ene- 
my of the masses! Hitler means 
war ; Stalin means peace." 

What a hopeless muddle ! And 
what ammunition for Herr Goeb- 
bels! We sincerely hope a copy of 
this leaflet does not fall into his 
hands for he will certainly use it 
to a fa re- you -well against the 
"Marxists." 

Arguments on a Flatter 

"No country has aggressive de- 
signs against Germany." Cannot 
Goebbels point out that France 
through the Versailles Treaty with 
nil its oppressive clauses keeps 
Germany "paralyzed" for imperial- 
ist, reasons! Can he not pick up 
any organ of the French Front 
Populafre. und read a call for a 
'preventive war'' against Ger- 
many? 

Or cannot Rosenberg punch holes 
in this leaflet by lecturing the Ger- 



man workers on the present distri- 
bution of the world's colonies? Will 
he fail to say that German economic 
life is crippled by its lack of col- 
onies and that therefore this situa- 
tion constitutes a war threat 
against Germany, even if negative- 
ly? 

Not that alone, however. The 
Hitler mob will print figures run- 
ning into seven or eight ciphers 
representing the expenditures on 
armaments in France, England, 
Czechoslovakia, Italy, etc Are 
these the expression of peaceful 
intentions and of tin -aggressive de- 
signs, they will ask. 

But the choicest morsel for them 
Is undoubtedly the coimterposing of 
Stalin to Hitler. Because, what 
they have to contend with here is 
not a revolutionary internationalist 
policy against nationalist militarist 
ambitions. On the contrary. Stal- 
in's support of imperialist France, 
its little Entente and its colonial 
projierty lends plausibility to Hit- 
lev 's demagogy. 

What Are the Conclusions/ 

Hitler tells the workers that Ger- 
many is oppressed by the interna- 
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worker objects that the interna- 
tional working class and Soviet 
Russia is not in this category. 
Whereupon Hitler points to the 
People's Front where workers Join 
with capitalists in national unity 
and Soviet Russia, through Stalin, 
blesses this arrangement and be- 
comes a partner to it. Is it entire- 
ly illogical that the German work- 
ers should revise some of his con- 
ceptions about the class struggle? 
Would he be entirely impervious 
to the propaganda that the days of 
class war are over and the days 
of race war have begun? Unfor- 
tunately the German workers have 
been taken in by this pap. If the 
"plebiscite'" means anything at all 
it means just that. 

The conclusion is inescapable ; 

Wheu the French^ Stalinists be- 
came sponsors of the shibboleth 
"democracy" against "fascism," 
they inevitable became agents of 
French imperialism and Hitler 
can point to the absence of class 
struggle in France to those who 
agitate for <-lass war in Germany. 
When the German Stalinists em- 
ploy the same biu„hiis, uu~ ti»n .,. 
escape being called — by Hitler- 
agents of a foreign govern men 
France? They will say they ar 
foi- the defense of the Soviet Unlo 
But the Soviet "„(,„ h„ s a mill 



tional bankers and Jews through 

the Versailles treaty. The German j tar y alliance with Fiance. 
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The reactionary llterateur Aldan- ! the actual events in our own time, 
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which treat the emancipatory move- j threat to these gentlemen. The 
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occupied himself of late with writ- 
ing historical notations to the 
October Revolution. (Written in 
Paris in Miliukov's paper— Ed.) In 
one of his feuilietons, basing him- 
self on a ludicrous analysis of the 
budget of Pravda for the year 1917, 
he attempts to prove that the Bol- 
sheviks did "just the same" receive 
German money. To be sure, in the 
process, the many-millioned subsidy 
Is reduced to a very modest sum, .... . . , 

but, in return, the moral and mental *? ted .. to _. tt _ se, ;:° n f_ ^ 
equipment of the historian himself 
rises to its heights. 

In a subsequent feuitleton Aldan- 
ov recounts how Trotsky, in June, 
1918, informed the German diplomat. 
Count Mirbach. that we, Bolsheviks, 
"are already dead, but there is as 
yet nobody around able to bury us". 
Mirbach himself as is well known, 
was killed shortly after June by the 
left S. R.'s. This story, retailing 
the words of one Bothraer, who in 
turn quotes the dead diplomat, is so 
absurd in itself that it is hardly 
worthy of notice. In June, 1918, 
and, therefore .just in the period be- 
tween the time the rapacious Brest- 
Litnvsk peace was signed and the 
day he left for tbe front in Kazan, 
Trotsky gave secret information— 
to whom? to a diplomat of Hohen- 
zollern! — to the effect that Bolshe- 
vism was "already dead". This Is 
a case of slander passing into 
raving. 

A Consumer ror the Garbage 

But there is always a consumer 
for anything vile. And one was 
found in this case also. The Jan- 
uary 30th issue of Pravda carries 
several yards of Demyan Bedny 's 
jingles in which the account of 
Bot timer- Aldanov is taken to be an 
incontrovertible thuth, and as the 
final proof of Trotsky's "permanent 
treachery". Today, Pravda is the 
personal organ of Stalin. Demyan 
Bedny fulfills a personal order. 
Today, Pravda does not venture as 
yet to carry verses relating how 
Lenin and Trotsky received money 
from the German General Staff, but 
the moral evolution ot the Bonapar- 
tist bureaucracy is nevertheless 
proceeding in this direction. To 
Aldanov, at any" rate, the receipt of 
the Hohenzollern subsidy by the 
Bolsheviks and Trotsky's conversa' 
tlon with a Hohenzollern diplomat 
constitute an entity. In Pravda, 
together with its "poet," the single 
whole does not emerge as yet. But, 
never mind! The order was ful- 
filled. Tbe meaning of the order 
is expressed in the following qua- 
train: 

To bad, forsooth, that In Berlin 

They got the news we bo late 
glean! 

BHef judgment* we such leaden 
spurn 

To Limbo, whence there's no re- 
turn." 

This "poetical" conclusion Is of 
course based not upon a fictitious 



frightens the usurpers. That is 
why they find it necessary to seek 
for inspiration from Aldanov-Botb- 
mer. 

A Compromising far 

Yet. once upon a time, this self- 
same Bedny also wrote about Trot- 
sky in a somewhat different tone, 
and. moreover, In the very heat of 
the Civil War, at a time when men 
H»d ideas found themselves sub- 
A propos 
of a rumor alleging that General 
Denikin. the Chief of the White 
Army, was making preparations to 
have himself crowned. Demyan 
Bedny published in Izvestia, some 
16 months after the alleged declar- 
ations of Trotsky to Mirbach, the 
following verses : 
"Strike no herd's poses, king! 
Our deuce will do the covering'. 
When we hit we are no chumps 
For ours Is the deuee of trumps. 
Lenin-Trotsky, there f our deuce, 
Try to match it, if yon choose! 
Why, Denikin, the sudden bines? 
There is no covering our deuce.'' 
Aldanov. incidentally, also Quotes 
this ditty ; but in contrast ' to tbe 
conversation wfth Mirbach, it does 
not happen to be an invention but 
an absolutely genuine product of 
Demyan's creative efforts. It was 
printed in Izvestia, Oct. 19, 1919. 

Repulsive as it is to probe into 
this mess, we hope tha-t the reader 
will bear with us: a few rhymed, 
lines can convey much better the 
atmosphere of 1919 and the then 
prevailing mood in the party than 
iill the latest luxuriant growths of 
falsifications and calumny. "Lenin- 
Trotsky, there's our deuce." How 
is that? How could a man who 
gave out treacherous statements to 
the nugust ambassador of the Kaiser 
turn up on the same ''deuce' 1 ' with 
Lenin? And where is Stalin?. Is 
it possible that Demyan Bedny who 
lived in the Kremlin, who met all 
the top leaders in the party, who, 
it is even .told, used to sup in the 
dining room of the Council of Peo- 
ple's Commissars — is it possible that 
Demyan Bedny remained unaware 
of the fact that the "deuce" was— 
Lenin-Stalin? Or, it may be that 
Demyan Bedny was unacquainted 
with Stalin? No. Bedny worked 
with Stalin in the legal Bolshevik 
publications back in 1911, and per- 
haps even earlier. He was well 
acquainted with Stalin, with Stal- 
in's past, his specific "weight, his 
intellectual resources. Demyan 
knew very well what he was writ- 
ing. And If he did not know, how 
did Izvestia, the official Government 
organ, happen to print verses in 
which Trotsky 'b name creeps in by 
mistake instead of Stalin's? Or, 
was it merely done, perhaps, for 
the sake of a rhyme? And, finally, 
why and how did the party keep 
quiet about these sacrilegious ver- 
ses? We ought to add that ii. those 
days no one ordered laudatory ver- 
ses from Demyan Bedny — we had 



occasion for different things at that 
time, and, besides, the people were 
different —the verses simply ei- 
pi-essed what was In the ai r. 

History Is not s heap of old rag* 
that tan lie placed into a boiler 
and mashed into clean paper. A 
Russian proverb says: "What Is 
written down with h pen cannot 
tie hacked swsv with an axe." The 
history of ihose years was written 
not merely with a pen,— at any 
rste. not only with tbe pen of 
IVmyaB Bedny, if, in 3919,. Bedny. 
picked up by the great wave, on his 
own initiative pxecuted the liter- 
ary order of the masses. Then, in 
193fi. he fulfills only the order of 
Stalin. This customer pursues aims 
which are not at all literary but 
purely practical. Demyan Bedny. 
as w already know, was ordered 
to provide the formula for tbe nec- 
essity of sending Trotsky to a place, 
"whence there is no return." 

Stalin is obviously making pre 
paraiions to entrust the fulfillment 
of Ibis lask to the "poets" from 
the -school of Yagoda. the Genera) 
Commissar. 

And lhnt is how wp nole it down! 
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well, the "red bogeyman" of the 
Liberty League. He granted a sym- 
pathetic audience and listened pa- 
tiently to the grievances of the 
farmers as they were developed by 
tbe representatives of the S.T.F.U. 
The result was an empty promise 
to look into the matter. Tugwell 
need only consult the official De- 
partment of Agriculture report 
which reposes In some remote file 
of the department's archives in or- 
der to verify the story of tragic 
horror which is the daily lot of 
some millions of share-crpppers. 

Mr. Roosevelt has expressed some 
concern over the fate of these far- 
mers, their children and wives. In 
fact, even the President himself 
has been moved to action. He 
asked that an inquiry be set afoot 
by a commission whose members 
were to be appointed by the Gov- 
ernor of Arkansas, Futrell, notori- 
ously unsympathetic to the claims 
of the farmers to earn a decent 
livelihood and a planter himsefl. 

The demands of the Union are 
as follows: 

Tbe Union's Demands 

"Just and adequate settlement 
at end of season, legal rates of 
interest on advances made share- 
croppers and tenants, wages of 
$1.00 per 10 boor day with 15e 
per hour overtime for all work 
done by day laborers, and a writ- 
ten guarantee binding owners 
not to Interfere with union organ- 
ization or discriminate against 
union members." 

Union leaders lave asked for 
support which should be generous- 
ly forthcoming. Send all contribu- 
tions to the Southern Tenant Farm- 
eVs' Union, "2527 Broad Avenue, 
Memphis, Tenn. 
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Two weeks ago the Minnesota 
Farmer-Labor Party convention 
adopted a resolution committing 
the party to "cooperate with other 
progressive, labor, farmer and po- 
litical organizations and leaders in 
calling a national conference to ex- 
plore the possibilities of a national 
Farmer-Labor ticket in 1936." This 
resolution met with considerable 
opposition, but in the final voting 
it carried by a fair margin. 

The Minnesota Farmer -Labor 
Party is among the oldest and best 
established state parties of its kind 
in the country. Over a period of 
years it has held control of both 
branches of the state legislature 
and tbe major state offices; its de- 
cisions will therefore arouse inter- 
est among both friends and oppo- 
nents of the idea,. The important 
question, however, is what will it 
mean. 

What the F.-L.P. Move Means 
)u the Daily Worker columns it 
is greeted as the beginning of a 
new era. Other editorial 'writers, 
equally cynical but less credulous, 
seem to think that the politicians 
in control of the Minnesota F.L.P. 
sponsored this resolution merely as 
a means of impressing upon tbe 
Roosevelt administration the need 
o£ supporting them in the local 
elections. This appears to be the 
most logical explanation. 

In any case this would be typical 
of (lie Minnesota Farmer-Labor 
Party leadership. No doubt left- 
ward tendencies are asserting them- 
selves within the ranks of this 
party, the same as within the labor 
movement In general. To satisfy 
the demands of these tendencies by 
adopting a resolution declaring in 
favor of a national farmer-labor 
party and appearing ready to ex- 
plore the possibilities ot' a national 
farmer- labor ticket in 1936 does 
not cost very much. And if this 
can he utilized as an implied 
threat to gain some extra support, 
they will consider ihis so much 
better. At any rate it need not 
be expected that anything in par- 
ticular will be done about tbe car- 
rying out of tbis resolution. 

The reason for this is the fact 
that there is not. yet a serious 
movement afoot for a national labor 
party, or a national farmer-labor 
party. Various attempts have been 
made In several parts of the coun- 
try toward the creation of local 
labor partipK. But. so far these 
attempts are entirely localized and 
have not brought great results. 

In Toledo and in Akron, in ihe 
slate of Connecticut, in Massachu- 
setts, in Detroit. Mien., in Illinois 
and elsewhere, referendum votes of 
local unions have been conducted 
or local conferences have been held 
on the question of formation of a 
labor party. In most cases these 
attempts are sponsored by local 
trade union leaders, who iu this 
manner seek to t ranslate their 
views of a progressive stand in col- 
lective bargaining with the employ- 
ers into politics to gain further 
concessions by parliamentary action 
under their own name. But very 
often there are to be found also 
amongst the elements sponsoring 
these local movements ordinary 
penny-ante politicians who expect 
to find a new field of operation. 
The Stalinist Fiascos 
Host outstanding, however, and 
at the same time the most ridicu- 
lous, are the Stalinist attempts to 
create labor parties made to order, 
put together out of nothing and 
baptised as a bulwark against the 
"growing menace of war and Fas- 
cism." A verftable hurricane cam- 
paign is being conducted by these 
strategists of social -patriotism. 
Resolutions litter the tables of 
workers clubs, conferences are held, 
regardless of whether 1 or not the 
workers are represented. If these 
stategists were to set out deliber- 
ately to destroy the very idea of 
the labor party, they -could not do 
any better than the way they are 
now proceeding. 

As matters stand today the over- 
whelming majority of the working 
class, including the trade unions, 
do not give a v serious bearing to 
these pleas. In the main they still 
support Roosevelt and they are 
still carried away by illusions of 
his pseudo people's legislation. Was 
not the United Mine Workers Con- 
vention practically unanimous in 
its approval Hnd support of Roose- 
velt? And this Is really not sur- 
prising when it is borne in mind 
that the ideology behind the Roose- 
velt proposals does not differ es- 
sentially from the ideas of the 
people's front. The difference lies 
in the fact that Roosevelt's appeal 
for support still proves more effec- 
tive than the appeals for the 
People's Front labor party. In- 
sofar as the phraseology is con- 
cerned, the appeal for the "forgot- 
ten man" is more cleTer. 

Campaign for BooeeveH 
If a Labor Party Is to have any 
meaning as a political force It is 
clear that it must have the trade 
union movement for its basis. Its 
top leadership, however, is already 
busy campaigning actively for 
Roosevelt And this is true not only 
of the dyed-in-the-wool and reac- 
tionary craft union chiefs; John L. 
Lewis and Sidney Hllintan Join. In 
and make It unanimous. While 



they have differences on organiza- 
tion policies and outlook for the 
building of the trade union move- 
ment, which insofar as these ques- 
tions are concerned, divide them 
along lines of progressives and re- 
actionaries, in regard to questions 
of basic class ideology they are 
firm supporters of the capitalist 
system. This in essense determines 
their attitude on whom and which 
party to support in the 1936 elec- 
tions. 



Coming down closer to the rank 
and file, the local trade union lead* 
ership in the main line up on the 
same basis. In Illinois, for exam- 
ple, a conference is held for the 
formation of a labor party and at- 
tended by representatives from a 
few unions scattered over the state, 
while the Chicago Federation of 
Labor went on record to support 
Rnosevelt. a conference held in 
Springfield, Mass., for the forma- 
tion of a labor patty, it is reported, 
failed to draw a single representa- 
tive from the central bodies of the 
eight or ten cities involved. 

Roughly, this is how the labor 
party question stands today. For 
the future, the best indication is 
perhaps given by the idea advanced 
by Sidney Hillman. Proclaiming 
his sup poll of the trade union 



''Non Partisan League" to support 
Roosevelt, 'he suggests that this- 
set-up may later be utilized as the 
basis for a labor party. In real. 
life this would be an out and out 
third bourgeois party. And while 
in appearances such an initial at- 
tempt may seem radically different 
from the objectives set forth by the 
present Stalinist campaign, in its 
practical reality this will be found. 
not to be the case. Tliere is no 
reason why this could not be a 
just as bona-fide People's Front 
party as the concoction presented 
by the Stalinists. And there Is no 
reason why it should not fit' In ad- 
mirably with their social-patriotic 
aims. 

But what would it mean to the 
working class? For an answer to 
this question, it is important to- 
remember that the leadership of 
the trade union movement could 
not at all be expected really to he- 
come supporters of a labor party 
until they become motivated to do. 
so by fear ot the growth of a seri- 
ous revolutionary movement. A 
labor party brought into being un- 
der such conditions will function 
not as a progressive force for the 
realiation of the aim's of an awa- 
kening working class. In actuality 
it will become a barrier on the 
road. 



FACTS ON TAMPA CASE 



(Continued from Pace 1) 

ther description of all of which is 
to the Solicitor unknown and in 
furtherance of said assault they 
with the said'whips, straps and tar 
had and held in their bands, did 
then and there strike, beat, bruise, 
wound and ill-treat him, from which 
said wounds tbe said Joseph Shoe- 
maker did languish and on the 9th 
day of Dei-ember, A. D. 1935, did 

die." 

* • • 

The Defendents 

Those indicted on the murder and 
kidnapping charges are: Police Ser- 
geant 0. A. "SmUty'* Brown, lead- 
i-i- of the raid and one of tbe best, 
pistol shots in the country; Patrol- 
men Sam E. Crosby, John E. 
Bridges and F. W. Switzer, the lat- 
ter also under indictment for the 
kidnapping of Robert M. Cargeil, a 
St. Petersburc lawyer; C. W. Car- 
lisle, former employe of the city 
tax department; Robert Chap pell, 
former employe of the city water 
department; A. P. Gillian, Ed Spi*- 
ey and James Dean, Orlando Klans- 
nien and social policemen during 
the Tampa primary election. Chief 
of Police R. G. Tittsworth and Man- 
uel .Menendex. police stenographer, 
were indicted as accessories after 
the fact. 

* » * 
The Attorneys 

By direction of Governor Dave 
Sholtz, the prosecution is being 
conducted by State Attorney J. 
Rex Farrier, Assistant State Attor- 
ney R. M. Huntley ami County Sol- 
icitor C. Jay Hardee, the latter said 
to be tied in with the gambling 
ring. The ilefendents are represent- 
ed liy Pat Whitaker, chief counsel, 
his brother Tom Whitaker, Charles 
F. Blake and L. E, Womack, all in- 
timsitely associated with the Khi 
Klux Klan. 

. 4 * 
The Judge 

Judge Raleigh Petteway o£ Hills- 
borough County disqualified himself 
as trial judge on March 17, on mo- 
tion of the defense, because he is- 
a candidate for Governor. Sholtz 



assigned -fudge Robert T. Dewell of 

Polk County in his place. 

• • * 

The Witnesses 

Nearly f0O witnesses will be call- 
ed by both sides. They include 
Mayor Robert E. Lee Chaneev of 
Tampa and other state and county 
officiaiis. Two important witnesses 
for the state '■committed suicide" 
under mysterious circumstances be- 
fore the trial began. They are 
Robert P. Farias, to whom a receipt 
was issued for a P. O. Box used by 
ihe Klu Klux Klan, who died of 
monoxide poisoning in his garage, 
aud Police Sergeant H. Carl Tomp- 
kins, on desk duty the night of the 
■■rime, who "jumped" from the 
third floor window ot a Tampa hos- 
pital. 

• * 1 

The Present Trial 
The state has decided to try first 
ihe cases against "Smitty" Brown, 
C. W. Carlisle and John P. Bridges 
for kidnapping and conspiracy to 
kidnap Eugene Poulnot, TKe trial 
began on March 24 after Judge 
Petteway had denied defense mo- 
tions for a four month delay and 
for a change of venue. 

• • • 

The Need for Continued Support 
The progress already made In 
running down the perpetrators of 
this deed Is no guarantee against 
a whitewash. The fight against the 
Kin Klux Klan and the capitalist- 
rue keteer-politician combination in 
Florida must be carried to a suc- 
cessful conclusion before any work- 
ingman in tbe country can call him- 
self free. Protests and demands for 
action from individuals, unions and 
other organizations should be sent 
to Governor Dave Sholtz, Mayor B. 
E. L. Chancey and State Attorney 
J. Rex Farrior. Financial contrtb- 
titions to carry on the fight should 
be sent to Norman Thomas, ehalr- 
mnn, or Mary Fox, Treasurer, Na- 
tionalCommlttee for the Defense of 
Civil Rights in Tampa, Room 1106, 
112 East 19the Street, *?ew York 
City. 



Klan Pays 

Attorney 



(Continued from Page 1) 

neeome moderately well-to-do by 
supplementing their ' regular sala- 
ries with ?nO flogging honorariums, 
they could hardly have made 
enough to pay these fancy legal 
fees. The expenses of their defense 
tire being met by the citrus grow- 
ers, cigar manufacturers and ship- 
ping interests who must maintain 
the Ku Klux Klan as their private 
police. 

The heavy ball bonds which give 
the defendants temporary freedom 
were supplied by Ell Witt who 
owns the 100 percent non-union 
Hav-a-Tampa cigar factory. The 
anti-labor groups, by subscribing 
to the defense, are also working off 
a debt of gratitude to Pat Whitaker 
who, as state senator, fathered all 
the repressive legislation they 
wanted. One of Whitaker's babies 
is the so-called 30 percent law 
which makes Florida elections as 
democratic as a Hitler referendum. 
Under this law, a party must poll 
at least 30 percent of the total 
vote in one of the two preceding 
elections in order to get on the 
ballot. 
Administration Tries Shakedown 
When the policemen were first 
indicted, an effort was made to levy 
a percentage of the wage of every 
city employee for their defense. 
Such a levy was enforced before 
the last municipal election to pro- 
vide the campaign fund with which 
the city administration stole Its re- 



election. This second shakedown, 
however, is being successfully re- 
sisted. 

While the indicted policemen 
have been surrounded with the 
most effective, if not the most 
scrupulous lawyers in Florida. 
the state has added lawyers to its 
staff whose reputations embrace 
neither effectiveness nor scrupu- 
lousness. Governor Sholtz has di- 
rected Manuel Glover, Solicitor of 
Polk County, and Assistant State 
Attorney J. C. Rogers, also of Polk 
County, to assist Chief Prosecutor 
Farrior. 

Glover, who is said to be con- 
nected with the gambling ring in 
his county, will replace Hillsbor- 
ough County Solicitor C. Jay Har- 
dee who is said to protect the 
gamblers In bis bailiwick—for a 
price. About a year ago. Glover 
was arrested In Klssengen Springs, 
a resort six miles south of Bartow, 
and charged with being drunk, dis- 
orderly and nude. He was not 
found guilty. 

Glover's fellow-celebrant on this 
spree was- County Judge Mark 
O'Quiun, predecessor of Judge Ro- 
bert T. Dewell who is presiding At 
the present trials. O'Qulnn's drun- 
ken escapades with women ulti- 
mately caused a grand Jury investi- 
gation and his removal by Govern- 
or Sholtz. Dewell, a classmate of 
the Governor at Tale, was' one at 
Sholte's few pre-election supporters 
in Polk County. He was appointed 
to redeem the bench that O'Quiun 
had so engagingly defiled. 

In general, the processes of the 
law In Polk County are very in- 
teresting:. 
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Woe to the Vanquished— Mussolini Slogan 



Jobless Masses 
Unite Ranks 

An Analysis of the Washington Unemployed 
Convention and the Task Ahead 

By MAX SHACHTMAN 
A long and decisive step lias been taken to put an end tp the divi- 
sion of the organized unemployed workers of this country into three 
separate national organisations and qoimttesS local groups. By 
virtually unanimous vote, the delegates assembled in convention in 
Washington last week in the auditorium of the Department of Labor 
brought about the amalgamation into one body of the Workers Alliance 
of America, the National Unemployed League, the National Unem- 
ployment Councils, tiie American Workers Union (a Missouri organ- 
ization) and several jother local and state-wide organizations of the 
jobless. 

The name of the new organization, as agreed upon by all its con- 
stituent bodies, is to remain that of the group which had the largest 
representation at the Washington convention, namely, the Workers 
Alliance of America. Similarly, the principal officers of the new Alli- 
ance have been drawn from the old one. 
There tan be no two opinions^" 
about the progressive nature of the 



IIS SIALICS PRISONS 

Dr. Ciliga Continues Series on Persecution of Revo- 
lutionists Under the Stalin Regime 



o 



o 



merger. The separation of the un- 
employed workers into organiza- 
tions which were not far removed 
from enlarged editions of the po- 
litical organisations mainly respon- 
sible for their formation or main- 
tenance, has proved to be a L-ostly 
division of energy and efforts. It 
may even be added that, just as 
on the trade union field, so among 
the unemployed, workers should bo 
organized not upon the basis of 
their political beliefs, associations 
or sympathies, but upon the basis 
of the simple and adequate fact 
that they are workers — in the case 
of the trade unions — or that they 
are unemployed (or part time, or 
relief) workers in the case of the 
organ isuiti on s of the jobless. 

Tihe indispensable conolary to 
this principle is that in both cases 
the field must be left entirely free 
for any member who may be so 
inclined to agitate in a loyal and 
comradely manner for the particu- 
lar political, economic, philoso- 
phical views he may hold. The 
workers demand of their employer! 
that hiring be not confined to those: 
of one sex. creed, race, color or. 
political view. This demand is! 
usually accompanied by the right 
which every worker in a plant 
takes to himself: to agitate amongj 
bis shop-mat™ for any views ne : 
may have. The two propositions! 
have at least eo.ua! validity in the; 
broad organizations of the working- 
class, j 

Advantages of Unity 

The unification of the organiza- 
tions of the unemployed is there- 
fore correct generally speaking, 
and even more correct and urgent, 
in the present circumstances. As- 
sembled under one banner, and do-: 
termiuod as they are to maintain' 
the most intimate contact with the 
organized trade unions, the inas-cs. 
of the unemployed who have al- 
ready understood the need o.' or- 
ganization will be imbued wilh a, 
gr^iter spirit of self-confidence and' 
consequently of militancy. The 
disunity of the jobless gay; the 
ruling class and its government 
indubitable advantages in the- 
simple between the two forces. 
The unification not only takes these; 
advantages out of the hands of tli« 
enemies of the unemployed, but; 
gives the latter a corresponding ami] 
hitherto unpossessed superiority. . 

The whole outcome of the striig-j 
gle to ameliorate the lot of the; 
jobless and the relief workers— to; 
the extent that this can be accom-' 
plished under the capitalist system 
which inexorably creates their 
wretched conditions— now depends 
entirely upon the extent to which 
the unemployed combine with their 
new solidarity a militant policy of 
action, a policy of class struggle. 
Without the latter, even the eom- 
pletest unity can mean nothing at 
all, or worse yet, can become a 
treacherous consolation. 

Politics and the Unemployed 

it is especially from the latter 
standpoint that the situation is far 
from reassuring. The course of the 
convention registered several defi- 
ciencies in the movement which, in 
our opinion, require the earliest 
possible rectification. The fact that 
these shortcomings relate to polit- 
ical questions in no sense conflicts 
with our previous contention that 
the unemployed cannot merely be 
the appendage of a political party, 
a disguise for it. For, from the 
latter view one must not for a mo- 
ment conclude that political ques- 
(Continued on Page 4) 



Jail 1, 000 Bolsheviks 
in Chile 



Under the cover of martial law 
proclaimed to break the railway 
men's strike, the Chilean govern- 
ment has arrested over l.OCO 
Bolshevik-Leninists. 

Among those who have been 
imprisoned and deported are com- 
rades Jorge Levin, Carlos Videla- 
Aquiles Jara, Qu inferos, Luis Lo- 
lis, Juan Vereas- 

Otir Chilean comrades, who 
have a great influence upon the 
trade union movement of the 
country, assumed their posts at 
the very forefront of this struggle 
and the strike. 



EDITOR'S NOTE: 

"Question: Is it a criminal offense to speak against Communism 
in the Soviet Union t — M.C. 

'Answer: No. There is compete freedom of speech in the U.S.S.K. 
Any person can have and can v/.di'e any opinion about Communism or 
about the Communist Party, or about its policies, or leaders. . . ." — 
Daily Worker, April 16. 

Now read the testimony of iSr. Anttm Ciliga who was jailed for 
five years in the prisons and exile camps of the Soviet Union for dif- 
fering with the Stalinist bureaucracy on questions of policy. CiMga, 
a member of the Political Bureau of the Jugoslav C.P., came to the 
Soviet Union an exile only to find, through bitter personal experience, 
tiie repressions against revolutionists more severe than in Iris native 
land. Another installment of Kits series will follow in the coming 
issue of the NEW MILITANT. 

By DR. ANTON CILIGA 

III. In the Prisons at Leningrad 

and Verkhne- Uralsk 



t!>- 



1 spent five months (from May j 
to October 1930) in the Detention I 
Prison in Leningrad. During the ' 
first part of this term, up to the' 
conclusion of the investigation, I i 
was committed to a small dark cell | 
with several other prisoners. Dm"- i 
ing the latter part of the term, 
while awaiting my sentence, I sat 
in a large cell, intended for 23 peo- 
ple, in which there were from 80 to 
110 of us. The occupants of the 
large ceils were continually chang- 
ing and in view of the fact that, 
4 to S large cells were let out to- 
gether for 15 minutes into the yard, 
I had the opportunity to become 
acquainted with a great many pris- 
oners with hundreds of "cases" and 



the fate of hundreds of individuals. 



These 
uprising: 



were the days of the mass 
: of the peasants against 



die SI alintst colleel ivization, the 
days tit: mass executions through- 
nut the whole of Russia, the days of 
tiie S'lmoiis execution of the "Forty- 
Five'' sn-calleil wreckers. During 
ibi< time prisoners in our jail were 
;i!;i'u out almost daily to face the 
tiring squad. "Except in rare in- 
stance-,, the press carried no news 
I'.lidiit those executions. But onee 
f witnessed the following case. The 
:uoruiug papers, which had been 
just brought iu. contained a dis- 
patch that the death sentence of 
so-and-so had been "carried out." 
But this man was still alive, sit- 
ting, entirely unaware, among us in 
the cell. The entire cell, the whole 
tier fell into a frenxy, into horror 
. . . but a few minutes later this 
oversight was "corrected," and the 
man led from the cell to face the 
firing squad. . . . 



Huge Student 
Strike Nears 



350,000 Expected to Join in Protest Against 



w- 



ar 



in 



Notion s Schools 



Over 350,000 students are ex- j the way for far greater retreats 
pected to leave their classes on land concessions later"; a view that 
April 22 at 11 A.M. in the third | is made meaningless by the provi- 
nation-wide students' strike against ! sion permit ting A.S.U. participation 



I also became acquainted here 
with the methods by which certain 
(Continued on Page 3) 



war. Called by the American Stu- 
dent Union, the strike has been en- 
dorsed by a number of college pres- 
idents and professors as well as 
leaders of other student organiza- 
tions. The New York Teachers 
Union and other local unions have 
pledged support to the strike. 

While in the colleges and univer- 
sities the students will hold their 
own demonstrations, in the high 
schools, where "peace assemblies" 
are being called by the administra- 
tions, the A.S.U. urges student par- 
ticipation on four conditions: that 
it be student controlled; that stu- 
dent resolutions be permitted and 

I recognized as part of the national 
action. Whether or not the condi- 
tions are granted, there is little 
doubt alter last year's experience 
thai the assemblies called by the 
school administrations will in most 

eases be patriotic rather than anti- 
war demonstrations. 

Warn Against Intimidation 

Two national strike calls have 
been issued by the A.S.U. : one for 
the colleges and universities and a 
"milder'' one for the high schools. 
Warning against intimidation by 
tiie authorities, the Qoilege call 
states: 'To surrender the militancy 
and purpose of this strike at the; 
first sign of opposition is to pave 



in administration controlled assem- 
blies in the high schools. 

The call describes the strike as 
u "rehearsal for the 1 attire" and 
calls for support of the Oxford 
Pledge (not lo snpiwrt any war in 
which the t.'.S. government is in- 
volved). 

A Confused Slogan 

"War anywhere is war every- 
where; stop i he aggressor!" (the 
new formula of the "'peace is in- 
di visible"- pro-sa unionist conception 
of the Stalinists) is among the slo- 
gans in the strike call. And in an- 
other sootion of the same call we 
liiul : 

"With genuine neutrality cir- 
cumiented, a strike of 350,000 
students for lite principle of no 
4oans, credits or supplies to belli- 
gerents will indicate that at least 
the student population of the 
United States has learned the les- 
sons of the Nye inquiry." 
Can one logically support the slo- 
gan of ''Stop the aggressor" — 
and at the same time "principle of 
no credits or supplies to belliger- 
ents," which includes both "aggres- 
sors" and "defenders"? Yet, 
Stalinists do so in practice! 

At the Cleveland congress of the 
American League Against War and 
(Continued on Page 3) 



Fascist Army 
Overruns 
Ethiopia 

Two Internationals Reveal 

Bankruptcy Once 

Again 



THE OLD GUARD AND THE S P PRIMARIES 



o- 



By JOHN WEST 

In the recent Xew York State 
Primaries, both in New York City 
and up-state, the Militant Social- 
ists won a substantial and decisive 
majority over tiie Old Guard. This 
result is particularly important in 
its prophecy of an equally progres- 
sive outcome to next month's na- 
tional convention of the Socialist 
Party. Prom every forward-looking 
point of view, this repudiation of 
the Old Guard represents a genu- 
ine step iu advance not merely for 
the Socialist Party itself, but fer 



back to reformism, aside into the 
death-hoiise of Siaiinism, or down 
into futiie isolation. 

At each stage of the development, 
the basic underlying process ap- 
pears only to a limited and to some 
decree distorted extent on the sur- 
face. The political differentiation 
takes on in the straggle an organ- 
izational form: and for a while it 
is the or~auiwilional contest which 
appears as paramount over the po- 
litical hsuos— though it is the lat- 
ter which in the long run deter- 



leadership of the Militants In the 
past few months, the Socialist 
Party of New York State showed 
real signs of activity. The Mili- 
tants sent organizers up-state, re- 
newed branches, made speaking 
tours, sent out communications, in- 
creased their participation in 
strikes and demonstrations. They 
conducted debates wilh the Stalin- 
ists—and out-debuted them. The 
party felt some new blood in its 
veins. The Old Guard had com- 
pletely neglected the rank and file 



is 



the developing labor movement in f The opting slogans hide as often 
this country as a whole. ■ as they reveal the basic questions. 

The extent of the victory of the ! Nevertheless, tin- process and the 
.Militants exceeded most predictions, movement continue, and gradually 
even those of the Militants them- : re-shape the slogans, 
selves, it is important and neces- TwQ I)elis ; ve Fa ,. tors 



mine the organizational expressions. i<>f 'he party. And. indeed, the Old 

Guard is not greatly interested in 
the rank and tile, tt rests on in- 
stitutions like the Forward, on the 



sary (o understand what accounts 
for the result. 

Basically- -as we have on numer- 
ous occasions pointed out — the fac- 
tional strnj-sle within the Socialist 
Party reflects new processes of fer- 
ment and differentiation which have 
been talcing place within tile ad- 
vanced sections of the working class 
as a result or the Spanish, German, 
and Austrian events, the intensifi- 
cation of the war crisis, and the 
character of the post-192!) economic 
crisis. The ferment and differen- 
tiation are not, of course, confined 
to this country, but are reproduced 
ii> an analogous manner on an in- 
ternational scale. The central les- 
son drawn from the world events, 
with varying degrees of clarity, by 
increasing sections of workers with- 
in the orbit of the Second Interna- 
tional has been : traditional social- 
democratic reformism is bankrupt, 
and serves only to lead the working 
class to disaster, and to sacrifice 
the working class to tin a nee -capital 
in every crisis — to fascism as readi- 
ly as to imperialist war. 

This is, it will be observed, the 
negative half of the lesson which 
must he drawn If the full positive 
potentialities of these developments 
are to be achieved. It is necessary 
not merely to understand that so- 
cial-democratic reformism is bank- 
rupt ; but, positively, to break 
sharply from Social-democracy ; 
and this sharp break can be deci- 
sively accomplished only by embrac- 
ing and adhering firmly to the 
principles of revolutionary Marx- 
ism. Half-way measures and am- 
biguities can provide a partial and 
temporary solution, can make pos- 
sible even certain victories on the 
road ; but anything less than the 
full conclusion will in the end cut 
short the progressive development, 
will route the advancing workers 



The Xew York Primaries fight, 
itself a stage in the larger strug- 
gle, is highly instructive as an aid 
to our understanding of the process 
as a whole. If we examine the 
speciiic and immediate factors 
which acco'ut for the sweeping 



irade union bureaucracy, on fat re- 
tainers from the union 1 , for Old 
(iti.'ird lawyers, on appointments by 
j LaGuardia. Tn mtiny ways, a rank 
and tile is an inconvenience to the 
Old Guard. The membership was 
undoubtedly strongly impressed by 
this difference between the Old 
Guard and the Militant leadership. 
They responded to the Militant ap- 
peal for "an active, effective Social- 



victory of the Militants, the follow- ; 'St Party." They linked this slogan 



ing two seem to have been decisive: 

(1) Tin; old Guard openly and 
consistent!;- conducted its fight on 
t he basis of conservative social- 
democraiie reformism. Their cam- 
paign was a campaign of furious 
Redbaiting, in which the New 
Leader accused the Militants every 
week of being dyed-in-the-wool 
Communists, reds, Trot sky ists, and 
revolutionists*. But the majority 
of the dues-paying party members 
and the non-party enrolled Social- 
ist voters have already absorbed 
the negative half of the lesson of 
the past three years; they have be- 
come convinced that hardened re- 
formism is useless and worse than 
useless. Thus, this campaign of 
tiie Old Guard, though consistent 
and on (he whole ably conducted, 
lost rather than gained support, 
recommended the Militants to the 
members rather than frightened 
the members away. The case of 
the Old Guard against the Militants 
was, in the eyes of the majority of 
the membership the best case that 
could be made for the Militants. 
In this sense, it might be said that 
the New Leader was the most ef- 
fective agitational organ of the 
Militants; politically speaking, 
more effective than their own So- 
cialist Call. 

Ranks Aetirized 

(2) A different kind of factor 
played almost an equally important 
role in this Primary struggle. For 
the first time tn years, under the 



for "a democratic, inclusive party, 
and saw that together they meant 
a resolve to bring the Socialist 
Party out of the backwater in 
which it had been sleeping for a 
decade into the broader stream of 
the mass movement. Many mem- 
ers doubtless east their votes for 
the .Militants on this basis rather 
than from the more complex theo- 
retic consideration — -though the two 
are not. of course, unrelated. 

The character of the struggle of 
the Old Guard is very strikingly 
shown by the issue of the New 
Leader (dated April 11) which 
followed the Primaries. Indeed, 
this issue sums up in brief the 
whole nature of the Old Guard. 
Significantly, we find a repeated in- 
sistence that their fight is a fight 
"for principle"; and repeated refer- 
ences to themselves as "Social Dem- 
ocrats" and to their principles as 
the principles of "Social Democra- 
cy." Their fight, they make clear, 
is absolutely uncompromising and 
intransigent. 

"Voice of Social Democracy" 

"The voice of Social Democracy,'' 
they threaten, "will be heard in 
Cleveland" (at the national con- 
vention). "The Social Democrats 
in the party," they warn, "know no 
surrender. They have just begun 
to flgbt." In an editorial headed 
"Our Fight for Principles" they 
herald the approaching end of the 
present struggle— "The long strug- 
gle of the New Leader for funda- 



mental principles and policies 
drawing to a close. . . .'' 

Tiie feature article on the New 
Leader's Anniversary Banquet 
quotes from the speech of Louis 
Waidman: '"Ours was not a fight, 
as some tried to make people be- 
lieve, for the continuance in power 
ot our side of the Socialist Party 
but for tiie fundamental program 
of Social Democracy. From that 
program we shall not recede, no 
matter who is in control of the So- 
cialist Party." 

This issue of the New Leader, 
furthermore, makes entirely clear 
what the Old Guard understands 
the fundamental program uf Social 
(lenuieracy to be. No opportunity 
is overlooked to crack down on 
'■dictatorship' 1 and to uphold "de- 
mocracy": that is, to a Hack the 
revolutionary struggle of the prole- 
tariat, and to anuoume the adhe- 
sion of the Old Guard to the bour- 
geois-deinoriatk' state, whose agents 
in the working class •■',»• Ohl Guard 
prides itself on being, and aims 
to continue to lie. 

Bill Green Twisted 

Tiie biggest display of the entire 
issue is given to the speech of Wil- 
liam Green, the guest of honor at 
the Anniversary Hanqiie, — Green, 
whose long record of thorough-go- 
ing reaction and treachery in the 
trade union movement litis been cli- 
maxed durins the past jcar by his 



Gourd is also given: "Confident." 
said Waldman at the banquet, "in 
the conviction that we represent on 
the political field the same program, 
the same principles, the same loy- 
alty to labor exemplified in the 
ISritish Labour Party, we are equal- 
ly confident that with our allies of 
the labor movement the future be- 
longs to our type of socialism. ' 
Abe Cahan looked forward to "the 
rapid development of fraternal re- 
lationship between the Socialist 
and labor movements in this conn-! 
try simitar to that existing between | 
tiie I'.rirish Trades I'nion Congress! 
and the Labor Party.'' The visit 



With the capture of Dessye and 
the announcement by the Italian 
forces in Africa of plans of a three- 
day march at the end of which it 
is expected to take the capital city 
of Addis Ababa, the main immedi- 
ate objective of the Fascist inva- 
sion of Ethiopia seems to be defi- 
nitely assured. 

The occupai ion of the capital 
which now appears Inevitable will 
undoubtedly be a severe moral blow 
lo the defenders, and little more 
will be left to the courageous Ethi- 
opians save the continuance of 
sporadic guerrilla warfare to pre- 
vent the Italians from completing 
the subjugation of this last of the 
"independent" lands of Africa. 

At Geneva, meanwhile, the Italian 
representatives, haughtily exuber- 
ant with victory, have laid down 
the victor's peace terms iu accor- 
dance with the old Roman war-cry 
which is the shibboleth of all mod- 
ern imperialist pirates : "(Woe to 
the vanquished!" From the inti- 
mated terms, it is clear that the 
Italians plan simply to convert 
Ethiopia into a colony, to humili- 
ate her to the depths and to inflict 
such penalties upon her for her 
tight for Independence as will con- 
stitute the maximum guarantee 
against the future resumption of 
the the struggle against the invaders. 
The Fascists are bluntly con- 
temptuous not only of Ethiopia but 
also of the great "guarantor of 
I ence." the League of Nations, 
Mussolini s represcn'a lives, demon- 
stratively ignoring the League, in- 
sist upon negotiating exclusively 
with Ethiopian representatives, 
without even the presence of 
League rep resent at Ives, and in a 
locality ostentatiously removed 
from the League seat. Geneva. As 
a "concession," it is reported from 
Geneva, Italy may "permit a League 
observer to be present at the direct 
negotiations on the condition that 
he remained silent and took no 
part in them. That would be tanta- 
mount to the League's blessing 
them in lilaihi. 1 ' (N'.V. Times I-I7.) 
The pathetic protests of the Ethi- 
opian delegates to the League are, 
of collide, entirely imaiailing, as 
was to be expected. Since October 
- 1033. when by quasi-unanimous 
vote the League Council labelled 
Italy the "aggressor," the pacifists 
o all colors and kidney, ironi the 



ot Herbert Morrison of the British 



! Fieneh Radicals through the Sec- 



Labour Party to this country is| 
hailed and advertised. And well j 
might tiie Old Guard greet its lirit-t 
ish brothers; bus not the British I 
Labour Party si t them grandiose I 
examples iu the teehnhpie of rep- 
resenting the interests of iinance- 
eapital within the working clas 1 -.? 
Wi.s it not through file lirilish L.P. | 
that national unity was achieved in 
t lie last viar? that the General 
strike was broken? that ihc bud- 
get is balanced at the expense of 
the llritish workers? that British 
imperial policy is now being put 
across to (lie masses in the present! 
war crisis? 

Yes. the Old Guard knows where 
it stands. It stands for the tried 
and sure methods for bringing de- 
feat and disaster to the working 



firm resistance to every progressive t . [aiiS . tor the p i ic . ies tnat ;lss[ , 



development, by his bitter fight 
against the industrial unionists, by 
his dictatorial brutality in connec- 
tion with the automobile workers, 
the rubber workers, tiie teachers, 
and the radio workers, by Ids piti- 
ful cringing before the government 
on every possible occasion. Vla- 
deek, at the banquet, paid fulsome 
"tribute to Mr. Green for his con- 
structive leadership of the Ameri- 
can labor movement and for his 
conduct as the champion of the op- 
pressed." 

The oiher featured trade-union- 
ist among the speakers at the ban- 
quet was Matthew Woll, partner of 
Ralph Easley for years in the Na- 
tional Civic Federation. Hearst's 
chief red -baiting rival. Another 
leading article, r/rondly displayed 
in a box on the front page, is by 
Abraham Lefkowitz, co- leader of 
the Teachers' Guild, splitter of the 
Teachers' Union, and active dualist 
to the A. F. of L. The Old Guard, 
of course, is a great denunciator of 
"dual unionism" — except, naturally, 
when more "basic" issues are in- 
volved. 

The strategic aim of the Old 



bled the workers for imperialism 
in 1914; the policies that defeated 
the revolution In Germany; tile pol- 
icies that greased Hie ways for Hit- 
ler, that shed the despairing blood 
ot the workers in Austria and 
Spain. These policies it Inscribes 
on its banner, and displays proud- 
ly and openly to the world. 
Safety-Valve Labor Party 
Nor is it to be imagined that 
these policies are defeated by the 
victory of the Militants in the Pri- 
maries, or by their probahle victory 
at the national convention. The 
Old Guard looks ahead. It realizes 
that a broad rank and file is not 
vital to its plans. It sees the "mod- 
el of the British Labour Party". 
And it aims, together with the 
trade union bureaucrats, to head 
off the development of the revolu- 
tionary party in this country, dur- 
ing the years after 1036, by harnes- 
sing the Ie;tward movement of the 
workers into a reformist Labor 
Party controlled by it and the bur- 
eaucrats, together no doubt with 
various of the "progressives*' and 
liberals. And it is confident that 
(Continued on Page 4} 



ond International to the Third In- 
ternational have been singing the 
nrai.ses of the League of .Nations 
a" an instrument of peace and the 
protector of small nations whose 
Htilcpendomc was in jopardy. From 
I'oth Pt!'ii*scls and Moscow came 
blasts of drug i'uiaes calculated to 
I at, the indi p.'mlent workin ; (lass 
movement to sleep with the con- 
solidation that -the League, by vir- 
tue of sanctions, would take care 
of everything. 

Tiie League bandits, however, 
v. ere preoccupied with all the con- 
siderations in the world save that 
oi the independence of Kthiopia. 
While Mussolini's modern and in- 
linitely superior war machine has 
inexorably crushed the woeiully 
intidequately equipped Ethiopian 
fortes, the rival imperialist powers 
in the League jockeyed about to 
improve their own respective world 
l'o -itions. 

indeed, without the active sup- 
port of the independent interna- 
tional working class, the isolated 
struggle of the Ethiopians was 
doomed in advance. To expect 
tribesmen by themselves to triumph 
over a modern, industrially -backed 
imperialist army, is preposterous. 
I tut it is precisely the working 
class movement which failed of its 
obligations. More exactly, the Sec- 
ond and Third Internationals, witb 
all their braggart manifestoes and 
bluster and bluff, once more dis- 
closed their titter bankruptcy. 

They collapsed in Germany, in 
Austria, iu the Saar, In Spain. And 
now, in face of one.o the most 
shameless imperialist aggressions 
in our time, impudently conceived 
and insolently executed, the two 
old Internationals have once more 
failed.. The tragedy of the whole 
I talo- Ethiopian struggle lies in the 
fact that in point of simple fact 
the working class movement did not 
react to strike even those simple 
blows at the Italian Fascists which 
they were In a position to deal. 
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MALCOLM COWLEY : Portrait of a Stalinist Intellectual 

Ihe Saga of the Literary Cop Who Patrols the l\ew Republic B eat for Stalin 



By FELIX MORROW 

An analysis is long overdue of 
the type of. mind which the Com- 
munist Party has drawn to Itself 
from the middle class intelligentsia. 
The latest and most shocking ex- 
ample of the product of this mind 
is the attack on Leon Trotsky, in 
the April 8 issue of the New Re- 
I ub'ic, by its literary editor, Mal- 
colm Cowley. 

Mr. Cowley has for some years 
been covertly stacking the cards 
against "Trotskyism" in his col- 
umns. Now, at last, he has openly 
p'ayed his hand. In what pretends 
to be a review of Leon Trof.iky's 
"My I/iie" — six years after its pub- 
lication ! — Cowley delivers himself 
of a personal diatribe ; nothing 
more venomous In tone, false in 
fact, and confused in thought, has 
been published against "Trotsky- 
ism" outside the official Communist 
Party press. 

The significance of his "review" 
does not lie in the actual influence 
Mr. Cowley exerts among intel- 
lectuals. Cowley interests us, ra- 
ther, as an illustration of the type 
of mind which has espoused Stal- 
inism. He himself is undoubtedly 
unconscious of what he represents; 
ior, as we shall see the character 
i)f his talents and the specific set 
■of his emotions, as well as the qual- 
ity of his mind, render him consti- 
tutionally incapable of understand- 
ing (he implications of the polit- 
ical phrases he uses and the posi- 
tion in which they place him. 

The Lost Generation 



their European stay. Europe ha"l 
been for them a Roman Holiday; 
in America they made a habitual 
routine out of their petty vic«. By 
1938 they had pretty well exhaus- 
ted their febrile ingenuity aDd 
were threshing about for new liter- 
ary mannerisms. 

The New Urge 



Mr. Cowley hus called himself a 
member of the "lost generation" 
(the phrase is Gertrude Stein's). 
The lost generation consisted of 
that specific group of post-war in- 
tellectuals who were unable to in- 
tegrate themselves in relation to 
their social environment. They 
could read no pattern into the war 
and its aftermath of imperialism, 
revolution and counter-revolution ; 
and they sought to escape from 
what they could not understand. 
It is even too flattering to imply 
that they sought to understand and 
could not; their course was rather 
a purely emotional refusal to come 
to grips with the life around them. 

They regarded politics as a mys- 
tery or » bore. The American 
scene was something to run away 
from, if you had the money. They 
sat around, these literary people — 
the word "intellectual'' implies a 
training and disciyline which they 
did not have — in the European cap- 
itals, and the great post-war mass 
movements swept by their cafe 
tables and the Cowieys had not the 
faintest inkling of what it all 
meant. They looked upon indivi- 
duals who concerned themselves 
with social problems or actively 
participated in the class struggle as 
a species of cultural barbarian. 
Those were the heroic days of the 
Communist International : the al- 
ternative destinies of Europe were 
poised on the edge of a knife; all 
who had eyes could see that the 
future of humanity, of culture, was 
with the masses. But to the Cow- 
leys "the masses" were an object 
of distaste. 

The Bohemian Life 



The depression came close on 
the heels of this search for new 
styles to conquer, and further ac- 
centuated the bankruptcy of their 
old literary schools. The antics of 
the "lost generation" ceased to be 
amusing even to themselves and 
their friends. The grim realities 
of hunger, unemployment and per- 
vasive economic insecurity crowded 
out of attenti6n the petty feuds and 
monkeyshines of speakeasy bohe- 
inians, Parisian expatriates and 
"art for artsakers." Generous ad- 
vances from publishers, good fees 
from magazines and lecture bu- 
reaus came to an end for many of 
them; not a few faced actual eco- 
nomic need. In the post-war years, 
they had caroused, unseeing and 
uncomprehending, among starving 
multitudes in the European capi- 
tals. Now, however, hunger and 
insecurity were striking themselves 
or their friends. Their psycholo- 
gical compulsion to find refuge and 
emotional security in a world which 
had 'collapsed around their ears 
was intensified a hundred-fold. But 
their new orientation, like the old, 
was hectic and unreflective, and 
equally exhibitlonistic. 

II became fashionable to "take 
positions" — avowals won not by 
study or reflection, but suggested by 
the dramatic possibilities of the sit- 
uation and by what literary friend 
or foe was doing. Some became 
Catholic. Some became Babbitarlan 
Humanists or Southern Agrarians. 
Some became "Communists." Some 
became Communist because others 
had become Humanist, and vice- 
versa. 

Gorham B. Munson, whose career 
so closely parallels Cowley's, and 
with whom Cowley and his friends 
so frequently found themselves in 
critical and even in physical com- 
bat, is a case in point. After pass- 
ing through ail the coteries of lit- 
erary Bohemia, the depression 
brought him to Irving Babbitt's re- 
actionary Humanism and, finally, 
to the Social Credit Utopia o! Ma- 
jor Douglas. 



ness by those who were the official 
guardians of salvation by faith in 
Stalin and his works. Nor was it 
only fear; there was also affinity. 
These "intellectuals" knew what it 
was to assume an attitude and to 
refuse to defend it except by ex- 
communication, excoriation and 
blows; they had conducted their 
literary struggies on that level. 
The irrationalism and bombast of 
Stalinism struck a responsive chord 
in the Cowieys, and they nestled 
comfortably and uncomprehending- 
ly in the bosom of the Stalinist 
Church. They did not understand 
"the theory of social-fascism," but 
defended it. They did not under- 
stand what the "united front from 
below" meant, but they were sure 
that It was a tine thing. They did 
not understand the implications of 
"socialism in one country," but 
what was good enough for the 
Daily Worker was good enough for 
them. If this seems exaggerated, 
one has only to turn to one of Mr. 
Cowley's literary efforts as proof. 



Cowley Spills the 
Beans 



Malcolm Comes to,.. 
Stalin 



The "civilized" life for these 
"intellectuals" consisted in the or- 
ganization of esoteric literary cults 
with a ritual of gin, fornication and 
dandified rowdyism, which permit- 
led the freest personal "expression" 
to everyone. Every fad had its own 
coterie and its own catchwords of 
the moment. After a brief period 
of sterile excitement these coteries 
would dissolve in a quest for new 
and more striking literary manner- 
isms. Everything was at a premium 
— except ideas. 

The one member of the "lost gen- 
eration" who really possessed cre- 
ative talent of a high order, Ernest 
Hemingway, was the minnesinger, 
the immortalizer of the group. "The 
Sun Also Rises'' was an unforget- 
table portrayal of their feverish 
bohemianism, their complete lack 
of sdeial or personal responsibility, 
their utler disintegration and hope- 
lessness. In "A Farewell to Arms," 
Hemingway explicitly stated, 
through the mouth of his chief 
character, the lost generation's dis- 
trust of abstract ideas and con- 
tempt for thought. Hemingway 
himself made great literature out 
of the chaos about him. Creative 
writers and artists are never lost. 
They are sustained by their work. 
But the group of which Cowley is 
representative substituted dramatic 
symbols, through conspicuous forms 
of public exhibitionism, to get the 
assurance that they, too, counted 
in the world. They possessed no 
creative talent; and their headless 
gyrations helped them to avoid the 
realization of this sad truth, about 
themselves. 

When the European currencies 
were finally stabilized and these lit- 
erary Valntaschweine (as the Ger- 
mans bitterly named those who 
fattened on the unfavorable rate 
of exchange) regretfully returned 
to America, they transplanted their 
cliques and brawls and gin-parties. 
Their American period was perhapt 
even uglier and tawdrier than 



Cowley was among those who 
proceeded to avow Communism. 
They did not know what it was but 
they had a notion that on the po- 
litical scene it corresponded to 
what surrealisme represented on 
the literary scene. It was extreme. 
It broke with everything. It sim- 
plified things and made possible 
dramatic gestures which cost very 
little. It Had a liturgy whose rhet- 
oric left something to be desired, 
but which did have some fine, 
strong words* like "class struggle", 
"proletariat", and "revolution." it 
was at least as authoritarian as the 
Humanism and Catholicism of 
their lit ere ry foes, thus providing 
them with the emotional refuge 
they sought. Yet it was much more 
exciting. A close friend of Cowley, 
Keiiiifsh Utirke, has explicitly for- 
mulated litis rhetorical and relig- 
ions approach to Communism iu 
many recent articles. 

The Cowieys were genuinely sur- 
prised when the Communist Party, 
with tittle following among work- 
ers and at that time none among 
the stylized intellectuals, greeted 
them with enthusiasm, and instead 
of giving them a political education 
and leaching them a little menial 
discipline, used them as window- 
dressing for phony united fronts. 
Communism came to the Cowieys 
Willi the suddenness of ' religious 
conversion; and like ail new con- 
verts to a gospel, their zealotry 
was in inverse proportion to their 
knowledge. This was amusingly 
evident in their reactions to Love- 
stoneltes, Socialists, and those who 
were defending Trotsky against the 
malicious slanders of the Stalin- 
ists. The Cowieys did not know 
what it was ail about, but they 
were irritated whenever serious dif- 
ferences arose. If only, they groaned 
Himigly, these eternal quibbles 
would let up! They read little of 
Marxist literature and understood 
less. Some leaders of the Commu- 
nist Party had at the outset enter- 
tained the fear that these intellec- 
tuals would try to function as in- 
tellectuals, i.e., think. They were 
soon reassured ; it became clear that 
their whole past had failed to pre- 
pare the Cowieys for such a func- 
tion : only the most rigorous re- 
training could have transformed 
even the best of them ; but the 
Communist Party would not 'and 
could not give them such a train- 
ing. 



At the time of Hitler's coming to 
power, the Stalinists were private- 
ly saying that there had been no 
chance of a German revolution, 
that if there were a slight chance 
it was not worth taking because it 
would disturb the status quo and 
lead to a European war which 
would interfere with the Five year 
Plan. Publicly, of course, the Stal- 
inists were shout ini: that the revo- 
lution was on the order of the day, 
that Hitler would not last the next 
month, that already the masses 
were girding to smash him, etc.. 
etc. The real line was for private 
distribution only. Cowley showed 
.how little he understood by blun- 
deringly giving away the real line 
(New Republic, April 12, 193S) : 

"Trotsky's alternative policy, 
with its continual threat of war 
[ijeu, shattering o! states quo] 
would be justified only in case 
there was an imminent chance of 
proletarian revolution somewhere 
in the West. Can it be reason- 
ably expected?" 

No, said Cowley. And in the 
same piece he gave one of the bald- 
est ( because unconscious ) sta te- 
ments of the Stalinist "theory" of 
revolution. The American prole- 
tariat is weak, said Cowley. "But 
the chief obstacle to a revolution 
in this country is not the weakness 
of the proletariat; it is rather the 
strength of the middle class." How, 
then, win the middle class? The 
classic Marxist answer is that a 
powerfully organized and deter- 
mined proletariat will draw to it- 
self all those elements of the mid- 
dle classes which have similar eco- 
nomic interests with the proletariat 
and which functionally and cultur- 
ally stand to gain under socialism. 
The struggle to win the middle 
classes begins with the organization 
of ihe proletariat. Not so for Stal- 
inism and Cowley: "the only thing 
that can turn us aside from that 
steep path into the sea (Fascism) 
is the influence on the middle class- 
es of the Russian experiment, the 
success of 'socialism in one coun- 
try.'" "The only thing!" Never 
was Stalinism stated more baldly 
—or indeed, stupidly ; for to put 
it in such terms gives the whole 
show away. 



tics as a literary critic The qual- 
ities he has displayed in fulfilling 
his post as literary editor mark a 
violent break with .the previous lit- 
erary tradition of the New Repub- 
iic. Compare him with his prede- 
cessors. Francis Haekett was note- 
worthy because of his disciplined 
imagination and genial warmth, 
Philip Littell had a certain dry 
acerbity and intellectual incisive- 
ness which one could enjoy without 
accepting his judgments, Edmund 
Wilson was always distinguished 
for the lucidity end sympathetic 
plausibility with which he rendered 
the visions of tie great artiste of 
our day. 

Malcolm Cowley, however, is 
completely incapable of handling 
ideas. He cannot analyze them, 
cannot play with them, cannot 
place them in a significant context 
Consequently, he is compelled to 
confront ideas with attitudes usu- 
ally irrelevant to the subject mat- 
ter of his criticism, and asserted 
with rhetorical force rather than 
with precision. This gives to all 
of his criticism the characteristic 
quality of bluster. For bluster al- 
ways results, when an attitude- 
even a valid one — is defended with- 
out insight, without qualification, 
and without imagination. One can 
almost predict in advance what 
Cowley will say and how he will 
say it. For his attitudes are for- 
mulated for him by political agen- 
cies, even for works of literature, 
and within the limits of his under- 
standing he applies them to every 
work upon which he feels called 
upon to pass judgment. These at- 
titudes Cowley eaHs Marxian. Since 
they are reached not by thought 
but by his sense for the dramatical- 
ly appropriate, he invests them 
With the patter and jargon of Marx- 
ism without any conception of the 
real meaning of Marxian principles. 



Love at First Sight 

Moreover, to their ignorance and 
unwillingness to learn, was added 
the fact that Cowley and people 
Uke him feared nothing more than 
being thrust into the outer dark- 



Criticism a Crime 

If painting Russia as a paradise 
is the way to stop Fascism and 
make the revolution, any criticism 
of the Stalinist bureaucracy be- 
comes a crime. The distinction be- 
tween hostile bourgeois criticism 
and revolutionary Marxist criticism 
of Stalinism is a distinction which 
the Cowieys are incapable of mak- 
ing. Any statement of doubt or 
criticism, they greet with bitter 
resentment. Unable to defend what 
they believe, they turn upon dis- 
senting views with fierce impa- 
tience. They have lived too long, 
without serious thought about so- 
cial and political problems; tbey 
want only the luxurious emotional 
security they have won by their 
new allegiance; the labor of think- 
ing is too high a price to pay for 
the truth. 

Note what happened when the 
line of the Communist Party 
clmnged and all the earlier dogmas 
except the infallibility of Stalin 
were thrown into the discard. With- 
out s opplng so much as to draw a 
breath, or change their tone, or 
give any reasons, the Cowieys con- 
tinued their chorus of amens to the 
pronouncements of Browder and 
Hathaway. Instead of the "dicta- 
torship of the proletariat," the cry 
now became "the People's Front" 
—all the people, including Repub- 
licans and Democrats, not to speak 
o,' yesterday's Social-Fascists. The 
somersault was not unlike those of 
their literary past, when the slo- 
gans of "objectivism" followed the 
slogans of "expressionism" without 
very much concern for meaning or 
consistency. 

It is only In relation to the fore- 
going background that Cowley's 
type and its significance can be un- 
derstood. This background has ac- 
centuated his personal characterts- 



Cowley as a Thinker 

In other words, Cowley has made 
a theory of criticism out of his in- 
capacity to think. Or if he thinks, 
he thinks (so to speak) with his 
guts. Like most viscerally-micded 
people, he is baffled by ideas and 
arguments. Unable to respond on 
the same level, his responses be- 
came blocked and he is over- 
whelmed with a sense of frustra- 
tion which can only be lilted by 
some violent release of energy. In 
his Left Bank literary days, he 
could break this frustration by a 
blow or a fight or, as he has con- 
fess(*i, by threatening to beat the 
head off a hostile critic like Ernest 
Boyd. But in print, the violent re- 
lease of energy by which he breaks 
the impotence produced by argu- 
ment is accomplished through 
abuse or denunciation or their 
equivalent in innuendo. Most often 
this means that when Cowley must 
review a book of ideas, he will 
write about its author. If he can 
deliver some thwacking slaps at 
the author, or the author's grand- 
father., he feels he has delivered 
himself of his critical obligations. 
Lately, he talks about the author's 
class, without even attempting to 
establish an organic connection be- 
tween the ideas and the class. 

A case in point that comes to 
mind is Cowley's review of a book 
on Paroto. Paroto is meat for a 
Marxist. It is an easy task for 
any competent Marxist to evaluate 
Parcto's ideas and show that they 
cannot adequately account for the 
structure and development of any 
social institution. But ail that 
Cowley could grasp about I'areto 
is that a Marxist cannot accept his 
doctrines. And he promptly pro- 
ceeds to "annihilate" Pareto by 
some choice epithets about Pareto's 
pretensions and difficult terminolo- 
gy. No argument, no development of 
the Marxist position— to understand 
which the poor fellow painfully 
scans every copy of the Daily 
Worker and the New Masses—and 
not even the faculty of stating in- 
telligibly the position with which 
he disagrees. 



is that Marx and not any of his 
contemporaries is the intellectual 
leader of the working class. Cow- 
ley probably does not know why. 
He cannot run the risk of attempt- 
ing to say why, for fear of pulling 
a howler. .What, then, does he do? 
He graciously praises Marx ; praises 
him for having written poetry when 
he was a very young man, and for 
having read Aeschylus (and in 
Greek!); praises him for being a 
great lover, a Romantic rebel, a 
persecuted soul ; praises Frau Marx, 
too, for being a devoted wife. 
Threshing about for some way to 
connect Marx with what he (Cow- 
ley) knows, Cowley hits upon the 
notion of pronouncing- Marx to be 
"the spiritual contemporary of 
Baudelaire and Flaubert." In his 
blundering way, Cowley has picked 
out two men who represent in dif- 
ferent ways the precise antithesis 
to Marx. The revolution of 1S48, 
which brought Marx to revolution- 
ary maturity, left Baudelaire an 
embittered reactionary. Flaubert 
cultivated a philosophy of personal 
isolation and the cult of literature 
for its own sake; he became one of 
the gods of the Left Bank pantheon 
of Cowley's post-war years. An- 
other analogy of Cowley's is worth 
noting because of its perfect inepti- 
tude. After the defeat of the revo- 
lution of 1S48, he likens Marx to 
Lucifer proclaiming to his folowers, 
'•All is not lost; the unconquerable 
Will," etc. At that moment, in ac- 
tual fact, Marx was belaboring 
those emigres who were exalting 
the .Will and thus confounding their 
desires with the state of actual af- 
fairs. One could go on like this 
from sentence to sentence; for Cow- 
ey cannot write a line even about 
the personal details of Marx's life 
which does not cry for correction. 
Not a word has he to say, how- 
ever, about Marx's ideas. Marx's 
metaphors? Yes. But the sense of 
the metaphors? Cowley finds no 
room for that, in the longest review 
of the season. Reading Cowley's 
review, Jn fact, one would get the 
Impression that "The Life of Marx" 
was a series of dramatic actions by 
a romantic man of letters. That 
Marx was a revolutionist is men- 
tioned only once, and then with a 
sneer, as If that was the least sig- 
nificant aspect of his thought and 
life. " 'He was above all a revo- 
lutionary' as ten thousand people 
have quoted from Engels' address 
at the grave. 1 ' One is a revolu- 
tionary for Cowley, presumably, by 
temperament — something like being 
a jioet. Ideas have nothing to do 
with it. 

With an eye on those "Trotsky- 
ites" who are always giving him 
a pain in the neek by answering 
the slanders of the Stalinist press, 
Cowley tries to make Marx out as 
a man too proud to answer those 
who denounced him. "Marx did 
not answer these personal slan- 
ders.'' says Cowley smugly and 
wrongly. It would be truer to say 
that Marx never failed to answer 
any one who attacked him. even 
those who, like Vogt, Huge and 
Bakunin, specialized In slander. 
Practically everything Marx wrote 
was an answer to somebody. 



his metier. He can confront them 
only with attitude and attitudiniz- 
ing. 

Moreover, Cowley's political mas- 
ters fsrbid the use of analysis as 
a method in dealing with Trotsky, 
and "Trotskyism." The true believ- 
ers do not argue with Trotsky and 
those who stand with him. They 
shower abuse and denunciation of 
the vilest kind on "Trotskyites" ; 
in the Soviet Union they shoot 
them, torture them, and Imprison 
them; in other countries, not least 
in America, they attacked our 
meetings with clubs and brass- 
knuckles— all in the name of the 
revolution, of course. Even if he 
were capable Of carrying on an 
ideological controversy with Trot- 
sky, therefore, Cowley's mentors 
would forbid it. 



Towards an "Under- 
standing" of Marx 

But it is when Cowley reviews 
books on Marxism that he reveals 
himself most, as in his piece on 
the English translation of Franz 
Mehring's biography of Karl Marx. 
To read Mehring's book for the 
first time is a profound intellectual 
experience for any intelligent rad- 
ical; the book is one of the most 
attractive introductions to the in- 
tellectual life of Marx and his 
epoch. It is notable for the way 
in which it weaves a skilliuj pat- 
tern out of Marx's ideas and activi- 
ties. Mehring presents Marx's 
ideas in their time and context, 
evaluates them, does not hesitate 
to take issue (not always happily) 
where he thinks Marx was wrong. 
The least one could expect of a 
critic of this book— not to speak of 
a Marxist critic — is to describe 
these extraordinary qualities of the 
work, to make a concise statement 
of Marx's contribution to the 
thought of mankind and to attempt 
to summarize — no matter how brief- 
ly—the significance of Marx's ideas. 
Cowley's ideo-phobia prevents 
him from even suggesting why it 



Discovering Trotsky 

His review of Mehring's Marx, 
according to Cowley, brought a 
/iuery from a reader who wanted 
tii know why, if Marx was great 
because of the things recounted 
about him by Cowley, Trotsky was 
not entitled to the same kind of 
homage. This, says Cowley, led 
him to read Trotsky's "My Life" 
and to "review" it in the New Re- 
public of April 8. 

It is significant of Cowley's men- 
tality — and of his purpose — that he 
does not refer to the voluminous 
political writings of Trotsky which 
have appeared in the six years 
since "My Life" was published. 

The malicious dishonesty of his 
piece on Trotsky does not obscure 
Cowley's specious pretense of ob- 
jectivity. He says he found his 
leader's letter "perturbing" and 
therefore "set myself the task of 
reading and reporting on Trotsky's 
•My Life.' " Thus, he seeks to 
.evoke the atmosphere of an unpre- 
judiced judge, who is sifting the 
evidence In order to come to a fair 
decision. This piece of chicanery 
on Cowley's part is not fortuitous; 
it is a necessary part of the job 
he wants to do on Trotsky. 

An honest controversialist would 
have no need of such devices. A 
trained Marxist is fair enough to 
his opponent to state the latter's 
position accurately and to use 
against him accurate and relevant 
material; but he disdains to simu- 
late a neutrality he does not feel. 
This method of polemic has brought 
rich results in clarification of 
thought and enunciation of posi- 
tions; it is the method of Marx 
and of Lenin, and all their work 
is written from this standpoint. 

But this method is a closed book 
to Cowley. Its primary requisite 
is the mastery of ideas and the abil- 
ity to weave them together, counter- 
pose them, fuse them, apply them 
to facte and modify them when 
facts so dictate. In the light of our 
analysis of Cowley and his type, it 



Everything Goes 

Cowley cannot, however, adopt 
his masters' methods against Trot- 
sky, in the pages of the New Re- 
public. First, because the liberal- 
istie tradition still formally re- 
tains the doctrine that discussion 
of differences should be conducted 
on a rational basis. Second, be- 
cause to attempt in liberal circles 
to assert that Trotsky is a counter- 
revolutionary would only provoke 
howls of laughter. The liberal 
(who Is also a bourgeois) has a 
pretty clear picture of what the 
"class lines are. He knows that 
Trotsky is a revolutionist and 
blood and bone of the proletariat. 
It Is for this reason, indeed, that 
so many liberals feel more friendly 
to Stalin than to Trotsky; Stalin, 
apostle of the international status 
quo, is closer to them politically. 
Cowley can scarcely attempt to 
peddle the usual Stalinist balder- 
dash about Trotsky; for a bour- 
geois-liberal audience, he requires 
a different kind of clap-trap. 

The usual Stalinist methods are 
certainly not too low for Cowley. 
He uses them himself, he solidari- 
zes himself with them, outside the 
pages of the New Republic, The 
murder and imprisonment of Bol- 
shevik-Leninists in the Soviet Un- 
ioh does not stir him from his com- 
placency. He has never been known 
to object to thuggery used against 
"Trotskyites" in America. After 
the ill-famed Madison Square Gar- 
den affair, when John Dos Passes 
and other writers addressed a let- 
ter to the Communist Party pro- 
testing against the physical on- 
slaught on the Socialist meeting, 
Cowley refused to sign the letter 
or to make any protest. As a mem- 
ber of the editorial board of the 
Book Union, Cowley countenanced 
the publication of Barbnsse's "Stal- 
in," a combination of fantastic adul- 
ation of Stalin and character-assas- 
sination of Trotsky that is so re- 
pulsive, that even the more sophis- 
ticated Stalinists are embarrassed 
by it. Only a few weeks ago, be- 
fore the collapse of the Stalinist 
slander that Trotsky was writing 
for Hearst. Cowley was hawking 
this slander around in literary cir- 
cles. This is the measure of Cow- 
ley. The only reason he does not 
write as he talks, is that he can't 
get away with it in the New Repub- 
lic, and that his usefulness to the 
Stalinists at this stage lies in "add- 
ing" his "outside" voice to theirs. 
In a pinch, Cowley will even deny 
that he is a Communist— meaning 
that he does not carry a member- 
ship card. He is more useful with- 
out one. 



tlons of revolutionary theory. If 
what Cowley says about Trotsky 
were true, then we would have to 
radically revise our conceptions ot 
the revolutionary process. 

Revolutionists hold a "Very real- 
istic view of the nature of revolu- 
tionary leadership. We view demo- 
cratic control as compatible with 
the fullest authority in the hands 
of chosen leaders, and revolution- 
ary advance as only possible when 
the leaders actually lead the rank 
and file. It is our contention that 
so long as democratic control re- 
mains alive in the revolutionary 
party, that party will tend to put 
its best leadership forward. The 
revolutionary struggle demands the 
best leadership available. Under 
capitalist democracy and fascism, 
puppets may rule — the leading 
strings are pulled from behind. But 
the revolutionary struggle, a strug- 
gle conducted by the vanguard of 
the proletariat, can be waged suc- 
cessfully only under outstanding 
leadership. 



Character Assass- 
ination 

Cowley comes onstage, therefore, 
with his neutral make-up, on. and 
regretfully reports that Trotsky's 
autobiography is a "disappointing 
book." Why? There then follows 
an essay portraying a vain pea- 
cock, indeed a megalomaniac, a 
poseur and ham actor — -whose name 
is Trotsky. This approach is cal- 
culated to reach an audience of 
liberals, wl^ have not the informa- 
tion or Marxist standpoint with 
which to detect Cowley's nimble 
linger -work. 

The attack on a man's character 
is one which, if plausible, makes a 
deep Impression on liberals. The 
reason for this is simple enough. 
In bourgeois politics, the political 
differences between opposing groups 
are generally insignificant; and the 
liberal, is sophisticated enough to 
realize this fact. His choice in pol- 
itics narrows down, therefore, to 
"choosing the best men." And 
since he will not draw the neces- 
sary consequences, the liberal con- 
tinues to look for men of charac- 
ter even after it has become abun- 
dantly evident that his yesterday's 
choice may. be a fine man but must 
carry out his class role. These 
considerations make the question of 
personality profoundly Important 
to the liberal. That Is why Amer- 
ican capitalist politics is so large- 
ly a campaign of character assas- 
sination. And that is why Cowley 
chose this device with which to 
attack Trotsky. 

But to Marxists. Cowley.'s "por- 
trait" of Trotsky is not only a 
slander against Trotsky himself 



is -clear that this method is alien j but, much more important, it is a 
to him. Dealing with ideas is not] slander against the very founda- 



A Titanic Task 

The demands made upon revolu- 
tionary leaders in the hour of the 
conquest for power are truly awe- 
inspiring. To be able to estimate 
the epoch, the year, the day, al- 
most the hour at which to strike; 
to drive through the party an ac- 
ceptance of that estimate ; to weak- 
en the opposing forces by every 
possible method before coming to 
a test of armed strength; to rally 
the myriad masses for that test, 
which lasts not one day or one bat- 
tle but years of civil war and in- 
tervention; to lay the foundations 
of the workers' state even before 
the enemy is entirely vanquished ; 
in the midst of civil war to call 
together the vanguard of the world 
proletariat and organize the as- 
sault on all the citadels of capital- 
ism throughout the world — such 
were the tasks of the Bolshevik 
leadership from 1917 to 192$. These 
tasks could have used supermen; 
fortunately there were geniuses to 
do them, men who were intellectual 
giants and lion-hearted, men self- 
less enough so that they could be 
transformed into the embodiment 
of the historical process. Who was 
Trotsky? In those heroic six years 
"Lenin-Trotsky" was the synonym 
of the revolutionary movement. 
According to Cowley the man en- 
trusted with these gigantic respon- 
sibilities, second only to Lenin's, 
was a peacock and a mountebank. 
Is this not the ugliest libel on the 
revolutionary movement? 

An Ugly Libel 

"With some people, it is more im- 
portant to watch their fingers than 
listen to their arguments," Trotsky 
once said. Cowley Is an examplj 
in point. His "portrait" of Trot- 
sky is built up uy downright mis- 
representation of what Trotsky 
says. We can take space only for 
a few choice examples. 

"In effect, this hook is unjust 
to Trotsky and makes him seem 
smaller than life. In effect, it 
reduces his tragedy to the dimen- 
sions of a personal quarrel. This 
is partly the result of a story 
that he brings forward to explain 
his fall from power. It seems 
that when he was a second-year 
student in an Odessa high school, 
the boys 'gave a concert' to an 
unpopular teacher. A dozen of 
them were caught and punished, 
but Trotsky, the bright student, 
was not suspected. A particularly 
stupid and disagreeable boy 
named Danilov was so jealous of 
his intellectual prestige and so 
angry at his going scot-free that 
he accused him of being respon- 
sible for the whole affair — and 
the bright student was expelled, 
even though several friends came 
to his defense. 'Such.' Trotsky 
says, 'was the first political test 
I underwent.' He believes that 
tlie pattern established in Odessa 
was repeated all through his life, 
and that Stalin, whom he calls 
'the outstanding mediocrity in the 
Part),' played the same ignoble 
role as Danilov. Other Bolsheviks 
helped Stalin because they were 
pecoming self-satisfied Philistines 
and were made uncomfortable by 
Trotsky's revolutionary virtue. 
. . . But most people accept a dif- 
ferent explanation of his fall, and 
one that makes him seem more 
important. Trotsky originated 
and refused to abandon the idea 
of the permanent revolution, . . ." 
(My emphasis.) 

The interested reader will not 
realize the enormity of Cowley's 
dishonesty in the above paragraph 
unless he compares the phrases 
emphasized with those portions of 
Trotsky's book which they purport 
to deal with. Trotsky's book, though 
couched in the form of an autobio- 
graphy, gives a great deal of space 
to the struggle between Leninism 
and the post- revolutionary reaction 
and -its expression in the theory 
of "socialism in one country." So 
much so, indeed, that Trotsky finds 
it necessary to explain this in die 
Foreword: 

"I have dealt In especial detail 
with the second period of the So- 
viet revolution, the beginning ot 
(Continued on Page 3) 
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trials of wreckers were prepared 
and organized. One of the men who 
"confessed" spoke to me as follows: 
"They kept me In solitary confine- 
ment for five months, without news- 
papers, without tobacco, without 
my being allowed to receive pack- 
ages (of food and clothing) or to 
see my family. I was starved and 
tortured by loneliness. They kept 
demanding that I confess myself 
guilty of acts of wrecking that 
never took place ; I refused to as- 
sume responsibility for crimes I 
never committed— I was afraid of 
the consequences of sueh grave 
self -accusations, but the prosecu- 
tor kept assuring me that if I was 
really for (he Soviet power, as I 
said I was, then I must prove it 
by deeds: the Soviet power was in 
need of my confessions, and there- 
fore I must give them. I need not 
be afraid of the consequences be- 
cause the Soviet power would take 
my unreserved confessions into ac- 
count, and give me an opportunity 
to work (he was an engineer), and 
enable me to expiate my sins 
through work. I would immedi- 
ately be permitted to receive visits 
from my family , obtain newspapers 
and packages, and go out for walks. 
But if I persisted in remaining 
stubborn and kept mum, I would 
be treated ruthlessly and not only 
find myself subjected to repres- 
sions but my wife and children 
would be persecuted as well. . . . 
For months I refused to capitulate, 
but then things became so hard, I 
was so lonely that it seemed to me 
that the future could hold nothing 
worse in store. In any ease, I be- 
came indifferent to everything. 
Then I proceeded to sign everything 
Che prosecutor demanded,'' 

.The consequences? He was im- 
mediately permitted to receive 
newspapers, vista, books, packages, 
and was transferred to a common 
cell. The G.P.U. kept its promise. 
His lot was improved by his false 
self -accusations (and his accusa- 
tions of others, although he made 
no mention of them directly to 
me). But why does the G.P.U. in- 
sist upon forcing such false testi- 
mony? Obviously in order to shift 
the responsibility for the difficulties 
and failures in the fulfillment of 
the Five Year Pan from the Gov- 
ernment onto the shoulders of the 
engineers — that is the answer. In 
this jail I later ran across many 
similar cases. 

In the Leningrad prison I was 
also treated to the spectacle of 
people compelled to spend the en- 
tire day standing in the corridor 
before the doors of the prosecutor's 
oil ice — without food or sleep — or, 
subjected to 16-24 hours' grilling in 
order to force from them "confes- 
sions" wanted by the G.P.U. 

There is no sense in deluding 
oneself that these inquisitorial tor- 
tures are, if you please, applied 
only to the representatives of the 
former ruling classes, or to the 
bourgeois intelligentsia, and the 
middle (-lasses. No. They are ap- 
plied to workers. I saw a sailor 
who, on being led out from the 
cell, was several times told that he 
was going to face the firing squad. 
He was led out into the yard, and 
then brought back to the cell. 

"After ail, you are a worker. We 
don't want to shoot you down like 
a White Guard. As a worker you 
should make a clean breast of 
it. . . ." 

Tile sailor persisted in refusing 
to confess. But as a result of these 
torture* be went haif-mad. Then 
he wit.-- left in peace. They insisted 
that he confess his fictitious par- 
ticipation in a fictitious plot against 
Stalin. This happened not after 
the Kirov affair in 1934, but long 
befiu-f. in the year 15)30. 

Persecution of Chinese 

Ail that I witnessed in the Len- 
ingrad prison came as a frightful 
blow to me. Until then I had the 
highest regard for the G.P.U. This 
was another one of the phases 
which demonstrated to me that the 
degeneration of the once revolu- 
tionary power had gone much fur 
ther than I had presumed. I im- 
mediately protested to the prosecu- 
tor against these horrors, tortures, 
false accusations, and "confes- 
sions." 

Upon the conclusion of the inves- 
tigation of my case, I sent a letter 
to the collegium of the G.P.U. and 
the C.E.C. of the U.S.'S.R., demand- 
ing that I be permitted to depart 
abroad. My communication was 
left unanswered. There was no 
need to treat us with ceremony, for 
we were only representatives of a 
small Balkan people. Together with 
my Yugoslav comrade Deditch, I 
was shipped off to the political 
prison in the Urals. The question 
of my returning home was post- 
poned indefinitely. As I found out 
later, the treatment accorded us 
was quite "respectable." After all, 
I was a European, a man, as Hit- 
ler would say, belonging to the 
"white race. 

But so far as Chinese and all 
other "Asiatics" are concerned, 
the present Soviet rulers deal 
with them much more nncerem -- 
nlously: they are generally not 
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recognized as political prisoners. 
Thus, for instance, the students, 
the Communist Oppositionists of 
the former Chinese University *( 
Sun Vat Sen in Moscow were ei- 
ther shipped to the worst exile 
areas and into concentration 
tamps where only criminals were 
sent, or they were simply hand- 
ed over for extermination to 
Chiang Kai-shek (they were 
placed on board pf a ship which 
goes from Vladivostok to Shang- 
hai). 

Comrade Deditch and myself 
were removed from Leningrad in 
the middle of October. True to Its 
methods, the G.P.U. did not tell us 
where we were being taken. Only 
in Chelyabinsk did we learn that 
our destination was Verkhne- 
Uralsk. We arrived there on the 
evening of November 7. Through- 
out the day, from our car windows, 
we could observe the October pa- 
rades, the celebrations in the cities 
of Troitsk, Magnitogorsk, and 
other places through which we 
passed. Everywhere against the 
sky rose the foundations, walls and 
chimneys of factories, power plants 
and industrial giants in process of 
construction. A new America, 
cruel and mighty sprouting over 
one-sixth of the terrestrial globe. 

The three of us, all Yugoslavs 
(comrade Draguiteh was brought 
there three months later) spent 2£ 
years (until May, 1033) in the 
Verkhne-Uralsk political prison — (a 
political isolator, in Russian ter- 
minology). This prison Is an old 
military jail, a structure three 
stories high on the steppes of the 
Ural Cossacks. The bottom story 
of the prison is very cold. One has 
to wear overshoes and sheepskin 
throughout the entire winter, sit- 
ting in the cells of the first tier. 
The inside window panes become 
covered during the night with a 
thick sheet of ice. 



Student Strike 
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Fascism they supported the pro- 
gram which includes a call for 
"genuine neutrality." Officially, the 
Communist Party favors legislation 
pledging the U. S. government to 
sanctions against the aggressor. 
But this position was not presented 
at Cleveland. Similar "inconsisten- 
cy" is displayed by the Y.C.L. In 
the American Youth Congress. 

In the A.S.U., the Young Com- 
munist League has the predominant 
voice in the national committee. 
The slogans for the student strike 
were arrived at in agreement with 
the Y.C.L.ers on the committee. The 
result has already been stated. 

Pacifism has always been ram- 
pant among the students — during 
peacetime! This pacifism was easi- 
ly converted into the most frenzied 
patriotism during the last war. 
"Rehearsals" for action against 
war when it breaks along pacifist 
lines can have only this effect. For 
the militant struggle against war, 
pacifist and patriotic slogans and 
concepts must be rejected. In the 
concrete situation this implies 
above nil a struggle against the 
widespread Roosevelt ian illusions 
of the students and the social-patri- 
otic position of the Young Commu- 
nist League. 
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The food Is tie traditional fare 
of the poor Russian mouzhlk ; 
bread and gruel for dinner and 
supper, day in and day out, from 
year to year. In addition we got 
a tiny portion of bad fish or of 
canned, and often half-rotten meat. 
Conflicts broke out several times 
over the rotten meat. Once a,week 
we were given vinaigrette (a sause 
made of vinegar and oil — Ed.), 
""his day was considered a holiday. 
Two times a year — on May 1 and 
on November 7 — we received a slice 
of white bread. But even this 
modest and monotonous fare was 
given us in inadequate quantities. 
The portions were slightly in- 
creased only after the 18-day hun- 
ger strike in 1931. The quality, 
unfortunately, remained unchanged. 

When, in the beginning of 1933, 
we began reading in the papers 
about the workers' delegations that 
were being sent to Germany to visit 
the prisoners there, we were seized 
with downright envy ! If some 
workers' delegation or a democra- 
tic delegation wofeiid only arrive 
from abroad to pay us a visit, to 
take a look at what is going on, 
and observe how we are living In 
the prisons, concentration camps, 
and exile '. But for some reason or 
other, the self-same leaders of the 
loreign working class organization, 
and' the self-same democratic law- 
yers who grow indignant at any 
protest against the terrors of Hit- 
ler Germany keep quiet and remain 
unconcerned about measures, quite 



similar in nature, taken against 
workers, peasants and revolution- 
ists in Stalinist Russia. 
• * ■ 



The Hunger Strikes 
In 19S1 we went through an 18- 
day hunger strike in our prison. 
It passed peacefully, and most of 
the demands were granted. This 
was the only case of a peaceful 
settlement of a conflict. During 
the 1930 conflict, during one of the 
harshest winters, in the month of 
February, the prison administra- 
tion — the self-same G.P.U. — ■ used 
the water hose, sprayed the pro- 
testing prisoners with ice water, 
broke the windows, and shut off the 
heat. During the conflict in 1929, 
the G.P.U. went even further — 
after they were doused with water 
from the hose, the prisoners were 
bound hand and foot, and, in this 
condition, soaking wet, hog- tied, 
without any food, they were ieft 
lying on the cement floors for three 
days and three nights— "in solitary 
confinement." Such is the juridical 
label for these abominations. In 
the 1934 hunger strike, which was 
held in protest against the arbi- 
trary automatic and universal ex- 
tension of the prison terms, the 
Communist Opi>ositionists were 
once again hog-tied and subjected 
to forced artificial feeding, and 
then, they were transferred either 
to concentration camps or to other 
prisons. 

Heavy Casualties Among Prisoners 

Several of the imprisoned female 
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which coincided with Lenin's Ill- 
ness and the opening of the cam- 
paign against Trotskyism.' The 
struggle of the- epigones for 
power, as I shall try to prove, 
was not merely a struggle of per- 
sonalities ; it represented a new 
political chapter — the reaction 
against October, and the prepara- 
tion of the Thermidor. From this 
the answer to the question that 
Z have so often been asked — 'How 
did you lose power?' — follows 
naturally." {Pp. v-vi.) 
One need but thumb through the 
book to see that the "personal 
quarel" myth is completely exploded 
by Trotsky; it might be said that 
the raison d'etre of the book is to 
explain the political content of his 
struggle. It is an out and out 
fabrication when Cowley says 
Trotsky brings forward the Odessa 
school story ''to explain his fall 
from power" and that Trotsky be- 
lieves that Stalin "played the same 
ignoble role as Danilov." Trotsky 
does use terms like ".self-satisfied 
Philistines" to describe the psycho- 
logical effects of the political reac- 
tion expressed by Stalin's national 
Bolshevism; it is crystal-clear in 
the book what Trotsky is talking 
about. When Cowley counterposes 
this with a "different explanation 
of his fall" — so magnanimously!— 
he is either deliberately lying or he 
is too ignorant to understand what 
he is reading. 

One further example of Cowley's 
trickery : "But the least admirable 
quality he reveals is a vanity that 
is always striking poses and play- 
ing roles," writes Cowley ; and as 
proof he weaves together somo in- 
cidents in Trotsky's life, each one 
distorted sufficiently — by the simple 
device of describing them in semi- 
humorous language ! If Trotsky 
makes a forced march in the Civil 
War back to his main forces, Cow- 
ley describes it as "General Phil 
Sheridan riding twenty miles to 
Winchester." If Trotsky is forcibly 
carried into exile, Cowley has him 
"carried downstairs kicking and 
squirming." So that, having paint- 
ed a picture at his own sweet will, 
Cowley can sagely conclude: "In 
all these episodes there is a mix- 
ture of profound drama with ac- 
tor's parade, and sometimes with 
actor's parade in circumstances 
that make it seem trivial and un- 
pleasant." Truly, Cowley is just 
an honest judge who discovers that 
Trotsky's "personality seems less 
sympathetic than the reader had 
expected." Expected ! 

The above examples of Cowley's 
method must suffice. That method 
is not peculiar to him, but is em- 
ployed by other Stalinist intellec- 
tuals when writing in liberal pub- 
lications. Louis Fischer uses it ; 
so do others who write for The 
Nation and the New Republic. 

Who was defeated when Trotsky 
was defeated? Only Trotsky, ap- 
parently, in Cowley's estimation. 
Yet his own few sentences on this 
point (if Cowley understood them 
he would never have written them) 
indicate the true answer. "The 
revolution in Western Europe was 
checked in 1923, with the failure 
of the last German uprisings. In 
1927, when the Chinese revolution 
was also suppressed, most Russians 
decided that their only hope was 
to develop socialism In their own 
country. Trotsky the internation- 
alist was thus defeated by events 
in Shanghai and Berlin." Not only 



Trotsky ; the world proletariat was 
also defeated. ISrandler's policy of 
1923, Borodin's policy of 1927,— this 
was the policy of Stalin based on 
the ''theory of socialism in one 
country" ; Cowley can scarcely be 
expected to know — he knows so few 
things about the revolutionary 
movement — that Stalin's policy was 
already formulated in those days, 
and not after 1927. "Today his 
tragic burden is that he has been 
defeated by historical forces,'' Cow- 
ley says of Trotsky. Yes, the world 
proletariat has been defeated by 
'"historicafl forces," but Stalinism 
is the "historical force'' which made 
that defeat possible. 

One wonders whether Cowley 
realizes how much he is revealing 
when he writes: Trotsky -'has not 
only been expelled bodily from the 
country he helped to win, but also 
painted out of its pictures and de- 
lated from its school books.'' We 
know that these Stalinist methods 
ure countenanced by Cowley, who 
is one of the editorial sponsors of 
the book, written along the specifi- 
cations of painting out the picture 
of Trotsky from the October Revo- 
lution, signed by Barbusse. Does 
Cowley understand the implications 
of this meihod of struggle against 
"Trotskyism"? What does it mean, 
when the Stalinists cannot meet 
Trotsky's arguments on the level 
of logical argument? .When they 
try to conceal from the Soviet popu- 
lation not only Trotsky's ideas, but 
even his historical achievements? 
When prison or worse is the pun- 
ishment for speaking or writing 
that Trotsky is not a counter-revo- 
lutionary ? when such methods are 
employed against proletarian oppo- 
nents in the nineteenth year of the 
revolution ? Has it ever dawned 
uiKJii Cowley that there is no war- 
rant for the Stalinist pogrom-tactics 
in Mit'rxist-Leninist theory 1 ? Does 
he know that they are as alien as 
is Fascism to the revolutionary 
tradition? But Cowley knows noth- 
ing; he only knows that he stands 
with Stalin, and anything that is 
Kood enough for Stalin is good 
enough tor him. Just let Cowley 
know the line. 

;Phis. the reader will say, sounds 
more like the task of a policeman 
who must enforce the law, than 
the role of the critic whose intel- 
lectual duty is to analyze and in- 
terpret. Yes, it does sound like a 
policeman; and Cowley by natural 
inclination, past training and pres- 
ent allegiance, functions in the 
pages of the New Republic as a 
literary cop. He is a minion of the 
law of Stalin — a cop patrolling his 
beat in the book review section of 
the New Republic with ready-made 
memoranda drawn up for him by 
his Stalinist masters. Like most of 
the beef -eaters patrolling our 
streets, in a simpler world he would 
have been a farmer, suspicious of 
the ways of city folk, good with 
cattle, simple and content so long 
as the seasons kept their appointed 
rounds, but sullen and savage when 
perplexed by a problem. In our 
world he is a prize exhibit of the 
kind of "intellectual" who has been 
won by the Communist Party. They 
can use no others. 
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comrades among the Bolshevik-Len- 
inists, among them Lena Danilo- 
vieh, slashed their veins in protest 
against this bestial treatment. The 
consequences of this regime proved 
catastrophic for a number of com- 
rades, in addition to two grave 
cases of insanity— Vera Berger and 
Victor Krainy, who were trans- 
ferred to an insane asylum — 'there 
was the serious psychical illness of 
JIarusia Ivanova, whose name is 
famous throughout all of Siberia as 
tiie heroine of the civil war and of 
the underground struggle against 
Kolchak. After a long drawn out 
struggle, the G.P.U. agreed to free 
her from jail but refused to let 
her go to iter relatives, sending 
her instead into exile. One of the 
prisoners, Andrey Grayev, became 
stone-blind in the prison after the 
brutal acts of the G.P.U. in Febru- 
ary, 1930. 

The imprisoned Communists 
lived in their cells and took their 
walks in the prison yard in groups 
(3-5 cells together, 2-1-30 people) ; 
They composed the "communist sec- 
tor" {ail told, 140-180). The Social- 
ists of al] parties (Russian and 
Georgian social democrats, Zionists 
and left S.R.s), -the anarchists and 
individuals from the Right S.R.s 
and the Maximalists were pi a ceil 
in different cells and composed an- 
other, an anarchist-socialist ser.toi 
(50-80 people, approximately ten to 
each of the above mentioned organ- 
isations). 

Each sector had its own "house- 
hold" economic organization, head- 
ed hy an Elder and a "Minister of 
Finance." Each collective was rep- 
resented by the elder in dealings 
with the prison administration, 
while the "Minister of Finance" 
had charge of the treasury of the 
sector. In the event of struggles 
with the administration, both sec- 
tors harmonized their actions, sup- 
porting each other in this or that 
form, but otherwise the relations 
between the two sectors, even as 
regards the day to day routine, 
were rigidly differentiated. The il- 
legal post office was organized 
jointly. 

Political Life 

In the political domain the Com- 
munist sector was divided into a 
number of groups and shadings, 
almost each of them with its own 
separate organization, its own com- 
mittees, its own publications. The 
Five Year Plan shook up the entire 
170 million population of Russia. 
The Plan represented a real tech- 
nological, and, in part, an econo- 
mic revolution (or. at any rate, as 
could be sensed even back in 1930, 
an attempt at such a revolution)- 
The social and political problems 
which the Five Year Plan posed 
before all thinking people could 
hot fail to arouse In the prison a 
profound ferment, new seekings, 
and. in part, a crisis in old ideolo- 
gies. The intense and more or less 
fruitful search for answers to new 
question;? was accompanied by an 
inevitable sharp internal struggle. 

In 1933-1933 the situation in the 
country had become more clarified, 
the theoretical questions had as- 
sumed a more distinct and inte- 
grated form, and, on this basis, 
there occurred a new crystalliza- 
tion of the prisoners into several 
basic political groups, among them 
the unification of all the Bolslievik- 
Leninists into a single organiza- 
tion. I, too, took the liveliest part 
in the struggle of groups and ideas, 
in the search for tlie theoretical 
definition of ail that was taking 
place at that time, and everything 
that had occurred during the en- 
tire Hi years of the revolution, and 
in the search for the definitions of 
the lessons of the Russian Revolu- 
tion and the new revolutionary 
tasks. The large numerical strength 
ot the Verkhne-Uralsk collective of 
the political prisoners, the presence 
there of qualified representatives 
of all tendencies and shadings of 
revolutionary thought in Russia for 
the last 20 years helped greatly to 
facilitate the attainment of definite 
results. 

Under conditions that doomed 
the entire country to silence, or, 
rather, to subservience and com- 
pelled men to repeat parrot-like an 
obviously false official Ideology, the 
large and internally cohesive jail 
was transformed into a laboratory 
of ideas. The prison became the 
only place for free sociological re- 
search. I attempted to make fun- 
damental use of my compulsory 
presence in this prison, this tiny 
island of liberty. 

Ciiiga *s Prison Conclusions 
I was of the opinion that aims 
and results justify sufferings and 
victims. As a consequence, I ar- 
rived to the views of the so-called 
ultra -Lefts. I became convinced 
that the fundamental and decisive 
breaking point in the Russian Rev- 
olution occurred in 1920-1921, when 
the Initial steps of the workers to- 
wards gaining control of production 
came to an unsuccessful conclusion, 
and when, as a result, the bureau- 
cratic state-capitalist organization 
of industrial oroductlon triumphed, 
being subsequently correlated un- 
der the N.E.P. with concessions to 
private capitalist elements in atrri- 



POLAND 

The Polish C.P. has not been be- 
hind-hand in following out the so- 
cial-patriotic tine of Stalinist dip- 
lomacy, and of the Seventh World 
Congress of the C. I. The Polish 
Stalinists run second to none when 
it comes to proclaiming the love 
they feel tor their Polish Father- 
land, and their readiness to defend 
its frontiers against "foreign ag-. 
gressors". The real enemies of the 
Polish people, according to the Stal- 
inists (who masquerade under the 
name of "Lefts"), is a small gang 
of Fascist plotters at the head of 
the Government who are bent on 
selling Poland to Hitler and his 
Nazis. 

As elsewhere, so in Poland, too, 
the Stalinist social -patriotic cam- 
paign, their beating of the drums 
for a "People's Front" is accom- 
panied by a vile campaign of slan- 
der against the most consistent op- 
ponents of the Stalinist treachery 
in Poland as elsewhere — the "Trot- 
skylsts". Upon the entry of the 
Trotskyists in Poland into the Bund 
and into the Polish Socialist 
Party, the Polish Stalinists have, 
"redoubled their efforts". 

Under the heading; "The Cam- 
paign against the 'Trotskyists' 
The Volkszeitung, the Warsaw or- 
gan of the Bund (March 11, 1936) 
takes cognizance of the most re- 
cent piece of Stalinist abomination, 
a circular issued by the Warsaw 
C.E.C. of the Communist Youth and 
addressed to the students, and the 
working class youth, on the sub- 
ject of , . . the "Trotskyists." 

The Volkszeitung article begins 
with the statement that the Bund 
has always looked upon the Trot- 
skyists" as a part of the interna- 
tional proletarian movement (even 
though small numerically)". The 
writer then goes on to comment as 
follows: 



"We have always viewed with as- 
tonishment and deep concern {not 
fco use a harsher term) the bitter, 
arbitrary and envenomed struggle 
that the Stalinists have waged 
against the small groups of Trot- 
skyists. One might have imagined 
that after the Comintern had 
changed its approach towards the 
non-Communist movements, the 
Stalinists would also modify their 
struggle against the Trotskyists; 
that an end would be put to the 
previous venomous methods of 
struggle which they have directed 
against this group. Just the oppo- 
site has lieen the case. Not only 
lias there been no modification in 
the struggle against the Trotsky- 
ists, but, on (he contrary, it has 
been made still sharper — if that is 
conceivable. 

"We have before as a circular 
signed !iy the Warsaw C.E.C. of 
the Y.C.I.., addressed to the stu- 
dents and the working class youth 
and devoted entirely to the Trot- 
skyists. We have no intentions of 
replanting in the columns of our 
paper the flowers of this circular: 
we refuse to do the authors of this 
circular such a favor. Everyone 
who has had the occasion to read 
it. and who is not afflicted with 
Stalinist myopia, lias had to agree 
I hat its contents ennont be trppraiscd 
otherwise than as an Incitatiou to 
a program against the Trotskyists. 

"While this mimeographed circu- 
lar has been read by a few, there 
arc, however, many who have had 
the opportunity to hear Stalinist 
speeches or to read the so-called 
"Left" publications. And they, too, 
have been compelled to recognize 
that what the "Lefts" permit them- 
selves in relation to the Trotsky- 
ists is absolutely unheard-of! Twis- 
ted quotations, the most senseless 
canards, abusive epithets — all these 
do not quite exhaust the entire ar- 
senal o:' 'weapons' they employ 
! against the Trotskyists". 

The writer of the article then 
points out of the Stalinists that the 
Trotskyists, who are members of 
the Bund, have not only obligations 
Inwards the party, but that the 
party has also a duty towards 
them: "We, therefore, hold it nec- 
essary to stress that in addition to 
the right to defend their views fnl- 



culture and trade. These conces- 
sions were liquidated, by and large, 
during the period of the Five Year 
Plan, after which there was estab- 
lished in Russia the system of far- 
flung bureaucratic state-capitalism 
in the domain of economy, support- 
ed by a regime of Bonapartlsm in 
the sphere of politics. 

Because of these views I left the 
"collective of the leit Bolshevik- 
Leninists," and became one of the 
initiators of the unification of the 
so-called ultra-Left groupings. This 
unification took place only after 
mv departure from Verkhne-Uralsk. 
"The Federation of left Commu- 
nists" (consisting of extreme left 
Bolshevik -Lenin ists. a section of 
the D.C.ers. Workers' Opposition, 
followers of Myasnibov) was organ- 
fiied there. This Federation num- 
bered 25 people. The re-united 
organization of the Bolshevik-Len- 
inists consisted of 140. A section 
of the D.C.ers and "Independent-*" 
remained outside both these nnited 
groups. 

(T» be continued in nest Issue) 



ly in the ranks of our party, our 
comrades are entitled to one other 
right, namely, the right to be de- 
lended by the party !" 

Should any member of the Bund 
fail in his obligations to the organ- 
ization, lie must be called to ac- 
count. He will be judged but not 
"in accordance with reports carried 
by the 'Left' papers." 

( From the tenor of the remarks 
in the Volkszeitung article. It is 
clear that the Polish Stalinists bave 
appointed themselves as spies to 
snitch on the "'disloyal acts" of 
the Trotskyists who have entered 
the Bund.) 

The writer disclaims any know- 
ledge of disloyalty on the part of 
the Trotskyists. He points out to 
the Stalinists that the Bund is "not 
a barracks", and that differences 
of opinion are permissible in its 
ranks, "because in our party every 
member has the right to defend 
whatever views he deems to be cor- 
rect." 

In any case, the manner in which 
the Trotskyists deport themselves 
is purely the internal business of 
the liund. for the latter to decide, 
and not for the Stalinists. 

The article concludes with the 
following warning: 

"We will not tolerate any at- 
empt on any body's part to conduct 
an incitation to a pogrom against 
them {i.e., the 'Trotskyists')". 
• • • 
Appropriately enough, the Stal- 
inists are unfolding their pogrom 
campaign against the Trotskyists 
practically at the same time that 
that Polish Fascists are intensify- 
ing their anti-semi tic propaganda, 
and staging actual pogroms against 
the Jews. A monster protest strike 
against this Fascist drive was held 
on March IT, in Warsaw. 

The rising tide of reaction in Po- 
land is, naturally enough, accom- 
panied by a violent drive against 
the living standard of the workers. 
A wave of strikes has been spread- 
ing through Poland for the last 
two months (since February). 

Early in March, the struggle of 
the textile workers in the city of 
Lodz, and the surrounding region, 
developed into a general strike in 
that area. The Warsaw textile 
workers were prepared to come out 
also, but the strike was shortly set- 
tled. 

Sporadic outbursts elsewhere, 
among the chocolate workers, the 
taxi drivers, the miners, etc. have 
been flaring. All these struggles are 
purely defensive in character. Thus, 
f)00 miners struck at the state 
mines near Cracow, remaining un- 
derground, because the Government 
introduced a two day layoff per 
month. 

At Lodz the textile workers 
struck to compell the manufactur- 
ers to abide by the contracts signed 
In 1933. The General Strike was 
called off after the manufacturers 
promised "to maintain the terms of 
the agreement", and also to pre- 
serve the 46 hour week, as well as 
to "mitigate the methods of intro- 
ducing rationalization" into the in- 
dustry. 

The Warsaw organ ot the P.P.S., 
Robotnik, stated, in commenting 
upon the settlement of the Lodz 
strike, that it was "quite a suc- 
cess". 

A week after the supposed settle- 
ment of the strike, the papers re- 
ported that in the Lodz area, SOt) 
small textile mills were still out on 
strike, together wirh 3,500 knit- 
goods workers. 

The police methods throughout 
Poland have been unprecedented in 
their brutality. The friction be- 
tween the workers and the police 
came to a head in Cracow, where 
more than 10,000 workers demon- 
strated on March 23 against the 
harsh police methods used on 
March 20, in the city of Cracow, 
against striking workers. 

The demonstration was staged 
despite the strict police orders pro- 
hibiting it. When the police charg- 
ed, the demonstrators erected wood- 
en barricades. The struggle lasted 
the entire afternoon. The police 
charged with drawn sabers, aid 
from the first opened fire. Eight 
demonstrators were killed on the 
spot. More than fifty were wound- 
ed, including several women. Two 
of the wounded died in the hospital. 
The bestiality and ruthiessnesa 
of the police aroused the Cracow 
workers to a fighting pitch. And 
when a few days later, the funeral 
procession took place, thousands 
marched In the procession, a hun- 
dred thousand lined the streets, and 
the police were conspicuous by 
their absence. 

The brutality in Cracow has stir- 
red tho workers of Poland as few 
events have tu recent months. But 
there has been no mitigation in the 
offensive of the bosses against the 
living standards of the workers. 

So far as can be gathered from 
the reports, all the struggles of re- 
cent months have been under the 
leadership or with the active par- 
ticipation of the Bund and the Po- 
lish Socialist Party. Hundreds of 
socialists were arrested during the 
Cracow events, as well as In the 
various strikes. 
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Analysis of the Akron Strike 
And the Role of the C I O 



By A. J. MUSTK 
The analysis of the recent strike 
In the Goodyear Tire and Rubber 
plants in Akron centers about three 
points : the role anil temper of the 
strikers themselves ; tile role of 
union officials and in particular 
John L. Lewis's Committee for In- 
dustrial Organization ; and that of 
the working-class political parties 
and groups. 

in tackling the Goodyear Com- 
pany, the strikers were pitting their 
forces against the biggest of the 
tire and rubber companies, which 
had one of the oldest, and until the 
recent strike most "successful"' 
company unions, and which had 
very important connections with 
big corporations in steel and other 
industries. Thus Tom Girdler of 
Republic Steel is on the Goodyear 
board of directors and offered his 
strike-breaking troops to Goodyear. 
On the other hand: the intensely- 
competitive situation existing in the 
industry was favorable to the strik- 
ers in that Goodyear could not .af- 
ford to lose business lo other com- 
panies. Prom another standpoint 
it was this very competitive situ- 
ation leading the companies to de- 
vise means to cut labor costs which 
brought the combination of wage- 
cuts, speed-up, increased hours and 
lay-offs by the Goodyear Company 
against which the workers revolted. 

Vigilantes Crushed 

The militancy and solidarity of 
the Goodyear strikers marked the 
high point in the class struggle for 
IffiiO and in some respects for the 
entire recent period in American 
labor history, Before the Goodyear 
men were assured of support even 
from their own local and interna- 
tional union, they closed down the 
Goodyear plant and miiitantly and 
successfully defied an injunction. 
Immediately thereafter the workers 
in the Firestone and Goodrich 
plants and in most of the other in- 
dustries in Akron as well as the 
Project Workers Unions were mob- 
ilized. They were set to pour out 
of the plants en masse and insti- 
tute a general strike at any at- 
tempt by any agency fo break the 
Goodyear picket line by force. 
When in one of the last weeks of 
the strike, the company inspired 
the organization of a vigilante or- 
ganization on a large scale and 
publicly appealed for violence 
against the strikers' and their lend- 
ers, six thousand strikers gathered 
on Ihe picket line openly armed 
with clubs and other weapons and 
challenged the vigilantes to do their 
worst. After all their loud talk, 
the so-called "forces of law and or- 
der" decided that their aim was 
simply to rally public opinion for 
an early settlement of the strike. 
The strikers maintained their ranks 
and their spirit to the very end. 
•Whatever was gained, in the strike, 
and that was considerable, was 
gained because of this. 
Role of C.I.O. 

The role of Lewis's Committee for 
Industrial Organization in the Ak- 
ron strike, as in other situations in 
this period, was not a simple one 
and no simple and completely final 
estimate oi it is possible. There is, 
on the one band, no question that 
the C.I.O. made contributions to 
the strike. The moral ini1:.ence of 
its snnp'irl counted fur a good deal. 
The trained organizers sent into 
Akron by the Committee had an im- 
portant share in building up the 
excellenl strike organization. The 
fact ,,f C.I.O. endorsement doubtless 
helped in ireftio- finam-ial support 
from onion ti"dies throughout the 
country, [hough (hat fiven by the 
C.I.O. and the unions alti'iated with 
it was utterly insignificant. 

There is. however, nioch to be 
said on the other side. The C.I.O. 
came out in support of (ho strike 
only after the workers had shut 
down the plant. It made no effort, 
although repeatedly urged to do so 
by milifan' strikers, to extend Ihe 
strike to Goodvear pi nits in other 
cities, an elementary step. By 
speech and action C.I.O. represen- 
tatives sought to tone down rather 
than capitalize to the utmost upon 
the militancy of the Akron work- 
ers. They agreed to permit tires 
fo be moved oat of the plant though 
the strikers were against it and 
there is everv reason to believe that 
railroad i/ien would not have moved 
any freight ?nrs if a picket line 
had been maintained across the 
tracks. 

An Agency for Rooseielt 

That the C.I.O. is an agency for 
rallying Roosevelt support from 
among the unions and the workers 
generally has been openly demon- 
strated since the close of the Ak- 
ron strike with the organization by 
I«wis, Hillman, Berry etc., of the 
Non-Partisan Labor Committee. The 
Akron strike furnished an illustra- 
tion of the equivocal role to which 
this leads in strike situations. It is 
generally understood that the 'in- 
fluence" of Lewis and other trade 
unionists with Roosevelt had an 
Important bearing on keeping the 
militia out of Akron — in an elec- 
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tion year in a key state. But this 
means, for one thing, that in "grat- 
itude' 1 votes are to be coralled for 
Roosevelt and for another thing 
that the strikers must be restrain- 
ed so that the politicians may 
plausibly contend that there is real- 
ly no need for calling out the mil- 
itia. Obviously, too, it is fantastic 
to suppose that labor leaders who 
base themselves upon Roosevelt can 
possibly push employers in the ba- 
sic industries to a settlement that 
costs them anything. And this 
point is of crucial importance in 
con side ring the strike settlements 
which the C.I.O. will support or be 
"forced" to make in situations like 
Akron. 

The McGrady Arbitration 

Now the C.I.O. was prepared to 
accept the McGrady arbitration 
proposed at the beginning of the 
strike. The effect of accepting it 
would unquestionably have been a 
betrayal of the strike. The role of- 
the C.P.O. representatives in the 
March 14 "settlement ' which was 
rejected is not wholly clear. That 
is not the case with regard to the 
March 21 terms, the acceptance of 
| which brought the strike to an end. 

! Admittedly these terms were an 
improvement on those of the pre- 
vious week. Admittedly also they 
did not offer the strikers even that 
minimum (of assurance, for exam- 
ple, that Goodyear would no longer 
finance the company union, nor rec- 
ognize its representatives) which 
they had laid down in a compro- 
mise proposal, from which already 
certain important demands had 
been eliminated, the previous week, 
it is also a matter of public record 
that the C.I.O. representatives sud- 
denly launched fhe most vigorous, 
even feverish, public activity in or- 
der to get the strikers to vote for 
the acceptance of these terms and 
so wind up the strike. If the C.I.O. 
opposed acceptance of the March 14 
terms, it ban to explain what in- 
duced it to make such frantic ef- 
forts to put over only slightly im- 
proved terms a week later. There 
is not the slightest indication of 
any important change during that 
interval either in the general ob- 
jective situation or in the temper 
of the strikers. In the effort to put 
over the March 21 terms the C.I.O. 
representatives who had themselves 
been the object of C. Nelson 
Kparks's "red scare" campaign dur- 
ing the week put on a "red scare" 
against the Workers Party, Commu- 
nist Party, "radicals" generally 
and the present writer by name, 
stooping lower than A.F. of L. re- 
al tionaries have ever gone in sim- 
ilar situations in which I have been 
involved by saying to reporters that 
I must be acting for a strike-break- 



ing agency which just wanted the 
strike prolonged so as to make mon- 
ey by cracking workers' heads. It 
was in such an atmosphere of hys- 
teria that the strikers voted to ac- 
cept the March 21 terms and ended 
the strike, after the more militant 
elements among them bad criticized 
the terms and indicated their pref- 
erence for continuing the fight, but 
stated their readiness to accept loy- 
ally whatever decision might be 
taken by the majority. 

Now in the first place any child 
can see that the terrific effort that 
was required, the barrage that had 
to be laid down in public and pri- 
vate, to put the settlement over dis- 
poses completely of the argument 
that either the general run of strik- 
ers or the more conscious, militant 
elements were tired or discouraged 
or for whatever reason wanted to 
get back to work on pretty much 
any terms. 

How the Agreement Carried 

Secondly, it disposes of the argu- 
ment that the terms themselves 
were so clear and so desirable from 
the strikers' point of view that any 
criticism or opposition could spring 
only from dense ignorance or actual 
treason to the union. The Rubber 
Workers officials and the C.I.O. 
were able to put them over only by 
taking a vote in an atmosphere of 
hysteria and without giving the 
strikers a minute for real study of 
the terms. Two large sheets of 
mimeographed material of a very 
complicated nature were handed 
them as they came to the meeting 
where the vote had to be taken, and 
this in spite of the fact that the 
strikers bad been told two days be- 
fore that they would be given sev- 
eral days to study the proposals. 

One argument that has been pre- 
sented by defenders of the C.I.O. 
role is that funds were low, money 
for feeding strikers was running 
out and the strikers were afraid to 
go on under these circumstances. 
One unwillingly admits the audac- 
ity of the cynicism that is implied 
here. It is generally agreed that 
the C.I.O. with some of the might- 
iest unions in the country attached 
to it gave a paltry few thousand 
dollars to the strike fund. Let us 
restrain any indignation which the 
situation might occasion, and sim- 
ply observe that no group which 
thinks that the employers in the ba- 
sic industries in this country can 
be licked on the basis of putting a 
few thousand dollars into a strike 
against Goodyear Tire and Rubber 
involving fifteen thousand workers 
can expect to be taken seriously. 
Timidity of Local Leaders 

Still another argument used by 
the defenders of the C.I.O. role is 
that the local and national officials 
of fhe Rubber Workers Union were 
weak and timid, did not want a vig- 
orous and large-scale struggle, 
would not ask for money which had 
virtually been put at their dispos- 
al. If thev had only followed the 
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Ibis is the kind of Labor Party 
which could alone be built on a 
mass basis in this country. And it 
understands that, under present 
conditions, the Labor Party agita- 
tion call be utilized as by far Hie 
iikkI effective weapon against the 
progress of revolutionary ideas 
among Ihe masses and the strength- 
ening of revolutionary organization. 

The Old Guard, then, is fighting 
;i principled and uncompromising 
fisht. On the whole, it has been a 
well-fought light. The occasional 
slanders and exaggerations are per- 
haps the inevitable concomitants of 
such political struggles. The trou- 
ble with their fight has been not the 
lack of principled character, but 
that their principles were wrong. 
And. in this case, not merely wrong 
from fhe point of view of the his- 
torical interests of the working 
class, but also out of line with the 
wishes and opinions of the majority 
o ' Socialist Party members and en- 
rolled voters. 

Lessons for the Militants 

But, in spite of the fact that the 
Militants won in the Primary con- 
test , there are lessons for the Mil- 
itants to learn from the general 
character of the fight which the 
Old Guard conducted. The cam- 
paign of the Socialist Call compares 
in many respects unfavorably with 
the campaign of the New Leader. 
During the months preceding the 
Primaries there was only one sub- 
stantial article published in the 
Call making a principled political 
attack on- the Old Guard. In the 
time intervening before the national 
convention, the Call has a chance to 
remedy this defect by setting itself 
the task of clarifying political is- 
sues, of statfng and exposing before 
the party . membership the precise 
political character of the Old i 
Guard and its policies, of lifting the 
struggle determinedly from a mere- 
ly personal and ©rganiational | 



plane. Only in this way will fhe 
factional struggle be in the fuller 
sense educational and invigorating, 
instead of petty and disintegrating, 
i for ihe party as a whole. And only 
! in this way will the Militants lay 
ihe firm basis for broader and deep- 
er le tward developments in the 
, days ahead. 

For this reason, there is occasion 
' to be concerned over references to 
i ':ossibitities oi ''conciliation with 
, Ihe Old Guard'' which have been 
made since the Primaries. Natur- 
ally, individual workers who hold 
reformist posilions are and should 
be eligible for Party membership, 
if — from whatever motive — they are 
prepared to work loyally within the 
framework of the Party. But here 
it is a question of the Old Guard 
as such. The Old Guard, it is true, 
makes dear that the only possible 
"conciliation" from its point of 
view would be triumph for itself 
and its ideas: and consequently 
there is little probability that any 
kind of actual organizational con- 
ciliation could he arived at under 
any formula. But the real danger 
in talk of "conciliation" is not an 
organizational question. 

Danger of Conciliation 
The real danger is that behind 
such talk there can readily creep 
a tendency to conciliate with Old 
Guard ideas and policies, a tenden- 
cy to retreat from the leftward 
front so far won, and march back 
along the road of disaster. What 
has been won can be held only by 
boldness, not by timidity; social 
forces are in continual motion, and 
positions can be maintained only by 
further advance and attack, never 
by resting in the trenches. The Old 
Guard has suffered a severe set- 
back organizationally ; now is ex- 
actly the time to follow the blow up 
with others still stronger, and to i 
add to the organizational the more 
powerful and more lasting political 
weapons. | 



wishes and the lead of the C.I.O. 
much more might have been won. 
It taxes our credulity to pretty 
near the breaking point to believe 
this. An organization with prestige 
and money oilers a victory and a 
iinion to a group of new and am- 
bitious union leaders on a silver 
platter, and the latter decline the 
gift! 

But let us assume there Is some 
basis for the argument, then what 
follows ? That these weak-kneed 
leaders and their course must he 
backed up by the kind of red-bait- 
ing campaing Germer of the C.I.O. 
along with Burns of the Rubber 
Workers launched in the closing 
hours of the strike? That the "heat" 
must be turned on as was done, on 
the militants among the strikers to 
force them against their will to ac- 
cept this situation V Obviously, if 
the job of organizing the basic in- 
dustries is to be taken seriously, 
then in such a crisis a (supposedly) 
genuine and competent leadership 
must hind means of rallying the 
masses as against a false and in- 
competent leadership. We may sur- 
mise that John L Lewis who still 
maintains arbitrary provisional 
presidencies under his own direct 
control in most of the soft coal dis- 
tricts of the U.M.W, is not likely 
to see eye to eye with the rank and 
hie or insurgents as against officials 
in such situations. But that is an- 
other reason for concluding that he 
cannot be relied upon to see the 
job of organization in the basic in- 
dustries through. 

There is but one logical conclu- 
sion. Whether in so many words 
or not, Lewis's real master, i.e., 
Roosevelt and the interests and 
forces which he represents made it 
clear : "This thing lias gone far 
enough. Goodyear is giving all it 
will give without a regular fight 
That we will not stand for, .We wili 
not hold back the militia any long- 
er. Wind it up at any cost.'' And 
when it was wound up the robber 
companies, Goodyear included, had 
the 36 to 40 hour week although 
only a month before a U.S. Depart- 
ment of Labor Committee had stat- 
ed flatly that there was no excuse 
for the abandonment of the 30 hour 
week. Furthermore, the companies 
laid the basis for recouping any 
losses and fattening profits by an 
increase in the price o£ their prod- 
uct ! 

Parties in the Strike 

Finally a word about the role of 
political parties and groups. The 
local S.I*, in Akron is small and at- 
tempted no distinctive role. The 
S.P. leaders in Akron were attach- 
ed to the C.I.O. and played no in- 
dependent part. 

The Stalinists had some influence 
on some of the militant rank and 
filers. When the "red-baiting" start- 
ed in the closing hours of the strike, 
the Stalinist representatives took 
to crawling on their bellies before 
the union bureaucrats in the ab- 
ject manner whieh has become so 
familiar by bow and so easy for 
them. They declared uncritically 
for the settlement terms before see- 
ing them and laid any opposition 
that was being voiced at the door 
of "crazy Trotskyists." This, de- 
spite the fact that one who reads 
between the lines of the Daily 
Worker articles following the 
strike, gets even there a confirma- 
tion of every criticism we have 
made in this article. In exchange 
the C.P. received an "apology" from 
Vice President Burns of the Rub- 
ber Workers Union for having in- 
cluded them among the critics of 
his course. To date they seem not 
yet to have gotten a similar public 
vote of confidence from John L. 
lA^wis or even from Adolph Germer 
bet perhaps these will also'be ob- 
tained eventually — for a price! 

The Workers Party group in Ak- 
ron has for two years been in close 
touch with the militants among tho 
rubber workers. Through them they 
played a highly crcditalbe part in 
the s:rike in line with the policies 
sketched in this artiedle. The Ak- 
ron strike, like nil the recent strike 
struggles, demonstrated the key 
position of a group of progressives 
and militants including conscious 
revolutionary elements. The better 
organization of these elements is 
a crying need. 

To summarize : Militants must 
make every use that can be made 
of the C.I.O. They rightly support 
any specific correct measure for 
which the C.I.O. may stand, for 
example industrial as against craft 
unionism. At no time can they 
simply uncritically identify them- 
selves with the C.I.O, or foster the 
illusion that the C.I.O. as such can 
be trusted to carry through the ter- 
lific struggles whieh we are bound 
to see in the hasie industries. 

The solidarity and militancy dis- 
played by the Goodyear strikers 
and their fellow- workers in Akron 
achieved substantial results. They 
tied up the great Goodyear plants. 
They smashed an injunction. They 
made a farce out of the vigilante 
movement. They forced Goodyear 
to negotiate with a union commit- 
tee. They won some concessions in 
the settlement. They laid the foun- 
dation of a union, having proved, to 
themselves that they could stick to- 
gether and fight. They are carry- 
ing their struggle forward now in 
the plants — well aware that the 
fight has not ended but has just be- 
gun in real earnest. 
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tions, poli.ics in general, can or 
should be excluded from the organ- 
ization of the unemployed or of any 
other group of workers. It would 
be even more absurd to try this 
among the jobless than almost any- 
where else. For, whereas the aver- 
age trade unionist directly confronts 
his "individual boss" every day in 
the week and the "political slate" 
only infreqeuntly, the unemployed 
worker faces the "political state" — 
the government — every single day 
of his life. This important fact, 
stressed by more than one delegate 
to the convention, should be enough 
fo indicate how exceptionally pre- 
posterous it would be to attempt to 
rule out "political questions" in 
such a movement — be they ques- 
tions of capitalist politics, the cap- 
italist government, or working 
class politics. 

The convention was divided, so 
to speak, into two parts. The first 
was devoted to the sessions of the 
old Workers Alliance, which cul- 
minated to all intents and purposes 
when the resolution in favor of 
unity was adopted by an over- 
whelming majority of the votes. 
The second part was participated 
in by all the fusing groups and it 
was here that the elections of the 
officers and the National Executive 
Uourd and the adoption of resolu- 
tions took place. Apart from the 
fact that every single session was 
presided over by the same chair- 
man — a custom which we do not 
find healthy or fitting in the labor 
movement — there were other fea- 
tures of the convention which re- 
vealed what we consider its essen-j 
tial and very serious weakness : 
the absence of firm, consistent and 
well-prepared guidance. With the 
exception of the question of unifica- 
tion itself, on which the leadership 
of the W.A.A, took a positive and 
generally correct stand, its sails 
were set in such a manner on vir- 
tually every other convention ques- 
tion that they could be blown by 
winds from almost any direction. 
What the Stalinists Wanted 

With the bulk of the National 
Unemployed League having merged 
into the Workers Alliance even 
prior to the general amalgamation, 
the essential probiem before the 
convention boiled dowy to the fu- 
sion between the Alliance, led by 
niititants of the Socialist Party, 
and the Unemployment Councils, 
led by the Stalinists. 

Now, although only a reactionary 
would oppose unification with the* 
Councils because they are headed 
by Stalinists, at the same time only 
a miraculously naive person would" 
throw prudence and vigilance to 
the winds when effecting such a 
unification. For a grown-up per- 
son to be taken in by the pious 
humility and amicableness of Ben- 
jamin, who represented the Coun- 
cils, is really inexcusable. The 
Stalinists are motivated in their 
conduct by the interests of the un- 
employed to approximately the 
same extent that the writer is ani- 
mated in his actions by his concern 
over the flora and fauna of sunken 
Atlantis. 

To put the matter bluntly and 
squarely, Ihe Stalinists today see 
in the movement of the mi employed 
— as in every other movement — (1) 
a vehicle for the formation of their 
fraudulent -'Farmer - Labor" or 
'-People's'' parly, an-i {2) a re- 
cruiting ground for the war of the 
"good. ]n>ace- loving" imperialists 
a^ainv] Hie '-bad. bellicose'' imperi- 
alists, presumably in the interests 
of the "defense" of the Soviet Un- 
ion. That is why their energies 
were bent so exclusively towards 
committing the new organisation 
to their views on these subjects, or 
preventing committments to con- 
trary views, and. to further these 
ends, towards obtaining as firm — 
even if anonymous— a measure of 
control of the new organization as 
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the relatiouship of forces and their 
renowned skill at manipulation 
would permit. 

'Militants' Disorganized 

To the extent that the organiza- 
tion of the unemployed must deal 
with such problems— and it is im- 
possible and incorrect to avoid 
them entirely — it was the job of 
the progressive elements in the 
convention to counter the tactics 
of the Stalinists. More easily said 
than done, however i 

The Stalinists came to the con- 
vention in the usual manner. They 
were prepared in advance to act 
on every question, and what is 
more, to act as one man. In a 
word, they were a disciplined po- 
litical force. The same cannot be 
said of the Socialists. Except for 
Lieberman of Pittsburgh and one 
or two others, the Old Guard of 
the S.P. was not even represented 
at the convention (work among the 
lowly jobless is hardly a dignified 
occupation for a respectable social 
democrat!). But while the bulk 
of the Socialists in the W.A.A. are 
supporters, in the S.P., of the Mili- 
tants, and even count among the 
best Left wing elements, there was 
no noticeable unity, and certainly 
no efficiency in action, in their 
conduct during the convention. 

No Unity in Action at Meet 

On those questions in which the 
i Stalinists are vitally interested— 
and rightly so; everybody else 
I should also be — such as the Farmer- 
Labor party, the C.P, representa- 
tives showed both aggressiveness 
and unity. Barring isolated cases, 
fhe representatives of the S. P. 
showed neither quality. It was evi* 
dent to the observer that not only 
did the S. P. Militants at the con- 
vention display a deplorable lack 
of unity of opinion (which is far 
from a vice, providing the preiail- 
ing opinion is a correct one), but 
what is worse, this lack of harmo- 
nious view was translated on the 
convention floor, in negotiation 
committees and in other commit- 
tees. Into a lack of unity in action 
—that is, into an absence of disci- 
pline. 

The entirely proper sentiments of 
many of the S.P. Militants to or- 
ganize a unity of action, while it. 
resulted in remedying conditions in 
some measure, did not prove suffi- 
ciently effective in attaining that 
necessary level of discipline par- 
ticularly demanded by the presence 
of the organized Stalinist phalanx. 
The Farmer-Labor Party 

We limit ourselves to a few illus- 
t ra tions. 

There were really three views 
represented in the convention on 
the "Farmer-Labor" party : the 
familiar Stalinist view; the S. P. 
Militants' view in favor of a "gen- 
uine" Farmer-Labor party but not 
in 1036: and the revolutionary 
Marxian view held by many of the 
delegates of the former National 
Unemployed League. Aroused out 
of their hypocritical meekness when 
the question arose toward the very 
cud of the convention, the Stalin- 
ists stormed and shouted from floor 
and platform in favor of their 
standpoint. A few Socialists also 
took the ttoor for contradictory 
speeches in line with their own 
views. But the representatives of 
the third tendency sought in vain 
for even the five minu-es allotted 
to discussion speakers. 

Important for our theme, how- 
ever, is the fact that, leaving apart 
fhe principle differences we have 
with the Militants on the question 
of the F.I..P., they are entirely cor- 
rect in their resistance to any com- 
mittments that would tie them to 
the kite of a Rtalinis Farmer-Labor 
Pary hoax in the 1936 elections. 
Nevertheless, even though they 
were presumably a minority in the 
convention, the Stalinists virtually 
shouted through a "substitute mo- 
tion'' by their spokesman, Weisman, 
worded in such a manner as to 
leave the door wide open for the 
C.P. agents in the W.A.A. to man- 
euver fhe organization into pre- 
cisely the position the Socialists do 
not want to take. How? Mainly 
because the Stalinists acted on the 
rule of every man as one, while the 
Socialists acted mainly on the rule 
of every man for himself. 
The War Question 

Similarly on the question of war. 
With trifling exceptions in formu- 
lation, the resolution originally 
drafted by some of the Militants in 
the W.A.A. was flawless from a 
working class standpoint It pledged 
the organization not to support the 
capitalist government of the U.S. 
in any war it may undertake, re- 
gardless pi who its allies may be. 

Now, this last clause is far from 
a trifle, for if you wish, it is around 
this "trifle" that the' Stalinists are 
already recruiting troops for 



French imperialism. Are the Stat- 
ists against imperialist war? Ab- 
solutely ! They will vote against it 
any day in the week and twice on 
Lenin's birthday. But, if the im- 
perialist government fights a war 
against another imperialist govern- 
ment in alliance with the Soviet 
Union, then, do you see, it is no 
longer an imperialist war. Or, if 
the "capitalist" government is al- 
lied with the Soviets in a war 
against another "capitalist" gov- 
ernment, the former somehow ceas- 
es to be "quite" a capitalist gov- 
ernment and its war is not ''quite" 
a capitalist war. 

Is this merely a question of pet- 
ty factional bickering between Stal- 
inists and Marxists? If it is, then 
at the same time it involves noth- 
ing less than the life of the labor 
movement, and literally, the lives 
of millions of workers in the world 
war to come, rt is such a "trifle" 
that the hawk-eyed Stalinists 
promptly pounced upon it, with the 
result that the phrase underlined 
above was deleted from the final 
draft of the resolution. The Stal- 
inists were vigilant, aggressive, or- 
ganized. The Militants were not, 
with the result that they ceded 
ground where they had no need to, 
where they should, instead, have 
advanced. 

The "Independents" 

The contrast of firmness and 
looseness, manifested in these two 
situations, was not absent in other 
convention fields. The Councils 
acted as a unit, as did the C.P. 
stooge organizations in the so- 
called "independent caucus" which 
was rigged and trained with all the 
cxpertness that comes from years 
of Stalinist training. The W.A.A, 
acted like anything but a unit in 
the convention, and the S. P. Mili- 
tants acted like anything hut a 
unit in the W.A.A. Result;- the 
work of the Stalinists was facili- 
tated, both politically and organiza- 
tionally. Kven flagrant (and char- 
acteristic!) acts of disloyalty of 
the Stalinists — such as was involved 
in the violation of agreement made 
on representation from the "inde- 
pendent caucus'' — could not be 
counteracted by the unorganised 
Socialists. 

This is not only an indication of 
the road that must still be trav- 
elled by the Left wing in the So- 
cialist Party — a road which the 
presence at the convention of splen- 
did rank and file workers gives 
high promise that they will take. 
But it is also a matter which jus- 
tifies apprehensions' about the 
course which the Stalinists will 
take in the immediate period to 
follow, during which arrangements 
arc to be completed for the holding 
of various unification conventions 
on state-wide scales. A repetition 
of what happened in Washington, 
on an even more injurious scale, 
is inevitable, unless its lessons are 
learned and steps are taken ac- 
cordingly, 

• • * 

The N.U.L. Delegation 

A word remains to be said about 
the ranks of the former N.U.L. Its 
delegation of close to 100 men and 
women from the field made an im- 
pressive showing, especially by the 
side of the — financially — infinitely 
more resourceful Stalinist Councils, 
wlin-r' convention had only a score 
more in attendance. A lamentable 
contrast to this showing was made 
by Arnold Johnson, former national 
secretary of the N.U.L. and belated 
con veil to Stalinism after months 
of protestations of fealty to the 
Fo.irl h International. Despite" all 
tin' C.P. support and Daily Worker 
ballyhoo behind him. Johnson was 
only able to muster a good baker's 
dov.en from nowhere in particular 
for his "convention," whieh prompt- 
ly dissolved into the "independent 
caucus." The business meeting of 
the former N.U.L,, after a report 
by a special investigating commit- 
tee which heard both Johnson and 
the loyal officers (liamuglia, Mc- 
Kinney. Selander ) , voted unani- 
mously to endorse the action of the 
o dicers mentioned in removing 
Johnson from office in the emer- 
igency he had created, and in join- 
ing forces with the Workers Alli- 
ance. 

The delegates present at the N.U. 
L. convention could count them- 
selves among the most devoted and 
experienced front-line fighters in 
the movement of the unemployed, 
and for that matter, in the labor 
movement generally. Their entry 
into the ranks of the united organ- 
ization, reinforced by the election 
onto the new National Executive 
Board of such well-known militants 
as Ted Selander of Toledo and Sam 
Gordon of AHentown, brings to the 
merged movement the best of the 
traditions of the National Unem- 
ployed League, the best oE its 
fighters, its experience, its ranks — 
constituting, all together, one, and 
not the least, of the guarantees for 
the great future of aggressive 
[struggle that the new Alliance has 
'before it. 
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Seamens 
Struggle 
Settled 

West Coast Unions Re- 

trea', But Employers 

Aims are Spiked 



By AR.NE SWABECK 

An intense struggle of. wide ram- 
ifications, precipitated by the opu- 
lent national shipping companies itnd 
waterfront employers associations, 
and involving issues of life or death 
to the Pacific Coast maritime unions, 
has dime to an end by joint agree- 
ment. The unions tumid themselves 
compelled to nuikc a retreat ; hut 
the shipping companies were I'rns 
trnled in their openly avowed :iim« 
to overturn the present militant 
leadership, which was fo be only a 
preliminary to the complete smash- 
ins of the unions. One may he sure, 
however, that these waterfront em- 
ployers have not at ail abandoned 
their aims. They are biding their 
time for a new opportunity. This 
epic struggle has come to an end 
only for the time being. 

It was long protracted, bitterly 
contested, at times smoldering, then 
out in the open and iinaiiy coming 
to a head during the last couple 
o weeks. Its wide ramifications 
involves many seemingly side issues 
which are nevertheless all inter- 
woven to form one of the intense 
dramas so typical of the American 
labor movement. Leaving aside for 
the moment the great San Francis- 
co general strike, which constitutes 
the background for the more recent 
events, it is necessary to mention 
only such outstanding questions as : 
Five Outstanding Questions 

Firstly: the hearings now taking 
place before Secretary of the De- 
partment of Commerce Koper and 
Secretary of the Dept. of Labor, 
Perkins, on the case of the sailors 
from the Panama Pacific liner Cali- 
fornia, whom Secretary Koper 
charged with insubordination and 
mutiny when they struck for their 
demands. 

Secondly : the case of a crew re- 
(Contbmcd on Page 2) 
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Red Scare 
Is Raised 
In Tampa 

Mimeograph Machine 

Becomes Threat to 

Civilization 



On the 50th Anniversary 
of May Day 



A N 



EDITORIAL 



By SIDNEY HERTZBERG 

KAEtTlrtV. Fht., April 1!) — A 
humble and somewhat dilapidated 
mimeograph machine with two im- 
portant parts missing became the 
sinis it weapon with whicii '"our 
Atiglu-SaNon civilization" was to be 
destroyed when 1'al Vvhilaker, 
chief counsel for the defense in the 
Tampa kidnapping murder trials, 
deiiuilcly revealed last week thai 
in' would n«c tin* cry of communism 
to justify the acts of the seven for- 
mer Tampa policemen now on trial 
for the false arrest and kidnapping 
:ni Kiigi'iisi v. I'oninot, Chairman of 
■ the Florida Workers Alliance 
| The iiaiticular segment of civil- 
i.ialiou ihnt Whitaker is striving to j 
preserve is usually guarded by the, 
j Kin Klnx Khin. an organization of 
I torturers and executioners that ex- 
eri is, s its civilizing influence on 
barbarians who try to organize ex- 
Hoi ted citrus workers, phosphate 
miners, longshoremen or unemploy- i 
ed. 

The Klan was performing this 
function last November 30 when po- 
lice raided a home in Tampa, ar- 
csli'd six men who were writing 
the by-laws of the Modern Dem- 
ocrats, a new progressive political 
cnalitlon, and mercilessly flogged 
three of them. Joseph Shoemaker 
died of the Hogging. 

Through the combined efforts of 
labor. Socialist, religions and civil 
liberties organizations, this brutal 
I ower has been challenged ; and 
now, for the first time in the his- 
tory of Florida, the Klu Klux Klan 
is standing trial. 

The questioning of veniremen 
dtid the first three days of testi- 
mony have clearly indicated the de- 
fense tactics Whitaker intends to 
f ol low. 

He has revived a sedition law 
passed 70 years ago during recon- 
< Continued on Page 2) 



Donkey and Elephant 
Gird for Election Sprve 

G.O.P. and Democrats Vie (or Privilege to Represent 
Capitalist Class and for . . . the Gravy 



By JOHN WEST 

The Donkey and the Elephant 
are now getting -their preliminary 
rub-downs in preparation for their 
formal entry into the world's great- 
est puppet show, the last act of 
which is scheduled for the first 
Tuesday after the first -Monday of 
November. The Nominating Con- 
ventions will lie held in June, and 
fiir tin' next six months the well 
paid imbli< ists will use their energy 
and money in trying to persuade the 
citizens of this country that their 
lives, liberties, and general hap- 
piness depend on marking the cross 
on the appropriate side of the bal- 
lot. 

The Election Campaign started 
this year earlier than usual. Its 
first big sun was fired by Roosevelt i !iis «' hi,e » (>rs <' "gain >* Baltimore 
if Ma iiinmii lfotca™ '" ride at the head of the nation's 



themselves by announcing a brand 
new Brain Trust all Iheir own — 
naturally non-partisan in character, 
whose public-spirited function it will 
be merely to demonstrate in the 
most objective scientific manner con- 
ceivable how Roosevelt is leading 
the country to destruction. They 
continue to observe that Marx reigns 
ai the guardian deity of New Deal 
Washington. The Democrats have 
more substantial weapons at hand 
for the counter-attack: they utilize 
the investigations of the Congres- 
sman] Committees to secure front- 
page agitation against the Tories, 
and to show the public that the 
Republicans plan to turn the go- 
vernment over openly to Morgan 
;aud DiiPont. Roosevelt mounted 



in the form of his Annual Message 
lo Congress, a proceedure which the 
Republicans ieit was a distinctly 
unprincipled abuse of the privileges 
of his office. The Republicans man- 
aged, however, to follow up during 
the next six weeks with a barrage 
o" grotesquely ghost-written speech- 
es by Hoover, a studiously mean- 
ingless statement by Landon, Tal- 
madge's ill-fated Grass Roots gath- 
ering, and n heavy offensive thru- 
out their press. Neatly padded 
statis'ics were issued weekly to 
show that the people were ready 
to throw New Deal policies on the 
gnrhage pile. 

Point, Counter-Point 

Thinks quieted down, to he re- 
vived on both sides during the past 
months. The Republicans surprise 



youth, and to promise once more se- 
curity for all. 

It Is, of course, a foregone con- 
clusion that Roosevelt will be re- 
nominated on the first ballot at the 
Democratic Convention. There will 
be a few squabbles over the wording 
of the plat orm, but in the end it 
will be worked out according to the 
Roosevelt pattern. The Annual 
Message and the Baltimore address 
make clear what this will be: 
Roosevelt will lean back on the 
N'i'w Deal slogans of his first ram- 
I'iiJan, and will appeal to the voters 
on the basis of the "left" promises 
which he is so gracious in formu- 
lating. The old melody needs little 
tuning up: denunciation of the 

(Continued on Page 2) 



T'HK tradition of May Day Is a tradition of 
militant mass action. On this day the 
proletarian prisoners of capitalism assert 
their right .to act as free men and women. 
Defying the discipline of their bosses, all class- 
conscious workers lay down their tools; quit 
tiien' places at the machine; and emerge from 
factory and worshop to assemble in unified 
ranks with their comiades in the streets. The 
■ j.. -v.es> who march on May Day herald the time 
tv m n they will storm the Bastille of capital- 
ism ; overthrow their exploiters and oppres- 
sors; an.l construct the socialist society that 
.nil u>her in a new epoch of peace and progress 
for all mankind. 

The holiday of workers the work! over, May 
-<*._i iius a special significance lor the Ameri- 
can working class. Here the idea of setting 
j.side the day as the workers' own was first 
proposed. Here on May Day, 188U thousands 
of workers thronged the streets in a mighty 

i'ir;isii atioii for the eight-hour day, a warn- 
ing flash of proletarian power so terrifying 
that it drove the magnates of capital to inrticf 
their brutal retaliation upon the martyrs of 
Haymarket. 

This May Day marks the fiftieth anniver- 
sary of that memorable demonstration. There 
could be n;> more appropriate occasion to re- 
view file results of labor's struggle for emanci- 
pation; to celebrate its victories; and, above 
all, to assimilate the lessons of its defeats. 

"Proletarian revolutionists," wrote Marx, 
"c.iiticize themselves ceaselessly and interrupt 
themselves constantly in their own course. 
They return to what has already been accom- 
plished in order to begin it again and deride 
with ruthless thoroughness the half-hearted- 
ness, weakness, and wretchedness of their first 
r.ttempts. They appear to throw their adver- 
sary to the ground only in order that he should 
draw renewotl strength from the earth and rise 
ag/'in still more powerfully before them. They 
recoil again and again from the uncertain and 
tremendous nature of their own aims until a 
situation is created which makes retreat im- 
possible and the circumstances themselves cry 
out: 'Hie Rhodus, hie salta!' " 
* * * 

The prophetic insight of these words, writ- 
ten in 1851, has been confirmed a hundred 
times over in the history of the revolutionary 
movement of the past fifty years. What a 
terribly steep and winding mountain road the 
proletariat has had to travel during that 
period I Every advance toward its goal of 
. (ration from wage-slavery has been followed 
by a corresponding retreat; for cverv two steps 
forward the movement has been compelled to 
U'.ke one step backward. Whole generations 
'»ave exhausted their energies and expended 
their blood in the struggle. Three internation- 
al organizations, and now a fourth, have been 
needed to lead the working class in its cam- 
paign against the citadels of world capital. 

And yet, toilsome and tortuous as the as- 
cent has heen, in spite of the severe setbacks 
suffered time and again, the labor movement 
!■■' ■ ;..cne steadily foiward. The ground lost 
"frer each defeat has been recovered in the 
nevt assault — and more added- Capitalist 
society is doomed. 

Kach of the three Internationals represents 
a landmark in the historical progress of the 
workinrr class. Kach has given its name and 
political program to a particular epoch. Each 
has in its turn lifted the revolutionary van- 
"iia,"' 1 to a higher level of organization, theory, 
and struggle, and then collapsed — with the ex- 
ception of the First — under the colossal bur- 
"ens of leadership imposed upon them. 

The First International gave to the rising 
proletariat for the> first time a scientific pro- 
gram of revolution and a world banner. The 
crushing of the Paris Commune, the imma- 
turity of the working class, and its lack of a 
mass base led to its collapse. Its successor 
reunited the scattered sections of the working 
class during the Golden Age of imperialist 
expansion into a powerful international body, 
numr-erin** millions of members, and prepared 
them for joint action against their exploiters. 



But when the imperialist war exploded, the 
opportunism which had been ripening within 
the upper circles of the Second International 
bore its bitter fruit. Overnight the leaders of 
the Social Democracy turned into social-patri- 
ots and dragooned the disoriented masses of 
their respective countries into the imperialist 
slaughter on the side of their masters. 
* * * 

Only a handful of revolutionists with I.enin 
at their head resisted the patriotic torrent and 
remained true to the principles of revolution- 
ary internationalism. In the first months of 
I he war Lenin proclaimed the .necessity of 
hi taking with the betrayers of the Second In- 
f;" national; of turning the imperialist war 
into civil v.ar; of building the Third Interna- 
tional. With these slogans as a guide, tfie 
ilolshevik paity under I.enin and Trotsky led 
I he Hessian workers to victory over their owr 
I ourgeoi.-'ie; heat back the counter-revolution; 
and reconstituted the revolutionary vanguard 
under the banner of the Third International. 

For five years the battalions of the Third 
International conducted an heroic struggle for 
the overthrow of the bourgeoisie. With the 
turn in the revolutionary ti ie following 
the defeat of the German workers in 1923, 
it fell victim to the post-war political 
tcaction, which gave a new lease of life to the 
^'ocial-Deir ocracv an 1 found its consummate 
expression within the Soviet Union in Stalin's 
theory of "socialism in one country." The 
history of the Third International under Stalin 
is an unbroken record of retreat and defeat- 
culminating in Hitler's victory. The Third 
International has become nothing more than 
a pawn in the diplomatic deals of the Soviet 
bureaucracy with its imperialist allies. 

Today the world trembles on the brink of 
a second world war. All the great powers are 
prrnin!* themselves to the teeth. Their states- 
men no longer pretend that the conflict can be 
avoided; their only questions are when, where, 
ani hetween whom will it break out? How soon 
will we be drawn in? 

Its attitude toward the impending war is 
the acid test of every political party in the 
kho>- movement. The leaders of the Second 
International are prepared to repeat their 
traditional role and once again send the work- 
ers into slaughter at their masters* command. 
This time they have found worthy allies and 
■"•'scinlcs in the leaders of the Third Interna- 
tional, who have already declared that the 
workers of France, Czecho-Slovakiay and the 
United States must suspend the class struggle 
nnri support their capitalist governments in 
case it is allied, or may be allied, with the 
Soviet Union. 

* * « 

The unconditional defense of the Soviet 
Union is the duty of every revolutionist. The 
only real defense of the Soviet Union is a rev- 
olutionary defense. This has nothing in com- 
mon with the present policy of the Soviet 
Union in staking all upon its deals with its 
imperialist allies and nothing upon the power 
of the world proletariat. We sav, on the con- 
trary, that the onlv reliable ally of the Soviet 
Union is the international proletariat. Now 
^s ever the task of the workers in every capi- 
talist country is to overthrow its own ruling 
class. "The main enemy s in our own country." 

To go forward it is necessary to return to 
the it'eas of Marx and Lenin. The emancipa- 
tion of the working class can be accomplished 
only through its own revolutionary action. 
The indispensable instrument for that action 
in our erjoch is the Fourth International. Just 
as the red International of Lenin was forged 
■n struggle against the social-patriots of the 
Second International, so its successor must he 
f uilt in struggle against both the Second and 
Third. 

Such is the meaning of Mav Dav to those 
internationalists who remain loyal to the 
teachings of Marx and Lenin. A"ain«t the 
social-patriots of the Second and Third Inter- 
nationals! For the regrourjin? of the revolu- 
♦■onarv vanguard under the banner of the 
Fo'irth International ! 



New York Labor to 
Unite in Huge Parade 

All Political Tendencies Combine for First Time 

in Years; Only Bankrupt Old Guard and 

Labor Bureaucrats Sabotage 

By MARTIN ABERN 

On Friday, May 1, 1936, New York City will witness ami take part 
in the largest and greatest May Day celebration and demonstration 
in many a year. A far large*- number an<| variety of labor and ix*lit- 
ieal organizations are participating in the vast parade that will march 
for many hours, with hands playing, floats and banners by Hie many 
thousands, through the streets of New York, hailing labor's solidarity. 

Fer thel first time in many years; since 1919 in fact, numerous 
political tcntlenvies of labor will march tt&etlier, proclaiming com- 
mon cause against the capitalist system. The Communist Tarty 
<Sta. mists), the Workers Party ("Trotskyist"), the Socialist Party 
(Militant Socialists) and pther political bodies and large numbers of 
labor unions, fraternal and wor kens' organizations of varying kind, 

are an: -as the \t:\i fieinating' bodies on this May Day. 

— <j> The tabor movement of New 

_^ . . York as a whole, its official Central 

Two Negro 
Boys Framed 
m Arkansas 

Protest Must Stay Hang- 
man's Hand Ac'ing on 
Planters O ders 



(Special to the New Militant) 
By JAMES EVANS 

BDYTHEVILLE, Arkansas— The 
vengeance of the planters has fallen 
u, xm two young Negro workers 
falsely accused of rape. The Ar- 
kansas officials are answering the 
untireakable solidarity of white and 
Negro share-croppers with a frame- 
up whose sole purpose is to divert 
united militancy into racial preju- 
dice. 

These vicious gentlemen of the 
South have been uneasy ever since 
two successful strikes of the cotton 
pickers. Things look bad for the 
plantation system when whites and 
Negroes who gather in the same 
leaky cabins and begin to talk over 
matters. Red-baiting appeals have 
failed; the croppers know only that 
the landlords keep crooked books 
and that their kids never have 
shoes. Desperately, the gentlemen 
hiive resorted unsuccessfully to 
evictions, floggings, kidnappings, ! icii n 
and »jail sentences to smash the 
fighting Southern Tenant Farmers' 
Union. 

Planter "Justice" 
The rape charges preferred 
against Bubbles Clayton and Jim 
X. Carnthers are the last cards be- 
ing played against the tenants. 
Somebody, maybe a drunken crony, 
grazed 'lie scalp „Z S-*iu>rif* C.u.-- 
ence Wilson, not long ago. >Vllson, 
already down on the two unem- 
ployed Negro youths, at first arrest- 
ed them for this "crime." The sher- 
iff is the same gentleman who 
drove Norman Thomas out of Ar- 
kansas. 

When Wilson took the boys to 
j;ii!. he proceeded to give theim the 
(liird decree in approved Arkansas 
fusliidii. Clubs, gun boots, and 
kicks i\ ere administered to the 
yonlhs in an effort .to make them 
■ onfess to shooting the sheriff. The 
boys' clothes became literally caked 
with blood, so that the rags in 
which they were clad stuck to their 
bodies. 

After the hoys had been removed 
'i> Tucker Prison Farm and placed 
in the deaih cell, a white prostitute, 
(Continued on Page 2) 



NEW ADDRESS 

Comrades, friends and sym- 
pathizers arc requested to take 
note of the new address of the 
New Militant, New Interna- 
•cnil rn'f.the Workers Party 
which is now: 

100 FIFTH AVENUE 

ROOM 1010 

NEW YORK CITY 

Please address all corres- 
pondence to the above. 



I,iibor b :d.v, i'tt:. are not yet taking 
part directly or oMicially in a com- 
mon May Dn.v demonstration, but 
Hie more advanced and increasing 
eliiKs-foiis<ii>ns and radii al forces 
•>f New York I.:ibor have at last es- 
tablished a United Front for May 
Day, ]!«(!. Hence, this May Day 
represents marked progress in the 
development of labor solidarity and 
the united Iront on specific issues 
and slogans. 

Tfie S.P. Old Guard 

There are, nevertheless, import- 
ant influences hampering the soli- 
dilication of labor's ranks this May 
Day. The S.P. Old Guard, for one, 
vociferously attack the United 
Froni May Day Committee and call 
upon workers not to participate in 
[he parade and demonstration. But 
these elements only continue the re- 
iictionary role they have been play- 
ing in the tabor movement for 
years. Today they try to divide 
labor's ranks on Labor's May Day. 
Today they attack the frndament&I 
tenets of the great Russian Revolu- 
tion and hail only the backward 
forces and processes which Stalin 
and his degenerated bureaucracy 
have set into motion against bona 
iide Bolshevism, as exemplified by 
Lenin and Trotsky. 

Tomorrow these Old Guard So- 
cialists (Oneal and Co.) and others 
of like ilk will demonstrate their 
extreme treachery by calling upon 
the American working class to sup- 
port actively any war which Amer- 
imperialism proclaims. But 
that is the function of the Old 
Guard or reactionary socialism as 
against the policies of revolutionary- 
socialism ; and against the Old 
Guard's treachery on May Day and 
all the lime, there can only be war 
to the end. 

The Okl Guard's anti-Sovietism 
fs expressed in their effort today to 
break the May Day United Front 
Naturally, the slogan lor the un- 
conditional defense oi the Soviet 
Union against any form of imper- 
ialist attack is a major slogan of 
the United Front May Day ; this 
slogan represents a heart-felt de- 
sire of every militant and class-con- 
scious worker, and on May Day 
they want to assert this widely and 
demonstratively. The Old Guard on 
this May Day tience concretely ex- 
presses its anti-Rovieiism and anti- 
working class character by their 
sab't-ige of a united May Day dem- 
onstration. 

I!nt additional iorces (0 1 d 
flmrd Socialists and others) also 
arc trying to hold back the urge for 
united action and solidarity on May 
Day i>\ the workers. It must be ad- 
mitted that these elements are suc- 
ceeding in some measure in block- 
ing nni'ed ranks on May Day here, 
but more and more o' their follow- 
ing hesitate or do not listen to th.tr 
false counsel. 

Three major unions of New York 
City, the International Ladies Gar- 
ment Workers, the Amalgamated 
C'o'hing workers and the Millinery 
Workers Unions, speaking through 
their officialdom, are also doing all 
they can to disrupt the forces of la- 
bor, to crack the growing numbers 
and unity of labor on May Day. 
These unions have organised a dem- 
onstration at the Polo Grounds for 
May Day and are oposed to the 
United Front or May Day achieved 
(Continued on Page 2) 



PACE 2 



NEW MILITANT 



SATURDAY, APRIL 25, 1936 



Coast Unions Withstand Bosses Attack 



-s>- 

( Continued trom Page 1) 
fusing to man the freighter Oregon 
at Los Angeles because it was laden 
with aviation gasoline destined for 
Italian Somallland. 

Thirdly: the organization of the 
Maritime Federation on the Pacific 
Coast, uniting all the maritime 
unions in common action and in- 
spiring to a solidarity hitherto un- 
known. An organization Justly 
feared by the shipping companies 
and whose example spread to the 
Gulf ports resulting in the setting 
up of a similar federation there. 

Fourthly: the question of wages 
and working conditions established 
in the Pacific Coast ports, superior 
to those prevailing on the water- 
fronts anywhere else in the country. 
And most important in this connec- 
tion, the union control of manning 
the ships and handling the cargo 
through joint "hiring halls", these 
representing the gains that resulted 
from the San Francisco general 
strike, enforced by the vigilance of 
an active leadership nnd by the un- 
paralleled militancy of the rank 
and file. 

Fiftiy, and lastly, we have here a 
case of the most vicious, the most 
sinister and the most rotten con- 
nivance of corrupted high paid 
national officials with the shipping 
companies, sometimes using govern- 
ment agents as intermediaries, the 
former operating by the methods of, 
circumventing strikes, threatening 
expulsions and actual expulsions of 
whole locals, herding scabs to man 
ships in Eastern ports and giving 
them union cards in order to help 
break the courage, the militancy 
and the very existence of the Pac- 
ific Coast unions. 
Frisco Lota] Target for Attack 
Tn these most recent events (.he 
■San Francisco longshoremen's local 
BS-79, of which Harry Bridges is 
president, became the direct tar- 
get. The Grace Company liner 
Santa Itosa had been picketed in 
New York for failure to comply 
with union conditions but it se- 
cured, with the help of the top un- 
ion officials a crew from the Great 
Lakes which was spuriously sup- 
plied with union cards. Arriving 
at Ean Pedro it was again picketed 
by the Maritime Federation and 
subsequently diverted to the San 
Francisco port, which the avowed 
threat of the employers' "to force 
n showdown." The longshoremen's 
union considered the Santa Rosa 
as carrying "hot cargo," and, there- 
fore, not to be unloaded, and insis- 
ted on an examination of the crew's 
union cards. 

Immediately the Waterfront Em- 
ployers' Association countered by 
breaking off relations with local 
38-79. The opportunity the bosses 
had waited for had come. All 
members of the Employers Associ- 
ation were advised not to order any 



a thorn in the sides of the latter 
and they were determined to move 
heaven and earth to have it 
smashed. 

The Attack Fails 

So far, however, this attempt has 
failed. All the carefully laid plans 
and all the dastardy connivance . ot 
the reactionary national officials 
with the employers could not break 
the maritime unions on the Pacific 
Coast. In the most splendid man- 
ner they all rallied to make com- 
mon cause against the combined 
attack. The Central Labor Coun- 
cils of Seattle, of San Francisco 
and smaller cities voted full sup- 
port to the longshoremen, even 
local reactionaries did not dare op- 
pose it. The Maritime Federation 
of the Pacific Coast voted full sup- 
!>ort as did numerous local unions 
up and down the coast. Still the 
longshoremen's union had to make 
a retreat and consent to a stipula- 
tion being written into the agree- 
ment signed before the federal ad- 
ministrator. Judge M. C. Sloss, by 
which it gives up its right to job 
action and pledges itself to handle 
"hot cargo" while disputes are re- 
ferred to the judge (or settlement. 
This is a serious retreat and it 
calls to mind the fact that Harry 
Bridges has once before caused 
strained relations with the other 
maritime unions when advising 
them to refrain from "job action." 
If should be clearly understood, 
however, that the Pacific Coast un- 
ions were compelled to make this 
retreat essentially because of the 
conniving treachery between the 
employers and such officials as Jo- 
seph P. Ry:m of the International 
Lon^sijorc men's Ul.ioji and Victor 
Olancier, Paul Schnrrenberg and 
A;ifl:e\r Fnrnseth of the Interna- 
ini'>.'! Sailor's Union. The mari- 
'ime miens of the Pacific Coast 
have attained an advanced position 
liy their militant methods of -strug- 
gle ;ib well as in regard to condi- 
tions puned. For these reasons 
they rnd to bear the brunt, of fh'> 
ftt tack and hear lr alone. And r. 
is ii foregone conclusion that foi 
them to maintain this position it 
is necessary that the maritime un- 
ions, particularly in the East, be 
similarly organized and establish a 
far greater degree of cohesion and 
solidarity. 

The dramatic events of this pro- 
tracted Pacific Coast struggle can 
best he understood when related in 
chronological order. At the same 
time each one of them contain les- 
sons necessary for militant union- 
ists tw assimilate if they are to be 
on guard in future events. In prac- 
tically every instance we see re- 
flected the conflict between the old 
school of corrupted trade union 
leadership and the newly awakened 
rank and file militancy. But in its 
broader implications, it is the con- 



coiiditions on the waterfront. The 
longshoremen gained the six-hour 
day with a wage scale of K> cents 
per hour and $1.40 for overtime. 
Subsequently all other maritime 
workers made gains. The sailors 
established a wage scale of $tS2.50 
per month, the stewards $50.00 per 
month which compares to the tower 
rate on the East Coast of $57.50 
and $45.00 for these two crafts re- 
spectively. According to the new 
award all cases of, dispute were to 
be handled by the local Labor Re- 
lations Committee, and in the event 
of disagreement to be referred to 
Judge Sloss for arbitration. One 
of the important and at the same 
time one of the most bitterly con- 
tested gains for the workers, con- 
fined In this award, was the pro- 
vision for all hiring of crews to 
take place through "hiring halls" 
jointly operated. Through this 
medium the unions were able to 
exercise almost complete control 
over hiring and firing of crewa. Of 
course, it should be remembered, 
that all of these gains were made 
only after a whole series of strug- 
gles consciously aimed at an im- 
mediate goal. 

Gains Consolidated 

Following np these gains the 
unions further strengthened their 
position enormously by organizing 
the Maritime Federation of the 
Pacific Coast, embracing all of the 
maritime unions and counting a 
lotal of 35.000 members. Ordinari- 
ly there would not be anything 
sta.rlling lor A. F. of L. unions of 
related cmfts within one indiisi.-v 



Following their acceptance of 
the federal award the employers 
confined themselves to guerilla war- 
fare, but only In preparation for 
their day of the general offensive. 
This assumd varied forms. In one 
instance sailors were commanded 
to unload steam schooners at a 
scale of 95 cents an hour. The sail- 
to circumvent the longshoremen's 
scale of 9' cents an hour. The sail- 
ors refused, so the employers had 
to hire longshoremen, but they 
would subsequently tie up the 
schooners, leaving them lying idle 
in the ports ; first dozens of them, 
later scores. Petty violations of 
the provisions of the award were 
common occurrences. Ships carry- 
ing "hot cargo'' called at the ports 
right along while a hue and cry 
went up against the workers' re- 
fusal to unload them. But in all 
these situations the workers also 
learned how to resort to a special 
kind of job action through what 
was popularly called "quickie" 
strikes. They met the strategy of 
guerilla warfare rather effectively. 

Ail the time the employers pre- 
pared for the showdown. The local 
Chambers of Commerce, t£e Hearst 
press and the radio loud speakers 
blared out their shouts for a show- 
down while ati important part of 
tin' plans were concocted right in 
the international union offices. 

Joseph P. Ryan, the president of 
(he I.L.A., had bungled things for 
the bureaucrats during the coast- 
wide strike when he failed to carry 
a single vote for his outrageous 
settlement proposals. He was al- 



io combine in the establishment of ^ndy badly discredited on -the Pac- 
a federation. This lias been a long 
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hiring halls were made the center 
of the attack. Through them the 
unions were able -to regulate the 
hiring of crews so that each re- 
ceived its proper share of the work 
available and the unions were also 
enabled to prevent any effective 
blacklisting by tiie employers. Na- 
turally, such an institution became 



dustry and their labor lieutenants 
pitted against an advanced section 
of the working class. 

The Strike Award 

Out of the San Francisco general 
s'rike grew the special award of the 
National Longshoremen's Board 
providing for the present working 



established practice by the various 
departments already in existence, 
comprising the building trades, the 
metal trades, the printing trades 
and others. But after tiie lessons 
■>i the general strike, which had 
brought forward a determined 
leafclership in the local maritime 
unions, and in fear of a rising tide 
of militancy, the top bureaucrats 
took an entirely different view of 
the matter. 

The newly gained cohesiveness 
made the workers conscious of 
their organized power which they 
did not hesitate to use. Ships witn 
non-union crews, or with cargo 
loaded anywhere by scabs, found 
difficulties in every Pacific port. 
While the federation is in no sense 
as fully effective as an industrial 
union It did ineulcaite a high de- 
gree of solidarity and unity of ac- 
tion all along the coast. Even as a 
mere step In that direction it he- 
came a splendid tribute to the idea 
or industrial unionism. From the 
point of i iew of the employers this 
r.i: nation appeared ever more des- 
perate. The business revival began 
to make its way ; profits showed 
new and excellent prospects, but- 
icssod by the enormous government 
ship subsidies, and lo and behold, 
the workers on the waterfronts 
and on the ships insisted, through 
Itieir unions, upon their modest 
share as specified by the federal 
award. They insisted on union con- 
trol of working conditions. The 
maritime unions had become a 
■•owerfnl force. 



ilic Coast. So the gentlemen re- 
'I'iving the high salaries in the 
sailors' union. Paul .Scharrouberg 
and Victor Olander, came to the 
rescue of the employers when help 
rom these labor lieutenants was 
needed the most. Paul Scharren- 
borg. who was often denounced by 
Tom Mooney as one of his jailers, 
had himself been expelled T'im the 
sailors' union of the Pacific be- 
cause of his treacherous activities 
during the tanker strike. Victor 
Olander, one of the left-overs of 
the old Gompers' regime, required 
a good deal of his training in the 
kind of politics where an opponent 
is never met openly until all the 
traps are securely set. At the I.S. 
U. convention in January, when 
serious disputes on the Pacific 
Coast were in a deadlock, these 
two gentlemen appeared to admin- 
ister their blow. 

Unison Charter Bevoked 

The sailors' union of the Pacific 
Coast was indicted for having re- 
fused to unload the steam schoon- 
ers at 29 cents an hour, for having 
combined with other unions in the 
Maritime Federation and for hav- 
ing taken into its ranks members 
o.' the dissolved Marine Workers 
Industrial Union. The sailors' un- 
ion on the Pacific Coast was ex- 
peiled and its funds tied up in 
court litigation. What was the 
purpose of this action? Here we 
will lei the New York Times, which 
carries "all the news fit to print," 
give the answer. In its issue of 
January 31. George P. West re- 



ported from San Francisco on th* a new advance. 



"staggering blow to the hitherto 
victorious maritime unions" by tie* 
charter revocation. He added : 

"Shipowners are jubilant as they 
abandon carefully laid plans to lay 
up all ships early in February and 
thereby lockout sailors and long- 
shoremen as a final desperate ex- 
pedient in combatting the militant 
leadership of Harry Bridges and 
his allies. Instead they now an- 
nounce they will wait until the 
I.S.U. has organized a new Pacific 
Coast unit. 

"If the local leadership re.'uses 
to recognize the new union and 
work cargo the responsibility will 
be transferred to the men and the 
issue fought out as a strike instead 
of a lockout." 

"We've Got the Men!* 

Matters did not work out entirely 
in this fashion, and chiefly because 
of the fact that the bureaucrats of 
the r.S.U. ailed tn their nefarious 
scheme. They did not rally any of 
the sailors on the Pacific Coast to 
their banner. It turned out to be 
as stated by Earl King, one of the 
leaders of the Maritime Federation: 
"They've got the charter, we've got" 
the men." The Maritime Federa- 
tion stood its ground and remained 
solid so the employers had to 
change their strategy and move for 
the showdown precipitated by them 
selves when they broke oil! rela- 
tions with longshoremen's local 38- 
70 on April 14. 

This long protracted struggle is 
now settled — nt least for the time 
being. The shipping companies 
and the waterfront employers have 
once again experienced the power 
of labor when well organized and 
;uvcn militant leadership. They 
have also experienced a new les- 
Noii, namely that they cannot en- 
tirely depend upon the top bureau- 
crats, he they ever so corrupted, 
once the rank and tile workers have 
licome conscious of the despicable 
role these individuals play. To the 
workers it should have become In- 
creasingly clear that real gains are 
made only through conscious strug- 
gle and when their organisations 
are made a means tor this purpose. 

Significance of the Retreat 

But the retreat embodied in the 
present agreement leaves the Paci- 
fic Coast maritime unions in a 
weakened position. The pledge to 
handle "hot cargo" can become 
extremely dangerous and can easily 
serve as a treacherous means to- 
ward the breaking up of the soli- 
darity and the organization at- 
tained, not only on the Pacific 
Coast, but elsewhere. Under no con- 
ditions can the unions afford to 
agree to handle "hot cargo" of the 
kind that is actually loaded by 
scabs under the conditions of a 
strike in other ports. That would 
men<n the giving up of the very 
right to an organization. 

But. as stated at the outset in 
this article, (he key to the problem 
remains the organization for com- 
mon action in all the ports In the 
country. The establishment of the 
Maritime Federation of the Gulf 
Coast district embracing about 10,- 
OliO maritime workers is one im- 
portant step in this direction. When 
followed up on the Eastern coast, 
regardless of the opposition of the 
reactionary bureaucrats, the re- 
treat made can again be turned into 



]\ew York Labor Lnites 
for Monster Parade 



(Continued from Page 1) 
by the participating bodies. They 
stand opposed to the great parade 
that will take place on May Day 
with or without the official support 
of these powerful unions. It would 
be the greatest error to give up the 
street parade of hundreds of thou- 
sands of workers in order to have, 
instead, a polite gathering at the 
Polo Grounds, interspersed with a 
few innocuous or labor-dividing 
speeches and sporting events. The 
United Front May Day Committee 
has correctly rejected such a de- 
mand. The parade through the 
streets is the manner to emphasize 
and mobilize Labor's increasing sol- 
idarity and understanding of its 
problems on this historic day. 

The officialdom and lackeys of 
the A.CW.. I.L.G.W, and Millinery 
Unions have endeavored in the lo- 
cal unions to have the membership 
declare for participation only in the 
I'olo Grounds meeting and to de- 
clare against marching on May Day 
with the United Front These at- 
tempts to sabotage the mobilization 
of labor's organized ranks have 
been sharply rejected by the larg- 
est locals of these tfnions. They will 
march in the United Front demon- 
stration and also later take part In 
the Polo Grounds affair, thus try- 
ing, if possible, to cement labor uni- 
fy on May Day despite the official 
edicts and aims of the anion official- 
dom. 

The leaders and sponsors of the 
I'olo Grounds "celebration", the 
heads of three major New York 
unions, are allegedly progressive 
leaders of labor, even "socialists", 
who want a Labor Party; they are 
"class -conscious' — especially .for 
Franklin D. Rooseelt. Yes, they are 
even outstanding leaders of a major 
movement for industrial unionism, 
the Committee for Industrial Or- 
ganization — Dubinsky, Zarifsky. 
Hiliman, et al. But they are play- 
ing the bosses' game, they are play- 
ing a backward game in trying to 
divide the ranks of labor on May 
Day; by their hope and aim to di- 
minish, if they cannot break up, 
the forthcoming gigantic United 
Front May Pay demonstration. 
These sponsors of the Polo Grounds 
turn-out show their real "progres- 
sive' color by their open, declared 
support of Roosevelt, the Democrat- 
ic president, for the 1936 national 
elections. These are the Judases of 
labor on May Day and every other 
day. It is even said by many that 
these progressive and "socialist" 
leaders In these unions may try to 
turn this allegedly May Day Aifair 
at the Polo Grounds into a demon- 
stration on behalf of Roosevelt. 

The policy of the United Front 
May Day Committee is to endeavor 
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Tories, of the selfish lew, of those 
who would rob the people of their 
liberties ; concern for the common 
man ; the great alms of social se- 
curity and nelghborliness ; protec- 
tion and aid for agriculture; 
against the corruptions of the 
mighty ; for a true peoples' govern- 
ment. An admirable program, in 
short, for a genuine People's Front. 
The Democrats are abandoning hope 
of toning down the attacks in the 
Republican press, since they find 
that every publicly avowed protesta- 
tion of friendship tor big business 
only spurs the Republicans to new 
heights. They are falling back, 
there ore, into a purer form of 
demagogy. 

The Republican Scramble 
The Republicans have a some- 
what more difficult, and less reward- 
ing task. They are confronted with 
a most undignified scramble for the 
Presidential nomination. I.andon, 
Borah, Knox, and Hoover are now 
in the lead, with Landon out in 



American tradtlon, and that the 
great task before us is to prevent, 
the tyranny of the state over the 
individual, to guard our cherished 
liberties from socialistic regimenta- 
tion, and to oust the soviet irom the 
White House. They will then go on 
lo show that this means a sound 
muuelary system, balancing of the 
federal budget, ending of corruption 
and extravagance, and a cessation 
o. interference with legitimate busi- 
ness. 

Aim of the G. 0. P. Struggle 
It can hardly be thought, how- 
ever, that the Republicans seriously 
believe that they have a chance iu 
November. Every indication is for 
it decisive victory for Roosevelt. 
The struggle ior Republican nom- 
ination, therefore, is largely a strug- 
gle for control of the Republican 
Party machinery and what this can 
bring apart .rom actual possession 
of the Federal Administration 
And, «part from this, the Republi- 
caii/ntinpaign will be rim not s:i 
much to try to secure election as 



front at the mom. -nt. Landon, how- j ;,, put continuous pressure on Koose- ; 
ever, is suffering irom the too ar- , 
dent kiss «f Hearst, and none of 
these four seem to have s-f Relent 
support lo secure nomination on an 
early ballot. The old-line politi- 
cians maintain tisht control o.' the 
Convention through the device of 
having "i:n ins true ted delegates" 
elected from most of the states ; 
and it is not Improbable that they 
will engineer the notntnejion o ' a 
compromise dark horse — perhaps 
Vandenl>erg of Michigan, or Steiwer 
of Oregon, the latter of whom has 
been selected as the Keynoter for 
the Convention. 

Tin* Itepublicans will have some- 
what more trouble than the Demo- 
crats tiver the wording o ? their 
platform, particularly because of 
(he strategic position In which 
Borah may find himself. As a con- 
cession to Borah, they will no doubt 
take care to point out that the Re- 
publican Party is the genuinely 
liberal party in terms of the true 



veil to prevent him from gotihl;;j 
too far out of line with the aims of j 
I lie industrialists and financiers 
back of the Republican Party; an 
object which is not so difficult when 
it is remembered that these aims 
correspond in all important respects 
with the aims o^ the industrialists 
and financiers back of the Democ- 
ratic Party. 

It is hardly necessary to point 
out that, words and slogans aside, 
in their concrete significance, pro- 
grams and activities, there is at the 
present time no important differ- 
ence between the two parties. They 
both represent, from top to bottom, 
the fundamental social interests of 
I he big bourgeoisie, of finance-cap- 
ital. The axis of the aims of each 
is simply to keep capitalism going, 
with the largest possible percentage 
of its fruits going to the bour- 
geoisie. 

On the central question confront- 
ing the United States (and every 



other) government — the war ques- 
tion — there is no dispute even in 
words between the two parties. 
Both see the next war approaching 
rapidly and inevitably, and plan 
to have the United States in a posi- 
tion to enter it in its tater stages to 
reap the largest reward from the 
re-di vision of the world. Roosevelt 
has successfully carried through the 
largest peace-time armament budget 
in the history of this or any other 
country ; and no Republican cry 
for economy has ever mentioned the 
armament expenditures. Even the 
D. A. R. and Hearst have recently 
cruised Roosevelt in public for his 
devotion to the "national de ense", 
and on this subject there are no 
stricter judges. 

Differences Superficial 

Doubtless the two parties differ 
to some degree in the details of 
their sc-hi mes for managing the po- 
litical asiiect of the great bourgeois 
business o, exploiting the masses. 
For example, there is more senti- 
ment for iiirott relief as opposed to 
work relief in the Republican than 
in the Democratic Party. Never- 
'heless, the difference here also is 
! bu'gely on the sur ace. Both are 
[agreed that relief should be kept as 
! tow as is compaiibie with the pre- 
- vention of too much ni:iss resent- 
| ii)"i!t. The le i\ blii-ans talk more 
:i'-'jui a "balaiuid budget '; but 
they, like Roosevelt, are not willing 
o levy sufficient new taxation to 
attain it; and there are as many 
inflationists among the Republicans 
as among the Democrats. The dif- 
ferences In general tariff policy be- 
tween the two parties have disap- 
peared; and there remains only in-- 
dlvidual deals on tariffs involving 
individual backers of the respective 
parties. The Democrats have, it is 
true, a more aggressive farm policy ; 
but this is largely an ideological 
di ference — one of the differences in 
the means by which the two try to 
maintain their mass bases, rather 
ban any fundamental cleavage. 

There was once a day when these 
two parties faced each other with 
lines sharply drawn, when they 
presented themselves to the country 
as the political representatives of 
two mortally opposed classes to- 
gether with their subordinate allies. 
Through them the slaveholders of 



the South fought it out against the 
industrial isrs and merchants of the 
Ft i st. But this Issue required a 
Civil War, not merely an election, 
to settle. And as a necessary part 
o" -that mighty struggle for state 
power, the Republican Party was 
led to wipe, out utterly the class 
which opposed it, first in part by 
arms, and then by uprooting the 
social basis upon which it was con- 
stituted. In the succeeding years 
the bourgeoisie consolidated its vic- 
tory, and finance-capital replaced 
tiie Industrialists and merchants. 

The Only Major Straggle 
Henceforth the only major social 
struggle is between imper lulls fin- 
ance-capital and the proletariat. 
This struggle is not yet. however, 
reflected to any important extent 
in the parliamentary domain, and 
cannot be directly expressed in any 
ivissihle contest between the Repub- 
'i::an and Democratic parlies. Con- 
sequently, -the masses, in choosing 
between them, have only the ques- 
' ion— as Marx expressed it — o 
which group of brigands the 1 ' shall 
elect to take the lead for fo*T years 
in exploiting them. 

Never I heless, even Ihe electoral 
contest between these two parties 
is not withoiit social signi.icanee. 
For one tiling, the business of go- 
vernment has become the biggest 
of all businesses, and there is a 
genuine rivalry in determining who 
■shall have the right to its profits. 
Hut much more important than this, 
the elections are a major means for 
spreading illusions among the mass- 
es, for preventing the masses from 
understanding what the true issues 
■if modern soeiety actually are. Ex- 
aggerating the appearance of dif- 
ferences between the two parties 
aids the bourgeoisie in sustaining 
Ihe belief on the part of the mass- 
es that it is a vital question for 
I hem whether the next Administra- 
tion is Republican or Democratic. 
Thus the masses are hindered from 
learning that the only political 
struggle of real importance for them 
is the struggle not against one or 
another of the parties, but against 
the bourgeois state Itself in its en- 
tirety, is the struggle for the over- 
throw of the state. 

But it is doubtful that this illu- 
sion can be sustained much longer 



by the quadrennial electoral con- 
test between Republicans and Dem- 
ocrats. The puppet show is Incom- 
ing too unconvincing. Consequent- 
ly, the bourgeoisie will have to turn 
to a new device to stave off the mass 
growth of revolutionary political 
struggle against the state. Two de- 
vices are possible : a mass Fascist 
movement — though the time for 
that has not yet come, and probably 
will not for some years ; or a re- 
formist party — a People's or Labor 
or Farmer- Labor or Progessive 
Party — ■ whereby the beginnings of 
deep revolt can be channelized into 
safe directions. Preparations for 
the latter alternative are already 
under way. Indeed, Roosevelt him- 
self has -transformed the Democratic 
Party a considerable distance along 
the path, and, with the active help 
of the trade union bureaucracy, is 
making it into the "l^abor Party of 
19B6" Labors Non-Partisan Lea- 
gue, supporting Roosevelt this- year, 
is jockeying into a position where 
later it can gather up the leftward 
movement of' the masses into an 
avowed Labor Party, under firm 
anti-revolutionary control. 

Only one strategy, can defeat this 
perspective: revolutionary strategy, 
revolutionary agitalion and organ- 
ization. The reformist distinctions 
between "friends" and "enemies" 
among the bourgeoisie, between the 
Liberty League and Farley, between 
Ihe Supreme Court and Congress, 
between Hearst and The Times or 
Scripps-Howard, merely plays the 
game of Roosevelt this year, and 
the subtler game of the Third 
Party advocates In the years to 
come. Our attack must he against 
capitalism ; our struggle must be 
for socialism. And for this attack 
and this struggle there is one , and 
only one, political weapon : the rev- 
olutionary party. Our task is to 
orge this weapon. There is no 
other that will serve. 
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to prevent any "competition" be- 
tween the Polo Ground and U.P. 
May Dav parade and demonstra- 
tions. This is correct. The United 
Front May Day Committee calls 
upon the members of these unions 
and other organizations to give full 
support to both demonstrations and 
to endeavor to give to the Polo 
Grounds gathering a distinctly 
working class character. Many or- 
ganizations have already signified 
their intention to take part in both 
gatherings— among them many 
unions and also the Socialist Party. 
The United Front May Day Com- 
mittee is doing everything possible 
to unify labor's ranks on May Day; 
tailing so far to get the I.L.G.W., 
AC.W. and Millinery Workers 
Unions to call off the Polo Grounds 
get-together in favor of one gigan- 
tic, united May Day Parade, cul- 
raiualiug at Union Square, the May 
Day Committee continues to call, 
with some success, upon workers' 
organizations to support both dem- 
onstrations. Nevertheless, it would 
be follv not to recognize that fun- 
damentalv the coote r— Polo 
Ground demonstration has as the 
aim of ils sponsors the sabotage of 
May Day solidarity, and cannot 
help but effect in some measure the 
size of the genuine May Day dem- 
onstration supported and organised 
by the United Front Committee. 
The Stalinists 
The Communist Party (Stalin- 
ists) are an important part of the 
United Front May Day Committee 
represented on all committees of 
the T'.F. n»t this year the Stalin- 
ists are watching their step in this 
united front in order not to upset 
the apple cart as they have so often 
done in past years. Gone are their 
cries of "Socia I- Fascist !"' against 
the Socialist workers; gone are 
their howls tor the fictitious "unit- 
ed front from below"; gone their 
stupid, false setting-up, in all the 
circumstances then, of independent 
and dual trade unions; gone much 
of the lunatic tactics of the notor- 
ious "Third Period". The Stalinists 
have jumped out of their skins both 
in fright at their misdeeds, and in 
their desires to promote their op- 
portunistic and social, patriotic line 
on the war question, in the unions, 
the 193(5 elections, their ballyhoo 
for a third capitalist party, euphe- 
mistically called a Farmer-Labor 
Party, and similar objettves reflect- 
ing their somersault. 

The Stalinists could, if they 
wished, easily dominate the May 
Day Uni:ed Front Committee mech- 
anically through their numerous 
stooge and duplicating auxiliary 
organisations. Bat they are re- 
fraining from so doing and are let- 
ting the S.P. Militants run the 
show, even though organizational- 
ly the "Militants" could stand nmre 
practical assistance on various as- 
pects of the demonstration. But 
having gotten into the United 
Front, and with opportunity provid- 
ed to proclaim their substitute — a 
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Yergie Terry, and her boy friend, 

were brought to "identify" them. | p arm 'p r '.j n \, OT party for a genuine 
The Terry woman declared that the j revo j u tionury party, they are con- 
prisoners had attacked her twice j twlj . tiljs , imp tu \ ct W( »H enough 
in five minutes, and that they had] alom , an( j to act as primly and po- 
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worn caps, overalls, and masks. 
Clayton does not possess a cap and 
has not worn overalls in five years. 
Nor did the state produce the masks 
during the drum-head trial of the 
boys. 

The boy friend claimed that he 
had been thrown face downward in 
a ditch. Records of the United 
States Weather Bureau prove that 
it had rained three days and nights 
preceding the alleged date of at- 
tack. This pimp did not complain 
that his clothes were soiled, al- 
though he would have been drowned 
had he been thrown in a ditch. 

Not a single Negro was impanell- 
ed on the jury which tried the boys, 
but the Supreme Court of Arkansas 
failed to reverse the death sen- 
tences on this score. Uuless there 
is a wave of national protest, this 
Arkansas Scottsboro case will re- 
sult In the deaths of two innocent 
Negroes. We must answer this stu- 
pid savagery of the Arkansas plant- 
ers by funds and protests. Funds 
should he sent to the Southern Ten- 
ant Farmers Union, Box 3215, Mem- 
phis, Tenn.. and protests to Gover- 
nor Harvey Purnell, Little Rock, 
Ark- 
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lltcly as a little Lord Fauntieroy. 
The W-P. and the United Front 

The Workers Party of New York 
Is participating in the May Day 
united front and is represented on 
the Executive Committee. We are 
giving full support to the basic ob- 
jectives of May Day. We. better 
than any other organization of la- 
bor, can fittingly participate in and 
promote the United Front on May 
Day and on other specific issues 
and occasions. Our Party has al- 
ways held a sound position on the 
tactic of the united front as a me- 
dium for the mobilization of wide 
masses of workers on specific mat- 
ters. Our Party, unlike the social- 
patriotic Stalinists, never labeled 
Socialists ns "Social - Fascists", 
even though the W.P. continued to 
make criticism of the inadequacies 
of the socialists and other bodies 
in respect to program, theory and 
action. 

Among the mnn slogans are: for 
Defense of the Soviet mion;for the 
class-war prisoners; against war 
and Fascism; for a farmer-labor 
Party, etc. Our organization, the 
Workers Party, as per its oliicial 
ssifion, is against the slogan and 
formation of a "farmer-labor" or 
•Labor'' Party. Under the circum- 
gstam-es, we regard it as a petty 
bourgeois combination, a bulwark, 
if formed, against a developing mil- 
itant and revolutionary working 
class. Nor, for that matter, does a 
genuine base, rooted in the mass of 
labor unions, actually exist today. 
For the most part the existing "la- 
bor party" movements are fictitious 
organizations, or rather, paper bod- 
ies with some scattered individual 
supporl. But the complete position 
of the Workers Party on this issue 
is expressed essentially in its dec- 
laration of Principles and In other 
expressions of policy toward con- 
crete manifestations of such a 
movement. Suffice that the Work- 
ers Party, while giving full support 
to the 1!)3« May Day and the ar- 
rangements thereof, states its sep- 
aration from the advocacy of the 
Labor Party slogan in the parade. 
Members and supporters of the 
Workers Party! March on May 
Day in the United Front! 

Workers! Out on the streets for 
May Day ! Mobilize for Labor Sol- 
idarity against Capitalism! 
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HUNGER STRIKE IN STALIN'S PRISONS 

Heroic Struggle of Revolutionary Political Prison is Agiiast Despotic GPU 
Is Told by Dr. Ciliga in Fourth installment of Series 
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By ANTON CILIGA 

May 'Si, is)33 was the day on 
which our prison term expired. On 
March 21, we sent a declaration to 
the C. B. C. and the collegium of 
the G. P. U. demanding that we be 
given permission lo depart unhin- 
dered from Hussia upon the ex- 
piration of our sentence. We point- 
ed out in our declaration that in 
the event of a refusal or failure to 
receive on answer we would begin, 
a hunger strike on the day our 
sentence expired, and should the 
necessity arise, we would not re- 
frain from resorting to the most ex- 
treme measure;!, sparing neither our 
health nor lives in the struggle. 

A -short time ago, I succeeded in 
obtaining permission to depart. 
Comrade Draguitch, a former mem- 
ber of the C. E. C. of the Jugoslav 
Communist Party, in his struggle 
to achieve this aim is still incar- 
cerated in the secret dungeons of 
Soviet Guiana, the terrible Solovet- 
ski Islands, because he attempted 
to cross ihe frontiers illegally after 
permission to depart legally was 
denied him. Comrade Deditch, a 
well known trade union activist in 
Jugoslavia (Herzegovina] is sitting 
ill, famished, and without employ- 
ment in distant Siberian exile. 
Reasons for the Struggle 

We were so stubborn in insisting 
upon permission to depart abroad 
for several reasons. First of all, 
we came to Ilussin ill 35)26. only for 
a leiniiorat'y stay and were supposed 
to return home after accomplishing 
certain work. ISy 1933, our mission 
had long been fulfilled. Secondly, 
there were uo possibilities in Rus- 
sia for doing revolutionary work 
as we understood it, and besides 
we had infinitely greater possibili- 
ties abroad. Thirdly, utter our 
harsh experience in Knssia we 
want to become directly acquainted 
also with the experience and the 
ideas of the Western European and 
American labor movement. And, 
finally, we could not reconcile our- 
selves with the conduct of the pre- 
sent Soviet Government, which per- 
mits itself to treat foreign workers 
big them into its perpetual prison- 
and revolutionists like slaves, ttirn- 
-ers, depriving them of their ele- 
mentary human rights, seeking to 
strip them of all human dignity. 
Hundreds of foreign workers and 
revolutionists find themselves in 
Soviet Russia in the status of thinly 
veiled slavery and captivity. All 
this is being perpi't rated by a (Jo- 
vevmnent that passes off its re- 
.gimc so persistently and falsely as 
the fatherland of the toilers of the 
entire worid. It is this combina- 
tion of the cynicism of infinite op- 
pression witli the cynicism of infin- 
ite lies to the foreign proletariat 
that most aroused our iudignat! n 
at i lie Soviet bureaucratic customs. 

Our demand for leave to depart 
was actively supported by the entire 
communist sector of the prison. In 
a special declaration to the Govern- 
ment, the Elder, in the name of all 
the imprisoned Communists support- 
ed our demand to depart, and placed 
the responsibility for our fate upon 
the Government. The universal 
and decisive support of the entire 
isolator (up to and including a 
hunger strike in solidarity! was a 
manifestation of international solid- 
arity, and of a, desire to make 
known through us to the interna- 
tional working class the position 
of the persecuted groups of the 
working class movement in the 
i:. S. S. It. 

A GPU Coup 

When the GPU saw that matters 
were heading toward an extensive 
struggle,, it executed a maneuver, 
deciding to remove us from Verkh- 
ne I'ralsk on a decorous pretest. 
A few days prior to the expiration 
of our prison let'm. on May IS. 11)33 
we were told to surrender our corr- 
espondence, and to wot our things' 
ready. To our inquiry as -to our i 
destinn'ion, lliziilcov. the warden, | 
replied— Moscow. To the question 
as io the purpose of the journov, | 
we received the answer: "Can't say. 
Apparently, in order to discuss the 
nurter yon raised in your declara- 
tion.'' 

We were taken away. The isolator 
-Till \\i~ off witli the warmest wish- 
es hut also with some doubts as to 
whether we were not being .-imply 
removed io mother piison. Our 
possessions were examined, our per- [ 
son- were searched. 'We were plac- 
ed in two autos, comrades Deditch 
and Draguitch in one, myself in the 
other. The machines started tngelh- 
er. but on the road, the auto with 
my comrades pulled ahead, aud dis- 
appeared in a cloud of dust. 1 never 
saw my comrades again. They had 
separated us. We rode the entire 
day, and toward evening we arrived 
in the city of Chelyabinsk. I was 
taken to the Chelyabinsk political 
prison, which held at that time from 
SO to SO people (S.Ii.'s. social demo- 
crats. Zionists, anarchists, and a 
few communists). 

Chelyabinsk and Hunger Strike 

When I announced in the prison 
office That in view of the trick with 
regard to my alleged journey to 
.Moscow, and my being separated 
from my comrades, I would immed- 
iately begin a hunger strike, the 
iiead of the Chelyabinsk isolator. 



the GPU agent Dupnis told me that 
in that case he refused to accept 
me, and would send me back to 
Verkne-Uralsk. Once again I was 
placed in an automtbile and carried 
of.. But not to Verkne-Uralsk 
They threw me into the cellar of 
the jail for criminals under the 
Chelyabinsk militia. I was locked 
into a damp, cold and dark cell. 
The electric light burned night and 
day. I spent three months in this 
cellar without ever leaving it for a 
minute, -without .even seeing the 
prison yard or the sun ... 

I immediately began my hunger 
strike here. I knew that my com- 
rades were also on a hunger strike 
somewhere, because we had taken in- 
to consideration all the possibilities 
beforehand, and had planned how to 
meet them. We had agreed that in 
the event of our being separated, or 
being taken to some other place 
than Moscow, we would begin a 
liunuer strike imediately. A G.P.U. 
guard was placed over me: I was 
enrolled under Ihe G.P.U. in the is- 
olator although 1 was being kept in 
the jail under the militia. On the 
day of my trans er from Verkhne- 
Uralsk to Chelyabinsk I had receiv- 
ed a rotten meal, and I therefore 
began the hunger strike under in- 
auspicious conditions. For this rea- 
son I began to vomit on the second 
or the third day, but afterwards I 
began feeling better. I did not feel 
hungry. When a man's conscious- 
ness is really profoundly permeated 
with, the conviction that he must 
not I ouch food, he absolutely does 
not feel ti«* pangs of hunger. He 
nnly feels weak. I had already had 
ihe experience of the great hunger 
strike o' YXW. Of course, the hun- 
ger sti'ike in this place was made 
more dillicult by the cold and the 
dampness. Half -dressed, wrapped in 
a blanket I lay the whole time, 
ni^tif and day, on the wooden bench. 
On the tenth day, after midnight a 
group of G.IM". agents stamped into 
the cell. Night time is the favorite 
time of the G.P.U. for its work , . . 
A Not turn a} Visit 

I was already quite spent psysic- 
nlly, and even more so mentally. 
Right days had already elapsed 
since my demands. Suspense tends 
without any answer from the G.P.U. 
to strain and weaken spiritual resis- 
tance more than anything else. The 
G.P.U. is wet! aware o' this, and 
therefore makes systematic use of 
this weapon. When the G.P.U. ag- 
ents rushed in, I was dossing, aud 
in the semi-darkness of the cell did 
not at first recognize the intruders. 
Then I perceived that in addition to 
l)npnis and six G.P.U. agents, there 
was also present the "Commission ' 



rom Moscow", the representatives 
of the collegium of the G.P.U. My 
old "acquaintances ' : citiziness And- 
reyev, Agranov's assistant, who is 
in charge of all matters relating to 
the persecuted communist, socialist 
and anarchist groups. There was 
also the head of the Ail-Union De- 
partment of Prisons under the coll- 
egium of the G.P.U., citizen Popov, 
whose appearance alone bespoke oi 
Ilis functions. The third member 
of the commission — tiie representa- 
tive ol' the prosecutor's office — was 
absent, although, as I learned later, 
he was present on the spot in Chely- 
abinsk, and used to make the rounds 
of the Isolator during the day, to- 
gether with Andreyev and Popov. 

Tiie Execution of the Poles 

But inasmuch as my case, coupled 
with what the (ommission had to 
tell me. was such a shocking in- 
stance of lawlessness, such a cynic- 
al breach o; even formal rights and 
proletarian morals, the prosecutor's 
office decided, quite reasonably, that 
it should best be done ''without its 
knowledge'. All the more so since 
the representative of the prosecu- 
tor's office was himself a foreign 
communist, a .ormer Polish worker. 
One should imagine that this former 
Polish worker is today already so 
".Staiinlxed" as to be able to now 
assume upon himself quite openly 
and brascenly what he undertook on- | 
!y shame. acedly in I!)3H. That is io 
say. unless he happened to he a 
niong those fi ty important Polish 
communists who were recently shot 
in Riinsia without a trial, tijHin 
i' he unverified and all-embracing 
charge o? Pilsudskylsni, espionage 
and provocation, (In the opinion of 
the mos! competent and authot'ita- 
I i ve representatives of f he Polish 
labor movement, the great majority 
of the executed, among them a for- 
mer deputy to the Polish Sejm, were 
above all suspicion; and that upon 
investigation any impartial inter- 
national committe would have prov- 
ed criminal light-mindedness on the 
part of the Soviet ruling organs, if 
not something worse. 

In the eyes of the present Stalin- 
ist leadership, which is conducting 
a nationalist policy, every Pole and 
German must be held suspect, if 
not directly considered as a "spy" 
1 am personally inclined to consi- 
der this psychology as the underly- 
ing reason for the monstrous crime 
of shooting fifty Polish communists. 
Doing somewimt acquainted with 
file deportment and methods of the 
G.P.U. I can say with certainly 
thai it would not be so bad if among 
the executed there were ten or even 
five real agents Oi' Pilsudsky. 



"Citizen Ciliga", said Dupnis, 
"the representatives of the colleg- 
ium have something to communicate 
to you." 

"Well, what is it?" I said rubbing 
my eyes, ambling for my glasses, 
and half-raising myself on the 
bench. 

"Citizen Ciliga", continued citiz- 
eness Andreyev, - 'I have the follow- 
ing to communicate to you: the coll- 
egium of the G.P.U. and the CMC. 
of the U.S.W.R. have rejected your 
demand lor permission to depart 
from the U.S.S.H liy the od- 
der of the collegium o.' the G.P.U. 
your prison term has been extended 
for an additional two years . . . . 
The G.H.I;. refuses to 'recognize 
your hunger strike and beginning 
tomorrow you will lie led artific- 
ially. . . ." 

"The question of the hunger 
strike and of artificial feeding 
lias already become a second- 
ary question", I began coldly 
and deliberately. In answer to 
the unheard-of decision of the 
G.P.U. and of the Soviet Gov- 
ernment, and the refnsal to 
allow me U> return home al- 
though I have already served 
the prison sentence which you 
yourselves imposed upon me in 
1930, to tiie automatic addi- 
tion of a new prison term which 
trans prins me into your perpet- 
ual slave and captive. 1 "HI 
resort (o the extreme measure 
left me — suicide. If neiessary 
let my death be the price paid 
for informing the foreign pro- 
letariat into what a position 
you put those foreign revolu- 
tionists who refuse to become 
your lackeys. I will also irt- 
forni Moscow fit my decision.'' 
"A man who decides to commit 
suicide does not give notice of it," 
objected oitizeness Andreyev. 

''Yes'', I said smiling at her, "you 
would like to see me dead, provid- 
ed you do not bear any responsibil- 
ity for it. I am engaged in a po- 
litical struggle against you, and 
you hear full political responsibil- 
ity for everything you have done 
and will do to me and my comrades. 
My official declaration is precisely 
intended to place the responsibility 
upon you in the event of my pro- 
test-suicide." 

"We Will Not Permit. . ." 
If the death could have been 
unshed up, the GPU would have not 
at all feared my demise, whether 
by suicide, firing stjuad, or as a re- 
sult of an "unfortunate incident" 
I'ut after our declarations in the 
Vcrkbne-Uvalsk isolator, and uitcr 
the declaration of the Elder of the 
colleclive of the imprisoned com- 



British Imperialism Faces Dilemma 
As Line - Jjp in Europe Changes 
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By MAURICE SPECTOB 

Galvanized by the Blackshirt suc- 
cesses in Ethiopia, British moral in- 
dignation is running high. At the 
League Council, Anthony Eden vir- 
tuously denouncing the bombings 
and use o. poison gas, called for the 
application of fresh sanctions. But 
if we refrain irom boiling over in 
sympathy, it is because our memory 
has not failed us. It is ; airly mod- 
ern history that British bomliers, 
and under a "Labor" Government, 
persuaded Irak villagers to pay 
their back taxes more promptly. 
Less than a year ago, British planes 
rained bombs on the restless natives 
of India's North-Western Frontier. 
. . . Lulled for a time by the habitual 
miscalculations of the military ex- 
perts who dwelt soothingly on im- 
possible terrain and coming rains, 
the British moral sense received 
and gave full bay with the Italian 
capture of Dessye. 

Hut when it met, the dearly he- 
lmed League did little else Uian 
cluck its tongue and register its own 
failure. What sanctions have been 
imposed douin less created economic 
difficulties .or (lie fascist regime, 
and depleted its gold reserves. Bill 
they have not brought about its col- 
lapse. On the contrary, Mrssotini 
has been able lo turn (he sanctions 
policy of Ihe I.cngee (read English) 
io iiis own advantage. This lie has 
done by picturing Italy as a poor 
"proletarian" stale whose road to 
a place in tiie sun was being barred 
by the fat imperialist powers. In- 
cidentally statistics of the value of 
Italian imports and exports for the 
first four months after sanctions 
'"went into effect'' reveal that the 
USSR o; Statin actually increased 
its trade with Italy. We should be 
interested to have an explanation of 
this phenomenon from tiie Daily 
Worker or the league Against War 
and Fascism. 

,ti«putm() 53u[ni5,) i(ei) ua 

The British Cabinet is in a quan- 
dary. The gorged Empire is caught 
between the pincers of more dyna- 
mic imperialisms in the East and 
West. Tiie Italian conquest of 
Ethiopia would spell more than 
merely a diplomatic defeat of Eden. 
Mussolini would bestride the Med- 
iterranean and challenge the British 
pickings in Egypt, Palestine ind 
,the Near East generally. It is this 



realization that shifls British at- 
tention swiftly from the banks of 
the Rhine to the headwaters of the 
.Nile. 

An Anglo-French alliance would 
bring the Italian upstart's threat 
lo the Empire and its conimuuica- 
lions, to a halt. But the price that 
Baldwin-Eden would have to pay — 
sanctions and military action 
against Germany— is so high and 
the consequences so perilous, that 
British policy is momentarily in a 
state of confusion. The ideal and 
traditional British course is to bold 
ihe scales o;' the balance of power, 
to act as conciliator. This policy 
is harder to apply when the Channel 
lias ceased to be the effective bar- 
rier to an attack from the continent. 
This is wluit Baldwin meant when 
'«> talked of the British frontier 
now being on the Rhine. 

The Fro-German Orientation 

The Cabinet is prepared to give 
ihe French General Staff the requir- 
ed guarantees against a German in- 
vasion of either Belgium or France. 
Bar the section o Ihe Cabinet which 
is hostile to Eden's pro- French 
orientation, and sympathetic to 
Hirer's offer of a tweuly-five year 
[nice, points out that fiance is tied 
up with pacts in the East. (USSR, 
Poland, Cxechslovakia), They ask 
why Great Britain should be in 
■ »lvc 1 in a war or Ihe defence of 
France in the \Ve«t, which would 
be precipitated by French commit- 
ments to her Allies in the East. 

The politicians of this viewpoint 
reason that Hitler is no longer as 
isolated as he was a couple of years 
ago, and that Germany must be 
afforded a sa ."fey-valve for expan- 
sion, which is not at the expense of 
the British Empire or of the states 
quo in the West. The British desire 
to reduce the specific gravity of 
French supremacy on the continent 
facilitated German rearmament. 
That altered the whole political 
landscape and the impending fort- 
ification of the Rhineland further 
enhances Nazi power. 

The smaller states now within the 
orbit of French protection will have 
to reconsider their position when 
French forces will likely find them- 
selves immobilized by German re- 
armament on the Rhine. Rumania 
and Yugoslavia have already given 
clear indications or dissatisfaction; 



I others may follow. . . The great pol- 
itical risk of giving Germany a tree 
hand in the East is, boivever, that 
a challenge to British interests 
would follow at a later stage. 

These pre-occupntions of Rritish 
Imperialism, the most vocal recent 
supporter of the League, strikingly 
manifest the humbug o!' the sanc- 
tions policy as a means of struggle 
against imperialism. The useful- 
ness of the sanctions argument so 
far has been limited to lining up 
the liberals, social-democrats and 
Slnllnists to tight ,or the interests 
of British or French imperialism 
against German or Italian imperial- 
ism, under the somewhat tarnished 
banner of the struggle to preserve 
democracy. 

* Power P/ili'-ics'' 

The "Nations" and "New Repub- 
lics" are all engaged intoning that 
"i colleclive security goes, power 
politics return. . . if international 
law is to be effective, agreements 
must he uniformly .respected. ' These 
liberal lormulas are among the 
great colli em poracy "democratic' 
lies. Power politics, the politics of 
imperialism, of the ' struggle for 
markets, have never ceased io rule 
since Ibe peace of VersaillC". Or [ 
are we lo be Merles] lo a fresh d >s > ■ 
of Wilsonian diplomacy. When did I 
Ibis "colleclive security" come in?' 
The liberal twaddle about warring' 
'political ideals" and "international' 
'iiiv" only serves lo ol.s'.ne the 
basic causes of the imperialist 
si niggle. 

The greatest of all crimes is that! 
committed by the leaders of the 
Second and Third internationals 
j who have turned their organisations 
into ollicial supporters of the aims 
and slogans of such "democratic'' 
imperialism as the British or 
French. But their struggle against 
Fascism and War was always 
shadow-boxing 

Neither war nor fascism can be 
overthrown without a re volution a ry 
struggle against the capitalist-im- 
perialist order that breeds them. 
The most powerful force for the 
destruction of both Hitler and 
Mussolini, and for the creation of 
the Soviet United States of Europe, 
would be the French Revolution. 
That, and not the Popular Front of 
class peace. 



munists. our late could not be kept 
secret any longer. This imposed 
upon the GPU the necessity of em- 
ploying more cautious tactics. 

"We will not permit you to com- 
mit suicide." said citizeness Andre- 
yev. "We will assign two GPU 
agents to your cell, and all your 
things will be immediately remov- 
ed." 

And she proceeded to issue the 
necessary orders. I was left only 
witli a few toilet articles. But in 
I hem was secreted a new sharp 
blade, already smuggled out of the 
isolator. ... 1 was triumphant. 
I if came to "that", I would show 
Idem. . . . For this reason I told 
citizeness Andreyev ironically that 
a man who finds it necessary to do 
away with himself would not be 
.est rained either by soldiers or any 
other obstacle. 

The next morning I sent a tele- 
grain to the Moscow collegium of 
ihe GPU and the 0. E. C. of the 
U. S. S. K. containing a declaration 
similar to the one I had made to 
Andreyev. 

No attempt was made to leed me 
artificially, but instead I was offi- 
cially toid the following: 

An "Official" Decree 

"The Political Bureau of the 
C. P. of Jugoslavia has passed a 
resolution approving the decision of 
'he GPU to extend your term of 
imprisonment. This decision of the 
Political Bureau of the Jugoslav 
Communist Party will be given to 
■on in writing." 

"This is not my Political Bureau," 
I interrupted the orator. "These are 
vmir mamelukes and their decisions 
are not binding upon me. I do 
ix. f recognize this Political Bureau. 
I do not belong to any of your 
communist parties, nor have I any 
intention of belonging to them. 
Therefore I do not recognize their 
discipline and refuse to submit to 
it." 

Four days later, Dupnis appeared 
and in'ormed me that a telegram 
had arrived from Moscow stating 
that the additional two year prison 
term had been changed to three 
years exile in Irkutsk. 

•'Irkutsk is a largo city not like 
Chelyabinsk, and you will be able 
to arrange there the matter of your 
departure more quickly," the head 
of the Chelyabinsk political prison 
diplomatized. 

A New Columbus Itinerary 

''You uie'an to say that since 
Columbus' route Irom the Mediter- 
ranean to India was via America, 
therefore my itinerary from the 
Uials to Europe is via Irkutsk and 
Kamchatka," I said to him in a 
similar lone. "Rut no." 1 said, ''1 
want to go from the Urals due V/es 
to Europe. Taking into considera- 
Mcn the withdrawal of an addition- 
al prison term, 1 withdraw the 
question of the protest-suicide. But 
1 continue with the hunger sti'ike 
for permission to depart home to 
Europe." 

This occurred on the 14th day of 
the hunger strike I struck for 

more -days. Again Dupnis arrived, 
aud told me that a new telegram 
was received from .Moscow with 
instructions for me to go there, 

1 demanded that I be given an offi- 
cial written notice to this effect, 
otherwise I would continue the 
hunger strike. Within ha!, an hour 
the written statement I had de- 
manded was delivered. 

1 called the hunger strike off : 
and in two weeks I was over its 
effects. {Dupnis really fed me 
quite well. lie obviously thought 
thai lie was thus fill illing iiis "rev- 
o'lifionnry aud international" duty; 
->iid. besides, he was trying to 
•'bribe" me so that I would agree 
lo depart for exile) 

Still, I was not taken to Moscow. 
I became nervous again. Finally " 
I learned the answer. The typist 
"bad made a mistake". The com- 
munication from Moscow, it seems,- 
read that I would be called, and not, 
that 1 am heing raHed there. A 

coi'p'e of days later. I was told 
ll::'t 1 mil"'! lea-e for Irkutsk. , 

En H,;wte lo Irkutsk ■ 

I declared a hunger strike. A'ter' 
these abominations, the qne-tion of : 
lb" protes -suicide was again on th.* 
order o£ the day. But a ew davs ; 
later, shortly a Her I began the ■ 
•JlriJie. again in the niidd c «' the 
night, a group of GPU agents burst! 
hiio ni" cell and informed me a".-, 
Ibe decision to remote in ■ io exile 
b-' 'orce. Thev packed my thin-s, < 
loaded them into an auto, shoved 
me in, and drove to the Chelyabinsk 
railway station. Thus, towards f^ie 
end o" .Inly. aconii;an!ed by a con- 
voy of four GPU agents I was taken 
lo Irkutsk. 

What to do? After pondering a 
while, I decided that the lirst stag,' 
o'' my struggle for depart Te must 
be considered as closed. The battle 
would have to be resumed in exile, 
after I had gathered and rtilizcd 
all the possibilities it offered. Hav- 
ing made this decision. I called off 
tin* hunger sti'ike and began to take 
note of everything new around me. 
For the first time a'ter three years 
segregation from society, from life, 
I was on a train, "among human 
beings" 

(To Be Continued) 
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Decline of the British Empire 



Oi all the great powers Britain 
is today the most vulnerable, the 
one that has most to fear from the 
inevitable changes that an unstable 
capitalism will bring forth. The 
end of Great Britain's world dom- 
ination was foreshadowed even be- 
iore the war, wllh the rise of those 
eollossal industrial rivals, the 
United States and Germany. The 
World War and the changes 
wrought since have emphasized the 
processes of decay rotting the foun- 
dations of Empire — and simulta- 
neously threatening the very exis- 
tence of the capitalist system as a 
whole. Viewed from any criterion 
of imperialist power — the decline 
of its capital export, the loss of 
naval supremacy, the threat of the 
new weapons of warfare that shift 
England's "boundaries" from the 
Channel to the Rhine, the economic 
development of the colonies with 
the creation of a colonial proletar- 
iat capable of leading the movement 
for independence, the internal eco- 
nomic crisis at home — Britannia 
feels the sceptre slipping from her 
grasp. 

Threatened in every direction 
and on every front, British imper- 
ialism is engaged in utilizing every 
means to stave off the evil day, to 
prolong its rule and with this rule 
the entire system of exploitation at 
home and colonial oppression 
abroad. Under these circumstances, 
it becomes the task and the duty 
o.' the class conscious workers to 
utilize every means to strengthen 
their forces and their organization, 
to uni.e the struggle of the British 
'irolefariat and the oppressed masses 
in the colonies so as to prepare to 
wrest power from their brutal im- 
perialist masters. Otherwise the 
fragments of empire can only fall 
into the greedy hands of other im- 
perialist powers, even more power- 
ful than the present rulers and the 
masses now under the British whip 
will suffer new lashes from the new 
slave-drivers. 



RADEK AND CONSERVATION 
OF THE EMPIRE 

Itadek, playing the Stalinist 
game, proposes to advise the Eng- 
lish bourgeoisie in their frantic ef- 
forts at self-preservation as a rul- 
ing class. This is the inevitable 
outcome of a policy which places 
sole reliance on imperialist combi- 
nations to maintain the status quo. 
To the Stalinist bureaucracy that 
status quo includes the one concern 
that lies nearest to their heart's 
desire, the maintenance of their 
own uncontrolled power in the 
Soviet Union. If the British bour- 
geoisie feel keenly the threat to 
their power in any major distur- 
bance of the present world relation 
of forces, the Stalinists are no less 



chilled to the marrow by the spec- 
ter of future wars — and revolutions. 
Tremendous unleashed mass forces, 
even when aimed at capitalist over- 
throw, are not to the liking ot men 
whose sole claim to power rests on 
the stifling of mass forces. 

■Writing in "Current History" on. 
"Britain's Way in World Politics," 
Radek bids the "wiser" conserva- 
tives in England to take the better 
of two courses in order to safeguard 
their system. At the present time 
the ruling section of the bourgeoisie 
is playing the game of balance of 
power once more. In order to pre- 
serve the empire Intact, and yet 
allow for the expansion of a strang- 
ling Germany, the tories propose to 
tie Germany's hands in the West 
and permit Hitler complete free- 
dom in the East. Britain proposes 
to survive at the expense of the 
Soviet Union. This is a time-hon- 
ored policy of "perfidious Albion," 
—to make a deal with a possible 
aggressor at the expense of other 
powers. How does Radek propose 
to bring about a change of heart 
among the slave-drivers ? By ad- 
dressing himself to those "conser- 
vatives" who are shrewder and 
hope to preserve tiie status quo by 
means of "collective security" 
through t he League of Nations. 
Radek warns that any breach of 
peace, despite any hope of the Eng- 
lish that they can remain isolated 
and liecome the source of supplies 
for a warring Germany, can only 
result in a general world-wide war 
which would threaten the entire 
structure of the Empire. Far bet- 
ter lor them to rely, in accordance 
with the sentiment of I lie British 
masses, on that preserver of peace, 
the League. And please note, my 
English friends, says Radek. if war 
should nevertheless break out, you 
would tiirocgh this policy obtain 
the whole-hearted support of your 
masses. 

•'But If war becomes inevitable 
owing to the imperialist policy of 
Japan, Germany and Italy (not 
France er Great Britain, of* 
course: ) then the British masses, 
as was shown by the trade union 
congress and the Lahor Party, 
will be all for the defensive meas- 
ures adopted by the League (!!). 
Particularly since the entry of 
the Soviet Union Into the League, 
those masses see in the League a 
guarantee that defense against 
German, Italian and Japanese ag- 
gression will not degenerate into 
a iioliey of imperialist deals at 
the expense of other peoples." 
In other words, Radek promises 
to cover British imperialism with 
the mantle of the Soviet Union if 
Britain wi'l turn away from Ger- 
many. With the aid of Stalin, the 
masses will be led into thinking 
that defense of tiie empire is "de- 
fense of peace in general." 
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Editor's Notes Following is 
an excerpt from the third section 
or Leon Trotsky's work, "Whith- 
er France," which is to be pub- 
lished in book form by Pioneer 
Publishers. Only the second sec- 
tion of "Whither France" has 
been published in the English 
language. In The New Interna- 
tional. 

• * * 

This hook is devoted to the elu- 
cidation of the methods of the rev- 
olutionary ponies of the proletariat 
In our epoch. The presentation is 
polemic;:] in nature, like the rev- 
olutionary policy itself. Once the 
mosses have been won. the polemic 
against the ruling class turns, at a 
certain stage, info revolution. 

Revolutionary ro'icy has its the- 
oretical hasis in a clear understand- 
ing of the class nature of modern 
society, of its slate, iis laws, and 
its ideology. The bourgeoisie op- 
erates with abstractions ("nation", 
"'a-fherland''. "democracy") in or- 
der to cover up thereby (he exploit- 
ing elm racier of its rule. I# 
Teml>s, one of the mo*-f venal news- 
paners on the ferret' vi :il slob", 
fives daily instructions In (he pop- 
ular masses of France in patriotism 
and altruism. Meanwhile, it is a 
secret to nobodv thai the altniism 
o" le Temps itself is on the market 
at fixed international rates. 



By lEOM 

the director of the newspaper re- 
fused point-blank to intervene : 
anything your heart desires, except 
that! For, a previous indiscretion 
in connection with this mighty or- 
ganization, "Depeehe" had already 
been deprived of an advertisement, 
and suffered a loss of 20,000 francs, 
in contrast to the proletarians, tlie 
director »f the "left" newspaper 
like the mayor stood to lose some- 
thing. They therefore refused to 
engage in an unequal struggle, 
leaving the workers with their di- 
seased intestines and kidneys to 
Iheir fate. 

A "Democratic Republic" 

Once every week or every fort- 
night, the socialist mayor disturbs 
ihe dim recollections of his youth 
bv delivering a speech about the su- 
periorities of socialism over capital- 
ism. During elections. "Depeehe'' 
siipiiorts the mayor and his party. 
Kieryiliing is in order. Comite des 
Forges maintains an attitude of lib- 
eral tolerance towards socialism of 
Ibis sort, which does not harm in 
the least the material interests of 
capitalism. liy means of an adver- 
tisement of ^0,000 francs per year 
iso ihenply are these gentlemen i 
priced!}, Ihe feudalists of the 



frage : he went around carrying na- 
tional sovereignty in his pocket 
alongside of his handkerchief. But 
the moment that the detachments 
of de la Itocque, Maurras and Go. 
showed that they dared to shoot 
and to slash the tendons of the po- 
lice horses, sovereign Daladier sur- 
rendered his post to a political in- 
valid who was designated by the 
lenders of the armed detachments. 
This fact Is of considerably greater 
importance than all the electoral 
statistics, and it cannot be erased 
from the pages of the most recent 
history of France, for it forecasts 
the future. 

Assuredly, the course o the po- 
litical li e of a country cannot be 
tillered by every group armed with 
revolvers, at any time. Only those 
armed detachments which are the 
organs of specific classes can play 
a decisive role under certain condi- 
tions. Colon: I de la Rorque and his 
henchmen seek to insure "law and 
order' against convulsions. And in- 
asmuch as law and order in France 
sr'niiy the rule of linanee capita! 
over the tniddic and petty bonrgeoi 
sie, and Ihe rule e. Ihe bourgeoisie 
;is :i whole over the jTtiolnriat and 
jttic social strata < lose :! to it, the 
j detachments of de la RoCqne are 



brake upon the development of the 
productive forces, engendering an 
extreme instability in social and 
international relations. Parliament- 
ary democracy is indissoiubly 
bound up with the epoch of free 
competition and free international 
trade. The bourgeoisie was able to 
tolerate the freedom of strikes, of 
assembly and o. the press only so 
long as the productive forces were 
mounting upwards, so ion,:; as the 
sales markets were being extended, 
Ihe welfare of the popular masses, 
even i, only partially, was rising 
aiid the capitalist nations were able 
to live and let live. 
It is otherwise now. If we ex- 
clude the Soviet Union, the imper- 
ially epoh is characterized by the 
stagnation or decline o," the nation- 
al income, a chronic agrarian cri- 
sis an J organic unemployment. 



iiistrui tion to hand over power to , 
Doumergue. And kF the Radical 
Premier capitulated — with the pu- 
sillanimity that is generally char- 
Roeque. In other words: sovereign 
Daladier surrendered power to Dou- 
mergue for the sell-same reason 
ticteristic of the Radicals — it was 
precisely because he recognized his 
own master in the gangs of de la 
I hat the director of "Depeehe" and 
the Ulayor of Grenoble refused to 
expose the abominable cruelty of 
ihe agents of Comite des Forges. 
An UnsolTed Question 
The transition from democracy 
to Fascism carries with it. how- 
ever, the danger of social upheav- 
als. Thence arise the tactical vacil- 
lations and differences among the 
summits of the bourgeoisie. All the 
magnates of capital are in favor of 
further strengthening the armed 
detachments, which can serve as 
safety reserves in the hour of dan- 
ger. But what place should be al- 
lotted to these detachments even 
today? Should they be permitted 
immediately to assume the offensive 
or should they still he held in re- 
s-rve as a threat?— These questions 
remain unsolved as yet. 

Finan c capita! no longer be- 
lieves in the ability of the Radicals 



General Strike Marks 
ISew Left I rend in Spain 

Azana Dir«ct» Shafts at "Communism" in Reply to 

Provocation from Fascists But Workers Action 

Makes Them Run for Cover 



By ALFREDO BOJAS 

The extraordinarily successful 
24-hour general strike in Madrid on 
Friday, April 17, called in protest 
against Fascist murders and at- 
tacks on workers, is the most signi- 
ficant event since the February 16 
election. It has thrown back the 
rising lide of rightist moves. Its 
full significance can only be under- 
stood when one realizes that it 
came, suddenly, after a period of 
proletarian retreat and growing as- 
sbrtiveness by the rightists. 

Premier Azana's speeches in the 
Cortes have been a sensitive baro- 
meter of the move to the right. Six! demonstrate, however, the worfh- 



the fascist provocations. The Civil 
Guards who had participated in the- 
firing on the workers were arrested, 
high officers in the Guard were re- 
moved from their posts, and mass- 
arrests of Fascists took place in 
many cities, and In one or two the- 
omeials of the Catholic and Mon- 
archist parties were also arrested 
and jailed. The Cortes remained in 
session throughout the night of the 
general strike, passing a law prohib- 
iting al> army officers, including 
retired, from participating in po- 
litics. 

The recent experiences in France 



heavy industry and banks keep a 

largo cartel newspaper ]» actual ; Him '*\ itH ' :m " i ' tl labels of Imaace 
i subjection. And not Ihe newspaper 



I a lone. Comite des Forges apparent- 
Tbe first step of revolutionary po- i, i, : , s arguments, bolt, dirtii t ami 
litics is ihe exposure of bourgeois 
fie' ions which poison the conscious- 
ness of the masses. These fictions 
aotjuire a nariicularly malignant 



ch'iracto!- when amalgamated with 
>'■<■ irie-is o" "socialism"' and "rev- 
"liiMon''. Todav, mere than ever 
fie r ore. (tie lone in the workers' or- 
■.'ani-znlions ,.f France is being set 
bv the manufacturers o' such amal- 
gams 

Between Editions 
The tirsl edition of this book 
plavrd a certain role in the forma- 
tive s;ago of Ihe French Communist 
Party. At that considerable evi- 
dence of this came to the author's 



indirect, weighty enough for Messrs i 
Mayors, Senators, Deputies, includ- 



apital. 

Two Agen ies :>' Finance-Capital 

This idea is not new. One can 
'flea run across it even in the 
taw* of le Populaire and i'Hnman- 



ing the Socialists. Kntirc official i ''^ although, of course, they were 



These phenomena pertain internal- 
ly to the present phase of capital- ! to lead the petty bourgeois masses 
ism jus; as gout and arterio-sceler- j behind (hem, and by means of the 
o-is' pertain to certain ages o; man. ' pressure exercised li.v these mass *s 
'l\i explain the world economic ; lo restrain the proletariat within 
chaos by the consequences of the l,ie 



weeks after the masses had pushed 
him into power, Azana gave a 
speech which was bailed by the 
Catholics and .Monarchists {report- 
ed in the NEW MIUTAXT, April 
111. The Communist Party hailed 
ills speech, and even the "left" So- 



cialist. Largo Cabulloro, contented 
raineiviirk of "democratic" dis- ; himself with being cautiously non- 
last war is to lav bare a hopeless ' cipline. lint finance capital is like- J committal. Azana became more 
superficiality in the spirit of Caill- i *iw uncertain of the ability of the' hold, and called off the municipal 
•in*. Count Sforstu and (he like. ! Fascist organizations, which still 
Hie war itself was nothing else | ■"<'!< a real mass base, to seize pow- 
than an attempt on the pari of cap -' '■)* ami establish firm order, 
i alist countries to unload the al- ; An Unstable Situation 

icady impending crash upon the: T)(f , behind-the-scenes leaders 
ba'ks of the enemy. The attempt j hilw ,,<,,,„ hislilled with the need 
failed. The war only deepened their,,,, caution u.it by parliamentary 
nianifofa lions of collapse, which in | ,--,,. ■|<iric. b,,t by the rage of the 
its subsequent devch pmenf pre- ; „„ r fc,. rSi by the attempt of ihe Gen- 
pares a ncn- war. ;,.,..,! sfrike. which, lo be sure, was 



France is under Ihe dictatorship of | »"- H"' original formula tors of it. Social Disintegration in France stifled at its very inception by the 
finance capital. In the I.a Ronsse. ' Ti,<,K! * publications, however, speak 



dictionary this system is called a, 1 - 1 ". 1 «:i!" ° r f*"-' truth. The second 
'■(l.'iiiocratic republic". j !! " ,! equally important half con- 

It --ceiiied lo the Mcr-srs. left ilopu- 1 ^s-s i!l f! "' •'""' ,i,i * t 'I<' r! '' n ' and 
lies and .journalists not (1 n!y in the: Dahxii"!' with their followers are 
lsorc. but in all the departments <if ■nl"- 1 an agency o.' finance capital; 
France that there would l.c no end | ofhorw ise the Radicals cunld not 
to their peaceful cohabitation wiihioave been the ruling i tarty in 
c.-eila.isl reaction. They were mis- ; Fiance for a period of decades, 
taken. Long corroded hy dry-rot,: |' we are nut to play the game 
democracy suddenly felt the barrel \ ■ f hide and seek, we must say that 
'i a gun at its temple. Just as the i dc la l.'iicnuo and Daladier both 
i*t:iti"=. laying bare Ihe vain and ii- . serve one and the same master, 
notice, and. incidentally, it is not ] IH ~ if '''•*' fact— -h rough t about a real ; This d es not mean to say that 
difficult to find traces of it in I ' armament of Miller — a coarse < ilher Ihey themselves or their 
I" Hitmniiite up lo the year 1!)24. ' "Pheaval in the relations between . met IWs are identical. Quite the 
During the twelve years fliat have I b'^ory nature of the so-called "in- io n ilrary. They fiercely war against 

' Icruational law", jpst so did the- j cacti other, like two specialized 
in-ming of the gangs of Colonel de ; agencies each of whom has its own 
hi liocque result in convulsing the . special secret of salvation. Dalad- 
inlerna! relations of France, com- p ier promises to maintain order 
ccllins all parlies wilbont exeep- j through the exercise of the self- 
lion to reform their ranks, assume j same tricolor democracy. De la 
a di'Terent coloration, and effect re- , Pocqne holds that outlived parlia- 
groupments. r-'-ntarianism must he swept away 



li,d as French economic statis- ■ •»<™»™<'.v <* J™haux, ami later 
tics are, though Ihov deliheraicly ' hr '"' '" tnl "losings (Toulon, 
evade Ihe problems „f class contra- ■ ""*'■ ■ •'• A * hl * f c,i ^ ^' S ' ''^" 



since elapsed, a radical revaluation 
of values took place in the Com- 
munist International- — after a num- 
ber of feverish zigzags. Suffice to 
mention that this work is listed to- 
day anions; the proscribed books. 
In their ideas and methods, the 
present leaders of the French Com- 
munist Parry (we are compelled to 
retain this name which is in com- 
plete variance with reality) do not 
differ in any principle from Kaut- 
skv. against whom our work was 
originally directed. They are only 



Fricdi'ich Kngels once wrote that j and replaced by an open militury- 
Ihe state, im li'ding Ihe democratic j pVico dictatorship. The political 



•■(■public, consists of detachments j methods are antagonistic but the 
o armed men in defense of proper- serin! aims they serve are identi- 
ty: everything else serves only to \ c-al. 

•■mbelMsh or camouflage this fact.) The Decline of Capitalism 

Infinitely more ignorant' and cyni- ! F-loquent champions of "Law" like , T!|( , h , FWrlcal basis of tlle antag . 
cal. ,Herr,ot or Hlmn always became Hi-I„ n , wn lierweell de , a jjooque and 

The relapse into reformism and I <v,uwA nf mch ^'"sin. But both Daladier _ we „ se tb ,, s( . names 
patriotism that Cachin and Co. are| H ""' r ' an<1 dP ,it Rm W< cac * ln ! merely lor the sake of simplicity in 
now living through might itself '™_ !^J°^, '^I^^IJ 18 . 8 ." 1 |»ur presentation-is the decline of 

o' the capitalist system, its incur- 
able crisis, its decay. Despite the 
More Vital than Statistics 

Early in li);i4, Daladier was the 



have served as a sufficient justifi- 
cation for a new edition of this 
iMiok. However, more serious mo- 
tives exist: they are rooted in the 
profound lire-revolutionary crisis 
which is convulsing the regime of 
the Third Republic. 

A Significant Incident 

A ter a lapse of 18 years, the au- 
thor of this book has had the occa- 
sion to spend two years in France 
(lS183-19ft!>) ; to be sure, only as an 
observer in the provinces, who. 
moreover, found himself under con- 
stant police surveillance. During 
this time, in the Isere Department, 
where the writer had to live, a mi- 
nor and quite banal routine epi 
sode occurred, which however, pro- 
vides the key to French politics as 
a whole. 

In a hospital, owned by the Com- 
ile des Forges, (steel trust — ed) a 
young worker, about to undergo a 
serious operation, took the liberty 
to read the revolutionary press (or, 
to be more precise, the press which 
he iimof ently accepted as revolu- 
tionary, iiiiniidy: nitimanitel. The 
hospital put an ultimatum to the 
careless patient, and later, to four 
others who shared his sympathies: 
either they renounce receiving the 
undesirable publications or they 
would be immediately thrown out 
into the street. Of course it avail- 
ed the patients nothing to argue 
that clerical -reactionary propagan- 
da was being carried on quite open- 
ly in the hospital. Inasmuch as on- 
ly ordinary workers were concern- 
ed, who had to risk neither man- 
dates as deputies nor ministerial 
portfolios, hut only their health 
and lives, the ultimatum had no eff- 
ect. Five sick men, one of whom 
was scheduled for an operation, 
were ejected from the hospital. 
Grenoble at that time was a so- 
cialist municipality, headed by 
Doctor Martin, one of those con- 
servative bourgeois, who generally 
set the tone in the Socialist Party, 
and whose consummate representa- 
tive is I*on Blum. 

The ejected workers tried to find 
a de ender in the Mayor. In vain. 
D-spjfr- all entreaties, letters, and 
intercessions they failed to obtain 
an interview. They then turned to 
the lf>"ul left, newspaper "Depeehe", 
in which Radicals and Socialists 
compose an indivisible cartel. Upon 
learning lhat the matter involved 
the hospital of Comite des F»rges, 



demonstrated that Engels was cor- 
rect. 



constant triumphs of technology 

and the explosive successes achiev- 
Minister-in-Chief by will of univer- jed by individual branches of indus- 
sal, equal, diret jmd secret suf- i trv, capitalism as a whole is a > ing summits, Daladier received the 



.i -ii n iis, even these statistics are 
| unable to cover up Ihe manifesta- 
tions (>:■ a direct social disiotegra- 
{ lion. Amid tin 

1 1 he national income, amid the truly 
horrif\ ing all in tin 1 incine' of the 
peasants, amid Ihe ruin of the little 
men in Ihe dries and (he growth 
of unemployment, the gigantic en- 
terprises with a turnover above 
ltlO-2-10 minions a jear are doiu-,- 
a brilliant business. Finance capi- 
ta! is sucking the IKcblood from 
he veins of the French people, in 
Ihe full sense of Ibe term. Such is 
the social basis for the ideology and 
politics of ''national unity". 

Mitigations and Nickers of better 
times are possible in the process of 
decline; Ihey nre even inevitable. 
They remain, however, purely cou- 
jnnctiiral in character. The gener 
al tendency o;' <inr epoch imperious- 
ly drives France, in the wake of a 
number of other countries, to the 
alternative: either the 1 proletariat 
must overthrow the utterly decayed 
bourgeois order, or capitalism, in 
the interests of self-preservation, 
must replace democracy with Fas- 
cism. How long can Fascism last? 
The answer to this question will be 
pi'ovided by the fate of Mussolini 
and Hitler. 

The Fascists fired their guns on 
February f>, 1034 upon the direct 
orders of the Bourse, the banks and 
the trusts. From the self-same rul- 



id on Ihe Fascists, and the Radi- 
cals breathed just a bit easier. I,e 
Temps, which had already rushed 

general decline of 1 '" "*" 'I s bn . n ? ""* hW "^ '" 3 
number of articles, to the young 
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(Conlinued from Page I) 

streclion days which makes it a 
''eionv to incite an insurrection. On 
she basis of this sta-lnte, lie intends 
!o establish that the advocacy of 
communism is a felony. 

ITe \>i!l then try to prove that 
Ihe Modern Democrats were Com- 
inriiists and that the police there- 
fore had a right to arrest them. 
With the arrests justified and with 
P.-ihi't raiu'o.i as a red seeking 
'o des i-ov the home, the church 
:;nd white saftremuey, "Whitakor can 
r< ly mi the normal prejudices of 
! he jury to fake care of the kidnap- 
in ; indictment. 

Whitaker used this approach 
with Charles E. .lensen, State Sec- 
rciary of the Socialist Party of 
Flcida and first witness for the 
nroseentiou. Jensen, one of the. six 
arrested in the raid, told a damag- 
ing story which could not be alter- 
ed in the slightest detail by Whit- 
ake-'s tricky cross-examination. 

The defense attorney then began 

a s Ties of questions about the mim- 

e->p: aph machine Jensen had used 

o run off copies of the program o* 

the Modern I«m'icrats. It devel- 



oped that Jensen had loaned the 
machine to your correspondent, the 
present writer, who is covering the 
trial for The Nation, the Milwaukee 
Leader and a group of labor pa- 
nes. From then on. Sidney Hertz- 
bet"; beame the defendant. 

Vi hi taker's Mysterious Evidence 

Whitaker claimed to have mys- 
terious evidence that this writer 
was in reality the correspondent 
for the Daily .Worker, that he was 
a Communist ; that he might be 
cranking out secret instructions on 
the mimeograph machine for an 
armed uprising. Jensen, he was 
sure, must be a Communist because 
lie had loaned ids mimeograph to 
oich a person. 

Despite the fact that Judge Rob- 
ert T. Dowel! sustained the state's 
■onslaut objections, Whitaker again 
an.! again came back to the mimeo- 
■rri'ii machine and what your cor- 
espondent was doing with it. 

"'.(' Mr. Herlzberg is on trial 
here, let's arraign hint, plead him 
not guilty and try him now,' State 
Attorney J. Rex Farrior suggested. 

Finally, Jensen was given a 
i-hincc to deny categorically that 
this writer was a correspondent for 
the Daily Worker and Whitaker 
stopped his play-acting. His insin- 
ualions, however, probably had 
their effect on the jury. 

Whitaker added race prejudice 
to red-baiting while questioning 
Jensen about the setup of the Mod- 
ern Democrats, 

"Wasn't provision made for the 
'lfii'i'rien enf the New York eivil 
liberties league with the Modern 
Democrats " Whitaker demanded. 



'If you mean the American Civil 
Liberties Union, I don't see how it 
could have affiliated because it is 
a non-partisan, non-political organ - 
i/aiion devoted to the defense of 
civil liberties,'' Jensen informed 
him. 

"Isn't this the same group that 
offered a reward of $1,000 for con- 
victions in these cases?" Whitaker 
asked. 

"I believe so," said Jensen. 

Tricks |t>f the Defense 

''And," said .Whitaker. his voice 
rising;, ''isn't this the same group 
that sent lawyers to the Scotts- 
lioro. . ." 

Farrior and Comity Solicitor Man- 
uel Clover, his first assistant, leaped 
out of their chairs shouting objec- 
tions. Whitakers self satisfied smiie 
remained -even after the judge sus- 
tained the objections — he had got- 
ten that wprd in. 

"Then you don't know." Whitaker 
continued, "whether the civil liber- 
ties league is a political or commun- 
istic organization?" 

Again the court sustained the 
state's objections but Whitaker was 
getting his licks in. 

Farrior tried three t.mes to intro- 
duce the program of the Modern 
Democrats as a state exhibit, but 
was slopped each time by technical 
objections from Whitaker. The 
program consists of ten municipal 
reforms the most radical of which 



lessness of governmental measures 
against Fast ism. No bourgeois go- 
vernment will seriously attempt to 
destroy the Fascist legions on which 
it may have to depend tomorrow. 
Only the workers' own defense 
for es can smash the Fasics. cures. 
Far more important than the go- 
vernment's assurances is tlfe in- 
spiration that tiie general strike has 
given to the proletariat. 



generation" discovered anew Ihe su- 
l>"!jpii' merits n' a liberal regime, 
:w the one most in harmony with 
French genius. Thus, ihe unstable, 
transitional, bastard regime was 
established, which harmonizes not 
with the genpis of France but with 
the decline of the Third Republic. 

What stands out most sharply in 
tliis regime are its Bonapartist 
traits: the independence of power 
nun parties and programs, the li- 
quidation of the parliamentary leg- 
islation by means of emergency 
powers, the rising of the Govern- 
ment in the guise of an "arbiter" 
above the struggling camps, i.e. 
factually above the nation. The 
Ministries of Doumergue, Flandin. 
Laval, all three with the invariable 
participation of the compromised 
and abject Radicals, represented 
minor variations of one and the 
same theme. 

Leon Blum's Wisdpm. 

Cpon the inauguration of the 
Sarraut ministry, Leon Blum, 
wliose perspicacity possesses two 
dimensions instead of three, pro- 
claimed that: "The final effects of 
February 6th have been destroyed 
on the parliamentary plane" (Le 
Poptrfaire, Feb. 2, 1936). This is 
commonly known as cleaning the 
shadow of a carriage with the shad- 
ow of a brush. As if it is possible, 
in general, to abolish "on the par- 
liamentary plane" the pressure of 
the armed detachments of finance 
capital! As if Sarraut can escape 
feeling this pressure and not quake 
before it! In point of fact, the Sar- 
raut- Flandin Government repre- 
sents another variation of the self- 
same semi-parliamentary "Bona- 
par;ism", only somewhat inclined 
to the ''le;t'\ Sarraut, himself, in 
replying to the charge of his having 
resorted to arbitrary measures, 
gave the Chamber the best answer 
possible. Said Sarraut : "If my 
measures are arbitrary, it is be- 
cause I aim to be an arbiter. "This 
aphorism would not have sounded 
badly even on the lips of Napoleon 



elections scheduled for April 12. 
The proletarian parties submitted. 
On April 15, with many economic 
sfrikis going on in all parts of 
Spain, the rightist deputies called 
upon Ihe government to put an end 
to "Ibe state of anarchy." 
troublemakers and fomenters will 
In' extt rminatcd,'' answered cabi- 
net minisf. r Salvador, on behalf of 
the government. 

Rehies Threat of Civil War 

The farthest right was achieved 
Ihe same day by An ma himself. 
I'mh r the guise o. interpellating the 
government as to what measures 
were being taken to stop disorder, 
Gil Hobles, Catholic chief of the 
rightist forces, delivered a -threat 
if i ivil war. "The civil war, if it 
brc-tks out. will be caused hy the 
aovernment's negligence. We de- 
lare now. that it is preferable to 
ilie fighting in the streets than to 
wait in our homes to be assassinated 
bv our. enemies.' Spain, declared 
Gil Robles-who was only thwarted 
from creating a Fascist regime by 
'lie revolt of Asturias in October, 
'!Ki4 — is divided into two camps and 
I lie hostile actions against the right- 
ists are intolerable and will inevit- 
ably end in civil war. 

What was Azana's answer to this 
Mireat? Did the "Man of the Re- 
■•tlblie" pillory the rightists for re- 
fusing to abide hy the democrat!- 
results of the February' elections? 
Xi>; at all! Azana's "answer" was 
i rabid a I tack on revolutionary 
Marxism. 

Azana Attacks Ccmmunisni 

"Commcnism", shouted Azana. 
"would signify the death of Spain i" 
He sharply denied that his govern- 
ment was permitting the gradual 
implanting of revolutionary Marx- 
ism. Tile government will work in- 
cessantly lo maintain order, "revis- 
ing, if necessary, the whole system 
o defense, in order to put an end to 
the reign of violence." 

The socialists and communists re- 
mained silent when Azana finished, 
but the left republicans, the center 
and the right, cheered him noisily. 

Deputy Ventosa, spokesman of the 
rightist Catalan League, declared 
that Azana "is the only man cap- 
able o" offering the country security 
and defense of all legal rights." 

Yet. on the vote of confidence- the 
next- day, the socialists and com- 
munists voted for Azana! So. too, 
did many rightists. 

This was the atmosphere on the 
very eve of the general strike. Ko 
emboldened were rhe rightists, in 
fact, that while the proletarian 
deputies were voting for Azana, 
young Fascists in Madrid were join- 
ed by officers o: the Civi: Guard in 
a revolver attack on workers who 
shouted replies against the "Vive el 



Over a hundred thousand workers 
were out on strike a few days after, 
according to such a hostile source 
as the Associated Press. The same 
source reports strike victories in 
, , ilnclva, involving 4D.0O0 miners and 
ii A'nieria, where a genera! strike 
forced the discharge of the govern- 
ment's labor oth'cer. The govern- 
ment hastily sent ten million pes- 
etas lo Asturias for unemployment 
red: ■[.- The arrival in Gibralter of 
many big landowners indicated new 
seizures of laud by the peasantry. 

Left-ward Development in S. P. 

F.ven more significant than the 
easant and workers' struggles, 
wiii li can have tiu successful issue 
nnic.-s led by a revolutionary partv, 
is Ihe latest news of leftward devel- 
opments in the Socialist Party, 
which is by far Ihe largest party of 
the masses. The Madrid organiza- 
tion, strongest unit of the- party, 
has voted to seek revision of the 
party program at the June congress. 
Madrid's Socialists will present a 
program which adopts as its per- 
spective the immediate struggle for 
1 rolelarian dictatot'sbii). Declaring 
that Spain's present crisis is not 
cyclical hut permanent, the program 
declares that "the only definite solu- 
tion of Ihe national problem is rev- 
olutionary socialism," and that "in 
the period of the transition from 
capitalist society to the socialist re- 
gime, the form ot government shall 
be a dictatorship of the proletariat 
with the aim of assuring the chan- 
ges in social, economic and political 
organization and to prevent any at- 
tempts at capitalist restoration, as 
well as to consummate the destruc- 
tion of the whole present social 
order." 

It appears likely that this pro- 
gram will be adopted in June, The 
right and moderate wings, led by 
Besteiro and Indalecio Prieto, both 
closely identified with Azana, are 
fast losing ground. 

If Caballero, head of the Madrid 
organization and chief of the U. G. 
T. were to take this program seri- 
ously, the first step would be re- 
pudiation of the "Popular Front" 
aUlianee with Az/^na. Dispatches 
early this week indicated that the 
U. G. T. would maKe the break by 
insisting on voting for Socialist 
candidate*: in the presidential ele"- 
tion on April 26, instead of voting 
for a bourgeois- republican as Axana 
insists. According to the A. P., 
however, Caballero has agreed to 
support Don Alvaro Alborlioz, bour- 
geis- republican candidate. If this is 
true, the Socialists will have no 
opportunity of estimating their 
strength among the masses by the 
outcome of Sunday's election. 



III. Sarraut feels himself to he not j.fascismo" of a funeral cortege of an 



the plenipotentiary of a certain 
party or a bloc of parties in power, 
as is proper in accordance with the 
rules of pariiamentarianism, but an 
arbiter over classes and parties, as 
is in acio-dauce with Ihe laws of 
Bona part ism. 



ors, whitaker will have another 

obstacle to overcome in proving that 

the Modern Democrats were Com 

munisis. 

Hot in pursuit of the reds. Whi- , , , , 

' . . T ,„,„,,. i, Ear v in the day the 'whole corn- 

taker questioned Jensen closely ■. .... ■' , 

. , .. ' » ,. , , „ „ mercia life of the capita was coin- 

about the finances of the local Com- . ' 

„ . . ,-,. ., , i. i pletelv paralyzed , according to the 
mn tee for tiie Defense of Civil Lib- '. '. . . „' I 



arm- officer. But this provocation 
— the workers fought back and 
killed fiier fascists — p *oved to be 
the turning point. 

The General Strike 
The next day came the general 
strike. Despite the fact that it was 
called by ihe anarchist-controlled 
Confederation of Labor without any 
atlem/it to secure united action from 
the Socialis. -con-trolled I.". G. T., the 
strike met with powerful respons •. 



Announce ]\< i w 
Lecture Series 



ertes in Tampa of which Jensen is 
treasurer. A subpoena was issued 



ides for "a planning board from for the books of the committee, but 



prov 

the unemployed to plan and manage 
a system whereby production for 
ese instead of for profit may be 

made possible." Should the plat- 
form be made available to the jur- , 



Jensen will probahly refuse to turn 
them over to Whitaker bcause it 
will mean that those win gave 
money to fight Klan terrorism will 
become marked victims of it. 
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I.*st independent state in Africa succumbs under the Are of 
Fascist armies. 

Mu««filini aided by diplomatic game of LitvinoT, Eden and 
Flandin. 

I^eague of Nations promises . - . hut uses Ethiopia as a pawn 
rt impericflist strut^es. 

Bankruptcy of Second and Third InfcernationaJs again revealed. 

Questions and Discussion 
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Associated Press. Though the work- 
ers of Madrid are largely in the 
Socialist unions, and though they 
have always ignored the usually 111- 
preiarod and Irresponsible strike 
calls of the anarchists, proletarian 
Madrid came out on the streets. 

The spl< ndid response of the 
masses demonstrated the bankruptcy 
of the policy of the Socialists and 
Communists, who had not even at- 
tacked Azana, let alone considered 
j protest strike. Late in the day, 
liev came out in support of the 
strike and secured an agreement 
with the anarchists to limit it to 
twenty four hours. (The anarchists, 
as usual, set no time-limit to the 
protest, i 

Azana Compelled to Act 

Before the strike was over, Azana 
had promised to take steps against 



"Trotskyism or St til in ism?" — 
this is the general theme of a spe- 
cial lecture organized by the New 
York District of the Workers 
Party, to be held on Sunday. May 
17. The speaker. Max Shachtman, 
who is well-known to New York 
labor audiences, will deal in bis 
lecture principally with the strug- 
gle between the two tendencies, one 
'ed by Trotsky and the other by 
Stalin, in the period between the 
rise of the Left Opposition and its 
expulsion from the Communist In- 
ternational at the end of 192T. This 
will cover the struggle for party 
democracy, the dispute around the 
British general strike and the Chi- 
nese Revolution, industrialisation 
and collectivisation in the Soviet 
Union, etc., etc., together with the 
famous "Third Period" and the 
course towards nationalist degen- 
eration which followed it. 

The lecture will be held in the 
Irving Plaza hall, irith Street and 
Irving Place. Admission will be 
followed by questions and discus- 
sion from the floor. Further de- 
tails about it will be contained in 
eo'uin» issues of the NEW MILI- 
TANT. 
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Workers Throng the Streets on May First 



Tasks of the fourth 
International in Spain 

A Letter to a Spanish Comrade 
By Leon Trotsky. 



Q 

The situation in Spain has again 
become revolutionary. 

The development of the Spanish 
involution is taking place at a slow 
tempo, liy virtue of this fact the 
revolutionary elements there have 
acquired a sufficiently long period 
of time in which to take shape, to 
rally the vanguard around them- 
selves, in order to measure up to 
their task ii£ ttie decisive moment. 
Wo must now say openly that the 
Spanish "Left Communists" have 
completely missed tins exceptional- 
ly favorable interval ami have not 
proved to he one whit better than 
the Socialist and "Communist'' 
traitors. Not that there -was any 
lack of. warning. All the greater 
therefore is the guilt of an Andres 
Nin, an Andrade and others. With 
a correct policy the '-Communist 
Left" conkl stand today as a section 
of the Fourth International at the 
head of the Spanish proletariat. 
Instead of -this, it is vegetating in 
the confused organization of a Man- 
rin— without a program, without 
perspectives, and without any po- 
litical significance. Marxian ac- 
tion in Spain can begin only by 
means of an irreconcilable con- 
condemnation of the whole policy 
of Andres Nin and Andrade. which 
not only was and remains false, but 
also criminal. 

The Removal of Zamora 

What is the meaning of the re- 
moval of President Zamora? That 
the political developments have 
once more entered into an acute 
stage. Zamora was, so to say, the 
constant center of the ruling sum- 
mits, tinder altered conditions he 
played the same role that Hinden- 
burg enacted in Germany for a cer- 
tain period of time; it was during 
the time when the reaction (even 
the Nazis), on the one side, and 
the Social Democracy on the other, 
put ■their hopes in him. The Bona- 



« 

partism of the modern epoch is the 

expression of the highest accentua- 
tion of class antagonisms in the 
period when these antagonisms 
iiave not yet led to open struggle. 
ISonaiiartism may find its point of 
support in the quasi-parliamentari- 
an government, but also for that 
matter in the "supra-party" presi- 
dent : this depends exclusively on 
the circumstances. Zamora was 
the carrier of the Bonapartist equil- 
ibrium. The sharpening of the an- 
tagonism led to a state of affairs 
in which both of the main camps 
sought, first, to make use of Zam- 
ora and then to get rid of him. 
The Rig lit -wing did not succeed 
in doing this in its time, but the 
"People's Front" did. This means, 
however, the beginning of an acute 
revolutionary period. 

Both the profound ferment in the 
masses and the uninterruptedly 
violent explosions demonstrate that 
the rej>eatc'dly deceived workers in 
town and country, as well as the 
poor peasants, are continually 
di'ivin'g with all their power in the 
direction of the revolutionary solu- 
tion. And what is the role played 
by the People's Front, with regard 
to this mighty movement? The 
role of a gigantic brake manufac- 
tured and put into operation by 
traitors and slick sharpers. And 
only yesterday, Juan Andrade was 
still a co-signer of the thoroughly 
despicable program of the People's 
front ! 

After Zamora 's removal, Azana, 
hand in hand with the new presi- 
dent of the Republic, must fake 
over the role of the true Bonapar- 
tist center— that is, he must seek 
to elevate himself above the two 
camps in order the better to be 
able to direct the arms of the State 
against those revolutionary masses 
who assisted him to power. The 
(Continued on Page 2) 




Law'n'Order 
Ruse Flops 

Akron Vigilante Frame-up 

On Trade Unionists 

Falls Through 

AKRON, April 28.— The "Law 
and Order League," established 
during the Goodyear strike to blast 
a way into the plant, has turned 
out to be one of the brightest jools 
in the crown of Akron society. 

Now established on a permanent 
basis, the league last week entered 
a social whirl by planting brass 
knucks, pistols, and jack-handles 
in honest Goodyear trade unionists' 
pockets, and then informing the 
police. 

The very crudeness of the provo- 
cation defeated it. 

The league made the front pages 
again when Bill Denton, one of 
God's, shall we say, more earnest 
shepherds and spare-time red-bait- 
er, invoked its aid in attempting to 
close the Soviet film, "Peasants." 

Other interesting social pheno- 
mena is a bill for $21,000.60 pre- 
sented to the county commissioners 
by the Lake Erie Chemical Co. for 
long range gas gu"ns, tear gas, and 
sis gas masks. 

Though every city official is play- 
ing dumb, everything indicates that 
Colonel Joe Johnson, -who has 
trained hundreds of strikebreakers 
in Akron shops, ordered the gas 
for the city— incidentally buying it 
from himself as a salesman of the 
chemical firm. 

Meanwhile the unions have an- 
swered by putting out a progres- 
sive, tabloid-size "United Rubber 
[Worker," by increasing the mem- 
bership in the locals, by establish- 
ing study classes, and by holding 
a huge victory ball. In the Good- 
year plant a printed shop paper is 
being started. 

Tension in the Goodyear factory 
is eleetric. Fist fights are common. 
Last Friday a five-hour sit-down 
paralyzed activity. These events 
will undoubtedly hasten and con- 
firm the action of the rubber firms 
in announcing several weeks ago 
the beginning of decentralization 
of the rubber plants. 

Decidedly, the rubber harons 
have nothing to be cheery about. 



Cops Maul 
Guildsman 

Guild Protests to Hoan 

After Many are Slugged 

by Police 

MILWAUKEE, Wis., Apr. 20.— 
Protests were made by the Milwau- 
kee Newspaper Guild to Mayor 
Hoan regarding police brutality 
Friday night, during a strike dem- 
onstration at the Hearst- owned 
Wisconsin News plant. 

The police charged the picket 
lines with clubs and blackjacks 
swinging. One strike sympathizer 
was cut over the right eye and was 
removed to a hospital for treat- 
ment. Five pickets, including a 
guildsman, were arrested. The po- 
lice attacked the strikers' sound 
truck, breaking windows in ft and 
tearing out wiring. One picket 
was arrested a block from the scene 
of the melee. The five demanded 
a jury trial when they -were ar- 
raigned Saturday in the district 
court. Their trials will take place 
probably this week. 

Mayor Hoan promised to take 
up the protest with Chief of Po- 
lice J. G. Laubenheimer. A con- 
ference between the mayor, the 
chief, and a committee from the 
Guild will be held nest Monday. 

The Wisconsin News manage- 
ment has applied to the federal 
court for an injunction to restrain 
the regional labor board from hold- 
ing a hearing on the board's com- 
plaint that the News has violated 
the Wagner labor relations act. The 
Injunction plea will be heard Sat- 
urday by Judge F. A. Geiger. 

Several carloads of sympathizers 
are expected here from Chicago 
Friday night for another demon- 
stration. Five Muskegon (Mich.) 
guildsmen flew over late Saturday 
to visit strike headquarters. Last 
week week Edna Ferber, one of the 
foremost American novelists and 
formerly a Milwaukee reporter at 
$15 a week, gave $100 for the strike 
fund. The Milwaukee Typographi- 
cal Union No. 23 sent $100 Monday, 
accompanied by a resolution of sol- 
idarity. 



Peoples Front Salvages Bankrupt 
Radicals in First French Election 



Real Issues Will Be 

Decided in Streets 

Not By Ballot Box 
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The first ballot in the French 
general elections was held last 
Sunday, April 26. The CIS Cham- 
ber seats were contested by almost 
5,000 candidates, representing more 
than a score of political parties. 
The French Fascists (Croix de 
Feu) did not participate direcf.y in 
the elections, but supported the ex- 
treme reactionary candidates. 

A clear majority was obtained 
by candidates in only 183 constitu- 
encies, less than one-third of the 
total, making necessary 435 run-off 
elections which will be held next 
Sunday, May 3. This unprecedent- 
ed confusion is symptomatic of the 
crisis that grips French "democra- 
cy." 

It will De possible to determine 
the actual relationship of forces in 
the new Chamber only after the 
results of the second ballot are 
known. But the essential trends 
and facts pertaining to the parlia- 
mentary arena are already quite 
clear. 

Left Vole Mounts 

The elections show that the 
French masses are moving sharply 
to the left under the pressure of 
the economic and social crisis, 
which is becoming more and more 
aggravated. The popular vote gives 
the preponderance to the so-called 
left parties, and the People's Front 
candidates -will Indubitably carry 
the majority of the seats in the 
run-offs. 

But there are also equally clear 
indications that a section of The 
French petty bourgeoisie has al- 
ready began to shift in the direction 
of reaction and Fascism. This is 
indicated by the fact that only a' 
minority of the deputies elected 
on the first ballot were those repre- 
senting the parties in the People's 
Front ; and also by the fact that 
the greatest relative gains in the 
first ballot were scored by the re- 
actionary Right Republicans. 

In this we have a clear reflection 
of the process now going on in 
France which is dividing the na- 
tion into two camps. This process 
must continue at an accelerated 



pace, and it can proceed only at the 
expense of the party of the Radi- 
cal Socialists. This party is the 
traditional party of the Third Re- 
public ; it is the traditional parlia- 
mentary representative or the 
French petty-bourgeoisie ; it has 
played the "historic role" of being 
the largest single party in the 
Chamber. 

Doom of the Radical Socialists 

Time and again we have pointed 
out in the columns of the NEW 
MILITANT that the crisis in 
France signified above all the doom 
of the Radical Socialist Party. Its 
collapse is Inevitable. Despite the 
cover afforded the bankrupt Radi- 
cals by the People's Front, this 
party has suffered very serious and 
very significant losses. The turn 
of the middle classes away from 
the Radicals is very sharply> illu- 
mined by the case of M. Edouard 
Herriot. M. Iter riot is the parlia- 
mentary leader of the Radicals, 
one of the vice-Presidents of the 
Chamber, who had never before 
failed to get elected on the first 
ballot, and who was generally con- 
ceded 1o have an easy win at Ly- 
ons. M. Herriot not only failed to 
get elected, but even to head the 
list, running second to a reaction- 
ary [Herriot, however, -will be elec- 
ted on the second ballot]. 

A question arises as to what 
would have happened to the Radi- 
cal Socialist Party as a whole had 
it not been propped up from the 
"left" by the People's Front? Even 
this assistance has not stopped but 
only retarded the rapid process of 
disintegration. The policies of the 
People's Front not only prop up 
the bankrupt Radicals hut also un- 
dermine the position of the working 
class, because this support causes 
the disillusioned middle- class fol- 
lowing of the Radicals to lose con- 
fidence both in the latter and in 
the labor partners as well. 

The Fascists alone stand to gain 
from the debacle of the Radicals, 
So long as the working class par- 
ties pursue a policy of collaboration 
with Ilerriol-Daladler instead of 
waging an irreconcilable struggle 
against them. 

People's Front Saves Radicals 

The elections provide very clear 
evidence of just how the People's 
Front has benefited the Radicals. 



And in this sense, the Daily Worker 
is quite correct in stating that "the 
'left' critics of the People's Front 
prophesied that the Radical Social- 
ists would gain at the expense of 
the working class parties" (April 
28, 1936). 

Such has been 'our prognosis, and 
it has been verified by the elections. 
But, the Daily Worker indignantly 
denies this. ''Nothing of the kind 
happened. . . . Sunday's ballot 
showed that those Radical Social- 
ist candidates who faithfully ad- 
hertd to the People's Front also 
gained while those who flirted with 
reactionaries lost ground." 

Even the Stalinist editor — after 
a heated denial — has to admit that 
those Radical Socialists who fully 
utilized the assistance afforded 
them by the People's Front {those 
who "faithfully adhered to it") 
were the ones who "also gained." 
At whose expense? The "doubtful 
friends" like Herriot, who did not 
wholeheartedly pose as People's 
Front men, "lost ground" . . . which 
they will recoup on the second bal- 
lot, once again at the expense of 
the workers. 

In the last Chamber, the Radicals 
held 151 seats. It is doubtful 
whether they will get more than 
120 in the new Chamber. The So- 
cialists are having exalted visions 
of supplan-ting their Radical part- 
ners in the People's Front as the 
leading and largest party in the 
Chamber. Leon Blum, as is evi- 
dent from his editorials in Popu- 
late, already sees himself Premier. 
(The Stalinists prefer Daladler.) 
Herriot-Daladier Will Crw* Whip 

,What is the extent of the "vic- 
tory" of the People's Front? With- 
out waiting for the results of the 
run-off election, we can state with 
assurance that it matters very lit- 
tle whether or not the Socialists 
outnumber the Radicals. It is 
Herriot-Dnladier who will crack the 
whip in the Chamber and not Blum- 
Caehin. 

According to the most sanguine 
estimates of Populaire and l'Hu- 
manite, Blum-Cachln dream of a 
total of some 200-220 seats for the 
S.P. and the C.P. combined, with 
the Radicals numbering from 100- 
120. In essence, therefore, even 
should the most sanguine hopes of 
the engineers of the People's Front 
(Continued on Page 4) 



Jersey 
Jobless 
Ousted 

Bourbon Politicians In- 
flict Final Injury 
On Unemployed 



Xew Jersey capitalist politicians 
ordered the jobless demonstrators 
out of the legislature, their final 
slap in the face to the unemployed 
of the state. After tossing the 
interests of the unemployed between 
Democrats and Republicans while 
relief payments stopped dead and 
-suffer ins? was wadespread. the poli- 
ticians decided to adjourn and do 
nothing. 

The Workers Alliance of New 
Jersey, rallied its forces and march- 
ed them into the Assembly halls of 
the State Capitol, an ai-tiun which 
must have caused no little trepida- 
tion among the never-hungry ruling 
classes. The "army of mioeeupa- 
tion, as they became popular! j- 
knowu. is si portend of the future, 
This the oaijitalist politieans must 
have realized as they scurried back 
to Trenton from the banquet tables 
jn thtiir luxurious homes ^and 
yachts. 

Bourbons to the marrow, the poli- 
ticians returned, muttering the no- 
torious insults of Marie Antoinette. 
One of them, deeply hurt that the 
poor, starving workers should be 
demanding action, cursed the people 
who would "pamper" the unem- 
ployed. -'Why don't you feed them 
chocolate eclairs", he said. 

Reluctantly they listened to the 
spokesmen for the unemployed, con- 
cerned only with finding a conven- 
ient pretext to oust them from the 
assembly. The Hoffmans who 
could find a hundred methods for 
winning publicity in the Hauptman 
case, could not find a single method 
to feed the unemployed. "Shall we 
rob Peter (read: rich) to pay Paul 
(read: poor) asks The Governor? 
Never, the assemblymen chorused : 
"Let us rob Paul to pay Paul !" 
And this was the solution. Before 
the assembly ended its delibera- 
tions, it empowered a committee 
under Governor Hoffman to find 
"ways and means." This means 
the entire problem has been placed 
in the hands of the most ardent 
"sales tax" advocate in New Jer- 
sey. 

But before the assemhlymen 
could dodge the spotlight of unfa- 
vorable publicity, they had to dis- 
pose of the visiting unemployed, It 
was clear that a continuation of 
the mock assembly could do them 
no good. The pretest was found in 
an alleged letter of some veteran, 
threatening to kick the reactionary 
assemblyman, Joseph O. Paul, out 
of New Jersey. 

Only the good naturedness of the 
unemployed saved both New Deal 
democrats and Tory Republicans 
from another Hoover Bonus Army 
scandal. 

The Workers' Alliance members 
returned home empty handed but 
their heroic struggle has aroused 
the working class of the country. 
Their action will be emulated time 
and again as the relief system of 
other states follows the inevitable 
road of New Jersey. 
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Thousands 
Expected 
To March 

New York Parade Will 

Mark High Point 

In Many Years 

Celebrating the Fiftieth anniver- 
sary of May First, hundreds of 
thousands of workmen will march 
in the citadels of capitalism as this 
issue goes to press. 

In New York, where a more in- 
clusive united front of political and 
labor tendencies than lias been 
seen for years, a monster parade 
will take place. New York will be 
decked in red, its streets will re- 
' sound with the marching tread of 
labor's legions. 

j Beginning at various points in 
| heart of the city, the parade will 
i march thimiiih lower Fifih Ave., 
I previously denied liy the police and 
1 conM'rge on Union Square. 

in Chicago. Cleveland, Detroit, 
Han Francisco and all the great 
industrial centers of the country, 
workers will march or demonstrate 
in meetings against capitalist op- 
pression. 

Shorter hours, more adequate 
relief, social insurance, freedom 
for class war prisoners and strug- 
gle fof a workers' world will ap- 
pear on thousands of banners and 
be shouted from thousands of pro- 
letarian throats. 

In Europe, where Fascist reac- 
tion has not put the quietus on 
open demonstrations, hundreds of 
thousands will march behind red 
banners. 

I'aris and Madrid will express a 
great sentiment in their proletarian 
protests. This is embodied in the in- 
creasing understanding of the les- 
sons of Germany and Austria. Un- 
fortunately this will to struggle 
will be corralled by Stalinists and 
social democrats in social patriotic 
and class collaborationist channels. 

These forces of treachery are pre- 
paring to repeat the great crime of 
August 4th, 1914. 

But in reality their power, de- 
spite the huge votes rolled up in 
parliamentary elections, is on the 
wane. Between the pincers of fas- 
cism and proletarian revolution, the 
false leaders will be crushed. 

This May Day must resolve 
that treachery does not lead the 
working class to the disaster of 
imperialist war or fascism again. 

Only by means of trusted and 
tested revolutionary Marxism can 
victory be assured. Revolutionary 
Marxism, which proclaims unrem- 
itting -war against Capitalism and 
its labor lieutenants, dies the great 
banner of Marx and Lenin. Revolu. 
tionary Marxism — that is the 
Fourth International. 

Like Lenin's valiant handful 
braving the reaction during the 
war, the Fourth Internationalists 
challenge again the same enemies. 
Like Lenin's party they are invin- 
cible. 



Mar Day Greetings from 
Comrade lorn Mooney 

Dear Friends, Comrades and Pellow-Iiniqnists: 

On May 1, 1036. the workers of the world will commemorate their 
day! 

On that day, we hope that you will not forget those who strug- 
gled for the solidarity of labor throughout the world. On this day of 
all days, those class-war prisoners who fell victims in that struggle 
should be memorialized. They should be exalted to their proper place 
in the estimation of those for whom they fought, died and suffered 
imprisonment, and I especially, at this time, appeal to you most 
earnestly and fervently for your attention. 

May I ask you not to forget all class-war prisoners on that day, 
and in your remembrance of them, do not fail to single out the monu- 
mental injustice and monstrous -wrong that has been done to my co- 
sufferer, Warren K. Billings, and myself. 

The more attention that is attracted to the Mooney-Billings case, 
and the greater the publicity the better are our chances in the United 
States Supreme Court. Leave- no stone untamed to publicize to the 
fullest this case. It is only through such publicity that we have any 
hope of freedom. 

With warmest personal regards and every good wish for the com- 
plete victory of the working-class, I am, with fraternal trade-union 
regards. 

Very sincerely. 

TOM MOONEY, 31021. 
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New Trends in the Evolution 
Of the Unemployed Movement 



By A. J. HUSTE , 

The recent unification of all the 
leading unemployed organizations 
into the Workers Alliance of Amer- 
ica marks a definite period in the 
evolution of the movement. It is 
important that tbe militant work- 
ers in the field should understand 
the road that has been travelled, 
the trend which now prevails, and 
the policy which they must them- 
selves adopt for the coming period. 

To date the unemployed organi- 
zations have accomplished a num- 
ber of important results. Their 
pressure has helped to keep relief 
standards from being scrapped 
completely. They have established 
and asserted the right of the un- 
employed to organize. They have 
corrected innumerable grievances 
<>r individuals and families. They 
have con I ri l>u led some notable 
pages to the history of labor strug- 
gles in the United states. They 
have worked out the iactics, first I 
applied on a hu'se -scale, in tin- : 
T'cledii Anto-f.itc slrike, of .ie:ive i 
jcii'MtipiitZon in strikes of emiileved ! 
workers !'> an exlonl known in no! 
uil.ov c.'»:ioi'y- Tlii'iji:;*;h liicir work 
in coun.'i'ii.jii with f-fiiui-eie nc *<ls 
of I he ui'ciiipSd/cd and llu-ir c:lu- 
';ititni;il net >•■ itii'S. iliej i.sive :i> a 
■■■'>"aat"kab;i' derive pre vented I-'ji.s 
■■' ■( or m<:ir-l< :iM-\ni outfits from 
e".a\iii".t inronil^ iulo 1 he itociii- 
;>lo:ci! wa-ses. 

Fiun "Sf'r-IIt'ty ' (o ''i;:s;s Sli'ti^le' 

' ii the cur.'y iiioii!J>s of Hie crisis 
wi'i'U dii!"*' i In; in'Uii'ii' i- >i vni'i- ■ 
tin.-. liisi-I-; of liberals and academi- ■ 
ci'inw i!;an,v of Ihe iioi'iniiloyoil or-! 
'■V.miz, (lions v.-ere of the "baiter'" 
and "soil-help" type, no results were! 
obtained. A s\stcni of exchange: 
aiming [hose who had noilihi-j, still! 
left tlicin with nothing in the cud. 
Condition?! became worse and 
worse. it was when the unem- 
ployed began io "raise hell," built 
organizations on a basis (conscious 
or unconscious) of class struggle 
that some res tilts were obtained. 
Not the least important result was 
that the unemployed learned the 
power of organization, realized 
their own strength, developed a 
fighting psychology. When the un- 
employed marched on Washington 
or other centers in 1932 to 1935 
they were usually met by police on 
the outskirts of the city and pre- 
vented from entering or else so 
treated within the city limits that 
serious disturbances ensued. The 
some sis hundred delegates at the 
recent unity convention of the un- 
employed in 'Washington in which 
the Workers Alliance of America 
absorbed the former National Un- 
employment Councils, National Un- 
employed League and a number of 
lesser organizations, convened in 
the spacious and imposing auditori- 
um of the U. S. Department of La- 
bor anil their sessions were much 
more sedate than those of hist 
fall's A. P. of L. convention! Much 
about the evolution and the present 
position of the unemployed move- 
ment is revealed in this contrast. 

The Most Urgent Problem 

The fusing of many organiza- 
tions of relief recipients and pro- 
jeot workers info a relatively stable 



Problems Arising from 

The Washington Unity 

Convention 



national body at this date — seven 
years after tie beginning of the 
Great Depression, acd three years 
after the advent of the New Deal 
administration — confirms Harry 
Hopkins' recent utterance that "un- 
employment is still the most urgent 
problem before the nation" and sug- 
gests that the President's statement 
in his Baltimore speech to the ef- 
fect that "no man who is sensitive 
to human values dares to accept 
the continued existence of a vast 
permanent army of unemployed'' is 
the expression of a pious wish. 

Yet L!ie unemployed and their 
organizations are not the immedi- 
ate and dramatic "menace'' which 
!!i:y imistituled a couple of years 
:is<>, (1'iji'i'iive factors in the gen- 
eral ectiiininic and political situa- 
tion play :i part here. The upturn 
in 1 u^iu'ss. sn.ii as if is, has e;i*-od 
liic i--nsi.ni liclief payments end 
i j.n 



ii.iii 
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^unemployed movement. The W.A.A. 
and its units will perform the func- 
tion of "trade unions for the un- 
employed." 

The chief leaders of the iW.A.A., 
Socialist and Stalinist, consciously 
encourage conservative trends ra- 
ther than resist the tendency to 
conservatism in the movement. 
There were interesting illustrations 
of this during the convention. They 
displayed the greatest anxiety that 
delegations to Congressmen and the 
W.P.A. offices should behave like 
gentlemen, though they were actu- 
ally going without meals and beds, 
anil the authorities politically in- 
sisted nothing could be done about 
it. Foremost among the speakers 
who addressed the convention were 
liberal representatives and sena- 
tors such as Lundeen, Marcantonio, 
Am lie and Fra/.ier, some of whom 
are sponsoring social insurance and 
relief bills, and a personal repre- 
sentative of Harry Hopkins who 
calmly informed (he delegates he 
could do nothing for their hungry 
stomachs and was politely a pp land- 
ed Ft the conclusion of bis re- 
mark-;. The 1 

1'Vp.hii. slum 111 hang its hend in 

ii.'sme, if it is i-apable of that esno- 

U!. ii. !,)!■ poimiiting tii!« insulting 



change occurs in the general eco- 
nomic and political situation, pos- 
sibly after the election, the policy 
of the W.A.A. is likely to reflect 
the general line and temper of the 
unity convection. This will be the 
aim of the Stalinists under their 
present undisguised and unrestric- 
ted opportunism and social-patriot- 
ism. 

Only Struggle Effective 

What this line means for the un- 
employed is already plain to every- 
body. A terrific drive to cut down 
appropriations in order to "balance 
the budget" is under way. Thou- 
sands are being dropped from pro- 
jects. Except where vigorous fight- 
ing organizations exist, all kinds of 
devices for worsening conditions 
are resorted to. No amount of 
flirting with the Green-WoII outfit 
in the A. P. of L. or with liberal 
congressmen, no amount of gentle- 
manliness in dealing with the clev- 
er politicians of the Roosevelt ma- 
chine, no amount of polite lobbying 
by unemployed who have no money 
to bring into the lobbies, no amount 
of "resolufiiig'' about line-sounding 
but fake Stalinist farmer-labor or 
people's parties, will change this 
situation. 

Whatever the unemployed got in 
(lie past, thuy got because they had 
si long organizations which went on 
the war-pal!*, lioiltlin^, or reviving 
such organizations and carrying j 



The Roosevelt - Lewis Coalition 
And the Farmer - Labor Party 



" :iai"i arc liitlfull.v inade- 

11a; r.i-scd bv the iiinilc- 

• ii ' ;>->>' tiMp! kil i;»!s iidi!!iiii-.- 

;> ,- o coast:;nt]\' iv-nrtiiisi to 

< I, .'Hi down '*i:.*.**ie*its to!:!"'-! de^radinc, pelSirniai.ee. 

rl.ci .. The litreai oi iviimv- ! ■ cieiKly 



. '. i'r'oi i!i:* rolls k.iuss over the 
1 ea Is "f leu-- of thorsands. There 
"ei'MJii "ilc'iiy ol .:;i'icv:i nres on 
-. ak !i ie build aiiLl iioid tO'-othlT 
i!.: iiiii'lntiSovoil unions. 

('iiiiiist'il Situation 

Nevertheless, the situation is less 
ues;:'*ratc Hum in those days when 
l.nwperity was supposed to be just 
around the corner, unemployment a 
passing phenomenon, and the only 
source of relief either the overbur- 
dened private charities, or bank- 
rupt city, county and state treasur- 
ies. Then too the temper of the 
masses wan more intiainmable in 
those months when for the first 
time the ground was slipping out 
from under their feet, "upstanding 
Americans)'' were forced to under- 
go the humiliation of applying for 
relief, were evicted from homes 
they had built, etc., then it is now 
when they have become in greater 
or lesser degree adjusted to a new 
status and a lowered standard of 
living. Another factor in produc- 
ing a more stable situation is the 
fact that the Roosevelt- Hopkins 
policy of recognizing the "right" of 
the unemployed to organize but In- 
sisting that they behave in a "re- 
sponsible" manner, as against the 
Tory attitude of flatly denying the 
right to organise, is percolating all 
tbe way down into the heads of at 
least a large percentage of the local 
administrators and foremen. 

Such conditions tend to develop 
mi organization devoted mainly to 
''collective bargaining" between 
workers and management (in this 
ease local, state and federal autho- 
rities) and lobbying for legislation 
in I lie interest of the group, rather 
than to agitation and "revolution- 
ary" objectives. The establishment 
of the enlarged Workers," Alliance 
of America definitely marked the 



them into aefiim is ihc job of jw- 
sser-lietijamiii lead- ,,hilioiiisls and militants today. A 
i ■! instant slFimgli* with tli. 1 slate, 
wi.h governmental agencies, is in- 
volved in I he very nature of in 
irioiiijjlovei! situation ami of any 
nnei'ipioyed mo*, can 'in worthy of 
(hi* name. 

Link will) I'mtm ? ( Ii:ii.nits Needed 



Pnlil 
uo c.invcitfieii of i.n'-m- 
i'hi.ved would have >.iOinit iod Io it. 
)l should never be pi'iaiilli it to 
n»L>i:cn a;;ain. 

Secretary Prank Alurri-ii'ii of the 
A. P. of I.. n 'presented I'lesidenl 
Crecn. but (here was no speaker 
irom .lolm L. Lewis" Committee tor 
Industrial Organization! it is true 
(hat Norman. Thomas and Mother 
Hloor also spoke but, doubtless in 
line with more or less direct hints 
from the oflicers, they refrained 
from putting forward the Socialist 
or the Communist parties respec- 
tively. All the recognized leaders 
spoke for a Parmer- Labor party to 
include also liberals and progres- 
sives, and the incoming National 
Executive Board is instructed to 
"explore the possibilities"' of form- 
ing such a party on a national 
scale in 1936. 

Power in United Bpdy 

The lowering of the temper of 
the unemployed organizations in 
recent months has been accompan- 
ied, significantly enough, by a con- 
siderable slump in membership. The 
W.A.A. grew stronger because of 
the accession of previously existing 
units, rather than the formation of 
new ones, and thus gained relative- 
ly to the Councils and (be Leagues, 
but its strongest state organization, 
for example, the Illinois Workers' 
Alliance, experienced the same de- 
cline in membership and activity as 
was manifested in most other or- 
ganizations. 

Setting-up of a single national or- 
ganization of unemployed in which 
Socialists, Trotsky is ts, Stalinists, 
etc.. participate is in an important 
respect a progressive achivement. 
It will give considerable impetus to 
the organizing movement in the 
immediate future, though conflict 
among diverse political tendencies 
will not by any means be entirely 



By AKNE SWABECK 

With the organization of Labor's 
Non- Partis an League, the Labor 
party question has come into new 
prominence. It is a peculiar kind 
of prominence and it is a new ver- 
sion of this Question. At the same 
time it is the most genuine indica- 
tion yet presented of what a future 
labor party will actually be. 

The sponsors of this organization, 
among whom are John £,. Lewis of 
the United Mine (Workers. George 
Berry of the printing pressmens 
anion and Sidney Hillman of the 
Amalgamated Clothing Workers, 
have announced that their present 
objective is the re-election of Koose- 
velt in 1936. That task accomplish- 
ed, it is intimated, the League may 
become the precursor of an Ameri- 
can labor party or third party of 
labor, farmer, liberal and progress- 
ive elements. This is the way it 
is now offered (o the working class. 
SlarUiij; out with the re-election of 
Roosevelt, such a party, when 
entergiiii; full Hedged, would have 
for its base I lie New Deal yrogram. 

This is not r-urprismg. An e.x- 



^1 • T L »L \Y/* J^ and Fascism and against the threat- 

LCWIS I 4Ket the W Hid ening war," they present the labor 



ascendancy of this trend in the eliminated. Until some substantia! 



Pioblems for the Fourth 
Internationalists inSpain 



(Continued from Page 1) 

workers' organizations, however, re- 
main completely enmeshed in the 
net of the People's Front. The 
convulsions of the revolutionary 
masses (without a program, with- 
out a leadership worthy of confi- 
dence! thus threaten to throw the 
gates wide open to the counter-rev- 
olutionary dictatorship! 

Nin and Andrade 
That the workers are driving 
ahead in a revolutionary direction 
is shown by the development of all 
their organizations, most particu- 
larly by that of the Socialist Party 
and the Socialist Youth. Two years 
ago we raised the question of the 
entry of the Spanish Bolshevik- 
Leninists into the Socialist Party. 
This proposal was rejected by the 
Andres Nins and Audrades with the 
disdainfulness of conservative phil- 
istines : they wanted "'indepen- 
dence" at all costs, hecause it left 
them in peace and put them under 
no obligations. And yet. affiliation 
to the Socialist Party in Spain 
would have yielded im measurably 
better results, under the given cir- 
cumstances than was the case, for 
example, in France. (Given the 
premise, of course, tiiat in Spain 
the great mistakes committed by 
the leading French comrades would 
have been averted. ) Meanwhile, 
however, Andrade and Kin united 
with the confused Manriti, in order 
jointly to trot behind -the People's 
Front."' The Socialist workers 
however, in their striving for rev- 
olutionary clarity, fell victim to 
the Stalinist deceivers. The fusion 
of the two youth organizations sig- 
nifies that the best revolutionary 
energies will be abused and dissi- 
pated by the Comintern stipendia- 
ries. And the "great" revolution- 
ists, Andres Nin and Andrade re- 
main on the sidelines in order to 



carry on together with Maurin a 
completely impotent propaganda 
for the "democratic-socialist" revo- 
lution, that is, for a social, demo- 
cratic betrayal.** 

Nobody can know what form the 
next period in Spain will take. In 
any case, the flood tide which has 
borne the clique of the People's 
Front to power Is too mighty to 
ebb in a short period of time and 
to leave the battlefield free to the 
reaction. The truly revolutionary 
elements slill have a certain period 
of time, not too long a time to be 
sure, in which to reflect, to assem- 
ble and to prepare for the future. 
This refers in the first place to 
the .Spanish supporters of the 
Fourth International. Their tasks 
are as clear as day. 
Tasks oi Fourth Internationalists 

1. To condemn pitilessly and to 
pillory before the masses the policy 
of all the leaders participating in 
the People's Front. 

2. To grasp in full the wretched- 
ness of the leadership of the ''Work- 
ers Party of Marxian Unity" and 
especially of the former "Lett Com- 
munists" — Andres Nin, Andrade, 
etc., and to portray them clearly 
in the sight of all the advanced 
workers. 

3. To rally around the banner 
of the Fourth International on the 
basis of the "Open Letter." 

4. To join the Socialist Party 
and the United Youth in order to 
work there as a faction in the spirit 
of Bolshevism. 

5. To establish fractions and 
nuclei in the trades unions and 
other mass organizations. 

G. To direct the main attention 
to the spontaneous and semi-spon- 
tfincous mass movements, to study 
their general traits, i.e. ( to take 
heed of the temperature of the 
masses and not the temperature of 



the parliamentarian cliQues. 

7. To be present in every strug- 
gle so as to Invest it with clear 
expression. 

8. To drive constantly towards 
having the fighting masses form 
and constantly expand their com- 
mittees of action (juntas, Soviets), 
elected ad hoc. 

9. To counterpose the program 
of the conquest of power, the dic- 
tatorship of tiie proletariat and the 
social revolution to all hybrid pro- 
grams (a la Caballero, or a la 
Maurin). 

Tins is the real road of the pro- 
letarian revolution. There is no 
other. 

L. TROTSKY. 
April 12. 1936. 



tf follow-, also, that Ihc. tiueiii- 
plo.U'ii orwiuiz.ilions canimt ';aiii 
by heing drawn down lo the low 
level of militancy in many of the 
unions. On the contrary, the work- 
ing class movement, as a whole can 
gain only if the unemployed help 
to heighten -the militancy of the 
unions. Consequently, Hie tie-up 
which the unemployed must seek 
Is Willi tin; industrial as against 
the craft-unionists in the A, F. of 
L. who have never evinced the 
slightest interest in the unemployed 
masses; and basically the tie-up 
must be not with bureaucrats af 
the top but with the militant-pro- 
gressive forces in the unions — a tie 
forged and constantly made strong- 
er in the daily struggles of em- 
ployed and unemployed alike. 

Since It Is impossible In an un- 
employed organization to establish 
a very strict centralized control 
from the center, nothing prevents 
the fighting spirits tn city, county, 
state organizations from getting 
busy at once with building along 
these lines; with invading such re- 
actionary strongholds as Tampa, 
Florida ; with support of militant 
strikes as the Project Workers 
Tnion in Akron stood ready to give 
(lie Good3'ear workers recently ; 
with large-scale local and state 
demonstrations. Thus will the W. 
A. A. be made into an important 
progressive force in the class-strug- 
gle in this country. 



aniinalion i'' tin* present labor 
pa rl y ( rends, i he jiosil ion of i lie 
irailo mil. -:i leadership — which, it is 
| io he remembered, is sliil ihe 
" auibenlic s]x>l;e*-'m:m of the move- 
:*a ol it reiires;»nts — -and the actual 
!'i*le that a labor party can play 
la Ihc sla^'o nt' eaiiilalis! decay, 
should con*- into intelligent workers 
i bat what is iutiinaloil |]irouj',h the 
i'1'ea licit of l.aboi's Noli- Partisan 
L":iki«: is a fairly true picture of 
coming events. 

Stalinists and Lewis 

I/'t ns compare this with the 
labor party idea .sponsored by the 
Stalinists in their present hurricane 
campaign. There is no need to 
ignore (heir violent disavowal of 
(he Lewis, Berry, Hillman coalition 
or its present aims, for even as a 
pretense that much would be neces- 
sary. With this we need not be 
seriously concerned. In politics, in- 
tentions or desires are of little ac- 
count, even declarations have val- 
idity only when accompanied by cor- 
responding deeds. But, above all, 
it is the objective logic of the posi- 
tion that is the decisive criterion. 
Leaving all outward appearances 
aside the fundamental issue there- 
fore remains: what will be the ob- 
jective result of these two positions 
on the labor party question? And 
in it we shall be sure to find a 
resemblance as striking as two eye- 
balls. 

In outward appearance there are 
differences. In origin and gestation 
(he differences may seem to the less 
discerning as if In open conflict. But 
opportunist trends easily meet re- 
gardless of origin. Labor's Non- 
Partisan League gestated from the 
New Deal program and its spokes- 
men are slill very cautious about 



Out of Stalinist 
1936 Sails 



indicate only vaguely the labor 
party or third party direction. They 
have no illusions about a serious 
labor party movement in 1936. But 
they see cleary the leftward trends 
in the trade union movement which 
have been manifested especially in 
recent strikes, and they understand 
that these trends will also sooner 
or later endeavor to find political 
expression. 

A Shrewd Strategy 

In regard to these developements 
the Lewis-liillman group, which is 
credited with the new strategy, has 
again proven its ability to gauge 
the moods of the masses more ac- 
curately than the craft conscious 
bureaucrats. Progressives in cer- 
tain questions of trade union organ- 
ization, this group is Roosevelt ian 
in political ideology. This means 
thai it is a conscious supporter of 
the capitalist system. And lor Ibis 
reason it iins set for ilself the im- 
mediate lask uf canalizing the 
[rends in the movement tor indepen- 
dent political action into the sale 
channels nt simport of Ihc pseldo- 
refoi in measures nt the New IK'tti. 
To secure in actuality these mea- 
sures- -\\ iiicb arc even too radical 
ior linance capilal and for (he mos! 
liar) ruled olil by tiie Supreme 
Court — wilh Roosevelt as long as 
Ibis is possible and later thrnmUi a 
new political instrument:; this is tiie 
way the quest ion is presented to 
appear in palatable form to the 
workers. 

The contradiction of this strategy 
lies not in the linking of support lo 
Iloosevell in l'J3(i with a iabor 
party to apear later. The contra- 
diction, insofar as the workers are 
concerned, lies in the blurring of 
the class issues, in the harnessing 
of the slowly developing political 
consciousness to a program and a 
movement based purely on obtain- 
ing concessions from capitalism at 
a time when real concessions can 
be wrung from it only to the ex- 
ttont that the working class ad- 
vances and organizes along revo- 
lutionary lines. The history of the 
Roosevelt measures bears this out 
most clearly. Therefore, so ■ long 
as the developing political con- 
sciouness of the workers can be 
thus harnessed capitalism remains 
safe to continue its exploitation. 
Wither the "Peoples Movement?" 

This is also the contradiction of 
the Stalinist campaign for a labor 
party. But this glib propaganda 
on the question, insofar as they in- 
fluence class conscious workers, is 
far more dangerous and far more 
criminal. Attempting to delude 
their followers, who sincerely want 



future perspectives, in words they to "fight against political reaction 



party as a means to this end. At 
the same time the labor party, in 
their version, is to be "neither so- 
cialist nor communist,' 1 and Still 
capable of performing these gigan- 
tic tasks. It is to he a "broad 
people's movement" What a welter 
of confusion and treachery. Any 
small town banker, or smart bour- 
geois lawyer, or battered down 
bourgeois "liberal" politician may 
rightfully demand his place in the 
"broad people's movement" On 
what grounds could they be ex- 
cluded? And why should a people's 
movement disparage the New Deal 
program? 

For quite some time the Stalin- 
ists have addressed their appeals 
to the Lewis' group urging It to 
support -the Labor party idea. It 
now appears as if these appeals 
have not been in vain. Support for 
a iabor nart.y is at least intimated. 
Such a party would also bear pro- 
minently the imprint of the oilicial 
trade union leadership and of the 
whole coterie of element-, who have 
no dilliculty in ijroueiiiieing the 
Roosevelt p' ii^rani and I he iabor 
party with Ihe same accent. It is 
I mm those elements and not from 
rhe workers tii.it the Staiinisls may 
ola im (heir .insl rcvard for .services 
rendered in tile cause p ii' social re- 
formism. 

A Significant Oiucsi 

Labor's Non-Pa rlisan League al- 
ready claims lor itself a widely 
extended support. Xorroau Thomas 
sees in this development a hopeful 
sign for a future iarmcr-iabor party. 
David Dobinsk.v of tiie Internation- 
al Ladies Garment' Workers llirew 
in his support immediately, and to 
leave no room for misunderstand- 
ing he resigned from the Socialist 
party. His loyalty, to the extent 
that he had any, had been with the 
Old Guard. On what good grounds 
can the Old Guard decline to follow 
his example? 

On the whole it would be difficult 
to deny that all the signs of labor 
party developments point unmistak- 
ably in one and the same direction. 
It could not be otherwise once a 
reformist party is projected. Dif- 
ferences in outward appearances 
should not deceive anybody, for the 
objective logic of the positions ad- 
vanced along the lines of social re- 
formism must necessarily lead to 
one and the same general result 
Today the most genuine indication 
of what the actual result will be, 
is furnished by the Lewis, lierry, 
Hillman coalition — for Roosevelt 
toward a labor party or third party 
based on the New Deal program. 

This can hardly be the thing that 
class conscious workers are looking 
forward to. It can hardly be an 
object of support to socialist work- 
ers. Their job still remains the 
one of building a movement for 
socialism. 



lownsend Plan Hits 
The Downward Trek 



•The turn of the Batalla toward 
the People's l'ront docs not inspire 
us with confidence. One cannot 
say Monday that the League of 
Nations is a band of brigands, on 
Tuesday urge voters to vote for 
the program of the League of Na- 
tions, on Wednesday explain that 
yesterday it was only a question of 
electoral action and that today one 
has to resume one's own program. 
The serious worker must ask: and 
what are these people going to say 
Friday and Saturday? Maurin ap- 
pears to be the very incarnation of, 
a petty bourgeois revolutionist, su- 
perficial, agile and versatile. He 
studies nothing, he understands lit- 
tle and he spreads confusion all 
around him. 

**Marx wrote in 1870 on the 
falseness of the term "social demo- 
crat'': socialism cannot be subor- 
dinated to democracy. Socialism 
(or communism) is enough for us. 
"Democracy" has nothing to do 
with it. Since then, the October 
revolution has vigorously demon- 
st rated that the socialist revolution 
cannot be carried out within the 
framework of 'democracy. The 
"democratic" revolution and the 
socialist revolution are on opposite 
sides of the barricades. The Third 
International theoretically con- 
firmed this experience. The "dem- 
ocratic" revolution in Spain has al- 



Sixty-six years went by before 
Dr. Frands E. Townsend of Long 
Beach, California, noticed the In- 
justice Of this world. For sixty- 
six years he was content to strug- 
gle onward over the backs of the 
working class to a comfortable po 
litieal post in the City Health de 
partment. 

Then at a ripe old age the middle 
class crusader lost his job in a 
political overturn. And as he 
counted his meagre savings and 
faced a jobless and poverty stricken 
senility he was overcome with a 
humanitarian impulse. 

Looking out of the window of 
his little house he observed three 
*ild women rummaging through the 
garbage looking for something to 
eat. This observation late in 1933 
seems to have been not only the 
beginning of the Old Age Revolving 
Pension Fund idea, but also the 
first time that Dr. Townsend be- 
came aware of the fact that all was 
not roses and soft jobs in Long 
Beach. 

Birth of Movement 

Like many other workers 
throughout the country the three 
old women lived on the garbage of 
capitalist civilization Jong before 
Townsend lost his job with the City 
Health Department and are prob- 
ably still scavenging under the new 
Health Department 

But in the meanwhile a new 
movement has arisen to save Town- 
send and tens of thousands of other 
middle class old people from a fate 
the working class faces every day 
of every year — poverty. 

Dr. Townsend sat down at his 
desk and figured out an economic 
scheme highly naive and unsound 



ready been carried out. The Peo- 
ple's Front is renewing it. The 
personification of the "democratic" 
revolution 3n Spain is Azana, with 
or without Caballero. The socialist 
revolution is yet to be made in im- 
placable struggle against the "dem- 
ocratic" revolution and its People's 
Front. What does this synthesis, 
"democratic - socialist" revolution 
mean? Nothing at all. It is only 
an eclectic hodge-podge. 



in theory but absolutely unsur- 
passed as an expression of all tbe 
petty and vicious fears and hopes 
of aging lower middle class shop- 
keepers, professionals, retired far- 
mers, and ex-political jobholders. 

The scheme was to pay all 100 
percent Americans who had man- 
aged to keep out of jail lor sixty 
years a sum of 5200 per month for 
not doing any work. The money 
was to be raised by a 15 percent 
sales tax on the working class, re- 
gardless of citizenship or criminal 
record. 

Dr. Townsend 's original plan 
didn't mention the working class 
specifically as the source of the 
twenty billion per year necessary 
for the operation of the plan; but 
it is evident that any sales tax 
falls most heavily on the workers, 
who form the great majority of the 
buying public. 

Dr. Townsend enlisted the aid of 
his business friend, Earl Clements, 
whose former experience as a Cali- 
fornia real estate broker proved 
valuable in selling the shares of 
the new development to the public. 

It was decided that a 15 percent 
sales tax was too bald, and in its 
place was put a a percent transac- 
tion tax ; a piece of legerdemain 
made all the easier by the fact that 
the authors were restrained by no 
considerations of economic possibil- 
ity. A transaction tax doesn't sound 
as bad as a sales tax, although in 
operation it would fall almost as 
heavily on the working class. 

Mushroom Growth 

The partners opened up shop in 
Long Bearch on New Years Day of 
1934, and began sending out letters 
and folders describing their econo- 
mic discovery. At the end Of six 
months they were receiving two 
thousand answers per day, and had 
moved into a Los Angeles office 
with 95 stenographers. The middle 
class responded magnificently to 
this scheme for sharing with the 
big capitalists in the exploitation 
of the workers. 

In January 1935, after barely one 
year, the movement could claim 
followers in tbe millions and a 



branch lobby office in Washington, 
D.C. 

In the spring of 1935 the Town- ■ 
send Plan was introduced into the 
House of Representatives by J. S. 
McGroarty, poet laureate of the 
state by special act of the Califor- 
nia legislature. It received some 
Hfty votes from Congressmen an- 
xious to bolster their precarious 
reputations at home. 

During 1935 the movement con- 
tinued to grow until the founders 
claimed more than twenty million 
signatures to petitions and memo- 
randa to Congress; a monster dem- 
onstration of social unrest It be- 
came a menace to the federal gov- 
ernment for it threatened to reveal 
to the middle class and deluded 
working class supporters of the 
Plan the complete dependence of 
the "people's representatives" on 
big capital. 

The Investigation 

Instead of answering the plan, 
instead of concerning themselves 
with the economic terror it re- 
flected, instead of proposing serious 
alternatives, the august bootlickers 
in Congress decided upon a cam- 
paign of personal slander and in- 
sinuation against the leaders. 

A congressional investigation was 
launched in the hope of destroying 
the Old Age Pension movement by 
discrediting Townsend. The same 
congressmen who can contemplate 
with indifference the expenditure 
of thirty million dollars on a wild 
and useless Trans -Fioridan ship 
canal for the purpose of raising a 
few thousand Democratic votes in 
Florida suddenly became indignant 
and self-righteous at the thought 
of an organization which collected 
a bare fifty cents per member to a 
total of not more than a million 
dollars. 

Committee's Eevelations 

Despite a great hullaballo raised 
by the investigating committee 
about Townsend' s methods of or- 
ganization, his accounting for 
funds, his management of the pa- 
per, etc., it appears that Townsen'- 
is no more of a crook than a con- 
gressman, and draws about the 
same salary. 

The investigation is not yet com- 
plete but there are already rumors 
of political disagreements among 
the committee members. No doubt 
some of the congressmen foresee 
the failure of the investigation, and 



are anxious to reinstate themselves 
with the Towusendites. 

It remained for the Stalinists to 
jump into this mess of middle class 
messiahs and vote-anxious congress- 
men to lend the movement the in- 
valuable advice and aid of the be- 
loved leader of the world proleta- 
riat, Stalin. In a pamphlet on the 
Townsend plan Alex Bittelman, the 
second string authority on counter- 
revolutionary Trotskyism, hails the 
Old Age Revolving Pension Plan 
as a movement of the "masses of 
the toilers," in a "powerful protest 
. . . against the policy of monopo- 
lies." (!) 

A Revolutionary Attitude 

The workers can have no use for 
this vicious middle class scheme for 
raising pensions at the expense of 
the workers. They want old age 
pensions for all productive workers 
regardless of citizenship, and they 
want them raised by income taxes 
on wealthy individuals and corpor- 
ations. 

More than this, the workers 
should know from experience that 
poverty in old age is only one facet 
of a system that condemns the 
working class to poverty, insecurity 
and unemployment every day of the 
year. 

Naturally the Townsend move- 
ment has certain fascist potentiali- 
ties. The O.A.It.P. already has'the 
reform socialist demagogy, the rank 
nationalism, and the messianic 
leadership of the fascist movement. 
But in these times of comparative 
capitalist security and business re- 
covery the Townsend movement is 
probably doomed to end In another 
EPIC fizzle. It serves a purpose 
in exposing the hopeless and reac- 
tionary nature of middle class re- 
formism, the cynical indifference 
and servility of the capitalist gov- 
ernment, and the Stupid and equally 
cynical attempts of Stalinism to 
capitalize on all this petty bour- 
geois swill. 
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BROWDER: THE MAN & HIS BOOK 

1. The Stalinist System of Beloved Leaders 



By MAX SHACHTMAN 

Not every book has the Impor- 
tance of a political program; in- 
deed very, very few have. The 
present volume* may, however, be 
counted among the limited number. 
Nor Is this all. By its contents as 
well as by the circumstances sur- 
rounding its conception, it is pos- 
sible to get a good mental picture 
of the movement for which it serves 
as a program and of the man at 
the head of the movement. 

What has struck reviewers who 
are not direct partisans of the au- 
thor find consequently do not need 
to render the volume the dithyram- 
Iiic homage which is otherwise com- 
pulsory, is the startling contrast 
bet-ween "What Is Communism ?", 
published early hi 1936, and "Com- 
munism in tlie United States'' by 
the same E-n-1 Browder, published 
less than a year ago. Briefly, where 
the 19.';.1 exposition of the C. P. 
standpoint said Black, the 1936 ex- 
position -Jiiys White; where 1he 
former said >,'o the latter says Yes: 
where t!u> former had a plus sign 
the tiltlev mm- pu'K ji minus sigH 
— and \ ire. versa. 

The "Beloved Leader'* 

This inconsistency, i ly its..-!;', 
would bi- P!i"iiKh to v-awna a slir. 
But it is (-(Jiiiiilipatcrl by the pheno- 
menon oe consistency. The official 
C. I', reviewers are jiist as unre- 
strained in tf.rir encomiastic praise 
of the second volume as they were 
of the rim. However opposite may 
be the views expressed by the two 
volumes in the eyes of the average 
rending mortal, lie is nevertheless 
gushingly assured that in both 
cases the author has displayed a 
wisdom, a simplicity, an insight, a 
scope, a majesty that are associ- 
ated in each communist party with 
only one member: the beloved lead- 
er in his particular country. 

The modern "beloved leader" of 
the communis t parties (each of 
them is glagiied with one) is a new 
phenomenon directly associated 
with, and expressive of the politics 
which gave it birth. We do not be- 
lieve that the significance of the 
present volume's contents can be 
fatly grasped without an under- 
standing of the author, not so much 
as a particular individual but as a 
political phenomenon. 

Browder was recently elaborate- 
ly introduced to the bourgeois 
world through the columns of the 
debonair monthly "The American 
Magazine" (Feb. 1956). The tons 
employed by Hubert Kelley, the 
author of the article, who writes 
like more than a casual acquain- 
tance of the secretary of the Com- 
munist party, indicates that "Our 
No. 1 Communist" (as the presen- 
tation is entitled) is a semi-official 
introduction of Browder to the re- 
spectable public. The fact that 
Browder has nowhere commented 
on the article, much less challenged 
or disowned it, fortifies this con- 
clusion. 
"Mind Like an Adding Machine" 

"I think Earl Browder is the 
leader of the Communist party,'' 
writes Mr. Kelley, "for the same 
reason that certain other men are 
leaders in the capitalist world 
which he hates — because they are, 
as a rule, more intelligent, harder- 
working, and longer-suffering than 
anybody else — because they are 
loyal to one idea in life." 

This might explain Browder's 
leadership of the C. P., were it not 
for the fact that Mr. Kelley unwit- 
tingly deprives this explanation of 
any foundation in the paragraph 
directly preceding it "Nobody back 
home [i.e., in the U. S,] can ac- 
count for his rise. Some said he 
had a routine mind like an adding 
machine. I have often heard per- 
sons who know him wonder how 
he got the job and kept it." (My 
emphasis. ) 

As an introduction to a consider- 
ation of the book proper, let us at- 
tempt to analyze the phenomenon 
which causes even "persona who 
know him" to wonder. 

In a properly organized working 
class party, the principle of demo- 
cratic centralism is deemed essen- 
tial not primarily out of moral or 
ethical considerations but above all 
because it is socially, politically 
correct. Party members rise to the 
position of leadership because of 
superior ability in their work, their 
ideas, their devotion to the cause, 
as displayed over a period ot time, 
and not in this or that isolated in- 
stance. Often enough, leadership 
is acquired not only by virtue of 
prominent participation in the gen- 
eral class struggle, but in the 
course of internal disputes in the 
party itself. Ideas, platforms, pro- 
grams are counterposed, and when 
the best of them prevails (either 
after internal discussion or after 
verification in the class struggle), 
it is logical that their spokesman 
should prevail with (hem. So-and- 
so! has demonstrated by his pro- 
posals and his activity in this sit- 
uation in 1919, that situation in 
1620, the other situation in 1921, 
etc., that the party would be well- 
advised in elevating him to the post 
of leadership where his political 
talents may he most beneficial to 
the movement. 



The good leader does not operate 
by himself; he surrounds himself 
with other qualified men in whose 
company, as the old Romans had it, 
he is first among equals. The good 
leader does not convert this com- 
pany into an aloof bureaucracy sep- 
arated from the ranks and striving 
above all for self-preservation and 
self-perpetuation. Quite the con- 
trary. He does not fear to give a 
thorough and periodic account of his 
stewardship; he welcomes criticism. 
If his course is correct, he has suf- 
ficient confidence in the ranks to 
know that they will endorse it. If 
his course is wrong, the same con- 
fidence assures him that the ranks 
will help him by correcting it. By 
mean's of this mutual consultation 
and influencing, the. leader keeps 
liis indispensable contact with the 
ranks of the movement — a con tart 
without which he is sure to m> 
wrong; and the ranks are not only 
in a position to cheek and control, 
hill they are constantly b<-iug train- 
ed t,i a better understanding of 
problems, and prepared for leader- 
ship tJM'iusel v«,*>i. And the job of 
the revolutionary ]);in.r is to lead.. 
Bureacratic I.eai-ersifijj 

in genera!, lilis ■ , ci>r; l s , .:nts the 
normal and !ie:.ltiiy si ay ill which 
(lit 1 party ranks and leadership 
must [unction. A bureaucratic re- 
gime represents 1 he abnormal and 
unhealthy way. II is interested l"i- 
uiariiy in keeping itself: intact, and 
consequently ■ develops distinct caste 
interests o;' its own. Having lost 
coutaet with the ranks, it loses that 
indispensable knowledge of the 
moods, needs, interests of the. masses. 
Without that, its charts are no good 
and mora often than not it leads the 
ranks onto a reef. The iiistory of 
the labor movement is rite with ex- 
amples of this fatal connection be- 
tween organization and polities. 
Unable to give on accounting oE 
itself that will be acceptable to the 
ranks, the bureaucracy draws fur- 
ther and further away from them. 
It resents their interference and 
fears it Once it has gained organ- 
izational control of the movement, 
by virtue of one or another com- 
bination of circumstances, it must 
inevitably deprive the ranks of the 
possibility and opportunity to ex- 
press themeselves politically in a 
free and thorough manner, for they 
would eventually and unfailingly 
draw such organizational conclu- 
sions from their political expression 



as would mean the end of the 
bureaucracy. Bureaucratism there- 
fore strangles the party organiza- 
tionally and politically. Commun- 
ism means the establishment of a 
new relationship between man and 
man. Reactionary bureaucratism, 
its antipode, ends by establishing 
between the summits and the ranks 
the relationship of feudal lord and 
serf. 

But what if differences arise in 
the ranks of the bureaucracy itself, 
as they always do and inevitably 
must? As a rule, the bureaucrats 
cannot appeal to the ranks to in- 
tervene in the settlement of the 
differences. That would mean to 
loosen the bonds of the masses, to 
awaken thein, to present them with 
political problems to solve, to set 
them in motion. One*: ihat is done, 
tht' bureaucracy has no way of 
telling where the re-awakened mass- 
es will stop. (J nod gracious! They 
might decide that tiie real solution 
to the bureaucratic dispute lies in 
;i:e elimination of the Imreauiracy 
iiself! Increasingly reluctant to 
refer its unavoidable disputes to 
die masses. Hie bureaucracy always 
t'.uiis !■} set up a rfapi'ena' Arbiter 
in it.s own mid.-r, one up.. 11 whom il 
ictk'pi lor tiie pioiection of its 
l itsiu inlere.M-, ;mm allafks by ob- 
sLrep-.';-ous members of the. caMe il- 
self as we!! by the l::as-;es whom it 
dominates. 

"Cut the King Is Naked" 

This is, roughly, the general out- 
tine of the mechanics of the evolu- 
tion ot a I'.ouap.iriist leadership, 
clearly discernible in the develop- 
ment of the Soviet I'nion, especially 
of its Communist party, in the last 
decade. The more insufferable the 
bureaucratic regime becomes, the 
narrower the organized base of its 
existence, the more imperiously it 
requires periodic "endorsements" 
fr"om the masses. The closer it 
comes to utter bankruptcy and ex- 
posure, the more feverishly does it 
seek to bolster the legend of Its 
successes, its infallibility and its 
popularity. 

Lenin, serene in the knowledge 
that his policies were correct, or if 
wrong, could be corrected in a nor- 
mal manner, had no fear whatso- 
ever to expose himself and his 
course to (he widest public discus- 
sion. Stalin, the incarnation of the 
bureaucracy, is anything but serene, 
and' for good reason. The nude 
king of the fairy tale who compelled 
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•"What Is Communism?" by Earl 
Browder, Vanguard Press. New 
York. 50 cents. 



By L. T. 

In a public report on Dec. 30, 
1035, Khrusehov, the leader of the 
Moscow organization, the most im- 
portant and the largest in the party, 
boasted that, the check-up of the 
party documents resulted in suc- 
cess. The enemies of the party 
were exposed: "Trotskyists, Zino- 
vievists, spies, kulaks, white Guard 
officers.''- The order in which the 
categories of the expelled are listed 
is very remarkable, indeed ! In 
Moscow, the kulaks and White 
Guard officers occupy the last 
place : they were taken care of 
long ago by the previous purges 
in the capital. There Is no need to 
dwell upon "spies" as a special 
category. Thus, the chief targets 
of the purge in Moscow were the 
Trotskyists and the Zinovievists. 
But, no more and no less than 
9,975 members of the party were 
expelled (n the city alone, apart 
from the district itself! 

In Leningrad, 7,274 people were 
expelled. Zhdanov, the Leningrad 
leader of the party, announced 
that "The counter-revolutionary 
Zinovievists occupy a notable place 
( !) among the expelled.". In Len- 
ingrad, as is well known, the Left 
Opposition has traditionally as- 
sumed a Zinovievist coloration, 
which must have become accentu- 
ated after Zinoviev was clapped in 
jail. If among a number of. more 
than 7,000 the Zinovievists occupy 
a "notable place," then it is quite 
clear that we are not dealing with 
a few scores or hundreds. Pre- 
cisely for this reason the reporter 
was careful to evade mentioning 
the figure. 

10,000 Expelled in Capital Cities 

In addition to the "Trotskyists" 
and the "Zinovievists," Zhdanov 
made an obscure reference to ''op- 
portunists of all sorts." In all 
probability this label covers those 
party members who have shown re- 
sistance to the bureaucratic excess- 
es of the Stakhanov movement. 
There need be no doubts that the 
opposition groupings in the work- 
ing class have been revived pre- 
cisely by the new pressure upon the 
workers, accompanied with new 
and monstrous privileges for the 
bureaucracy and the "best people." 
It is noteworthy, in any case, that 
neither Khrusehov nor Zhdanov 
had a single word to say in refer- 
ence to either the Mensheviks or 
the Social Revolutionaries. 

We wrote, on a previous occa- 
sion, that during the last months 
of 1935, not less than 10,000, and 
most prohably close to 20,000 Bol- 



shevik: Leninists were expelled from 
the party (exclusive of the party 
candidates and the Y.C.L. ) . On 
the basis of the reports of Khru- 
sehov and Zhdanov, that have been 
published since then, we conclude 
that not less than 10,000 "Trotsky- 
ists" and "Zinovievists" were ex- 
pelled in the two capital cities 
alone. 

* • • 

We failed to run across a single 
reference to the "Democratic Cen- 
tralist Group" or to the "Workers' 
Opposition," either in the general 
listing of the categories of the ex- 
pelled, or among the individual re- 
ports, articles and notes. It is 
quite probable, of course, that iso- 
lated expulsions of the representa- 
tives of these groupings took place, 
but they were so few numerically 
that they were included among the 
general category of "others." This 
fact is of major political impor- 
tance. With the preservation of 
the socialized means of production 
and with the collectivization of the 
overwhelming majority of the peas- 
antry, the economic and cultural 
successes of the Soviet Union prove 
all too clearly that the social foun- 
dations lodged by the October rev- 
olution have not been destroyed, 
despite the threatening bourgeois 
degeneration of the ruling stratum, 
and that these foundations can 
create the neeessary pre-conditions 
for a future socialist society. 

To place the U.S.S.R. on the same 
plane with capitalist states is to 
spill out the baby from the wash 
tub along with the dirty water. 
The advanced workers want to 
throw out the dirty wafer of the 
bureaucracy but at the same time 
they wish to safeguard and to bring 
up the baby. That is why, even 
years ago, when times were much 
more difficult, the oppositionist 
movement in the working class re- 
fused to follow the Mensheviks. 
That is why today, it has obviously 
turned its back upon the Workers' 
Opposition, the D.C.ers, and all 
others who approach the old Men- 
shevik positions from the "left." In 
this fact we have an incontroverti- 
ble verification of our program, for 
it has been subjected to testing not 
only in theory but in practice. The 
struggle against the bureaucratic 
caste and the regime of privileges, 
the struggle for the socialist future 
of the country, the struggle tor the 
world revolution marches in the 
U.S.S.R. under the banner of the 
Bolshevik-Leninists, and only under 
their banner. 



his subjects to comment loudly upon 
the beauty of his garments which 
they could not see, was disconcerted 
by the little child who cried, "But 
the King is naked t" In the Soviet 
Union, even the smallest child is 
taught to say that his nude sove- 
reign is not only not naked but is 
garbed in the most ravishing mode. 
Omniscient and Omnipresent 

To preserve itself, the bureau- 
cracy puts all its hopes in the Su- 
preme Arbiter, Stalin. To preserve 
him, the bureaucracy carries on a 
systematic, well- organized, and tho- 
roughly hair-raising campaign of 
panegyrics to The Leader. Steadily 
dinned into the minds of the masses 
is the notion that they must believe 
wliat they are told, not what they 
sec. If the manses can be made to 
believe that The Leader is- as wise, 
as infallible and as go»d as Omni- 
scient and Omnipresent God bim- 
selt, then the decrees which he 
issues, primarily in the interests of! 
tiie liiireaucrai-y. will find more 
favor and less opposition, 

Tiiat, we belie e, is the main 
re.'son for the incredible .^ysteiii of 
doIii-i.li>>; liindiiiion ot Stalin which 
(,n^isL Id brill'.; a Hash of shaino to 
i-vi'i'jijnu s.;v<> -tin- niamelukes of ihe 
!c,>n.ie. and ev;:u to r-ioni" of them, 
.h'si took at :i few esan-pk •; troni a 
iGient compilation. 
t'lianielf'ss Panegyrics for Stalin 

Renamed or newly -named 1 Hies 
of. Hie L". S. S. It. now include 
S'-nUhisk, Stalingrad, Stalino. -alalia, 
Hraliuabnd, Stalinissi, Wtalin-Aoni, 
Stalinir and Stsiliuogorsk. to say 
nothing of tin; highest peak <>i 
Mount Pamir, Peak Ktaliu (the 
second highest being named i'eal; 
Lenin). Factories and streets bear- 
ing The august name are legion. 

In the field of belles lettres, 
Stalin has assumed a position of 
the very highest renown. A con- 
tributor to "The Literary Gazette" 
tells you that "It is the role of 
linguistics and ariticism to study 
the style of Stalin." The versifier 
Demian Biedny declares at a meet- 
ing; "Learn to write like Stalin 
writes.*' An effusive, but entirely 
typical lady of le titers, describes 
Stalin in a Russian journal as 
nothing less than the direct con- 
tributor of Goethe. A writer In 
"At the Literary Post" casually 
informs the reader that Stalin 
"has always been distinguished by 
his profound comprehension of lit- 
erature." A manifesto of the As- 
sociation of "proletarian" writers 
.says without a smile: "Each sec- 
tion, each paragraph of the speech 
of Stalin is the most fertile theme 
for artistic works." 

Stalin: Peer ef Kantians 

No less a genius does The Leader 
display in the field of philosophy. 
An unblushing professor tells the 
Communist Academy in Moscow: 
"The position of the theses of 
Kantism cannot be completely un- 
derstood in contemporary science 
except in the light of comrade 
Stalin's last letter." (The refer- 
ence is to Stalin's putrid attack on 
■the memory of Rosa Luxemburg ; 
the connection it has with tiie Kan- 
tian theses is, of course, perfectly 
obvious.) A writer in "Revolution 
and Culture" sets down the fact 
that Stalin is to be counted among 
the ''profound connoisseurs and 
critics of Hegel" (as Stalin's col- 
lected works on philosophy amply 
reveal). Still another lover of bu- 
reaucratic posteriors adds that 
Stalin belongs among "the most 
competent authorities on contem- 
porary philosophical problems." A 
fourth stipendiary notes in passing 
in "The Cultural Front" that "Es- 
sential ly. certain prognostications 
of Aristotle have been incarnated 
and deciphered in all their ampli- 
tude only by Stalin." 

The late Kirov described Stalin 
at the 17th Congress as not more 
and not less than "the greatest 
leader of all times and of all peo- 
ples." The editor of "Izvestia," at 
another congress, relieved himself 
of this: "On the threshold of the 
new era stand two peerless titans 
of thought, Lenin and Stalin. . . . 
Can anything be written nowadays 
on anything at all without know- 
ing Stalin? Absolutely not! Noth- 
ing can be understood without 
Stalin, nor anything interesting 
written." 

Among the titles by which this 
shy Georgian flower graciously per- 
mits himself to he called, are : The 
colossus of steel, the great pilot (or 
the great engineer, architect,. mas- 
ter, theoretician, collective farmer, 
etc.), the great disciple of the 
great masters, the field marshal of 
the revolutionary army, the chief 
of the world proletariat the heroic 
oganizer of the Red Army, the in- 
spirer of the October Revolution, 
the best Leninist, the best among 
the best, the gifted leader, the be- 
loved leader, the dearly beloved 
leader, the most dearly beloved 
leader; and more of the same if 

you can stand it 

• • • 

Ordaining Lesser "Beloved Leaders" 

As in the U.S.S.R., so in the rest 
of the world. In every communist 
party, Stalin appoints an agent 
upon whom is automatically con- 
ferred the* title of "beloved leader," 
just as the commoner appointed 
Vali of a province conquered by the 



Turks in times gone by automatic- 
ally became a Pasha or a Bey.' The 
designation of "beloved leaders" 
in every country is not merely done 
in servile imitation of the Russian 
state of things. It is politicalyl 
necessary for the Stalin regime. 
Under it, the Comintern has been 
reduced to the position of a de- 
partment of the Soviet Foreign Of- 
fice. Stalin has no .time or need of 
revolutionary working class poli- 
tics. The idea of the normal de- 
velopment of a leadership indigen- 
ous to its communist and working 
class movements, is entirely super- 
fluous — even dangerous — to his cal- 
culations. In every party, he mere- 
ly needs a Governor-General who 
can trustwortbily translate into the 
language of his country the require- 
ments of the Soviet bureaucracy. 
The fact that this agent is exclu- 
sively dependent upon the goodwill 
of those who appointed him has a 
double advantage: 1) the ranks of 
the party, which have been trained 
that way, will take what this me- 
chanical transmitter says without 
•tuestioning it ; 2) he can be re- 
moved just as easily as he was ap- 
pointed. Each agent is like a light 
along the communications system 
of the Comintern, Stalin throws 
tilts master switch, all of them turn 
;:ink. and the trains will move ac- 
cordingly in each country; a twist 
01 the master switch and all lights 
!uru yellow or green itr bine. 

in China, one <hi\ . the masses 
\v:II suddenly be informed tiiar the 
MaliuiSi liiiidcr tiiL-i 1 >ve is Li Li- 
sau; Ihu il can i'appen jit did!:) 
; ll.;i t She niasi-es sliould wake ;ip 
-.oine morning and find that they 
d:i not love him she Ic.i.-t bit, they 
love Wang iiin iusuad. In France, 
the prole: iii'iat mast accept Thorez 
and nobody < !sc as its "beloved 
loader"— for Fiance oiiiv, to lie 
-aire ; on a world scale, only Stalin 
is i! 10 object of its affection. Sim- 
ilarly, in every other country, from 
Australia to Zanzibar. 
Following Mac hia velli's Advice 
In his chapter "Of Those Who 
Have Attained the Position of 
Prince by Villainy,'' Niccolo Machi- 
aveili gives the advice that "in 
taking a state the conqueror must 
arrange to commit all his cruelties 
at once, so as not to have to recur 
to them every day, and so as to be 
able, by not making fresh changes, 
to reassure people and win them 
over by benefiting them." 

In point of fact, that is what 
S>tallin did in the United States. 
Taking over the American C. P. 
from thoso suspected of "rotten 
liberalism" towards Bukbarin — the 
Lovestoneit.es — he committed "all 
bis cruelties at once": Browder 
was appointed General Secretary 
and Heloved Leader in one. In 
turn, he has created Beloved Lead- 
ers on a lower scale in the hier- 
archy. Lem Harris is thus the be- 
loved leader of the farmers; Her- 
bert Benjamin the Beloved Leader 
of the Unemployed ; James Ford 
the Heloved Leader of the Harlem 
musses ; Israel Amter the Beloved 
Leader of the New York workers. 
But over and above them all is the 
Beloved Leader Browder, only 
one step removed (but what a 
step!) from THE Beloved Leader 
of the World Proletariat. 

In making his choice, Stalin was 
not deceived. Be the figure as col- 
orless and mediocre as possible- 
it does not matter much. Obscuri- 
ty, too, is no handicap— a reputa- 
tion will be speedily and elaborate- 
ly manufactured and disseminated 
for him. All that is really required 
of the Beloved Leader is that he 
have a vacancy in those spots 
where a normal human being has 
his spinal column and his cerebel- 
lum, and that the hinges of his 
knees be well-oiled. Time was 
when Browder would not have qual- 
ified for the post; those old in the 
movement recall days when he had 
ideas of bis own. even if they were 
almost invariably wrong. But he 
has since sternly repressed this de- 
fect. He has learned the all-suffic- 
ing virtue of Obedience. This vir- 
tue, in the Stalinist order of things, 
has its own reward in the form of 
Beloved Leadership. 

Last year, Browder put between 
covers a collection of articles and 
speeches which made him sound 
like a lion — a somewhat deranged 
lion, but one with a deep and in- 
tolerant roar. Nothing was too 
(radical for him in those days, for 
be was Obedient to the Stalin of 
the moment. Hoover? Roosevelt? 
Green? Lewis? Thomas? Cahan? 
Trotsky? Olson? Coughlin? All of 
them were combined in a colossal 
conspiracy to defeat Browder's 
plans for an immediate and stormy 
revolution in the United States. 
A "Rod-Blooded American" 
Then came the news of the turn 
proclaimed by the 7th Congress. 
Result ? Where once he roared, he 
now bleats pathetically. The turn 
is towards conservatism, respecta- 
bility, patriotism, nationalism, uni- 
ted frontisra. In his new book, as 
in all his other writings and ac- 
tions, Browder makes the turn with 
the late convert's zeal. In the Be- 
loved Leader of the American pro- 
letariat the new -turn of the C. I. 
is full-bloodedly incarnated. Bu- 
denz, 'the turncoat who took refuge 
in the Stalinist camp, emphasizes 
to the readers of the Daily Worker 
that his leader has a "Kansas 
tWang" (the frontier touch). A 
Boston leaflet announcing the C. P. 
Lenin memorial meeting anxiously 
describes Browder as the "Kansas- 
born American leader of the Com- 
munist party." His bourgeois bio- 
grapher assures his readers that 
"Our No. 1 Communist" has ances- 



f *A Sensational Interview" 

Azana Sends His Best 
Love to Stalin 



Light was thrown on the reasons 
behind the Stalinists' pro-Azana 
eourse in Spain, by the publication 
in the Daily Worker of April 23 
of an eight- column streamer, "Span- 
ish Premier, Holds Soviet Union 
Guarantor of Peace," and under- 
neath it a cable from Moscow which 
gives in full an interview between 
Azana and the Soviet writer Ehr- 
enbourg, terming it a "sensational 
interview." 

Contrast the generous space given 
to this interview, with the sparsity 
of news from Spain in the Daily 
Worker since the February elec- 
tion. Almost nothing is reported. 
What little is printed is dishonestly 
distorted. Azana's speech of April 
4, hailed by the reactionaries, was 
not mentioned. His speech of April 
13 was mentioned — bv,t his attack 
in it on Communism was deleted! 
In its April IS story, the Daily 
Worker revealed the bankruptcy of 
the line of the C.i'.-S.P. which hi 
tiw middle «f the ■.'cnei-ai striiie '-de- 
clared they may i.Hiiicipate later. 
Their present ilciMon was ■,• snp- 
iiort Site A/.-iiiit gdvernnieitt inso.ai' 
as it lakes effective action ;igii ! ii.-t 
nie rt'iii;lii>!i:'!'k's, ' Vet the itaiiy 
Worker hail the 'jail to ;i,:t as a 
headline dm this -;tol'y i'.ia-i ■'iVisple's 
Itt'M-k (i- e.. including Abulia) 
Forces Arrest of i'stscisfs in Civil 
(it-art!.'* The nam-.- story reports 
the C.i'.-S.l*. ve-te of comiden.e in 
Ami nji but si:ppress;\s ail facts 
about bis auti-Conimunis! attack in 
the Cortes. In short, the Daily 
Worker behaves like the Stalinist 
"Mimdo Ohrcro" width outdoes the 
government papers in its slavish 
sapport. of Axanti. Why? Azana's 
interview, relayed from Moscow; 
supplies the answer: Azauu is a 
''friend" of the Soviet Union! 

Wo quote the interview as a 
whole : 

"Khrenbourg: what measures has 
the Spanish Government taken for 
the establishment of normal diplo- 
matic relations with the U.S. S. It.? 
''Aiana: During the campaign, 
the People's Front advanced the de- 
mand for the establishment of dip- 
lomatic relations with the U.S.S.R. 
During the next two weeks, an Am- 
bassador of the Spanish Republic 
will be appointed to Moscow. I 
know that the "rights" will pro-doomed." 



test but I am not in the least inter- 
ested in their position. 

"Ehrenbourg: Are you a member 
of the presidium of the League for 
the Defense of Peace? 

''Azana: Yes, I am, together with 
Alvarez Dea Vayo and the poet, 
Antonio Machado. 

"Ehrenhoitrg: How do you esti- 
mate the role of the U.K.S.R. in the 
matter of the defense of peace? 

"Aiana: The U.S.S.R. is the guar- 
antor of peace. Your country pos- 
sesses military power and is there- 
fore able to defend our common 
ideals. Fascism is the germ of war. 
''Elirenbourgi Are you acquainted 
with Soviet art? 

''Azana: I particularly value the 
new SiJviet music which I have 
heard here and in Paris. I know 
the Soviet writers and your liiera- 
ture lias enabled me to understand 
the soul of thn Soviet revolution. I 
need not mention the greiti impres- 
sion which Soviet films have made 
upon me. 1 regret today io say 
that 1 ani ■iCfjuiiinled 'viiu Stiinis- 
lavskv .uid Moierhohl | T'amons So- 
viet 1 bo.it re fli'-eclors j nii!y ir-au 
books. I hn(,e soon. 10 i;e in ?.ii>s- 
cow. V.'e am-! .'o evei'n ibhig in 
urtler t<> sti-e-iaini the '... um h peo- 
ple willi Soviet ddlii.'e anil .at. 

"t'iUVilfciiiir::: Low •«. y, ;: esti- 
Mato : ho >i' ::al ion in Sj.ain ' 

"Azsn;t : i isicrday's c;-. :.;- show 
t!i;i) 1 lie 'rights' )ia>.' noi recon- 
ciled themselves. Certain elements 
in the Civil <;uai'(!s -howt d insub- 
ordination. Yeslcrday, 1 In- govern- 
ment took a number of urgent mea- 
sures: tiie removal or replacement 
of Fascisrs who are iimong the com- 
manding staff. 

"The •rights" are frightened and 
will not dare to raise their heads. 
I believe that in the very near fu- 
ture we will have an agrarian re- 
form. We are preparing a bill 
which will allow us more stringent 
control over Spanish banks. 

'The People's Front is stable and 
the Communists are trusted allies. 
The enemies of the regime are only 
among the 'rights.' I do not deny 
that we are confronted with many 
obstacles but I am convinced that 
the People's Front will triumph 
completely and that Fascism is 



tors who "Came to, the Colonies not 
after the landing of the Mayflower, 
and members of the family have 
fought in every war waged by this 
country up to the last one" (The 
D.A.R. touch). In his book (the 
new one ! ) Browder assures Mr. 
Hearst that "we cannot think of 
any other spot on the globe where 
we would rather be than exactly 
tins one'' (p. 13] and on the next 
page he generously pleads on be- 
half of the foreign-born workers: 
"They deserve, at a minimum [ !] 
a little courtesy [ ! !] from those 
who would speak of Americanism." 
To Keiley's question about the prob- 
lem of saluting the Hag faced by 
Browder's children in the public 
schools, the latter replies : "It's 
their flag. Why shouldn't they 
salute it?" (American Magazine, 
Feb. 1936, p. 111.) 

Why not, indeed ? For the point 
is that the Stalinist parties, their 
Beloved Leaders included, have 
changed Sags. Another word for 
such action is: betrayal. How 
completely the principles to which 
the C.P. once bore allegiance have 
been abandoned, is revealed by a 
thorough reading of the new Brow- 
der book. 



LUMEN CLUB 
CAMP EXCURSION 

Come to the excursion arranged 
by the Lumen Club and see its 
new camping ground for the com- 
ing season. 

Sunday, May 10, 10:15 A.M. 

Starting out from the Bus 
Terminal at 181 St. and Amster- 
dam Ave. The bus will take you 
to Riverdale, X. J. You will 
have 11 good time and see the 
location of your coming summer 
vacation. 

Lunch will be served at the 
camp. 

Don't hesitate, come along. 

Price for round trip ticket, 70c. 
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OPENING SPECIALS 

Until April 31 the LABOR BOOK SHOP is offering special 
tow prices on hundreds of books and pamphlets. Visit our shop 
or send postcard for booklist. Open every day (except Sunday) 
from 9 A.M. to 9 P.M. 

Published 
WAR: Price 

Why We Fought— by C. Hartley Grattan $ 3-.50 

ECONOMICS: 

Decline of American Capitalism— by L. Corey 4.00 

The Power Age— by Walter N, Polakov 2.00 

Crisis of Capitalism In America — by M. .1. Bonn 2.00 

The American Adventure — by M, J. Bonn 2.Z>0 

LABOR HISTORY: 

Labor Movement in the U.S.' (18(30-1895) — 

by Norman J. Ware 3.0O 

SOCIAL DEMOCRACY: 

Memoirs of .Scheidemann (2 Vols.) 10.00 

FRENCH REVOLUTION: 

French devolution — by Albert Mathiez 3.00 

After Robespierre : The Thermidorian Reaction 2.75 

Special Combination Price for Both 

LEON TROTSKY: 

In Defense of Terrorism (with new introduction 

by author— 1935 } English 

My Lite 5.00 

ON GKRMAN FASCISM: 

What Next? (65c); Only Road (65e) ; clotb 

botvnd ...Special Price for both 

BOUND VOLUMES OF NEW MILITANT: 

1933 Reg. Price $1.50; 

1934 Reg. Price 1.50 ; 

And hundreds of other books and pamphlets of all publishers at 
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France «t tlic* Crossroads 

In Hen of ao Introduction to the Second Edition of 

"In Defense of Terrorism** 



-Mlv LEOll TROTAKY- 



Editor's Note: In response to 
requests from many of our read- 
ers we are continuing publication 
of "France at the Crossroads" by 
Leon Trotsky. This introduction 
to the new French edition of "In 
Defense of Terrorism" is the 
third section of comrade Trot- 
skyls series "Whither France" 
which is fo be published in book 
form by Pioneer Publishers. 
• * * 

The sharpening of the class strag- 
gle, and especially the open emer- 
gence of the armed gangs of reac- 
tion, caused great ferment among 
the workers' organizations. The 
Socialist Party which had been 
peaceful! j- performing the role of 
the spare wheel in the chariot of 
the Third Republic, found itself 
compelled to half-renounce its car- 
tel tradition, and even to break 
with its own right wing (the Neos). 
Concurrently, ilie Communists com- 
pleted their evolution in just the 
opposite direction, but on a scale 
infinitely more extensive. Over a 
period of several years these gen- 
tlemen had raved deliriously about 
barricades, conquering the streets, 
and so on (their delirium, to be 
sure, remained primarily literary 
in nature). Now after February G, 
1J934, realizing that the situation 
had taken a serious turn, the spe- 
cialists in barricades scurried to 
the right. The normal reflex ac- 
tion of the scared phrasemongers 
coincided most propitiously with 
the new international orientation 
of Soviet diplomacy. 

Stains Quo — the Policy 

Oppressed by the danger threat- 
ening from Hitler Germany, the 
policy of the Kremlin turned to- 
ward France. Status quo— in inter- 
national relations! Status quo in 
the internal relations of the French 
regime ! Hopes for the social rev 
olution? Chimeras! The leading 
circles in the Kremlin refer as a 
rule only with contempt to French 
communism. One must hang on to 
what exists, lest things get worse. 
Parliamentary democracy in France 
is inconceivable without the Radi- 
cals : they must be supported by 
the Socialists. It is necessary to 
order the Communists not to hinder 
the bioc between Blum and Her- 
riot, and if possible, the Commu- 
nists, themselves, must join the bloc. 
No convulsions, no threats ! Such 
is the course pursued by Hie Krem- 
lin. 

When Stalin renounces the world 
revolution, the bourgeois parties of 
France refuse to believe hira. Need- 
less caution ! In politics, blind 
credulity is, of course, not a great 
virtue. But blind distrust is no 
belter. One must know how to com- 
pare words with deeds and be able 
to recognize a general tendency of 
development over a period of years. 
The policy of Stalin, determined by 
the interests of the privileged So- 
viet bureaucracy, has become con- 
servative through and through. The 
French bourgeoisie has ample rea- 
sons to place faith in Stalin. All 
the less reason for trust on the part 
of the French proletariat. 

The Society for Bankrupts 

During the Trade Union Unity 
congress at Toulouse, the "commu- 
nist" Racamond gave a truly im- 
mortal formula of the policy of the 
People's Front: "How to overcome 
the timidity of the Radical Party ?" 
How to overcome the bourgeoisie's 
fear of the proletariat? Very sim- 
ply : the terrible revolutionists must 
fling away the knife clenched be- 
tween their teeth, they must put 
pomade on their hair, and filch the 
smile of the most fascinating cour- 
tesan. The result will be Vaillant- 
Couturier— latest model. Under the 
onset of the pomaded "communists," 
who with all their strength pushed 
the leftward moving Socialists to 
the right, Blum had to change his 
course once again, fortunately, in 
the accustomed direction. Thus 
arose the People's Front — the so- 
ciety for insuring Radical bank- 
rupts at the expense of the capital 
or the -working class organizations. 

Radicalism is inseparable from 
Freemasonry. When we say this, 
we have said everything. During 
the debate in the Chamber of Dep- 
uties on the Fascist leagues, Mr. 
Xavier Valla recalled that Trotsky 
had once "prohibited" French com- 
munists from participating in Ma- 
sonic lodges. Mr. Jammy Schmidt, 
who we believe is a high authority 
in this field, immediately explained 
this edict by the incompatibility be- 
tween despotic Bolshevism and the 
"free spirit." We shall not dispute 
this point with the Radical deputy. 
But we still consider that a labor 
representative, who seeks inspira- 
tion or solace in the vapid Masonic 
cult of class-collaboration, is unde- 



serving of the slightest trust. It 
was not accidental that the cartel 
was supplemented by the extensive 
participation of the Socialists in 
the mummery of the lodges. Now 
the time has como for the repen- 
tant Communists, also, to don the 
aprons i Incidentally, the newly 
converted pupils will be able to 
serve the old masters ot the cartel 
more comfortably in aprons. 

Safety Valve for Capitalism 

But, we are told not without in- 
dignation, the People's Front is not 
a cartel at all, but a mass move- 
ment. There is, of course, no lack 
of pompous definitions, but they do 
not change the nature of things. 
The job of the cartel always con- 
sisted in putting a brake upon the 
mass movement, directing it into 
the channels of class collaboration. 
This is precisely the job of the 
People's Front as well. The dif- 
ference between them — and not an 
unimportant one— is: that the tra- 
dit ional cartel was aplied during 
the comparatively peaceful and 
stable epochs of the parliamentary 
regime. Now, however, when the 
masses are impatient and explosive, 
a more imposing brake is needed, 
with the participation of the "com- 
munists." Joint meetings, parade 
processions, oaths, mixing the ban- 
uers of the Commune and of Ver- 
sailles, noise, bedlam, demagogy — 
all these serve a single aim: to 
curb and demoralize the mass move- 
ment. 

While justifying himself in the 
Chamber before the Rights, Sarraut 
declared that his innocent conces- 
sions to the People's Front were 
nothing else than the safety valve 
of the regime. Such frankness may 
seem imprudent. But it was re- 
warded by violent applause from 
the benches of the extreme left. 
Ergo, there was no reason for Sar- 
raut to be bashful. In any case, 
he succeeded, perhaps, not quite 
consciously, in providing a classic 
definition of the People's Front: a 
safety valve for the mass move- 
ment. II. Sarraut is generally lucky 
with his aphorisms I 
Foreign Policy of People's Front 
Foreign policy is the continuation 
of home policy. Having entirely 
renounced the viewpoint of the pro- 
letariat, Blum, Cachin and Co. 
adopt, under the screen of "collec- 
tive security" and "international 
law," the viewpoint of national im- 
perialism. They are preparing pre- 
cisely the same policy of bootlicking 
which they had conducted in the 
years 1914 to 1918, adding only the 
phrase "For the Defense of the 
U.S.S.R." Yet during the years 
11918-1923, when Soviet diplomacy 
was also obliged to veer consider- 
ably and to conclude a good many 
agreements, not a single one of the 
sections of the Communist Interna- 
tional so much as even dared to 
think of a Woe with its own bour- 
geoisie! Is not this alone ample 
proof of the sincerity of Stalin's 
renunciation of the world revolu- 
tion? 

The self-same motives which im- 
pelled the present leaders of the 
Comintern to suckle at the paps of 
"democracy" in its period of agony, 
led them to discover the glorious 
image of the League of Nations, 
when the death rattle was already 
emanating from it. Thus was cre- 
ated a common platform ot foreign 
policy between the Radicals and the 
Soviet Union. The home program 
of the People's Front is concocted 
of generalities which allow of as 
liberal an interpretation as does 
the Geneva covenant. The general 
meaning of the program is to leave 
everything as of old. Meanwhile, 
the masses refuse tto accept the 
old any longer : therein lies the 
gist of the political crisis. 

Proletarian Disarmament 

Disarming the proletariat polit- 
ically, the Blums, Paul Faures, 
Ca chins and Thorezes are most 
concerned lest the workers arm 
themselves physically. The agita- 
tion of these gentlemen does not 
differ in any way from the preach- 
er's sermons on the superiorities 
of the moral principles. En gels 
who taught that the problem of 
state power is the problem of 
armed detachments, and Marx who 
looked upon insurrection as an art 
seem to be akin to medieval bar- 
barians in the eyes o£ the present 
deputies, senators and mayors of 
the People's Front. For the one 
hundred and first time, Popuiaire 
prints a cartoon picturing a naked 
worker with the caption: "You will 
learn that our bare fists are more 
solid than all your black-jacks." 
What a splendid contempt for mili- 
tary technique ! Even the Abyssin- 
ian negus holds more progressive 



views on this subject The over- 
turns in Italy, Germany, and Aus- 
tria apparently do not exist for 
these people. Will' they cease sing- 
ing paeans to "bare fists" when de 
la Rocque claps handcuffs upon, 
them ? Sometimes one feels sorry 
that such an experience cannot be 
afforded privately to the Messrs. 
Leaders, without involving the 
masses ! 

From the standpoint ot the bour- 
geois regime as a whole, the Peo- 
ple's Front represents an episode in 
the competition between Radicalism 
and Fascism for the attention and 
good graces of big capital. By their 
theatrical fraternization with So- 
cialists and Communists, the Radi- 
cals want to prove to the master 
that the situation of the regime is 
not as bad as the Rights assert; 
that the threat of the revolution 
is not at all so great; that even 
Vailliint-Couturier has swapped his 
knife for a dog collar ; that through 
the medium of the domesticated 
"revolutionists" it is possible to 
discipline the working masses, and, 
consequently, to save the parlia- 
mentary system from shipwreck. 

Not all the Radicals believe in 
this maneuver ; the most solid and 
influential among them, headed by 
Herriot prefer to take a watchful 
position. But in the last analysis 
they have nothing else to propose 
themselves. The crisis of parlia- 
mentarian ism is first of all the 
crisis of the confidence of the voters 
in Radicalism. Until some method 
for rejuvenating capitalism is dis- 
covered there is not and cannot be 
any recipe for the salvation of the 
Radical party. The latter has only 
the choice between two variants of 
political doom. Even the relative 
success it may score during the 
coming elections can neither avert 
nor even long postpone its ship- 
wreck. 

Is This a Bloc? 

The leaders of the Socialist Party 
the most carefree politicians in 
France, do not burden themselves 
with the study of the sociology of 
the People's Front. No one can 
learn anything from the endless 
monologues of Leon Blum. As for 
the Communists, the latter, ex- 
tremely proud of their initiative in 
the cause of collaboration with the 
bourgeoisie, picture the People's 
Front as an alliance between the 
proletariat and the middle classes. 
What a parody on Marxism ! The 
Radical party is not at all the party 
of the petty bourgeoisie. Nor is it 
a ''bloc between the middle and the 
petty bourgeoisie," in accordance 
with the idiotic definition of the 
Moscow Pravda, The middle bour- 
geoisie exploits the petty bourgeoi- 
sie not only economically but also 
politically, and it itself is the agen- 
cy of finance capital. To give the 
hierarchic political relations, based 
upon exploitation, the neutral name 
of a "bloc" is to make mock of 
reality. A horseman is not a bloc 
between a man and a horse. If 
the party of Herriot- Daladier ex- 
tends its roots deeply into the petty 
bourgeoisie, and in part even into 
the working masses, it does so only 
in order to lull and dupe them in 
the interests of the capitalist order. 
The Radicals are the democratic 
party of French imperialism — any 
other definition is a lie. 



The crisis of the capitalist sys 
tern disarms the Radicals, depriv- 
ing them of their traditional im- 
plements for lulling the petty bour- 
geoisie. "The middle classes" are 
beginning to sense if not to under- 
stand that it is impossible to save 
the situation through paltry re- 
forms, that it is necessary to scrrt], 
audaciously the existing system. 
But Radicalism and audacity are 
as incompatible as fire and wjiler. 
Fascism is fed above all by the 
growing lack of confidence o£ the 
petty bourgeoisie in Radicalism. 
One can say without fear of exag- 
geration that the political fate of 
France in the period immediately 
ahead will largely take shape de- 
pending upon the manner in which 
Radicalism will be liquidated, and 
who will fall heir to its legacy, i.e., 
the influence upon the petty bour- 
geois : Fascism or the party Of the 
proletariat. 

An Axiom of Marxism 
The elementary axiom of Marx- 
ist strategy reads that the alliance 
between the proletariat and the 
little men of the city and country- 
can be realized only in the irrecon- 
cilable struggle against the tradi- 
tional parliamentary representation 
of the petty bourgeoisie. In order 
to attract the peasant to the side 
of the worker, it is necessary to 
tear the peasant away from the 
Radical politician, who subjects the 
peasant to finance capital. In con- 
tradistinction to this, the People's 
Front, the conspiracy between the 
labor bureaucracy and the worst 
political exploiters of the middle 
classes, is capable only of killing 
the faith of the masses in the revo- 
lutionary road and of driving them 
into the arms of the Fascist coun- 
ter-revolution. 

Unbelievable as it may seem, 
some cynics attempt lo justify the 
policy of the People's Front by 
quoting Lenin, who, if you please, 
proved that there is no getting 
along without "compromises" and. 
in particular, without making agree- 
ments with other parties. It has 
become an established rule among 
the leaders of the present Comin- 
tern to make mock of Lenin : they 
trample underfoot all the teachings 
of the builder of the Bolshevik 
party, and then they take a trip to 
Moscow to kneel before his Mauso- 
leum. 

The Tradition of Lenin 

Lenin began his activities in 
Czarist Russia, where not only the 
proletariat, the peasantry, and the 
intelligentsia but also wide circles 
of the bourgeoisie stood in opposi- 
tion to the old regime. If the pol- 
icy of the People's Front has any 
justification at all, one should ima- 
gine that it could be justified first 
of all in a country that has yet to 
achieve its bourgeois revolution. 
The Messrs. Falsifiers, however, 
would not do badly at all if they 
were to point out at what stage and 
under what conditions the Bolshe- 
vik rfarty ever built even a sem- 
blance of the People's Front in Rus- 
sia? Let them strain their imagi- 
nation and rummage among the 
historical documents ! 

The Bolsheviks did conclude 
practical agreements with the rev- 
olutionary petty bourgeois organi- 
zations, for example, for Joint il- 



legal transport of revolutionary 
literature; sometimes for joint ar- 
rangements of a street demonstra- 
tion ; sometimes to repulse the 
Black Hundred gangs. During 
elections to (he state Duma they 
did, under certain conditions, enter 
into electoral blocs with the Men- 
she viks or the Social Revolution- 
aries, on the second ballot. That 
is all. No common "programs," no 
common and permanent institutions, 
no renunciation of the criticism of 
temporary allies. Such episodic 
agreements and compromises, con- 
fined strictly to practical ^ims — 
and Lenin never spoke of any other 
kind — have absolutely nothing in 
common with the People's Fr ji«t 
which represents a conglomeration 
of heterogenous organizations, a 
long term alliance between differ- 
ent classes, that are bound for an 
entire period — and what a period! 
—by a common program and a com- 
mon policy, the policy of parades, 
declamations, and of throwing up 
smokescreens. The People's Front 
will fail to pieces at the first seri- 
ous test, and deep fissures will open 
up in all of its component sections. 
The policy of the People's Fron'. is 
the policy of betrayal. 

The rule of Bolshevism on the 
question of blocs reads : march sep- 
arately, strike together! The rule 
of the leaders of the present Com- 
intern is: march together in order 
to be smashed separately. Let thess 
gentlemen hold on to Stalin and 
Dimitrov. but leave Lenin in peace ! 

Is Franee Saved from Fascism! 

It is impossilbe to read without 
indignation the declarations of the 
bragging leaders who allege that 
the People's Front has "saved" 
France from Fascism. In point ot 
fact, they mean only to say that 
the mutual encouragement "saved" 
the scared heroes from their exag- 
gerated fears. For how long? Be- 
tween Hitler's first uprising and 
his coming to power, a decade 
elapsed, which -was marked by fre- 
quent ebbs and flows. At that time, 
the German Blums and Caching 
also used to proclaim more than 
once their "victory" over national 
socialism. We refused to believe 
them, and we were not mistaken. 
This experience, however, has 
taught the French cousins of Wels 
and Thaelmann nothing. In Ger- 
many, to be sure, the Communists 
did not participate in the People's 
Front, which united the social de- 
mocracy with the bourgeois left, 
and the Catholic Center ("the alli- 
ance between the proletariat and 
the middle classes"! During that 
period the Comintern rejected even 
fighting agreements between work- 
ing class organizations against 
Fascism. The results are quite well 
known. The warmest sympathy to 
Thaelmann as the captive Of execu- 
tioners cannot deter us from saying 
that his policy, i.e., the policy of 
Stalin, did more for Hitler's vic- 
tory than the policy of Hitler him- 
self. Having turned itself inside 
out, the Comintern now applies in 
France the quite familiar policy of 
the German Social Democracy. Is 
it really so difficult to foresee the 
results ? 

The coming parliamentary elec- 
tions, no matter what their out- 
come, will not in themselves bring 
any serious changes into the situ- 
ation : the voters, in the filial anal- 
ysis, are confronted with the choice 
between an arbiter of fhe type of 
Laval and an arbiter of the type, 
Herriot-Daladier. But inasmuch as 
Herriot has peacefully collaborated 
with Laval, and Daladier has sup- 
ported them both, the difference be- 
tween them is entirely insignificant, 
if measured by the scale of the 
tasks set by history. 

<To be oMitinaed) 
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(Continued from Page 1) 
be realized, the relationship of 
forces in the new Chamber will dif- 
fer little from that in the last. 

In the last Chamber the "left" 
bloc numbered 314 out of the total 
611 (of these the Radicals had 
151; S.P., 93; C.P., 10; the dissi- 
dent communists, 10 ; and Paul 
Boneour's Socialist and Republican 
Union, 39). 

In the new Chamber, a "left" 
majority— 320-340 out of 618 — can 
be had only with the participation 
of the Radicals, including both the 
"faithful" and the dubious friends 
of the People's Front. 

In other words, if the Radicals 
choose (i.e., if they are so ordered 
by French finance capital), they 
may agree to head a People's Front 
government, or even participate in 
it -with Leon Blum as Premier ; or 
they may prefer to enter into a 
bloc with the reactionaries of the 
Center or the Right as they have 
done innumerable times in the past. 
The Merry-Gc-Bound Again 

Thus, the "victory" merely re- 



produces under more tense condi- 
tions the main aspects of the Cham- 
ber that was elected in 1932. The 
old Chamber was also the result 
of a "leftward sweep," it was like- 
wise headed by the "left" govern- 
ment of Daladier-Frot, the govern- 
ment which capitulated in 1934 to 
the Fascists. 'We have the same 
setting, and even the same leading 
a.ctors from Daladier down, sup- 
ported by an extra cast of Stalin- 
ists and Socialists. 

It is the good old merry -go- 
round. It is therefore not surpris- 
ing to find that the editor of the 
New York Snn holds the same 
views on the subject of the French 
elections as does the Manchester 
Guardian and Ludwig Lore of the 
New York Post, who, in turn, is 
in agreement with Harry Gannes 
and the Daily Worker. 

On April 29, the New York Sun 
carried an editorial entitled "A 
Blow at Fascism," which points 
out that Fascism took "a heating" 
at .the ballot boxes. The English 
liberal Manchester Guardian sees 
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the Fascists turning into "respecta- 
ble conservatives." Ludwig Lore 
prophetically foretold in his column 
a few days before the elections that 
the "French Fascists Seem About 
to Join the 3->toed ,Horse"; and 
Gannes and the Daily Worker 
shout with him that "Fifty Million 
Frenchmen Can't Be Wrong !'' 
(April 29), and that "Fascism was 
effectually smashed by the results 
of the elections on Sunday in 
France." (H. Gannes in D.W.. 
April 28). 

Fascist bullets and knives can- 
not be exorcized by ballots, not 
even by such magicians as Lore or 
Gannes. 

While the misleaders of the 
French working class are celebrat- 
ing the "defeat" of Fascism, the 
agencies of finance capital are 
swinging into action. 

Finance-Capital Into Action 

Even though the leftward move- 
ment of the masses is being dissi- 
pated by the bankrupt and reac- 
tionary labor bureaucracies of the 
C.P. and the S.P., it constitutes a 
dire threat of the rulers of France. 
They mean to stem the movement 
and sow demoralization even be- 
fore the run-offs. The prices on the 
stock market are tumbling, and 
preparations are being completed 
to suspend the threat of devaluat- 
ing the franc ("which can be done 
by the bankers whenever they 
choose ) over the victory-drunk 

Under the cover of these moves, 
the Fascist hordes, now numbering 
close to 700,000 are being prepared 
for more intensive operations on 
the extra -parliamentary field. With 
gun and knife the armed thugs will 
try to stem the tide and to spread 
■the demoralization, for which the 
policies of the People's Front lay 
the foundation. In short, instead 
of being crushed, Fascism will pro- 



David Dubinsky, head of the In- 
ternational Ladies Garment Work- 
ers, has declared his support of 
Roosevelt. Another long-time mem- 
ber of the Socialist Party, Emil 
Rieve, president of the American 
Federation of Hosiery Workers, 
pushed through his union conven- 
tion a resolution endorsing Roose- 
velt. The General Executive Board 
of the Amalgamated Clothing 
Workers voted likewise, Joseph 
Schlossberg being the only one re- 
ported to have voted against the 
proposal. Among those voting with 
Sidney Hillman were Abraham 
Miller, Louis Hollander and Samuel 
Levin, Old Guard Socialist*, while 
Leo Krzycki, national chairman of 
the Socialist Party, is asserted by 
the New Leader to have merely 
abstained on the vote. 

These .iraitors give as their ex- 
cuse for supporting Roosevelt the 
preposterous claim that Roosevelt 
will save the labor movement from 
reaction. They speak of Roosevelt 
in much the same terms with which 
the German Socialists supported 
Hindenburg in 1932. Fortunately, 
there is this difference in the anal- 
ogy : the German bureaucracy 
dragged the whole Socialist move- 
ment along with them, while in 
America the main forces of the 
Socialist Party continue to fight 
for an independent proletarian 
course. 

Thus the treachery of the Dubin- 
sky s and the Rieves stands out 
still more nakedly as the treachery 
of union bureaucrats who have 
reached a point in their degenera- 
tion w'here they drop even the pre- 
tense of being Socialists. 

Logic of Right Wing. Policy 
Their treachery is the inevitable 
outcome of the Right wing Social- 
ist policy of the lust two decades 
in the "Socialist-controlled" un- 
ions. Built by class-conscious 
workers, these unions were from 
the first officered by Socialist Party 
members. Even when a bureau- 
cracy developed in these unions and 
crystallized during the war years, 
it had to continue to render lip- 
service to the Socialism adhered to 
by the most active union members. 
But after the 1919 split in the 
Socialist Party, there ceased to be 
even the semblance of a Socialist 
policy pursued under party direc- 
tion in the unions. Under the spe- 
cious formula of "cooperation with 
the unions, not trying to dominate 
them," the Hillquit leadership col- 
laborated with the union bureau- 
cracy in its class- col lab oration pol- 
icy, its venality, its persecution of 
the militant union members. When 
rank and file Socialists protested 
against this course, they were told 
by Hillquit that it would be a 
crime against the unions if Social- 
ist union members joined together 
.to formulate a policy for a union. 
Living and Acting Like Bosses 
Thus freed by Hillquit from any 
possible restraining influence of 
the Socialist rank and file, the 
Dubinskys were free to develop all 
the repulsive characteristics of a 
reformist trade union bureaucracy 
in an era ot relative capitalist sta- 
bility. Never called upon to give 
an accounting of themselves to the 
Socialist rank and file, much less 
called upon to collaborate with the 
Sociaist workers in formulation of 
policy, the Dubinskys lived like 
bosses, acted like bosses, and 
thought like bosses; the psycholo- 
gy ot the employers becomes far 
more akin to such bureaucrats than 
the psychology of the workers 
whom they dominate so ruthlessly. 

So long as the Communist Party 
was a revolutionary organization, 
whose organized fractions in the 
trade unions confronted the Social- 
ist bureaucrats with the needs of 
the workers, the Dubinskys found 
it easier to maintain their control 
by retaining their Socialist mem- 
bership, thus being able to assert 
that their differences with the 
Communist Party -was one within 
the proletariat. But with the de- 
generation of the Communist Party, 
and its resultant impotence in the 
unions, this restraining Influence 
disappeared. Meanwhile, the gen- 
eration of Socialist workers who 
built the needle trades unions has 
been dying off. The younger gen 
eration which has taken their place 
were not met by organized Social- 
ist activity which drew them into 
the party ; and those who went to 
the Socialist Party on their own 
initiative were repelled by the fact 
that they and the Dubinskys "were 
members of the same party. It is 
a sobering fact to realize what a 
small percentage of the present 
union membership even vote So- 
cialist or Communist, as compared 
to the solid Socialist ranks of the 
generation which built these un- 
ions. 

Thus the stage has long been set 
for the treachery of the Dubinskys. 
They have been treacherous in ti:c-lr 



whole course in the unions. There 
only remained that they should set 
the formal seal on this treachery 
by coming out in support of capi- 
talist politicians. 

So long as the Old Guard re- 
mained in control of the Socialist 
Party, the Dubinskys found the 
mantle of Socialism useful enough 
so that the.v refrained from mak- 
ing open commitments with 'capi- 
talist politicians (in New York, 
however, they tacitly supported 
Governor Lehman), But with the 
iollapse of the Old Guard, the Du- 
Vinskys dared not remain "Social- 
ists" any longer. 

One lias only to read the full — 
iii'd laudatory —reports in the New 
Leader, April 2D, of Dnbinsky's 
.speeches before the cloakmakers 
and the United Hebrew Trades, to 
see clearly his real animus. His 
artack on the Communists and on 
the united front for May Day is 
jusl window-dressing. The source 
of his rage is the fact that the 
Militant Socialists have adopted a 
policy of organized Socialist activi- 
ty in the trade unions and are 
building Socialist Leagues to for- 
mulate and -carry out policy iu the 
unions. This, according to Dubin- 
sky, is a "Communist assault on the 
unions." "Dubinsky deplored what 
he characterized as the attempt by 
the Socialist Party, under the lead- 
ership of the left wing group, to 
dictate policies to the labor unions, 
and abandonment of the policy of 
cooperation with the trade unions." 
Dubinsky wept for the good old 
days of Hillquit: 

"The party of Morris Hillquit 
had won the reputation tor seeking 
to work harmoniously with the la- 
bor movement, and now the So- 
cialist Party, under the leadership 
of Norman Thomas, endeavors to 
split and disrupt the labor move- 
ment." 
Dubinsky's Hatred of 'Militants' 

Here is the root of Dubinsky's 
hate and fear of the Militant So- 
cialists; and well may he fear. For 
despite their present weaknesses, 
the Socialist Leagues in the unions 
constitute the most serious threat 
to the Dubinskys in a decade. In 
■these leagues, inevitably, the So- 
cialist workers will hammer out a 
class-struggle union policy and 
come to grips with the bureaucrats. 

We are sure that these Socialist 
workers, who know Dubinsky and 
his like at close range, are happiest 
of all that these traitors are no 
longer members of the Socialist 
Party. A deadening weight has 
been lifted from the shoulders of 
the Socialist workers; they are 
freer to recruit the masses iu the 
unions to Socialism. 

It is unfortunate that the Dubin- 
skys were permitted to take the 
initiative and choose their own op- 
portunity to leave the Socialist 
Party. They should have been 
driven out long ago by the party 
on its own initiative. The workers 
domineered and oppressed by the 
bureaucrats would have haji all the 
more respect for the Socialist Party 
had it done so. Nevertheless, the 
fact that the Dubinskys are no 
longer covered by the mantle of 
Socialism is a good, healthy sign 
of the leftward development of the 
Socialist Party. Given a continua- 
tion of this development, and one 
Dubinsky will be replaced by a 
thousand honest workers. 

,We refrain from commenting at 
length on the truly disgusting be- 
havior of the Old Guard Socialists. 
Dubinsky abandons Socialism and 
jumps on the Roosevelt bandwagon. 
Not a word of reproof from the Old 
Guard Socialists! Instead, they 
give columns and columns to his 
ballyhoo for Roosevelt and attacks 
on the Militant Socialists. The Old 
Guard taunts Krzycki for abstain- 
ing on the Roosevelt vote in the 
Amalgamated; and if it is true, 
Krzycki deserves the severest treat- 
ment. But not a word in the New 
Leader about the three official and 
sir non-party Old Guardlsts who 
voted for Rjoosevelt! The most 
likely explanation is that the Old 
Guard is leaving the door open for 
■them to follow Dubinsky,, Rieve, 
Miller, et al, into the Roosevelt 
camp. 



ceed io redouble Its activities. 

There are clear signs, however, 
that the French workers have 
learned from the experience of 
Italy, Germany, Austria, and Spain. 
The struggle will be decided not in 
Parliament but in the streets; and 
the revolutionary cadres under the 
banner of the Fourth International 
are making their presence already 
felt. 
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Radicals Hold Whip Hand 
In Fre nch People's Front 

Their Aid is 
Vital to S. P. 
and CP. Plans 



TheMecmingofthe 
French Elections 



By JOHN WEST; 



/^OLD and sober analysis is necessary in order io estimate at 
their true value the results of the French elections. Dema- 
gogues, liberals, and reformists are at liberty to spin out dreams 
and illusions; it is the business of Marxists to base their theo- 
retical and practical conclusions on an understanding of reality. 
If we were to accept the Stalinist account of the French elec- 
tions, we would now believe that the danger of Fascism in France 
has passed, that the crisis in France is in a position to be solved 
rapidly and tranquilly under the benign aegis of the People's 
Front majority. Unfortunately, we remember other Stalinist 
accounts of other events : We remember how, in the atitumn of 
1932, the decline in the Nazi vote in Germany proved to the 
satisfaction of the Comintern analysts that the power of Hitler 
was broken and would soon disappear; and how, in March, 1933, 
it was so stirringly prophecied by these same brave augurs that 
Hitler could not remain in power longer than a bare six months. 

A glance at the bourgeois press during the past few days 
might alone be enough to cause a doubt or two to begin with. 
The Wall Street Journal records itself as well satisfied with the 
outcome. The Times notes that little difficulty is to be expected 
from sudden changes in French foreign policy, since all of the 
French political parties have based their programs on solid 
proposals for strong national defense. The New York Evening 
Post, in a long editorial, notes that the elections were a great 
blow both at fascism "and at communism." Ludwig Lore, in 
his Post column, in the midst of his song of victory, pauses 
parenthetically to observe that the program of the People's 
Front is no more radical than Roosevelt's New Deal. In France 
itself, the "repudiated" premier, Sarraut, was so overwhelmed 
— -as not to find it necessary even to resign. 

What has changed in France? What is the significance of 
these elections? . . 

Without doubt, the elections record the movement further 
to the left of large sections of the French proletariat and the 
lower peasantry. This is marked sufficiently by the spectacular 
increase in the Communist yote, and the substantial increase in 
the Socialist vote, making the representation of the latter party 
the largest in the new Chamber. This, in turn, is a symbol of 
the deeper process which has been unfolding in France during 
the past three years : the gradual cleavage of the French popu- 
lation into the two mighty divisions of the basically opposing 
class forces. 

But, first and last in commenting upon these elections, it 
must be observed that the increase in the votes of. the working- 
class uarties occurred at the expense not of the Right but of 
the Center— of the Radical Socialist and the lesser petty -bour- 
geois parties. The parties of the Right, far from losing 
strength, actually gained more than twenty seats in the new 
Chamber. Thus, even on the electoral field, we find on examina- 
tion that the "mighty blow to reaction" turns out to be the 
hallucination of bureaucratic minds: the Right emerges from 
the elections not weaker but stronger. 

The increase in the votes of the working-class parties, as 
well as the increase on the Right was, then, accomplished at the 
expense of the parties of the Center, above all of the Radical 
Socialists. The Radical Socialist Partv, for many years the 
largest parliamentary partv in France, will enter the new 
Chamber with approximately twenty fewer representatives than 
the Socialist Party. Thus these elections demonstrate incon- 
testable the truth of the Marxist prediction that under the 
impact of the process of basic class differentiation the petty- 
bourgeois parties of the Center must necessarily disintegrate, 
their following sifting out into one class division or the other. 
The relations in the Chamber do not, however, indicate by any 
means the full extent of the disintegration of the Radical Social- 
ists. Further evidence is provided by the fact that many of 
the most popular traditional leaders of the Radical Socialists 
— including Herriot himself —failed to secure election in the 
first day of voting, and were returned on the second ballot only 
with the support of the Communists and Socialists ; and in a 
number of cases lost out altogether. 

The disintegration of the Radical Socialists js both symbol 
and proof of the fact that the crisis in France is too deep to 
permit of solution along the customary lines of modern French 
politics. For decades the French bourgeoisie has maintained 
its social and economic dictatorship through the utilization of 
tJ»> Radical Socialists as its chief governmental agents. The 
Radical Socialist leaders, in turn, maintained the support of 
their mass pettv-bourgeois following for French imperialism. 
But today the results of the profound and continuing economic 
depression and the approach of the new war demand a sterner 
answer. The alternative is posed to France: Fascism or So- 
cialism; and the alternative is inescapable. Thus the voice of 
the Radical Socialist preachers of "the middle way" is lost in 
the rising social tumult. And their following slips out of their 
hands, to the right and to the left. 

It is in the light of this process of differentiation that the 
strategy of the People's Front policy must be judged. And, so 
judged, it is seen to be precisely the betrayal of the revolution- 
ary struggle which the realities of French society places on the 
order of the day. Nothing could make this clearer than the 
recent elections. The Radical Socialist Party, its policies and 
its leadership, stand discredited before the French masses. Its 
policies have led to nothing but disaster; its leaders have been 
openly shown to be shot through with every form of corruption 
and venality.. And, at just the time when this is becoming ap- 
parent to the consciousness of the masses, the working-class 
(Continued on page 4) V" ^ B "'^r>rA. ."* 
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The final results of the run-off s 
in the French elections gave 380 
seats out of a total of G18 to the 
parties participating in the so- 
ealied People's Front. In the old 
Chamber these snme parties held 
304 seals out of (ill. 

The Communist Party scored the 
largest and seemingly most sensa- 
tional gains, adding (>2 seats, and 
increasing its total in the Chamber 
to 72. The Socialist Party gained 
OS seats, increasing its representa- 
tion to 1*6. and replacing the Rad- 
ical Socialists, who dropped from 
151 to 116, as the largest single 
party in (he Chamber. Of the re- 
maining "left" parties, Paul Bon- 
conr's Socialist and Republican 
Union received 2(i seals (losing 13) ; 
the Independent- Socialists received 
9 seats (it loss of 'J> ; and the dis- 
sident communists kept the 10 seats 
they had in the previous Chamber. 
What the Cains Mean 

It should be noted that the seven- 
fold increase in the Communist rep- 
resentation does not correctly re- 
flect Hie gains of this party on the 
electoral arena. Its popular vote 
was about double that of the 1932 
elections. The reason for the small 
CI*, delegation in the old Chamber 
whs largely due to the refusal of 
the Stalinists to make any sort of 
electoral agreements with either 
the Socialists or the Radicals in 
1JW2. As a result, the vote in many 
eases was split three ways, to the 
advantaei' of the Right and (he 
Center parlies. 

Nor is the rise of the Socialist 
Party to supersede the Radicals 
property sneaking a surprise. The 
French general elections have heen 
going "left" since 1024; and in 
Oonimieil on Page 4 



/ 

OS 



Rubber C 
Grant Wage 
Increases 



AKRON, Ohio, May 5. -Goodyear, 
Firestone, and Goodrich, the three 
titans of the world's rubber indus- 
try, early this week announced 
wage increases of from five to ten 
percent for ail production workers. 

It need not be imagined that 
these increases came from the com- 
passionate hearls of the rubber 
barons whose capacity for good 
works and kind deeds is well 
known. They came because the big 
boys are quaking in their rubber 
boots before the demon of rampant 
unionism which the Goodyear strike 
has unleashed. 

The ful! extent of this victory 
can be savored only by those per- 
sons acquainted with one of the 
most ruthlessly competitive of 
American industries. Traditionally 
at daggers drawn, the rubber bar- 
ons sat down around n table and 
agreed universally Io the present 
increases. 

Lingering Doubts Dispelled 

If any lingering doubts existed in 
the skulls of the local bnrons, they 
had only to stand in their office 
windows last Sunday and watch 
phalanx after phalanx of Akron 
union labor parade through the 
downtown section. When the pa- 
rade ended, 20,000 union workers 
had passed in review. 

Heading the .procession was the 
victorious Goodyear local of the 
United Rubber Workers. Marching 
in close order, with their yellow 
caps brilliant in the May sunshine, 
they stretched out for three full 
city blocks. Cries of derision broke 
constantly from the ranks, "Here's 
Litchfield's R00 union members!" 

Bach of the large rubber locals 
headed a division of the parade. At 
the front of the Goodrich local 
marched 300 members of the rifle 
club and drill team. Cheering little 
cries of. "When you gonna use 
them guns, boys " came from the 
sidewalks. As the crack tire divi- 
sion marched by, the good-natured 
crowd yelled, "Sit down ! Sit 
down!" This local also had a car 
towing a trailer piled with old tires 
(Continued on Page 4) 



On the first] day of the Genera! 
Strike of 193B in Cuba, our com- 
rade, C rescue io Freyre, leader of 
the Bakers' Union of Cuba, was 
seized by Batista's gunmen. They 
took him through all Havana and 
attempted to force him to pick out 
his comrades from among the strik- 
ers. He refused ; and the gunmen 
took him to an open field and ma- 
chine-gunned him to death, and 
left him there to rot. 

Since then other comrades have 
been murdered; and others have 
died in Batista's dungeons. The re- 
strained news report from Cuba, 
published in this issue, takes for 
granted a knowledge of the depth 
of the Cuban terror. Unfortunately, 
few American workers have any 
idea of the concrete conditions un- 
der which the Cuban working class 
struggles today. The NEW MILI- 
TANT! has published what news has 
seeped out. The vigorous protest to 
President Roosevelt, circulated by 
the Non- Parti san Labor Defense, 
gave a succinct picture of the Cu- 
ban terror — the smashed unions, 
the outlawed political parties, the 
labor and progressive leaders as- 
sassinated or imprisoned, the dread 
rule of the "law of flight." Since 
we published the full text of that 
protest in our issue of January II, 
the terror has gone on systemati- 
cally. 

The political prisoners and their 
families who are under the charge 
of the petty-bourgeois liberals and 
the I.L.D. receive financial aid 
from their international connec- 
tions. So far, however, there has 
been almost no international aid for 
the prisoners adhering to the Ha- 
vana Federation of Labor, the So- 
corro Obrero, and the Bolshevik- 
Leninist party. Every class-con- 
scious worker is duty-bound to give 
financial aid to these victims and 
their families. Hem it is not merely 
a case of international solidarity. 
It is a ease of supporting the strug- 
gles of workers who bear far more 
than we do the common yoke of 
American imperialism. 

We ask all our readers to send 
funds for Cuban political prisoners, 
in care of the Non-Partisan Labor 
Defense. 22 Bast 17 Street, New 
York Cifv. 



Terror Reigns 
In F.D/s Cub 



Progressives J Humph at 
AutoW orkersConvention 



Dillon-Green Machine Receive Smashing 
Defeat; Plan of Action Drafted 



ANNOUNCEMENT 

Max Shaehtman's lecture has 
been postponed from Sun., May 
17th, to Wed. May 20th at 8 P.M. 
Tlie subject will be, "Earl Browd- 
er, the Man and His Books", the 
place, Irving Plaza Hail, Irving 
Place and 15th St. 



By JACK 1VILSON 

SOUTH BEND, Ind., May 2.— A 
resurgence of the labor movement 
in the auto industry that has wide 
possibilities can be expected follow- 
ing the progressive actions taken 
here this week at the second con- 
vention of the United Automobile 
Workers of America. 

Similar in many respects to the 
rubber workers' convention of last 
fall, the sessions .brought forth 
many manifestations of what the 
thousands of auto workers are 
thinking, -what unrest is sweeping 
through the factories and what 
course might be traveled in the 
coming period. 

A decisive victory against the 
stupid and criminal policies of Wil- 
liam Green, A. P. of L. president, 
who defended craft unionism at 
the convention, marked the opening 
session. 

So well remembered were the two 
years of splitting, betrayal, auto- 
cratic control, and the other poli- 
cies- which nearly destroyed the la- 
bor movement in the auto industry 
for which Green and the majority 
of the executive board of the A, F. 
of It. were responsible, that the 215 
delegates were unanimously op- 
posed to Green's appointed presi- 
dent, FVancis J, Dillon. 

Green and Dillon Trounced 

A lame defense by both Dillon 
and Green of their policies met with 
no sympathy or response. Every 
delegate was prepared to battle at 
any cost a continuation of the an- 
tiquated craft union policies. In 
face of such bitter opposition, Dil- 
lon and Green withdrew while the 
delegates cheered and cheered. The 
two men left repudiated, disgraced, 
failures in their effort to organize 
the auto industry because of their 
false policies. 

It was highly significant that 
Green and Dillon made such a seri- 
ous retreat, one that further im- 
pairs the already badly damaged 
reputation of the craft union dom- 
inated executive board of the A. P. 
of L. It indicates that their posi- 
tion has become so weak among 
workers in basic industry that they 
fear to make a light for it! 

Jubilant progressives and the 
other delegates shouted and cheered 
in n wild scene of enthusiasm as 



Homer Martin, vice-president, took 
the platform to act as temporary 
chairman. The union had won its 
autonomy ! 

Tasks Before the Convention 

Two major tasks confronted the 
convention after the retreat of 
Green and Dillon; adoption of a 
progressive program which would 
afford a basis for building a power- 
ful union and the selection of good 
leaders to carry out that program. 

A program had been drawn up 
by a caucus of 140 delegates held 
a month previous to the convention. 
A steering committee of 12 was 
chosen at that time to lead the fight 
for its approval. 

The program of this essentially 
progressive hloc who were advised 
by the Committee for Industrial 
Organization included: (1) the end- 
ing of the probationary period of 
the union with Dillon as president; 
(2) establishment of an industrial 
union within the confines of the A. 
F. of L. with the jurisdictional 
Question to be carried to the A. F. 
of L. convention; (3) amalgama- 
tion of the independent unions such 
as the M.E.S.A. and the former 
Coughlinite-influenced union with 
the United Automobile Workers; 
(4) approval of a. democratic con- 
stitution allowing all politieal lib- 
erties to membership; (ii) and the 
Gorman Labor Party resolution 
which the Stalinists naturally had 
foisted upon the delegates; (6) an 
immediate organization drive. 

The program carried in its en- 
tirety. Without an understanding 
of how each issue was carried, how- 
ever, the program lacks much con- 
tent in so far as accurate analysis 
is concerned.' 

The seating of the 37 militant 
Toledo delegates was the first ques- 
tion considered. Since the Dillon 
opposition was the main problem 
and he had left the convention, 
these delegates had little difficulty 
in obtaining recognition. Dillon 
had claimed Toledo had no charier 
and was an outlaw union since it 
refused last fall to bust the power- 
ful union of 16 plants into separate 
locals, it had paid up lis delinquent 
per-capiU fas. 

Although nearly all the delegales 
acted in a progressive manner by 
(Continued on Page 4) 



THE NEW CONSTITUTION 
OF THE U.S.S.R. 



Behind the Kremlin walls work* 
is going on to replace the Soviet 
constitution by a new one, wliich, 
according to the <tedi a rations of 
Stalin, Molotov and others, will be 
the "most democratic in the world. 1 ' 
To be sure, doubts might be aroused 
by the procedure in which the con- 
stitution is being elaborated. Up to 
recently, there has been no mention 
of this great reform either in the 
press or at meetings. No one is 
acquainted with the draft of the 
constitution as yet. In the mean- 
time, Stalin told the American inter- 
viewer Roy Howard, on March 1, 
1036 that, "We shall probably adopt 
our new constitution at the end of 
this year." Thus Stalin is informed 
exactly as to the date when this 
constitution will be adopted, about 
which the people still has prac- 
tically no information. It is impos- 
sible not to conclude that the "most 
democratic constitution i n the 
world" is being elaborated and in- 
troduced in a manner that is not 
entirely democratic. 

Stalin confirmed to Howard, and 
through him also to the peoples of 
the U.9.S.R.,, that "according to 
the new constitution, the suffrage 
will be universal, equal, direct and 
secret." 

The inequalities i n suffrage 
rights in favor of the workers as 
against the peasants are to be 
abolished. Henceforth, obviously, 
not factories but citizens will vote: 
each one for himself. Once there are 
"no classes", then all members of 
soeiety are equal. Individuals can 



By Leon 



be disenfranchised only by the 
courts. All these principles are en- 
tirely derived form that very same 
program of bourgeois democracy 
which the Soviets in their time 
came to replace. The party always 
held that the Soviet system was a 
higher form of democracy. The So- 
viet system was to wither away to- 
gether with the dictatorship of the 
proletariat, of which it was the ex- 
pression. The question of the new 
constitution boils down therefere to 
another and more fundamental 
question : Will the dictatorship con- 
tinue to become ."stronger" from 
now on, as is demanded by all the 
official speeches and articles, or will 
it begin to soften, weaken and 
"wither away"? The meaning of 
the new constitution can be cor- 
rectly appraised only in the light 
of this perspective. Let us immedi- 
ately add here that the perspective 
Itself does not at all depend upon 
the measure of Stalinist liberalism 
but upon the actual structure of 
the transitional Soviet society. 

In explaining the reform, Pravda 
refers obscurely and not at all pru-. 
dently to the party program writ- 
ten by Lenin in 1919, which does 
really state that. ". . . . dlsenfran- 
chlsement and any restrictions upon 
whatsoever upon liberty are neces- 
sary solely as temporary measures 
of struggle against the attempts of 
the exploiters to maintain or to re- 



"■"!*•€*■£ y*s to re their privileges. In propor- 
tion as the objective possibility for 
the exploitation of man by man dis- 
appears, all necessity for these tem- 
porary measures will likewise dis- 
appear, and the party win strive to 
narrow them down, and to com- 
pletely abolish them" (our empha- 
sis!. These lines can no doubt serve 
to justify the refusal to "disen- 
franchise" in a society in which the 
possibility for exploitation has dis- 
appeared. But along with this the 
program demands the simultaneous 
abolition of "any restrictions what- 
soever upon liberty." For the entry 
into socialist society is character- 
ized not by the peasants being made 
equal with the workers, and not by 
returning the franchise to 3-5 per- 
cent of the citizens of bourgeois or- 
igin, but by the establishment of 
true liberty for 100 per cent of the 
population. With the abolition of 
classes, according to Lenin, and ac- 
cording to Marx, not only the dic- 
tatorship but also the state itself 
withers away. Stalin, however, has 
said nothing as yet about removing 
"restrictions upon liberty" either to 
Howard or to the peoples of the 
U.S.S.B. 

Molotov hastened to Stalin's as- 
sistance, sad to say, not very pro- 
pitiously. In replying to a question 
of the Editor-in-Chief of le Temps, 
Molotov said, "Now not Infrequent- 
ly (?) there is already no need for 
those administrative measures 
which were employed formerly", 
but "the Soviet power must of 
(Continued on Page 3) 
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Hundreds 
Jailed and 
Tortured 

Batista Attempts to 

Cover Up by 

Investigation 

(Special to New Militant) 

HAVANA, April 30.— The action 
of the Cuban Supreme Court and 
of the Congress, calling for an ln ; . 
vest i gat ion of recent murders of 
bourgeois opponents of the Batista 
dictatorship, signalizes an effort by 
Batista to broaden the base of his 
support. 

Any investigation made will be 
a farce, for the murders were com- 
mitted by Batista's own gunmen. 
Batista hopes, however, to make 
peace with his bourgeois opponent*. 
Having outlawed all the labor or- 
ganizations and imprisoned nearij 
five thousand workers, sharecroo- 
pers and intellectuals. Batista 
wants to unite all the "respeOtable 
elements" of the population to 
maintain the status quo. 

Conciliation and White Terror 

Batista's conciliatory gestures 
toward the opposition bourgeoisie 
go hand in hand with systematic 
continuance of the white terror: No 
rtfty passes without someone being 
murdered. New hundreds are Im- 
prisoned for no other offense than 
attending labor meetings. Scores 
are tortured. Only strong young 
men can survive imprisonment In 
Cabana Fortress; older men die 
soon. 

What is needed here, above all 
Is a powerful defense movement. 
The kind of defense work known 
in America in a physical impossi- 
bility under the Batista dlctatdr- 
sMp. For example, we used to em- 
ploy lawyers for courtroom flght» 
before the general strike of 1938 r 
now there is not a lawyer left in 
the whole of Cuba who will accept 
the defense of a worker or radical 
for fear of government reprisal:' 

The real work of a defense move- 
ment, then, cannot be in the court; 
room, but must begin with mass 
pressure on the authorities. This 
n leans meetings, lightning demon- 
strations, leaflets, underground lit-, 
erature, systematic diffusion .of 
news to other countries, especially 
to the United States, a militant 
policy of mobilizing the ranks' of 
the shattered unions and outlawed' 
labor parties —all of wliieh has" 
been conspicuously absent for th4 
past seven months or more. 

Amnesty Committee Ineffective 

The National rommiftce for Ami. 
nesty for Social and Political Pris- 
oners has failed to net as the center 
for such a defense movement. In 
the past eight months, It 'has met 
but once, and then it came together 
at the call of the Bishop of Havana. 
Who called the Bishop of Havana?' 
Who hut the Stalinists? In all It*, 
months of existence, the Amnesty 
Committee has not issued a single 
leaflet. It has not called a single 
demonstration or even adopted a 
militant resolution. Its appeal has 
been mainlv to the charitable mind*- 
?d of the hourgeoisle, the Catholic 
Church, the Masons and the Odd 
Fellows. 

In other words, it has tried to 
immunize Itself by spreading a 
cloak of respectability and legality 
about its actions. But the Bishop 
.of Havana has long ago- dropped 
away, as have the few Masons, Odd 
Fellows and other "good bour- 
geois." Despite all Its respeetablif- 
ly, it has felt Batista's fist. His 
soldados broke up S meet!"? . ' U ■., 
central committee be!-* ■ ■■ :s ; ,-, 
vate home; twenty -two " ' 

twenty -seven members were ar- 
rested, hauled to army posts and 
beaten with swords. Most of them 
were then, sentenced (on a morals 
charge!) to prison sentences. of ' sfjt 
.months and more. 

Organizations Represented .. . 

Neither the Autenticos (party- of 
former President Grau San Martin), 
or Young Cuba, ever joined the 
Amnesty Committee, although hoQi 
were formally invited. The . prgaih 
lzations comprising the Amnesty 
Committee fall into three groups: 
«kmtinned on Pate 4) • - 
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France at tlie Crossroads 
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■ IntrodncAl** to tlte Second 
"In Defense of Terrorism" 



idftlon of 



—By LCOl rROISMl 



{Concluded in this Issue) 
To pretend that Herriot -Da ladle r 
are capable of - proclaiming war 
«gatost the "200 families" that rule 
Prance is to dupe the people shame- 
lessly. The 200 families do not hang 
suspended in raid-air but are the 
crown of the system of finance-cap- 
ita!. To cope with the 200 families 
it Is necessary to overthrow the 
economic and political regime, in 
the maintenance of which Herriot 
and Daladier are just as interested 
as Flandln and de la Rocque. The 
issue here is not a struggle of the 
"nation"a gainst fl handful of mag- 
nates as rHumanite pictures it but 
the struggle of the proletariat 
against the bourgeoisie. It is a 
question of the class struggle which 
can be resolved only be revolution. 
The strikebreaking conspiracy of 
the People's Front has become the 
chief obstacle on this road. 

It Is impossible to say in advance 
how much longer the serai-parlia- 
mentary, semi-Bonapartist minis- 
tries will continue to succeed one 
another in France and in general 
through what concrete stages the 
country will pass in the next period. 
This depends upon the world and 
national economic conjuncture, 
upon the degree of strategy of Ital- 
ian and German fascism, upon the 
course Of events in Spain, and last 
— but not least in importance — upon 
the awareness and the activity of 
the advanced elements of the 
French proletariat. The denouement 
can be brought closer by the con- 
vulsions of the franc. A closer col- 
laboration between France and 
England can postpone it. In any 
case the death-throes of "democra- 
cy" may drag out for a much longer 
period than the duration in Ger- 
many of the pre-faselst period of 
Bruener-Papen-Schleicher; but this 
does not stop it from being the 
death -throes. Democracy will be 
swept away. The only question is: 
by whom ? 

The struggle against the "200 
families", against fascism and war. 
for peace, bread and liberty, and 
other beautiful things is either a 



He, or the struggle for the overthrow 
of capitalism. The toilers of France 
are faced with the problem of the 
revolutionary conquest of power not 
as a distant goal but as the task 
of the unfolding period. Meanwhile, 
the socialist and communist leaders 
not only renounce the revolutionary 
mobilization of the proletariat, but 
resist it with all their strength. 
Fraternizing with the bourgeoisie,, 
they hound and expel the Bolshe« 
viks. So greatly do they hate the 
revolution and dread it ! Under 
these conditions, the worst role is 
played by those pseudo-revolution- 
ists of the type of Marceau Pivert 
who promise to overthrow the bour- 
geoisie, but only with the permis- 
sion of Leon Blum! The entire 
course of the French labor move- 
ment for the last twelve years has 
placed the task of creating a new 
revolutionary party on the order of 
the day. 

The question whether events will 
allow "sufficient" time for its for- 
mation is to engage in the most 
fruitless of all occupations. His- 
tory has absolutely inexhaustible 
resources In the domain of different 
variants, historical forms, stages, 
accelerations, and retardations. Un- 
der the influence of economic diffi- 
culties fascism may venture pre- 
maturely and suffer a defeat. This 
would imply a long respite. Con- 
trariwise, it may occupy a tempo- 
rizing position too long and thereby 
increase the chances in favor of the 
revolutionary organizations. The 
People's Front may go to smash 
against its own contradictions be- 
fore fascism is able to engage in a 
general battle: this would signify 
a period of regroupments and splits 
in the parties of the working class, 
and a rapid fusion of the revolu- 
tions^ vanguard. Spontaneous 
mass movements as In Toulon and 
Brest may attain a wide sweep and 
create a reliable fulcrum for the 
revolutionary lever. Finally, even 
the victory of fascism in France, 
which is theoretically not. excluded 
does not mean that it will reign for 
! 1,000 years as Hitler prophesies, or 



that it is even assured to endure as 
long as Mussolini has been able to 
maintain himself. Beginning with 
Italy or Germany, the twilight of 
fascism would quickly spread into 
France as well. To build a revolu- 
tionary party In this, the least fa- 
vorable variant, is to bring nearer 
the hour of vengeance. The wise- 
acres who shy away from the un- 
postponable task with the words, 
"the conditions are not mature" 
merely reveal that they themselves 
have not matured for the condi- 
tions. 

Building tlie Cadres 

The Marxists of France, as well 
as those of the entire world, must, 
in a certain sense, begin at the be- 
ginning, but on an infinitely higher 
historical level than their predeces- 
sors. Progress is at first rendered 
extremely difficult by the fall of the 
Communist International, more in- 
famous than the fall of the social 
democracy in 1914. The new cadres 
are being recruited slowly, in a cru- 
el struggle against the united front 
against the reactionary and patri- 
ate bureaucracy in the working 
class. On the other hand, these very 
difficulties, which did not descend 
upon the proletariat accidentally, 
constitute an important condition 
for the correct selection and the 
firm tempering of the first detach- 
ments of the new party and the 
new International. 

Only a very tiny section of the 
cadres of the Comintern began its 
revolutionary education from the 
outset of the war, prior to the Octo- 
ber revolution. Almost all these el- 
ements, without a single exception, 
are now outside the Communist In- 
ternational. The next oldest stra- 
tum joined the already victorious 
October Revolution. This was much 
easier. But only an insignificant 
portion lias remained even of this 
second draft. The overwhelming 
majority of the present cadres of 
the Comintern adhered not to the 
Bolshevik program, not to the rev- 
olutionary banner, but to the Sov- 
iet bureaucracy. These are not 



fighters but docile functionaries, ad- 
jutants, errand boys. It is by reason 
of this that the Third International 

is putrefying so infamously amid 
the historical situation so rich in 
great revolutionary possibilities. 

The Inevitable Regroupment 

Tlie Fourth International rises on 
the shoulders of its three predeces- 
sors. It is subjected to blows from 
the front, the sides and the rear. 
Careerists, cowards, Philistines 
have nothing to seek in our ranks. 
The percentage of sectarians and 
adventurists, inevitable at the be- 
ginning, is winnowed away as the 
movement grows. Let pedants and 
sceptics shrug their shoulders about 
"small" organizations that issue 
"small" papers and fling a chal- 
lenge to the entire world. Serious 
revolutionists will pass contemptu- 
ously by the pedants and sceptics. 
The October Revolution also once 
began with its swaddling clothes. . . 

The mighty Russian parties of 
Social Revolutionaries and Menshe- 
viks who made up the "People's 
Front" with the Cadets, crumbled 
into dust, in the course of a few 
months, under the blows of a 
"handful of fanatics" of Bolshe- 
vism. Subsequently the German so- 
cial democracy, the German Com- 
munist party and the Austrian so- 
cial democracy died an ignoble 
death under the blows of fascism. 
The epoch which is drawing close 
for the European peoples will 
sweep out of tlie working class 
without leaving n trace all that is 
equivocal and rotten. All the Jou- 
hanx's. Citrines, Blums, Cachins, 
Vanderveldes a ltd Cabal leros are 
only phantoms. The sections of the 
&id and 3rd Interna tionlsf will in- 
gloriously leave the stage one after 
another. A new regroupment in the 
workers' ranks in inevitable. Young 
revolutionary cadres will gain flesh 
and blood. Victory is conceivable 
only on the basis of flic methods of 
Bolshevism, to tlie defense of which 
this volume is dedicated. 
March 26, 1936. 



From Pacifism to Social - Patriotism 

BRI1ISH WORKERS AND WAR 

Stalinism: Yesterday and Today 



By T. C. (London) 

When the workers of Britain 
abandoned their rifles in the year 
1918, a tremendous peace psycholo- 
gy seteed hold of the British work- 
ing class movement. Old jingoes 
like Blatchford and Hyndman were 
pushed to the back of the stage and 
the pacifist elements came to the 
front. Year after year, at Labor 
Party Conferences and Trade Union 
Congresses, resolutions against war 
were endorsed to the accompani- 
ment of long, windy speeches usual- 
ly delivered by MacDonald, Snow- 
den, or Lansbury. The league of 
Nations was extolled as an instru- 
ment of peace and security. The 
wicked Russian Bolsheviks were re- 
buked for their abuse of the League 
and their refusal to join the im- 
perialist robbers. 

On their left flank, the Laborites 
were attacked by the Communist 
Party and other left wing groups 
who declared that the policy of the 
Labor Party was a betrayal of the 
working class, while on the right, 
the young Tory die-hards sneered 
at the Socialist pacifists and alleged 
that they were seeking cushy jobs 
at Genera. 

Pledge to Support Gov't 

As the years rolled on and from 
time to time the war danger threat- 
ened to explode the reformist para- 
dise, the speeches grew longer, 
louder, and more fiery, but so long 
as it was only Russia. China, or 
South America that was threatened 
then the usual protests to the 
League were made and that was all. 
Hints of a general strike were 
sometimes made but by 1934 this 
proposition was definitely scrapped 
and the Trade Unions and the La- 
bor Party were pledged to "un 
flinchingly support our government 
in all risks and consequences of 
fulfilling its duty to take part in 
collective action against a peace- 
breaker." 

This line was followed up a year 
later, when the Italian -Ethiopian 
war crisis was debated, by a steam- 
rollered resolution at both the 
Trade Union Congress and Labor 
Party Conference calling for sanc- 
tions against Italy to bo operated 
through the League of Nations. 
These decisions went far to assure 
the return of the National Govern- 
ment at the General Election and 
they also produced a tumult inside 
and outside the ranks of the Labor 
Party. 

There are three main groups at 
work Inside the Labor Party upon 
the question of sanctions, and many 
of their members are also against 
the league as being a sham and a 
fake. The Christian Socialists, per- 
sonified by I>ansbury are against 
sanctions but not against the 



League while the Trade Union bloc, 
which is the backbone of the Labor 
Party, is wholehearted In its sup- 
port of the League and Sanctions 
and only criticises the policy of the 
National Government because it 
does not go far enough to satisfy 
Sir Walter Citrine, Bevin, and com- 
pany. Outside tlie Labor Party all 
the Socialist groups are against the 
League and sanctions with the ex- 
ception of the Communist Party. 

Stalinist Policy 

Tlie latter body is now pushing 
for affiliation to the Labor Party 
under cover of a policy that approx- 
imates to that of the Labor and 
Trade Union bureaucracy so far as 
the League and sanctions are con- 
cerned. This remarkable position is 
worth studying. Whatever fault 
could be found in the propaganda of 
the British Communist Party be- 
tween the years 1920 and 1935 none 
eould be found in their rigid de- 
nunciation of the League of Nations 
as a "League of Bandits." 

The propaganda organization of 
the League, known as the League of 
Nations Union was declared to be 
"an excellent Agit. Prop, depart- 
ment for the Imperialists." (Com- 
munist Review. July. l!)27.) Even 
the revised programme of the Com- 
munist International, produced in 
1928 and still circulating in Britain 
as the Communist Programme re- 
fers to the League as "a counter- 
revolutionary Holy Alliance of im- 
perialist powers." Stalin, himself, 
in "Leninism" describes the League 
as "an organization designed to 
mask war preparations" and as late 
as August, 1934, fhe Young Com- 
munist League at a Youth Confer- 
ence held at Sheffield issued a 
Manifesto in which they state that 
"the League of Nations is not an 
Instrument for stopping war but is 
a means of preparation for war," 
But the last blow for the Lenin line 
was struck by no less a person than 
R. Palme Dutt, lending theorist of 
the British Communist Party. In 
his editorial notes In the "Labor 
Monthly" for January, 1935. Butt 
criticises the Southport Conference 
decisions of the Labor Party. In the 
light of what has happened since, 
these comments are worth quoting 
In full. 

Dutt Answers Dutt 

"The greatest danger lies in the 
pacifist and imperialist confusionist 
maneuvers and its channels of in- 
fluence in the working-class move- 
ment to disrupt the united working- 
clas front and replace it by support 
of rival imperialist policies. It is 
here that lies the whole significance 
of the role of the Labor Party Exec- 
utive, not only in its international 
light against the united front, but 
in its whole Southport line of sup- 



port of imperialist war in certain 
contingencies, in the case of war 
against an aggressor', in ttie case 
of war for the 'collective system' 
of imperialism, in the case of war to 
preserve the nation and its demo- 
cratic institutions It is here that 
lies the significance of the attempt 
to exploit the fact of Soviet parti- 
cipation in the League of Nations 
in order to revive the weakening 
illusions in the League of Nations 
as a guarantee of peace, or to 
preach the obligation of the work- 
ing class to subordinate itself to the 
leadership of the League of Nations. 
It is here that lies the significance 
of the preaching of a hypothetical 
war of 'democratic defense' against 
Fascism. It is here that lies tlie 
significance of the spreading trust 
in a future Labor Government as 
an instrument of peace. What is 
our answer to these 'left,' 'pacifist,' 
'democratic,' 'anti-fascist,' argu- 
ments iu support of future imper- 
ialist war. Our answer remains the 
Leninist line, the line of interna- 
tional Socialism from Marx and 
Engels, from Stuttgart and Basle 
up to to-day. fWe need more than 
ever to warn the workers never to 
become entangled in ttie line of 
imperialist policies, hut to judge 
every question of war solely from 
tlie stand point of the working-class 
revolution. The workers under 
capitalism have no Fatherland. 
Must we not defend our country 
against Fascism'/ Is not pacifism in 
such conditions equivalent to aur- 
render to Fascism? The revolution- 
ary answer is clear. We hold noth- 



ing in common with the pacifist 
line. We do not for a moment ex- 
clude military defence against Fasc- 
ism — on one condition — and one 
condition only, namely, that, we 
have i! country lo defend. We shall 
defend Workers Britain, as an in- 
tegral part of the World Worker's 
Republic, of the future World Sov- 
iet Union, aginst Fascism wiih ev- 
ery means in our power. But until 
then we shall fight our own ex- 
ploiting class; we shall noi let our- 
selves be dragged into warring for 
one set of masters' against another. 
This is the Leninist, line." 

Last of Leninist Line 

That was tlie last of fhe Leninist 
line so far as the British Commu- 
nist Party is concerned. Within a 
few months. Duft and his party 
were in full cry for the League of 
Nations, for sanctions against Fas- 
cist Italy, for a Labor government 
as an instrument of peace, for one 
set of masters in France against 
another set of masters in Germany, 
for the democratic capitalists 
against the Fascist capitalists. The 
Britisil Communists have found 
new allies in the Christian organ- 
izations, the Liberals and even the 
Tories, with whom they have now 
a united front functioning through 
alleged Peace Councils. The Com- 
munist member of parliament, 
Gallacher, in his maiden speech, 
called for "a People's Government 
composed of the best elements in 
all parties." and in the struggle 
within the Labor Party and Trade 
Unions, honest left-wing workers 
have to fight against fhe reformist 
bureaucracy buf also against the 
new line of the Stalinists who are 
even more enthusiastic- for fhe 
League and sanctions than fhe old 
timers themselves. All this confu- 
sion favors the war-makers but de- 
spite desperate efforts on fhe part 
of the social-patriots, the British 
working class is still against war. 
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By LI FU-JEN 

(Translated from "Struggle." Organ 
of Communist League of China.) 

SHANGHAI.— Conversations be- 
tween some of our comrades and 
five Stalinists here recently showed 
that at least some of the rank-and- 
file of the Chinese Communist Party 
are not finding it easy to swallow 
the "new line" for China — the re- 
establishment of the "bloc of four 
classes" which led to the catastro- 
phic defeat of the Chinese revolu- 
tion in 1925-27. 

Tliey cannot stomach the idea of 
being harnessed once again to 
Chiang Kai-shek's chariot. The bu- 
reaucrats at the top. it seems, are 
trying to comfort the dissenters by 
the well-known method of decep- 
tion. But to do this they have had 
to conceal from the membership of 
the party large portions of the 
Seventh Comintern congress docu- 
ments ! 

Our comrades quoted to the 
young Stalinists Wan Mln's offer 
to give ('hia tig Kai-shek an oppor- 
tunity to "atone for his crimes" 
against the Chinese people. ("Bol- 
shevik," Moscow, November, 1935.) 

Only a "Maneuver" 

"Ah," they retorted, "that's only 
a maneuver." That is what the 
bureaucrats are telling them, that 
the new offer of a "united front" is 
being made "only to expose Chiang 
as a traitor wiio is not prepared to 
fight for China's independence." 

We asked them if they had seen 
tlie documents of the Seventh Con- 
gress. They iiad not! The lead- 
ership, we learned, hands down to 
the rank and file only carefully 
selected excerpts. So we quoted to 
them from Mauuilsky's speech, 
which has been used by Wan SI in 
abroad in several of his recent ar- 
ticles elaborating the "new line," 
notably the following: 

"Tlie setting up of sucii a pro- 
grain for a broad anti-imperialist 
fighting front of tlie Chinese people 
is not a maneuver on the part of 
the Communist Parly. It would be 
a crime to maneuver with such a 
serious matter as the defense of the 
ucople against imperialist robbery. 
One may maneuver with and 
against the enemy but not at (he 
expense of the people whose nation- 
al liberty and freedom tlie Com- 
munists defend seiflessly." 

To which Wan Min added: 
''Moreover, if you say that our 
policy is a maneuver, then why do 
you not try to expose our maneu- 
ver by your honest participation iu 
the anti-imperialist united front?" 
Staggered by True Facts 

Our young Stalinist auditors 
gasped at these, quotations. They 
were at first so incredulous that 
they thought we had cooked them 
up — (cooking up quotations being 
part of every Stalinist's educa- 
tion!! — hut we showed them exact 
sources, chapter and verse. They 
were visibly staggered. No, they 
did not think we were counter-rev- 
olution a ries, hut they did not yet 
fully grasp our views or agree with 
them. They asked for more discus- 
sion and of course we readily as- 
sented. 

We showed them our paper, 
''Struggle." This impressed them 
greatly. It seems that the Stalin- 
ists are publishing absolutely noth- 
ing lie re now. except occasional 
leaflets containing simple slogans. 
And here, our small group, without 
the financial aid of Moscow, was 
bringing out an excellent, printed, 
four-page bi-weekly. Our first 
meeting ended with all iive digging 
into their pockets and collectively 
contributing five dollars for the 
paper. 

Tims it has fallen to the Chinese 
Bolshevik-I^euinisis to inform the 
ranks of tlie CP. of the Seventh 
Congress s pooches and reixn'ts in 
all their full glory! Tlie Stalinist 
bureaucrats here interpret the new 
policy as a ''maneuver" in order to 
get their followers to swallow it, 
while the Comintern pundits in 
Moscow (Wan Min, Manuiisky) de- 
signate such a conception as a 
"crime.'' 
Wan Min's Crooked Calculations 

Wan Min's exegesis in justifica- 
tion of the "new line"' proceed, with 
characteristic contempt for revolu- 
tionary cadres, on the two assump- 
tions which have liecome the com- 
mon yardstick for all the Stalinist 
falsifiers. First, he assumes that 
fhe older generation of Chinese 
revolutionists is for tlie most part 
dead, while those who remain have 
fallen into passivity and no longer 
participate iu the revolutionary 
struggle. He expects no challenge 
from that quarter. Second, he 
knows that the younger generation 
of revolutionist!; did not participate 
in fhe events of 1925-27, any more 
than Wan Min himself did. (Wan 
Min was a young student at Sun 
Yat-sen University in Moscow from 
l!)2fl to 192!). He went there orig- 
inally as a Kuomintang member, 
not a Communist.] He banks on 
the fact that the present-day Com- 
munists have no personal recollec- 
tions of that period and Stalinist 



An Unnoticed May 
Day Funeral 

A funeral, unnoticed and un- 
remarked, marched with the May 
Day parade. It was the funeral 
of the myth of "Soviet China." 

The "Friends of the Chinese 
People" who have been the fore- 
most "defenders" of Soviet China 
on the American Stalinist-liberal 
front, marched on May Day with- 
out a single placard for the Chi- 
nese Soviets, not a single placard 
that even mentioned the workers 
and peasants of China, nor a sin- 
gle placard against the Kuomin- 
tang!. 

''Support the liberation move- 
ment of the Chinese people," 
"Support the patriotic movement 
of the Chinese students" "Sup- 
port the People's Republic of 
Outer Mongolia," "Withdraw the 
American forces from China," 
these were the slogans under 
which the "Friends" marched. 
The "Soviets," which are now to 
give way to a new "bloc of four 
classes" were silently interred. 

With what contempt Chinese 
workers would regard these 
"friends" if they knew anything 
about them! 



literature has not enlightened them, 
to he sure, as to the true character 
of the policies pursued and the rea- 
sons why a great revolutionary 
movement ended in one of the most 
vicious and destructive counter-rev- 
olutions in modern history. 

Wan Min therefore feels quite 
safe in perpetrating the most blat- 
ant falsehoods, in poisoning the po- 
litical atmosphere and thereby pre- 
paring the destruction of the third 
Chinese revolution. Between Wan 
Min and the accomplishment of his 
rotten aim stand tlie Bolshevik- 
Leninists, organized in the Commu- 
nist League of China. We shall 
teach the workers to turn their 
hacks on this lying traitor and the 
corrupt masters whom he serves. 
Covering Their Criminal Past 

The Stalinists can only cover 
their shameless present by cover. 
Ing their criminal past. Thus, in 
referring to the criminally false 
line pursued in 1925-27, Wan Min 
ascribes full responsibility to the 
"opportunists in the leadership" of 
the Chinese Communist Tarty, 
"headed by Chen Tu-hsiu." Wan 
Min is careful to point out that in 
1927 "it was not the anti-imperial- 
ist united front tactics themselves 
that were at fault . . . the oppor- 
tunists who were incorrect." 

But Wan Min prefers not to turn 
back fo Stalin's famous Theses on 
the "Problems of the Chinese Rev- 
olution" in which he declared, 
among many other similar remarks: 
"The student youth (revolutionary 
youth), the working youth, the 
peasant youth — all these are a 
force which can advance the revo- 
lution with seven league boots, if 
it should be subordinated to the 
Ideological and political influence of 
tlie Kuomintang.'' 

Does it appear from this that it 
was (Then Tu-hsiu who "renounced 
tlie revolutionary struggle of the 
working class"? On the contrary, 
is it not abundantly clear that Chen 
Tu-hsin was faithfully carrying out 
the class collaborationist policy 
formulated by Stalin and the Com- 
intern ? 

For iWan Min and his similars to 
state tills fact and all the other 



Bolshevik Len- 
inists Point 
The Way 

verifiable faets concerning the sub- 
ordination of the Interests of the 
proletariat to those of the bour- 
geoisie under the direct aegis of 
the Comintern would indict the real 
authors of the catastrophe and 
strike a blow at the Stalinist cult 
of infallibility. Hence the blame 
was placed on the CP. leadership, 
especially Chen Tu-hsiu, who today 
stands in the ranks of the Fourth 
Internationalists, and is a prisoner 
of the Kuomintang. 

Comrade Chen Tu-hsiu has for 
years been hounded and defamed 
by all the hacks of Stalinism be- 
cause he refused to become a silent 
scapegoat, because he insisted on 
analyzing openly the reasons for the 
great catastrophe and drawing lea- 
sons from it for the future. He 
was and is traduced and vilified 
and slandered, not because he com- 
mitted mistakes fatal for the revo- 
lution, but because he would not 
agree to deceive the workers and 
act as a cover for Stalin and CO. 

The facts of history cannot for- 
ever be concealed. In the interests 
of the Chinese toilers we shall drag 
them out into the light of day and 
warn all honest revolutionaries to 
be on their guard against the Stal- 
inist falsifiers. We shall neglect 
no means to expose their lies and 
their slanders. 

The Real Culprit: Then and Now 

For Bolshevik - Leninists have 
nothing in common with the meth- 
ods of Stalinism. It is our policy 
to tell the whole truth, concealing 
nothing. Only this way can past 
experiences become useful lessons 
for a victorious future. For the 
Stalinists, truth is dangerous. They 
were prepared to forgive Chen Tu- 
hsiu "his" opportunist errors and 
even invited him to Moscow "to 
talk things over." TTiey defended 
Chen Tu-hsiu against the Opposi- 
tion during the revolution precisely 
because Chen was carrying out 
Stalin's instructions. His real crime 
In the eyes of the Stalinists consist- 
ed In his refusal afterward to cover 
up the role of the Comintern in the 
catastrophe of 1927. his refusal to 
bend the knee and take the rap. 

The "new" opportunist line of 
Stalinism in China will lead to new 
disasters. It runs counter In every 
line and syllable to the interests of 
the Chinese revolution. The Mos- 
cow bureaucrats think they will 
"defend the Soviet Union" by hav- 
ing the Chinese Communists re- 
nounce the revolutionary struggle 
and join Chiang Kai-shek In a 
"People's Government." But this 
would be disastrous not only for 
the Chinese revolution but for the 
Soviet Union, for such a govern-, 
ment not only will be unable to 
stem the tide of Japanese imperial- 
ism but will, on the contrary, com- 
promise with it and drown in blood 
the third Chinese revolution. In 
which the real defense of the So- 
viet Union resides. 

Against this perfidious attempt 
at betrayal every Chinese revolu- 
tionist must be on guard. Down 
with Stalinism F Build the new rev- 
olutionary party of the Fourth In- 
ternational, ttie only guarantee of 
triumph for a revolutionary China ! 



Milwaukee Labor Council 
Urges Unions Aid News Strike 



MILWAUKEE. Wis. Apr. 27— 
Calling upon the whole labor move- 
ment to support the strike of 
Hearst's Wisconsin News editorial 
workers, on the ground that, the 
righf to organize and bargain col- 
lectively is its main issue, the Mil- 
waukee Federated Trades Council 
today issued a formal statement for 
fhe information and guidance of 
union members and friends. 

Tlie statement is signed by mem- 
bers of a committee appointed by 
the Council to investigate and re- 
port on the strike of the Milwaukee 
Newspaper Guild agalnsf the Wis- 
consin News. The committee mem- 
bers are J. F. Fredrick, general or- 
ganiser of the Council ; Herman 
Setde. general secretary of the 
Council: and Otto Jirikowic, mem- 
ber of the executive board. 

The report states flatly that the 
Wisconsin News has assumed an 
"open-shop" anti-union attitude to- 
ward its editorial employes. The lo- 
cal management of the paper, evi- 
dently acting under the instruc- 
tions of the head management of 
the Hearst Publications, has taken 
the position that editorial workers 
shall not organize and that tlie 
management wilt not rpcognfze or 
officially deal with any organiza- 
tions of such workers, the state- 
ment continues. 

Refutes Hearst Charges 

Convinced by its investigation 
that "the management has consis- 
tently endeavored to becloud this 
main issue" and "mislead the pub- 
lic" the committee takes up point 
by point the management's state- 
ments and Its own conclusions, as 



foliows: 

"First: While wages, hours and 
working conditions are Involved, 
differences on these points are not 
so great that they would stand in 
the way of a settlement, especially 
in view of the fact that the Guild 
has assumed a very reasonable at- 
titude of compromise on these 
points. 

"Second : As to the statement of 
the management that it has not in- 
terfered with its employes' joining 
the Guild, the fact is that while 
they may not in so many words 
have stated that its employes 
should not join the Guild, it has let 
it been generally known that It 
does not favor the organization of 
the editorial workers. 

"Third : As to the statement that 
it has met with representatives of 
the Guild to dfscuss demands and 
grievances, the fact remains that It 
has refused to carry such meetings 
to a logical conclusion by refusing 
to consider entering into any sort 
of agreement. Such an attitude is a 
denial of the principle of collective 
bargaining. 

"Fourth: While it Is true that 
the Wisconsin News has a union 
shop agreement with local unions 
covering employes in its mechanical 
departments, such agreements con- 
stitute a distinct discrimination 
against other categories." 

In supporting the strike, the 
statement concludes, it is complying 
with fhe request of William Green, 
president of A. F. of L. Affiliated 
local unions are urged to give mor- 
al and financial support, and to par- 
ticipate in picketing before the Wis- 
consin News building. 
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(Continued from Page 1) 

course be strong and consistent in 
the struggle against terrorists and 
wreckers of public property. . . ." 
iQrgo: "a Soviet power" — without 
Soviets; a proletarian dictatorship 
— ■without the proletariat, and, in 
addition to that, a dictatorship nut 
against the bourgeoisie, but against 
. . . terrorists and thieves. At all 
events, the party program never 
forsaw such a type or state. • 

Molotov's promise to do "not in- 
frequently" without those extreme 
measures which might prove unnec- 
essary is not worth much, and Is 
self-evident; but it loses all its val- 
ue alongside of the reference to the 
enemies of law and order, who are 
precisely the ones that make it Im- 
possible to renounce emergency 
measures. Whence, however, arise 
these enemies of law and order, 
these terrorists and thieves, and, 
moreover in. such threatening num- 
bers as would justify the preserva- 
tion of a dictatorship in a classless 
society ? Here we must come to the 
assistance of Molotov. At the dawn 
of the Soviet power the terrorist 
acts were perpretated by the S. It's 
and the Whites in the atmosphere 
of the still unfinished civil -war. 
When the former ruling classes lost 
all their hopes, terrorism disap- 
peared as, well. Kulak terror, traces 
of which are observable even now, 
was always local in character, and 
supplemented the partisan war 
against the Soviet regime. This 
Is not what Molotov has In mind. 
The new terror does not lean upon 
either the old ruling classes or the 
kulak. The terrorists of recent 
years are recruited exclusively 
from among the Soviet youth, from 
the ranks of the Y.C.L. and of the 
party. While utterly impotent to 
solve those tasks which it seta it- 
self, individual terror Is, however, 
of the greatest symptomatic impor- 



tance because it characterizes the 
sharpness of the antagonism be- 
tween the bureaucracy and the wide, 
masses of the people, especially, the 
younger generation. Terrorism is 
the tragic supplement o f Bona- 
partism. Each Individual bureau- 
crat is afraid of the terror ; but the 
bureaucracy as a whole successfully 
exploits It for the justification of its 
political monopoly. Stalin and Mol- 
otov did not discover any gun- 
powder in this field either. 

Worst of all, however, is the fact, 
that it is absolutely impossible to 
gather, either from the interviews 
or from the commentaries, the social 
nature of the state for which the 
new constitution is being prepared. 
The Soviet system uhed to be offic- 
ially considered as the expression of 
the dictatorship of the proletariat. 
But if the classes have been de- 
stroyed, then by reason of this very 
fact the social basis of the dictator- 
ship has likewise been destroyed. 
Who, then. Is its carrier now? 
Obviously the population as a 
whole. But when the entire people, 
ecancipated from class contradic- 
tions, becomes the carrier of the 
dictatorship, this implies nothing 
else than the dissolution of the dic- 
tatorship in the socialist society, 
and consequently the liquidation of 
the state. The logic of Marxism is 
invulnerable. The liquidation of the 
state in its turn begins with the 
liquidation of the bureaucracy. 
Does the new constitution, perhaps, 
imply at least the liquidation of the 
Q.P.U.? 'Should any one venture to 
express this idea in the U.S.S.R., 
the G.P.U. would immediately find 
convincing counter-arguments. The 
classes have been destroyed, the 
Soviets are being abolished, the 
class theory of society is reduced to 
dust, but the bureaucracy remains. 
Q.E.D 



eaueratic demoralization that broke 
out into the open, "The most char- 
acteristic and most dangerous feat- 
ure in the tidal wave of scandals, 
is the passivity of the masses, 
among the Communists even more 
than among the non-party men, to- 
ward the manifestations of unheard- 
of self-will, of which the workers 
themselves were witnesses. Out of 
fear of those who wield power, or 
simply out of political indifference, 
they passed by without a protest, or 
confined themselves merely t o 
grumbling". More than eight years 
have elapsed since that time, and 



the situation has become infinitely 
worse. Stalin's autocratic rule has 
erected nepotism, self-will, proflig- 
acy, pillage and bribery into a sys- 
tem of administration. The decay of 
(he apparatus, cropping out at ev- 
ery step, has begun to threaten the 
very existence of the state as the 
source of power, income and privi- 
leges of the ruling stratum. A re- 
form became necessary. Taking 
fright at their own handiwork the 
summits of the Kremlin turn to the 
population with a plea to help it 
cleanse and straighten out the ap- 
paratus of administration. 



Democracy Without Politics 



The Whip Against the Bureaucracy 



We shall return later to the ques- 
tion as to the extent to which the 
universal equal and direct suffrage 
corresponds to the alleged social 
equality of all citizens that has been 
attained. But if we accept this pre- 
mise on faith, we become all the 
more perplexed by the following 
question : Why, if that be the case, 
must the elections be secret hence- 
forth ? Just whom does the popu- 
lace in the socialist country fear? 
Against whose attempts in partic- 
ular is it necessary to provide & 
defense? The child's fear of dark- 
ness has a purely biological founda- 
tion ; but when grown up people 
dare not express their opinions 
openly, their fear is political in 
character. And for the Marxist, 
politics is always a function of the 
class struggle. In capitalist soci- 
ety the secret ballot is Intended ^to 
provide a defense for the exploited 
against the terror of the exploiters. 
That the bourgeoisie did finally 
agree to such a reform— of course, 
under the pressure of the masses- 
was only because the bourgeoisie 
itself was interested in protecting 
its state at least partially against 
the demoralizaztlon of its own 
making. But in the U.S.S.R. there 
obviously cannot be. any pressure of 
the exploiters upon the toilers. 
Against whom, then, is it necessary 
to protect the Soviet citizens by 
means of the secret ballot? 

Under the old Soviet constitution, 
the viva voce vote was introduced 
as a weapon in the hands of the re- 
volutionary class against bourgeois 
and petty bourgeois enemies. The 
same purpose was served by the 
restrictions in the franchise itself. 
Now, at the end of the second de- 
cade after the Revolution, no longer 
the class enemies but the tollers 
themselves are so frightened that 
they cannot vote except under the 
shield of secrecy. This touches 
precisely the masses of the people, 
the overwhelming majority, for it is 
impossible to allow that the secret 
ballot Is being spectaly introduced 
for the convenience of the counter- 
revolutionary minority ! 

But who is terrorizing the peo- 
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iple ? The answer is clear — the 
bureaucracy. The latter Is pre- 
paring to protect the tollers against 
Itself by menus of the secret 
ballot, Stalin made this admission 
openly. To the question, Why the 
secret ballot? his reply was ver- 
batim .as follows: "Because we 
want to give the Soviet people com- 
plete freedom to vote for those they 
want to elect". Thus we learn from 
Stalin that the "Soviet people' 1 can- 
not vote today for those they want 
to elect. "We" are only getting 
ready to provide them with such an 
opportunity. Who are these "we" 
who can give or refuse the freedom 
to vote ? The stratum in whose name 
Stalin speaks and acts: the bur- 
eaucracy. Stalin need only have 
added that his important admission 
applies as much to the party as to 
the State, and that, in particular, 
he himself, occupies the post of 
General Secretary by means of ' a 
system which does not permit party 
members to elect those they desire. 
The phrase "we want to give the 
Soviet people" Is In Itself infinitely 
more Important than all the con- 
stitutions Stalin his yet to write, 
for this brief phrase is a ready 
constitution, and. moreover, very 
real, and not a myth. 

As the European bourgeoisie fti 
its time, so the Soviet Bureaucracy 
is compelled today to resort to the 
secret ballot in order at least par- 
tially to puree its state apparatus 
which it exploits "as the rightful 
owner", from the corruption of its 
own making. Stalin was compelled 
to give an inkling of this motive 
for the reform. Said he to Howard, 
"There are not a few Institutions in 
our country which work badly . . . 
Secret suffrage in the U.S.S.R. will 
be a whip fn the hands of the pop- 
ulation against the organs of gov- 
ernment which work badly." A 
second noteworthy admission ! After 
the bureaucracy has created, with 
its own hands the socialist society. 
It feels the need ... of a whip — 
not only because the organs of gov- 
ernment "work badly" but above all 
because they are corroded through 
and through with the vices of un- 
controlled cliques. 

As far back as 1928. Rakovsky 
wrote the following with regard to 
a number of horrible cases of bur- 
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Turning to the people for the 
salutary whip, the bureaucracy, 
however, lays down one ultlmatis- 
tic condition: that there be no pol- 
itics. This holy function must re- 
main as hitherto the monopoly of 
the "leader." To the ticklish ques- 
tion of the American interlocutor 
relative to other parties, Stalin re- 
plied : "Since there are no classes, 
since the dividing lines between 
classes are being obliterated ["there 
are no classes" — "the dividing 
lines between classes (which do not 
exist!) are being obliterated" — L. 
T.] there remains only a slight, but 
not a fundamental difference be- 
tween various strata, in socialist 
society, and there can be no fer- 
tile soil for the creation of> con- 
tending parties. Where there are 
not several classes there cannot be 
several parties, tor a party is a part 
of a class." Every word a mis- 
take, sometimes even two! 

Acpording, to Stalin, it seems that 
the dividing lines between classes 
are rigidly described, and that in 
every given period only one party 
corresponds to each class. The 
Marxist doctrine of the class na- 
ture of parties is transformed into 
a ludicrous bureaucratic carica- 
ture: political dynamics is entirely 
excluded from the historical pro- 
cess — in the, interests of adminis- 
trative order. In point of fact not 
a single Instance can be found 
throughout the entire extent of 
political history of only one party 
corresponding to one class ! Classes 
are not homogeneous, they are torn 
by internal antagonisms, and they 
arrive even afc the solution of com- 
mon itasks only through an Inter- 
nal struggle of tendencies, group- 
ings and parties. Within certain 
limits it may be allowed that "the 
party is a part of a class." But 
inasmuch as a class has many 
"parts'' — some facing" forward, 
others backwards— one and the 
same class can put forth several 
parties. For the seif-same reason, 
a single party can lean upon tbe 
parts of several classes. 

Remarkably enough, this scan- 
dalous mistake of Stalin is abso- 
lutely disinterested in character, 
for. you see, in relation to the U.S. 
S.R. he proceeds from the assertion 
that no classes at all exist there. 
Of what class is the C.P.S.U., a 
part-— after the abolition of all 
classes? Carelessly straying into 
the field of theory, Stalin proves 
more than he intended. From his 
reasoning It follows not that there 
cannot be different parties in the 
U.S.S.R. but that there cannot be 
even a single party. Where there 
are no classes there can be no room 
for polities in general. Stalin, how- 
ever, makes a gracious exception 
from this law Jn the case of the 
party of which he is General Sec- 
retary. 

The history of- the working class 
reveals best of all the bankruptcy 
of the Stalinist theory of parties 
Despite the fact that the working 
class is in its social structure in- 
dubitably the least heterogeneous 
of all classes in capitalist society, 
the existence of such a "stratum" 
as tbe labor aristocracy and a 
labor bureaucracy bound up with 
it leads to the creation of reformist 
parties, which Inevitably turn into 
one of the instruments of bourgeois 
rule. It matters nothing from the 
standpoint of Stalinist sociology 
whether the difference between the 
labor aristocracy and the proleta- 
rian mass is "fundamental" or only 
"slight"; but it was precisely by 
reason of this difference that the 
necessity to create the Third In- 
ternational arose In Its time. On 
the other hand, it is indubitable 
that the structure of Soviet society 
is infinitely more heterogeneous and 
complex than that of the proleta- 
iat in capitalist countries. For this 
very reason, tt can provide a suffi- 
ciently fertile soli for several par- 
ties. 

Stalin is interested, as a matter 
of feet, not in the sociology of 
Marx but fn the monopoly of the 
bureaucracy. These are two entire- 
ly different things. jBvery labor 
bureaucracy, even one that does 
not wield state power, inclines to 
the view that there is no "fertile 
soil" in the working class for the 
opposition. The leaders' of the 
British Labour Party d[lve the rev- 
olutionists out of the trade unions 
on the grounds that there is no 
room for the struggle between par- 
ties within the framework of a 
"united" working class. Messrs. 
Vandervelde. Leon Blum, Jouhaux 
etc^, act in a similar manner. Their 



metaphysics of unity but by the 
egoistic interests of the privileged 
cliques. Soviet bureaucracy is in- 
finitely more powerful, wealthy and 
self-reliant than the labor bureau- 
cracy in bourgeois countries. High- 
ly skilled workers in the Soviet 
Union enjoy privileges unknown to 
the highest categories of labor In 
Europe and America. This two- 
fold stratum" — the bureaucracy 
'which leans upon the labor aris- 
tocracy — is the ruler of the coun- 
try. The present ruling party of 
the U.S.S.R. Is nothing else than 
the political machine of a privil- 
eged stratum. The Stalinist bu- 
reaucracy has something to lose 
and nothing more to conquer. It 
is not inclined to share what it 
holds. For the future as well, it 
intends to reserve the "fertile soil" 
for itself. 

To be sure, the Bolshevik party 
also occupied a monopoly position 
in the state during the first period 
of the Soviet era. However, to 
identify these two phenomena is to 
mistake appearances for reality. 
During the years of civil war, un- 
der extremely difficult historical 
conditions, the party of the Bolshe- 
viks found itself compelled tempo- 
Irarily to prohibit other parties, not 
because the latter lacked a "fertile 
soil"— in that case it would not 
have been necessary even to pro- 
hibit them — but on the contrary, 
precisely because fertile soil exist- 
ed: this is what made them dan- 
gerous. The party explained open- 
ly to the masses what it was doing, 
for it was clear to everybody 
that nt stake was the defense of 
the isolated revolution against 
mortal dangers. Today, the move 
the bureaucracy embellishes the 
social reality, the more shamelessly 
it exploits it for its own benefit. If 
it be true that the kingdom of 



Socialism has already come, and 
the fertile soil for political parties 
has disappeared, there would be no 
need to prohibit them. It would 
only remain, in accordance with 
the program, ty abolish "any re- 
strictions whatsoever upon liberty.'' 
But the bureaucracy will not allow 
so much as to peep about such a 
constitution. The internal falseness 
of the whole construction is all too 
apparent ! 

Seeking to dispel normal doubts 
on the part of his interlocutor, 
Stalin offered a new thought: "Can- 
didates will be put forward not 
only by the Communist Party but 
by all sorts of public, non-party or- 
ganizations. And we have hundreds 
of these." . . . "Each of these strata 
(of Soviet society) may have its 
special Interests and express them 
through our numerous existing or- 
ganizations." Evidently, it is . for 
this reason that the new Soviet 
constitution will be the "most dem- 
ocratic constitution in the world." 

This piece of sophistry is no bet- 
ter than the rest. The most impor- 
tant "strata" in Soviet society are : 
the summits of the bureaucracy and 
its middle and nethermost layers, 
the labor aristocracy, the kolkhoz 
aristocracy, the common run of 
workers, the middle layers of the 
kolkhozes, the peasant proprietors, 
the labor strata of workers and 
peasants, and beyond them the 
(umpenproletariat, the homeless, 
the prostitutes' and so on. As to 
the Soviet public organizations- 
trade union, cooperative, cultural, 
sport, etc. — they do not at all rep- 
resent the interests of different 
"strata" because they all have one 
and the same hierarchic structure: 
Sven in those cases, when the or- 
ganizations are based upon the priv- 
ileged circles, as for instance the 
trade unions and cooperatives, the 
active role in them Is played ex- 
clusively by the representatives of 
the privileged summits, while the 
"party," i.e., the political organiza- 
tion of the ruling stratum, has the 
last word. The participation of 
n on -political organizations in the 
electoral struggle will consequently 
lead to nothing else than the rival- 
ry lM'twcen the different cliques of 
the bureaucracy within the limits 
set by the Kremlin. The ruling 



centration camps. Stalin. Is the In- 1 city workers. To smother the pro- 



disputable leader of the bureau- 
cracy and of the labor aristocracy. 
He keeps in constant iouch only 
with these "strata". A sincere 
"worship" of the leader emanates 
only from these cfrcles. Such is 
the essence of the present political 
system of the U.S.S.R. 

But to maintain this mechanism, 
Stalin is compelled from time to 
time to side with the "people" as 
against the bureaucracy, naturally, 
with the latter's silent consent. He 
is even compelled to seek for: a 
whip from below against the abuses 
from above. As we have already 
said, this is one of the motives for 
the constitutional reform. There is 
another and no less Important mo- 
tive. 

The new constitution abolishes 
the Soviets, dissolving the workers 
in the general mass of the popula- 
tion. The Soviets, it is true, have 
long lost meaning politically. But 
they might have revived with the 
growth of new social antagonisms 
and with tbe awakening of the new 
generation. Above all, of course, 
are to be feared the city Soviets, 
with the' growing participation of 
green and exacting Y.C.L'ers. In 
the cities the contrast between lux- 
ury and dire want Is all too glaring. 
The first care of the Soviet aristoc- 
racy is to get rid of the Workers' 
and Tied Army Soviets. 

Despite the collectivization, the 
material and cultural contradiction 
between the city and tbe village 
has hardly been touched. The pea- 
santry is still very backward and 
atomized. Social antagonisms also 
exist within the kolkhozes and be- 
tween the kolkhozes. The bureau, 
cracy finds it much easier to cope 
with tbe dissatisfaction in the vil- 
lage. It is able to use the kolkhoz- 
niks not without success against the 



test of the workers against the 
growing social inequality by the 
weight of the more backward 
masses of the village — this is the 
chief aim of the new constitution, 
about which neither Stalin nor Mol- 
otov naturally have communicated 
anything to the world. Bonapart- 
lsm, Incidentally, always leans upon 
the village as against the city. In 
this, too, Stalin remains true to 
tradition. 

Learned Philistines like tire 
Webbs failed to see any great dif- 
ference between Bolshevism and 
Czarism prior to 1928, but, in re- 
turn, they have completely recog- 
nized the "democracy" of Stalin's 
regime. Small wonder: these people 
have all their lives been the ideo- 
logists of a labor bureaucracy. In 
point of fact, Soviet Bonapsrtiam 
bears the same relation to Soviet 
democracy that bourgeois Bonapart- 
Ism or even Fascism bears to bour- 
geois democracy. Both arise equal- 
ly from the frightful defeats of the 
world proletariat. Both will crash 
with its first victory. 

Bonapartlsm as history testifies 
Is able to abide very well with uni- 
versal and even secret suffrage. The 
democratic ritual of Bonapartlsm is 
the plebiscite. From time to time 
the question Is put to the citizens: 
For or against the Leader? The 
leader, on his part, takes precau- 
tions so that the voter is able to 
feel the barrel of a gun at his tem- 
ple. Since the days of Napoleon 
III, who now appears as a provin- 
cial dilletante, this technique has 
attained an unprecedented develop- 
ment, as witness, say, the latest 
spectacle by Goebbels. The new 
constitution Is thus intended to li- 
quidate juridically the outworn Sov. 
let regime, replacing it by Botu- 
partism on the plebiscitary basis. 



Tasks of the Vanguard 



Drawing profonnder conclusions 
from Stalin, Molotov told the editor 
of le Temps thaf the question of 
parties in the U.S.S.R. is "not a vi- 
tal question in the U.S.S.R., inas- 
much ajt we are closely approach- 
ing the complete liquidation of . . . 
classes". What precision in ideas 
and terminology ! In the year 1931, 
they liquidated the "last capitalist 
summit calculates to learn in this class, that of the kulaks," and In 



manner some secrets hidden from it 
and to refurbish its regime, without 
at flit; same time permitting a po- 
litical struggle to take place which 
must inevitably he directed against 
itself. 



The Historical Meaning of the 
Constitution 



N 
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In the person of its most authori- 
tative leader, the bureaucracy again 
demonstrates how little it under- 
stands those historical tendencies 
which determine its movement. 
'When Stalin remarks that the dif- 
ference between various strata in 
Soviet society is "slight hut not 
fundamental," he obviously has in 
mind the fact that exclusive of' the 
individual peasant proprietors, who 
are sufficiently numerous even to- 
day to populate Czechoslovakia, all 
other "strata" depend upon the 
statlfied or collectivized means of 
production. This is bey oh d dis- 
pute. But a "fundamental" differ- 
ence still remains between the col- 
lective, i.e. group property In agri- 
culture and the nationalized proper- 
ty in industry : it can still make it- 
self felt in the future. We shall 
not, however, enter Into a discus- 
sion of this important question. Of 
considerably more immediate im- 
portance is the difference between 
the "strata" which is determined 
by their relation not to the means 
of production but to the articles of 
consumption. The sphere of dis- 
tribution Is, of course, only a "su- 
perstructure" in relation to the 
to the sphere of production. How- 
ever, it is precisely the sphere of 
distribution that is of decisive im- 
portance in the everyday life of the 
people. From the standpoint of the 
ownership of the means of produc- 
tion, the difference hetween a Mar- 
shall and a street cleaner, between 
the head of a trust and an unskilled 
laborer, hetween the son of a peo- 
ples' Commissar and a homeless 
w»if is not "fundamental". But 
some occupy lordly apartments, en- 
joy several dachas (summer homes) 
in various parts of the country, 
have the best automobiles at their 
disposal, and have long forgotten 
how to shine their own boots; while 
others not Infrequently live in 
wooden barracks, without any par- 
titions for privacy, lead a half- 
starved existence, and do not clean 
their own boots only because they 
are barefoot To a high dignitary 
this difference - seems to be only 
''slight", i.e., one that does not mer- 
it attention. To the unskilled labor- 
er tt appears, not without reason, 
to he "fundamental". 

In addition to the terrorists, ac- 
cording to Molotov, the object of 
the dictatorship in the U.S.S.R. is 
the thief. But the very abundance 
of people of such a profession is a 
true sign manual of the want that 
reigns in society . Where the mater- 



conduct is dictated not by the ial level of the overwhelming ma- 



jority Is so low that the ownership 
of bread and boots must be protect- 
ed by firing squads, there the 
speeches about the alleged achieve- 
ment of socialism sound like an in- 
famous mockery of human beings! 

In a truly homogeneous society, 
in which the normal wants of the 
citizens are satisfied without ran- 
cour and brawls, not only Bona- 
partist absolutism, but bureaucra- 
cy in general would be inconceiv- 
able. The bureaucracy is not a 
technical but a social category 
Every single bureaucracy origin- 
ates in and maintains itself upon 
the heterogeneous nature of society, 
upon the antagonism of interests 
and the internal struggle. It regu- 
lates the social antagonisms in the 
interests of tlie privileged classes or 
layers, and exacts an enormous 
tribute for this from the toilers. 
This very same function, despite 
the great revolution in the proper- 
ty relations, is being fulfilled, with 
cynicism and not without success, 
by the Soviet bureaucracy. 

The latter raised itself on the 
NEP, exploiting the antagonism be- 
tween the kulak and the Nepman, 
on the one hand, and the workers 
and peasants, on the other. When 
the kulak, grown strong, raised his 
hand against the bureaucracy it- 
self, the latter, in the interests of 
self-defense, was compelled to lean 
directly upon the nethermost rank 
and file. The bureaucracy was 
weakest of all during the years of 
the struggle against the kulak 
(1S29-1932). Precisely for this 
reason, It set with great zeal to the 
formation of a labor and kolkhoz 
aristocracy: instituting a shocking 
difference in wage scales, premi- 
ums, badges, and other similar mea- 
sures which are called forth one- 
third by economic necessity, and 
two-thirds by the political interests 
of the bureaucracy. Upon this new 
and ever deepening social antagon- 
ism, the ruling caste has exalted it- 
self to Its present Bonapartist 
heights. 

In a country in wliich the lava 
of revolution has not yet cooled, 
the privileged are often very much 
afraid of their own privileges, es- 
pecially against the background of 
general want. The topmost Soviet 
strata stand in dread of the masses, 
with a fear that Is purely bour- 
geois. Stalin supplies the growing 
privileges of the ruling stratum 
with a "theoretical" justification by 
means of the Comintern, and he de- 
fends the Soviet aristocracy against 
dissatisfaction by means of con- 



the year lttJfi ihey are "closely ap- 
proachiug" t h e liquidation of 
classes. For better or for worse, 
the question of parties is not a "vi- 
tal"one to Molotov, Entirely differ- 
ent, however, are the views held 
upon this matter by those workers 
who know that the bureaucracy 
while suppressing the exploiting 
classes with one hand, prepares for 
their rebirth with the other. For 
these advanced workers the ques- 
tion of their own party, independ- 
ent of the bureaucarcy, is the most 
vital of all questions. Stalin and 
Molotov understand this very well 
indeed : not for nothing have they 
expelled during the last few 
months from the so-called Com- 
munist Party of the Soviet Union 
several tens of thousands of Bol- 
shevik-Leninists, i.e., in reality, an 
entire revolutionary party. 

When the editor of le Temps po- 
litely put the question about fac- 
tions and their possible transforma- 
tion into independent parties, Mol- 
otov replied, with the quick wit for 
which he is so noted: "In the party 
. . . attempts were made to create 

si>ecial factions but is now 

several years since the situation in 
this respect has fundamentally 
changed and the Communist Party 
Is truly united." Best of all, he 
might have added, this Is proved 
by the interminable purges and con- 
centration camps. However, the il- 
legal existence of an opposition 
party is not non-existence, but only 
a difficult form of existence. Ar- 
rests may prove very effective 
against the parties of a class that 
is departing from tha historical 
stage : the revolutionary dictator- 
ship of the years 1917*1023 has 
proved this fully. But the arrests 
aimed against the revolutionary 
vanguard will not save the outlived 
bureaucracy, which according to Its 
own admission requires a "whip". 

It is a lie and a triple lie to al- 
lege that socialism has been real- 
ized in the U.S.S.R. The flowering 
of bureaucratism is barbaric proof 
that socialism Is still far removed. 
So long as the productivity of labor 
in the U.S.S.R. is several times he- 
low that of the advanced capitalist 
countries; so long as the people has 
not emerged from want; so long as 
a cruel struggle continues to be 
waged for articles of consumption; 
so long as the individualistic bur- 
eaucracy can thrum with impunity 
upon social antagonisms— just so 
long will the danger of bourgeois 
restoration retain its full force. At 
the present time, with the growth 
of inequality on the basis of eco- 
nomic successes, the danger has 
even been increased. In this and in 
this alone lies the justification for 
the need of state power. But the 
burea ucrat Ically degenerated state 
has itself become the chief danger 
to the socialist future. The inequal- 
ity can he reduced to its econom- 
ically Inevitable limits at the given 
stage, and a road can be cut to so- 
cialist equality only by the active 
political control of the tollers, be- 



ginning -with their vanguard. The 
regeneration of the party of the 
Bolsheviks In counterpoise to the 
party of the Bonapartlsts is the 
key to all other difficulties and 
tasks. 

On the road towards a goal, one 
must be able to utilize the real pos- 
sibilities which arise on every 
stage. Any illusions about the Stal- 
inist constitution would of course 
he unseasonable. But it is equally 
impermissible to wave it aside as 
an insignificant trifle. The bureau- 
cracy assumes the risk of a reform 
not at its own whim but out Of ne- 
cessity; History tells of many eases 
of a bureaucratic dictatorship re- 
sorting for Its salvation to "liber- 
al" reforms, and still further weak- 
ening Itself. By laying bare Bona- 
partlsm, the new constitution cre- 
ates a semi-legal cover for the 
struggle against it. The rivalry be- 
tween the bureaucratic cliques can 
become the vent-hole for a much 
wider political struggle. The whip 
against the "government institu- 
tions that work badly" can be turn- 
ed Into a whip against Bonapart- 
lsm. Everything depends npon the 
degree of activity of the advanced 
elements of the working class. 

The Bolshevik-Leninists most 
henceforth follow attentively all the 
twists and windings of the consti- 
tutional reform, painstakingly tak- 
ing into consideration the experi- 
ence of the first coming elections. 
■We must learn bow to utilize the ri- 
valry between the various "public 
organizations" in the interests of 
socialism. We must learn how to 
engage in battles on the soil of the 
plebiscites as welL The bureaucracy 
is afraid of the workers, we must 
unfold our work among them more 
audaciously and on a more exten- 
sive scale. Bonapartlsm is afraid 
of the, youth, we must rally it to 
the banner of Marx and Lenin. 
From the adventures of individual 
terrorism, the method of those who 
are desperate we must lead the 
vanguard of the young generation 
onto the broad road of the world 
revolution. It Is necessary to train 
new Bolshevik cadres which will 
come to replace the decaying bu- 
reaucratic regime. 
April 16, 1936. 
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French Radicals Hold Whip Hand 



The Meaning of the 
Elections in France 

(Continued from Page 1) 
parties form a bloc with the Radical Socialists — which puts 
forward as its program exactly the program of the Radical 
Socialists; which accepts as its outstanding leaders, both in 
and out of Parliament, these same repudiated Radical Socialist 
chiefs ; and which in the elections throws the working-class vote 
over to the Radical Socialist candidates. 

When every demand of history and every teaching of Marx- 
ism called for an open and intransigent revolutionary proleta- 
rian policy, for the hastening of the dissolution of the Radical 
Socialist party by resolutely drawing the lower strata of its 
following behind the proletarian ranks under the banner of a 
revolutionary program, the Stalinists and Socialists of France 
have, through the People's Front, been engaged in exhausting 
the energies of the proletariat for the sake of — slowing down 
the dissolution of the Radical Socialists, bolstering up their 
credit and prestige with the masses, salvaging their bankrupt 
program, and aiding them in their loyal task of preventing the 
preparations for revolutionary struggle. 

The disillusionment of the petty-bourgeois masses with 
Radical Socialism will not be permanently altered by changing 
the name of Radical Socialism to the People's Front. Why 
should they pick up again what they have discarded merely for 
the sake of a pretty new label? Already, the elections show, 
they are in large numbers turning not to the left but to the 
right, where at least there are confident leaders to speak out 
boldly for a new road and a new solution. The continuation 
of the People's Front policy means that this trend of the petty 
bourgeoisie will necessarily continue and increase. When the 
blows of history strip off the new clothes of the People's Front 
to show more obviously the Radical Socialist skeleton beneath, 
it will lose what attractive power it now has for the petty bour- 
geoisie, and they will drift faster toward the fascist camp. The 
proletariat can win and hold the petty bourgeois masses only 
by drawing them in under its own revolutionary banner, never 
by creeping in under the tattered petty-bourgeois tent. 

What has been changed in France by these elections, hailed 
by the swarm of liberals, reformists, and social -patriots as the 
dawn of France's salvation? Essentially, nothing. Even in the 
Chamber of Deputies, in spite of the electoral shift, the basic 
relations are unaltered. The Communist and Socialist parties 
together have only about 35% of the votes in the Chamber. 
Thus they can control legislation and governmental policy only 
with the assistance of the Radical Socialists, who have about 
20%. But this means that all measures actually taken will have 
to be Radical Socialist measures, and that any type or varia- 
tion of a People's Front government could be in practice only 
another Radical Socialist government. The Radical Socialists 
keep the same relative position which they held in the last 
Chamber. 

In many important respects, the nominal majority of the 
P*opIe*s Front taken together with the minority position of the 
working-class parties is an added danger rather than an im- 
provement. For example, it enables the French bourgeoisie to 
carry through any social and economic measures which they see 
fit, from wage reductions to devaluation to war, and at the same 
time to Slough off all responsibility for such measures on to 
the People's Front In this way, the bourgeoisie can convinc- 
ingly maintain before the French masses that the continuing 
and increasing ills from which they suffer are actually due to 
the People's Front and its inspirers, the working-class parties. 
Thus the basis is laid for unanswerable propaganda to weaken 
the mass standing and authority of Socialism and Communism, 
and to draw the petty bourgeoisie and even many layers of the 
working class to the only other road — -to Fascism. It will be 
observed that it is the policy of the People's Front which has 
placed the working class parties in this equivocal and possibly 
fatal position. To date, in drawing up the balance sheet of the 
People's Front, the Socialist and Communist parties have paid 
out: revolutionary theory, revolutionary policies, revolutionary 
strategy; and have received: a paper majority for the People's 
Front — which is either no majority at all, or a majority for 
the Radical Socialists, .since the majority can be maintained 
only at the whim and pleasure of the Radical Socialists. But 
such a majority, far from representing an asset, is only an ad- 
ditional liability, burdening the working class parties with all 
the heay debts and crimes of Radical Socialism. 

The election results do not alter by a hair's- breadth the 
underlying causes of the French crisis. Unemployment, low 
wages, high costs, the increasing misery of the lower strata of 
the peasantry, high taxes, the threat of devaluation, the ap- 
proach of war: these remain now as they were a month ago. 
And everv year of modern history, especially every year since 
the last War, proves that the reformist schemes of the People's 
Front cannot change materially for the better a single one of 
them. Every lesson of our times teaches that they demand as 
the sincle possible answer: the workers' revolution and socialism. 

And the French Fascists? Defeated by the ■ parliamentary 
warriors of the People's Front? Buried beneath the clouds of 
ballots? The very conception is sufficiently ludicrous. The 
Fascists participated only to a small degree in the elections. 
For the most part, they swung their votes to the traditional 
Right parties, many of the leaders of which are more openly 
■moving toward a Fascist position in recent months. Meanwhile, 
the ranks of the Fascists are intaet. Their knives an<J revolvers 
and machine guns and armored cars and tanks and airplanes 
are" safe and growing in number. Their influence in the army 
is mounting. Thev prepare systematical! v, in their own fash- 
ion, for the struggle ahead. And French finance-capital directs 
their progress, holding them temporarily in check from too 
precipitous action before it is needed. Finance -capital makes 
it its- business to learn from history: and the lessons of Italy, 
Germany and Austria were not taught it in vain. It knows that 
craCial* political issues are not settled by ballots. 

The proletariat of France will do well to follow such an 
example. Its basic struggle must be transferred from parlia- 
ment to the streets and the countryside. The subordination of 
the proletariat to the program and tactics of the petty bour- 
geoisie hrough the Peoole's Front must be resolutely broken. 
The..Peop!e's Front itself must be smashed through, and in its 
fll&ce* to secure concerted and coordinated action, must be built 
fhe fighting united front of the workers, which will draw behind 
it the tower ranks of the petty bourgeoisie. The revolutionary 
ilogaBs must be brought before the masjSes, and made concrete 
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1932, the Socialist* polled a popu- 
lar vote almost equal to that of 
the Radicals. The electoral agree- 
ment between the Socialists and the 
Radicals on the second ballot 
worked, to the advantage of the lat- 
ter, and this cut down the Social- 
ist representation in the Chamber, 
in 1032. 

In commenting upon the results 
of the election, the Daily Worker 
remarks that the victory was ''even 
greater than was expected." The 
Stalinists seem generally at a loss 
for superlatives to acclaim their 
"triumph, " Thus, Ganncs says 
shyly that the ''tremendous, even 
smashing gains" scored in France 
are "comparable only to the Span- 
ish election victory." 

Comparison with Spanish Vote 

Prom the standpoint of what the 
Stalinists acclaim as the "great 
gains for the French masses," to 
compare the Spanish election with 
the French is to hold a candle up 
to the sun. While it is true that 
proportionately the People's Frout 
gained approximately the same 
majority in each country (56% ot 
the total seats in Spain; 60% in 
Prance), the Spanish S.P. and G.U. 
combined obtained only a little oyer 
one-third of the seats carried by 
the People's Front as against al- 
most two- thirds for the French 
S.P. and C.P. The combined popu- 
lar vote of these two parlies to- 
talled 4.500,000 out of 10,000.000 
votes cast. Then, too, the Spanish 
C.P. received less than G% of the 
seats in the blae as against almost 
20% for the C.P. in France. 

It is not difficult to prove that 
the results of the election come al- 
most as a shock to the tub-thumpers 
for the People's Front. 

Results Como as Shoclt 

Leon Rlum, in an fhtervlew is- 
sued to the French press, on the 
eve of the first ballot? "modestly 
foretolil a gain of 20 seats for his 
own party, while giving the Com- 
munists 25, nnrt the Iindicnls 15. . . . 
He is convinced Unt the Radical 
group, the great middle class party, 
will ream In the largest in the 
Chamber," (The Manchester Guar- 
dian Weeklv. April 24.) 

In the Daily Worker analysis of 
the results of the first ballot we 
find: first, a boast of the "groat 
victory" ; secondly, a forecast of 
"from at least 40 and possibly CO 
deputies" for the C.P. ; and, finally, 
the following astounding progno- 
sis: 

"It is estimated that the French 
Socialist Party will obtain 80 seats 
in the next Chamber and the Radi- 
cal Socialists will hold about 70." 
(D.W., April 28.) 

We can either accept this news 
dispatch (allegedly from Paris) at 
Its face value and conclude that the 
Daily Worker was merely insuring 
itself against all eventualities by 
howling victory on the first ballot 
nnd predicting a disastrous defeat 
for the People's Front In the run- 
offs: or we may assume that the 
bewildered hack who concocted the 
"Paris dispatch" had intended to 
give the Radicals, that "great mid- 
dle class party" not 70 but 170 seats. 
The latter figure is the one prophe- 
sied for the Radicals by Blum, and 
also ventur«d ns an estimate in the 
pages of L* Humanite. 

Even after the run offs, the 
Daily Worker tended to be re- 
strained almost to the verge of sus- 
picion. Thus, under its screaming 1 
headline of May 4 which proclaimed 
"victory", the Stalinists carried tne 
most conservative TJ.P. dispatch 
which gave the Communists "he- 
twoen 45 and 55 seats in the next 
parliament", and did not breathe 
a word about the possibility of the 
Radicals losing, their dominant po- 
sition to the Socialists. 

Distressed at New Set-Up 

The Stalinists get the jitters at 
the very thought of themselves or 
the Socialists, i.e. the "working 
class parties" having to oppose the 
Fascists face to face even on the 
parliamentary arena. According 'to 
the theory and practice of the Peo- 
ple's Front, France can be saved 
from Fascism only provided that 
the "great party of the middl" 
class" be interposed in power be- 
tween the lawless Faseists anil the 
law-abiding workers. The program 
of the Peoole's Front Is aeecptiWe 
to Herriot-Daladior been use it is 
th" nrogram of Herriot - TVsliuiio'- 
The banner o r the People's Front is 
*he tricolor: its hymn, the Marseil- 
laise. That Is whv p. ,T, Philin can 
i-enort with satisfaction the fol- 
lowing ; 

"In es'ima'i'-.s the <I?gree of 
redness of the nc-v majority. It 
sl'on'd be noted that at nearly 
p.ll.the electoral mc?tings, even 
the Communist ones, the Tricolor 
flag of the French Republic was 
used to form the centerpiece over 
the platform. . . The Marseillaise 
wa* smw as lustily as the "Inter- 
nationale", and these small mat- 



Progressives Beat Dillon Machine 
At the Auto Workers Convention 



ters are significant" (N.Y. Times, 
May 5). 

The victory proved "unexpected" 
and even cmhariissing to the Stal- 
inists because they were anxious 
that the Radicals should be strong- 
er in the new Chamber than the So- 
cialists. Rut, as it turned out, 
"everybody'' won except tho true 
banner-bearers of the People's 
Front, the Uadieal Socialists. 

The Daily Worker pretends it is 
pleased at the outcome, anil ex- 
plains the defeat of the ltadicals as 
the defeat of the enemies of the 
People's Front :"Thn defeated Rad- 
ical Socialists were the doubtful 
friends of democracy within the 
People's Front". 

"The forces ivifliiti (he People's 
Front who dared Dirt wilh the re- 
actionaries, who voted for some of 
the pro-Fascist me.-twires of ex-Rjirt- 
ical Premier Pierre T.aval. were de- 
cisively rebuked and vejeeled." (II. 
W„ May' r.l. 

Defeated Despite People's Front 

The Stalinists emivcnienlly forget 
to mention that those Uadieals who 
went down So defeat, did so de- 
spite the support of I lie People's 
Front, i.e. of the Socialists and of 
the Communists-. F.;r from "rebuk- 
ing or rejecting" any. Uadieal, even 
one openly hostile to the Paople'^ 
Front, the Stalinists s'ni«ht to pla- 
cate and elect evory suijUc one oC 
them. As reported by y.. K. Ravage 
in t!;e Nation (April ^i>) the Stal- 
inists rejected" the j-,r;i--iosnl made by 
a Soeislist. member :>" the People's 
Fri:tJl Com:"_i(!e:' '_!inv every candi- 
date "nipiiorici" 1;; (!;e bloc he asked 
to pledge' his :ipr-F,-ival of the pro- 
^"■aru and 'his fipp^ovt of the govern- 
ment f'ormeil to ;»-.orurp it. "Surpris- 
ingly ei:o;i^h ffca C -mmnnists, eager 
ivt to a!k-:i,ito the Radicals by 
'earning to dictate to "them, rejected 
the proposal''. 

T h e Dnilv Worker carefully 
avoids any editorial mention of 
ITerriot's case. Yet if ii n secret to 
no one that Herriot is not at all 
friendly to the People's Front, and 
if" anyone can be charged with sup- 
porting the "pro-FascWt measures'' 
of Lava! it is certainly Ilcrrint who 
participated in T,ava!'^ cabinet. 
Blunt Prophesies Collapse 

Dal ndier is (lie ri hilar leader of 
tho Radicals, but Hie decisive in- 
fluence is wielded by Ilerriot. Re- 
gardless of whether or not (he Rad- 
icals received the largest delegation 
it was obvious from the outset that 
the next French Government would 
once again depend upon this party, 
which is plainly divided in ilH 
views toward' the People's Front. 
Loot! Tilum, for example prophesied 
in his interview to the press shortly 
before the elections that the Peo- 
ple's Front would collapse in the 
nest Chamber: "About GO Radicals 
with right-win?; tendencies will 
leave the People's Front organiza- 
tion under (he pretext Hint they 
cannot associate -with a majority 
which includes Communists." 

None other than Harriot is the 
leader of this group. One might 
have innocently imagined that when 
Herriot, for 31 yeirs the mayor of 
Lyons ( "Lyons a nd Herriot — the 
(wo names are inseparable"! failed 
of election on tho first ballot, the 
Stalinists would have taken the 
lead in administering a rebuke and 
a defeat in the run -offs to the man 
who so obviously endangers their 
entire political planning. .Tusf. the 
contrary occurred. Herriot received 
the support of the Socialists and 
the Communists and nosed out his 
reactionary opponent. 

The salient aspects of. the elec 
tion have been alroadv outlined by 
us in last, week's article. It remain* 
only to add that the results of the 
second bitllot provide a striking 
verification of the maimer in which 
the People's Front, salvages the ut- 
terly bankrupt party or the Radi- 
cals. 

The disintegafion of this tradi- 
tional nartv of French "demoCra- 
cv." which is so marked in the face 
of the joint support of both the 
Socialists and the Communists, and 
which must e^ufniw at an ever in- 
creasing rate, has already establish- 
ed a relationship of forces in the 
Chamber which ptr.ces t're greatest 
^tre.'n ii!i"n the struct ;ire of the 
Peop'e's Front. The collapse of the 
Poodle':; Frcnf w—i'j! signify a tre- 
mendous a ceeie ration, m the process 
of recoupment within the French 
workin™ e'a=s ,-s a whole, within" 
(he F"oc'?.l:st P?rtv, cud even among 
Hi« St-'ir:i~t'=. Its eolTai'-e at this 
jinichT? when the Fascists are as 
yet Tinprepjved to launch a general 
"Tensive would come as a great 
boon to the French working class 
which efin expect" no counsel from 
Rium-Daladier-Cachin except be- 
trayal and no action except capitu- 
lation. 

The first serious test, and the re- 
sulting disintegration of the "vic- 
tors" may eome even prior to the 
convocation of the new Chamber 
over the question of the devalua- 
tion of the franc. 
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opposing the previo'us craft union 
minded administration, the second 
test of their development showed 
definite weaknesses which can not 
be ignored. 

Election of Officials 

So strong was the desire of many- 
delegates including the progressives 
to obtain offices that instead of 
fighting out differences on basic Is- 
sues and then electing men on their 
stand, it was decided by the steer- 
ing committee that election of offi- 
cers should come first. 

Martin, a compromise selection of 
the progressives, was chosen presi- 
dent. Previously Wyndham Mor- 
timer, of Cleveland, one of the 
strongest leaders of the progres- 
sives, was favored as candidate. He 
became first vice-president. Ed 
Hall, secretary -treasurer, although 
bitterly opposed by progressives 
from his own territory, Wisconsin, 
«;]•; given second vice-presidency, 
in a deal. Wells, of Detroit, known 
as a middie-of-the-road man, be- 
came ' bird vice president, and 
George Addes, of Toledo, by no 
means a thorough progressive, was 
chosen sec ret ar.v -treasurer. 

The caliber of the officers is very 
reminiscent of the rubber workers' 
officials selected last fall. Only the 
test of a class struggle will show 
clearly where each stands. Some 
of the rubber worker progressives 
turned reactionary in the Goodyear 
strike. 

The Red Scare 

A company-Inspired red scare 
through issuance of a fake leaflet 
branding Martin and Mortimer as 
"comma nists" did not affect the 
elections. 

In bitterness over the election re- 
sults, reactionary delegates intro- 
duced a resolution to erpel alii 
known "communists" from the con- 
vention. 

A two-hour debate ensued with 
militant Socialist delegates taking 
the best stand and putting up the 
strongest opposition to the resolu- 
tion. 

Instead of fighting the battle to 



Terror Reigns 
In F.D.'s Cuba 



in action; and to meet the; armed tjands of the Fascists, the 
workers' defense must be armed and organized. The answer to 
the crisis of France must be given boldly : the workers* revolu- 
tion. 

But each of these tasks, without the accomplishment of 
which trie workers of France are doomed to the fate of their 
German comrades, demands as its first and decisive nre-fcondi- 
tion the reassembling of the revolutionary forces of the French 
proletariat, the forging of the revolutionary party, which can 
alone achieve the victory. 
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1. The Agrarian National Party 
rud the Aprista Party, two petty- 
bourgeois organizations. 

2. The "Confederation of La- 
bor." the I.L.D. and a host of al- 
lied outfits. 

3. The Havana Federation of 
Labor, and the Socorro Obrero. 

The Havana Federation com- 
prises the now outlawed unions of 
bakers, cigar - makers, building 
trades and office workers in that 
city. The Socorro Obrero (Work- 
ers Aid) is a non-partisan defense 
organization, which takes care of 
fho prisoners from the Havana 
Federation, the Bolshevik-Leninist 
party and the anarchists. In con- 
trast to the Stalinist opportunism, 
the Socorro Obrero seeks to enlist 
(he support of the masses. In the 
Amnesty Committee it stands out 
head and shoulders above the rest. 
However. Iff forces are too small 
to change the situation at present 
Sensitive to American Protest 

What does exist here Is a system 
of prison aid, in which even Young 
Cuba and the Autenticos partici- 
pate. A United Cooperative has 
been formed within the prisons to 
include militieal prisoners of every 
shade. This co-operative, in which 
both the Socorro Obrero and the 
I.L.D. participate, distributes mon- 
ey, food; tobacco, hooks, etc. This 
work, which is a necessary auxil- 
iary to a defense movement is the 
onlv real activity carried on under 
iini'ed mispices. 

The Cuban government is ex- 
treme! sensitive to American criti- 
cism of its policies. The protest to 
President Roosevelt on conditions 
in Cuba, initiated by the Non-Par. 
tisau Labor Defense, and signed by 
Norman Thomas, John Dos Passos, 
Clifford Odets and thirty other 
labor leaders and intellectuals in 
December, had strong repercussions 
in the Cuban press. News received 
from the Non-Partisan Labor De- 
fense that a broad movement In de- 
fense of Cuban workers is being es- 
tablished in America, involving all 
political tendencies. Is the most in- 
spiring information we have had 
here in the year since the terror 
began. 

We urge the class-conscious 
American workers to help build this 
defense movement International 
solidarity can act as a springboard 
for the Cuban struggle fo£ demo- 
cratic rights. 



a finish and defeating the resolution 
once and for all, the progressive 
forces passed a motion to refer it 
back to the constitutional commit- 
tee where it was forgotten. 

In that connection, a speech by 
Rose Pesotta, of the International 
Ladies Garment Workers Union, 
speaking as a guest that afternoon, 
spiked the reactionaries on the red 
scare. She gave an eloquent plea 
for political democracy In unions 
which was cheered by virtually 
everyone. After her talk the issue 
never came to the surface again. 
Flays Craft Union Regime 

Then came the memorable speech 
of Richard Frankensteen, an obser- 
ver for the independent industrial 
union which Coughlin had influ- 
enced. He scathingly denounced the 
craft union policies of the Green 
regime. He criticized the ignorant 
attacks of many labor papers 
against his unionj pointing out that 
at no time in the past two years 
had any attempt been made by the 
A. F. of L. or any group to bring 
them into the federation. He de- 
clared the A. P. of L. conduct in 
the Motor Products strike where 
Dillon led scabs Into the factory 
under the A. F. of L. banner a dis- 
grace to unionism. Then he made 
a stirring plea for unity and 
pledged to bring the union into the 
autonomous United Automobile 
Workers while the delegates gave 
him a tremendous ovation. Anderr 
son of the M.E.S.A. likewise took 
a similar siand In his talk. 

It was clearly established that 
two main ideas were In the auto 
workers' minds — an expression of 
what the thousands of workers in 
the huge factories think. Those 
were UNITT of all unions under 
the banner of INDUSTRIAL UN- 
IONISM.- 



Unity Probable Soon 

Immediate plans for amalgama- 
tion Including the seating of an in- 
dependent union leader on the gen- 
eral executive board were made. It 
is therefore highly probable that 
unity will be established among the 
auto -workers. 

In this matter the Committee for 
Industrial Organization was praised 
by Frankensteen and Anderson. 
Frankensteen openly declared that 
the discussions with the C.I.O. rep- 
resentatives, Adolph Germer and 
others, had brought them to the 
unity position. 

It can be said generally that 'the 
C.I.O., because of the very nature 
of the problems confronting the 
auto workers, played a more pro- 
gressive role than in the Goodyear 
strike where more basic questions 
were confronted. 

Lanor Party Resolution 
However, the credit for much of 
the progress made must be given to 
the active group of young militant 
Socialists. They supported and 
fought for every point of the pro- 
gram previously mentioned both in 
numerous caucus meetings and on 
the convention floor, exceot the 
Labor Party resolution and that 
deserves special mention. 

Although Stalinist-influenced pro- 
gressives expected a bitter flght and 
considerable doubt wits entertained 
about the" passing of the Gorman, 
resolution, the resolution was smtf- 
ported without any voice of opposi- 
tion, without any debate. 

{Since the writing of this ar- 
ticle the press reported the car- 
rying of a resolution endorsing 
Roosevelt for re-election. This 
motion was put and passed as a 
rider to the resolution urging the 
formation of a Farmer-Lahor 
party following a sneech by Pres- 
ident Homer Martin, who ap- 
pealed to the delegates not to 
Gross the C.I.O. which is definite- 
ly committed to back Roosevelt 
in 1936.— Ed.) 
It seemed that no one except the 
Stalinists took the resolution seri- 
ously. The S.P. delegates appeared 
confused in their position and some 
voted for and others apparently ab- 
stained from 1 voting. 

A Significant Observation 
As a Toledo delegate remarked 
after the vote, 'What we .are vitally 
interested In Is building a powerful 
progressive industrial union. The 
Labor Party Isn't going to help. If 
we can bring in 450.000 auto work- 
ers after, a real struggle against 
the auto magnates that will mean. 
something to the workers." 

As a matter of fact, a careful 
survey led this writer to the opin- 
ion expressed above that the auto 
workers are a hundred-fold more 
interested In building a union by 
*irect class struggle than in any 
Labor Party. 

It hardly need be pointed out 
that such a struggle for elementary 
rights wljl necessarily take on rev- 
olutionary aspects because of the 



forces against which tho worker* 
battle. Many of the militants ap- 
peared to realize this too, and ex- 
pressed that opinion. 

The delegates have no illusions 
about the ferocity of the struggle 
that will be waged against them. 
Speaker after speaker told of tho 
spy-systems, the intimidation, the 
blacklists and other weapons 
brought "into play to crush union- 
ism. But the great advance of the 
United Rubber Workers left a defi- 
nite impression and built up a new 
determination In the auto workers. 
"If the Goodyear strikers did that 
much, we can do the same," a De- 
troit delegate said. 

It was in that temper that the 
delegates adjourned, returning to 
the 40,000 workers tbey represent 
to begin an intensive organization 
drive backed by the C.I.O. to union- 
ize the 450,000 auto workers. 

However a speech by Charles P. 
Howard, secretary of the C.I.O., 
and president of the Typographical 
union, indicated the limitations 
such aid would take. 

"We believe that the worker 
should obtain more of a share of 
the product produced. The automo- 
bile workers deserve higher wages. 
We must flght to maintain the 
American standard ot living to give 
us continued life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness. The employer 
must learn ft Is good business to 
pay higher wages . . ." Howard 
said, at a mass meeting. 

Support of Roosevelt also was 
urged. In other words, a class col- 
laboration policy will be pursued 
by the C.I.O. when obviously only 
the most militant struggle can 
bring any victory, as the Goodyear 
strike proved. 

In conclusion, It must be said that 
the number of young militants at 
the convention offered real hope 
that the United Automobile Work- 
ers would base their fight for onlon- 
ism on a class struggle policy. In 
clashing with the powerful anto 
magnates only such a policy offew 
the correct program for victory. 

As in the rubber strike. Irrespec- 
tive of any particular leader or 
groups of leaders, future battles in 
the auto industry will assume such 
magnitude and the auto workers 
such a militancy that one can safe- 
ly predict the development of cadres 
of class-conscious, revolutionary- 
minded militants by the very na- 
ture of the struggle. 



Grant Wage 
Rise in Akron 



(Continued front Pag* 1) 

and boxes, and embellished with a 
sign, "Moving Goodrich to Oak 
Park, Pa.," a slap at the decentral- 
ization announcements of the past 
month. 

with Goodrich marched its uni- 
formed baseball team, and members 
—believe It or not— or the riding 
club, gallantly bearing signs, "Good- 
rich Riding Clul> — the Horsea are 
Resting." 

Splendid Fraternal Delegations 

Throughout the parade were 
signs demanding the repeal of the 
sales tax, condemning the "Lew and 
Order League," end attacking the 
Bedaax system. Fraternal delegates 
from Canton bore a large sign, 
"BLACKLISTED!— Republic Steel 
Workers," and served as a reminder 
that labor solidarity reaches every- 
where. The Palmer match workers, 
carrying a sign, "LOCKED OUT!" 
and bearing on their shoulders what 
were obviously huge imitation 
matches, but which, curiously 
enough, would probably serve as 
flue picket clubs, were applauded 
constantly. 

An encouraging sign, especially 
when It Is remembered that Akron 
recruits largely from southern 
labor, was the large number of 
Negroes parading with tho Pitta- 
burgh Valve local. 

After the parade, a maas meeting 
was held in Grace Park. Joseph 
Schlossberg of the Amalgamated 
Clothing Workers spoke, as did the 
C.P. stooge, Maurice Sugar of De- 
troit 

As a whole, however; the parade 
was a wonderful exhibition of the 
Akron trade unions' fresh, young 
strength. Naturally the barons of 
the rubber industry have not been 
napping. While throwing a sop to 
the workers, they have been busy 
solidifying the forces of reaction. 
At Goodyear the police force is be- 
ing augmented, the "Law and Or- 
der League" is initiating a low does 
paying union, and it is entering the 
political arena. 

.Everything points to new and 
glorious struggles ahead ! 
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Communist Party Trails F.D. Bandwagon 

■ - A 

Browder Borrows FarleyCampaign 
Slogans; New Deal Demagogy 
Aided as 'Labor Party' Flops 



/Utl the Russian 

Boljihevik 

Stalin Plans 
Wholesale 
Persecution 

New Decree Directs Vio- 
lence of Regime Against 
Revolutionists 



By L. TROTSKY 

The March 15th issue of Pravda 
carries a semi-official order that em- 
anates from a high source, obvious- 
ly from Stalin, and that deals -with 
the treatment to he accorded the ex- 
pelled party members. The question 
is not a simple one because, as we 
have only to recall, from the second 
half of last year to the present day 
more than 300,000 have been ex- 
pelled, perhaps, even half a milion. 
The smallest percentage of the par- 
ty members expelled is 1%, but in 
several instances over one- third 
have been expelled. At the present 
time the purge is continuing under 
the guise of ''exchanging the party 
cards", or. as Stalin's order states, 
the party continues to rid itself of 
"Trotskyists, Zinovievists. White 
Guards, and other tilth." This list 
and the order of naming the cat- 
egories of the expelled have become 
very firmly established, and, more- 
over, in all the lists, both local and 
general, the '"Erotskyists" invari- 
ably occupy the first place. This 
means that the heaviest blows are 
directed against them. 

Stalin's order leaves no room for 
doubt on this seore. On the surface 
the order seems to be intended as a 
check upon the excessive zeal of lo- 
cal organizations who are depriving 
all the expelled of work. .With un- 
exampled bureaucratic Jesuitism, 
Stalin intervenes in behalf of cer- 
tain categories of the expelled. 
Thus, the order remarks that cer- 
tain communists have been expelled 
as passive elements, for breaches of 
discipline or of party ethics. Harsh- 
ness toward them is unwarranted. 
If they are to compromised for their 
old work, they must be given new 
work. One should not needlessly 
breed enemies. "Unfortunately, this 
simple truth is not understood ev- 
erywhere". A man who has commit- 
ted "some sort of a grave breach of 
party ethics" may nevertheless re- 
main a "useful individual for our 
socialist country." Under one con- 
dition: that he is not an "enemy," 
i.e., the enemy of the bureaucracy. 
If a man has embezzled, given or 
taken bribes, beat up an underling, 
or raped a girl, in short, committed 
a "grave breach of party ethics" 
but has in the meantime remained 
loyal to the powers that be, then 
this *usefuT individual" must be 
given other work. The chief quality 
that the order demands from the 
party leaders is: "the ability to 
distinguish between the enemy and 
the non-enemy." Ituthlessness is 
recommended only with regard to 
the political opponent. A docile 
grafter is not an enemy. The mor- 
tal enemy js the honest opposition- 
ist who must be deprived of work 
of every kind. 

The only employer in the TJ.S.S.R. 
is the bureaucracy. Stalin's order 
implies In practice the doom of tens 
of thousands of Oppositionists to 
the tortures of unemployment and 
homelessness, even when they are 
exiled. To be sure, this used to be 
done before too, but not in every 
case. Today, this has been erected 
into a system. 

This order of Stalin which bears 
the caption "On Bolshevik Vigil- 
ance" must be brought to the at- 
tention of the workers the world 
over. Not a single appropriate oc- 
casion should be missed to raise 
this question at workers' meetings. 
Wherever possible, it is necessary 
to penetrate into the trade union 
press. Everything must be done to 
prevent Stalin from physically ex- 
terminating tens of thousands of 
irreproachable young fighters. 
March 25, 1936. 



Report Death, Suffering 
In Stalin's Siberian Jail 



The following information on our prisoners in the U.S.S.R. has 
been received from an absolutely trustworthy source. For obvious 
reasons we cannot disclose the name of onr InfennaMt; 

1) Our comrade SOLNTSEV, imprisoned in 1929 after his return 
from America served three years in prison and then an additional two. 
Released at tlie beginning of 1335, be was deported to the Siberian 
frontier— I do not know the name of the locality, bat I was in indirect 
communication with him — in a village where it was impossible for him 
to And work and where he therefore suffered the greatest physical 
privation. At the end of 1935, he was arrested again, without any 
conceivable legal reason, and soon condemned to 3 or 5 years in prison. 
He refused to undergo this punishment and carried through a hunger 
strike lasting about 20 days in defense of his "freedom" of exile. He 
won his point; the N.K.W.D. consented to send him to Minoussinsk 
where his exited wife and son awaited him. On route, travelling by 
stages with oilier prisoners, he fell ill with exhaustion (inflammation 
of the internal ear), was operated on immediately in the hospital at 
Novosibirsk where he died last January (1936). 

2) AH the Trotskyist exiles of Tara, a dozen comrades among 
whom is Guerstein, were arrested in January- February. This means 
that a ''case" is being cooked up against them which can only end by 
their removal to concentration camps for long terms, 

3) I-AIK) D0UMBAIMCK must be saved. Wounded in the civil 
war, serio.isly bruised besides, he is paralyzed in both arms. Impris- 
oned, in 1934-35 he was moved from Soitzdal to Bontirky, from Bou- 
tirky to exile, from exile again to SouzdaL rapidly transferred from 
prison to prison, from eity to city, without obtaining any* real care, he 
becomes more seriously ill. They ended by exiling him to Sarapoul, 
where he is alone, an invalid, receiving an allowance of 50 roubles a 
month. It is almost impossible for him to dress and undress himself; 
he has no one to care for him, letters seldom reach him, it is only with 
the greatest pain that he succeeds in writing a few lines and then after 
hours of painful travail.— I read one of these letters, it is a tragic 
document; but if we do not obtain care for him or'otlier living condi- 
tions, LADO DOCMBDAZE is lost; his heroism can now serve him 
only to go under like a man. 

I believe it necessary to broadcast widely the sufferings and death 
of Solntsev, the danger to Doumbadze. My information is quite re- 
liable and for my part I wiil do everything in .my power. . . . 

I have read Tarov and Cilifea: they are, on the who$e, understat- 
ing the ease. The truth is much worse. 



CI.O. Faces 
Challenge 
Of Steel 

Drive to Organize Industry 

Major Problem Before 

American Labor 



ATTENTION 

Max Shaefatman, editor of the 
New International will speak on 
"Browder: the Man and His 
Books," Wed, May 20tft, 8 PJtt. 
at Irvine Plan, Irving Place 
and 15th Street. 



Pressure forces Victor 
Serge's Release from S. U. 

After three years of exile in Stalin's Siberia, Victor Serve, author 
of "The Year One of the Russian Revolution" and many other working 
class books, and a life-long' and devoted militant in the revolutionary 
movement, has been released- and returned to Belgium 

Ho was arrested in 1933 by an administrative order to She G.P-U. 

and exiled with oat the slightest semblance of a trial in violation of 

the Soviet laws for his continued refusal to give up his revolutionary 

views and prostitute himself to the task of liquidating the October 

LRevolutlon. 

He was deprived of all communication with the outside world, 
and blacklisted so that he was unable to obtain employment in Oren- 
burg, where he was exiled. For 1 three years he tried to support a sick 
wife and child on the meagre returns from the publication of his 
works in France. During this time the Stalinist bureaucrats constant- 
ly harrassed him for a capitulation. 

On April 1 of this year the growing wave of protest against the 
treatment of Serge, especially in France where a committee of promi- 
nent authors carried on a long fight for his release , finally forced the 
Stalinist bureaucrats to let him go. But they look their revenge by 
holding his former secretary, a young French stenographer, who was 
completely inactive in politics, as a "hostage." At the same time all 

Serge's papers, notes and manuscripts for books, in which the au- 
thorities vainly searched for "counter-revolutionary" statements were 
confiscated. 

The release of Serge is the second victory of this year in the 
struggle to free the thousands of revolutionists who are rotting in the 
Jails and in exile in the Soviet Union, jailed and exiled by administra- 
tive decrees without trial, and unknown even to the population of the 
U.S.SJS. Itself. 



Union Blooms 
In Akron 



By BLAKE LEAB 

A'ERON, Ohio, May 12.— Seven 
workers were slightly wounded on 
May 7th when a company gunman 
shot into a crowd of several hun- 
dred Goodyear workers milling 
about a company weasel who was 
distributing an anti-union pamphlet, 
"The Heal Faets!" 

So eager were the workers to re- 
ceive the pamphlet that the com- 
pany weasel had to pull a black- 
jack to repress the importunate 
crowd. It was an unfortunate tac- 
tical error, for he was immediately 
hurled to the ground. The special 
deputy, one of those commissioned 
during the late unlamented strike, 
then fired into the crowd. 

The pamphlet, cleverly signed "A 
Goodyear Worker," portrays the 
Goodyear as a veritable Garden of 
Eden before the snake of unionism 
arrived. The ugly lynch spirit per- 
vading the screed is well shown in 
the following quotation : "There is 
another condition in the shop today 
and that is there are some very 
(Continued on Page 4) 



Out of Their 
Own Mouths 



It is not often that the capitalist 
press draws aside the curtains that 
conceal the real forees at work in 
maintaining ''social order" under 
the present system. All the more 
remarkable, therefore, is the fol- 
lowing article on the Tampa Bog- 
ging case that appeared in the New 
York Times of May II. The killing 
o£ Joseph Shoemaker was so callous 
a crime, the national protest against 
its perpetrators so powerful, polit- 
ical and economic conditions in 
Tampa as brought out during the 
trials are so thoroughly rotten that 
even this ultra -conservative journal 
has been driven to expose them 
after its own fashion. 
* • • 

"By JUNIUS B. WOOD 
"BARTOW, Fla., May 10.— An 
unanswerable question to persons 
in this part of the country is why 
the mere flogging and tar and feath- 
ering of three men, one of them so 
severely that he died, should at- 
tract such widespread attention in 
the United States. 

(Continued on Page 4) 



By ARNK SWABECK 

Wilt the half million workers, 
whose fortune and misfortune is 
harnessed to the brutal and capri- 
cious dominance of the gigantic 
steel empire, finally be organized? 

The Committee for Industrial 
Organisation considers this ques- 
tion to be a challenge. It passed 
the challenge on to the A. F. of L. 
But, it attached also an offer to 
contribute a half million dollars 
and a staff of experienced organ- 
izers for an organization campaign, 
stipulating that conditions neces- 
sary really to produce results would 
require assurance that "all steel 
workers organized will be granted 
the permanent right to remain unit- 
ed in one industrial union," and 
that ''the leadership of the cam- 
paign must be such as to inspire 
confidence of success." Certainly, 
more reasonable conditions could 
not be stipulated. 

However, tho A. F. of L Execu- 
tive Council, now meeting in Wash- 
ington. D.C., wrathfuliy spurned 
the offer and refused to accept its 
col id it ions. 

Win. Green declared lhat the Ex- 
ecutive Council would act only if 
it were "free from the interference 
on the part of any group or groups 
either within or outside the juris- 
diction of the A. F. of L." In other 
words, these distinguished elders 
flatly rejected the whole idea pre- 
sented by the CI.O. 
A. F. of L. Decision Remains Paper 

Convention resolutions of 1934 
and 1935 put the A. F. of It on 
record to organize the steei indus- 
try. Nevertheless, the net results 
to date falls below zero. The steei 
workers' union has even lost the 
gains it made during the early NRA 
period. To establish the responsi- 
bility for this failure should not 
be difficult. It is a well known 
fact that the leadership of the steel 
workers' union, headed by Mike 
Tigbe, is even considered by Wm. 
Green to be so incompetent as not 
to merit the confidence necessary to 
direct a campaign of organization. 
Self-complacent bureaucrats, when 
irritated by demands for action, 
usually need a scapegoat, and truly, 
a better one than Mike Tlghe could 
hardly be found. But this means 
nothing more tlau the old proverb 
of the pot (-ailing the kettle black. 
The sluggishness of Wm. Green 
and company would also seem to 
mirror a consciousness of their own 
incompetence. And no doubt* the 
stubborn insistence on craft union 
prerogatives has very likely led 
them into a position that they 
themselves cannot ithink through to 
the end when considering organiza- 
tion of the steel industry. 

Lewis Flays Wretched Policy 

Still, the real reason for the dis- 
mal failure so far is a much more 
fundamental one. Unwittingly John 
L. Lewis touched its very nerve 
center when he addressed himself 
the other day, on behalf of the C.I. 
O., directly to the convention of the 
Amalgamated Association of Iron, 
Steel and Tin Workers. 

With withering scorn he con- 
demned the A. F. of L. policy as 
"inadequate, futile .and conceived 
in a mood of humiliated despera- 
tion on the part of men who have 
for years past trifled with the des- 
tinies of 500,000 men employed by 
your industry and have materially 
stayed the progress of the American 
labor movement," Lewis also ad- 
dressed his offer directly to the 
steel workers' convention. But 
chances were rather scant for a 
hetter response from this gathering 
than that received from Green. 

A direct descendant from the 
proud Sons of Vulean, and itself 
antedating the formation of the A. 
F. of L by several years, the Amal- 
gamated Association is again re- 
( Continued on Page 2) 
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EARL BBOW3>ER, like a good father, always has 
a new surprise up his sleeve for his political 
children. The surprises, no doubt, seem often a bit 
flat and stale to those outside the family, circle; but 
when accompanied so gracefully with that warm and 
well-known smile of the leader, the family itaelf is 
always ready with a happy round of applause and a 
shout or two of delight. 

Think of that beautiful surprise he brought back 
from Moscow a year ago January, personally wrapped 
up and sealed &y the hand of the master. Browder 
himself was so excited about it that he couldn't even 
stop in New York to show it first to the Central Com- 
mittee. He didn't want It spoiled by being talked 
about beforehand. He jumped on the flrst train to 
Washington, hurried up to the platform of the Social 
Security Convention, and presented it there to the 
delegates, entirely prepaid. How they all gasped 
and cheered! A wonderful, new, mass-class Farmer-- 
Labor Party ! Tbe delegates could hardly wait to 
hurry home, and spread the glad tidings to farm and 
countryside. Gone were the days of harsh words 
and bitter theses. Gone the lone and austere super- 
revolutionary struggle. Now comrades could be found 
at every glanee. and the broad embrace of the people's 
movement could draw within its arms Church and 
school, Y.M.G.A. and Salvation Army, clubs and sor- 
orities, the bitter with the sweet. 

And what a campaign it was, spurred on by Dim- 
it roff's stirring realism at the Seventh Congress, 
The Daily Worker was hardly large enough to con- 
tain all the reports of She Farmer-Labor gatherings 
throughout the country, to list the thousands of res- 
olutions adopted for a Farmer- Labor Party every 
time two honest persons got together. The sweep, the 
Daily Worker informed us (that is, up to a week 
ago | was irresistible. The Farmer-Labor party was 
assured for 1038. Only cowards, lagging behind the 
masses, could I ail to see it. Long editorials in large 
type scolded the Socialists, grew indignant at Nor- 
man Thomas, denounced the Militants, because these 
cynics suggested that a Farmer-Labor party in 1936 
was not going to be. 

UNION CHIEFS FOLLOW DAILY WORKER 
... TO ROOSEVELT 

Somehow, Lewis and Hillman and Duhinsky and 
Green and Olson and Kieve failed to follow the Daily 
Worker as closely as they should have. Somehow, 
they began to issue public statements and form 
propaganda leagues and put pressure on unions to — 
support Roosevelt, Or was it that they had read 
the Daily Worker, not too little, but too well? Had 
they noticed in the Daily Worker that the main enemy 
of the masses was Hearst and Hoover and the Lib- 
erty League, that the force which blocked the people's 
legislation was the Supreme Court, that the ageucy 
making for fascism and war was the Dupont family, 
Morgan and Hearst and the organizations which these 
subsidize? Perhaps they had noticed these things, 
and observed that this was precisely Roosevelt's 
position, and that Roosevelt seemed a more imposing 
advocate than a hypothetical and non-existent Far- 
mer-Labor Party which would advocate, in funda- 
mentals, that same position. 

For this is the truth of the matter: the Stalin- 
ist campaign for the Farmer-Labor Party has been 
and continues to be a campaign for Roosevelt. 
This, then, makes Browder's latest surprise per- 
haps not so surprising. Last week-end, at the Con- 
ference of the Youth Congress held in New York, 
Browder disclosed it : There is not going to be a 
Farmer-Labor presidential tieket in 1936. Again the 
short gasp (after all, the Daily Worker had been 
explaining that there would be all during the week 
before), and then again tbe applause and even the 
excited shout or two. No, explained Browder, real- 
istic politicians understand (everyone else having 
already come to the conclusion) that the idea that 
there can be a Farmer-Labor presidential ticket in 
1030 is utopian and romantic. But of course that 
does not mean that we won't have a Farmer-Labor 
party in 1936. Of course not. We will organize a 
national party to run local tickets. And meantime 
we will understand that "The main slogan of the 
Communist Party in the election campaign wilt be: 
'Keep the Hoovers, Landons and Hearsts out of 
power."* 

The Daily Worker theoreticians hurried to their 
desks, tore up their back copy, and prepared a deluge 
of new articles explaining the full meaning of the 
new surprise. Olson's call for a conference at Chi- 
cago showed It off to full advantage. Here was just 
what answered. A Farmer-Labor Conference called 
by a State Farmer-Labor party, disavowing any 
thought of putting forward a presidential candidate, 
and keeping clear of any inconvenient democracy in 
its arrangements. The Stalinists, under banner heads, 
hail the Conference, appropriately, as the greatest 
step yet taken toward the mass-class Farmer-Labor 
movement. 

THE MAIN ENEMY! 
And what is the purpose of this Conference? Its 
meaning stares ns in the face. It is called to mobil- 
ize further and more solidly the confused and cloudy 
Farmer-Labor sentiment behind the Roosevelt char- 
iot. Again, it somehow turns out, — the Farmer-Labor 
campaign is a campaign for RooseTett. 

What libel i Is it suggested that the Communist 
Party is betraying its class interests and lending aid 
and comfort to the political agent of tbe enemy? 
The infamous notion seems to have occurred even to 
the minds of some of tbe following, for we find tbe 
Question and Answer Box of Thursday's Daily Work- 
er dealing with it. The Question is put backward'': 
a "simple worker" signing himself modestly ''D. H." 
wants to know whether we shouldn't stop criticizing 
Roosevelt and concentrate our fire on "the light 
against reaction as represented by Hearst and the 
Liberty League." "Ehe Answer is stern, but friendly. 
Of course, ''the main emphasis . . . must by all means 
be laid on. the necessity ol combatting the Republi- 
can-Liberty League-Hearst combination, which is 



leading the drive toward fascism. This ultra-reac- 
tionary alliance is today the chief enemy of the com- 
mon people of the country, and all efforts must be 
made to defeat it in the November elections." 

All efforts] . . . How, then, do we vote? But this 
question Browder and the Daily Worker have seen 
fit not yet to answer. 

But, naturally, the Answer goes on : "However, 
in order to defeat reaction, it is necessary to criti- 
cize all those who, by retreating before it, are help- 
ing to pave the way for its victory. This is the role 
of Roosevelt." And, after outlining why local Far- 
mer-Labor parties must be built: '"Moreover, only 
such a militant people's front could exert real pres- 
sure on Roosevelt and slow down to some extent his 
retreat before reaction." The leading editorial in 
the same issue amplifies further the same ideas, un- 
der the heading, "Roosevelt, on Taxes, is Giving 
New Concessions to "Reactionaries." 

CONFUSION 1 VERSUS MARXISM 
A moment's pause is necessary. Let us stop to 
consider for a moment these quotations from the 
Answer. This, no doubt, is the realistic Marxism 
modelled after the new helmsman of the Comintern. 
But it seems, at least at a superficial glance, some- 
what removed from the Marxism associated with the 
founder of the principles which bear his name. In- 
deed, if it were two years ngo, we might believe that 
we were residing an account of Roosevelt in The 
Nation or The New Republic. These two Quixotic 
periodicals likewise analyze in the same manner the 
"tragedy of Roosevelt." Roosevelt, they have been 
telling us for some time now, an honest man with 
good ideas, "retreated before reaction.'' He was 
two weak to stand up before the attacks of Wall 
Street and the industrialists. 

Revolutionary Marxists (that is, of the non-Dim- 
itroff variety) make n different analysis. They state 
that Roosevelt is tbe political executive of finance- 
capital, that he stepped into the government to use 
the resources of the state to help pull capitalism out 
of the depths of crisis, to restore profits and maintain 
the rule of the bourgeoisie and of private property. 
Par from ''retreating before reaction," they say that 
Roosevelt is precisely the agent of reaction — the 
agent of the bourgeoisie, the reactionary class in 
modern society. They grant that his methods differ 
from the methods of the Liebrty League, that indeed 
he has conflicts with many of the hankers and in- 
dustrial ists. But in basic class content and alle- 
giance, they are (these unrealistic Marxists) unable 
to find any difference between Roosevelt and the 
Liberty League, between Jim Farley and Hoover or 
Landion, It is their view — a view they share with 
Marx and Lenin but unfortunately not with Browder 
and Dfmitroff and Stalin — that the "chief enemy* of 
the common people of the country" is riot "the Re- 
publican-Liberty League- Hearst combination." but — 
the class enemy, the bourgeoisie, capitalism as a 
whole. They declare that the business of Marxists in 
the 1936 campaign is to agitate, not against the 
bogey-man of the Liberty League, but against capi- 
talism and for socialism, to utilize the ferment of 
the election year to draw the masses toward a revo- 
lutionary program and a revolutionary party, not 
toward reformist illusions and a third-party to patch 
up the holes and wash the dirty linen of a rotted 
social order. 

A CAMPAIGN AGAINST SOCIALISM 
The Stalinist campaign,' the whole false, hypo- 
critical, degraded, cynical campaign of their mass- 
class Fanner-Labor hocus pocus, is a campaign for 
Roosevelt, a campaign against socialism, the ideas 
of socialism, and the revolutionary struggle for so- 
cialism. This is true whether or not the CommunisC 
Party comes out openly to call for votes for Roose- 
velt. This latter possibility, as we have repeatedly 
pointed out in recent months, is by no means ex- 
cluded; it is, on the contrary, entirely consistent 
with their present position, as well as with the inter- 
national orientation of Stalinism. The ground has 
Ijeen carefully laid, and it is significant that the past 
weeks Daily Workers nowhere carry a categorical 
denial. The latest dodge is that "the Communist 
party will seek a Joint presidential ticket with the 
Socialist party." This can hardly be meant serious- 
ly. And, they go on, "If unsuccessful (the party) 
will place in the Held its own independent candi- 
dates." The statement that these candidates will 
include a presidential candidate is studiously avoided. 
Moreover, candidates can always be withdrawn. The 
actual election tactic, however, depends upon certain 
factors oCher than the logical consequences of their 
position: upon the stage of the crisis in the Far East, 
the developments in Roosevelt's foreign policy be- 
tween now and November, and a purely opportunist 
judgment as to the effect upon its mass following 
which electoral support of Roosevelt would have. 
The Stalinists have a hard Job in their strivings for 
respectability : Roosevelt will naturally be tbe flrst 
to repudiate their votes ; and besides Roosevelt la 
sure to be elected in any case. 

ROOSEVELT IS THE PEOPLE'S FRONT 
But the specific electoral move is unimportant. 
The political significance remains the same in either 
case. The Stalinist propaganda plays into the hands 
of Roosevelt because of the basic political perspec- 
tive which directs It. There is nothing strange in 
this, nor would there be in their voting for Roose- 
velt, no more than there was In the vote for Benes 
in Czechoslovakia. Does not their international po- 
sition call for the support of democracy against fas- 
cism? Are they not prepared to support democratic 
countries in wars against fascist countries? Do they 
not call for a broad people's front of minimum re- 
form on non-elass lines, against the "200 families" 
in France, against Wall Street and the Liberty 
League In this country? Do they not call for neu- 
trality legislation, social security, an end to tbe con- 
trol of the Tories, a people's government? Wherein, 
therefore, does their program distinguish itself from 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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L.I.O. faces Challenge 
Of Steel Industry 



(Continued fwm Page 1) 
duced to a mere shadow of a union. 
It represents today a far 'cry from 
the powerful organization that con- 
ducted the Homestead strike- In 
1892 and cleaned up on the Pinker- 
tons. Its gain of 150,000 new mem- 
bers during the 1919 steel strike 
withered away under the unfortun- 
ate leadership of Mike Tlghe, who 
was then its ancient president and 
who remains In control today de- 
spite his senility and decrepitude. 
Even the new spark of life with 
■which tee union was infused as a 
result of the impulse from the NBA 
was too much for the hoary presi- 
dent and his slightly younger lieu- 
tenants. A new set of progressive 
elements had come into leading lo- 
cal positions. They condemned in 
scathing terms the policy of paral- 
ysis; they made some stupid mis- 
takes, but they demanded action 
and organization. Mike Tlghe knew 
only the reply of suppression and 
expulsion and numerous local 
lodges were wrecked. 

After Fifty Years 

To Mike Tighe the secret rituals 
and mummery left over from old 
days of trade union illegality re- 
main a sacred union heritage, more 
dear to him than activity and pro- 
gress. And so well did he dlschange 
Ms obligation to the inviolability 
of his contract with the steel man- 
ufacturers that the union, after 
more than a half century of exist- 
ence, counts a paid up membership 
of not more than 4,800. Needless 
to say this contract which Mike 
Tighe holds as sacred, Is not 
meant to embrace more than a 
scattering of workers here and 
(here is a few mills. It is a con- 
tract designed essentially to restrict 
and to prevent organisation. 

Prom this description it would 
be difficult for any reader to note 
any real distinction between Mike 
Tighe and Wm. Green, except the 
difference of age. Outward differ- 
ences there are. Actual differences 
there are none. In essence the 
former has carried out the policy 
of the latter and both are more or 
less equal partners in the policy 
and methods of the A. F. of I* bu- 
reaucracy. And thus the real rea- 
son for the dismal failure of or- 
ganization tn the steel industry — 
aside from the devastating gross 
incompetence — can be found only 
in the position of this bureaucracy. 

Wm. Green and his allies do not 
think of coming to grips with the 
problem and undertaking a cam- 
paign of organization in the only 
way that It could actually succeed. 
Such ideas are alien and repugnant 
to them. Their own role is deter- 
mined by their attitude to the cap- 
italist system to which they swear 
allegiance. They naturally become 
champions of the rights of collective 
bargaining for labor with them- 
selves, however, occupying the po- 
sition of agents who are privileged 
to bargain both ways. In this role 
they will endeavor to gain conces-. 
sions for the unions but simultane- 
ously they consider themselves to be 
the custodians of the Interests of 
capftal against aggression from the 
rank and file members. 

The Empire of V. S. Steel 

In the steel industry, however, 
no alternatives are offered. The 
United States Steel Corporation, is 
the absolute and despotic ruler. It 
is In Itself an empire within an 
empire. Only 23 American cities 
had a greater population than the 
population of the U. 8. Steel Cor- 
poration in 1920. Not less than 
196,000 workers and their families 
are dependent for their livelihood 
upon this corporation. This Is Amer- 
ica's largest employer of labor. The 
directors of this corporation do not 
at all fancy any ideas of sitting 
down at conference tables -with 
representatives of labor. Their 
policy in this respect was laid down 
In a resolution of June 17, 1901, 
when J. p. Morgan the Rider or- 
ganized the L'niied Slates Steel 
Corporation. It says: 

'We are unalterably opposed to 
any extension of union labor, and 
advise subsidiary companies to 
take a Arm position when these 
questions come up, and say that 
they are not going to recognize 
It." 

Every word here is meant just 
exactly as it fs written. Moreover, 
the TJ. S. Steel executives have 
never deviated from this resolution. 
Nor has Mike Tighe ever deviated 
from his respect for the inviola- 
bility of his contract with the steel 
companies. He has understood it 
and interpreted it just exactly as 
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It was meant to be understood. This 
Is one of the reasons for the fact 
that the organization he leads has 
only 4,800 members. 

The Challenge of Steel 

Meanwhile modern conditions of 
production has forged ahead to 
constantly greater improvement of 
machinery and efficiency of output, 
constantly also subordinating the 
conditions of labor to the control 
of the capitalist ownership of In- 
dustry. Under these conditions the 
whole trade union movement is in 
danger of utter ineffectiveness, If 
not actual extinction, unless the 
basic industries and particularly 
the steel industry Is organised. 
Even Green, Tighe and company 
cannot possibly be entirely unaware 
of this fact, though they may not 
comprehend its real meaning — or 
for that matter, care much. But 
they do know that the tackling of 
the steel empire is a serious cam- 
paign of organization, leaves no 
room for compromise or for bar- 
gaining. Besides it is such a gi- 
gantic task and may result in seri- 
ous bruises because the feudal rul- 
ers of this empire believe in fight- 
ing it out to the end. 

This is the challenge to the whole 
trade union movement. What the 
A. F. of L. Executive Council will 
do about it is now perfectly clear. 
It will do exactly nothing of any 
serious consequence. 

The A. A. Convention 

The Amnlgamated Association of 
Iron, Steel and Tin Workers has 
just ended its sixty-first annual 
convention. For days on end it 
gave consideration to the offer 
made by the C.I.O., only by a scant 
majority was a conditional accept- 
ance achieved. Mike Tighe, how- 
ever, succeeded in maintaining his 
stranglehold upon the union and 
making his bid for the friendship 
of both Lewis and Green. The final 
decision adopted affirms the charter 
lights of the Amalgamated Associ- 
ation, which are the rights of sole 
jurisdiction as. an industrial union. 
Outside of that the conditional ac- 
ceptance of the C.I.O. offer will 
have real meaning only provided 
the industrial union forces take 
hold of it and carry it into life. 

Company Unions Stampede 

Last year company union repre- 
sentatives from a number of plants 
held a convention in Newcastle, Pa. 
at which demands were formulated 
for wage increases and improved 
working conditions while the dele- 
gates refused to grant admission to 
management representatives. Short- 
ly thereafter a similar company 
union convention in Gary, Indiana, 
considered a proposal for a final 
breakaway from company control 
with the vote unanimously in favor 
of taking independent measures to 
defend the Interests of the workers. 
These are important signs <#■ a 
new trend and of a new vitality 
displayed in an original way. Real 
possibilities of organization in the 
steel industry are unquestionably 
available. 

The organization of these work- 
ers has now become imperative. But 
the challenge has been thrown right 
hack into the lap of the industrial 
union bloc. What will these unions 
do about it?' Trifling with this 
problem or nibbling at it will not 
do. A rich opportunity awaits 
these unions. A spark of new life 
was manifested at the steel work- 
ers' convention nourished by the 
pressure for action made by the 
progressive elements. New unions 
arcg rowing and gaining ground in 
several mass production Industries 
from which forces for further ex- 
tension can be recruited. Practical- 
ly all of these new unions appear 
to be ready to continue an aggres- 
sive fight for the building of a 
truly powerful industrial union 
movement; but its future Is bound 
up with progress in steel. 

The organization of the steel in- 
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It Steals Labor Party Thunder 

llse New 



By ARNE SWABECK 

During the last few weeks the 
plea for Roosevelt's re-election has 
gained new converts and new ad- 
herents with amazing speed from 
the trade union movement. It is 
taking on the character of a clean 
sweep. By the manner in which the 
plea Is presented, and In view of 
the present objective conditions, it 
is not at all surprising that the la- 
bor party question fades into the 
background with the same ease that 
this sweep gains in momentum. Or, 
perhaps It would be more correct to 
say that the labor perambulator is 
being hooked onto the Roosevelt 
bandwagon. 

This stampede started last Jan- 
uary when John L. Lewis whooped 
through the United Mine Workers 
convention a unanimous resolution 
for Roosevelt's re-election. Follow- 
ing this lead Labor's Non-Partisan 
League came into being. It was 
sponsored by the Lewls-Hillman 
forces. The American Federation 
of Hosiery Workers convention and 
the Amalgamated Clothing Workers 
General Executive Board next fell 
in line. Two International union 
presidents, David Dubinsky and 
15 mil Itieve quickly deserted the 
Socialist Party for their new and 
real allegiance. Wm. Green, on the 
oiiening day of the A. F. of L. Ex- 
ecutive Council second quarterly 
meeting, advocated the President's 
re-election. And two days before 
this the delegates to the United 
Automobile Workers convention vot- 
ed without a dissenting voice to 
support the Roosevelt candidacy. 
Raw Deal for Auto Workers 

Nobody will suspect that the 
automobile workers harbored feel- 
ings of special gratitude to Roose- 
velt. They cannot possibly have for- 
gotten his Infamous automobile 
agreement which was folsfed upon 
them during the spring of 1934. 
This agreement they looked upon 
then as a definite setback to their 
aims and efforts; and such it prov- 
ed to be. It brought about the hated 
Automobile Labor Relations Board 
headed by Wollmnn. It strengthen- 
ed, for the time being the strangle- 
hold of Wm. Green and Collins, lat- 
er supplanted by Dillon, and post- 
poned the organization of the auto- 
nomous international union s o 
much desired by the organized au- 
tomobile workers. 

No, these are not the reasons for 
their endorsement of Roosevelt. The 
decision of the auto workers con- 
vention simply means that it follows 
the lead of the Committee for In- 
dustrial Organization. This Is of 
double significance when viewed in 
relation to the labor party question. 
It must be remembered that on the 
whole the unions of the C.I.O. and 
its supporting unions, like the auto 
workers, represents the section of 
organized labor which is traveling 
in a progressive direction. This Is 
indisputable. It is also the section 
of organized labor that has shown 
the greatest vitality and growth, 
and particularly so when a compar- 
ison is made with a number of 
unions, distinctly craft in make-up 
nnd in spirit, which have remained 



dustry is a gigantic task. Enor- 
mous difficulties will have to be 
faced and the minimum requirement 
is nothing less than a gigantic 
movement capable of surrounding 
this feudal empire, capable of in- 
vading it and executing the neces- 
sary tactical flank maneuvers to- 
gether with the head-on frontal at- 
tack. This is the nevt big job for 
American labor. Success in this field 
will no doubt depend much more di- 
rectly upon the ability, courage and 
tenacity of the developing genu- 
inely progressive trade union forces 
than upon the good-will of any 
leaders. 
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C. P. Trails Roosevelt 

(Continued from Pa«e 1) 

Roosevelt's: this entire perspective was outlined in 
Roosevelt's annual message to Congress. In actual- 
ity, (he Democratic Party In this country this year, 
under Roosevelt's leadership, constitutes the ultimate 
In the People's Front as defined by and called for by 
the Communist Party. It comprises, in Its main 
social composition, just what the Stalinists ask: the 
bulk of the trades unions, the organized farmers, the 
Townsendites, the Epic Clubs, the disoriented middle 
classes, the bulk of the unemployed ; with the ma- 
jority of "Wall Street and the industrialists" howl- 
ing against it from the outside. And Its program is 
a completely typical People's Front program, with 
the standard People's Front demands, closely similar 
to and in many cases to the leEt of the program, for 
example, of the French People's Front. 

Thus the Roosevelt demagogy, ably assisted by 



the Hillmans and Dubinskys and Olsons, is In a posi- 
tion to sweep to Itself the great majority of those 
who have been infected by the Stalinist agitation, 
and tie them to Roosevelt's machine, whatever the 
Communist Party publicly declares about voting, 
since the Stalinist agitation leads necessarily in the 
Roosevelt direction, and provides no political barrier 
to bring about a differentiation along class lines. 

Browder is too modest in asking for a joint ticket 
with the Socialists. In all conscience, his name 
should be presented to the Democratic Convention as 
the logical and fit running mate for Roosevelt, 

The international betrayal of Stalinism manifests 
itself in every country In the' betrayal of the revo- 
lutionary struggle within that country. The fight 
for socialism is the fight, not against this or that 
individual capitalist or group of capitalists, but 
against capitalism Itself. And this fight ie no longer 
conceivable apart from the fight egalnst Stalinism, 
whose historical function is now only the search for 
new forms in the betrayal of tbe struggle for social- 
ism. 



stagnant for some time, or actually 
lost ground. 
No Serious Labor Party Swing 
These facts only lend so much 
more emphasis to what has been 
stated In these columns more than 
once: There is not t seious move- 
ment on foot, nor are there any 
serious forces available for a na- 
tional labor party, or farmer-labor 
party or third party in 1936. Those 
who still attempt to create the im- 
pression that there are, like the 
Stalinists do, are simply up to their 
old pernicious game of deception. 
An editorial in the May 7 Dally 
Worker finally acknowledges that, 
"A Farmer-Labor Presidential tick- 
et in 1936 is now out of the ques- 
tion," but it maintains that tbe 
prospects are as good as ever for 
a farmer-labor party this year. 
Tliis is equally pernicious and de- 
ceptive. 

Superficially it may seem as if 
the fervent desires nurtured by the 
Stalinists were to be realized 
through the conference call sent out 
by the Minnesota Farmer- Labor 
Party. However, the appearance in 
this case is also deceptive. The con- 



ference call is issued only to indi- 
viduals, not to organizations. Obvi- 
ously these individuals are expect- 
ed to do nothing more than to ex- 
plore the possibilities for a labor 
party. But what they are to ex- 
plore becomes further clear in the 
announcement that a farmer-labor 
presidential ticket is not to be con- 
sidered at this conference. In other 
words, the sponsors of the confer- 
ence consider the presidential tick- 
et to be a matter settled by the 
Roosevelt reelection Indorsements. 
Nothing further remains to be ex- 
plored but how to swing the labor 
party sentiment successfully Into 
this reelection campaign. 

Local Bodies Powerless 
A Labor party sentiment has been 
recorded in a number of local 
unions. Much of it is motivated on 
progressive grounds. To an extent 
it arises out of disappointment with 
promised New Deal measures which 
were not realized; to an extent also 
out of disappointment with condi- 
tions under the "New Deal bless- 
ings." Above all it arises out of 
fears of reaction and an instinctive 
but unclear fear of Fascism. But, 
in view of the general ack of under- 
standing of what the requirements 
of a party of the workers must be, 
it is particularly these fears that 
help to drive the organized workers 
in marching formation into the 
Roosevelt camp. 



It would be ridiculous to expect 
that local unions should take the 
initiative in organizing a national 
labor party apart from or in oppo- 
sition to their parent bodies. It 
would be worse than ridiculous to 
assume that such a party can be 
brought about without the organi- 
zations of the industrial union bloc 
and Its leaders as well. However 
much the Stalinists may put for- 
ward an appearance and attempt to 
invest it with the qualities of some- 
thing real, however much they may 
try to convene labor party gather- 
ings made up of singing societies 
and hiking clubs, to be addressed by 
liberal celebraties, these efforts will 
not carry any social weight. At 
best they will only furnish new ar- 
guments for the Roosevelt camp fcl- 
owers. 

F.D.'s Eye on 1936 

The stampede for Roosevelt has 
been cleverly manipulated by the 
deliberate and carefully planned 
policies emanating from the White 
House and from the "progressive" 
labor leaders. Roosevelt and his 
brain trusters — whatever Is left of 
them, not to forget the corrupting 
patronage dispenser, Jim Farley — 
have for some time had their eyes 
on the November elections. Special 
emphasis has been laid in all the 
promisary notes upon the labor leg- 
islative program, the alleged social 
security measures, the tax program 



John L. Lewis and Industrialist 
Serve Same Master in 1936 Elections 



The day after May Day two news 
items appeared side by side In the 
press. The first reported a speech 
by A.P. Giaimini, financial titan of 
the Bank of America, and a direc- 
tor of the National City Back. Bub- 
bling with optimism and brimful of 
praise for the President, he declar- 
ed, ''As a result of President Roose- 
velt's fiscal policies, our financial 
structure rests on a soiider founda- 
tion than at any time within our 
memory." 

The second was an announcement 
by John L. Lewis that the State 
Federations of Labor of Kentucky 
and Alabama had followed the pre- 
cedent set by the United Mine 
Workers and recorded themselves 
in favor of Roosevelt's return fo of- 
fice. 

Banker Giannini spoke under the 
auspices of the Good Neighbor, a 
nonpartisan organization of liber- 
als formed to campaign for Roose- 
velt's reelection. Labor leader Lew- 
is spoke for Labor's Non-Partisan 
League, a non-partisan organization 
of union officials also formed to 
campaign for Roosevelt. 

Striking Coincidence 

What a flood of light this little 
coincidence casts upon the political 
lineup behind the Democratic party 
for 1936! On the one hand, Roose- 
velt will secure the support of the 
liberal wing of finance capital, in- 
cluding those captains of industry 
and finance who are bound to tbe 
Democratic party by their special 
interests. While they will contrib- 
ute as usual to the campaign funds 
of both parties, the conservative 
section of the big bourgeoisie, or- 
ganized around the Liberty League 
and the United States Chamber of 
Commerce, will rally behind the Re- 
publican Party, not in the hope of 
defeating Roosevelt but for the pur- 
pose of exerting pressure upon him 
lo keep his liberalism within mod- 
erate limits. 

On the other hand, thanks to the 
activities of John L. Lewis and his 
associates, Roosevelt will be assur- 
ed of the support of the vast ma- 
jority of organized labor. A few 
days ago Lewis and Major George 
L. Berry visited Roosevelt at the 
White House and informed him 
that 30,000 union officials in var- 
ious states had already sponsored 
Labor's Nonpartisan League ; 4,000 
speakers in every state of the union 
were warming up for the campaign; 
and that, in addition to the inter- 
national unions that have declared 
themselves for Roosevelt, six state 
Labor Federations had endorsed 
the President and the League itself. 
An Aet of Betrayal 

What can it mean when one of 
the foremost bankers and the most 
powerful captain of organized labor 
in the country combine to set their 
seal of approval on Roosevelt's pol- 
icies and vie with each other in sol- 
iciting support for his reelection? 
It can mean but one thing. That 
this "labor lieutenant of capital" Is 
delivering the workers into the 
hands of the political servant of 
their masters and is engaged in an 
act of outright betrayal of the in- 
terests of the working cass. 

There is no need to look further 
than one's nose to prove this point. 
For at the very moment when the 
coryphee of capital and the captain 
of labor joined In a chorus of praise 
for Roosevelt, the notorious open- 
shop Industrial Association of San 
Francisco, backed and financed by 
Giannini and his friends, was en. 
gaged In a conspiracy to smash the 
Maritime Federation of the Pacific, 
one of tbe most militant and pro- 
gressive organizations In the Amer- 
ican labor movement And It was 
doing so with the active connivance 
of such administration officials as 
Secretary of Commerce Roper and 



his subordinates and Secretary of 
Labor Perkins! 

This unpremeditated harmony be- 
tween Lewis and Giannini and their 
common allegiance to the Dem- 
ocratic Party not only illuminates 
the political landscape for 1036. It 
also provides us with an insight in- 
to the character of the Democratic 
Party, the sources of its support, 
and in general the political mech- 
anism by which capita] keeps labor 
enchained and maintains its hold 
upon the American masses. 

Could the picture be more per- 
fect or the symmetry more com- 
plete? Roosevelt in the center em- 
braces Giannini with his right band 
and Lewis with his left. The In- 
structions that Gianinni and his col- 
leagues whisper in his ears, Roose- 
velt with his incandescent smile 
passes on to Lewis, while Lewis In 
turn hands them down to his rank 
and file. Eeaeh is a necessary link 
in the cuain whereby organized la- 
bor is kept in subjection to the 
domination of organized capital. 

The orders transmitted from fin- 
ancial headquarters do not, of 
course, always reach their destina- 
tions, nor are they always needed 
when they do. Both Roosevelt and 
Lewis must reckon with the de- 
mands of their supporters as well 
as the wishes of their masters. 
They must mediate between tbe 
two antagonistic forces and find a 
formula for the solution of their 
conflicting interests. This is easier 
said than done. But in general this 
is the way in which the system op- 
crates, this the methods by which 
the working class is lined up on all 
important questions affecting the 
social Interests of their oppressors. 

Certain naive people have been 
surprised and shocked at the spec- 
tacle of Lewis and his associates In 
the O.I.O., whom they have been 
taught to regard as the hope of the 
working class, so ardently embrac- 
ing Roosevelt. But such conduct 
should surprise no one who under- 



and deserve the support of all ad- 
vanced workers. 

High Stakes for Lewis 

More alert and enterprising than 
the moss-backed conservatives of 
the Green -Gompers school, Lewis 
is ready to meet the demands of the 
industrial "workers for industrial 
unions. His own union, the strong- 
est In the A,F. of L. Is organized 
on an Industrial basis and has made 
him a power In the A.F.L. His 
sponsorship of the industrial union 
movement may well make him the 
unchallenged leader of organized 
labor. These are high stakes and 
well worth fighting for. Lewis has 
therefore placed himself at the 
head of that movement to exploit it 
for his own private purposes. 

Not only must the old forms of 
trade-union organization be over- 
hauled but new forms of trade un- 
ion action are necessary to exact 
concessions form the employers to- 
day. The old craft-union bureau- 
crats carried on their class collab- 
oration activities directly with the 
bosses. The National Civic Federa- 
tion was the supreme expression of 
this immediate alliance between la- 
bor and capital. Representing only 
a small section of privileged crafts- 
men, these leaders could make deals 
with the employers at the expense 
of the mass of unorganized un- 
skilled workers. These narrow syn- 
dicalists opposed and resented gov- 
ernmental interference. 

This form of class collaboration 
is exceedingly difficult to carry on 
when the negotiators represent all 
the workers In a plant or industry, 
and particularly difficult in the 
present period of capitaltst*decline. 
Here the whole body of workers 
are opposed to their employers in a 
particular industry and the success 
of a strike and the terms of the 
settlement affects the profits and 
competitive position to a consider- 
able degree. The conflicts tend to 
become sharper and more Irrecon- 
cilable and the social consequences 



stands the real character of these i more serious, and hence it becomes 



leaders and cherishes no illusions 
concerning their progresslveness. 
Differ in Method Not Ideology 

It cannot be too often stressed 
that Lewis. Hillman, and their like 
are no less committed to class col- 
laboration than their craft- unionist 
opponents in the A.F. of L. The 
two factions differ not In their 
fundamental allegiances but only in 
the forms and methods by which 
this policy should be carried out 
under the present conditions. In 
this respect the. two factions serve 
the same purposes within the labor 
movement that the Republican and 
Democratic parties serve within the 
nation as a whole. Resting upon 
different social bases, they carry 
out the same policies by different 
methods. 

Lewis and his associates did not 
become aggressive advocates of in- 
dustrial unionism out of any pro- 
found Inner convictions ofr class 
consciousness but as a result of the 
pressure exerted from below upon 
them by their rank and file and of 
their own thirst for power. They 
realized that in order to maintain 
their position in their unions and 
extend their influence among the 
masses of industrial workers that 
the horse- and-buggy methods of the 
Gompers-Green regime had to be 
modernized. Craft unionism had 
been rendered obsolete and Impo- 
tent by the development of indus- 
try ; the workers In the mass pro- 
duction Industries could only be or- 
ganized along industrial lines. In 
so far as they have struggled for 
Industrial unionism and aided the 
organization of the unorganized in 
these industries, (and so far that 
aid has been more nominal than 
real), they play a progressive role 



increasingly necessary for the gov- 
ernment to step in as a third party 
and try to arbitrate the dispute. 
Rely on Gov't Good Will 

As a result, the industrial union 
leaders tend to rely more and more 
upon the good will of the govern- 
ment and less and less upon the 
militant action of their member- 
ship. They are not averse to threat- 
ening strikes and even to calling 
them if they are forced to It But 
they do not really trust such mili- 
tant methods. They prefer to de- 
pend upon such governmental aids 
and agreements as N.R.A. codes, 
Guffey Bills, and similar agree- 
ments drawn up together with the 
administration To secure these con- 
cessions from the state, it is nec- 
essary to keep In the good graces of 
the party in power, to see that their 
rank and file do not get out of 
control and embarrass the admin- 
istration. 

It cannot be dented that by skill- 
fully combining the strike threat 
with the legal opportunities opened 
out by the N.R.A. that Lewis's 
Mine Workers, Dubinsky and Hill- 
man's garment workers and other 
unions have exacted substantial 
concessions and made considerable 
gains under the Roosevelt regime. 
But again. like the old craft-union- 
ists, they have done so at the ex- 
pense of the great mass of workers 
in the auto, rubber, and steel In- 
dustries, who have been thrown to 
the wolves. This is part of the 
price they have had to pay for their 
gains. Another Installment on their 
debts to the administration for fa- 
vors received is being made by their 
support of Roosevelt Tbe others 
will come due — and will be made — 
in good time. 



to soak the rich, the need of curb- 
ing .Wall Street and the need of 
preventing the invasion of the peo- 
ple's rights by the courts. Roose- 
velt declares himself to be against 
war and Fascist tyrannies and for 
a "people's government." By these 
ingenious campaign devices, the 
Rooseveltlans aimed, and rather 
successfully to forestall the emerg- 
ence of a labor party, or a third 
party, In 1936. 

The adept pupils of these dema- 
gogic cunning devices, who are hold- 
ing high posts in the progressive 
union bloc, follow up the campaign 
in the same high key. They are for 
aggressive unionization, for indus- 
trial unionism and against reaction. 
John L. Lewis started the ball rol- 
ling at tbe U.M.W. convention with 
a mighty attack on the Liberty 
League. An easy target. These lead- 
ers are now all against war and 
Fascist tyrannies and they also 
have broad views on the people's 
front. It is therefore not at all un- 
natural they they should direct the 
genuine fears of reaction and the 
fears of war and Fascism into the 
safe channels in support of Roose- 
velt's reelection. With a little man- 
ipulation that can easily be inter- 
preted, and even in the prevailing 
labor party and people's front jar- 
gon if necessary, as symbolizing the 
flight against reaction. 

No Labor Party Wanted Now 

Of course, the truth is that these 
"progressive" leaders, in harmony 
with Roosevelt, do not want a la- 
bor party, or a third party and cer- 
tainly not before their own prepara- 
tions are well done; not until they 
are sure that they can keep it with- 
in the proper reformist bounds. 
Even then they can be expected to 
yield only to pressure. Their aim 
can then be expected to be to util- 
ize such a development to counter- 
pose the growth of a revolutionary 
movement. As solid converts to the 
New Deal, they aim to lay out the 
line of march with Roosevelt today 
and perpetuate his program tomor- 
row — If need by, by means of a 
third party. 

Today they attempt to make a 
distinction between Roosevelt and 
the Democratic Party. How can any 
real distinction be- possible? Roose- 
velt is the standard bearer of his 
party — one of the two capitalist 
parties. From this party he re- 
ceives his mandate and this carries 
■with it the duty to serve finance 
capital. Need there be any doubt 
that this is the responsibility to 
which he will remain loyal even 
more decisively and unequivocally 
after his reelection. 

The trade union support of 
Roosevelt could not be unexpecfed. 
It is destined to go down In history 
as one of the great illusions of 
1836. It has become possible pri- 
marily due to the lack of revolu- 
tionary education of the working 
class. After 1938 new dlsillusion- 
ments are sure to begin. Will a 
third party carrying on the New 
Deal tradition and program then 
prove a solution? Most decisively 
not! And It Is well to remember 
that this Is the only kind of a la- 
bor party that can reasonably be 
expected. Hence there remains one 
main conclusion to draw. Today 
and tomorrow the struggle for So- 
cialism must go on. 
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Protect Yourselves Against the 
Hazards of Life. Join the 

WORKMEN'S SICK AND 
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OF THE U. S. 

1884-1935 

Organized, managed by and 
for workers with only one 
purpose : to render protection 
to members and their families. 
and to support all endeavors 
and struggles for the improve- 
ment of toilers. 

About 50,000 members or- 
ganized tn 350 branches. Re- 
serves $3,400,000. 

Death benefit graded accord- 
ing to age at entry. - Sick bene- 
fit payments from $226 to $900 
—to men and women, accord- 
ing to classes. 

Monthly assessments from 
45c to |2.10. 
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WORLD OF LABOR 



Trie Liquidation of the Russian Komsomls 
(Y.C.L.) as a Political Organiztion 



After a lapse of almost six years, 
the Tenth Congress of tie All-Unlon 
Leninist (read: Stalinist) Komso- 
mol, originally scheduled to open 
on March 20, waB finally convened 
on April 11. The Tenth Congress 
met for 10 days in the Great Hall 
of tie Kremlin to take up the fol- 
lowing agenda : 

1) Report of the C.E.C. (re- 
porter, Kossarev). Co-report of 
the C.C.C. {co-reporter, Koilov). 

2) Report of the Delegation of 
the Komsomol and the S'.C.I. (re- 
porter, Chemodanov). 

3) Adoption of the Program 
and Statutes of the Y.C.L. 

4) On the Work of the Kom- 
somol in the Schools. 

5) Elections, 

At its last session the Congress 
unanimously adopted a new pro- 
gram and a new constitution which 
set the seal of approval upon the 
already achieved transformation of 
the Y.C.L. into a non-party, non- 
class, non -political organization for 
the propagation of culture. 

The draft program of the newly 
constituted Young Culture league 
is rather brief, occupying about 5 
■columns of l'ravda's six column 
page (March 27). 

Three-fifths of this new program 
is devoted to a preamble which sets 
forth five theses. 

The New Catechism 

Thesis 1 : The October Revolution 
took place in 1917. overthrew the 
Tule of the bourgeoisie and estab- 
lished the dictatorship of the prole- 
tariat. (Two quotations from Stal- 
in). 



. Thesis 2: A description of capi- 
talism with particular stress on 
the plight of the youth, in capital- 
ist countries. 

Thesis 3: A lyrical description fit 
Socialism in the U.S.S.R., and the 
fortunate position of the youth 
there. 

This is the longest "thesis" of 
;all, and it begins with the affirma- 
tion that the proletariat In alliance 
•with the peasantry not only over- 
threw the bourgeoisie in Russia but 
■also "transformed the formerly 
backward, poverty-ridden, bankrupt 
■country into an advanced, powerful 
Socialist power." It concludes by 
declaring that : "Socialism has be- 
come a reality for the many mil- 
lioned peoples of the Great U.S.S. 
R. . . . The conditions are being 
prepared for the transition from 
socialism— the first stage of commu- 
nist society — to complete commun- 
ism." In short, a socialism is in 
full bloom; communism is ; ust 
around the corner. 

Thesis 4; This thesis is very 
brief and to the point. It informs 
us that in addition to overth rowing 
the bourgeoisie and building social- 
ism, the working class has estab- 
lished a -workers' and state which 
<ioes not give the slightest signs of 
withering away although ''all the 
classes have been completely de- 
stroyed," and although "socialism 
has irrevocably triumphed." Among 
other things, Soviet power is nec- 
essary as a great cultural and 
moral institution which "plants dis- 
cipline and respect for socialist 
laws and the rules of communal 
living, and imbues all the toilers 
with an honest attitude toward la- 
bor and social duty without which 
the complete victory of socialism 
■cannot be* realized." 



Thesis 5 : Sums up the situation. 
The C.P.S.U. and the Soviet Gov- 
ernment are busy ''organizing the 
communist system." while the role 
of the Y.C.L. must be that of a 
""mass, non-party organization . . . 
embracing in its ranks . . . wide 
strata of the advanced and polit- 
ically educated toiling youth of the 
city and country." Its task is to 
aid the Bolshevik Party "in the 
cause of educating the youth and 
children in the spirit of Commun- 
ism." 

The preamble ends with a quota- 
tion from Stalin to the effect that 
»I1 this is according to Mars and 
Lenin. 

The remaining two- fifths of the 
program is devoted to the enumera- 
tion of the "tasks" of the Stalinist 
Y.C.L., which fall under six general 
headings. 

Six "Heroic" Tasks 

I. In the Sphere of the Political 
Education of the Yonth. The Y.C.L. 
organizes the study of the "basic 
ideas of M a rx-Engels- Lenin -Stalin,"' 
publishes its own papers, magazines 
etc., both political and literary, or- 
ganizes clubs, libraries, and reading 
rooms, and carries on a "patient" 
campaign against . . . "supersti- 
tion" and "religious prejudices" as 
well as against the "remnants of 
chauvinism." 

With socialism blooming, the 
youth must be agitated against su- 
perstitions and religion! 

We append the verbatim transla- 
tion of the "a nti- religious propagan- 
da" clause: 

"The Y.C.L. patiently explains to 
the youth the harm of superstition 
and religious prejudices, organizing 
with this aim in view special clr 
■cles and lectures on anti-religious 
propaganda." 

IT. In the Sphere of the Eduea- 
«ioti of the Youth. Amplifies the 



immortal statement of Stalin that 
the youth "must study, study, study 
in the most stubborn way." Pledges 
the youth to liquidate illiteracy and 
to organize clubs, etc. to raise the 
cultural level of the socialist 
masses, and so on. 

III. In the Sphere of Work in 
the School and among Children. 
Particular stress laid on the Y.C.L. 
taking the lead in supplying chil- 
dren with good toys. 

IV. In the Sphere of the Phys- 
ical Development of the Youth. 

V. In the Sphere of Participat- 
ing in the Socialist Construction. 
The youth is instructed to take the 
lead in Stakhanovism (although 
the name Stakhanovism is not men- 
tioned in the draft), and is asked 
to assist the Soviet State in 
"strengthening the family." 

VI. In the Sphere of the Defense 
of the Socialist Father! and. The 
Y.C.L. is turned into a reserve 
force of the Red Army. The new 
constitution provides that: "Every 
member of the Komsomol shall 
study military technique, be su- 
premely devoted to the great So- 
cialist fatherland and be ready to 
give all his strength and If neces- 
sary his life Itself." 

From a political organization of 
the youth, the Y.C.L. has been 
transformed into a "non-party 
mass organization" for "political 
and cultural education," with a par- 
ticular stress upon the mobilization 
of the youth for the "patriotic de- 
fense of the U.S.S.R." 

The age limit has been changed 
■'rein 14-23 years to 15-29, and the 
Komsomol will admit into its ranks 
every hoy and girl, who is "polit- 
ically lit" wit ho at any regard to 
his or her social origin. 

Stalin Contradicts Scriptures 
To put the full weight of autho- 
rity behind this decision the follow- 
ing little scene was staged at one 
of the meetings of the Stakhano- 
vists in the Kremlin: young Tilba, 
a combine operator rose to his feet 
and said : "Although I am the son 
of a kulak I will go on struggling 
to improve the life of the workers 
and peasants. 1 will go on building 
Socialism." Thereupon, Stalin arose 
and declared to a wildly cheering 
gathering, "A son is not responsible 
for the sins of his fattier." Young 
Tilba 's photograph was reprinted in 
every paper in the country. 

The Commissariat of Education 
issued a decree admitting the sons 
and daughters of declassed people 
to Soviet universities and colleges. 
And the Komsomol now incorpor- 
ates Stalin's pronounciamento into 
''- natutes. 

-_!_-;.,. ~iT'v:!t we shall make 

about the changes Reeled in the 
constitution and statutes of the 
Y.C.L. wi:' be to quote from the 
Program oi ;. ng Communist 

International, ado. Fifth 

World Congress of the Y.c... 
confirmed by ;!•.-• I'-csidium of the 
E.C.C.I. on March „., In 

other words, we shall quom 
ii gainst Stalin. 

Before the New Dispensation 
"There are fundamental differ- 
ences in the conceptions of the 
Communists on the one hand, 
and the social democrats on the 
other as to the role of the yonth 
and the youth organization in 
general. There are some unessen- 
tial shadings between the bour- 
geoisie and the social democracy, 
but the fundamental conception 
of both is the same. Social de- 
mocracy for the most part de- 
clares the role of the youth or- 
ganizations to be 'purely* educa- 
tional or cultural. . . . The Y.C.L. 
is a political organization. . . . 
It must strive to gain the majori- 
ty of the working yonth, and the 
other decisive sections of the toil- 
ing youth. . . . The Y.C.L. repu- 
diates the theory of Y.C.L. 'neu- 
trality' * in political struggles 
witliin the party. . . . Political ac- 
tivity must not be confined to the 
higher bodies of the Y.C.L., but 
must permeate the entire organ- 
ization. ... In accordance with 
its political role and social char- 
acter as an organization of the 
working youth, the Y.C.L. en- 
sures that the working class mem- 
bership plays the leading role. 
. . ." (Program of the Y.C.L., pp. 
33-34-40.) 
To repeat these words today in 
the U.S.S.R. (approved by Stalin 
himself in 1920) is to lay oneself 
open to indictment as a counter- 
revolutionary "Trotskyist" and to 
run the danger of imprisonment 
and exile. 

Not All Is Roses 
While the leadership of the Kom- 
somol has accepted the changes 
without so much as a stutter, there 
has been considerable opposition 
from the rank and file. Thus, P. 
Vershkov, secretary of the C.E.C. 
of the Komsomol, expresses his as- 
tonishment over the fact that 
"among the Komsomol membership 
there are people who consider such 
a definition of the Komsomol (Le., 
as a non-party, etc. organization) 
to be incorrect in principle." 

Speaking at the session of the 
Ukrainian Komsomol P. Posty- 
sher satd, "Individual activists 
here and there are not pleased 
with the draft of the new eonstl- 



Daily Worker Performs Sleight- 
of-Hand on Elections in France 



The Stalinists are mobilizing 
their "specialists" to interpret the 
facts relating to the French gener- 
al elections. In other words facts 
and figures must be twisted and 
falsified to suit their boasts and 
claims. 

The results of the French elec- 
tion indicate first of all the process 
of differentiation of France into 
two camps. This fact is so obvious 
that even Harry Cannes was able 
dimly to take note of it. Comment- 
ing in his column upon the results 
of the election, Gannes says: "Not 
only was there a smashing People's 
Front victory, but side by side with 
that there was a polarization of 
forces: on the one hand, a massing 
of the forces of democracy and so- 
cialism ; on the other of reaction 
and Fascism." 

"Democratic" Regime Falls 

At whose expense is this "polari- 
zation" taking place? A clear an- 
swer to this question cuts the 
ground from under the policy and 
practice of the People's Front This 
differentiation is proceeding at tne 
expense of the parties of the so- 
called "democracy," that is to say, 
those parties of the Center that 
have served as the balance wheels 
of the parliamentarian regime in 
France. 

Their disintegration is only sym- 
tomatic of the disintegration of the 
"democratic regime'' as a whole. 
This fact above all must be denied 
and "disproved" by the Stalinists. 
And so, the statistical "expert'', 
Theodore Repard has been assigned 
to prove by "facts and figures" that 
the gains of the People's Front in 
general and of the Communist 
Party in particular were made at 
the expense of the Right wing, of 
the reactionary parties supported 
in the election by the French Fas- 
cists, who did not run their own 
candidates. 

And so Repard "proves" (D.W., 
May 14) that if is not the Center 
with its traditional leading party 
of the Radicals that is disintegrat- 
ing in France, but the parties of 
reaction. His proofs? 

He first performs a delicate poli- 
tical operation and causes all the 
parties of the so-cailed Center to 
disappear entirely. This accomplish- 
ed, Repard is ahle to operate only 
with two wings. The left wing is 
composed of those parties that ad- 
here to the People's Front, while 
all others are assigned by him to 



the Right wing. Says Repard, 
"party names are not at all descrip- 
tive in France." From a general 
pile of such Hight wing parties Re- 
pard Is able to produce a combina- 
tion showing a staggering loss of 
almost 500,000 for the right wing. 
But the newspapers reported a con- 
siderable gain for the Right wing 
which was recognized even by Can- 
nes. How then was Repard able to 
establish a loss? Very simply. He 
included among the Rights, such 
parties for example, as the Popular 
Democrats, a Catholic Gentrist 
party, and the party of the Inde- 
pendent. Radicals. The only differ- 
ence between them and the Radical 
Socialists is that the latter are 
members of the People's Front, 
while the former refused to join it, 
although Invited. 

In the 1932 elections these two 
parties received: 

Popular Democrats (Catholic) 

309,338 

Independent Radicals 955,990 



1,265,336 

In 1936 they obtained: 

Popular Democrats 346,139 

Independent Radicals 600,557 



936,686 
Making Gains from Losses 

The loss that these two Center 
parties alone suffered amounts to 
over 325,000; the rest of the "loss- 
es", Repard supplied by means of 
his "Democratic Alliance and Left 
Republicans.' Thus, he was able 
not only to mask a gain of more 
than one-third of a million votes 
scored by such a truly reactionary 
party as the Republican Union but 
to emerge with a "loss" of 455.699 
votes. Similarly, he was able to 
screen the loss of more than one 
third of<a million votes suffered by 
the party of Radicals by "totalling" 
it in with the gains scored by the 
parties that lemi upon the working 
class for support, in particular by 
the Stalinists. 

After this juggling with gains 
and losses, Repard add* what the 
"Rights" lost what the "Left' gain- 
ed and draws the following con- 
clusions : ( 1 ) "The left parties 
sained 168.370 votes"; (2) "The 
total number of votes which were 
transferred iron: right to left 
amounted to G24,(Kii): (3) "The 



French Communists gained a total 
of 657,293 votes on this first ballot." 

And to clinch his brilliant statis- 
tical demonstration he then pro- 
ceeds to quote from the Socialist 
party organ, Populaire to the effect 
that the Communists made their 
gains "mostly from the right." 

Thus, the Stalinists are growing 
at the expense of the rights or the 
Fascists, the Socialists are main- 
taining their own .... to whom 
did the Radical Socialists lose their 
one third of a million votes? Sta- 
tistics may be made to lie, but in 
this case his own statistics give the 
lie to Repard. 

Blum Follows Bruening 

If any proof were needed that 
Fascism is not disintegrating in 
France and that the parliamentary 
regime cannot be restored to its 
former equilibrium by any sort of 
juggling on the parliamentary are- 
na, wet need only turn to the latest 
reports from France relating to the 
position advanced by Blum, the 
"next French Premier" As P. J. 
Philip remarks, in his May 10 dis- 
patch (N. Y. Times) from Paris, 
■"Leon Blum today assumed lead- 
ership of the democratic majority 
in France in terms that implied 
that leadership would be not far 
removed from the dictatorial." In 
other words, Blum is preparing to 
follow in the footsteps of Dou- 
mergue, Laval, Flandin, Sarraut. 
We are to have a semi-Bonaptrtlst, 
semi-parliamentarian regime i n 
France, headed by Leon ISlum, who 
will attempt to introduce a solu- 
tion by a way of a mild Roosevolt- 
ian public works program. Could 
any clearer proof be adduced of the 
utter bankruptcy of parliamentar- 
ianism In France, than the fact 
timt the "victors", instead of re- 
storing the "democratic" rule are 
obliged to follow in the footsteps 
o,' those who had acted in accord- 
ance with the demands of the Fas- 
cists, like Doumergue, Laval and 
Co. 

lilum as dictator will reveal the 
very same inability to solve any of 
the pressing and fundamental prob- 
lems in France as did all of his 
dictatorial predecessors. The Peo- 
ple's Front will In the end only re- 
veal most sharply the utter collapse 
of "democracy'' in France. i 



tut km ... is is precisely the posi- 
tion of Trotsky ists and other 
"Leftists." 

The young bureaucrats, who are 
obediently executing the orders of 
Stalin, declare that all the criticisms 
levelled at the new program and 
new constitution are manifestations 
of nothing ese than "vanguardism,'' 
the viewing of the Y.C.L. as a 
"youth party." 

"What was the purpose of all 
these appeals (i.e., objections to 
..■ - ;-'ia;iges introduced) to the Y.C. 
L.ers? To make them doubt, to im- 
pel them to take a critical attitude 
■ the decisions of our party, not 
io .. . ' into consideration the party 
authorii :'.■-. 'o ignore the revolu- 
tionary traditions of the older gen- 
erations, etc. Translated into the 
language of organizational princi- 
ples all this would signify the crys- 
tallization of the Komsomol as a 
party independent of our party, a 
separate party organization." (Pos- 
tyshev's Speech, Pravda, April 11, 
1936.) 

Cautious About Opposition 
Influence 
The bureaucracy as a whole has 
been extremely cautious in its 
references on the extent of the 
"counter-revolutionary influences" 
upon the youth. But we can 
gather a pretty clear picture from 
the veiled remarks. Kossarev in 
his report complained that "among 
the propagandists there are many 
comrades who are obviously un- 
trained, while here and there, for 
example, in the Leningrad organ- 
ization we have had revelations 
not only of untrained people but 
also of enemies — Trotskyists, Zin- 
ovievists and so on." (Pravda, 
April 13.) 
Looking for an example of an - 
instance "here and there" Kossarev 
points to nothing other than the 
leading Leningrad organization ! 
And, moreover, he assigns the first 
place in Leningrad, the traditional 
stronghold of the Zlnovievists, not 
to the latter but to the "Trotsky- 
ists." This fact alone speaks vol- 
umes. 

The depraved bureaucracy which 
found it relatively simple to crush 
the older revolutionary generations 
of the Russian working class, is in 
mortal terror of the youth. This 
is what underlies the political and 
organizational liquidation of the 
Komsomol. The youth must be re- 
moved completely from political 
life ; its thoughts and energies must 
be channelized Into the fields of 
culture and sports. They must 
"study, study, study," preferably 
not the classics of Marxism, but 
"belles lettres." The working class 
youth must be dissolved in the mll- 
llpns of peasant youth, and thus 
fettered. . . . 

Stalin has decreed It a crime for 
any youth between "the ages of 15 
and 26" to occupy himself with pol- 
itics. 



People's Front Boosts 
Azana into Presidency 



By ALFREDO RO-JAS 

Azana has been inducted as the 
new president of Spain, to the tune 
of the ''International" sung with 
clenched fists by the Stalinist depu- 
ties. Stalinists and Socialists joined 
with conservatives and Catalan 
rightists in the vote for Azana 1c 
the electoral college; there was no 
opposing candidate and only a 
group of die-hard monarchists and 
Catholics did not vote for Azana 
hut Instead cast blank ballots. 

Azana's first act us president was 
to call in for consultation about the 
new cabinet, representatives of all 
the leading parties, including the 
Stalinists. This was followed by 
his invitation to Indalecio Prieto, 
Right Wing Socialist leader, to be- 
come premier and form a cabinet. 
Unexpectedly, Prieto declined; so 
certain were the press services that 
be would accept that advance stor- 
ies predicted It One can only con- 
clude that the Right Wing Social- 
ists did not dare enter the govern- 
ment on the eve of the June con- 
gress of the Socialist Party. 

The new cabinet formed by Cas- 
n res Quiroga, a member of Azana's 
party, is an undistinguished one, 
and undoubtedly represents a stop- 
gap until after the Socialist con- 
vention when the Right .Wing So- 
cialists will enter it. There have 
been several recent reports of 
threats by Prieto to split the party 
and make a fusion with Azana if 
the Right Wing perspectives are 
not accepted. 

Indalecio Prieto, Besteiros and 
Fernando de los Rios, Right Wing 
Socialist leaders, have wished to 
enter the cabinet since the Febru- 
ary elections. The opposition of 
Left Socialists has so far prevented 
them from doing so, although the 
Rights, who control the Socialist 
daily and the party executive, have 
been warm supporters of Azana. 

Caballero. who was Minister of 
Labor in the coalition cabinet of 
1961, has been opposed to coalition 
cabinets since the October 1984 re. 
rolt. But hla recent conduct in the 
events connected with the presiden- 
tial election provide little hope 
that he -will lead a firm struggle 
against the coalition proposals. 
A Significant Index 

The election of presidential elec- 
tors, equal in number to Cortes 
deputies, the two groups constitut- 
ing an electoral college to name 
the new Spanish president, provid- 
ed a significant index to the lack 
of an independent proletarian pol. 
icy. 

Equivalent in form to an election 
of deputies, the election provided a 
magnificent opportunity for the 
Socialist Party to gauge its strength 
among the masses. There was not 
even present the problem of com- 



In the Columns of 
Pravda... by Alpha 



peting with the reactionaries, for 
except in a few places, the reac- 
tionaries were boycotting the elec- 
tions. The Socialists eould have 
run their independent slate, polled 
a vote for Socialism, and then made 
whatever bloc may have been 
deemed necessary in the electoral 
college. 

Caballero's Cogitations 
Naturally, the Azana government 
did not want auch an election, for 
it would have exposed their lack 
of support among- the people. And 
the Right Wing Socialists were 
more than willing to cover the 
nakedness of the republican bour- 
geoisie. These two groups, there- 
fore, agreed to run a Popular Front 
slate, with the understanding that 
Azana would be elected president. 
And Caballero? He Immediately 
gave way on the fundamental issue 
— the independent slate — but exhib- 
ited "stubbornness" on the candi- 
date. Not that he proposed a 
Socialist candidate ! He merely 
wanted Albornoz, another bour- 
geois republican, instead of Azana. 
When the executive committee of 
the S.P. announced its support of 
Azana, a spokesman for Caballero 
complained to the press that he had 
not been consulted but in the same 
breath declared he would not op- 
(>ose Azana. The real issue — that 
the election should be a tabulation 
of Socialist strength— was thus 
completely obscured. 

The Stalinists were as eager as 
Azana for tiie joint slate. Here is 
the Daily Worker's description of 
the problem (May 3) : 

"The Fascists and foreign reac- 
tion had hoped that the Socialist 
Party would insist on their own 
candidate and thus split the Peo- 
ple's Front, and the A.P. had glee- 
fully sent out that prophecy. But 
the Important Madrid section of 
the Socialist Party firmly refused 
to carry water for Fascism by such 
a split." 

Refuse to Join Capltnlator 
Madrid Is Caballero's stronghold 
and still considered the center of 
the Left Socialists, so that when 
Caballero capitulated on this ques- 
tion, there was no concerted action 
by the Left "Wing. 

But it is enormously sign! Bean t 
that in spite of Caballero, a num- 
ber of Socialist sections — Ahner- 
ia, scene of many recent strikes 
and street fights with the Fas- 
cists, Ciudad Real and Albaeete, 
and other provinces— refused to 
join the government parties In a 
joint slate and instead dected k 
straight Socialist slate. This is 
the first definite breakaway from 
Caballero's temporising tactics of 
talking left and acting right 
Only thirty percent of the twelve 
■ million Qualified voters 



Ever drawing newer and newer 
balances of the so-called "check-up 
of party documents", Pravda is con- 
vinced that the behlud-the-ecenes 
purge takeB the palm over the open 
purge. It turns out that "many of 
the disguised enemies were aple to 
fool the purging Committee, and in 
some places they even passed 
through the purge with applause," 
In other words, this to say that 
many of those suspect of being op- 
positionists had the sympathies of 
their organizations with them and 
the Committees, appointed from a- 
bove, had no pretext for expulsion. 
But, in the behind-the-scenes check- 
up "the study of the party person- 
nel was much deeper and many- 
sided than during the purges" 
(Pravda, March 22). This is hardly 
to be wondered at, the searchlight 
here was the apparatus of the 
G.P.U. 

• ■ « • 

We learn from Pravda, in pass- 
ing, that in one of the Chelyabinsk 
factories "to 103 communists there 
are 318 of those who were expelled 
irom the party at one time or an- 
other." In other words three times 
as many have been expelled as have 
remained. The Chelyabinsk factory 
is hardly a rare exception. At all 
events, it illustrated the manner in 
which this sorry ruling "party" is 
living ! 

* • • 

Pravda carries an exposure of the 
secretary of the Uspensk District 
Committee of the Azov-Black sea 
region. "His motions during the 
session of the District Committee — 
and he introduces them on every 
.q'uestion — do not meet with any ob- 
ject ions, because he does not to- 
lerate any objections." How awful ! 
What a shocking breach of democ- 
racy ! Saltykov once wrote a his- 
tory of the city of Cloupov (Dunce- 
vile) in which he portrayed the cus- 
toms of the entire Czarlst autoc- 
racy. The piece about the Uspensk 
District Committee rings like an in- 
voluntary satire on the regime. The 
name of the Uspensk secretary is 
Saut. But if one were to put down 
the l.'.S.S.R. in place of the district 
and replace Saut with Stalin, one 
could leave unaltered everything 
else remaining in the text. 
• • • 

Molotov has succeeded in com 
pietely straightening out the front. 
Since the liquidation of the "Third 
Period" Molotov, as is well known, 
has been in semi -disgrace. His 
name, it is true, was to be found 
among the inborn leaders but not 
on every occasion. His name was 
comonly put after Kaganovleh and 
Voroshilov, and he was often de- 
prived of his initials. In Soviet rit- 
ual all these are signs of paramount 
importance. Whenever a delegation 
arrived to see Molotov he was al- 
lowed to receive them only by having 
Rudzutak as his left wheel horse, 
and Chubar as his right wheel 
horse. On his part, Molotov, though 
he did give necessary praise to th* 
leader, would do so only two or 
three times throughout an entire 
speech, which in the atmosphere of 
the Kremlin sounded almost like a 
call for the overthrow of Stalin. 
But, with God's help, since the end 
of last year, a turn for the better 
has been noticed. Molotov was 
straightening out the front. In re- 



cent weeks he has delivered sever- 
al panegyrics to Stalin which made 
Mikoyan himself turn green with 
envy. In reward Molotov has re- 
ceived his initials. His name fig- 
ures In the second places and he 
bears the title of the "closest com- 
panion-in-arms". 

All's well that ends well. But in 
all decency it must he admitted 
that Molotov didn't find it easy. 
After ail he knows Stalin for too 
many years to place him on the 
same plane with Lenin, as he did 
in his debased speech to the dele- 
gates from Soviet Georgia. But, 
after all, it is not for us to be con- 
cerned about Molotov's dignity as a 
man. We have other concerns. 

• • • 

During the sehool term in Krem- 
choug, on the initiative of a prop- 
agandist named Poteliako, a discus- 
sion was instituted on the "possi- 
bility Of hullding Communism in 
one country", during which Potel- 
iako "advanced Trotskyist formu- 
lations". Despite the protests of 
several communists, (obviously, the 
Pravda correspondent himself) 
"Poteliako was left on his post and 
continues to give his lectures." 

But, after the correspondent's no- 
tice in Pravda, we have reason to 
believe, Poteliako was not only re- 
moved as lecturer but also given all 
the necessary inspiration by the 
well known theorist Yagoda. 

• • • 

Novoseletski, who received the 
"degree of the best newspaperman" 
at the Ukrainian Communist Insti- 
tute of Journalism, on arriving at 
his new post printed in the news- 
paper edited by him & "Trotskyist 
counter-revolutionary article", for 
which he was expelled from the 
party (and, of course, arrested). 
This episode is a clear testimony to 
the influx of Oppositionist audaci- 
ty. We note it with satisfaction. 

• * • 

In explaining the need for vigil- 
ance with respect to "Trotskyists", 
Pravda unburdens itself of a bril- 
liant image which Is worthy of re- 
printing : "the class enemy in his 
deathbed deathroes (evidently there 
are death-throes which are not 
death-bed) refuses to surrender. He 
resorts to all sorts of snares and 
dirty devices, especially when there 
is a lull in vigilance." Thus the 
class enemy Is terrible not when he 
defended his privileged positions 
with arms in hand at the height of 
his strength — no! He is particular- 
ly now "in his death-bed death- 
throes" His most Serene Excellen- 
cy Prince Potemkin once remarked 
on a similar occasion to the lltera- 
teur Fonvizln: "You might as well 
die. Denis, you will never write 
anything better." 

• • • 
On December 30, 1935, Pravda in- 
dignantly reported that revolution- 
ists were being subjected to tor- 
tures in Jugoslav jails. Pravda for- 
gets to mention that Jugoslav rev- 
olutionists are subjected to tortures 
also In the jails of Stalin. 
» * * 

From a Conversation with a Sov- 
iet Dignitary. 

(Not from Pravda (Truth), but 
forsooth the truth). 

"Why do you flatter him so 
shamelessly?" 

"-What can one do? He loves it 
so." 



in the election, demonstrating the vinces. In Cas'tor and Algar, the 



lack of interest of the masses In a 
show of strength for the Popular 
Front. Such a proletarian-peasant 
stronghold as Seville registered 
only a fifteen percent vote. 

While the Socialists and Commu- 
nists repeat the Menshevik course 
of 1017 in Russia, the anarcho-syn- 
dicalists play a completely reac- 
tionary role in "left" phrases. The 
national convention of the syndi- 
calist unions, now In progress, 
claiming to include 700,000 city and 
laud workers, finds every anarchisl 
leader declaring against trade 
union unity with the Social 1st- con- 
trolled U.G.T. 

Mass Action Broadens 

While the proletarian parties 
continue to support the bourgeois 
government, the mass action in the 
factories and streets offers a stir- 
ring contrast. We list only a few 
of the events of the last few days. 
On April 28, "EI Agnila," biggest 
Brewery in Spain, was seized by its 
employees and held for days until 
the bosses granted all the demands. 
The same day the venders of vege- 
tables and fish In Madrid declared 
n protest strike because police had 
injured seven of their members In 
an encounter — how deep the fer- 
ment when these lower petty-bour- 
geois elements are drawn into, po- 
litical life! 

Since April 30 a general strike 
of all maritime workers has 
stopped all ships and closed all 
ports. 
The Iron mines of Penarroya 
have been occupied by the miners, 
declaring they will operate them on 
a "communist basis," because the 
employers have refused to re-employ 
the workers dismissed after the 
October. 1034 revolt 

Twelve church buildings were 
destroyed by Madrid masses when 
a rumor spread through the city 
that the monks and nuns had poi- 
soned some children. The same 
day (May 4) three churches and 
two convents were burned In Cadiz, 
took parts nd several churches in other pro- 



priests were expelled and sentenced 
to death if they returned. General 
strike declared in Malaga, with 
shooting encounters between strik- 
ers and police. 

On May 6 a general strike In 
Cadiz, to support the demands of 
striking arsenal workers, closed 
city and port ; not a single store 
was permitted to open. 

The same day general strikes be- 
gan in Santa nder and Huelva, 
miners and dock workers paralyz- 
ing the city in sympathy strikes 
supporting railroad workers' de- 
mands. 

Madrid cafe workers have closed 
their places of work, with the de- 
mand that all Fascist sympathizers 
among the employees be discharged. 

Significant agrarian strikes are 
now in progress. In the province 
of Teruel ail land workers are out 
demanding higher wages. In Bag- 
uena striking agrarians forced the 
rightist secretary of the municipal- 
ity to resign and escorted the par- 
ish priest out of the municipal lim- 
its,, notifying him he would be shot 
if he returned. An agrarian strike 
in Valencia developed a series of 
a nti- religious demonstrations, re- 
sulting; in the destruction of twelve 
church buildings. 

Rigorous Censorship in Spain 

Suspiciously little news is printed 
In the Spanish press — which is un- 
der rigorous censorship — about 
events on the land. One must not 
forget that of the twenty-four mil- 
lions of Spain, nearly twenty live 
on the land. Six weeks ago reports 
indicated widespread seizures of 
estates by the landworkers, Un- 
doubtedly they remain in possession 
of the land, and are seizing more 
estates. 

At least one armed encounter 
between workers and rightists or 
fascists Is reported every day, al- 
most invariably involving some 
deaths. Many municipalities in 
control of workers report mass ar- 
rests of monarchists and fascists. 
(Conttuwd on F*ce 4) 
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BROWDER: THE MAN AND HIS BOOK 

2. THE WOOIISG OF THE SOCIALIST PARTY 



By MAX -SHACaiMAN 

Whatever else a critic may say 
about Mr. Browder, he cannot just- 
ly accuse him of the vice popularly 
known as "author's pride." Quite 
the contrary. If Browder errs to 
any side in the evaluation of his 
past writings, it is to the side of 
humility. What are we saying — 
humility? No, downright self-ef- 
facement. In any case, so it ap- 
pears. 

Three of his works are before us. 
The earliest one, "The Meaning of 
Social Fascism," we will call No. 
1, to simplify all references to it. 
His book late last year, "Commun- 
ism in the United States," we will 
call No. II and his latest volume, 
"iWhat Is Communism?'' — No. III. 

If you look through No. Ill you 
will find no gratified reference to 
the ideas so recently developed in 
No. II, both of which simply faif 
even to mention No. I. The latest 
volume shyly notes the fact that 
"his previous hook, 'Communism in 
the United States,* was a collection 
of official reports, articles, speeches 
and pamphlets, brought together 
over a period of three years. It 
had all the shortcomings inevitable 
with such a form. The present 
book is, in contrast, a single work" 
(p. vii). Not another word: what 
was defective in No. II was merely 
its form — a candid confession which 
meets the strictest requirements of 
that "Bolshevik self-criticism" so 
vehemently insisted on in Browder 's 
encyclicals to the flock. 

Abandoning the Old Mistress 

A closer comparison of the two, 
however, reveals that Browder has 
done more than simply abandoned 
an old form. Indeed, it requires a 
high degree of nonchalance to de- 
signate what he did abandon as 
just a ''form." For Browder's joy 
with his new book is really of the 
kind described by the old Restora- 
tion playwright, William Wycher- 
Iey : "Next io the pleasure of mak- 
ing a new mistress is that of being 
rid of an old one, and of all old 
debts." In l lie brief few months 
between No. II and No. Ill Brow- 
der has effaced everything he wrote 
and stood tor a year ago. And in 
putting forward his latest ideas, he 
places himself essentially upon the 
discredited platform of the Second 
International which, fortunately, 
the best Socialist elements are now 
abandoning. 

What Browder has succeeded in 
doing in his latest volume is to give 
up entirely internationalism for the 
sake of national patriotsm, the Len- 
inist position on the struggle 
against war for the social -patriotic 
position, the Marxian concept of 
the class struggle for the reformist 
concept of class collaboration. In 
passing, lie has dumped overboard 
a dozen other views which he held 
virtually until yesterday. Bet us 
compare notes ! 



Uid Guard claims. Communists do of submitting to the sell-out. . . ." ing of a powerful people's anti-Fas- 

not want a weak Socialist Party <P. 62.) And again: "No, it is cist front, given an organized ex- 

which is no asset to the working clear, unity behind these gentlemen pression in a Farmer-Labor Party." 

class. They urge Socialists to join [Norman Thomas and S.P. leaders] (P. 107f.7 Through the united front 

the struggle for the united front means a united surrender to the of a fighting Farmer-Labor Party, 

because it will strengthen both the ' capitalist attacks. That is not the we will protect our rights now and 



The United Front Mood 

The principal stress in the tactics 
of the Stalinists, especially since 
the Seventh Congress of the C.I., 
is now laid on the united front with 
the Socialist Party, to the point 
where the C.P. even proposes the 
fusion of the two organizations into 
one party, A united front with the 
S.P. even at the price of completely 
recasting the American League 
Against War and Fascism. A united 
front with the S.P. for the purpose 
of launching a Farmer-Labor Party. 
A united front with the S.P. on any 
and every question. 

Now, the imited working class 
front against capitalism is neither 
a new idea nor a poor one. and we 
who were not among the last to 
discover its merits will not he found 
among its opponents today. But in 
all the years during which we found 
it necessary to combat Stalinist op- 
position to the united front, we nev- 
er forgot that such a front has 
meaning and value to the working 
class only if these questions are 
answered : with whom? against 
whom? for what? 1 till when? 

Browder doesn't always say quite 
clearly Just what the united front 
will really look like and do. But 
for that he makes it entirely clear 
that he wants the united front with 
the S.P. like a dying man wants 
life. He falls all over himself in 
his anxiety; he fawns on the S.P.; 
he praises it and especially its Left 
wing; he cozens and wheedles it In 
every key on the scale; he means 
it no harm but is interested only 
in its welfare. A few quotations 
from No. Ill will suffice to indicate 
his position. 

"The differences between us are 
growing smaller." P. 103.) "Com- 
munists, when they propose the 
united front, do not desire the de- 



S. P. and the C.P. and thus streng- 
then the working class." (P. 111.) 
The Keeper and the Nurse 

Can nobler sentiments be found 
in any contemporary political work? 
Browder, who, you might imagine, 
has work enough building his own 
party, is nevertheless concerned 
also with building the S.P. Unlike 
Cain, he not only wants to be his 
brother's keeper, but his nurse as 
well. Weaken the S.P.? Perish the 
thought! Nothing but a powerful 
and mighty Socialist Party will sat- 
isfy him, and he is determined to 
help build it despite any reluctance 
or suspicion it may display. And 
he not only wants to strengthen the 
S.P. in general, but its leadership 
in particular. "If the militant So- 
cialists come out boldly for the 
united front, then their party, 
which deeply desires the united 
front, will rally around them, and 
they will be able to multiply the 
strength of the S. P. many-fold." 
(P. 110. J 

Only the strongest physical effort 
enables us to overcome the emotions 
stirred in a reader by this touching 
sign of unselfishness and prodigali- 
ty. But the recollection of what 
Browder said not so long ago is 
enough to restore the pulse and 
heart-beat to normal. For Browder 
not only wrote on the same subject 
before, but wrote words of a dia- 
metrically opposite kind. 
What Happened to Social- Fascism? 
"When we speak of the Socialists 
as Social -Fascists," he wrote in 
Work No. I— in No. HI, as the 
reader will surmise, the phrase So- 
cial-Fascism simply cannot be 
found, "we are not merely abusing 
them [not merely!], we are giving 
file scientific description, the name 
of the political role which they are 
performing . . . Socialists in words, 
Fascists in deeds! That is what 
Social-Fascism means. It is an ac- 
curate, scientific, descriptive term 
applied to the Socialist Party." (P. 
14f.) 

At that time Browder was not so 
worried abont the S.P. not being 
strong. In fact, his worries were 
of a different order altogether, be- 
cause, thought he, the S.P. was be- 
ing built up. And by whom? "The 
bourgeoisie is definitely building up 
the Socialist Party because it knows 
that in tiie coming great class strug- 
gles in America it is going to need 
the S.P. . . . When the S. P. does 
not exist. tHe capitalist eiass has 
to bring it into existence and that 
is what is is doing in the United 
States today . . . the building of the 
S.I', is so directly the business of 
the capitalists and not of the work- 
ers, this is the determining reason 
why the Socialist Party has such 
leaders as Norman Thomas. The 
capitalists, if they are going to build 
the party, are going to be sure they 
have a reliable man at the head of 
it. . . . Especially will it grow and 
become a menace in this country if 
we Communists are not active and 
well armed in the struggle against 
it." (P. 40f.) 

One cim only conclude, from com- 
paring Browders two positions, 
that the C.P. decided to pick up 
the job of building the S.P. where 
the capitalist class left off. Once, 
the bourgeoisie knew that "in the 
coming great class struggles in 
America it is going to need the 
S.P." ; now, the C.P. needs it. 
United "Against the leaders' 
Objection may be raised that be- 
cause in 1933, when Work No. I 
was presented, the S.P. was differ- 
ent from the S.P. of today, a dif- 
ferent analysis was warranted. 
Granted. But Work No. II was 
presented in 1935, and a second 
printing of it appeared as late as 
September of that year, without a 
single word or footnote, to qualify 
its contents. That is, it appeared 
more than a year after the Detroit 
convention of the S.P. where the 
Left wing gained control. And 
here is what No. II has to say 
about what it calls the "crisis 
among the social- Fascists." 



kind of unity the workers need. ,We prepare the workers for socialism." 
need a united fighting front of the (P. 111.) "It is the only bulwark 
workers against the capitalists and against economic catastrophe, 
all their agents. But that means . against political reaction and Fas- 



that unity must be built up, not 
with these leaders on their present 
policies, but against them. That 
means not a united front from the 
top, but a united front built up by 
the workers from below in the or- 
ganization and struggle for their 
immediate needs." (P. 52.) 

How Black Becomes White 

Enough has been quoted to indi- 
cate that Mr. Browder has slightly 
modified his views about the So- 
cialist Party. A few months ago, 
mention of the S.P. was enough to 
make him rage like Vesuvius on a 
rampage; now you'd think that but- 
ter wouldn't melt in his mouth. Not 
so long ago. the bourgeoisie didn't 
want a weak S.P.; now Browder 
doesn't want one. Not so long ago, 
the split in the S.P. represented a 
clever trick, a division of labor 
among the social- Fascists to facili- 
tate the selling out of the workers; 
now Browder lies awake nights 
thinking of how best to help the 
Left wing strengthen itself with its 
followers in the S.P. A few months 
ago, he wanted nothing less than a 
united front from below against 
Norman Thomas and the other 
leaders of the S.P. ; now only a 
united front with them will do. 

Why does Browder gush with 
honey like the rock in Horeb that 
gushed with water when Moses 
struck it with his rod? Because he 
has been instructed to cajole fhe 
S.P. into cooperating with the Stal- 
inists to organixe the American 
''People's Front" which, according 
to Browder, is to be accomplished 
by "federating the trade unions and 
all other mass organizations of the 
toilers info a wide Farmer-I^ihor 
Party representing a coalition of 
all the people prepared to resist the 
attacks of capitalism" (p. 111). 
"Such a party cannot arise spon- 
taneously. It must be led and or- 
ganized by a united front coalition 
of tlie most advanced sections of 
the toiling masses." (P. I14f.) The 
most advanced sections means : S.P. 
and C.P. And for fhe Stalinists, ns 
we shall see even more clearly fur- 
ther on, the S.P. is an indispensable 
ingredient of this "united front 
coalition" which Is to lead and or- 
ganize the "coalition of all the 
people." 

"We Communists," Browder 
writes, still on the same page, 
"would be delighted if wc could 
bring millions immediately behind 
our own program and our party. 
But we are realists. [Hear, hear!] 
We know that these masses have 
as yet not had that necessary ex- 
perience which will bring them sol- 
idly behind our leadership." There- 
fore, the Farmer-Labor Party. Let 
ns dwell a moment on the sense of 
these few lines 
Why the Fanner Labor Party? 
What experience is, logically, nec- 
essary for the masses before they 
come solidly behind a (presumably) 
correct program and a (presum- 
ably) communist party? An exper- 
ience that would be tantamount to 
disillusionment with all other par- 
ties and all other programs. What 
Browder is saying, therefore, is 
this : We have the correct program 
and party. The masses don't yet 
support our party and won't for 
some time to come. They must first 
find out that the other parties and 
their programs are worthless. Con- 
sequenfly, let us build a Farmer- 
Labor party for these inexperienced 
masses. Its conduct, its record — 
we know — will be such that it will 
provide the masses with that "nec- 
essary experience" required before 
they "delight" us with support of 
the C.P. and its program. To put 
the matter thus bluntly, would re- 
veal the fudicrousness of any at- 
tempt made nowadays by revolu- 
tionists fo initiate a reformist 
party. Browder, who cannot put 
fhe matter so plainly, Is therefore 
I compelled to paint a glowing pic- 



Out of Their 
Own Mouths 



"In this crisis," wrote Browder 
a brief few months ago, "the social- 
Fascist leadership finds it neces- 
sary to invent new means to keep 
the workers fooled and under their 
control. . For this purpose, they are 
beginning, wherever the situation 
gets too hot for them, to establish 
a division of labor — one part of 
them becomes the 'Eight wing,' 
which carries through the dirty 
work of the direct sell-out; the 
other part becomes a 'Left wing" 



feat of the Socialist Party, as the which mildly deplores the necessity 



ture of what his "People's Front" 
Farmer-Labor party would be capa- 
ble of doing. The- picture glows be- 
cause it has so many colors; and 
all of them clash so harshly that 
it is impossible to achieve the 
slightest bit of clarity. 

"We Communists have proposed 
a Farmer- Labor Party, which will 
fight for all the necessary demands 
of the toilers." (P. 107.) "It must 
be emphasized that only one thing 
can stop the advance of Fascism in 
our country, and that Is, the build- 
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cism, against the growing danger 
of another war; (P. 125.) "It [a 
F.-L. P. government] could fight 
atgainst the economic chaos of the 
capitalist system." (P. 125.) "Our 
perspective of a united front gov- 
ernment is one of an instrument of 
struggle against capitalism, of the 
collaboration of all anti-Fascist 
parties and groups, against reac- 
tion and Fascism, and for Hie inter- 
ests of the entire working popul- 
tion." (P. 126f.) (Our emphasis 
throughout. M.S.) 

99.44 Percent Pure 
Now, it is our contention that any 
party possessing the properties and 
virtues that Browder attributed to 
his Farmer-Labor Party, is good 
enough for the working class. Its 
existence would obviate the need of 
any other working class political 
organization. Browder does say 
that the government of this party 
"will not be able to introduce so- 
cialism, which can only be done 
through a real revolutionary gov- 
ernment" (p. 125) ; but he doesn't 
bother to say or show why the F.L. 
P. government could not meet the 
final test. According to him, the 
party of his heart's desire could 
fight for "all the necessary de- 
mands" of the toilers; it can stop 
Fascism — the only thing that can 
stop it; it is the only bulwark 
against imperialist war ; it can eon- 
tend against, the ecimomic chaos of 
capitalism ; it can protect our 
rights now. 

If it can accomplish all' these 
things— and they are hardly trifles 
— then why in heaven's name can't 
it also usher in socialism itself? Is 
there one single example in the his- 
tory of I he international labor 
movement of a political party that 
was able to defend the daily inter- 
ests and rights of the masses as 
successfully as Browder says his 
Farmer-Labor Party will, that was 
not equally able to emancipate the 
masses from all bondage? \Ye 
know of none and we are ready for 
enlightenment. We do, however, 
know something about the British 
Labour Party. . . . 

The Mystery Grows 
Let us try the Browder puzzle 
from another angle. "Suca a [Far- 
mer-Labor] party, while not having 
the program of the proletarian rev- 
olution and of socialism, would nec- 
(«sarily have to fight on the most 
important issues of the day." (P. 
121.) Assuming that it would not 
be "neutral" in the fight between 
the two classes in modern society, 
we conclude that it would fight out 
these issues on the side of the work- 
er's. Yet, Browder points out, "such 
a party could be neither Socialist 
nor Communist, but it also could be 
neither an ti- Socialist nor anti-Com- 
munist ; it could be a genuine* 
an ti- capita list party" (p. 107) ; 
and, remember, it "will not be able 
to introduce socialism." Well, it 
will "fight for all the necessary de- 
mands of the toilers." 

And when it comes to power and 
forms a government, as Browder 
says it should and will? Then the 
"communists will support such a 
united front government so long as 
it really uses its powers to protect 
and extend the economic and polit- 
ical rights of the masses. We are 
even prepared under certain condi- 
tions [which?] for practical partic- 
ipation in such a government" (p. 
125). But a few pages back we are 
informed that among the other vir- 
tues of fhe F.-L. P. is the fact that 
it "would bring the masses face to 
face with the problem of state 
power, and therefore with all the 
problems of revolution" (p. 120f). 
Very good, very commendable. 

Now picture the situation in the 
concrete, however distressing this 
may be for the many-volumed au- 
thor. The F.-L.P. takes over the 
government, legally and peacefully. 
The C.P. supports the government 
— even enters it "under certain con- 
ditions." The government brings 
the masses face to face with the 
problem of state power and all the 
problems of revolution. It cannot 
solve any of these problems because 
Browder forbids it the right or abil- 
ity to provide the only solution of 
such a problem : "to introduce so- 
cialism." The problems of state 
power and revolution can (may we 
assume?) be solved only by the 
Communist Party when (may we 
further assume?) it gains the sup- 
port of that "majority [who] were 
preparing themselves for a final 
decision as between capitalism and 
socialism" (p. 126). Now, when 



toilers"? If this is the idea, how 
will the C.P. overthrow a govern- 
ment which "communists will sup- 
port"? Enlightenment, please! 
Paging Abe Cahan! 
Or perhaps the Browder idea is 
a different one. The F.-L.P. gov- 
ernment is not Socialist, not Com- 
munist, nor can it introduce social- 
ism. A "real revolutionary govern- 
ment" can. Is the latter, then, to 
come into power without the vio- 
lent overthrow of the "united 
front" government? 1 The only other 
way known to man is to come to 
power by voting the preceding re- 
gime out of power. Consequently, 
the transference of power from a 
non-socialist regime to a socialist 
regime, of the means of production 
and exchange from the hands of its 
present possessors into the hands of 
the proletariat, would occur peace- 
fully and legally. Thus would be 
realized the most dearly cherished 
dream of Karl Kautsky, Ramsay 
MacDonald and Abraham Cahan. 
But a few pages further, our hap- 
piness at the prospect of so en- 
trancing and painless a solution of 
the class struggle is discourteously 
shattered by the same Browder: 
"History does not show a single 
example in which, state power was 
transferred from one class to an- 
other by peaceful means, whether 
in the form of voting or some other 
method of formal democracy." (P. 
165f.) Again, enlightenment, please! 
Let us try one last time. The 
"people's government" would come 
out of a "coalition movement of 
all liberals, progressives, Socialists 
and Communists" (p. 123). But 
this government "should not be con- 
fused with the Soviet government 
of the victorious proletarian revo- 
lution, composed of an alliance of 
Communists. left-Socialists and 
other groups which had jointly 
participated in fhe overthrow of 
fhe capitalists" (p. 12S). If the 
composition of the two governments 
{ the latter would directly follow 
the former) is compared, the only 
visible difference seems to be that 
the "Soviet government'' would be 
identical with the "people's govern- 
ment" except that it would not con- 
tain the "liberals and progressives'' 
— unless (God knows!) they arc to 
be included among the "other 
groups." Now, is it the idea of 
Browder, who does not know a 
single example of the peaceful 
transference of power, that a vio- 
lent revolution will have to be un- 
dertaken to get a few liberals and 
progressives out of the "people's 
government'' in order to convert it 
into a "Soviet government"? Isn't 
it much more likely that no violence 
at all would be needed? Then, faced 
with Browder's fascinating scheme, 
all the liberals and progressives and 



(Continued from Page 1) 
''At the same time, those in other 
parts of the United States are puz- 
zled that a court trial waere the 
issues seem so clear and evident 
should drag along as the present 
trial here in the Shoemaker case 
has done, with the State's case 
taking three weeks and just now 
reaching its conclusion. 

"The two points of view show the 
wide differences in thought, cus- 
toms, life and politics in the coun- 
try. 

"Flogging, tar and feathering and 
even death are not unusual here as 
a means of disposing of persons 
who are disturbing to certain in- 
terests, or to what is vaguely 
called "social order." They are not 
carried out under any law in Flor- 
ida statutes but by persons who 
believe such methods are for their 
own or for the public good, and 
their political influence is so great 
that court trials, or even arrests, 
rarely follow. 

"At the same time, the great ma- 
jority of citizens in Florida, numer- 
ous but not influential, express the 
hope that the outcome of the pres- 
ent case will put an end to such 
methods. 

" 'Citrus growing is a $100,000,000 
industry in Florida, and, as it can- 
not afford to pay higher wages, 
labor organizers must be discour- 
aged. It would be undignified for 
members of the organization to do 
if, and outsiders are used,' one 
man explained, adding that he him- 
self had helped consign a dozen 
such 'disturbers' to abandoned and 
water-filled phosphate mines and 
swam [is. 

"Knongh has been produced in 
court and openly talked outside 
... to involve the citrus growers." 



Azana Boosted 
to Presidency 

(Continued from Page 3) 

What is the Azana government 
doing? Two things; its civil guards 
daily murder workers in attacks on 
strikes and demonstrations ; while 
the government makes demagogic 
gestures to which the Stalinists and 
Right Wing Socialists can point as 
proof of the " progress ivism" of 
Azana. A law is passed announcing 
tines of employers who refuse to 
re-employ workers fired after the 
October revolt, many announce- 
ments of plans for public works, 
etc. 



UnionBlooms 
In Akron 



(Continued from Page 1) 

radical people who thrive from the 
cause of tearing down something 
decent and who enjoy causing trou- 
ble. . . .Those persons should be 
singled out and dealt with accord- 
ingly." 

Five Sit-Downs in Night 
This early morning episode fol- 
lowed a night daring which there 
were no less than five sit-downs at 
Goodyear and several at Firestone, 
where they were protesting the in- 
troduction of pace-setters in the tire 
departments. The companies are 
trying to take advantage of the rec- 
ent wage increases to speed up pro- 
duction. This is proving a notable 
failure. 

The gears in the machinery of the 
anti-union forces are slowly mesh- 
ing One of the latest evidences of 
this is the formation of an "Akron 
Civic Justice Association," a fit com- 
panion to that other piller of Akron 
society, "The Law and Order 
League." The former is now spec- 
ializing in fuil page ads, the chain 
of reasoning being that now since 
the rubber companies out of the 
bounty of their hearts have raised 
wages, this union monkey business 
ought to be stopiied. 

Centralization on Increase 

More of this type of propaganda 
was the recent huliaballoo about 
decentralization, spread by the rub- 
ber barons. Outside sources seem 
a bit sceptical, somewhow, James 
McMuIin in his New York column 
pointed out that United States Rub- 
ber, currently one of the most suc- 
cessful plants in the country, far 
from decentralizing, is pursuing a 
directly opposite course, and the 
"Annalist" openly stating that the 
rubber companies (beyond being af- 
flicted with the incurable disease of 
capitalism) are the victims of their 
own merciless price cutting. 

How little all this guff fazes the 
Akron gum miners was well demon- 
strated last Sunday when 4,000 rub- 
tier workers eel a bra ting the advent 
of Spring in Akron, Ohio (The Rub- 
ber Center of the World), descended, 
upon the amazed town of Kent, a 
suburb of Akron, and demonstrated. 
beforo the Black and Decker Elec- 
tric Company, where scabs remain- 
ed in the plant, closed recently by 
sti'ikins: workers. 

Yes, summer is i-cumen in. But 
it looks like a union summer this 
time. 



The reactionaries are openly 
threatening and preparing for civil 
Socialists and Communists would war. "Ya," rightist paper, declares: 



laugh themselves to death, thus 
leaving the General Secretary in 
such coniplete control of state pow- 
er that he would not even have to 
shoot off a water pistol? 

History Has Already Spoken 

We can hardly wait to see Brow- 
der's "People's Front" come to full 
bloom. But then, we really don't 
need to wait. In what essential 
respect could it differ from the late 
"Iron Front" in Germany, or the 
People's Fronts in France and 
Spain? In the lands menlioned, 
they served and serve as dikes 
against the proletarian revolution. 
In the United States, it could serve 
only as a hindrance to the risins 
class consciousness and class inde- 
pendence of the workers. 

Browder has. of course, no illu- 
sions about the imminence of a 
"People's Front Government" in 
the United States, however wistful- 
ly he may yearn for the role of a 
respectable statesman. He is inter- 
ested in more tangible and imme- 
diate matters. His "government" 
may have to wait; the formation 
of of his "People's Front Farmer- 
Labor Party" and the corralling of 
the Socialist Party into it, cannot 
wait. And it cannot wait because 
the Stalinists cannot afford to let 
the S.P. continue further along the 
road of revolutionary proletarian 
socialism which it has begun to 
tread. 

The "People's Front" is the Stal- 
inist formula for subordinating the 
working class movement to capital- 
ist democracy in the name of a 
"struggle against Fascism" and the 
"defense of the Soviet Union." It 
Is the formula which sanctlSes the 
most despicable practices of social- 
patriotism and class-collaboration. 
Neither of these is fully realizable 
if any appreciable section of the 
working class movement retains Its 
class independence and revolution- 
ary integrity. It is for the purpose 
of eradicating every particle of 
these qualities in the Socialist Party 
that Browder woos it so ardently. 

What Browder hopes to achieve 
by his courtship In concrete terms 
of American working class policies, 



"A civilization, a culture and a re- 
ligion cannot bo made to flee in the 
night by savage hordes manipu- 
lated from foreign countries. The 
fight is now inevitable. The criti- 
cal moment approaches, but with 



a will to conquer, we shall succeed 
and Spain will not be a Russian, 
colony." Almost daily, Gil Robles, 
Catholic leader, declares himself 
ready for civil war. On April 28 
he offered Azana one of two choic- 
es : "Anarchy or a government ot 
national concentration." In a 
speech in the Cortes on May 5, Gil 
Itobles declared his followers were- 
becoming Fascists and that he wa3- 
not opposing the tendency, "be- 
cause Spain is now divided into 
two groups irrevocably opposed to 
each other." 



the C.P. gains this majority and j is clearly enough revealed In other 
is ready for the revolutionary solu- sections of his book. The anxiety 
tion, Is the "united people's front to get the support of the S.P., to 
Fao-mer-Labor Party government" I consummate a "united front" with 
to be overthrown and its place it, can be fully understood only in 
by what Browder calls the "real ' connection with Browder's views on 
revolutionary government, a Soviet suc h questions as bourgeois democ- 
government of workers and other racy, the contest between Roosevelt 

■ and the Liberty League, patriotism, 

•By the way, what in the name the "defense of the Soviet Union," 
of good common Bnglish and good and the approaching world war. 
common sense is a genuine antl- These questions require the detailed . 
capitalist party which is "neither . treatment which only another ar- 1 
Socialist nor Communist"? ' tide ■will allow. 



Now Ready! 
LEON TROTSKY 
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The Death of the 
Little NRA 



tAN EDITORIAL: 



The reaction against the reforms 
of the Roosevelt regime sweeps for- 
ward on the swelling tide of eco- 
nomic recovery. The unabated mas- 
sacre of the New Deal measures by 
the Supreme Court is the most pro- 
nounced expression of reaction's 
growing strength. What the Liber- 
ty languors proscribe, their judici- 
al tribunal hastens to sentence to 
death. 

Before declaring the Guffey Coal 
Control Act unconstitutional, the 
Supreme Court has already con- 
demned seven of the most import- 
ant measures in the New Deal pro- 
gram, including the N.R.A. and the 
A.A.A. Two eseaped execution for 
special reasons : the T.V.A. because, 
although it threatened the monop- 
oly of the power trusts, Mussel 
Shoals was needed for national de- 
fense; the Geld Clause because it 
could not have been interfered with 
without creating colossal financial 
convulsions. 

The Guffey Act was a posthumous 
child of the N.R.A. It was designed 
to accomplish for I he anarchic and 
decrepit soft-coal industry what the 
N.It.A. was supposed to accomplish 
for all big industry : "to stabilize 
the Mtnminons coal industry 
through the regulation of labor and 
prices." The Act provided for the 
regulation of the entire industry by 
an industrial commission appointed 



by the government. Production was 
to be rationed, prices fixed, wages 
and hours of work regulated, and a 
15 percent sales tax imposed on all 
coal sold. 

The Guffey law represented the 
maximum of govern mental interfer- 
ence in private industry, short of 
nationalization. It was therefore 
bitterly opposed by big business in- 
terests as well ns the corporations 
who operate the captive mines. It 
was sponsored by the United Mine 
Workers and favored by the union- 
ized coal operators who sell their 
product under highly competitive 
conditions in the open market. 

Conservative circles are therefore 
jubilant over their victory, as the 
editorial commending the decision 
in the Republican Herald -Tribune 
and interpreting it as a slap in 
Roosevelt's face, indicates. Reac- 
tion is in the saddle and riding 
high, trampling the hated New Deal 
into the dust. Finance capital has 
plenty of reason to be overjoyed at 
the decision. For it was an utterly 
react ion ary decision, untainted with 
the slightest suspicion of liberalism. 
The irreconcilable and almost iuso- 
lent tone of Justice Sutherland's 
opinion is in itself a sign of the 
courage and contldenee that has 
been restored to the big bourgeoi- 
sie by the upturn in the business 
cycle. 



Reactionaries Rely on State's Rights 



The majority opinion declared 
the law unconstitutional on the 
ground that it violated state's 
rights. "The States, Sutherland 
wrote, "were before the Constitu- 
tion and therefore their legislative 
powers antedate the Constitution." 

liy an ironic coincidence, the lat- 
est issue of the "Nation" carries a 
leading editorial com plaining, that 
the liberals have allowed the slo- 
gan of state's rights to be taken 
over by the reactionary Republi- 
cans. The Supreme Court decision 
proves anew, what should surely 
not require proof in this day and 
age that, contrary to the belief of 
the "Nation", the slogan of state's 
rights can only have a reactionary 
significance. Just as the. slavehold- 
ers before the Civil .War inscribed 
this slogan on their banner, so our 
contemporary slaveholders, the cap- 
italists, arc using it to defend their 
property interests. 

The. shibboleth of state's rights is 
as antiquated as tho stagecoach. 
The capitalist class Itself recogniz- 
ed this in its heroic days when it 
waged civil war against the slavoc- 
raey. Today the slogan is doubly 
reactionary. The American people 
long ago cast off the swaddling 
clothes of petty statehood, and now 
it has also outgrown its youthful 
garments of nationality. The liber- 
als of the "Nation" are advocating 
a reversion to local limits at a time 
when it has become urgently neces- 
sary to abolish national boundaries! 

The majority opinion reveals how 
vigilant those judicial watchdogs 
are in safeguarding the interests of 



their masters. The majority ruled, 
here as in the N.R.A. decision, that 
Congress possessed none of the sig- 
nificant powers assumed in tho Act. 
Congress could not impose a sales- 
tax, because that was not a lax but 
"a penalty." Congress could not fix 
wages and hours because "the rela- 
tions of the employer to the employ- 
es* is a local relation", . . . "all the 
evils of tho industry are local ev- 
ils," and do not therefore come un- 
der the category of interstate com- 
merce. 

It is plain that the justices who 
wrote these words have the condi- 
tions of colonial America in mind. 
They have also however the pres- 
ent needs of the capitalists in mind. 
While they flatly state that the la- 
bor provisions are unconstitutional, 
they do not declare that the price- 
ilxing provisions are illegal. These 
are rejected now presumably be- 
cause they are inseparably inter- 
woven with the labor provisions. In 
other words, Congress may have the 
power to set prices for the interests 
of the mine-operators but it certain- 
ly has no power to set wages for 
tho mine workers. The proposal 
has already been made that a new 
act be prepared that will regulate 
prices but leave out the labor pro- 
visions. 

The dissenting opinion of the mi- 
nority in whom the liberals vest 
their hopes is little better. In a 
feeble voice they reserve judgment 
on the question of the constitution- 
ality of the sales tax and the labor 
clauses. They speak forth strongly 
and without ambiguity only in fa- 
vor of price fixing. 



Roosevelt Receives Reward of Virtue 



The storm of protest engendered 
by this decision of the Supreme 
Court will doubtless rebound to the 
political credit of Roosevelt and add 
considerably to his political capital. 
All the righteous indignation of the 
mners and the masses of the people 
against this reactionary action will 
be concentrated on the Court 
Roosevelt, the spotless knight, will 
receive the rewards of his vlrtnre. 

Roosevelt's open and concealed 
supporters in the labor movement 
are doing their utmost to divert 
attention from his art in tho whols 
affair and to treat him instead as 
a friend or ally of the working 
class. That worthy champion of the 
workers, Daniel Tobin, President or 
the Teamsters, hastened to declare: 
"Every worker of' every elass( !) Is 
pledged. tonight to President Roose- 
velt to vote for him at the next 
election as a result of the decision 
today. The decision has established 
in the minds of the workers the 
fact that tho court is reactionary, is 
living In ages past, and that Frank- 
lin D. Roosevelt is a friend of the 
worker. I hope we all work to the 
end that we will elect to office a 
Congress that finds some way of 
passing legislation to replace the 
Gnffey Act" 

The Daily Worker echoes these 
sentiments in its own fashion. Once 
again, like the plaintive bleat of a 
sheep, it ealls upon "Roosevelt and 
Congress to act to curb the Su- 
preme Court," in its leading editor- 
ial. These political eunuchs cry in 
a shrill voice, "Is President Roose- 
velt going to continue to dodge the 
Issue? Are the labor leaders who 
have endorsed Roosevelt for reelec- 



tion going to continue to give 
Roosevelt a blank check," etc. 

Like Pontius Pilate, the editors 
of the Daily Worker do not stay for 
an answer. It can be given briefly 
In a single word: "Yes." 

The Stalinist appeals to tho Pres- 
ident are not only futile and absurd 
from the standpoint of the working 
class. They are based upon an al- 
most criminal blindness to the true 
state of affairs in regard to the 
Gnffey Bill. For Roosevelt is no 
less implicated in the plot to assas- 
sinate the Bill than the Supreme 
Court. He was not merely an ac- 
cessory to the crime hut even its 
instigator, as we propose to show. 

First of all. tho Guffey Bill was 
presented to Congress after the N. 
R.A. had been declared unconstitu- 
tional. It was therefore a foregone 
conclusion that the Little N.R.A. 
would meet the same fate as its 
model when it came before the high- 
est court. On this account the 
House hesitated whether or not to 
pass the bill when it was certain to 
bo declared invalid. 

At this point the President sent 
the following message to the House: 
"I hope your committee will not 
permit doubts as to constitutional- 
ity, however reasonable, to block 
the suggested legislation." The em- 
phasised phrase gave the euc to 
Congress. It meant: "Pass the bill; 
the miners want it; but don't wor- 
ry, the Supreme Court will take 
care of it" And indeed it did. 

The Stalinists, the labor and lib- 
eral supporters of Roosevelt com- 
pletely cover up Koosevelts rote in 
this train of events leading up to 
(Continued on Page 2) 



Croppers Rebel 
At Slave Wages 

5,000 Arkansas Sharecroppers Strike 

Against System of Peonage on 

Cotton Plantation 



Jobless 
Pa. 



Hit 
Relief 



MRMl'HIS, Tetm., Hay 18. — Five thousand cotton croppers and 
day laborers, members of the Southern Tenant Fanners' Union, will 
hang np their hoes and strike for higher wages. They are now being 
paid a wage ranging from 60c to 75c per day, working from sun-up 
to sim-set. Their demand is for $1.50 i»er 10 hour day. 

In Memphis the Cotton Carnival is in full swing. Thousands of 
visitors from all parts of the nation have flocked to the cotton capitol 
of the world to pay homage and obeisance to King Cotton. Each day 

witnesses mile long parades with costly floats. Wealth wrung from 

-♦King Cotton's slaves is being lav- 
ishly poured out for the extrava- 
gances of this festival. While King 
Cotton's retinue feasts from the fat 
of the land, millions of slaves from 
the cotton country live in wretched- 
ness and want. Those who have 
produced this billion dollar crop are 
today naked and starved. "While 
their economic overlords today 
throw money to the winds, they 
themselves are fortunate to get a 
day's work for GO or 75 cents. With 
thousands unable to get either crops 
or jobs and with hundreds Of thou- 
sands of others barely existing on 
starvation wages, the slaves of King 
Cotton are in open revolt. 

Enthusiasm for Strike Higli 

The strike was called, and time 
set by one of the most enthusiastic 
and earnest meetings in the history 
of tho Union. With representatives 
of 7S locals present, not a dissent- 
ing voice was raised. Strike com- 
mittees have been established 
throughout the affected area, and 
scores of incu and women scoured 
Northeastern Arkansas, Saturday 
and Sunday calling the people to 
strike. 

The landlords, fearful of the 
strike, have redoubled their work- 
ing force; and plan to bring unem- 
ployed relief workers out of Hem- 
phis and other cities to take the 
jobs of the strikers. Union officials 
received a pledge of assistance from 
fhc Memphis local of the Workers 
Alliance ot America to help prevent 
unemployed Memphis workers from 
going to the fields. Local leaders 
of the Alliance will throw a picket 
lino across the Harahan bridge 
leading into Arkansas. On the Ar- 
kansas side the Union will have its 
own picket line. 

■With thousands of its members 
actually on a starvation basis and 
hundreds of others having been 
evicted, the Union Is in desperate 
need of money with which to fi- 
nance the strike. Many of the 
(people will suffer, and terror is 
likely to rear its head over the en- 
tire section. Contributions for de- 
fense and relief should be sent to 
(Continued on Page 2) 



Workers Alliance Calls 

for Appropriation for 

Emergency 

HARRISBURG, Pa., May 12.— 
Hundreds of unemployed men and 
women from all parts of tho state 
gathered here Sunday and Monday, 
under the leadership of the Work- 
ers Alliance of America, to halt the 
Pennsylvania legislators' disgrace- 
ful same of making a political foot- 
ball of the relief appropriations bill. 
A legislative deadlock between Re- 
publicans and Democrats threat- 
ened to cut off relief abruptly for 
an indefinite time. Tho State Emer- 
gency Relief Board had exhausted 
all current funds at its disposal and 
was prepared to shut down relief 
roils unless the Senate and the 
House passed an appropriation 
measure enabling them to continue. 

The jobless met in a conference 
at the Farm Show Building here 
on Sunday afternoon. David Las- 
sev, President of the Workers Alli- 
ance of America, opened tho ses- 
sions with a si irring address de- 
nouncing tho potty politics of the 
Pennsylvania solons and calling for 
militant action to put a stop to it- 
The conference also heard addresses 
by Herbert Benjamin, Sam Gordon 
aud John Muldowney, all members 
of the National Executive Board of 
the Workers Alliance. The dele- 
gates then elected tho following of- 
licers : John Muldowney of Witkes- 
Barre, Chairman ; Sam Gordon of 
Allen town, Secretary ; Charles 
Sand wick of Bethlehem, Vice-Chair- 
man ; Charles Spencer of Philadel- 
phia, Assistant Secretary; and a 
presiding committee including the 
otlicers and the National Executive 
(Continued on Page 4) 



ParoleMini; 
free Others, 
His Demand 



Mini Appeals for Struggle 

To Force Release of 

Chambers, Deckers 

SAN FRANCISCO.— Norman Mini 
has been released from San Quentin 
Prison, first to complete his term 
of the eight workers convicted in 
the famous Sacramento criminal 
syndicalism trial of 1034, Norman 
Mini received a three-year sentence 
and must spend the next sixteen 
months under charge of parole otli- 
cers. 

Of the other male prisoners Al- 
bert Hougardy received three and 
a half years and like Mini will serve 
the last 1G months on parole; while 
Pat Chambers, Martin Wilson and 
Jack Crane got five years senten- 
ces, parole to he determined later. 
The National Sacramento Appeal 
Committee, defending Mini, con- 
ducted a national campaign for 
minimum sentences, rallying the 
support of ten international unions, 
five state federations and two-score 
city central labor bodies and a 
group of Senators and Congressmen. 
Mini Appeals for Other Prisoners 
Upon leaving San Quentin Mini 
called for a renewed efEort to upset 
the convictions, which come up on 
appeal soon : 

"By releasing me the state of 
California hopes to obscure the 
fact that it is holding in prison 
ilie leaders of the California, 
agricultural workers, Chambers 
and Decker. The light for the 
freedom of these two and of the 
otlter prisoners is indissoluble 
bound up with the fight to organ- 
ize the agricultural workers. Ele- 
mentary solidarity demands that 
all workers and workers' organ- 
izations unite in renewed efforts 
to free these workers from pris- 
on." 

The National Sacramento Appeal 
Committee announced that it is 
sending to the State Parole Bo:*rd 
additional resolutions from unions, 
domauding that minimum sentences 
be set for the girl prisoners, whose 
indeterminate sentences are soon to 
he fixed by tho Board, "ilie United 
Rubber Workers International, Chi- 
cago Federation of Labor, Boston 
Central Labor Union, and the cen- 
tral bodies of Pontine, Lansing, 
South Bend and San Bernardino 
are among the latest unions de- 
manding freedom of the Sacramento 
prisoners. 

Raymond <W. Henderson, state 
chairman of the Socialist Party, is 
attorney for Norman Jilini and will 
represent Mm in the pending ap- 
peal. Tho other prisoners are rep- 
resented by the International La- 
bor Defense, which refused the in- 
vitation of the National Sacramento 
Appeal Committee for ono united 
defense. 



Blum Upholds 
French Capitalism 

People's Front Leader Pledges "Sefe" Regime/ 

Socialism, Only Solution to Crisis, Is 

Remote to S.P. - CP. Moguls 

Within a few days, tlie first Socialist Ministry will be officially 
installed in France, with Leon Blum most likely as premier. 

The French Socialist Party is about to make history in the same 
sense that the "socialist" governments of Vandervelde, Scheidemann, 
MacDonalit, etc made history in their time. That is to say, Bhim 
will assume tfie vestments of power with the permission of the bour- 
geoisie on the self-same condition that liis colleagues 1 in otlter coun- 
tries were invested with power, namely: tliat he protect the bour- 
geoisie against its enemies, tide it over a crucial period, provide it 

Qwith a sufficient interval in which 

the masses can be exhausted and 



NcwSitdown 
At Goodrich 

Rubber Workers Rap Vio- 
lation of Union 
Regulations 

BULLETIN 
By BLAKE LEAR 
AKRON, Ohio, May 20.— Good- 
year Plant 2 was closed down 
completely last night by a sit- 
down involving 7,000 men. At the 
same time there were three sit- 
dowtis in the Goodrich mechan- 
ical goods department. The sit- 
down at Goodyear began at mid- 
night when a non-union "head- 
layer" was placed in charge of a 
pit crew though lie had less seni- 
ority than two union men. The 
dispute at Goodrich also involved 
seniority. Both were settled when 
union Iteads conferred with the 
management. 

The increasing intensity and 
frequency of the sit-downs indi- 
cate that a tremendous blow-up is 
ahead unless management makes 
a radically new departure in Its 
tactics. It is doubtful if they can 
afford to do this. All signs point 
to a strengthening- of their strike- 
breaking organizations and to a 
ruthless battle in the not too dis- 
tant future. 



AKRON,' O., May 19.— The Akron 
a nti -social calendar this week re- 
corded the apparently virgin births 
of three new strike-breaking organ- 
izations. 

The first of ttiese is the Associa- 
tion of Rubber Workers, a dis- 
guised company union union oper- 
ating on "safe" principles and 
charging an initiation fee of $1.00 
{Continued on Page 4) 
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"Jhird International After Lenin" Off the Press, 
A Lexicon for the Revolutionary Movement 



0- 



When Stalin condemned Leon 
Trotsky to exile in lonely Alma-Ata 
in 1S2S, after having expelled him 
from the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union, the Soviet bureaucra- 
cy breathed a sigh of relief. The 
expulsion occurred on the eve of 
the Sixth Congress of the Comin- 
tern, which marked the completion 
of the rise to power of the bureau- 
cracy. The Stalinist faction had 
been in control of the situation at 
the Fifth Congress of the Comin- 
tern in 1924, but the prestige of 
the makers of the revolution was 
tlien still so great, and the bureau- 
cracy still sufficiently doubtful of 
its control, that Trotsky had been 
elected a member of. the Executive 
Committee of the International. 

Between 1924 and 192S the ap- 
paratus autocratically expelled the 
leadership of one after another of 
the great parties of the Internation- 
al and replaced them with subser- 
vient hacks. Only after they had 
had firmly secured a stranglehold 
on the entire organization, did they 
convene the Sixth Congress. 
Prevent Trotsky from Appealing 

The Stalinists did not dare per- 
mit Trotsky to appear at the Sixth 
Congress. Not all the delegates 
were handpicked ; not all of them 
had been tested to certify that un- 
der any and all conditions they 
would take orders from the bureau- 
cracy. So, a few months before the 
congress, Trotsky was expelled 
from the Russian party and march- 
ed oft to exile. Although, according 
to all the rules and traditions of the 
International, only a congress could 
confirm or revoke the decision 
against Trotsky as a member of its 
Executive— -this violation of com- 
munist procedure did not make the 
Stalinists hesitate for a moment. 



A lesser man than the organizer 
of the 1917 insurrection might have 
succumbed to passivity. As the po- 
litical and theoretical lender of tho 
Left Opposition, he would partici- 
pate in the Sixth Congress is spite 
of Stalin's armed guards. And he 
did! 

His participation took the form of 
writing the materials which consti- 
tute the core of "The Third Inter- 
national After Lenin'', published 
this week by pioneer Publishers. It 
remains not only his most basic 
work, but the fundamental plat- 
form of the Fourth International In 
its struggle against Stalinism. A 
rich theoretical distillation of the 
successes and failures of the Com- 
munist movement since 1917, It is 
an indispensable guide to the rev- 
olutionary strategy demanded by 
the conditions of our epoch, the pe- 
riod of capitalist decline, of wars 
and revolutions. 

Document Sees Light of Day 

In complete violation of his 
rights as a member of the E.C.C.I. 
— not to speak of his moral right 
to be heard as the great co-worker 
of Lenin — Trotsky's materials were 
never distributed to the delegates 
and were not discussed at the con- 
gress. Two parts of his Criticism 
of the Draft Programme of the 
Communist International bowdler- 
ized and badly translated were giv- 
en to the small number of delegates 
in the Program Commission, and a 
"report" on it was made to a se- 
lected group of delegates which im- 
mediately "settled" the issue with- 
out discussion. The documeat "What 
Now", which is Trotsky's letter of 
'appeal to the Congress for rein- 
statement, was never submitted to 
any of the Congress members; it ia 



here published for the first time in 
Kngiish. 

Yet even this suppression did not 
succeed. Among the small group of 
delegates in the Program Commis- 
sion were James P. Cannon of the 
American CP. and Maurice Spec- 
tor of the Canadian party. They 
were deeply impressed with Trot- 
sky's critique. They were not per- 
mitted to bring the materials with 
them out of Russia. The few copies 
at the Congress were numbered and 
required to be returned. Fortunate- 
ly, they managed to obtain one and 
smuggle it out of Russia Thus did 
this great work first reaeh the light 
of day. 

• • • 

Prophecy Fulfilled 
"The conception of the build- 
ing of socialism in one country 
is a social -patriotic conception." 

This statement excites no sur- 
prise when it appears In our press 
today. It is our major criticism and 
condemnation of the Stalinist be- 
trayal of the interests of the world 
proletariat. Almost every action of 
tho Comintern Since the Seventh 
World Congress and the signing of 
the Stalin-Laval pact confirms the 
social patriotic policy of the Comin- 
tern. The nationalistic theory of 
socialism in ono country has led to 
social-patriotism in other countries. 

And yet this sentence was not 
written recently. It appears in the 
criticism of the Draft Program of 
the Comintern, written by Trotsky 
In 192S! What was then presented 
as a theoretical deduction has today 
hecome a tragic reality ! 
The "Amaiing" Course of History 

This striking prediction is only 
one example of the surprises that 
await the reader who comes afresh 
to "The Third International After 



Lenin." That reader is truly to be 
envied: He will find not merely 
awe-inspiring prophecies that have 
been fulfilled in the eight years 
since this book was written. More 
Important, he will learn why what 
has happened has come to pass. For 
Trotsky in 1928 was not a mere 
prophet crying in the wilderness. 
Trotsky was a maker of history, 
who knew that Stalinism could log- 
ically lead only in the direction of 
social -patriotic betrayal. 

Even most of ua who read mutil- 
ated parts of this work which were 
smuggled out of Russia in 1928 and 
published in 1929 and 1930, will 
read this great work with far more 
insight today than was possible six 
years ago. 

How many of us, in the first 
years of the Stalinist lunacy of the 
"Third Period", really believed that 
tho Comintern would Inevitably 
make a swing back to the opportun- 
ism of 1923-28? When the Stalin- 
ists were breaking up Socialist 
meeting and , declaring the Social- 
ists to be a greater danger than 
Hitler, it seemed fantastic to many 
tli at the same Communist parties 
would go baek to bowing and scrap- 
ing before Chiang-Kai-Shek and Le- 
on Blum. But in 1928, before the 
opportunist policy had been entire- 
ly replaced by third period lunacy, 
Trotsky was already warning that 
both the opportunism and the luna- 
cy were alternating phases of the 
degenerate Stalinist bureaucracy's 
false course of national-Bolshevism. 
To read this work now is to realize 
how clearly Trotsky grasped this 
fact, which has now been proven 
to the hilt by the Stalinist return 
to an even more emphatic opportun- 
ist course. 

(Continued on Page 4) 



demoralized, while all the neces- 
sary preparations are made for a 
decisive assault upon the revolu- 
tionary forces of the working class 
and the peasantry. 

Blum's Capitalist Program 
As there was not a shred of so- 
cialism in the "labor" governments 
in England, Germany, Belgium, etc., 
so there will be nothing "socialis- 
tic" about the future Blum govern- 
ment, a fact which Blum himself 
has openly avowed to the - mass 
meeting in the Salle Wagram, held 
in celebration of the "victory." 

"Reminding his hearers that the 
country had not given power to the 
Socialist Party but to the People's 
Front coalition, Blnm said; 'Oar 
program therefore is based on cap- 
italist society. Our task will be 
to extract from this social regime 
everything that it can still harbor 
of well-being and justice.*'* (John 
Elliot, N. Y. Tribune, May 10.) 

In these words of Blum we have 
the balance-sheet of the People's 
Front, its program and its "vic- 
tory": it is that of capitalism. All 
that IUnm is pledging himself to 
do as Premier Is to extract "every- 
thing" compatible with the "well- 
Iwimr and justice" obviously not of 
the working class but of the cap- 
italists on the basis of whose pro- 
gram Leon Blum and his associ- 
ates are preparing to assume power 
in June. 

Stalinists Revive Cartel Policy 

It ought to be noted that if Blum 
and Co. did not "assume power" up 
to now, it was thanks only to their 
fear of the effects of such a step 
upon the French working class. The 
furthest that the Socialist .leaders 
dared to venture In the sphere of 
parliamentary collaboration was to 
support the Radicals in power — 
this was known as the cartel policy, 
and is in all respects similar to the 
present policy of the French Stal- 
inists. Mi Hera nd, B viand, Laval, 
Paul Boneour and lesser fry who 
exploited tJ»e working class move- 
ment In order to carve out a min- 
isterial career for themselves, all 
had to resign from the Socialist 
Party on becoming ministers. 

Tho French Communist Party, 
from the very first day of its ex- 
istence, aimed Its heaviest blows 
against the cartel policy of the So- 
cialists. And, in point of fact, for 
months prior to the actual estab- 
lishment of the united" front be- 
tween the CP. and the S.P., the 
Stalinist leaders were seriously 
considering breaking off the cartel 
with the compromised party of the 
Radicals. 

As for participating in the same 
government with Herriot-Daladier, 
Blum, Faure, Aurlol and Co. actu- 
ally broke with the so-called Neos, 
a group of Socialist parliamentari- 
ans who saw the quintessence of 
socialist policy in participating in 
ministries. Most of these Neos, 
after the split, joined with Paul 
Boncour's "Socialist and Republican 
Union." In a few days Leon Blum 
will sit in the same ministry with 
perhaps the very same people whom 
he had voted to expel not so very 
long ago. It was all a very unfor- 
tunate misunderstanding! 

People's Front Program 

Fortunately, however, the French 
Stalinists intervened energetically 
and opportunely to reestablish the 
cartel on a "higher level." 

What sort of a "capitalist pro- 
gram" is the program on which 
Blum is accepting the premiership? 

In the sphere of domestic policy 
its outstanding demands are: (1) 
the disarming and the abolition of 
the Fascist leagues; (2) the aboli- 
tion of the private manufacture of 
arms (the nationalization of the 
armaments industry) ; (3) the con- 
trol and reorganization of the Bank 
of. France (the nationalization of 
the Bank of France) ; (4) the im- 
mediate abolition of Laval's eco- 
nomic decrees (which hit the civil 
service workers, the proletariat and 
the peasantry); (5) the mainten- 
ance of the "gold" franc ; (8) tax- 
ing of the rich. 

In the sphere of foreign policy, 
(Continued on Page 4} 
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Book Review 



By JACK TAYLOR 
"TROTSKYISM Is the van- 
guard of the counter-revolution- 
ary bourgeoisie. . . . That is why 
the attempts ol certain littera- 
'teurs* and 'historians' to smug- 
gle the disguised Trotskyite rub- 
btsh into otir literature must en- 
counter determined resistance 
from the Bolsheviks." — Joseph 
Stalin, Questions Concerning the 
History of Bolshevism. 1932. In- 
ternational Publishers. 
• • * 
"Determined resistance" does not 
and cannot dispose ol the real his- 
tory of the October Revolution and 
of the perspectives of the Bolshe- 
viks when they decided upon the 
seizure of power in 1917. From 
many sources and in many ways 
■ the Leninist interpretation of rev- 
olutionary events and perspectives 
of the October Revolution reach the 
surface. To label the Leninist in- 
terpretation of the revolutionary 
events and perspectives as "coun- 
ter-revolutionary Trotskyism" did 
not, as the documents show, prevent 
Stalin from taking the road of 
"counter-revolution" in his earlier 
interpretation of the revolutionary 
events. 
"Who Is Counter-Revolutionary? 
In 1932 Stalin asks: "Who gave 
the counter-revolutionary bourgeoi- 
sie its intellectual weapon against 
Bolshevism in the form of the thesis 
of the impossibility of building so- 
cialism in our country . . .?" In 
looking for the answer to this ques- 
tion, let us turn to page 48, Stalin s 
"The October Revolution." 

Says Stalin: "The fact of the 
matter is that the seizure of power 
by the proletariat occurred under 
peculiar conditions, domestic and 
foreign, which placed their imprint 
on the entire work of the party 
after it seized power. In the first 
place, Bussia is economically back- 
ward- it cannot of its own strength 
set aright the transport system, de- 
tcV>P industry and electrify tee 
urban and rural industries. . . . « 
Russia had as a neighbor a big. In- 
dustrially developed Soviet state or 
several Soviet states, it easily «o*U 
have established co-operation with 
sueh states on the basis of an ex- 
change of raw material for ma- 
chines and equipment. However 
so long as this is not so, Soviet 
Bussia and our party, ... are 
forced to Beet forms and means ol 
economic co-operation with hostile 
capitalist groups of the West m 
order to acquire the necessary 
technique pending the victory of 
the proletarian revolution in one 
or several industrial capitalist 
countries. . . . Falling these, there 
Is no use even thinking of serious 
economic construction, of electrify- 
ing the country." 

This was written in the early 
years of the Revolution, when ideas 
were still fresh in the minds of all, 
when the Stalin falsifiers did not 
yet find it possible to distort the 
perspectives of October. The above 
quotation is from an article by 
Stalin originally published in Prav- 
da, No. 190, August 28, 1921- 
"Socialism in One Country" 
As we see, the question of social- 
ism In one country was considered 
impossible, especially since "Rus- 
sia is economically backward." But 
we are anticipating a bit, for Stal- 
m in those days (1921) did not yet 
approach the question of socialism 
in one country. Stalin in those 
days clearly stated: "Russia can- 
not of Its own strength set aright 
the transport system." How far 
removed from Stalin's theory of 
Soviet Russia's economic self-suffi- 
ciency. According to Stalin, in 
1921, the economic resources of 
Russia did not permit the "setting 
aright" of the' transport system 
without economic collaboration 
with hostile capitalist groups of 
the 'West, "pending the victory of 
the proletarian revolution in one or 
several Industrial countries." 

How fresh and far removed from 
the reactionary theory of socialism 
in one country. But perhaps this 
was incidental due to "alien" in- 
fluence upon the mind of Stalin. 
Not so. For Stalin in those days 
considered it necessary to take into 
account the question of interna- 
tional economic cooperation on the 
"fraternal principle" between the 
"progressive^ (industrial) countries 
and the backward (fuel and raw 
material producing) countries (In 
place of the principle of robbery of 
the latter by the former'. This to 
precisely why an international pro- 
letarian revolution is needed. . . . 
However, in order to begin (at 
least begin!) instituting a correct 
world economy, the victory of the 
proletariat in at least a few ad- 
vanced countries is necessary. So 
long as this has not been achieved, 
our Party must seek circuitous 
paths of cooperating with capital- 
ist groups in the economic arena." 
(Joseph Stalin, The October Rev- 
olution— p. 49.) 

How far removed from the theo- 
ries of 'economic self-sufHciencT" 
and "socialism In one country." 
The earlier international perspec- 
tives of the Bolsheviks as indicated 
In the above quotations from Stalin 
are today taboo. Internationalism 
is labelled "counter-revolutionary 
ideology" and revolutionists are ex- 
iled and shot by Stalin's and Yago- 
da's G.P.U. for refusing to relin- 
quish the International traditions 
of Bolshevism. 

In his role of falsifier of the his- 
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the Little NRA 



tory of the Revolution Stalin says: 
"Trotsky, who was a relative new- 
comer in our Party In the period 
of October, did not and could not 
have played any special role In the 
party or in the October uprising." 
The same Trotsky whom the world 
knows as Lenin's collaborator and 
as the organizer of the insurrection 
of 1917 "did not and could not play 
any special role in the October up- 
rising." 

"Let us," says Stalin, "take the 
minutes of the meeting of the cen- 
tral committee, on October 18, 
1917 ... A practical center is elec- 
ted to take charge of organizing 
the uprising. Who Is elected to 
this center? Five were elected to 
it: Sverdlov, Stalin, Dzerzhinsky, 
Bubnov and Uritzky . . . Comrade 
Trotsky did not get on the practical 
center, which was called upon to 
lead the uprising. How can this 
be reconciled with the current no- 
tion about Comrade Trotsky's spe- 
cial role?" (Stalin's October Rev- 
olution, p. 71.) 

We are at liberty to ask the fal- 
sifiers of the history of the Revolu- 
tion how it is that Trotsky, who 
did not get on the "practical cen- 
ter" was able to "direct"— as Staliu 
says — " a u the practical work In 
connection with the organization of 
the uprising"? A truthful man 
need not fear saying two different 
things at two different times. Only 
falsifiers have the quality of con- 
tradicting themselves at every turn. 
For Stalin, you see, tells us on 
page 71 of the above mentioned 
work, that Trotsky "could not and 
did not play any special role in 
the October uprising," forgetting 
that on page 30 of the same work 
he tells us the exact opposite : "All 
practical work in connection with 
the organization of the uprising 
was done under the Immediate di- 
rection of Comrade Trotsky, the 
president of the Petrograd Soviet 
It can be stated with certainty that 
the party is indebted primarily and 
principally to Comrade Trotsky for 
the rapid going over of the garrison 
to the side of the Soviet and the 
efficient manner in which the work 
of the Military Revolutionary Com- 
mittee was organized." 

History will have its revenge! 
And when it does, Stalin's role of 
falsifier and grave-digger of the 
Revolution will meet the fate re- 
served for it by the onward march 
of the international proletariat. 
Already we hear the steady tread 
of the iron battalions of the Fourth 
International. 

Differences with Lenin 
By placing the mystic halo of 
infallibility upon the head of Lenin 
the falsifiers hoped to extend that 
infallibility to themselves. Infalli- 
bility does away with lots of "ex- 
plaining" about the differences be- 
tween Lenin and the October cen- 
tral committee. Since the central 
committee was infallible, and hence 
could make no mistakes, how could 
serious differences arise therefore 
between Lenin and the central 
committee on the question of the 
seizure of power? 

Speaking about the October days, 
Stalin says: "The question of the 
transfer of power to a new class 
becomes the burning question of 
the hour. . . . Were there any dif- 
ferences of opinion within our party 
at that time? Yes, there were. 
But they were exculsively of a 
practical nature. . . ." (Stalin's 
October Revolution, p. 79.) Only 
slight differences "of a practical 
nature" ; nothing political involved ; 
so says Stalin. And some of us 
wonder: what are the falsifiers 
trying to hide now? .What is Stalin 
trying to hide? 

Behind "infallibility" Stalin 
tries to hide his own opposition to 
Lenin in the October days. Stalin 
attempts here to hide his own sa- 
botage of Lenin's directives to the 
central committee in the October 
daya For proof let us turn to 
Lenin: "To refrain from seizing 
power at present, to 'wait,' to 
'chatter' in the Central Committee 
. means to ruin the revolution. 
. Seeing that the Central Com- 
mittee has left even without an an- 
swer my writing insisting on such 
a policy since the beginning of the 
Democratic Conference, that the 
Central Organ (Stalin was editor— 
J.T.) is deleting from my articles 
references to such glaring errors 
of the Bolsheviks as the shameful 
decision to participate in the pre- 
parllament, as giving seats to the 
Mensheviks in the Presidium of the 
Soviets, etc., etc., — seeing all that, 
I am compelled to recognize here 
a 'gentle' hint as to the unwilling- 
ness of the Central Committee even 
to consider this question (seizure 
of power— J.T.), a gentle hint at 
gagging me and at suggesting that 
I retire. ... I am compelled to 
tender my resignation from the 
Central Committee, which I hereby 
do. . . ." 

Crystal clear I Lenin wanted to 
resign from the Central Committee 
because it tended to "refrain from 
seizing the power" and because the 
central organ of the party, with 
Stalin as editor, "deleted" and de- 
layed the publication of Lenin's di- 
rectives to the party In connection 
with the seizure of power. 

How devastating to Stalin! To 
continue to exist politically It be- 
came necessary to falsify the his- 
tory of the Russian Revolution. To 
usurp the power it feecaroe neces- 
sary to slander and to persecute 
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the death of the GutTey Bill. They 
point to the Supreme Court as the 
sole culprit and ignore the role of 
Roosevelt and Congress as accom- 
plices In the crime. 

The Triple Play 
Thus the Guffey Bill was put out 
the result of a triple play be- 
tween the President, Congress, and 
the Supreme Court. Rarely has 
there been a clearer case of the 
manner In which the executive, leg- 
islative, and judicial arms of the 
government work together to de- 
ceive the workers and deprive them 
of their demands. What the gov- 
ernment appears to give the work- 
ers with its left hand, it takes away 
with its right. Roosevelt proposes, 
Congress enacts, and the Supreme 
Court disposes. 

The American system of bour- 
geois democracy must operate in 
this fashion. The President and 
Congress, being elected officials, are 
compelled to yield now and then to 
the pressure of the masses and con- 
cede part of their demands. They 
act as a buffer between the rulers 
and the ruled. The Supreme Court, 
appointed for life and practically 
jrremoveable, can turn a completely 
deaf ear to popular clamor. They 
need listen only to their master's 
voice. 

What Now! 
The lesson to be drawn from this 
decision of the Supreme Court is 
so clear that even William Green, 
with rare flash of class-conscious- 
ness resembling the last flicker of 
consciousness in the brain of a dy- 
ing man, could not miss it "After 
all," he said, "we must rely on our 
own economic strength. If we can- 
not enact legislation of this kind in 
an orderly way, we will irresistibly 
be drawn to use our economic pow- 
er; that can be done only through 
complete and thorough organiza- 
tion; the more thorough and com- 
plete it is the greater will be our 
economic power." 

Green does not of course intend 
these words to be taken seriously, 
but he inadvertently hit upon the 
right note. Only through their or 
ganlzatlon and militant action, and 
not by reliance upon the bounty of 
the capitalist state, will the miners 
be able to obtain their demands! — 
and to keep them. 

The soft-coal industry is a dying 
industry. Other sources of power 
are steadily cutting into its market. 
The history of the English coal 
mining industry shows that no 
amount of regulation or state sub- 
sidy can save it from continued de- 
cline. The manifold social prob- 
lems that arise in the lives of the 
miners out of the decay of the coal 
industry can only be solved under 
Socialism. 

Meanwhile, the bituminous miners 
can prevent the operators from 
relegating them to the scrapheap 
and from reducing their wages to 
starvation levels only by the strong- 
est organization and the most unre- 
mitting struggle. The half-million 
miners in the U.M.W.A already 
have enough combined strength to 
enforce their demands upon the 
operators in most fields. They need 
only a correct class struggle policy 
and a progressive leadership. 
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and dues of twenty-five cents per 
month. 

The next is "The Rubber Club," 
an organization "made up of per- 
sons In all walks of life and - . . 
Interested primarily in promoting 
civic welfare." The organization, 
with a fine spirit of thoughtfulness 
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Board members, to lead them in the 
fight. 
121 Million Declared Imperative 

The conference then got down to 
business, adopting various resolu- 
tions affecting the conditions of the 
workers, to be brought before the 
legislature. A relief appropriation 
o£ $121,000,000 as against the 
$70,000,000 figure proposed by the 
Democrats under Governor Earle 
and the $43,000,000 proposed by the 
Republicans was declared to be ab- 
solutely Imperative, on the basis of 
the cut-to-the-bone budget of 64 
cents per person per day, to tide the 
unemployed over until the begin- 
ning of next year. The conference 
unanimously recommended this fig- 
ure as an air- tight minimum to the 
governor and the legislature. The 
presiding committee was instructed 
to interview the governor and to 
demand spokesmen before the legis- 
lature, to present the case for the 
organized unemployed. Committees 
were also elected to present griev- 
ances to the State Emergency Re- 
lief Board and to the state WPA 
administration. 

All the delegates-— men, women 
and children— were housed and fed 
at the expense of the government 
during their entire three days' siege. 
The impressive turn-out and the 
serious conduct of the conference 
had forced the hand; of the admin- 
istration. 

Committee Interviews Earle 

On Monday afternoon, the presid- 
ing committee was received by Gov- 
ernor Earle for «n audience. David 
Lasser, John Muldowney, Sam Gor- 
don, Charles Spencer and a Negro 
woman delegate from Philadelphia, 
Margaret Johnson, argued the case 
of the unemployed before the chief 
executive for more than two hours. 
The governor was very generous 
with his typically vague promises 
and his hypocritical assurances of 
concern over the plight of the Job- 
less in his state, but would not 
make any definite commitments. Be- 
neath the thin veneer of his Roose- 
veltian liberalism penetrated a sight 
strongly indicative of the real lean- 
ings of this latter-day "friend of 
the peepul." Side by side with a 
portrait of F. D., there was dis- 
played on his mantlepiece, an auto- 
graphed picture of none other than 
Engelbert Dollfuss, the butcher of 
the Austrian workers! 

Upon a challenge from delegate 
Gordon, that the $70,000,000 figure 
was woefully insufficient and was 
not based upon the actual needs of 
the unemployed, the organizations 
of the jobless never having been 
consulted as to their estimates 
which were based on actual contact 
with the workers' needs, Mr. Earle 
in a flurry of excitement offered the 
WAA delegation a representative on 
his public committee *on unemploy- 
ment. The delegation finally ex- 
tracted a promise from him that 
he would not use the state troopers 
to molest the demonstrators in any 
way in the mass meeting they 
planned at the state house in the 
evening. 

Crowd Swarms Legislature 

At 6:30 the huge delegation lined, 
up in front of the Farm Show 
Building and, headed by the officers 
paraded through the streets of 
Harrisburg down to the state house. 
Lester Heckman, of Allentown, pre- 
sided over the open air demonstra- 
tion that was staged there and at 
which David Lasser and numerous 
other speakers addressed the crowd 
which had by then swelled to sev- 
eral thousand. A spokesman for 
the presiding committee rose on 
the improvised platform to inform 
the gathering that both houses of 
the legislature had been petitioned 
to hold a joint session and to hear 
the leaders of the WAA. He an- 
nounced that both bouses had 
agreed to snbnflt to tiie rwricoi saS 
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This book Is no abstract thesis 
on the impossibility of socialism in 
one country. It is, rather, a richly 
concrete history of the Communist 
movement both Inside and outside 
Russia from 1923 to 1928. In order 
to illumine his criticism of Stalin- 
Bukharin's draft programme for 
the Cominteru, then about to be 

submitted" and adopted by the 
Sixth Congress of the C.I. in 192S, 
Trotsky found it necessary to tell 
the story of the major events of the 
years since Lenin died. The story 
of the circumstances surrounding 
the failure to make the German 
revolution in 1923; the tale of the 
preposterous Peasant International 
created by Stalin and which disap- 
peared without even an obituary; 
the American Farmer-Labor party 
fiasco of 1924 ; the Stalinist alliance 
with the British trade union bur- 
eaucracy — Purcell and Cook were 
going to defend the Soviet Union 
but instead the prestige of the So- 
viet Union covered Purcell and 
Cook's betrayal of the British Gen- 
eral Strike; the development of the 
Stalinist bureaucracy, leaning for 
support on the backward peasantry 
—all this is clearly sketched. Tbe 
forty pages of explanatory notes 
round out the historical detail so 
that a newcomer to the revolution- 
ary movement can follow the argu- 
ment understanding^. 

Special mention must be made of 
the "Summary and Perspectives of 
the Chinese Revolution" which, to- 
gether with the explanatory histor- 
ical notes, provides the reader with 
a succinct introduction to the whole 
history of the Chinese movement 
from 1923 to the present time. 

The general features of the his- 
tory of the Communist Interna- 
tional since 1926 are given in Max 
Shachtman's fifty-page introduction, 
so that this 400 page book can serve 
as an introduction to the history of 
the Comintern up to the present 
time. Indeed, until the further vol- 
umes of this series of "Selected 
Works of Leon Trotsky" are pub- 
lished, this first volume will remain 
the best study of the Communist 
movement that has yet appeared. 
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the sit-downs, and three days ago 
addressed a plea to the United 
■Rubber workers of America to "re- 
turn to the principles of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor for col- 
lective bargaining through accred- 
ited representatives and to end 
mass bargaining and intimidation." 

The last organization — at least, 
at the Instant of writing— is a "re- 
creation" club designed to make 
men out of red apple boys and to 
beat up trade unionists, who re- 
putedly too often do not rely on 
formal logic in reasoning with com- 
pany union members. 

In the meanwhile production in 
the rubber industry is slackening 
off;, the rubber plants have already 
begun to lay off men. Tension in 
the plants is acute. In an effort to 
lessen it the Firestone local Is pre- 
senting the company with a plan 
for spreading the work. Should this 
be refused, or even should It be ac- 
cepted, no one would dare predict 
when a new storm will break. 



and to hound the "organizer of tbe 
October insurrection" and those 
revolutionists who refuse to relln- 
guish the revolutionary traditions 
of Bolshevism, 

But the truth will out ! Already 
do the Stalinists find it difficult to 
stuff tbe cracks. Here and there 
the real history of October seeps 
out Some of the pages of Stalin's 
"October Revolution," when they 
reach the contradiction point, sim- 
ply reek with "counter-revolution- 
ary Trotskyism"! 



masse into the galleries. 

Lieutenant Governor Thomas 
Kennedy opened the joint session 
shortly thereafter and called upon 
John Muldowney, the chairman of 
the delegation, to introduce the 
spokesmen. Muldowney warned the 
legislators that unless they provid- 
ed for adequate relief, unemployed 
steel workers and silk workers 
would follow the example of the 
unemployed miners and start up 
bootleg steel mills and silk mills 
just as the coal-diggers had started 
up bootleg mines. 

Demands 6 Billion Appropriation 

He was followed by Charles Sand- 
wick. Sandwlck urged the repre- 
sentatives and Senators to memor- 
ialize congress for the passage of 
the Marcantonlo Relief Standards 
Bill, which provides for a $6,000,- 
000,000 appropriation to aid in sub- 
sidizing state relief and WPA agen- 
cies. Sandwick gave some telling 
arguments for this measure from 
the experience of the unemployed 
in the state. 

Margaret Johnson, a young Negress 
from Philadelphia, told the joint 
session of the tremendous suffering, 
the discrimination and the intoler- 
ance which the workers and the 
unemployed of her race were sub- 
jected to and warned the legisla- 
tors that the Negro people of the 
state were watching their action 
alertly, and that they would draw 
their conclusions soon enough. 

Sam Gordon, the secretary of the 
delegation, startled the fat-bellied 
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H. D. Mitchell, Executive Secretary, 
Box 5sl5, Memphis, Tenn. 



There can be no doubt that once 
this strike gets under way, lynch 
iaw and mob violence will become 
a daily routine of the planters to 
crush the Sharecroppers. This ter- 
ror will be organized in the bailli- 
wick and with the connivance of 
Joseph P. Robinson, Roosevelt's 
whip in the Senate. A significant 
commentary indeed on the policy 
of Lewis, Green, Dubinsky, et al 
who support Roosevelt because of 
his liberalism! And also, by the 
way, on the Daily Worker, which 
ascribes all of Roosevelt's reaction- 
ary moves to "pressure from Wall 
Street" ! 



Senators and representatives with a 
cutting remark that "boondoggling" 
was hard work compared to the in- 
sipid conduct of which they were 
guilty In their so-called work. 
Speaking over their heads to the 
gallery, he hailed the example of 
the Allentown WPA strikers last 
month, who, disgusted with the an- 
tics of the capitalist parties had 
marched down to the courthouse in 
a body from their picketlines to 
register Socialist. He warned that 
unless they took immediate action 
to break the legislative deadlock 
that was threatening the unem- 
ployed with starvation, thousands 
more would be called into the cap- 
ital. 

David Lasser, speaking for the 
national organization of the Work- 
ers Alliance, wound up the presen- 
tation with a picture of WAA ac- 
tions In Illinois, Wisconsin, New 
Jersey and St Louis, assuring the 
politicians that the national organ- 
ization was wholeheartedly behind 
this Pennsylvania demonstration 
and that the WAA would back the 
unemploped of the state to the limit 
in their fight for adequate relief 
and against their criminal petty 
politics. 

The session was concluded amidst 
a volley of cheers from the unem- 
ployed, who filled the gallery to the 
rafters. 



The next day both the house and 
the senate voted for an Immediate 
appropriation of $3,300,000 to pre- 
vent the shutting off of relief, be- 
fore continuing their debate on the 
larger figure for the balance of the 
year. 

The delegates returned to their 
homes inspired by their achievement 
but conscious of the fact that mass 
action was needed more than ever 
to provide adequate relief. They 
pledged their determination to con- 
tinue rallying the masses of Jobless 
back home and to prepare them foe 
emergency action. 

Steps are now under way to set 
up a state organization of the un- 
employed units affiliated with the 
national office of the Workers Alli- 
ance. 



BARTOW, Fla., May 17— The first 
smear of whitewash was applied 
to the Tampa floggings Saturday 
when Judge Robert T. Dewell or- 
dered the acquittal of R. G.'Titts- 
worth.former chief of police, and 
Robert Chappell "for lack of evi- 
dence" and threw out three of the 
four counts in the information. 

The defense motion for a directed 
verdict of not guilty for the other 
five defendants, made by Pat Whl- 
taker immediately after the state 
rested Tuesday, was dented. 

The counts knocked out by the 
judge are conspiracy to Imprison 
falsely, false imprisonment and 
conspiracy to kidnap. The charge 
of kidnaping Eugene F. Poulnot, 
Chairman of the Florida Workers 
Alliance, remains. 

The defense is not expected to 
take more than two days to present 
its side. The case will probably 
go to the jury this week. 

Tbe indictments against Chappell 
as a principal and Titts worth as an 
accessory in the false imprisonment 
and kidnaping of Dr. Sam J . Rogers 
and in the second degree murder 
of Joseph A. Shoemaker, still stand. 

The freeing of Tittsworth, who 
was on trial as accessory after the 
fact, followed Judge Dewell's -re- 
fusal to admit damaging testimony 
against the former police chief and 
was in the face of vital evidence 
that had been admitted earlier In 
the trial. 

"Shirking His Duty" 

Whitaker, dnring the course of 
the two-day-argument on his mo- 
tion, contended that the information 
was "fatally defective" because it 
failed to specify secret intent as 
provided in the Florida statute on 
which the charges were based. 

The Information was drawn by 
Hillsborough County Solicitor C. 
Jay Hardee whose removal was re- 
commended recently by a grand 
jury on the grounds that he Is using 
bling ring and "is guilty of shirking 
his duty" in the flogging cases. 

Hardee was chief assistant to 
State Attorney J. Rex Farrior dur- 
ing the preparation of the case and 
during the unsuccessful attempt to 
obtain a jury in Hillsborough Coun- 
ty. From the beginning, however, 
he has been regarded unfriendly to 
the prosecution. 

The alleged defectiveness of Har- 
dee's information need not be as- 
cribed to ignorance or accident. 
Faulty informations which are 
thrown out by the trial judge are 
a standard device used here to pro- 
tect paying or powerful criminals 
and at tbe same time permit the 
prosecuting attorney to go through 
the motions and avoid' criticism. 

Governor Dave Sholtzi has ret- 
fused to act on the 17 specific grand 
jury accusations against Hardee un- 
der the general charge "incompet- 
ency, malfeasance and misfeasance 
in office and neglect of duty." He 
has announced he will "let the peo- 
ple decide" through the Democratic 
primary elections in which Hardee 
is running for renomination. 
State Often Overrated 

The state spent its last week in 
a futile effort to get before the jury 
some vital testimony against Titts- 
worth. Whitaker made long fre- 
quent and impassioned objections to 
admitting this evidence. The court 
sustained him on the ground that 
"no sufficient overt act" had been 
established as to Tittsworth. 

The testimony ruled out included 
conversations held by Tittsworth 
with Matt C. Beasley, assistant 
chief of detectives, and H. L. Rus- 
sell, a former policeman. 

Beasley testified that Tittsworth 
had tried to get him to say that he 
had received a telephone call which 
led him tc order defendent Smitty 
Brown and his men to raid the 
meeting of Modern Democrats at 
the Herald home. 

Russell testified that when he 
told Tittsworth that he was with- 
holding the truth from the state 
attorney and was afraid of getting 
into trouble, his chief told him that 
he could not help him if he changed 
his story and advised him to "stick 
to" his original lies. 

Refuses to Testify 

One of the state's last witnesses 
was Manuel Menendez, Tittsworth's 
former stenographer who is also 
under indictment as accessory after 
the faet but against whom charges 
have not yet been pressed. On 
iWhitaker's advice, Menendez de- 
clined to testify because he might 
have incriminated himself. Judge 
Dewell did not even allow Menen- 
dez's refusal to testify be made be- 
fore the jury. 

The fact that such testimony 
against Tittsworth was Inadmissible 
because "no sufficient overt act" 
had been established was apparently 
an afterthought with Judge Dewell. 
He had already permitted much 
damaging evidence against Titts- 



worth to get before the jury over 
Whitaker' s objections. 

He allowed W. D. Bush, chief of 
detectives, to testify that when he 
told Tittsworth what he knew 
about police participation in the 
kidnaping, Tittsworth "Mowed up, 
told me not to let it get to the 
Mayor and that was the end of It 
right there." 

The judge also permitted Lieut. 
J. L. Eddings to tell the jury that 
Tittsworth had assured htm that 
he did not think Poulnot and Rog- 
ers had been flogged and if they 
had, "it was probably no more than 
they deserved anyway." 

The jury also heard a series of 
witneses tell how the badge number 
of defendant John P. Bridges was 
changed from 39 to 140 after Titts- 
worth had learned that the state 
attorney had evidence that a police- 
man answering Bridge's descrip- 
tion and wearing badge number 38 
was involved in the kidnaping. 

Other policemen testified that, 
although Tittsworth knew they were 
on duty the night of the kidnaping, 
they had never been questioned by 
him about what they saw or knew. 
The Bull's Hunch 

In the meantime, the testimony 
revealed, Tittsworth was writing a 
letter to Mayor Chaneey in which 
he exonerated the police and sug- 
gested that Poulnot and Rogers 
themselves murdered Shoemaker 
and also making a public statement 
declaring that his "own investiga- 
tion" had "conclusively established" 
that the police were innocent. 

Tittsworth's aquittal in the face 
of this mass of evidence indicates 
that, as one of the "higher ups," he 
testimony had revealed that Smitty 
received special protection. The 
Brown, ex-traffic sergeant who led 
"the boys" in the raid, was Titts- 
worth's pet in the department. 

Police witnesses also testified that 
traffic cops had never before made 
any raids ond that it was unusual 
for them to be in the police station 
at all on a busy Saturday night 
when traffic is heaviest The raid 
occurred on a Saturday night. 

Obviously the arrests and the kid- 
naping were not Smitty Brown's 
own idea. Tampa Is now" asked to 
believe that Tittsworth— Brown's 
boss and mentor — did not kuow what 
his protege was up to. 

The state closed Its case after 
four weeks of testimony by 34 wit- 
nesses without once touching the 
question : "Who ordered this whole 
thing done?" 

The state's evidence against all 
defendants except Chappell is over- 
whelming. Even Chappell, who wa3 
freed with Tittsworth, was ident- 
ified among those who arrived at 
tbe police station with the arrested 
Modern Democrats and among the 
men standing outside while Poulnot 
was being kidnaped. 

But these defendants, with the 
exception of Tittsworth, are small 
fry. Behind them are the citrus 
growers with their machine guns 
and barbed wire, the phosphate cor- 
porations and their convenient, 
water-filled pits, the shipping mag- 
gantes and their stool-pigeons, , the- 
crooked politicians and their gam- 
bling gunmen. 
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WORKERS!; 

Protect Yourselves Against the 
Hazards of Life. Join the 

WORKMEN'S SICK AND 
DEATH BENEFIT FUND 

OF THE V. S. 
1884-1935 

Organized, managed by and 
for workers with only ono 
purpose: to render protection 
to members and their families, 
and to support all endeavors 
and struggles for the improve- 
ment of toilers. 

About 60,000 members or- 
ganized in 350 branches. Re- 
serves 53,400,000. 

Death benefit graded accord- 
ing to age at entry. Sick bene- 
fit payments from $225 to ?900 
— to men and women, accord- 
ing to classes; 

Monthly assessments from 
45c to 52.10. 

For further information ap- 
ply to Main Office: 

714 Seneca Ave., BTdyn, N. Y. 
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LUMEN CAMP COOPERATIVE 

ftiveryale, N. J. 
OPENING MAY 30 



Round Trip $ .75 

TENNIS 



Modern Facilities 
SHOWERS 



SWIMMING 

Band and Entertainment Every Saturday 

$14 a Week $12 for Members 

For Information Call Labor Bookshop 

U East 12th Street STuy. 94567 
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France -the Last Week Before the War 



By A. Rosmer 



The last week of July 1914 was 
tie last week of peace, the last 
week also of an era In the life and 
the history of Europe and of the 
world. 

The ultimatum of the Austro- 
Hungarlan Government was served 
on Serbia on Friday, July 24. Tiie 
French newspapers published it 
and commented on it the next day, 
Saturday the 25th. The Bataille 
Syndicaliste (organ of the C.G.T.— 
Ed.) gave it the importance that 
it deserved; a three-column spread 
announced: "The ultimatum of Aus- 
tria to Serbia. The Viennese Gov- 
ernment wants to impose humiliat- 
ing conditions on Belgrade. If Ser- 
bia refuses, it means war, and 
then. . . ." The article stressed 
the gravity of this new piiase of the 
conflict and emphasized the inevit- 
able character of the European 
complications which would, follow. 
It drew no conclusions. 

In the same edition a prominent 
position was given to the "Russian 
strikes" under the heading: "The 
riots continue. Repression has be- 
gun." 

The next day's edition, Sunday, 
July 28, was of paramount impor- 
tance; it provided the conclusions 
which were missing from the ar- 
ticle of the day before and provided 
them in the name of the C.G.T. 
(The trade union federation — Ed.). 

First a boxed head over the first 
two columns under the caption; 

"WE DON'T WANT WAR" 

and the text: 

"The decisions of the federal 
congress on the attitude of the 
working class in case of war be- 
come operative at the moment war 
is declared. 

". . . In such a case the declara- 
tion of war should be the signal for. 
every -worker to immediately stop 
work. 

"... To every declaration of war 
the workers should immediately 
reply with a revolutionary general 
strike." 

(Extract from the resolution 
adopted by the Special Confer- 
ence of Central Labor Unions 
and Federations, Oct 1, 1911.) 

Youth Against War 

During this last part of the .month 
of July when the war danger sud- 
denly reappeared, the Jeunesses 
Syndicalistes decided to call their 
members" once more to demonstrate 
against the military parades of 
Saturday the 25th. In the morning 
Bataille Syndicalist* published their 
appeal and in the evening there 
were more demonstrations. The 
Bataille Syndicaliste reported them 
as follows on Sunday : 

"THE MILITARY PARADES 
PROVOKE INCD3ENTS 

"Cries of Down with Wart 

"The military maneuvers pro- 
voked incidents last evening to 
which the present situation gave an 
especial importance. 

"Alter a year's truce, the Jeun- 
esses Syndicalistes have called on 
their members to demonstrate when 
the military parades passed over 
to the right bank. 

"On one side the shouts were 
raised: Long live the Republic! 
Long live Caillaux! Down with 
war! Down with the three years 
military service! On the other: 
Long live the army! After the 
demonstration, the Jeunesses Syn- 
dicalistes, reinforced by numerous 
spectators, demonstrated on the 
Boulevards." 

But during Sunday, other demon- 
strators, several thousand in num- 
ber, marched along the Boulevards 
shouting: "Long live the army! 
Long live the .War ! . On to Berlin ! 
On to Berlin!" The Seine Trade 
Union Federation, and the Bataille 
Syndicaliste decided to reply im- 
mediately. They called on the 
Parisian workers to come out on 
the streets in their turn and as- 
semble before the offices of Matin, 
a newspaper especially hated by 
the workers and the one which at 
that time most cynically pushed on 
toward war. The Bataille Syndi- 
caliste renewed the appeal in a 
special edition printed during the 
afternoon and sold by newsboys in 
the working class sections of the 
city after 5 P.M. : 
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"And that is what the bandits on 
the Boulevards have been hailing 
for the last two days. 

"And that, mind you, solely be- 
cause some Serbian peasants and 
some Austrian soldiers are quarrel- 
ling and will come to grips. 

"So! ■ Unless we are either crazy 
or corrupt; unless we want to see 
our country throw itself in a few 
hours into the worst imaginable ad- 
venture; if, comrade, you do not 
want to be torn from the arms of 
your family to be led Into the East 
to the firing line, the people of Paris 
must be immediately aroused. This 
is an emergency. If these criminal 
fools, who cry: 'Long live war!' 
are not silenced this very evening 
then the end has come. 
"Tomorrow We Will be Mobilized! 

"It is the duty of all our readers, 
of all our friends, of all the trade 
unionists of Paris, of all the friends 
of peace to come: 

"This Evening After 9 o'Clock 
on the main streets opposite the 
offices of Matin. 

"And everyone shouting, 'Down 
with War!* 

"Belleville, Menilmontant, St 
Antoine, Montparnasse, remember 
your heroic traditions. Let the 
streaming masses from the fau- 
bourgs flood the centers of the city 
and submerge these imbecile and 
jingo provocations. 

"That is our only hope of peace. 
That is our only salvation. 

"That is our last hope of avoiding 
the catastrophe; let us save our- 
selves while there is still time. 

"Time presses. 

"Until this evening! 

"— Bataille Syndicalist©." 

Finally the District Committee 
was convoked for the next Thurs- 
day: 

"Meeting of the District Com- 
mittee, joint meeting of both sec- 
tions, Thursday, July 30, 9 P.M. 33 
Rue la Grange aux Belles. Agenda : 
the international situation. 

"(signed) Jouhaux, Sec'y." 

The Violence of 
* Democracy** 



INTRODUCTION 



<s>- 



**\ 



"ANSWER THE JINGOES 

"On to the Streets Tonight 

"Everything isn't settled yet; the 
die is not yet cast; but as things 
are now, only a blunder or a rash 
move is needed to precipitate the 
catastrophe. 

". . . War ... is the unleashing 
of every hideous instinct, the blood- 
iest, vilest and basest instincts. Re- 
read the reports of the correspon- 
dents on the atrocities committed in 
the course of the last Balkan war. 
Remember the women raped and 
disembowelled, the old men and 
children mutilated, their fingers and 
ears cut off, their eyes gouged oat, 
villages burned and the piles of de- 
composing corpses abandoned in the 
open to the flies and vultures! , 

"Those corpses, tomorrow, it will 
be you! 

"Those women, those children, 
those old men, tomorrow they will 
be yours! 

"That is wart 



These appeals were heard. From 
9 o'clock until midnight that Monday 
an enormous crowd flowed cease- 
lessly through the Boulevards. Ex- 
traordinary numbers of police were 
mobilized; the tactic of the chief 
of police was to protect the offices 
of Matin (in anticipation of a work- 
ing class assault, a hundred police 
agents had been stationed inside 
the "red house"), and, by police 
cordons, established in each of the 
streets leading to the Boulevards, 
to prevent the formation of a single 
mass demonstration by checking the 
flow of new arrivals. But the work- 
ers who came from the faubourgs 
into the centers of the city were so 
numerous that the tactics of the 
police produced unexpected re- 
sults : there were soon as many 
demonstrations as there were 
streets. The violence and brutality 
of the police could not dampen the 
fighting spirit of these crowds; all 
evening the cry of "down with 
war!" resounded from the Opera to 
the Place de la Republique. The 
following lines summed up the re- 
port — an accurate report by a cer- 
tain J— which the BataiUe Syndical- 
iste gave of the demonstration: 
"The government officials? Ah ! the 
great apostles of democracy ! They 
were pacifists at election time. Yes- 
terday they opposed to Paris' will 
for peace the sabres of the police 
and the guns of the Gardes Mobiles. 
It was their first step toward war. 
Yes, they are mobilizing, but mobil- 
izing the police against the work- 
ers. . . . Their first victory. . . . No, 
they were not victorious." 

Most of the Tuesday, July 28 is- 
sue was devoted to this demonstra- 
tion. The front page bore the 
streamer: "The People Rise Up 
Against the War." 

Then a four-column head: 



CONFUSION has its roots in ignorance, and the 
widespread confusion of the present day on the 
burning problem of war is in large measure due to 
ignorance not only of revolutionary policy but of the 
past. This condition can be principally traced to 
the studied, sedulous, systematic dissemination of 
false information and interpretation by the social- 
patriots. A disoriented working class, nurtured on 
lies. Is pliant material for the militarists in time of 
war. To create such a condition is the special job 
o£ social patriotism. 

What is the lesson of the World War? To read 
or listen to the Stalinists, reformists or pacifists one 
would gather that it was a terrible calamity, destroy- 
ing wealth, body and soul, and that is all. That the 
World War shattered besides material treasures and 
the lives of millions of human beings, the policies of 
the leading circle of the working class movement, is 
carefully avoided in their press and literature. Why? 
Because these very same policies, with differences 
only in degree and emphasis, are being practiced and 
advocated in the labor movement today. Disaster for 
the working class followed in the wake of these pol- 
icies In 1914-1918; blindfolded, it was led to the im- 
perialist slaughter, while at home the iron heel of 
capitalist dictatorship made a mockery of the shib- 
boleths they were dying for on the battlefields. Cer- 
tain as death ItselC the same policies today, will lead 
to the same tragic results. 

The imminence of another war, no longer consid- 
ered even by the skeptical as a fantastic prediction 
of panic-mongers, makes it imperative that we, the 
revolutionists, the class-conscious workers, study and 
assimilate the real lessons of the first World Wax — 
Imperative if we are not to be caught unawares, with 
the war coming as an unexpected shock. For this 
reason we are devoting nn entire page of the NEW 
MILITANT to a chapter of Alfred Rosmer's invalu- 
able book, recently published in France, Le Mouve- 
ment Onvrier Pendant la Gem-re— De 1'Unlon Sacree a 
Zlmmerwald (The Workers' Movement during the 
War— From Civil Peace to Zimmerwald). This chap- 



ter dealing with the last week before the war in 1 
France, describes in detail the reaction of the trade 
union movement to the problems raised by the war 
crisis. In it we note the gradual but perceptible 
metamorphosis of the outstanding leaders, some of 
whom, like Jouhaux are still at the head of the trade 
unions of France and still advocating the same pol- 
icies. 

Beginning with loud pacifist pronuneiamentos, 
with threats of general strike, with telegrams of in- 
ternational solidarity and even the organization of 
huge anti-war demonstrations, their position begins 
to veer the moment war is unleashed. The call for a 
general strike is forgotten, and how else could it be, 
as the leaders begin to explain : ".We have done every- 
thing in onr power . . ." then a complaint against the 
working class "for not understanding Its duty" and 
finally the acceptance of the war as an accomplished 
fact: "It is odious, it Is atrocious, it is unbelievable 
. . . but it Is. . . ." iWiKu this, the treacherous leaders 
wash their hands of all struggle against war, nay 
more, they join in the struggle for the victory of the 
capitalist fatherland they inveighed against In vague 
rhetorical flourishes the day before. But the ground 
is even then tested cautiously through a patriotic 
remark at the Emperor Franz-Josef. From this point 
on the social patriots grow bolder. The working class 
is exhorted to "leave for the front without bitter- 
ness," to die not for their capitalist fatherland but 
for fhe "revolution" (Modern version: democracy, the 
Soviet Union). The outstanding trade union leader 
enters the unholy coalition of class peace and ad- 
vises the capitalist class as to how to induce passivity 
and quiet in the working class and how to profit most 
from the imperialist war. 

Rosmer's book deals only with the French labor 
movement, but it can be applied almost in detail to 
those of almost every other country before and during 
the fatal years of 1914-191S. Above all, it can and 
must be applied today. The events of the last world 
.war must become an integral part of the revolution- 
ary arsenal. Only by learning the errors and crimes 
of yesterday can we be strong today and tomorrow. 
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"PARIS WANTS NO SLAUGHTER 

"It proved it yesterday evening. 
There were demonstrations every- 
where yesterday evening In the 
teeming sections of Paris. The great 
boulevards were jammed. Officiate 
and jingoes were warned. The po- 
lice charged violently against the 
demonstrators who shouted: Long 
live peaee! Down with warl" 

The report was preceded by an 
article entitled : "First notice," 
whose importance was indicated by 
the signature of the Bureau of the 
C.G.T. and the Union des Syndicats. 
The following is the text: 

"Yesterday morning the Bataille 
Syndicaliste in its own name and 
in the name of trade union organ- 
izations called upon the people of 
Paris to demonstrate the same eve- 
ning against the threat of war. A 
special edition appearing at five 
o'clock repeated the urgent appeal 
of the morning. 

"And yesterday evening at eight 
o'clock up to the time of this writ- 
ing, despite the police, one hundred 
thousand, two hundred thousand, — 
who can estimate such a crowd? — 
of the workers of Paris demonstrat- 
ed on the great boulevards with 
constant shouts of: Down with 
war! Long live peace! 

". . . This Is the first warning 
given to the rulers of France who 
from now on are Informed of the 



sentiments of the people of Paris — 
which do not differ in any way from 
the sentiment of the people in gen- 
eral—on the possible war. 

"This warning will be immediate- 
ly followed by another. Tomorrow 
the same people will march through 
the two halls in the Wagram, be- 
cause both halls are too small to 
hold them. 

"This time they will again indi- 
cate their unshakeable determina- 
tion to put into practice the deci- 
sions of the Trade Union Congress 
on war. They will show that they 
are ready for any sacrifice to main- 
tain peace, making common cause 
with the proletariat of Germany, 
England, Italy, and elsewhere. 

''If on the morrow the rulers are 
insane enough to ignore the people's 
wiil they will be preparing a cruel 
tomorrow for themselves. 

"From now on war Is impossible, 
the people will not permit it! 

"Our second demonstration to- 
morrow evening at Wagram will 
prove it!" 

The meeting referred to In this 
article was announced further on 
in a box: 

"A MONSTER MASS MEETING 
"General Confederation of Labor 
"Trade Unions of the Seine Dist. 
"To the 'WorkeTs: 

"As the elements are unleashed, 
events surge on, the possibility of 
war becomes clear. . . . 

"Shall we allow this abominable 
crime to take place, without having 
made heard our protest and with- 
out having done everything to pre- 
vent it? 

"Already our central organiza- 
tions have appealed to the trade 
unions to observe the decisions of 
the Federal Congress. 

"We will comment on these deci- 
sions and we will describe their ap- 
plication in a 

Monster Meeting 

which will be held on Wednesday, 

July 29, at 8:30 P.M., at Wagram 

Hall, Wagram Avenue. 

"Speakers : 

"Jouhaux, Dumoulin, Yvetot (C 

G.T.) ; Chauvin (Building Trades 

Federation); Merrheim (Metal 

Workers Federation) ; Lefevre 

(Jewelry Workers Federation) ; 

Bled, Minot, Ganbiez (Union des 

Syndicate de Ie Seine)." 

Repression Begins 

Thursday, the 30th. Everything 
had been prepared to make the 
meeting of Wednesday evening a 
a powerful working class protest 
against war. A coup de theatre oc- 
curred. Late in the afternoon, the 
meeting announced on Tuesday 
morning was banned by the govern- 
ment The circumstance of the pro- 
hibition are noteworthy. The deci- 
sion was made at a council of min- 
isters held at 5 o'clock in the after- 
noon. But this council of ministers 
was the first held since the return 
of Poincare, who disembarked at 
Dunkirk that very morning. What 
special information could he impart 
to provoke such an extraordinary 
step? Or what plot against peaee 
did he hatch in St. Petersburg with 
his sinister accomplice Tsar Nicho- 
las, while the Russian workers cel- 
ebrated the "holidays" by powerful 
strikes and spirited demonstrations 
in the streets in all the working 
class sections of the city. Did he 
already bring the order for general 
mobilization? 

At the same time that the minis- 
ters made this unforeseen and be- 
lated decision, orders were issued 
to the police to prevent with what- 
ever brutality necessary not only 
the holding of the meetings but any 
sort of gathering In the neighbor- 



hood of the Etoile. All the neigh- 
boring subway stations were closed 
at seven o'clock. But the workers 
who, because of the late hour 
at which the government deci- 
sion was made and posted, could 
not be prevented from arriving 
from all parts of the city in 
large numbers. All those who 
asked for an explanation were Im- 
mediately beaten up, slugged, ar- 
rested, and jailed. Bataille Syndi- 
caliste wrote that the garb of a 
worker sufficed to provoke a beating 
by the police. From which the 
newspaper concluded : "Wherever 
the workers, there the enemy." De- 
spite this show of police force and 
the brutal orders conscientiousiy 
executed, crowds gathered around 
even the Etoile and the Place des 
Ternes, which soon became the 
scene of bloody encounters. This 
quarter of Paris kept seething the 
entire evening. 

Bataille Syndicaliste of Thurs- 
day, July 30, carried the following 
streamer: '*. . . Down with war . . . 
despite everything!" 

The government did not stop with 
this brutal prohibition of anti-war 
meetings and demonstrations; it 
methodically prepared the minds of 
the people for war and its accep- 
tance. In these critical days It 
practiced special technique through 
the medium of the venal press 
which alternately blew hot and 
cold: one day it was war, the next 
day peace. In Paris the rythm was 
even more rapid ; on the same day 
they passed successively from war 
to peace. By this method the peo- 
ple were rapidly whipped up to a 
frenzy. On Wednesday, panic was 
already in the air. There was a 
run on the banks and on the sav- 
ings banks and gold was universal- 
ly demanded in place of bank notes. 

The B.S. for Thursday reported 
the incidents of the panic under the 
following caption : 

"LET THEM STOP AND THINK 

"A day of anxiety. The govern- 
ment could find only one solution to 
the International crisis : prepare the 
repression against the working 
class. 

"This Is undoubtedly the guaran- 
tee demanded by the Czar, 'our 
friend and ally.' 

"Such measures will save neither 
national Independence, if it were 
endangered, nor the little statesmen 
who want to plunge the. country in- 
to the most catastrophic of adven- 
tures. 

"The workers have shown their 
sentiment by the demonstrations on 
the Boulevards; our ministers know 
today what they must count- with. 

"The will of the people is clearly 
against the slaughter. 

"Woe to those who ignore this 
today 1 

"Woe to those responsible for the 
cataclysm ! 

"Woe to the perpetrators of the 
slaughter and savagery! 

"Woe to the powers that be! 

"The working class alone will de- 
cide the fate of these criminal 
megalomaniacs. Before, during or 
after the massacre. 

"Let them take warning before 
the die is cast — B.S." 

Jaures Assassinated 

Friday evening, July 31. The 
Confederal Committee was meeting. 
On its agenda was the organization 
and preparation of a new and pow- 
erful demonstration against the war 
which would take place simulta- 
neously in Paris and in all the 
large cities of France. Suddenly 
the telephone rang, interrupting the 
deliberations. Jaures had just been 
assassinated! The discussion was 



hastily terminated, inasmuch as 
Jouhaux, Merrhehn and other mem- 
bers rushed to the offices of PHu- 
manite. When they arrived there, 
rue Montmartre was thronged with 
a vast multitude of agitated work- 
ers shocked by the horrible news. 
But there was not alone grief 
among them, there was also anger 
and a desire for vengeance, ""heir 
r, umber was constantly swelling. 
The Socialist leaders assembled at 
this time no doubt feared reprisals 
against the perpetrators of the 
crime, all of whom were well 
known, because a voice from one of 
the windows of the offices of the 
paper was suddenly heard urging 
calm. The multitude of workers 
dispersed slowly, very slowly; late 
into the night many groups still 
remained discussing. But th© crime 
was to go unpunished. 

Saturday, August 1, Bataille Syn- 
dicaliste drew the following balance 
sheet of this fatal day : 

"A DAY OP TRAGEDY 

"Mobilization Rumored f Jaures 
Assassinated." 

Under the heading: "A monstrous 
crime," the paper wrote: ".What a 
sinister omen in this martyred 
death!" Theji Leon Jouhaux: 

"NO HYSTERIA 

"The hour is grave, but not des- 
perate. The cause of peace has still 
numerous friends in the world, and 
the working class of all countries 
are acting In a common thought: 
to avert the armed clash. 

"Above all we must guard our- 
selves against panic and hysteria, 
which lead to the worst results. 

". . . Our duty is to attentively 
scan the news we receive without 
however placing unlimited trust 
upon it 

"The confederal Committee will 
call popular demonstrations, in 
Paris and in the provinces." 

On its part the Confederal Com- 
mittee had adopted the following 
agenda : 

'"The Confederal Committee, meet- 
on Friday, July 31, resolves in view 
of the international situation, to 
organize in agreement with the So- 
cialist Party a great international 
demonstration against war on Aug- 
ust 9. 

"A committee was selected to 
meet with a committee of the So- 
cialist Party. 

"The Committee was instructed 
to advance the demonstration if in- 
ternational events warrant it. 
"Indignation Against the Assas- 
sination of Jaures. 
"The committee learned during 
its session of the cowardly assassi- 
nation which struck down the noble 
figure that was Jaures. 

"It is Impossible to transmit the 
sentiment of sorrow which gripped 
the members present 

"In Jaures we had the most clair- 
voyant, the most ardent defender of 
humanity's causes, ■ Janres who is 
no more. 

" — For Confederal Committee, 
The Bureau: Leon Jouhaux, 
Yvetot, Dumoulin, Marck, Cal- 
veyrach." 

In the issues of the preceding 
days, the B.S. had published in- 
formation on the demonstrations 
which occurred simultaneously in 
Germany, among them this dispatch 
from Berlin, July 28: "The police 
chief has this evening proscribed 
all patriotic processions on the pub- 
lic highways. The police chief of 
Munich took similar measures." 

And on this day it published a 



dispatch from Strasbourg relating | 
to Socialist activity in Alsace-Lor- 
raine: 

"STRASBOURG, July 31.— The 
Socialist Party has organized pro- 
test meetings against war and 
against the threat of a universal 
conflagration in the great cities of 
Alsace. A meeting was held yes- 
terday evening at Mulhouse and 
this evening others will be held at 
Strasbourg, Mulhouse and Colmar. 
Meetings are. also scheduled in the 
less important centers." 

It also makes mention of interna- 
tional working class action. Legien 
had sent a telegram to the C.G.T. ; 
Jouhaux replied to him. Here it is 
as published in the B.S. : 

"INTERNATIONAL WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 

"In reply to a telegram from com- 
rade Legien, secretary of the Inter- 
national Secretariat, requesting the 
opinion of the C.G.T. on the present 
situation, the Confederal Bureau 
addressed the following telegram to 
him: 

"'Legien, Engel Ufer (15 Berlin. 

" 'French Federation of Labor 
resolutely against war, demands in- 
ternational proletariat intervene by 
pressure on governments to obtain 
a localization of the conflict 

" 'Peace Is possible, and must tri- 
umph, if the workers organized In- 
ternationally remain united in the 
same thought : opposition to all con- 
flagration. 

" This peace lies in the hands of 
the international working class, If 
it proves equal to the peril. 

" 'Here pacifist demonstrations 
are continuing. We firmly believe 
in peace because we are energet- 
ically resolved to avert war. 

" 'Down with war f Long live 
peace guaranteed by the Labor In- 
ternational. 

" 'Jouhaux.' " 

The systematic campaign of de- 
moralization of the masses by the 
circulation of false news continued. 
On the 28th the newspapers an- 
nounced the assassination of the 
German representative in Belgrade. 

Jaures had been assassinated on 
Friday, July. 31 at about 10 P.M. 
Saturday, August 1, the order of 
general mobilization was already 
posted at four in the afternoon, 
which set the first day of mobiliza- 
tion' for Sunday morning. While the 
Socialists and syndicalists prepared 
their new demonstrations against 
war, the war makers had Jaures 
struck down by a hired thug, and 
the government, which continued to 
declare that it wanted peace and 
that it was making all efforts to 
avert war, had decided for the gen- 
eral mobilization. It only remained 
for Poincare to cynically declare 
that "mobilization is not yet war," 
although he knew only too well that 
the Russian general mobilization, 
begun on the 31, in the early hours 

of the day, made the universal con- that we'wiU "draw" upon" tadJLspe^ 

sable forces. In the name of those 



In an article entitled: "Maledic- 
tion!" Bataille Syndicaliste in- 
veighs not so much against the war 
In general as the Emperor of Aus- 
tria in particular. This unexpected 
malediction occurs in the last line 
of the article. 

"MALEDICTION 

"Weeping ! 
"Weeping! 
"Weeping! 

"... A rain of tears is falling 
upon the city. 

". . . It is the general mobiliza- 
tion! 

. . . May the monstrous crime 
which is to plunge all of Europe 
into barbarism, into the abyss of 
black mourning and ruin be pun- 
ished. 

"May the thrones 
the crowns fall! 

"The will of the people has been 
violated, Imperialism is the crimi- 
nal that has unleashed the tempest 

"■ . . But if it must be, if the 
catastrophe is inevitable, if the 
force of the workers for peace was 
valiant but futile to save their 
honor, oh ! then may the very extent 
of the evil consummated arise to 
annihilate stifling militarism! 

"May this be the end of the 
nightmare ! 

"And a curse upon the name of 
the senile Emperor Franz- Josef !" 

Throughout Sunday, the first 
day's conscripts were entrained to 
join their regiments. During this 
time, the people left behind, un- 
doubtedly looking for booty, sacked 
the "boches" shops, and abandoned 
themselves also, here, there and 
everywhere, "spy hunts." The Con- 
federal Committee held a brief 
meeting In the early afternoon. 
Monday's Bataille Syndicaliste said 
nothing about it. The leading ar- 
ticle, captioned "The Irreparable," 
is signed B.S. : 



has now oc- 
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"The irreparable 
curred. 

". . . The European war Is 
leashed. 

"The spirit still refuses to believe 
this. 

"Nevertheless, it is only too true, 
this catastrophe which shatters our 
lives and our spirits, recalls us back 
to our sense of duty, fastens it to 
those conceptions to us which we 
want to erase, can compromise all 
our hopes, crush all our past ef- 
forts. 

"It is atrocious, It Is odious, it Is 
unbelievable. 

"But it is. . . ." 

Social-Patriotism 

Of the speeches made at the fu- 
neral of Jaures, that of Jouhaux 
alone must be retained here The 
B.S. for Wed., August 5, prints long, 
extracts. Jouhaux first explained 
why the working class loved Janres, 
then he cried: 

"Today, it is still in our minds 



flagratlon Inevitable. 

But Poincare' lie deceived no one. 
Mobilization is war. BataJHe Syn- 
dicaliste announced it in its issue 
of Sunday, August 2 in this stream- 
er: "Folly triumphs over reason." 

The Die Is Cast 

The C.G.T. issued a manifesto to 
the workers of France : 

"A GRAVE HOUR HAS JUST 
STRUCK 

"The evil forces are on the point 
of triumph. A ray of hope Is still 
visible, but so weak that the worst 
eventualities must be envisaged. 
■ "However swept by the whirlpool, 
we want to preserve the hope of a 
possible peace. 

"Up to this hour the Confederal 
Committee has remained at its post, 
fighting for the cause of peaee. 

"Only yesterday it addressed a 
supreme appeal to the international 
working class. 

"If its efforts do not appear to 
have yielded what we have every 



who are about to depart— myself 
among them — I declare that it la 
not hatred of the German people 
which drives us to the battle fields, 
it is hatred of German imperialism." 

The editor of B.S. adds in his 
story: 

"Tumultuous applause. Emotion 
was at its zenith. People wept M. 
Maurice Barres applauded vigorous- 
ly and said to one of his neighbors: 
'Very good! Very good!' one sen- 
ator, a bitter enemy of the O.G.T., 
cried out r 'And to think that these 
are the men we wanted to clap in 
jail !' " 

In the B.S. of Thursday, Aug. 6, 
a new explanation of the war is 
given in an unsigned but promi- 
nently placed article: 

". . . FROM THE CLASH OF 

LIBERTY LET LIBERTY 

SPRING FORTH 

". . . In the present conflict the 
ethnical question has its impor- 
tance. The Germans whose blood is 



right to expect, what the organized f a coarser strain and therefore 

more submissive and resigned in 



working class hoped, it is because 
events have submerged us. And it 
Is our duty to say at this supreme 
moment, it is also because the pro- 
letariat has failed to understand 
with sufficient unanimity ail the 
consistent efforts necessary for pre- 
serving humanity from the horrors 
of war. 

'SWomen, you-who are weeping at 
this moment we have done every- 
thing in our power to spare you 
this sorrow. But sad to say, today 
we can only deplore the fait ac- 
compli. 

"Can we demand a greater sacri- 
fice from our comrades? 

"Although we are pained to say 
it we will reply: No. 

"What we implore of all, is an 
unshakeable attachment to trade 
unionism, which must traverse and 
survive the Impending crisis. 

"As firmly as yesterday, we must 
preserve our ideas in their entirety 
and faith in their final triumph. 

"The Labor International will al- 
ways remain the goal of our efforts. 

"To it all our hopes converge, it 
must not be destroyed in the tem- 
pest 

"Because we know that a day will 
come when the peoples will have 
more confidence In it and will give 
it strength, when it will constitute 
the only safeguard of Peace and 
Civilization." 



spirit have not our spirit of inde- 
pendence." 

Nevertheless the anonymous au- 
thor will say in his conclusion that 
it is only the "proud and ferocious 
clique" which must be conquered. 

On Friday, August T, In an article 
entitled : "Humanity ! Justice !" Ch. 
Malotta recommends tact to the 
foreign anarchists and Socialists 
residing in France, and discernment 
to the government which had some- 
what Indiscriminately imprisoned 
several." 

On August 8, another new recruit, 
Charles Albert, who will become a 
regular and prolific contributor. 
Here are the principal passages of 
his first article : 

"DEPART WITHOUT BITTER- 
NESS 
"rmmense hopes, incalculable 
hopes are rising in the world. 

". . . Depart without bitterness, 
without regret comrade workers, 
you who are being called to the 
front to defend French soil 

"Depart without bitterness, leave 
without any mental reservations, 
comrade workers. It is for the rev- 
olution you are going to fight 

"And should you fall all' those 
closest to you who remain, both 
young and old, whose hour has not 
(Continued on Pace 4) 
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OLSON'S CONFAB A ROOSEVELT RALLY 



farmer-Labor Party Is 
Ruse for Political 1 rades 



By ABNE SWABECK 

"The tlate" — Governor Olson's 
conference at Chicago, Hay 30-31, 
to explore the possibilities of a na- 
tional farmer-labor party — "may 
prove to be a landmark in the his- 
tory of independent political action 
and the great battle for the rights 
and welfare of the American 
people." So says the Daily Work- 
er. Governor Olson himself could 
not have said it better. 

Should there be any doubt of this 
prophecy, let us recall the example 
of the Illinois coal miner. lie meant 
■well. During the period in wbich 
the National Miners Union was 
created, he had read in the Daily 
Worker about the various history- 
making conferences and when his 
turn came to attend one of them he 
arose solemnly 5ust before the hour 
of adjournment to propose: "Mr. 
Chairman, I move yon that this con- 
ference go flown in history." 
Mr. Olson's Record 
Certainly the political develop- 
ments that preceded this conference 
invests it with an unusual impor- 
tance, though most likely jn the op- 
posite sense of the prophecy men- 
tioned above. A sufficiently wide 
variety of representatives of the 
common people, so-called, are in- 
vited to give it an appearance of a 
new movement. But the signifi- 
cance to the working class of such 
movements, whether new in reality 
or in appearance, depend entirely 
on their political direction. And it 
should not be difficult even at this 
time to form an estimate of what 
role history will assign to Governor 
Olson's conference based on the 
position of the various forces that 
will be represented. 

The actual sponsors are made up 
of a combination of the Minnesota 
Farmer - Labor Party, including 
Governor Olson and Mayor Latti- 
mer. and Stalinist leaders of the 
official party and stooge organiza- 



tions. This is the leadership. It 
should hardly be necessary to re- 
mind our readers of the despicable 
role played by Governor Olson dur- 
ing the strike of local 5T4 when he 
declared martial law and had his 
soldiers throw the .strike leaders 
into the stockade, not to mention 
the police assaults, under the direc- 
tion of Mayor Lattimer, upon the 
Strut wear strikers and upon the 
strikers of the Flower Mill Iron 
.Works. The whole history of the 
Minnesota F.-L.P. leadership is one 
o£ disreputable deals with the Dem- 
ocratic Party. In the last election 
Governor Olson's party lost its 
control of both branches of the 
state legislature. It is therefore 
with the fear in mind of a further 
possible loss that the Minnesota F.- 
L.P. leaders have set out to utilize 
their present unique opportunity of 
combining a step toward extending 
their own third party experiences 
to a national scale with a much 
bigger deal for support of Koose- 
velt, all of which is expected to 
bring returns in a greater populari- 
ty at home. 

■Who Will Be Were! 
Who will attend the Chicago 
conference? There will be serious 
trade union elements like Sehioss- 
berg and Gorman, the "outstanding 
trade union champion for a labor 
party," according to the Daily 
Worker, Heywood Broun, for whom 
Morris Ilillquit once said that So- 
cialism was such a nice novelty, 
will he there; liberals, amateur rad- 
icals and third partyites will at- 
tend, together with a good sprink- 
ling of Stalinists and their stooges; 
Non-Partisan Leaguers from North 
Dakota; Farmer-Labor Progres- 
sives from Wisconsin; Farmers 
Holiday people; Epic Democrats, 
Knickerbocker Democrats and 
Townsend people who will support 



Anti-Fascist Leaguers. What will 
this motley gathering do? 

Erowder says: "The conference 
has the opportunity of working out 
a program which will be a clear 
guide for the growing sentiment in 
the United States for a national 
Farmer-Labor Party." But the 
main forces in this gathering are 
prepared to make their deal with 
Roosevelt. The trade unions that 
are now generally listed in the pro- 
gressive category are committed to 
support Roosevelt's re-election. 
Commitments in this case means 
more than support of the person or 
the individual; it means support of 
his program and support of his na- 
tional/ ticket 

Will Back Roosevelt 
The Chicago conference will not 
consider a national third party 
ticket. Naturally! Why should 
it? The old method of parliamen- 
tary deals still holds true and the 
Democratic Party will decide the 
national ticket. But, as has already 
been amply demonstrated by expe- 
rience, a Farmer-Labor Party is es- 
sentially an institution of parlia- 
tivities. So also in this ease. The 
mentary maneuvers and election ac- 
real center of attraction in these 
elections is the presidential ticket; 
the standard bearer and hs plat- 
form determines the character of 
the election campaign and of the 
governmental ad minst ration after 
the election victory is achieved. 
Anything that comes out of this 
conference can therefore in no sense 
be anything else in reality hut an 
adjunct to the Roosevelt re-election 
campaign. 

Browder cannot possibly have any 
illusions on this Question. Evident- 
ly, he sees no conflict between the 
Roosevelt and the Farmer-Labor 
Party sentiment. And how could 
there really be any according to his 
people's front Farmer-Labor Party 
conception. He says : "We must col- 
laborate organizationally and po- 
litically with those who are com- 
mitted to the support of Eoosevelt 
in 1936." To collaborate organiza- 
tionally and politically is a very 
broad promise. It has all the pos- 



the so-called common people behind 
Roosevelt, Given the premise that 
already exists and reinforced by | 
the Stalinist people's front ideology, 
it could hardly have any other out- 
come. It is therefore only in this 
sense that the clear guide which 
Browder seeks from Governor Ol- 
son's conference' can have any 
meaning. And this is all to be put 
over in the name of the fight 
against reaction. 

Browder Protects Statue of Liberty 
These forces of reaction, pro- 
claims the Daily Worker, "have 
drawn close together to hurl the 
Statue of Liberty into New York 
Bay." Next we will be informed, 
in tones trembling with indigna- 



anything with pensions in it ; Social 

Crediters, Share-Our-Wealthers and] sibiHties of a. real national union of 



Ihe Last Week Before the War 



(Continued from Page 3) f - 

yet struck but which will, all of 
you by taking the solemn oath to- 
day, at the same time that they 
give you the kiss of parting: ad- 
vance* soldiers of the revolution, it 
is not in vain that you will have 
fallen." 

"Depart without bitterness, with- 
out regret, comrade workers." 

Beginning with Wednesday, Aug. 
12, Johaux, who had written noth- 
ing since the outbreak of the war, 
started a series of articles, impor- 
tant for the subject matter and the 
conceptions expressed therein. Gone 
are the lamentations; our feet are 
now planted solidiy in the war; we 
must now study the new problems 
posed by it. The first of these ar- 
ticles, on this day, concerns itself 
with the widespread unemployment 
which arose spontaneously from the 
single fact of the war. The theme 
which he develops, is first and fore- 
most that "idleness is a bad coun- 
sellor" : 

"WE MUST HATE WORK 

"One of the major preoccupations 
of the present hour must be to be 
of use. 

"To allow idleness to remain 
master would be a grave error. In 
unemployment, spirits are enervat- 
ed, respond to the least rumour, and 
can wander on to passing but never- 
theless prejudicial errors. 

"If etxernal activity is to corre- 
spond to internal calm, there is only 
one factor capable of giving this 
result: work. 

"Every day the number of unem- 
ployed grows, it would be danger- 
ous to allow matters to proceed in 
this way believing that the entire 
question is' one of providing charity. 

"It is a fine thing to come to the 
assistance of suffering; to prevent 
this misery by the worthwhile em- 
ployment of the workers is better. 

"In favoring the resumption of 
useful production, we create activ- 
ity and it is to that end that all 
farseeing men acquainted with mob 
psychology must bend their efforts. 

". . . To make work, wherever it 
Is possible and necessary, to revive 
activity, is to fortify against the 
excesses of mass idleness, is also 
to favor a rise in the public morale. 

"To aim at these two results in 
the present period is far from a 
negligible thing." 

On Friday the 14th, Jouhaux's 
article this time presents an entire 
program. It has as its title: "Let 
us profit from it!" Let us profit 
from the war, profit from the fact 
that Germany is blockaded, that it 
can no longer communicate with its 
customers abroad to sell them mer- 
chandise. 



tion, that these same forces will 
attempt to bury the stars and 
stripes beneath it. 

"We must make the masses of 
the country understand," says 
Browder, "that the victory of the 
Republican Party-Liberty League- 
Hearst combination would throw 
power on to the side of the war 
makers." By this the masses are 
also to be made to understand that 
Roosevelt and his party are not 
amongst the war makers. What a 
frightful delusion and deception of 
these masses of whom Browder 
speaks with such a glib tongue. Or, 
could Browder's statement possibly 
have some other meaning? No, it 
is clear that these masses are to 
forget this year's gigantic military 
budget mounting up to more than 
one billion dollars, for, says Brow- 
der: "We would not do or say any- 
thing that would tend to turn 
Roosevelt support over to the Re- 
publican candidate. iWe distinguish 
between twins. Even twins are not 
identical." 

Roosevelt's War Program 
Certainly twins are not identical. 
But it is very important to know 
the difference as measured by time, 
place and objective conditions. Such 
an estimate will place Roosevelt as 
a much more effective and a much 
more progressive defender of cap- 
italism and all that it stands for 
than the old fashioned reaction- 
aries. Roosevelt's program, when 
stripped of its demagogy and ver- 
biage, is clearly a program for more 
effective and more up-to-date elass- 
collaboration in order to prepare 
(he home basis for a new onslaught 
on the world market, for new con- 



quests, economic, political and mili- 
tary. The gigantic army and navy 
appropriations sponsored by Roose- 
velt can be understood only in this 
light. 

But the Stalinists are not going 
to "do or say anything that would 
tend to turn Roosevelt support over 
to the Republican candidate." This 
cannot mean anything else than no 
opposition to Roosevelt and the 
conducting of the election campaign 
in such a manner that votes will be 
garnered for Roosevelt regardless of 
whether or not the C. P. goes 
through the formality of nominat- 
ing its own candidates, for, as we 
have seen from the statements of 
Browder, any other policy would 
bring the forces of reaction down 
upon us add "hurl the Statue of 
Liberty into New York Bay." 
The Great Deception 
What a dastardly deception and 
delusion of the working masses is 
being here perpetrated in the name 
of the campaign for a Farmer-La- 
bor Party. And this is at "a par- 
ticular time and under objective 
conditions in which certain impor- 
tant strata of the working, masses 
have actually begun to enter a pro- 
cess of awakening, when signs are 
manifest that point toward a be- 
ginning of political consciousness. 
This is the time and place and con- 
dition demanding above all clear 
and precise efforts toward educa- 
tion of the masses for the needs of 
a new social order — for the needs 
of a persistent and tenacious strug- 
gle for Socialism. 

In view' of this situation what 
can Governor Olson's conference 
do? Does this general situation 
not mean in reality that even the 
idea of a national Farmer-Labor 
Party is already shelved for 1936? 
Appearance and reality after all 
are two different things. In this 
particular situation it will be found 
so much more to be the case. What- 
ever Farmer-Labor Party proclam- 
ations may be forthcoming from 
this conference, such would really 
be nothing else but a new way, at 
least for some parts of the country, 
to corral! support behind the Roose- 
velt standard. 

Apparently the open betrayal of 
the political class interests of the 
working masses does not even wait 
for the actual formation of a re- 
formist Farmer-Labor Party. 



WORLD OF LABOR 



Labor Party Leaders Vote Arms Budget in 
Belgium; Anti-Semitic Riots in Poland 



-let us PBorrr from itj 

"We have already said that we 
think a revival of industrial activ- 
ity is urgent. We will not return 
to this, save to add that the more 
the hour of the emotions, the more 
imperative it is that the new potent 
troubles find a working class not 
gripped by unemployment 

"This is to say that we take it 
upon, ourselves to gublicly indicate 
another point of capital importance 



which if realized will permit a re- 
vival of economic life. 

"In the present situation the mili- 
tary operations, on land and sea, 
and in relation to the position taken 
in the struggle by England, the 
Mediterranean Sea, the Channel, 
the North Sea and the Atlantic 
Ocean are open in almost complete 
security for our merchant marine 
as well as that of our ally. 

"Our ports can then resume their 
normal life on the condition that 
there is a large enough maritime 
traffic. 

"Is this feasible? Tes. For ac- 
cording to the date in our posses- 
sion we are guaranteed the mastery 
of these seas. 

"But there is more, Germany is 
at tne present time blockaded, its 
maritime commerce is partly cut 
off! Why cannot our merchant 
marine cooperating with England's 
not assume to their own profit part 
of He German work which is no 
longer being carried on? 

"This would be ar. initial victory, 
with an importance that can escape 
no one. 

"Maritime activity will engender 
industrial activity, at the same time 
that it would permit us to establish 
reserves which is no small matter. 
"We advance our idea, certain 
that it is realizable, and that the 
results which putting it into prac- 
tice can yield, for today and for to- 
morrow, surpass in utilitarian 
weight all hypothesis which may be 
expounded. ,i '\'4 

"We must profit from all situa- 
tions : the German blockade by the 
English fleet gives us commercial 
freedom on the seas; let us profit 
from it first to revitalize ourselves, 
to assure work and then to estab- 
lish our primacy in the field of im- 
ports and exports for the future." 

BELLIGERENTS WATCH, LIE 
IN WAIT, READY TO LEAP 

On the 17th, Charles Malato, ad- 
dressing himself to the Italian re- 
publicans. Socialists, anarchists and 
trade unionists, issued the cry: 
"Fuori i barbari": 

The place of the Italian people is 
in struggle on the side of the 
French republic which is still only 
statist and bourgeois and which we 
will develop until it becomes social 
and libertarian." 

On the 25th the leading article is 
by Jouhaux dealing once again with 
the "economic revival," taking "an 
example from England": 

"I have before me a circular from 
the Hans Berfhold Co. of Manches- 
ter, which reads verbatim as fol- 
lows: 

"The directors are resolved, 
however, by every possible means, 
to employ the entire personnel of 
the factories. If supplementary or- 
ders cannot be obtained, they will 
work tor stock as long as financial 
resources of the company permit. 
If after all, a reduction of wages 
Is necessary, this will take the form 
of a reduction of the hours of work 
rather than by a reduction of per- 
sonnel.' 
"Here is an example worthy of 



emulation: it happily harmonizes 
the three principal interests of the 
moment: the interests of the na- 
tion, the employer and the worker." 



A NEW MINISTRY; 
AT THE FRONT 

Here at the same time is an- 
nounced the resignation of the eab- 
inent and the formation of a new 
ministry. Disastrous events have 
occurred at the front— which have 
been covered up until this day — 
which are the cause for all speeches 
and the change in the ministry. 
Following the official communique 
the paper gives a brief apprecia- 
tion, unsigned, on the "New Gov- 
ernment" : 

". . . Finally what characterizes 
the new ministry is'the arrival of 
politically influential statesmen, 
both former ministers or newcom- 
ers. 

"A. Briand, Millerand, Delcasse 
and Thomson make up part of this 
ministry of national defense. 

"The Socialists, whose parliamen- 
tary influence is not insignificant, 
are represented in this ministry by 
two of their most reputable leaders : 
Marcel Sembat and Jules Guesde. 

"There can be no doubt that 
Jaures would have been able to play 
a role of the first water in this 
ministry whose, task— let us have 
no illusions here — is a formidable 
one. 

"Dissimilar in their past but re- 
united by the common will to con- 
quer, the men who assume power in 
this tragic hour when the frontier 
is invaded, are going to face many 
difficulties. 

"Only one thought must animate 
them: to drive back German im- 
perialism which is threatening ex- 
istng rights and threatens to de- 
stroy the future of civilization." 

In the first days of the war, the 
government decided to create a 
"National Aid"; it was concerned 
with giving a piece of bread to all 
those women, old men, unemployed 
who because of the war ran the risk 
of dying of hunger behind the lines. 
(Later when the war was put on 
an indusrtial basis, there would be 
work for all, but at the beginning 
there was complete destitution in 
the workers' districts). And on the 
4th of August one could read on the 
walls of Paris a beautiful white 
poster announcing the initiative of 
tbe government Up to this point 
nothing extraordinary. But what 
was extraordinary was the collec- 
tion of names constituting the com- 
mittee in charge with the adminis- 
tration of National Aid: all high 
dignitaries of the bourgeoisie, arch- 
bishop, grand-rabbi, academicians, 
industrialists, bankers . . . and then 
Leon Jouhaux, secretary of the C.G. 
T. and Bled, Secretary of the Union 
des Syndicates de la Seine.* 



People's front Jjpholds 
Capitalism in f ranee 



•There was also Leplne, former 
police chief, butcher of workers and 
Oh. Maurras, one of those really 
implicated In the assassination of 
Jaures. 



(Continued from Page 1) 

the People's Front advocates a 
stronger League of Nations; closer 
co-operation with England ; a 
stronger France; a League policy 
that involves the automatic desig- 
nation of the aggressor nations and 
the automatic and universal appli- 
cation of sanctions against the ag- 
gressor. It is also in favor of dis- 
armament and "organized peace" 
(collective security). And of course 
the People's Front is the "Friend 
of the Soviet Union." 

In his pre-eleetion plea, Thorez 
stressed the abolition of the Fas- 
cist leagues, and summed up all 
other demands as follows : "We de- 
mand that the rich should pay . . . 
We are opposed to the depreciation 
of the currency. ... We propose 
an emergency progressive tax on 
large fortunes over 500,000 francs." 
■(Daily worker. May 18.) 

Not as Radical as Roosevelt 
The mere listing of these points 
and the manner in which they are 
stressed by the "extreme left" are 
sufficient to denote that this pro- 
gram is not as radical in the do- 
main of capitalist programs as, say, 
the program of Roosevelt. 

,We might point out in passing 
that such a well known "radical" 
as Lloyd George is heartily in favor 
of "nationalizing the munitions in- 
dustry." Our own President, Frank- 
lin D. Roosevelt is certainly a far 
more radical "soaker" in the realm 
of soaking the rich in order that 
"the situation of all categories of 
the toiling masses may be im- 
proved" (Thorez). Even in France, 
the People's Front has competitors. 
In the words of the New York 
Times, an authority on the subject: 
"The ideal of fair distribution of 
wealth and opportunity is not spe- 
cially socialistic. It is common to 
all Frenchmen. Ever since the 
French Revolution it has been the 
objective of successive governments 
and successive ■parliaments." (P. J. 
Philip, May 17.) 

The public debt of France is 333 
billion francs, the estimated govern- 
ment budget needs for 1936 are set 
at 16 billion francs, the treasury 
is empty. . . . What then are the 
unemployed, the workers and the 
ruined peasants to expect from the 
People's Front in the way of "well- 
being and justice"? 

Blum to Safeguard Investors 
In his speech at the Salle Wag- 
ram, Blum declared that his gov- 
ernment would need credit, and 
therefore nd measures would be in- 
troduced to "frighten away the in- 
vestors in state loans." He has yet 
to make a definitive statement 
about the prospects of restoring 
Laval's 10 percent cut in pay and 
pensions. But he does envisage "a 
large program of public works de- 
signed to relieve unemployment, 



and specified that most of these 
should be . . . financed by money 
raised locally" (N. Y. Tribune, May 
11). 

With the economic crisis still 
deepening in France, with unem- 
ployment growing, with ever larger 
layers of the petty bourgeoisie be- 
coming pauperized, with war clouds 
gathering more and more threaten- 
ingly, Blum is able to offer, in the 
name of the working class parties, 
the "program of capitalism" as a 
solution to the desperate masses— 
the self-same Blum who, Just a few 
years ago, at the beginning- of the 
crisis, under the pressure of the 
leftward surge of the masses was 
promising to "seize power," and to 
destroy the "machinery of the 
bourgeois state." 

Cheers and Cocktails for Stalinism 
What made it possible for Blum 
to so successfully pursue his pres- 
ent course, is the abject and in- 
famous role played by the French 
Communist Party. In the May 8 
issue of The New Leader (the Brit- 
ish I.L.P. organ), Jennie Lee re- 
ports, as an eyewitness, election 
scenes in France. She observed a 
group of business men in front of 
Cafe La Paix, in the heart of the 
West end of Paris. These crowds 
were better dressed than any she 
had seen in Paris. Their sympa- 
thies were evenly divided between 
the right National Front and the 
left People's Front. When a com- 
munist was announced as leading 
the poll in one district "a group of 
well-to-do people gave every evi- 
dence of approval and called for 
champagne cocktails to toast the vic- 
tory." Jennie Lee engaged the 
toasters in conversation — but let 
her speak for herself: 

"Later we got to talking. I 
congratulated them on their con- 
version to a revolutionary point 
of view. At that a lively discus- 
sion broke out. I had quite mis- 
understood the French political 
situation, they assured me. It 
was not they who had changed 
their minds. They were good 
Radicals, and hoped they would 
always be. But, on the other 
hand, the Communist Party had 
seen the error of its ways, and 
now has changed so drastically 
that it was possible to vote Com- 
munist and still be good 'French- 
men.' Good Frenchmen they de- 
fined as meaning support for law 
and order, national defense, the 
family, and the franc. One of 
them went a stage further. We 
are business men, he said. We 
are opposed to Fascism. So are 
the Socialists and Communists^ 
These people realize that they 
cannot fight Fascism without oar 
help. We are willing to make a 
deal with them. If they keep 
their hands off our property we 
shall see that Hitler keeps his 



BELGIUM 

This column has already carried 
the story of the predicament that 
befell the leaders of the Belgian 
Labor Party, practically on the eve 
of the praliamentary elections. 
These leaders had vowed, and writ- 
ten into their platform that they 
would oppose any increases in the 
military budget, or in the military 
term of service; and they entered 
the Ministry, after they were as- 
sured that they need have no fears 
on the Question of any increases, 
etc. Then the Minister of War pro- 
ceeded to demand additional mil- 
lions for defense and an increased 
term of service. These demands 
were approved by the Socialist min- 
isters, who were then left in need 
of a proper formula to cover up 
their brazen treachery. 

The new election platform pre- 
pared for the coming June elections 
is the concentrated essence of Jes- 
uitism and gall, which runs second 
only to that of the Stalinists . . . 
from whom the Belgian Laborites 
have evidently learned a good deal 
in recent days. 

The Belgian Labor Party is not 
for national defense ... it is only 
in favor of defending the country 
against any ''unprovoked attack." 
It is therefore "in favor of a na- 
tional defense organized different- 
ly. The only complete guarantee! 
for the independence of the country 
is peace. A peace organized, differ- 
ently." 

In the sphere of military defense, 
the Laborites will vote only for 
budgets "with the preponderance of 
defensive armaments." As for the 
term of military service, it nuist be 
limited to . . . "an indispensable 
minimum" — -indispensable defen- 
sively—and differently, no doubt ! 

And to guarantee real defense 
and real peace, the P.O.B. advocates 
"Public monopoly of the implements 
of war; nationalization of the in- 
dustries which produce them." [A 
regular "People's Front" election 
program, only without the Stalin- 
ists.] 

How is peace to be organized dif- 
ferently? 

By strengthening the League of 
Nations, which has hitherto organ- 
ized peace so well and so "different- 
ly" : "Above all, the organization 
of peace within the framework of 
the League of Nations," 

And of course, the lasting efforts 
of peace are to be secured by dis- 
armament: "To the extent to which 
the organization of peace is built 
up, progressive and simultaneous 
disarmament under the control of 
the League of Nations." 

While speaking about peace and 
disarmament, the P.O.B. has voted 
increased war budgets, and in its 
new platform unbinds its hands, 
even of pledges, for further support 
of the Belgian bourgeoisie in its 
war plans. 

It is not at all surprising that a 
sharp resistance has manifested it- 
self in the ranks of the P.O.B. Ac- 



cording to reports in the European 
press, a section of the P.O.B. has 
been expelled for refusing to ap- 
prove the social-patriotic policies 
of Vandervelde and Co. 



POLAND 

Behind the wave of anti-Semitism 
in Poland, and the changes in the 
government is (he story of a fright- 
ful economic debacle. The index of 
industrial production has been 
dropping steadily, the number of 
unemployed has been constantly 
growing. According to the official 
figures the unemployed number be- 
tween GOO-TuO thousand; the unoffi- 
cial estimates reach the unprece- 
dented figure of close to 2,000,000. 
The organ of the Polish Socialist 
party (under censorship) reported 
early this year that "two years ago, 
72% of alt the workers in Poland 
earned less than 140 nloty a month." 
The paper then goes on to comment 
that this means that "12% of the 
Polish workers are undernourished. 
Their diet consists Chiefly of bread 
and potatoes, and they consume an 
infinitesimal quantity of meat and 
dairy products." 

Since tli at time, the wages in 
Poland have been considerably cut, 
and the number of unemployed has 
considerably increased. 

The horrible plight of the work- 
ers and of the unemployed pene- 
trates even into the semi-official 
press. The situation among the 
peasantry borders upon that of 
chronic famine. Tuberculosis rages. 
Some reports indicate that there 
may be as many as five million 
peasants in Poland without any 
land or work. The peasants in the 
Ukrainian districts under Polish 
control are the worst oft. 
The deathrate is extremely high. 
It is hardly surprising therefore 
that the Polish Socialists report 
that "Anti-Semitism forms an essen- 
tial part of the policy of all the 
Polish bourgeois parties. The par- 
ties of the Polish bourgeoisie differ 
from one another not in whether 
they are auti-Semitie or not but in 
the method which they favor for 
putting this policy in effect The 
most ruthless economic boycott . . . 
keeps the Jewish workers, manual 
and non-manual, and the Jewish 
Intellectuals out of all the public 
services, out of all quasi-public in- 
stitutions and services, out of all 
the largest private undertakings." 

The only difference between the 
bourgeois parties is how the ex- 
termination of the Jews is to be 
attained : openly, or by a gradual 
process and under the cover of "le- 
gality"? And in the meanwhile, 
they stage pogroms. 

Of course, the drive against the 
Jews is only a part of the broader 
wave of class terror aimed against 
the workers as a whole. The reac- 
tion of the workers in Poland, both 
Polish and Jewish, has been very 
inspiring. A series of the greatest 
demonstrations ever held in inde- 
pendent Poland were staged in re- 
cent months. 



hands off France. That is, in 
practice you will find that the 
People's Front will amount to." 

The editorials on the French 
elections that appeared in the New 
York Times, the Herald -Tribune 
and other bourgeois papers were a 
perfect echo of the remarks made 
by the French business men Jennie 
Lee interviewed in Paris. 
Anti-Military Propaganda Subsides 

The May issue of Living Age 
oiuotes at length the remarks of 
Pertinax, veteran contributor to 
the clerical Echo de Paris (by the 
way, the Moscow Pravda, has also 
of late been quoting Pertinax ap- 
provingly, for he is a sworn enemy 
of Germany) : 

Pertinax notes with great satis- 
faction the "decline of revolution- 
ary activity in France on the part 
of the Comintern." Says he, "If the 
highest military authorities are to 
be believed, the Moscow propagan- 
da in France has subsided, if not 
disappeared since 1932. I am told 
that in 1934, 150 cases of incitement 
to disobedience were recorded in the 
French army, and that in 1935 the 
figure has shrunk to less than 10." 
Pertinax is convinced that as be- 
tween revolution and Germany, the 
latter is the greater immediate 
threat to France. "The threat (of 
revolution) would be felt ali the 
same and probably to a greater de- 
gree If hostility instead of a spirit 
of cooperation on the international 
plane were shown to Moscow. And 
let us observe that Moscow never 
objects to any repressive measure 
enforced against the Communists. 
'Deal with them as you like' is the 
current phrase." 

Like the business men on the 
boulevards who toasted the victory 
of the Communist candidate, Per- 
tinax is sure that it is not he who 
has changed, he insists that "Stalin 
has turned conservative with the 
passing years." 

The Future of the People's Front 
The situation in France, however, 
has not radically altered. None of 
the fundamental problems that face 
France can be solved or even 
broached within the framework of 
a capitalist program. Blum is well 
aware of this. He is hoping for a 



turn in the business cycle; for a 
possible loan from America, a re- 
turn for a promise to pay the war 
debts. The old system must be re- 
tained. The Sarraut ministry, on 
which sit reactionaries who have 
been attacked in both the Commu- 
nist and Socialist press as agents 
of the Fascists, continues in power 
while Blum confers with bankers, 
makes speeches before business 
men's clubs, and pleads with Her- 
riot, who sat in Laval's cabinet, ap- 
proved all of Laval's economic mea- 
sures, and disapproves all of the 
"economic measures" proposed by . 
the People's Front, to become a 
member of his ministry. 

It may weil be that the first So- 
cialist ministry in France will be 
its last. In any case, the govern- 
ment of Blum will not endure for 
a much longer period than the semi- 
dictatorial governments of all his 
predecessors from Doumergue down. 
The only program for France is 
that of socialism. The only road 
for France is that of revolution.. 
Failure to take to that road will' 
mean the triumph of counter-revo- 
lution, the assumption of power by 
the French Fascists. 
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Tobin Plug-Uglies 
Slug 574 Heads 

V. R. Dunne and Geo. Frosig Attacked by Thugs 

In New Union « Busting Campaign 

by Reactionaries 



MINNEAPOLIS, May 23.— The campaign of terrorism directed 
against, progressive trade union leaders in Minneapolis reached a new 
peak Thursday morning, May 21, when Vincent Dunne and George 
Frosig, organizer and vice-president of General Drivers Local No. 574, 
were attacked and severely beaten by fire thugs driving a black Bnick 
sedaa The militant leaders of the truck drivers' union were distrib- 
uting leaflets advertising a union meeting and tatting with a truck 
driver at the Omaha freight yards when the sedan drew up and the 
Ave assailants leaped ont, attacking Dunne and Frosig with black- 
jacks. Both were badly cut and bruised. As the attackers climbed 
back into their car, one of them turned and said, "This is a warning." 
Two of the thugs were recognized by Frosig and Dunne as a part 
of a crew of eight tough-looking characters who last Saturday morn- 
ing drove up to the leading platform at the Chippewa Water Company 
where 574 officials were talking to the drivers. They announced they 
were representatives of the Teamsters Joint Council of the American 
Federation of Labor, hut did not attempt any violence. There was a 
large number of members of Local 574 present at the time at the 
Chippewa Water Company platform. The car in which the eight men 
appeared at the Chippewa Company was also a blaek Buick sedan. 

Local 574, after winning three famous strikes in 1934, was expelled 
from the International Teamsters Union in April, 1935 by Daniel 
Tobin, president, for alleged non-payment of per capita tax. Ever 
since tliat time, Tobin, together with other local and national craft 
union A. F. of L. leaders, has been seeking to smash Local 574 and 
build a dual teamsters union in Minneapolis. Since last October, Meyer 
Lewis, a representative of William Green, lias been here directing the 
attack against the drivers' union, the leading exponent of industrial 
unionism in the Northwest. Lewis' campaign against the progressive 
union movement in Minneapolis lias so far met with little success. 
Last week, Mr. I*wis gave a statement to the press announcing that 
the American Federation of Labor would use every force available to 
combat the "dual and outlaw'' unions. In the past two weeks, three 
known progressive trade unionists have been beaten up by unknown 
thugs and told to leave town. Tlie attack on Dunne and Frosig brings 
the list of victims up to five. 
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Fascists Gain 
In Belgium 

People's Front Losses Mir- 
ror Future for 
France 



In last Sunday's general elec- 
tions in Belgium, the Socialists 
<the Belgian Labor Party or P.O. 
B.) lost ground, losing three seats 
for a total of 70, but despite this 
became the largest single party in 
the Belgian parliament because the 
Catholic Center suffered a much 
greater loss, dropping about one- 
flfth of their former strength. 

As is always the case, the disin- 
tegration oi the Center was accom- 
panied by the growth of the two 
extreme wings. The Belgian Stal- 
inists increased their votes from 
about 13,000 in 1032 to 35.000, add- 
ing sis seats for a total of 9. The 
most spectacular gains were scored 
by the budding Fascist party of 
the Rexists, who participated in 
the elections for the first time, and 
obtained some 250,000 votes. 

No People's Front in Belgium? 

According to the Daily Worker, 
the results of the Belgian elections 
are a brilliant confirmation of the 
Stalinist policies in France and 
elsewhere, particularly in Belgium. 
The Socialists lost and the Fas- 
cists gained, because, mind you, 
there was no People's Front in Bel- 
gium. Instead, in Belgium "the 
Socialists are united In a 'National 
Union' with the reactionary parties 
of the Clericals and Liberals" (T. 
Repard, Daily Worker, May 25. 
Our emphasis). 

The Daily Worker takes on trust 
the credulity, inexperience and 
ignorance of its readers in its at- 
tack upon the policies of the Bel- 
gian Socialists. In the sphere of 
domestic or foreign policy if there 
is any difference between them and 
the policy of the People's Front, it 
is all in favor of the Belgians. 
Enough to mention the fact that 
the economic "program" of the 
People's Front in France consists 
of sections lifted from the "Plan" 
of the O.G.T. which Joubaux and 
Co. in turn lifted from the Plan 
of Henri de Man, their Belgian col- 
league. 

In the sphere of foreign policy, 
the Belgian National Unioners are 
as solid for the League of Nations 
and for organizing peace and dis- 
armament as the People's Fronters 
in France. But they are not as 
outspokenly pro- Franco- Soviet as 
the Stalinists would like. Hence, 
the "sharp" criticism. 

Only Stalinists Excluded 

The only other difference between 
(Continued on Page 4) 



Spanish S.P. 
Nears Split 

RightWins Takes Sanctions 

Against L«ft; Convention 

Postponed 

MADRID, May 28.— The Right- 
wing-controlled National Executive 
Committee of the Socialist Party 
Party today made the following 
splitting moves to expel the Left 
Wing majority. 

1. Postponed the national party 
congress from June to October, 

2. Authorized district commit- 
tees to dissolve those section or- 
ganizations deemed not to be com- 
plying wtih all instructions of the 
National Executive Committee, the 
latter immediately to superintend 
the reorganization of the dissolved 
sections. 

3. Denounced "Claridad," Largo 
Caballero's paper, as an enemy of 
the party, and demanded that it im- 
mediately settle its debts, amount- 
ing to several thousands ot dollars, 
to the party printing works. 

4. Took steps to publish, in ad- 
dition to the Sight wing-controlled 
"El Socialista," an evening news- 
paper ("Claridad" is an evening 
paper). 

"Claridad" and the Madrid or- 
ganization, largest of the party sec- 
tions, denounced the actions of the 
N.E.C. and declared "the Socialist 
Party cannot consent to be the ob- 
ject of this farce and comedy" and 
galled for election of a new N.E.C. 
as "a question of life or death for 
the party." 

The struggle in the Spanish So- 
cialist Party, long developing, came 
to a crisis when President Azana 
invited the Right wing leader, In- 
dalecio Prieto, to become premier 
and form a coalition cabinet. Prieto 
and the N.E.C. were more than 
willing to do so but the volume of 
protests from party organizations 
throughout Spain forced them to 
desist 

A recent referendum of the party 
on the demand of the Left Wing 
that the national congress be held 
in Madrid, demonstrated that the 
Left wing has a clear majority in 
the party. 

In a signed, article in "Claridad" 
on the eve of the election of Azana 
by the electoral congress, Javier 
Bueno, Socialist leader of the As- 
turian rebellion, denounced Azana 
as the candidate of the Jesuits and 
rightists. The hostility of the Lett 
wing was not organized, however, 
and most Socialists voted for Az- 
ana. But since then, in a speech 
declaring his position in prepara- 
tion for the forthcoming party con- 
gress, Largo Caballero himself de- 
clared his lack of faith in the Pop- 
ular Front. 



CLEVELAND.— The struggle be- 
tween the Right and Left wings of 
the Socialist Party, dramatized 
two years ago by the victory of the 
Militant group at the Detroit na- 
tional convention and the adoption 
of the much-discussed "Declaration 
of Principles", reached a new cli- 
max at the nineteenth national con- 
vention of the Socialist Party. Fol- 
lowing the action taken by the ma- 
jority of the 250 delegates from all 
parts of the country, the New York 
Old Guard, led by Louis Waldman, 
James Oneal and Algernon Lee, has 
definitely parted company with the 
Socialist Party and is organizing 
an association of conservative so- 
cial democrats all Its own. The tre- 
mendous significance of this separa- 
tion for the future of the revolu- 
tionary movement of the United 
States is evident when one com- 
pares the split in Cleveland in 1938 
with the split produced by the first 
post-war crisis in the Socialist Par- 
ty at its Chicago convention in 
1019. Whereas the latter conven- 
tion marked the triumph of the 
Hillquit-Oneal Right wing and the 
ousting of the Left wing assembled 
around the Communists, the 1936 
convention, on the other hand, re- 
pudiated the fossilized representa- 
tives of Old Guard Socialism which 
has produced such tragic catastro- 
phes in the international working 
class movement 

The convention provided another 
contrast, however, with the crisis 
in 1919. Whereas the struggle be- 
tween Left and Right in 1919 rep- 
resented a fairly clear-cut division 
between the revolutionary Marxian 
current and the Right wing bur- 
eaucracy in control of the party, 
the fight of the various tendencies 
in 1936 is far more complicated in 
its divisions by virtue of the fact 
that the bloc which held together 
against the New York Old Guard 
consists of tendencies which are far 
removed from common conceptions 
on the fundamental problems press- 
ing for solution in the Socialist 
Party. 

Because of the fact that so much 
depends on the development of the 
struggle in the Sociailist Party, the 
reader should have before him as 
rounded a picture of the impor'ant 
issues before the convention as can 
be given in this space. 

The Keynote Speeches 
The underlying issues facing the 
Socialist Party, but still unclariflcd, 
were implicit in the keynote 
speeches delivered at the opening 
session. The contrast between the 
two principal opening speeches, 
these of Danial W. Hoan and Nor- 
man Thomas, suggested almost the 
form of a debate, an impression 
which was emphasized by their re- 
petition of key passages For the 
newsreel cameras. Hoan laid his 
chief emphasis upon advocacy of a 
"Farmer- Labor Party" which, in 
his statement of it, clearly meant 



a conservative combination of re- 
formers of all brands similar to the 
petty bourgeois mess into which the 
Socialist Party of Wisconsin has 
been dragged by association with 
the Farmer-Labor Progressive Fed- 
eration organized in that state 
under the aegis of the LaFollette 
dynasty. 

On this score, Norman Thomas 
delivered his most decisive remarks 
of the convention. Contrary to 
Hoan, he stressed the necessity of 
socialism and of a socialist cam- 
paign in the presidential elections 
and dismissed the Farmer-Labor 
Party with simple reference to the 
impossibility of its organization in 
1936, at any rate. His remarks 
about those labor leaders who had 
jumped on the Roosevelt bandwag- 
on with the slogan of "Roosevelt or 
Reaction" were entirely in order. 
Thomas rightly compared this piece 
of deception with such treacherous 
slogans as "Wilson or War" in 1916, 
pointing out that just as we had 
got Wilson and war, so the victory 
of the Lewis-Hill ma n-Dubinsky 
course would moan Roosevelt and 
Reaction. He insisted that the only 
genuine choice before the workers 
in the present period was : Social- 
ism or Reaction and Imperialist 
War. Even if his speech was grave- 
ly marred by ambiguous formula- 
tions on more than one question 
— that of the Farmer-Labor Party 
not excluded — the great stress he 
laid on a straightforward socialist 
campaign so obviously harmonized 
with the sentiments of most of the 
delegates that he was constantly 
interrupted by bursts of applause. 

Indeed, significant of convention 
sentiment was the fact that while 
Krzycki's "prediction" that there 
would be a strong Farmer-Labor 
Party In this country "before many 
months are over", was greeted apa- 
thetically, spontaneous applause 
followed every statement of a clear 
cut campaign for socialism. The 
temper of the delegates is not so 
much to he judged by their mild 
interest or outright unconcern in 
those sections of the three keynote 
speeches which were diluted with 
liberal and reformist platitudes, but 
by their enthusiastic response to 
any sentence that smacked of mil- 
itant socialist aims and tactics. 

This was even more clearly evi- 
denced in the spirit prevaling dur- 
ing the fight over the seating of 
one of the two contesting delega- 
tions from New York, a dispute 
which consumed most of the time 
of the numerous sessions devoted 
to organizing the convention itself. 
The light was at bottom a high- 
ly significant struggle between po- 
litical tendencies — the delegation 
headed by Thomas representing the 
general line of the Militant group 
and that headed by Waldman rep- 
resenting the Old Guard. The stage 
of the development of the political 
struggle in the Socialist Party is 
still embryonic and more often than 



not the underlying issues of princi- 
ple are obscured by the emphasis 
laid on the confusing organizational 
aspects they assume. Nevertheless, 
those speeches that broke through 
the organizational crust and touch- 
ed the political heart of the conflict, 
were the ones that aroused the 
keenest interest of the delegates 
and created the clearest demarca- 
tions. 

Prelimi ary Skirmishes 

The first test of strength came in 
the vote on seating the disputed 
New Jersey delegations. The Na- 
tional Executive Committee, func- 
tioning as a credentials committee 
and represented by reporter Kru- 
ger, proposed the seating of the 
Militant delegation. Oneal, as mi- 
nority reporter, proposed a contra- 
ry motion. The N.E.C. proposal 
was upheld by a vote of 115 to 55. 
The minority was composed of the 
Right wing delegations drawing 
their main strength from Massa- 
chusetts, Connecticut, Maryland, 
parts of Pennsylvania, Washington, 
Montana and some scattering del- 
egates. The majority vote was 
made up of a combination of the 
delegates supporting the Militant 
group, plus 30 out of the 31 dele- 
gates from Wisconsin. The vote of 
the majority was not greater be- 
cause, due to the contest, neither of 
the two New York delegations was 
permitted to vote until their own 
dispute was decided by the uncon- 
tested delegates. 

Rhode Island and Texas were 
settled in favor of the Militants 
with approximately the same di- 
vision, bringing the Left wing 
strength up a notch or two after 
each decision. The section of the 
Pennsylvania delegation led by 
Darlington Hoopes of Heading, who 
had been leaning strongly towards 
the Old Guard without committing 
himself too irrevocably, had been 
challenged prior to the convention 
and on its floor. The Credentials 
Committee, however, upheld the 
claims of the Hoopes group, and 
just before the fight opened up over 
the New York contest, the chal- 
lenge against Hoopes was with- 
drawn, thus seating his contingent 
without actual dispute. 

Among the results of this ar- 
rangement was the loss by the New 
York Old Guard of the outright 
support of the Reading delegation 
upon which they had previously 
counted. Other results of the ar- 
rangement were made clear to ob- 
servers in the discussion of other 
questions brought on the floor at 
later sessions, as will be seen be- 
low. 

Old Guard States Its Case 

The settlement of all these minor 
disputes set the stage for the Now 
York contest — the one which arous- 
ed the sharpest division at the con- 
vention. After considerable parlia- 
mentary jockeying, Oneal led off 

(Continued on Page 4) 



Statement of Minnesota S. P. on 
Farmer Labor Party Question 



Editor's Note: The following 
is a statement on the Farmer- 
Labor Party question adopted by 
a Conference of the Socialist 
Party of Minnesota, and submit- 
ted by it to the delegates at the 
Cleveland Convention of the So- 
cialist Party. In a shortened 
form it was submitted for a vote 
to the Convention, and lost after 
vigorous defense by left wing 
delegates. It is of particular in- 
terest and importance, coming 
from the one State in the union 
where a Farmer-Labor Party is 
actually, and has for some time 

been, in existence and in power. 
■ * • 

In the United States, as through- 
out the rest of the capitalist world, 
capitalism is now in its declining 
stage. The international drive for 
profits by the capitalist class in all 
lands places an ever-increasing 
burden on the workers. American 
workers are not excepted from this 
burden. The struggle of American 
capitalists to retain their place in 
the world markets against the ever- 
sharper competition of foreign im- 
perialists, batters down living stan- 
dards of the workers and farmers 
of this country. 

To halt this process, to preserve 
their most elementary democratic 
rights, to win back any ground 
which they have lost, the toilers of 
America must now wage sharper, 
more determined and more militant 
struggles. In such struggles, a na- 
tional Farmer-Labor party would 
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not serve the working class. When 
capitalism was in its ascendant 
phase, a reformist party could have 
served the workers and farmers of 
America. Today with the decay of 
capitalism, reformism can no long- 
er play a progressive role in Amer- 
ica. 

Today several groups in tbe 
United States seek to bring into 
being a national Farmer-Labor 
party. These groups make the 
most Irresponsible and false prom- 
ises to the masses as to what a 
Farmer-Labor Party is able to ac- 
complish. All these groups seek to 
build their national Farmer-Labor 
party on the basis of class-collabor- 
atirfn, political trading and compro- 
mise; they seek to place in leader- 
ship of such a party not workers 
but liberal elements, and In many 
cases opportunistic bourgeois poli- 
ticians who see In such a party a 
vehicle to better their own political 
fortunes. Up to now, the bulk of 
the trade union movement has not 
endorsed the building of a national 
Farmer-Labor party. 

Today at this Socialist Party con- 
vention there are only two dele- 
gates from Minnesota, a state that 
once had a flourishing Socialist 
movement There is a very signi- 
ficant reason for this. We Social- 
ists of Minnesota have bad a long 
and bitter experience with an ac- 
tual Farmer-Labor party. We have 
had a better chance than comrades 
of other sections to observe the 
real functioning of such a party. 



The Minnesota Farmer-Labor party 
was built in the 1920's by just the 
sort of devoted militant workers 
who are assembled in this conven- 
tion. The radical and revolutionary 
workers built the Farmer-Labor 
iiarty in Minnesota. We made thou- 
sands of good Farmer-Labor con- 
verts — and broke our own party in 
the process. The Minnesota Farm- 
er-Labor party has been the main 
political power in our state since 
1930. It has elected senators, gov- 
ernors, representatives, congress- 
men, mayors and other state and 
municipal officers. During this pe- 
riod the Minnesota Farmer-Labor 
party cannot record any gains com- 
mensurate with the tremendous en- 
ergies devoted to its cause. On 
the contrary, the party has time 
after time betrayed the workers 
who elected it to power. The gov- 
ernor has brought in troops during 
strike situations against the de- 
mands of striking unions that he 
withhold such troops. Farmer- 
Labor Mayor Latimer of Minnea- 
polis has personally conducted 
scabs through picket lines, with the 
help of the police which were under 
his control. He has used his police 
against every strike that has arisen 
since he took office. Twice he has 
used Farmer-Labor police to break 
up and club unemployed demonstra- 
tions. He has done ail this de- 
spite the fact that he was elected 
to office by the largest majority 
(Conttntnd oo Page 4) 



2 Shot, 15 Jailed 
In LA Bean Strike 

Red Squad" Unleashes Terror Asainst Walk- 
out of 5,000 Agricultural Workers; 
Defense Funds Urgently Needed 



LOS ANGELES <By wire).— Two agricultural strikers were shot 
down and fifteen more arrested and held in high bail, as Los Angeles' 
notorious "Red Squad" attempted to terrorise the five thousand agri- 
cultural workers now on strike in this county. 

This strike is the first big agricultural strike since the conviction 
of Chambers, Decker, Norman Mini and five others in the famous 
Sacramento criminal syndicalism case in April, 1935. It is the first 
real sign of recovery from that blow, and may be the signal for a wave 
of strikes simitar to those of 1933 and 1934. 

The two strikers were wounded by thugs armed with shotguns, 
who broke up the picket lines. The police then followed up, arresting 
fifteen Mexicans and Filipinos on the preposterous charge of assault 
with a deadly weapon! Strikers are shot — and strikers are then ar- 
rested for shooting! Bail was fixed at $2,500 each. This is the second 
mass arrest in the strike, forty having been locked up last week. 

The Los Angeles labor movement is rallying to the defense of the 
strike. Belief and defense are being provided by a trade union com- 
mittee under the leadership of the International Ladies Garment 
Workers Union. The Socialist Party has provided bail for a score of 
strikers. The Non-Partisan Labor Defense has provided counsel, 
taking care of the prisoners' needs, and raising money for bail bonds. 

Defense funds are urgently needed. They should be sent to the 
Non-Partisan Labor Defense at 124 West 6th Street, Los Angeles. 



Unions Rap 
Co^PIot 

Rubber Workers and CLU 
Rally Against Provoca- 
tions of Barons 



By RICHARD FERGUSON 

AKRON, May 25.— With the mass 
arrest of 31 union workers at the 
Goodyear Tire and Rubber Co. late 
last Saturday night the never-end- 
ing struggle between the rubber 
workers and their despotic bosses 
is entering a new and higher plane. 
All Akron is seething. 

The arrests gre* out of a 12- 
hour sit-down on May 20 inside 
Goodyear 's plant 2, during which 
the unionists are charged with 
rioting and imprisoning foremen, 
supervisors and company union 
rats in a "bull pen" until the man- 
agement settled the workers' griev- 
ances. 

The mass arrests, coming late 
Saturday evening when it was al- 
most impossible to arrange bail, is 
everywhere reeognlzed as a deliber- 
ate move by the company to crush 
the union. All Akron labor Is in- 
furiated, especially because the 
company deputy who recently 
wounded five Goodyear workers by 
firing Into their midst, has just 
been acquitted in the same court 
in which the company will try to 
get convictions against union men. 

C.L.U. Supports Men 

Responding immediately to their 
brothers' need of assistance, the 
Central Labor Union held a meet- 
ing of its Defense Committee, 
which aided so greatly in the Good- 
year strike. The Committee has 
appealed for legal aid from the 
American Civil Liberties Union. It 
published a special resolution 
sharply condemning Goodyear 's re- 
fusal to bargain collectively with 
the union, and attacked the maa- 
(Continued on Page 3) 



Cotton Lords 
Ape Hitler 

Concentration Camps Set 

Up to Defeat Tenant 

Farmers Strike 



MEMPHIS, Tenn. — Thirty-five 
striking members of the Southern 
Tenant Farmers Union were 
thrown into jaii at Earl, Arkansas 
late yesterday, as the strike of five 
thousand farm laborers held the 
cotton plantations in Eastern Ar- 
kansas in its grip for the second 
day. Earlier in the day, Peacher, 
deputy sheriff and large cotton 
planter, had threatened to arrest 
any day-lahoren Sound on the 
streets of Earl. The Earl local ot 
the Southern Tenant Farmers' Un- 
ion and all the locals throughout 
Crit tendon County declare they 
will send all their men to fill the 
jails to overflowing before they 
will return to the fields at present 
starvation wages. 

Many instances of terrorism and 
intimidation have been reliably re- 
ported to Union headquarters ac- 
cording to H. L. Mitchell, Secretary 
of the Southern Tenant Farmers* 
Union. Workers in isolated areas 
have been driven to the cotton 
fields and forced to work by riding 
bosses who stand over them with 
high powered rifles. A. L. Lan- 
caster, planter in that region, him- 
self drove several people into the 
fields to work at the point of a 
gun. He remarked that he would 
build "a dam across tbe lake there 
with the bodies of dead Union 
men." A state official driving 
through Eastern Arkansas reported 
a large group of day laborers at 
work on the Blackflsh plantation 
near WIdener, Arkansas on U. S. 
Highway No. 70. He reported fur- 
ther that a man stood close by 
armed with a high-powered rifle. 
(Continued on Page 2) 



The Problem in Akron 



By A. J. MUSTE 
Several "sit-down" strikes have 
occurred recently In the Akron rub- 
ber plants including the Goodyear 
where a great strike came to an 
end only two months ago. Last 
Saturday thirty-one militants of 
Plant Two of Goodyear were sud- 
denly rounded up on charges of ri- 
oting in connection with one of 
these "stt-downs". "What is behind 
these turbulent developments? 

As readers of the New Militant 
will recall, the "settement" which 
marked the end of the Goodyear 
strike was by no means fully sat- 
isfactory to the workers. For one 
thing, the demand that the Good- 
year company union be abolished, or 
at least that the company definitely 
agree no longer to finance it, was 
not achieved. Thus the workers 
went back partly as union men, a 
minority as company union men. 
Now no situation where a real un- 
ion and a company union exists 
side by side can possibly be a sta- 
tic one. The employer immediately 
resorts to direct or Indirect methods 



to undermine the union. The union 
men, unless they are prepared to 
lose the ground which they have 
won in their strike struggle, must 
work to win over or eliminate non- 
union or anti-union workers. The 
fight Is invariably transferred from 
the picket line to the plant. In this 
ease the conflict is peculiarly sharp, 
because the men have maintained at 
top pitch the militancy which they 
displayed during the strike at Good- 
year, the other big companies, and 
the employers in the basic indus- 
tries generally are well aware that 
if the rubber union actually estab- 
lishes Itself, the movement In steel 
and automobiles will receive a tre- 
mendous impetus. 

Conditions Still Bad 

If there was a particle of ground 
left for the assertion that the "set- 
tlement" of March 21st effected 
even a partial adjustment of basic 
problems, that particle is now re- 
moved. Even the capitalist press 
admits this. The Cleveland Press, 
(Continued on Page 2) 
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THE HONOR ROLL 



We have long been uneasy about 
Solntzev. Recent letters bring us 
the grave news of his being hound- 
ed to death. . . . Still a young man 
(he was not more than 3D years 
old], Solntzev was among the most 
talented, true, and authoritative 
Bolshevik-Leninists. On his return 
from a mission to the U.S.A. in 
1027-1928 where he went, we be- 
lieve, with I'yutakov, he was short- 
ly arrested, and sent to an isolator 
for 3 years, then received an ad- 
ditional term (if 2 years, serving 
this term in Verk line- Uralsk ; he 
was freed after the mass hunger 
striek or the Oppositionists against 
the added automatic -sentences" to 
new prison terms, and was exiled 
either to the Northern part of the 
Urals or .Western Siberia (we are 
unable to recall the precise place) 
to an utterly forsaken spot, where 
he found himself absolutely alone, 
and of course doomed to total un- 
employment. Almost no letters at 
ail reached him, letters from him 
to his friends would arrive in the 
ration of one out of three. His 
wife and child were exiled to Min- 
yusinsk— the disingenuous bureau- 
crats still sought to break the 
lighter by destroying Ms personal 
life. In the middle of 1033. Sol- 
ntzev was once again arrested in 
exile where he could not have 
failed to have been politically in- 
active. He was given a new sen- 
tence: 5 years in the isolator, to 
which he immediately replied by 
a hunger-strike to death if need be. 
On the 18th day of the hunger 
strike he was informed that the 
sentence had been revoked. Death 
was nearing, and the executioners 
became "embarrassed." For, the 
news would spread! Solntzev was 
given exile to Miuyusinsk, i.e.. the 
possibility to see his wife and son. 
Still convalescing, he was sent off 
under police convoy, together with 
criminals, in prison cars, from one 
sinking transport Jail of the old 
regime to the next. En route, in 
Novosobirsk he had to have an 
emergency operation. He had un 



several times, committed to prisons 
and exiles. He fell gravely ill, 
alter receiving a long prison term 
in 1034 as a Bolshevik- Leninist 
and being sent to Susdal prison. 
The prison regime caused an ex- 
treme aggravation of a condition 
resulting from a wound he received 
at the front. Dumbadze began 
gradually to lose the ability to move 
both his hands. Comrades in the 
cell had to dress him, feed him, etc. 
The prison commission of te G.P.U. 
headed by Andreyeva, on one of ils 
inspection tours, promised to ar- 
range medical treatments for him. 
As a result, he was shortly trans- 
ferred to the Butyrski infirmary in 
which, for technical reasons, he 
could not receive treatments. Then 
his martyrdom began. The half- 
I paralyzed veteran was shunted — 
and under what conditions! — from 
exile to prison, from prison to ex- 
ile; he is brought to unequipped 
infirmaries, and suddenly thrown 
nut and left to his own devices. In 
February and March, 193(i he 
turned up in exile in Sarapul, all 
alone — there are no comrades there, 
so that he iias nobody to help him 
even to dress or undress; he has 
no resources (the G.P.U. dispenses 
unemployment ''relief" of ... 40 
rubles a month, while a kilo of 
bread costs 1 ruble, and a comer 
in a lodging room not less than 30 
rubles); he is helpless, made a 
wreck by a progressing disease. 

A tragic letter of his circulated 
in exile ; it is written as a child 
writes, in printed letters. 

If from nooks and corners of the 
entire world there does not rise 
the voice of the advanced repre- 
sentatives of the working class, de- 
manding that Lado Dumbadze, a 
veteran of the October Kevolution 
be given immediate medical treat- 
ment and an opportunity to live like 
a human being, even within the 
walls of the bureaucratic prisons, 
then our comrade Is doomed to die 
shortly. 



ON THE FLYING TRAPEZE AGAIN 



inflammation of the middle ear, and 
he died on an infirmary cot in 
January, 1936. 

It is impossible to convey in 
words the meaning of this loss to 
the Russian communists. His image 
will have to be restored ; we will 
always remember him. As a theo- 
retician, as an exemplary person- 
ality, crystal pure in character, as 
an unwavering proletarian revolu- 
tionist, capable of bearing up un- 
der everything and of sacrificing 
everything for years, Solntzev left 
an indelible impression upon every- 
body who knew him. We in Russia 
considered him as possibly the out- 
standing of our young and future 
leaders. 

The writer of these lines doesn't 
like to exaggerate, and knows the 
value of words — he also knows that 
it was impossible to overestimate 
Solntzev. 

They tormented him to death. 
They also knew him, and they eval- 
uated him in their own fashion. 
• • • 
Vassili Feodorvich Pankratov 
V. If. Pankratov is one of the 
most devoted and influential of 
Russian Oppositionists. A former 
sailor in the Baltic fleet, partici- 
pant of the revolution in Kronstadt, 
delegate of the Kronstadt Soviet to 
Kerensky, participant of the civil 
war, important member of the 
Cheka and the G.P.U., Opposition- 
ist since 1923, vice-chairman of the 
Trans-Caucasian collegium of the 
G.P.U., he was arrested as a Bol- 
shevik- Leninist in 1928 and sen- 
tenced to three years imprisonment. 
Upon the expiration of the term in 
Verkhne-Uralsk, in view of his up- 
right character, he received an ad- 
ditional term of 2 years. In 1933 
he was freed and exiled to Oren- 
burg, where his wife Elizabeth 
Senatskaya also resided in exile. 
She was in reality not a party 
member, and was exiled solely be- 
cause she was Pankratov's wife. In 
Orenburg, Pankratov worked as an 
economist In Zagotzerno, and quick- 
ly earned the confidence of the 
management of this institution as 
a trusty and exemplary co-worker. 
He -was arrested after the Kirov 
affair, without the slightest pretext 
for new persecutions, discounting 
of course, the "legal" pretext of 
his remaining true to his convic- 
tions. Pankratov served four to 
five months in complete isolation. 
Hia pregnant wife ' bad absolutely 
no news from him during this time. 
Later we learned that Pankratov 
was once again in the Verkhne- 
Uralsk prison for a five-year term, 
to which he was sentenced after an 
absolutely monstrous and cruel In- 
vestigation and trial, about which 
we cannot say anything now. He 
was recently lodged in the prison 
in a common cell with L. B. Kam- 
enev, Smilga, and Slepkov. 

The name of Pankratov must be- 
come widely known to the prole- 
tarian revolutionists, as the name 
of one of the most valuable and 
courageous representatives of the 
October traditions in the U.S.S.R. 
whose life mast be protected from 

the Stalinist stranglers. 
* • • 

Lado Dumbadie 

I* Dumbadze Is an old Georgian 

Bolshevik, participant in the civil 

war, wounded at the front, arrested 



Mikhail Bodrov 

A Moscow worker, soldier in the 
Red Army during the civil war, 
Bolshevik -Leninist. Early in 1928, 
after L. D. Trotsky was exiled to 
Alma Ata, comrade M. Bodrov was 
sent by the organization to Alma 
Ata to serve as a contact between 
Moscow and L. D. Trotsky. As- 
suming the appearance of an Ural 
peasant, with a beard and proper 
papers, M. Bodrov obtained horses 
and wagon and used to make regu- 
lar trips as coachman between 
Alma Ata and the nearest railway 
station (eity of Frunze, more than 
20 versts distant ) . Under very 
difficult conditions, comrade Bodrov- 
gave proof of great firmness, cool- 
ness and skill. Solving his task 
in a splendid fashion, he assured a 
connection for L. I). Trotsky with 
Moscow, at the most difficult point. 
After maintaining himself almost 
a year, comrade Bodrov was ar- 
rested in connection with another 
"case" but was also "exposed" as 
the coachman. He sat for several 
months in various jails, and then 
was exiled. Arrested once again, 
he spent three years (1931-1934) in 
the Verkhne-Uralsk prison. At 
present he is in exile. Other re- 
ports say that he has been sent to 
a concentration camp. 
* * . * 
Gregory Stopalov 
Entered the party in 1917, and 
while still a student participated 
actively in the revolutionary strug- 
gle in the Ukraine. During the 
civil war worked In the Ukraine, in 
particular, underground under Den- 
ikin. 

A Bolshevik-Leninist since 1923, 
comrade G. Stopalov graduated the 
Institute of "Red Professors." An 
excellent economist, author of a 
number of scientific works, G. Stop- 
aloy is one of the outstanding 
young oppositionists. A number of 
programmatic and other important 
documents of the basic kernel of 
the Bolshevik- Leninists in the 
Verkhne-Uralsk isolator come from 
the pen of comrade Stopalov. 

After serving three years in pris- 
on— 1929-1932 — comrade G. Stopa- 
lov had hardly managed to settle 



down in his new place of residence 
when he was again arrested and 
once more sentenced to three years 
in prison. 

In 1933, comrade Stopalov's wife, 
comrade Lemberskaya, was also 
clapped In jail. She is an active 
Oppositionist, member of the party 
since the civil war, a former teacher 
in a party school. 

IN ORENBURG EXILE 
In Orenburg exile there are at 
the present time a number of out- 
standing comrades of the Commun- 
ist Opposition ( Bolshevik -Lenin - 
ists): B. M. Elzin, an old Bolshev- 
ik, Lida Svalova. I. Belenki, I. Byk, 
V. M. Cherykh, F. A .Upstein, 
Leonid Guirshek. Last year B. I. 
Lyakhovitsky and A. S. San talon 
were taken from exiie and placed in 
a concentration camp. All these 
comrades are devoted, firm, and 
convinced Communist Opposition- 
ists, several of them outstanding 
leaders. There have already been 
forced in exile and prisons remark- 
able, devoted and deeply convinced 
revolutionists, who hear up with 
extraordinary firmness under sys- 
tematic strangulation. 

After the Kirov affair, there were 
arrested the Mowing comrades who 
had recently left the prisons and 
who received new long prison terms : 
V. F. Pankratov (served 5 years; 
received another 5 years; his wife 
and child have been exiled to As- 
trakhan) and Ch. M. Pevzner 
(served 4 years, received 5 years 
additional). 

Here are also to be found, at 
least until recently, several dozen 
exiled "Trot sky ists," former Oppo- 
sitionists, who had capitulated long 
ago, or who had secondary differ- 
ences with the ruling group. Their 
names: Mdineradze (professor of 
philosophy), B. D. Prozorov (his- 
tory instructor from Dnepropet- 
rovsk), Kaznacheyev (in Decem- 
ber 1!>35 finished his term of exile, 
after a concentration camp, and 
now again arrested, after four 
months), Uimitrieff (history teach- 
er in the high schools of Ivanovo- 
Voznesensk, recently again sent to 
concentration camp), Udin, Radin, 
M. It. Sorokina (she recently con- 
cluded her exile, and was freed) 
Solovyan, and Chernoborodov. They 
all call themselves supporters of 
the general line of the party. 

Among the "Right Communists"; 
I. G. Boeharov (he recently re- 
ceived "minus 15"; after serving a 
three year term of exile). 

Among the Mensheviks: G. D. 
Kuchin, Goldberg, the Esthonian 
Zommer, who arrived from prison 
and was recently again arrested 
(he will probably be taken to a 
concentration . camp). There are 
also several S. R.'s. Of the S.R.'s 
here, a member of the C.E.C., Ger- 
stein dead more than a year ago. 
He received permission to go for a 
cure to Kazan on the day he died. 
Several socialists have been sen- 
tenced to a new term of exile for 
having sent In their time letters to 
the French Socialist and Commu- 
nist papers, bailing the united 
front— which was done of course 
not without the tacit consent of 
the powers that be. 

Of the Georgian social democrats 
there is the old man Ramishvili. 

Among the anarchists ; A. A. 
Inaun, Kornilov (recently ended his 
exile), P. Sokolov. (In the last ten 
years has made the rounds of al- 
most all the concentration camps 
in the U.S.S.R.) Sokolov is a Len- 
ingrad worker, a house painter, ex- 
iled for consorting with students. 
Represented here are also Com- 
munists from among the national 
minorities and Zionists. The over- 
whelming majority of the worker- 
communist population in exile, in- 
cluding the "general-liners,* 1 I.e., 
former oppositionists, the "support- 
ers of the general line" have been 
arrested for "careless" remarks. 
Out of approximately 150 exiles in 
Orenburg, they comprise about 100. 
They are very little developed and 
passive individuals. 

Here are also more than a thou- 
sand Leningraders, exiled after the 
Kirov affair. Among them, there 
are many women, old men and 
children. 



Cotton Lords 
Ape Hitler 

(Continued from Page 1) 

The strike of farm laborers was 
called on May 18 with the workers 
demanding $1.50 per 10 hour day. 
The present starvation wages paid 
by the planters are 75 cents per 
day from sun-up to son-set. The 
cotton "chopping" or "weeding" 
time is now at its height and the 
crops are in danger of being choked 
by weeds. 

Four pickets from the Memphis 
local of the Workers Alliance of 
America were found guilty in po- 
lice court of "disorderly conduct" 
The Workers Alliance had under- 
taken to support the strike of farm 
laborers in Arkansas and on Mon- 
day morning stationed piekets at 
the Harahan bridge which crosses 
the Mississippi into Arkansas. They 
carried placards bearing the slo- 
gans: "A Laborer Is Worthy of 



His Hire," "Arkansas Planters Un- 
fair to Organized Labor," "We 
Can't Live on 75c a Day," "The 
Unemployed Workers of Memphis 
Won't Scab." Planters who came 
to Memphis which is the market 
for cotton laborers were unable to 
obtain any workers, Negro or white, 
to cross the bridge to take the 
jobs of the strikers. Will Lee, 
Memphis chief of police, said in 
court that 700 workers had been 
turned hack at the bridge and 40 
tucks unloaded by the pickets. 

Tuesday morning _ two large 
trucks from the Wilson plantation 
(largest cotton plantation in Ar- 
kansas) succeeded in securing only 
five men. Chief Lee, who defended 
the arrests told the Arkansas 
planters that If any more pickets 
interfered with their attempts to 
obtain day laborers "to beat them 
down with clnbs and the law would 
protect them." He told the men 
arrested that "he was going to 
break up this damn business" and 
If any of them returned to the 
bridge "he would beat the hell out 
of them.'* 



Recognizing that the draft pro- 
gram of the I-ef t wing of the So- 
cialist Party is a step forward, Alex 
Bittelman undertakes the task, 
nay ! the duty of proving helpful to 
the I*ft Socialists. 'It is our plain 
duty to show what's what and 
who's who in the draft program." 
<P- 3.) 

What keeps the Socialists from 
really going left in their program 
are -'harmful influences." Who? 
On the one hand the pseudo-Lefts 
like Zam; and on the other hand — 
'■influences of a kind that cannot be 
characterized otherwise than as 
those of counter-revolutionary 
Trotskyism." (p. 3.) 

Bittelman divides his "work" 
into two parts: I. Questions of 
Program; II. Questions of Tactics. 

Under the first head, he deals 
with "fundamental programmatic 
questions of the present epoch." 
These are four (4), and read as 
follows : 

1) The Dictatorship of the Pro- 
letariat (i.e., the nature of the 
workers' state). 

2) Soviet power <i.e., the form of 
the workers' state). 

3) The road to power (i.e., the 
method of attaining the workers' 
state). 

4) The two worlds or "The Out- 
standing Victory of the World Pro- 
letariat at the Present Time" (i.e. 
"the final and irrevocable victory 
of socialism in the Soviet Union" — 
p. 16). 

Under the second head, he deals 
with six (fi) '"tactics": 1) Fascism, 
2) War and "The Struggle for 
Peace"; 3) United Front; 4) Trade 
Union Unity; 5) Farmer-Labor 
Party; 6) Organic Unity. 

Very well. For argument's sake 
we shall allow Bittelman his four 
"principles" and his six '"tactics" 
which all "revolve around one cen- 
tral point" (p. 17). We shall later 
deal with each one separately. First 
we wish to examine how the So- 
cialist draft fares in the light of 
Mittelman's own specifications. 
Concessions Kun Amok 
On the very first page, as was 
said above, we are informed of the 
deficiencies in the draft due to the 
harmful influences. Where are these 
to manifest themselves if not in 
the "fundamental" questions? 

In fundamental issue No. 1 (Dic- 
tatorship of Proletariat) Bittelman 
uncovers "two serious weaknesses" 
(p. 8). The first of which is a con- 
cession to the Old Guard ; the sec- 
ond — "a concession to the 'Lefts' of 
the Zam variety." (p. 8). The Left 
Socialists it appears are going . . , 
ultra-right and ultra -left at one 
and the same time. 

In fundamental issue No. 2 (So- 
viet power) the Left Socialists are 
reminded of the sin they committed 
in issue No. 1, for no "genuine Left 
(can) afford to be ambiguous . . . 
on such a vital and fundamental 
point of revolutionary principle" (p. 
7 ) . And Bittelman immediately 
condemns them again for "another 
concession to reformism" (p. 11). 

As regards fundamental issue No. 
3 (Road to Power), the draft, ac- 
cording to B., states the correct 
premise but the conclusion it draws 
is a compromise conclusion, "a 
compromise with reformist influ- 
ences" (p. 13); "strongly influenced 
by reformism" (p. 13) ; "'a bad com- 
promise with reformist influence" 
(p. 13). 

On crucial Issue No. 4 {Socialism 
in one country), the Lefts are once 
again charged with setting down a 
correct premise but, this time, of 
failing to draw any conclusions 
whatsoever. As any Marxist knows 
the failure to draw the revolution- 
ary conclusions is no minor charge, 
either. So Bittelman wants to 
know: "Why?" "Why this reluc- 
tance!" (p. 15); "Why these omis- 
sions?" (p. 16). What makes Bit- 
telman hound the Left Socialists so 
is the fact that the draft "says 
nothing of the flnal and irrevocable 
victory of socialism in the Soviet 
Union." (p. 16). 

Bittelnian's Findings 
But Bittelman himself does not 
tell us why. He does not even tell 
us whether this is an ultra-right or 
ultra-left silence, or whatnot. In- 
stead he makes an ominous prom- 
ise : "We shall see later how these 
omissions result in some very seri- 
ous errors . . . For the present it is 
sufficient to emphasize that on this 
point, as on many others, the draft 
program shows unmistakeable 
signs of struggle between the gen- 
uine Leftward tendency in the So- 
cialist Party and the "Left," be- 
tween the sound proletarian and 
revolutionary instincts of the Lefts 
and some very vicious Trotskyist 
counter - revolutionary influences." 
(P- 18). 

Thus, on questions of principles 
Bittelman finds the following: 

1), Two serious weaknesses; one 
—ultra-right. Old Guard variety; 
the other fake-left, Zam variety. 

2) "Another sin to the right, re- 
formist variety. 

3) Still another right deviation, 
"bad" reformist variety. 

4) A struggle between revolution- 
ary "instincts" and fake-left "influ- 
ences," the very -vicious-Trotsky lst- 
counter- revolutionary variety. This 
struggle is a source of "very seri- 
ous errors," of unspecified nature. 
Evidently, Bittelman sometimes 
also prefers to state a premise 
without drawing any conclusions. 
After all, a counter-revolutionary 
Influence can lead, only to counter- 
revolutionary errors. And no one, 



Bittelman Takes the Swing this 
Time in Pamphlet "Going Left" 



no matter how sublime his instincts 
can get very far to the left^ with 
such errors. 

The Horrible Example 
To sum up: In his principled an- 
alysis Bittelman arrives at the 
conclusion that on three out of four 
issues, the Left Socialists are to his 
right, and on the fourth, so far to 
his right as to be iu the camp of 
'"very vicious" counter-revolution. 
Therefore it turns out that since 
the mistakes in principle in the 
draft program are largely conces- 
sions to reformism and counter-rev- 
olution, the Left Socialists must be 
attacked for being ultra-left (or 
sectarian). "'One of our major tac- 
tical criticisms of the draft pro- 
gram is its sectarianism" {p. 23). 
'■Sectarianism is the great enemy 
of the draft program" (p. 30). 

Bitleimau has a horrible example 
to hold up to the Left Socialists. 
None other than himself. "There 
was a time when we ourselves were 
not fully free from a similar sec- 
tarianism. We therefore should 
like to warn and guard the Left 
Socialists against repeating our 
mistakes" (p. 3S). As the poet 
said: Let such teach others who 
themselves excel. 

But all the time B. knows that 
the Left Socialists are really mov- 
ing to the left. He has an infallible 
compass to guide him. Every once 
in a while he need only quote a 
sentence from Dimitroff's report 
by the Seventh World Congress, to 
discover that "the draft program 
tends in the same direction." From 
this premise he draws the infallible 
conclusion that the Left-wing must 
he going Left. "This is highly 
commendable. It shows that the 
Left wing is going Leftward" (p. 
17). 

Lenin was fond of remarking that 
a fool could utter more nonsense 
on a single page than a score of 
wise men could clarify in a vol- 
ume. Bittelman fills 46 pages. 
« * • 

On Fascism 

Since Bittelman attacks the Left 
Socialists most violently for their 
position on Fascism, we shall first 
of all look into that. 

He accuses the Lefts of telling 
only half-truths. The draft points 
out that Fascism proved victorious 
"in some countries" only because 
the workers failed to take power — 
a failure due in part to the fact 
that the Socialist Parties were "not 
in reality revolutionary parties." 
Bittelman quotes this passage ap- 
provingly. "This is quite correct" 
(p. 18). But that is only part of 
the truth. If in "some countries" 
the Fascists took power because 
the workers did not take it, then in 
pne country the workers "did take 
power and did forestall the coming 
of reaction and fascism. . . . That 
was the Soviet Union — the former 
empire of the Tsar and capitalists. 
This is incontestable history." (p. 
18. Emphasis in the original.) 

From tbis, according to Bittel- 
man, follow four (4) "inescapable" 
conclusions. We shall cite only 
one : ''Had the German working 
class taken . . . the revolutionary 
road. Fascism would have never 
triumphed" (p. 19). 

Who Is Responsible? 

Who is responsible for the failure 
of the German working class to 
take the revolutionary road?. Ac- 
cording to Bittelman, only the Ger- 
man Social Democracy, for if the 
Left Socialists were acquainted 
with "incontestable history" they 
would have learned that the Com- 
munists had already led the Rus- 
sian workers against the Russian 
Fascists and therefore could have 



According to the Left Socialists, 
however, the German Communist 
Party "contributed just as much to 
the victory of Fascism" as did the 
Social Democracy. 

Bittelman declares himself abso- 
lutely "astounded" (p. 20). Not 
only "do the Left- Social ists tell part 
truth, but on top of that they pro- 
ceed to add such a "sentence" ! It 
is a horrible sentence. It does not 
even belong in a program ; it is an 
imposition, not to use a harsher 
term; it strikes a discordant note, 
and it really hurts Bittelman be- 
cause it hurts the program and the 
Left wingers. 

A Slander Indeed! 

"This sentence introduces some- 
thing which does not belong to the 
draft program. It Imposes upon 
the program counter-revolutionary 
Trot sky ite influences. It is alto- 
gether out of tune with the main 
trend of the program. It hurts the 
draft program and it hurts the Left 
wing." (p. 20. Emphasis in orig.) 

This sentence hurts Bittelman so 
that he must take it apart in four 
pieces, clause by clause, 
that the first part is a "slander, 
ana repeats, "We repeat: it does 
not belong there (i.e. in the draft 
program)" (p. 20). He takes the 
second clause, and again throws it 
away in disgust "Slander." But 
when he comes to the third "point" 
he pulls up short. "This is curi- 
ous!" (p- 20). It is. Instead of 
trying to brazen it out with Insults 
and denials, Bittelman sets out to 
prove that the Left Socialists are 
themselves guilty of what they ac- 
cuse the C.P. Since the counter- 
revolutionary Trotskyists are able 
to "impose" on the Left Socialists, 
why not Bittelman, too? On page 
21 of his pamphlet, he tries to im- 
pose upon them the theory of social- 
Fascism. No more, no less. We 
quote this "curiosity" verbatim: 

The Skeleton Again 

"3. 'It's (i.e., C-P-'s) theory of 
social-fascism and opposition to 
the united front.' This is curious. 
Prior to making this statement the 
draft program itself (emphasis in 
original ( formulated a complete 
theory of social -fascism. It stated 
(we repeat the quotation) : 'In re- 
jecting the Marxian conception of 
the state as an instrument of class 
oppression, and, in clinging to cap- 
italist democracy, the Social-Demo- 
cratic Party of Germany objective- 
ly prepared the conditions for the 
victory of fascism (p. 9). What 
is this but a theory of social-fas- 
cism? What is social-fascism? It 
is socialism in words and 'preparing 
the conditions for the victory of 
fascism' (paving the road for fas- 
cism)— in deed. This was all so- 
cial fascism ever meant. And this 
is precisely what the draft program 
says about German Social-Democ- 
racy. If you. Left Socialists are 
right in saying so, and you ARE 
right, then why was it wrong for 
the German Communist Party to 
say so? Instead of condemning it, 
you should extend praise because 
It said it. . . ." (p. 21. Emphasis in 
original.) 

Scorn itself is disarmed by this 
Stalinist who sweats and squirms 
over his daily stint just as he did 
not so very long ago when expound- 
ing the virtues of the theory of 
social- fascism in somewhat differ- 
ent tones. 

Only three years ago, in June, 
instead of telling us how the "Trot- 
skyltes" mislead the Left Social- 
ists, the Stalinists were busy dis- 
tributing a little pamphlet: "What 
is happening in Germany?*' It was 



sidium of the E.C.C.L, on April 1, 
1933. Here is what Heckert had 
to say on the meaning of the theory 
of social- fascism : 

"Communists foresaw Fascist 
evolution of Social Democracy." 

"Did the C.P.G. and the Comin- 
tern foresee the inevitability of the 
fascist development of social de- 
mocracy? Did they warn the work- 
ers of it? Xes, they foresaw it and 
issued their warning! . . . Comrade 
Stalin gave a definition of the de- 
velopment of social democracy into 
fascism that in its exactness and 
its clear-sightedness is unsur- 
passed, a definition that was made 
the basis of the program of the 
Comintern and the policy of the 
C.P.G. : 

"' "Fascism — said comrade Stalin 
—is a fighting organization of the 
bourgeoisie, an organization that 
rests on the active support of social 
democracy. Social democracy is 
objectively the moderate wing of 
fascism. There exists no reason for 
supposing that, the fighting organ- 
ization of the bourgeoisie can 
achieve decisive successes in their 
struggle or in their leadership of 
the country without the active sup- 
port of social democracy. And 
there is just as little reason to sup- 
pose that social democracy can 
achieve decisive successes in its 
struggles or in its leadership of 



„ the country without the active sup- 
port by the fighting organization of 
the bourgeoisie. These organizatios 
do not contradict each other, but 
complete each other. They are not 
antipodes, but twins. . . .' 

"AH that has happened in Ger- 
many completely confirms the cor- 
rectness of Comrade Stalin's prog- 
nosis. Hitler does not reject the 
support of social democracy. The 
social democrats are already show- 
ing their readiness to participate iu 
all the bloody crimes of fascism 
against the working class" (Fritz 
Heckert, What Is Happening In 
Germany, pp. 20-21). 

And just to prove that this was 
"all" there ever was to the theory 
of social -fa seism : "The present 
fascization of German social democ- 
racy is no accidental interlude, but 
the road that all social -democratic 
parties will go . . ." (idem, p. 24.) 
Could anything be more curious? 
Yes ! For no sooner has Bittelman 
written his remarkable exposition 
of "all there ever was" to it, than 
lie tosses off the following : 
And the United Front! 
"As to Communist 'opposition to 
the united front' — well, well. . . . 
The Communist Party fought for 
the united front; the Social-Demo- 
cratic Party fought against the 
united front" (p. 22. Emphasis in 
original). 

For Instance : "In the Manches- 
ter Guardian of March 22 the so- 
cial-fascist Trotsky, gave as the 
cause of the seizure of power by 
Hitler the fact that the C.P.G. had 
not formed a united front with the 
social democratic party on a plat- 
form exclusively acceptable to so- 
cial democracy : "The defense of the 
parliamentary government and the 
mass trade unions' ... an endeavor 
to smuggle In this scoundrelly plat- 
form, which not even a Wels dared 
to suggest to the Communists, even 
after the seizore of power by Hit- 
ler. . . . But what would such a 
platform for the united front have 
implied, even if the social demo- 
crats had been ready to fight for- 
it in reality? ... It would have 
meant for the Communist Party a 
defection to the position of Wels 
and Leipart; a retreat from Marx 
and Lenin, a detection of Hiuden- 
burg. It would have meant a tran- 
sition to the position of a reaction- 
ary united front with the bour- 
geoisie, in the last instance to Hit- 
ler" (Heckert pp. 22-23). 
(To be continued) 



never failed the German workers, written after Hitler was in power, 
against Hitler. and it was approved by the Pre- 



The Problem in Akron 



(Continued from Page 1) I 

for example, stated the other day:| 
"Impartial observers say that in re- 
ality conditions in Akron are as bad 
as ever. They point to the frequent 
sit-down strikes In recent weeks as 
showing dissatisfaction in the 
ranks of the workers. Thus the use 
of company union pace-setters for 
speed-up purposes continues. In at 
least one deartment recently an at- 
tempt was made to increase hours 
without first taking a vote as pro- 
vided in the strike settlement At- 
tempts to lay off union men contin- 
ue though in each instance the mili- 
tancy of the workers has thwarted 
them. The general fear of excessive 
lay-offs when the slack season 
comes, induced by the abolition of 
the thirty-hour week by the compa- 
nies and the failure to get it restor- 
ed by the strike, contlues to domin- 
ate the thinking of the men. 

Since production in rubber is still 
at a high level and in view of the 
automobile production level seems 
likely to continue for some weeks, 
the highly provocative acts of the 
company against union men present 
on the surface a puzzle. The most 
likely explanation Is this. Though 
the company probably desires unin- 
terrupted production at the moment, 
it cannot afford to appear supine 
and weak in face of tho aggressive- 
ness of the union men who in a re- 
cent sit-down practically took en- 



tire control of one of the Goodyear 
plants. Such a show of weakness 
would be certain to lead the men to 
begin the general strike against the 
large rubber firms to gain the gen- 
uine recognition and other demands 
which they failed to get in the 
strike settlement. Such a strike 
may also come If the company's at- 
titude Is hard boiled. In fact pro- 
vocative measures caried beyond a 
certain point would certainly pre- 
cipitate a strike. Thus the com- 
pany will try to pursue a middle 
course until the main drive for pro- 
duction is over and an Inventory Is 
piled up when it may institute a 
lockout or answer a strike with a 
complete shut down for a consider- 
able period. 

A snut-down in the fall might be 
regarded as injurious to the Roose- 
velt election campaign and the big 
industrialists are trying to push 
Roosevelt still further to the right 
by such measures. It must be borne 
in mind also that the Supreme 
Court's decision on the Guffey Case 
threatening also the National Labor 
Relations Board, etc, is an open in- 
vitation to employers to take the 
offensive against the unions. 

In the present Akron situation, 
charged with dynamite ae it Is, 
timorous and reactionary union offi- 
cials will seek to curb and repress 
the magnificent militancy of the answer? 



workers. Nothing could be worse. 
In a hit or miss, undirected use of 
the ."sit-down" there is danger. 
The company might provoke such 
demonstrations to rouse the public 
prejudice against the workers, etc. 
But the militancy which will not 
tolerate employer injustice and in- 
solence must be organized — not re- 
pressed. To company wails that the 
workers are interfering with pro- 
duction, the union can answer that 
corporations which refuse to recog- 
nize unions and to set up machinery 
for prompt adjustment of grievan- 
ces are inviting trouble and ought 
to get It, since the alternative fa 
submission and slavery for the 
workers. 

The problem will not be solved, 
however, by the kind of agreement 
between the union and the employer 
which apparently "recognizes" the 
union but actually "recognizes" the 
union officialdom as agents for car- 
rying on class collaboration with 
the employers. Not outward forms 
but the content and essence count in 
the matter of union agreements. 

The basic fear of the Akron 
workers Is layoffs i.e. insecurity. 
The basic demand of the union is 
for no layoffs, the restoration of the 
normal thirty-hour week and red- 
uction of hours to an even lower 
point in the slack season. That will 
mean job security. And that will 
lay the basis for confidence among 
the workers on which militancy can 
be permanently sustained. 

The workers- of Akron look to the 
leadership of the Rubber Workers 
Union and of the .1.0. to advance 
toward that goal. What is their 
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An Eye-witness Account 
Of Events in Poland 

Participant Tells How Revival in Labor Movement 

Is Met by Savage Police Repression and 

Betrayed by Stalinists and Reformists 



CRACOW, March 28.— Following 
are some facts concerning recent 
events here. The workers of the 
rubber products factory ''Semperit'' 
struck and at the same time occu- 
pied the plant to prevent the em- 
ployer from hiring scabs and to 
force him to acquiesce. On the 
nights of Friday and Saturday of 
the past week the police attacked 
the sleeping workers (it was about 
4 in the morning) and ejected them 
from the building, horribly mas- 
sacring them, not even sparing the 
pregnant women. 

Alarming rumours circulated 
through the city. Two were said to 
have been slain. The official com- 
muniques denied this. The trade 
union leadership and the National 
Executive Committee of the Polish 
Socialist Party fP.P.S.) underpres- 
sure of the masses declared a 24 
hours general strike for Monday, 
March 23rd. 

The city was almost completely 
paralyzed by the strike. Only the 
street ear workers remained onthe 
job. A crowd of 15-20,000 workers 
congregated in Varshavska Street. 
The representatives of the P.P.S., 
the "Bund" (Jewish Socialist Par- 
ty) and the K.P.P. (Communist 
Party of Poland) addressed the 
workers in extremely moderate lan- 
guage. The masses became Impa- 
tient: "We must demonstrate." 
One felt that nothing could quell 
the will to straggle. Finally the 
demonstration formed. 15,000. They 
shouted: "On to the Waywode." 
"Down with Minister Svltalskl." 
Massacre on the Streets 

We arrived at the Mateyeka 
square. The police fired. First in 
the air. Then into the crowd. 
There were dead and wounded al- 
ready. But we did not surrender. 
Arms were obtained. Fences, bench- 
es and paving stones were torn 
up. "The cops will pay for this." 
Buses, streetcars and wagons were 
overturned to serve as barricades. 
Window glasses of stores were 
smashed. The workers behaved 
splendidly and defended themselves 
heroically. But the arms of the Op- 
ponents were much more superior. 
We lacked the training and am- 
munition (at least partial armam- 
ent). And everywhere there were 
detachments of police armed to the 
teeth. The machine- gun went Into 
action. After three hours of furious 
resistance the forces of the capital- 
ist state prevailed. 

. . . The official communiques 
spoke of 8 dead and a few score 
wounded. In reality there were at 
least 20 dead and 100 wounded mor- . 
tally or seriously wounded, not to . 
speak of those slightly wounded. . . 



On the same evening delegates of 
the trade unions, the P.P.S., de- 
manded that the strike be immedi- 
ately called off. The representative 
of the Bund wanted to continue it. 
The Stalinists demanded : 1. contin- 
ue "until victory"; 2. proclaim the 
general strike in the entire coun- 
try ; 3. the immediate removal of 
Svltalskl. But outside of the con- 
ference a secret meeting of several 
leading bureaucrats was In process, 
composed of Stalinists and reform- 
ists. Suddenly, the Stalinist dele- 
gates, after having received the 
"high sign" from a superior, de- 
clared themselves in favor of the 
immediate cessation of the strike, 
Nothing remained of their "rrrev- 
olutionary" position in favor of the 
strike ''until victory", that is up 
to the overthrow of capitalism. In 
vain the building union delegates 
and several others protested. They 
shouted in the direction of the Stal- 
inists. "You have betrayed us as 
have the socialists". "You have 
sent our brothers to their death 
and you use this now as shameful 
bargaining with our blood." "Cow- 
ards." "Traitors", etc. . . 

In actuality the workers wanted 
to struggle. On the next morning 
thousands of workers continued the 
strike against the orders of the 
"leaders", lackeys of the bourgeoi- 
sie; the streetcar workers did not 
work to 5 p. m. The workers of the 
other cities waited only for the 
strike call. 

But the movement was abandon- 
ed and betrayed. 

But that did not prevent the Stal. 
inists from celebrating it as a great 
victory of the People's Front. 

And at the very time the union 
of social patriots and communo-pa- 
triots was being established on the 
corpses of working class heroes, the 
police arrested hundreds of work- 
ers. A real massacre began. The 
arrested were tortured. 

A number of militants disappear- 
ed without a trace. Daily new 
victims were secretly burled. The 
cops made expeditions against the 
trade unions killing on the spot 
those present, as for Instance at the 
confectionary workers headquar- 
ters. 

On Wednesday the funerals of 
the 8 "official" victims (the number 
admitted by the police) were held. 
More than 50,000 participated. The 
same fighting spirit which animated 
the masses three days earlier no 
longer prevailed. The betrayal was 
bearing its fruits. But also the idea 
of a new international was more 
easily making its way into the con- 
sciousness of the shamefully be- 
trayed masses. 



1914-1936: The Same Social Patriotic Tune 



The Crisis in the Pilsudskyist Dictatorship 



The white dictatorship in Poland 
is passing through dark days. The 
working and peasant masses are 
delivering it the most serious blows. 
The recent demonstrations and 
strikes to which the Koseialkowski 
government replied with massacres, 
mark a revival in the militancy 
of the toiling masses of the country 
as a whole. The barricades at Cra- 
cow and Lvov terrified the ruling 
classes. 

Very characteristic, in this con- 
nection, was tie declaration of Mr. 
Bartel on April 24th: 

these were very serious events. 
If the crowd is fired upon and It 
floes not move to save itself for 

.'ear of death; these are not riots. 
They smack of revolution." 

For several months strikes fol- 
lowed one upon another uninter- 
ruptedly. They embraced the entire 
country. After the textile workers 
of Lodz, came the turn of the pe- 
troleum workers of the Boryslaw 
district, the miners cf upper-Slle- 
sla, the strike struggles at Cra- 
cow, Sosnowice, Poznan, Czesto- 
chowa, etc. 

The conflicts assume a very acute 
character. The workers who strug- 
gle to maintain their miserable 
wages lock themselves in with their 
families, in the factories and the 
pits and it is only with difficulty 
that the forces of the police dis- 
lodge them. Demonstrations of un- 
employed have taken place ail over 
the country. First at Cracow and 
then at Lvov, blood was spilled. 
• * • 
Police Fire on Funeral 

On April 14th at Lvov the police 
opened fire during one of these 
demonstrations. Two were killed. 
The city seethed. There were 30,- 
000 people present at the funeral 
of the worker Kzak, a funeral or- 
ganized by workers organizations 
and trade unions. ,The police opened 
fire, preventing the workers from 
passing through the center of the 
city to the Jauowski cemetry. The 
police flred again. This tune It was 
a real massacre. The workers 
courageously defended themselves 
and erected barricades. According 
to official reports there were 18 
killed and 200 wonnded. Only with 
difficulty did the police re-estabUsh. 
order. Then followed the repres- 
sion. 2,000 arreBted and a hundred 
militants were sent to the concen- 
tration camp of Bereza-Kartueka. 

The workers answered with a 24 
hour protest general strike in Lvov, 
Warsaw and many other localities. 



The next week a demonstration of 
unemployed at Chrzanov led to a 
bloody conflict with the police. 

To understand the meaning of the 
Lvov events, the general situation 
in the eountry must be taken into 
account. Even the bourgeois press 
Is obliged to recognize that the ma- 
jority of the peasantry (three- 
quarters of entire population) is 
literally dying of hunger. 
Poverty, Unemployment and Terror 

A volume edited by the "Eco- 
nomic Institute" of Warsaw and 
which prints numerous letters from 
peasants, reflects this unprecedent- 
ed misery. "In many sections", a 
peasant writes, "the only resources 
are the veterans pensions. The only 
ones with small incomes are inval- 
ids. But there are not many such 
lucky fellows." Agricultural labor- 
ers who work a few weeks in the 
year earn 1 zloty 50 (around 2 
cents) per day. 

A peasant from the Badom dis- 
trict makes the Mowing remark In 
a letter: "Winter is easier to sur- 
vive than summer because one can 
sleep more and forget the hunger." 
As they say in French: "Qui dort 
dine." (He who sleeps dines). 

Unemployment is widespread, Ac- 
cording to the official figure it has 
reached a half-million which is 
surely more than a third of the 
entire working class. 

The petty bourgeoisie Is complete- 
ly ruined. To that must be added 
the police regime more severe than 
that of Czarism, the reign of the 
Defenzywa (Polish Okhrana), the 
punitive expeditions In the Ukraine 
and in White Russia. 
• • • 

The Clique Struggle 

The Pilsudskyist dictatorship 
which Is celebrating its 10th an- 
niversary (in May 1926 the Pilsud- 
skyist coup d'etat occurred) wished 
to resolve the contradictions of the 
regime by drawing inspiration from 
the Italian and German example. 
But Pllsudsky had not succeeded in 
creating a mass party. The ma- 
chinery of the dictatorship is much 
weaker than In Italy and Germany. 
Upon the death of the Marshal a 
covert struggle broke out between 
the different cliques in the Pllsud- 
sky camp. 

The conflict between Uie "colonels" 
of the Gaaeta Pofeka and the "mod- 
erates" supported by General Bydz 
Snugly, who wanted to extend the 
basis of the dictatorship by bribing 
the leadership of the left parties, 



By ARNE SWABECK 

Marxists have always taken the 
position that the question o£ war in 
the modern imperialist epoch Is as 
inseparable from the capitalist sys- 
tem of society as is the class strug- 
gle. Our attitude towards war is 
therefore the same as our attitude 
towards the class struggle : our aim 
is in both Instances to work for the 
defeat of capitalism and to secure 
the victory of the working class. 

This fundamental criterion the 
Stalinist leaders have thrown over- 
board long ago. Having abandoned 
the Marxian position the Comintern 
and all its sections now reincar- 
nates in new form s and under new 
conditions the ideas of social pa- 
triotism which characterized the 
great betrayal in 1914. 

To the Stalinist leaders the fun- 
damental differentiation in the pres- 
ent day world does not proceed 
along the irreconcilable lines of op- 
osing and antagonistic classes. To 
them the main division occurs bei 
tween good capitalists and bad cap- 
italists, between which the work- 
ing class is to take sides, for 
and against, to rely on the 
former against the latter. On the 
one hand in this division the forces 
for peace and on the other the for- 
ces for war, not divided along class 
lines, but divided into peaceful 
countries and nations of warlike in- 
tentions : a world divided between 
the capitalist democracies and the 
Fascist aggressors. 

Got twald -Browder Apes Haase 

In his report on the Communist 
Party position on war and the com- 
ing Presidential elections Browder 
names the Fascist aggressors: "It 
is clear to the whole world," he 
says, "where the threat to peace 
comes from. It comes immediately 
from Hitler, Mussolini, the Japan- 
ese imperialists." On the other 
hand, he informs us, "we now have 
a number of countries which are 
directly threatened by the military 
aggression of the fascists and face 
the danger of losing their State and 
national independence, countries 
like Czechoslovakia, Austria and 
Belgium." In Czechoslovakia, says 
Browder, "the Communists will pro- 
bably (?!> refrain from voting on 
the military budget." He is not 
sure! for you see, the situation — 
not the bourgeois rule — but "shifts 
from moment to moment." In 
any event he assures us : "The 
Communists will recognize the 
necessity of military resistance to 
possible Hitler invasion requires 
that there be available the utmost 
possible fighting weapons against 
Hitler." The Czechoslovakian Sta- 
linists have likewise declared that 
they .will defend the "fatherland. 
Their "beloved" leader, Gottwald, 
came straight from Moscow to tne 
seventh convention of his party to 
reassure his hearers that this "new 
line" does not really mean social 
patriotism: "Comrades," said Gott- 
wald, "there is no doubt but that 
the defense of the republic against 
fascism can be interpreted to mean 
class peace, reformism, social pa- 
triotism. But this is not necessarily 
the correct interpretation. And we 
Communists do not interpret our 
position this way." 

How else can it be interpreted? 
The social democrats o£ 1914, al- 
though equally treacherous, were at 
least much more frank. On August 
4th Hugo Haase rose in the Reichs- 
tag session, the only speaker On the 
list, to proclaim in the name of the 
social democratic fraction, and amid 
applause from the Junker reaction: 
"Now we are making good what we 
have always stressed: in the hour 
of danger we do not leave the fa- 
therland in the lurch." 

In 1914 these fatherland defend- 



Dividing World into Good and Bad Nations, Browder 
Voices Same Phrases as Social Democrats 



ers in the various nations entered France had then been atacked by 



worsened concurrently with the 
difficulties of the regime. The rulers 
have serious rivals in the national- 
ists of the N.D. (National Demo- 
cratsan, old type reactionary party, 
clerical, anti-Semitic and partisan 
of the French orientation) which 
speculates on antl-semitism, The 
latter have had a rebirth of popu- 
larity and are in a small measure 
rejuvenated by the "opposition 
cure" they took for the past ten 
years. 

The conflict of the cliques inside 
the Pilsudskyist bloc also reflects 
two international orientations. The 
pro-Hitler policy of Beck is vigor- 
ously combatted by a goodly sec- 
tion of the Polish bourgeoisie which 
takes Into consideration the danger 
of submission to Germany which 
would culminate by the absorption 
of Poland. This policy "independ- 
ent of the great powers" also Iso- 
lates Poland from the economic 
point of view and costs It very 
dearly by estranging It from the 
stock exchanges of Paris and Lon- 
don. 

It is- obvious that this "equIHbri- 
urn" policy (maintenance of the 
Franco-Polish alliance and at the 
same time collaboration with Hit- 
ler) results rather from the objec- 
tive situation of the Polish bour- 
geoisie than from the personal nu- 
ances of the butcher of Brest-Lit- 
ovsk. The choice (between the U.S. 
S.R. and Germany is very difficult 
for Poland- And If In France the 
policy of Laval is continuing with- 
out Lava], in Poland that of Beck 
can be continued by his successor. 
In any case, now, the opposition In 
the country Is clearly opposed to 
the pro-Hitler policy of Beck and 
is orienting Itself on the strength- 
ening of the Franco-Polish alliance. 



the services of their respective 
bourgeoisies to the tune of the war 
cry, "Kultiur versus Czarism" or 
"Democracy versus Kalserism." To- 
day Browder proclaims : "And when 
Hitler fascism goes beyond the bor- 
ders of Germany it must be met by 
military means (!!!). At the mo- 
ment the greatest threat of the mili- 
tary forces of Hitler are against 
Czechoslovakia, Austria, France 
and Belgium." 

But the question arises : by whose 
military means is this aggression 
to be defeated? Who will organize 
and direct the military operations? 
Do the Stalinists answer : the prole- 
tariat! No. This is to be left in 
the hands of the "forces of peace" 
—the bourgeois democracies among 
the capitalist nations — supported by 
the Communist parties and such 
workers as the Stalinist leaders can 
mislead by their deceptive slogans 
of defense"of national independence. 
Obviously this defense is also to 
include Austria where the LStalin- 
ists and the Heimwebr may take up 
the cry in unison : "Long live the 
independence of Democratic Fa- 
scist Austria." 
Handmaiden of the Capitalist 

State 
Nothing shows more clearly than 
this the completely a ntl -Marxist at- 
titude of the Stalinists toward the 
problem of national state indepen- 
dence among capitalist nations. . 
Marxists recognize as well estab- 
lished the fact that the national 
state became a frightful Impediment 
long ago to the economic and cul- 
tural development of humanity. The 
defense of the national state is 
therefore a reactionary task, 
worthy only of the depraved hand- 
maidens in the service of decaying 
capitalism. Not the defense of the 
national state, but the wiping out 
of all national state borders is the 
task of the proletariat. 

And how does Browder really 
propose to defend the independence 
of these national states? Obviously 
he relies upon the bourgeoisie but 
not entirely. In face of the war 
threats he demands the complete in- 
dependence of the working class 
movement. "But", he adds, "the 
complete independence of the work- 
ing class movement does not mean, 
however, that the peace policy of 
the working class movement on 
each question and In each country 
is directly opposed to the policy of 
the capitalist government — the gov- 
ernment of the bourgeoisie within 
that country." 

Not directly opposed to the policy 
of the capitalist government ! In 
other words, follow the war map 
and not the map of the class strug- 
gle; this is the advice o£ Browder. 
You may make your reservations, 
but do not oppose directly the poli- 
cy of the capitalist government. 
Like Plekhanov, the one time bril- 
liant Marxist, who stooped to the 
level of defender of Caarism in 
1014: "The marauders (the Kais- 
er's armies) are at the border of 
my country and are ready to rob 
and murder." "'Make your reserva- 
tions." he urged the Duma deputy, 
Durianov, " — this is absolutely nec- 
essary—but vote for the credits. 
The rejection of the credits would 
be a betrayal (of the people) and 
abstention would be cowardice, 
vote for the credits." Today this is 
implemented by Browder: "We are 
not pacifists . . . when Hitler fa- 
scism goes beyond the borders of 
Germany it must be met by military 
means." ■ — Make your reservations 
in times of war or preparations for 
war— but do not oppose directly, 
the policy of the capitalist govern- 
ment! What a frightful parallel 
with the betrayal of 1914. 
Vote the Credits! 
Vote the credits! NOt only 
Czechoslovakia, Austria and Bel- 
gium. "There are other countries," 
says Browder, "like France and the 
United States, wntcn for their own 
particular interests are interesteed 
In maintaining peace, which are not 
furthering the development of war, 
which are resisting these develop- 
ments." And the French Stalinists 
echo : vote the credits I 

In 1914 the manifesto of the 
French Socialist Party proclaimed: 
"Spontaneously, without waiting 
for any other manifestation of the 
popular will, he (the head of the 
government) has appealed to our 
party. Our party has replied: 
Here!" And in 1938 Jacques Du- 
clos, leader of the French Commun- 
ist Party : "We are for the safety 
and freedom <rf our eountry. We do 
not want to vote credits blindly. We 
want to know what is done witii 
them. The budget vote is a political 
act in which the struggle against 
fascism inside and outside the coos- 
try must be taken into considera- 
tion." 

Duclos Is faithful to the Franco- 
Soviet pact and to the "new line" of 
Stalinism. He does not want the 
credits squandered. He wants it 
actually to go for the strengthening 
of France's military means. And 
Marcel Cachin, his equally faithful 
eo- worker, may now repeat what he 
said In 1914 under the auspices of 
the Social Democratic Party: "'We 
promise to fulfill our duty complete- 
ly, as Frenchmen and as socialists 
faithful to the International." 



the Kaiser's troops, so he maintain- 
ed. And now again we are told that 
the greatest threats of the military 
forces of Hitler are directed among 
other countries against France. 
Bourgeoisie Pleased 
What kind of a war would it be, 
should these threats be carried out? 
The Daily Freiheit of May 19 gives 
the, answer thus: "If Hitler should 
attack France it would be an imper- 
ialist attack on his part, and if 
France should in that situation de- 
fend herself, it would be a natural 
case of self defense which has noth- 
ing to do with imperialism because 
imperialism means the grabbing of 
foreign lands in the interests of 
home capitalism." 

French imperialism would not 
grab foreign lands; God forbid! 
French imperialism does not want 
colonies. It didn't in li!14 cither 
said the French social patriots. It 
was just plainly and simply attack- 
ed. Did not Vaillant write In 
1'Hnmanite, then the official social- 
ist party organ: "In face of the 
aggression, the socialists will ful- 
fill their whole duty to the father- 
land for the republic and for the 
revolution." "More than that," 
answered the satisfied editor of Le 
Temps on August 4, "we do not ask 
of M. Edouard Vaillant and his 
friends." More than that no bour- 
geois can ask from Duclos, Cachin, 
Stalin or Browder. More than that 
they cannot even ask from Mr. 
: Olgin, whose articles printed in the 
Daily Forward, after the United 
States had entered the war in 1917, 
were presented in Washington by 
Abe Cahan as proof that the For- 
ward was patriotic, that it called 
upon the American mothers to give 
their sons for the country and there- 
fore the Forward should not be sup- 
pressed. 

Forces for Peace" 

But Imperialist France is not only 
in danger of attack, acording to 
Browder. Together with the United 
States it is interested in maintain- 
ing peace. These two countries, he 
insists, are not furthering the de- 
velopment of war; they are "resist- 
ing these developments." We are 
not sure that the editor of Le 
Temps, even in his most exalted 
mnmepts of bourgeois hypocrisy, 
would guarantee that much for 
France. As for the United States, 
Browder has unquestionably ac- 
cepted in earnest and is ready to 
dish out the bourgeois demagogy 
about the strongest armaments be- 
ing the best guarantee of peace. 
No doubt the rival capitalist powers 
have a different understanding of 
Pree(dent Roosevelt's one billion 
dollars military budget. They have 
learned to know the capitalist 
United States as a powerful force 
struggling aggressively for world 
hegemony and not hesitating to use 
any means at its command to gain 
this objective. But in this respect 
Browder also gives a warning. 

The capitalist United States is 
"interested In maintaining peace. . . 
not furthering the development of 
war. . . resisting these develop- 
ments," that Is, provided power is 
not taken out of the hands of the 
Roosevelt administration. In these 
coming elections, "the victory of 
the Republican Party - Liberty 
League - Hearst combination," ex- 
claims Browder, "would throw pow- 
er on the side of the war makers." 
The question of war Is here again 
presented not as an inevitable out- 
growth of the capitalist system, 
caused by the forces that capitalism 
itself sets into motion, but as some- 
thing instigated only by the bad 
capitalists. The working class, ac- 



cording to this has the choice, not 
of building a revolutionary party 
for the overthrow of capitalism, but 
purely the choice between the good 
and the bad capitalists. 

The Bad Amerlean Besses 

"The main enemy of the people of 
America today is the Republican- 
Liberty League- Hearst combina- 
tion," says Browder in his state- 
ment on the C.P. position In the 
coming elections. He adds; "We 
must place as the center of- our 
work in the election campaign the 
need for combatting this reaction- 
ary bloc and defeating its plans in 
1936." This is where the emphasis 
is to be placed according to Brow- 
der, not direct opposition to the cap- 
italist system, far from it, but 
merely opposition to the bad capit- 
alists. In line with this it was 
quite natural for him to make the 
announcement at a press conference 
a lew days before: "We would not 
do or say anything that would tend 
to turn Roosevelt support over to 
the Republican candidate." .What 
is the objective meaning of this 
statement? Can it he anything else 
but to support Roosevelt? or at 
least to take care that none of the 
.potential supporters are lost from 
the Roosevelt camp, which God for- 
bid, may mean the victory of the 
Republican- Liberty League Hearst 
combination — the victory of the bad 
capitalists over the good capitalists. 

Surely in taking this position 
Browder remains entirely consistent 
and he remains faithful to his Sta- 
linist line of policy. And this ex- 
tends also to his position, and to 
the C.P. position, on the farmer- 
labor party question. Browder 
wants to "collaborate organization- 
ally with those who are committed 
to the support of Roosevelt In 1936" 
— Labor's Non-Partisan League, "he 
explains in his usual "lucid and 
learned" fashion, "not merely the 
continuation of the role of labor as 
auxiliary to the old parties." He 
wants to see In It also the begln- 
ings of a farmer-labor party. But 
to ordinary mortal beings how 
would this be possible- 
Pro-Labor and Pro-Roosevelt I 

Can a movement fulfill the role 
not merely as an auxiliary to the 
old parties, i.e., to the capitalist 
parties, or even to the one of them 
which carries the Roosevelt label, 
and at the same time be a begin- 
ning toward a working class politi- 
cal movement? Obviously this 
question is not decided merely by 
forms or by labels but by the ideo- 
ogical position and by the program 
it stands for. And in this case, in 
particular, no doubt need exist that 
this very thing which is the old and 
at the same time is supposed to be 
the beginning to something new 
still would retain its previous ideo- 
logical position and program. At 
its best the same auxiliary to the 
old capitalist parties, possibly min- 
us the Roosevelt label, possiby with 
a brand new farmer labor name 
would continue the tradition and 
the program of the Roosevelt New 
Deal. But it would contfnue under 
new objective conditions as a more 
effective barrier damming up the 
path of advance for the revolution- 
ary movement. For as we have 
emphasized often before, in such a 
case the shedding of the old shell 
of Rooseveltian bourgeois reform- 
ism can be expected to coincide 
with the time when objective condi- 
tions make the new clothing of 
farmer-labor party reformism a 
more effective means of arresting 
the revolutionary advance. 

In taking this position Browder 
also remains entirely consistent In 
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Inverted form he proves that the 
question of war in the modern 1m- 
peirialist epBch is as inseparable 
from the capitalist system of society 
as is the class struggle. A false 
position In regard to the question 
of war leads Inevitably to an equal- 
ly false position toward the every- 
day issues of the class struggle. It 
leads not to the vietory of the work- 
ing class but to its defeat. 
Hillquit-Browder Wants U.S. to 
Act 
"We must,*' says Browder in con- 
cluding his report on the war ques- 
tion, "crystallize sueh a mass opin. 
ion in America directed towards re- 
straining the instigators of war that 
the United States will become an 
effective international force, will 
become a positive contribution to 
the world front of struggle for 
peace." He does not want the mere 
slogan Keep America Out of War, 
because that is the slogan of isola- 
tion, of neutrality. Well and good. 
He wants to link tip America with 
the other capitalist imperialist na- 
tions to which he attributes the 
virtue of restraining war develop- 
ments. In a somewhat different 
situation, but still with the same 
objective meaning Morris H 11 quit 
opposed American isolation in 1917. 
When Debs went to prison for his 
courageous anti-war stand Hilquit 
protested : "I do not advocate an im- 
mediate separate peace, a with- 
drawal by America, Nothing that I 
IBave ever said or written could 
justify sueh a sweeping assertion 
... I want America to act, not to 
withdraw." 

Browder now wants America to 
act, not to withdraw. In his state- 
ment, cited above, one cannot quar- 
rel with his idea of crystallizing 
mass opinion toward restraining in- 
stigators of war. But who are the 
instigators of war? Is this a ques- 
tion merely of certain people of 
certain nations? Marxists reject 
such a conception and emphasize 
time and again that war is inevi- 
table concomitant of capitalism re- 
gardless of which nation fires the 
first shot. And much more decis- 
ively must we reject Browder's de- 
ceptive and delusive prattle about 
making America a "positive contri- 
bution to the world front of strug- 
gle for peace." Proceeding from the 
Marxist conception that the causes 
of war are inherent in capitalism 
and that actual war grews inevi- 
tably out of this form of society 
and, proceeding further from the 
Marxist conception that only the 
working class achieving Its histor- 
ic mfssiou of overthrowing capital- 
ism can secure peace, it follows 
necessarily that both of these ques- 
tions of war and peace are funda- 
mentally the question of class for- 
ces, and the relationship of class 
forces. Petty bourgeois Philistines 
may call upon America — capitalist 
America— to become a positive con- 
tribution to the world front of 
struggle for peace. Revolutionists 
will address this call to the Ameri- 
can working class and to its allies. 

In this lies the fundamental dis- 
tinction between the 'Marxist posi- 
tion and the position of Browder 
and his Stalinist fellow bureau- 
crats. Their position proceeds from 
the Stalinist peace policy of the 
Soviet Union which has for its pre- 
mise the preservation of the status 
quo of the boundaries of capital- 
ist nations, of the relations between 
these nations as well as of their In- 
ternal equilibriums. In other words 
the status quo of the capitalist sys- 
tem of society alongside of which 
the Soviet system is supposed to be 
able to exist peacefully. This policy 
cannot tolerate any upsets or any 
overturns. That would be its anti- 
thesis. It leaves no room for a poli- 
cy of proletarian revolution. The 
Marxist policy aims directly for the 
proletarian revolution as the only 
way of eliminating imperiaist war. 



Rubber Unions and CLU Rally 
Against Company Provocation 



(Continued from Page 1) 

agement for fomenting "unrest and 
turmoil" by the provocatory acts 
of its company union and vigilante 
organizations. Full support was 
pledged to the United Rubber 
Workers Union and a call was sent 
to federal government agencies to 
conduct Investigations into espion- 
age and "other unlawful practices" 
on the company's part. 

In protest against the arrests 
and the scurvy way they were car- 
ried out, workers at two Goodyear 
plants sat down late Sunday night 
At plant 2 the sit-down lasted 4 
hours, only being called off hy rank 
and file leaders on the plea that 
the workers' strength should be 
conserved for possible greater 
struggles ahead. 

The Goodyear Local's defense 
committee on the case blasted the 
company with the following state- 
ment, issued through its chairman, 
Bill Carney, one of the outstanding 
militant progressives in the recent 
strike: "Since Goodyear failed in 
its efforts .during the strike to 
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break our union through threat of 
vigilante force known as the 'Law 
and Order League,' another more 
subtle and vicious means has been 
adopted. 

"The arrest of our members after 
such company attacks like the 
shooting of five of our men recently 
were not penalized, is flagrant so- 
cial injustice. 

"The method used in making the 
arrests is nothing short of a public 
outrage. The men were deliberate- 
ly pleked up late Saturday night 
and placed under high bond at first 
because it would be exceedingly 
difficult for us to have them re- 
leased on bond. 

"They were questioned In front 
of George Hargreaves, the 'Law 
and Order League' attorney. Ef- 
forts were made through his ques- 
tioning to obtain statements. 

"Counsel for the defense was 
not permitted to see the men. The 
entire proceedings were a serious 
mockery of Justice, a challenge to 
the whole community. 

"The immediate support given 
our men by the entire organized 
labor movement Indicates such 
methods will not succeed In break- 
ing our unions. 

"The Issue involved In this situ- 
ation la clear. Can the rubber 
companies break the unions through 



the use of legal trickery? We hard- 
ly think so, especially with public 
support behind us in protest over 
these arrests. 

"We urge the companies to meet 
w»th wjr duly accredited represen- 
tatives to establish true collective 
bargaining. Only that method can 
solve the present situation. 

"The rubber workers can't be 
crushed. They must be dealt with 
as men." 



WORKERS! 

Protect Yourselves Against the 
Hazards of Life. Join the 

WORKMEN'S SICK AND 

DEATH BENE FIT FUND 

OF THE V. S. 

1884-1935 

Organized, managed by and 
for workers with only one 
purpose: to render protection 
to members and their families, 
and to support ail endeavors 
and struggles for the improve- 
ment of toilers. 

About 60,000 members or- 
ganized In 360 branches. Be- 
serves $3,400,000. 

Death benefit graded accord- 
ing to age at entry. Sick bene- 
fit payments from $225 to $900 
— to men and women, accord- 
ing to classes. 

Monthly assessments from 
45c to $2.10. 

For further information ap- 
ply to Main Office: 
1U Seneea Ave, BWyn, N. X 
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with an indictment of the National 
Executive Committee, the Militants, 
and all those associated with them, 
as "communists" and '•insurrec- 
tionists" — a term which he uttered 
with all the horror and hatred of 
a prosecutor demanding a verdict 
aganst a revolutionist in the dock. 
In spite of the unbelievably dull 
presentation of his speech, it never- 
theless sought- to bring forward 
some of the political differences at 
bottom of the fight, and in general 
it might be remarked that the rep- 
resentatives of the Old Guard were 
less inclined than were their oppo- 
nents to rest their case on purely 
organizational points and legalistic 
detail. However ludicrously exag- 
gerated were Oneal's and Wald- 
man's efforts to label the S.P. lead- 
ership "communist", their speeches 
were aimed at emphasizing the fact 
that their intransigence was based 
primarily upon differences in prin- 
ciple and policy rather than on ob- 
scure squabbles of persons and 
posts. The Militants did indeed 
make at least one distinctive effort 
to emulate the Old Guard in this 
respect when the New York State 
Committee of the Left Wing circu- 
lated a statement summarizing the 
issues in the conflict The char- 
acter of the statement, however, 
failed to set the tone for their 
speeches in the convention, which 
is saying a good deal in criticism 
of their position, especially when 
it is borne in mind that the state- 
ment itseif was far from meeting 
the obvious requirements of the 
situation. 

The high point reached by the 
Old Guard was undoubtedly 
marked by the one-hour speech of 
Louis Waldman. Skillfully con- 
structed, polished, effectively though 
at times too melodramatically de- 
livered, aggressive through and 
through, it was designed to rally 
every available delegate around the 
banner of the Right wing for the 
purpose of getting the best possible 
send-off for his new party. His 
cast i gallon of the Militants reeked 
of the reactionary social demo- 
crat's hatred of everything pro- 
gressive and revolutionary in the 
labor movement. Nor did he remain 
silent about the principal ally of 
the Militants— Hoan and his Wis- 
consin delegation — although his 
boldness here was based primarily 
upon the fact that, after a meeting 
with the Hoan delegation, it had 
become clear that it would not sup- 
port the demands of the Old Guard. 
To the Militants' criticism of his 
flirtations with LaGuardia and 
Roosevelt, Waldman therefore 
challengingly replied with what 
Norman Thomas called a "tu 
qunoue" — that is, "so are you." 
You condemn iWaldman, he said, 
but you praise Hoan for doing no 
less in Wisconsin with the LaFoI- 
lettes than Waldman is supposed 
to have done in New York with 
LaGuardia. Why the discrimina- 
tion between Hoan and Waldman? 
Because you have Hoan's vote! — 
This rather provocative comparison, 
which aroused considerable inter 
est, and not only among the press, 
did not succeed in drawing elabo- 
rate replies from the Militants who 
took the floor subsequently. 

In the morning session following 
the midnight meeting which was 
taken up mainly by the speech of 
Waldman and Thomas' reply, a 
number of briefer presentations 
were made by spokesmen of the 
contending factions. For the most 
part they followed the lead given 
by the two principal speakers, al- 
though some of the rank and file 
Militants, like John Fisher of Illi- 
nois, distinguished themselves by 
the truly aggressive and uncom- 
promising demand they made for 
a clean break with the Old Guard, 
not merely organizationally but 
above all politically. However, it 
had become clear at this point that 
virtually every delegate had al- 
ready decided his course, and that 
the vote was predetermined. 

Old Guard Overwhelmed 

Four proposals were before the 
convection on the New York con- 
test. The first proposal, made by 
Oueal lor the Old Guard, to seat 
its New York delegation as a 
whole, was voted down on a 
weighted ballot: 4,397 in favor and 
9,322 against, with some 1,200 not 
voting. These 4,397 thus repre- 
sented the maximum outright sup- 
port which the Old Guard could 
count on in the convention. 

The Heading delegation proposed 
a compromise motion to seat 22 
members of each of the New York 
contestants. Obviously designed to 
take a "neutral" position in the 
dispute and to continue the exis- 
tence side by side in one party of 
the Right and Left wings, this met 
with scornful rejection by the con- 
sistent elements of both sides. The 
motion lost by a vote of 3,537 in 
favor and 11,097 against. 

In the name of the Wisconsin 
delegation, Mayor Hoan proposed a 
second compromise in a motion to 
seat 32 of the "Thomas delegation" 
and 12 of the Old Guard delega- 
tion, on condition flhat «11 dele- 
gates seated should agree to abide 
by convention decisions and to rec- 
ognize the reorganized State or- 
ganization. Repeated demands from 
the floor addressed to the Right 
wing for the purpose of obtaining 
a categorical Yes or No with* re- 



spect to the conditions, failed of 
suceess. The Right wing was— and 
properly so— adamant in its demand 
for all or nothing. The Hoan mo- 
tion was thereupon defeated by a 
vote of 4,393 in favor and 10,201 
against, with some scattering ab- 
stentions. It was the last effort to 
arrange for the peaceful cohabita- 
tion of the conflicting currents. 
And the defeat of even so "concil- 
iatory" a proposal Is sufficient evi- 
dence of the depth of the division 
which the utmost in parliamentary 
maneuvering was unable to bridge. 
The defeat of the Hoan motion, 
however, gave the Wisconsin dele- 
gation the basis for its flnal vote, 
".We have done our all ; nothing 
remains but to seat the Militants" 
— this was the spirit in which they 
cast their final ballot on the (no- 
tion of the Credentials Committee 
to seat the Militant delegation as 
a whole. The frenzied cheers of 
the convention when Wisconsin's 
favorable vote was cast on the mo- 
tion was eloquent of the thorough- 
ly ambiguous position which the 
Hoan delegation had taken through- 
out the fight in the last two years. 
The motion of the Credentials Com- 
mittee was carried by a vote of 
9,449 in favor and 4,809 against, 
with a few abstentions. 

It had been expected by many 
(hat this vote would be the signal 
for a walkout on the part of the 
entire Right wing. The Eight wing 
had, however, decided upon another 
strategy. Waldman 's defeated group 
withdrew, and proceeded forthwith 
to set up "The Social Democratic 
Federation" and to issue statements 
to the press denouncing the Mili- 
tants and all their works. The 
politically allied delegations from 
other states, on the other hand, re- 
mained in the Convention — though 
thenceforth playing a comparative- 
ly minor role — apparently aiming 
to carry through the split in a more 
leisurely manner at home, hoping 
thereby to achieve the maximum of 
disruption in the Socialist Party 
proper. 

Meanwhile, the Convention pro- 
ceeded to complete its organization. 
Ttie Committees were elected with 
solid Militant majorities, and 
Hoopes of Pennsylvania was fitting- 
ly rewarded by being selected as 
Chairman of Monday's sessions. 
These were . devoted for the most 
part to the nomination of Thomas 
as Presidential candidate, of Nel- 
son (of Wisconsin) as Vice-Presi- 
dential candidate, and to the vari- 
ous speeches and- demonstrations in 
connection with the nominating, ac- 
ceptance, etc. Since a considerable 
part of Tuesday's sessions (the 
Convention adjourning Tuesday 
night) were given over to the elec- 
tions to the National Committee, 
discussion and action on the Plat- 
form, Committee reports, and vari- 
ous political resolutions, had to be 
sandwiched in here and there as 
the occasion permitted. The re- 
sults were confusing on the surface, 
but nevertheless of the utmost sig- 
nificance in the tendencies which, 
explicitly or implicitly, emerged. 

Organization Questions 

In a confused and distorted, but 
very real, way, the Convention was 
facing some of the problems In- 
volved in the step to the left 
marked by the rejection of the New 
York Old Guard. For example, the 
report of the Organization and 
Campaign Committee contained a 
provision "That a Western States 
Organization Committee be set up 
having as its chairman a member 
of the N.E.C." This met at once 
with a bitter and slashing attack 
from the Right. Graham of Mon- 
tana and the demagogic McKay of 
Washington led a reactionary on- 
slaught against "dictation" and 
"the meddling of college boys from 
New York." Both were frank in 
stating that they would not abide 
by any such arrangement, that 
such a Committee would not be rec- 
ognized in their states. McKay 
reached a climax in his demand : 
"You leave us alone and we will 
leave you alone." The proposal 
was then watered down to provide 
for a committee elected by the wes- 
tern states, rather than appointed 
by the K.-E.C-; and was passed over 
the continuing opposition of the 
Right. 

Trade Union Policy 

The same result followed the 
presentation of the report on 
"Trade Union Policy.," Section (7) 
of this report provided: "The Na- 
tional Executive Committee Is In- 
structed by this convention to set 
up a permanent National Labor 
Committee. Each local organiza- 
tion shall elect a Local Labor Com- 
mittee whose duty it will be to 
coordinate the action of Socialists 
within the Trade Union In order 
to carry out the policy of the 
party. . . '.' This section was as- 
sailed from the Right; a Wisconsin 
delegate moved to strike it out; 
Graham, McKay and others sop- 
ported the motion to strike out on 
the grounds that the policy of the 
Section meant the building of Com- 
munist "cells" In the unions, that 
It would Isolate the Socialists from 
the unions, that the business of the 
Socialists was to follow and not to 
try to lead or "interfere with" the 
trade unions, that It meant party 
"dictatorship" — and in general gave 
all the reactionary arguments com- 
mon to their camp. The defense of 
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So- 



ever given a mayoralty candidate, 
on the express promise not to use 
the police in industrial disputes. 
Despite the treachery of Latimer, 
the Farmer- Lab or party has re- 
fused to expel this man from its 
ranks or even to discipline him in 
any manner. 

The state Farmer- Labor machine 
has continued to make unprincipled 
blocs with corrupt bourgeois poli- 
ticians against the will and inter- 
ests of the rank and file. It has 
stifled democracy within the party. 
It has at all times supported the 
most corrupt and reactionary sec- 
tion of the trade union movement 
against progressive trade unionists. 
A national Farmer-Labor party, 
even if it arose under the best pos- 
sible variant — that is, based on the 
economic organizations of the work- 
ers and farmers, as in Minnesota- 
could look and act no differently 
than does the Minnesota Farmer- 
Labor party. Our experience with 
the Farmer-Labor party in Minne- 
sota, makes us certain that it is 
not the duty of the Socialist Party 
of America to throw its efforts be- 
hind a national Farmer-Labor 
party. Today and in the near fu- 
ture great sections of workers are 
awakening to political conscious- 
ness. To channelize the masses 
Into a reformist party is a crime 
against the working class and the 
armers of America. Nowhere has 
it been shown that American work- 
ers must go through the school of 
a reformist party. Such a step 
would be a backward one. It would 
retard for many years the develop- 
ment of a revolutionary socialist 
movement. 

Drawing the lessons from our ex- 
perience with the Farmer-Labor 
party in Minnesota, we say cate- 
gorically that it is the immediate 
duty of the Socialist Party of Amer- 
ica to build its own revolutionary 



Marxist political party, the only 
party that can truly represent the 
American workers and farmers, 
and cope with modern industrial 
conditions. Our experience in Min- 
nesota proves that for Socialists to 
assist in building a Farmer-Labor 
party only weakens the Socialist 
Party and misleads and confuses 
the workers who are seeking the 
way out of their misery and op- 
pression. 

However, should a national 
Farmer-Labor or labor party arise 
in America, the revolutionary So- 
cialists must find the path to work 
with such a party in order to show 
its supporters the only road that 
will lead to the satisfaction of their 
needs, to their emancipation — the 
organization of a revolutionary So- 
cialist Party, the overthrow of cap- 
italist dictatorship, the smashing 
ot the capitalist state machinery, 
the expropriation of the expropria- 
tors, the establishment of a work- 
ing class democracy and of a social- 
ist economy. 

At all times the revolutionary 
Socialist Party must hold intact its 
ranks, must not dissolve its organ- 
ization, but must turn Its energies 
to the building and strengthening 
of its own organization. It must 
patiently explain to the masses the 
fallacies of a labor party in the 
period of capitalist decay. A 
Farmer- Labor party cannot stop 
fascism. It can only pave the way 
for fascism by lulling the workers 
to sleep — as was so tragically 
shown by the failures of the social- 
democratic parties in Germany and 
Austria. Nor can reformist parties 
prevent the outbreak of imperialist 
war. This was proven in 1914, 
when betrayals of these parties 
drowned the workers of Europe in 
a sea of blood. 

Today It is only a revolutionary 
Socialist Party, working closely 



with sister parties in all countries, 
that can weld together and educate 
the working class, gain the alle- 
giance of the farmers, lead the on- 
slaught against finance capitalism, 
overthrow the capitalist state, es- 
tablish the rule of the proletariat 
and lead America and the rest of 
the world to the establishment of 
a world socialist economy. 

We therefore conclude that the 
Socialist Party cannot he the in- 
strument that initiates or builds 
the Farmer-Labor party. We must 
be prepared to face the develop- 
ment of this reformist Farmer-La- 
bor party as a force locally and 
nationally in a practical manner. 
The Socialist Party must always 
he in the position of analyzing the 
Farmer-Labor party in its true 
light, educating the workers to its 
inevitable reformist results, its 
dangers, and to the fact that only 
the achievement of Socialism 
through the leadership of a disci- 
plined, revolutionary Socialist Party 
can permanently solve the prob- 
lems of the working class. 

We propose the adoption of this 
statement as the policy of the 
Socialist Party on the Farmer- 
Labor Party question. We further 
propose that this policy immediate- 
ly he put into action nationally. 
Since it is impossible to set a blue 
print for procedure in local in- 
stances that merit different tactics 
because of difference in conditions, 
we should resolve that no local sec- 
tion of the Socialist Party shall be 
permitted to negotiate, endorse, or 
permit any of its membership to 
enter into relationship with a 
Farmer-Labor Party without first 
consulting with the National Ex- 
ecutive Committee for permission. 
In making decisions on all such 
cases, the N.E.C. shall act in ac- 
cordance with the policy as herein 
stated. 



the Committee report showed inter- 
esting variations. Fisher of Illinois 
spoke sharply from a clear-cut left 
position, and made bis remarks an- 
other attack direct against the Old 
Guard. David Lasser of New York 
defended the Committee, but at the 
same time dissociated himself from 
any policy of building "cells" or 
attempting to "interfere with" the 
mass organizations. A compromise 
was proposed to change "shall" to 
"may" in the Section of the report 
under discussion. Paul Porter Spoke 
for the compromise, and emphasiz- 
ing how thoroughly he was against 
any "dictatorship from the top." 
Through its Chairman, Murray 
Gross of New York, the Committee 
accepted the compromise ; Gross, 
however, expressing his personal 
disapproval of the change. But 
Glenn Trimble of California, a 
member of the Committee, rejected 
the compromise from the left, and 
forced a vote. The compromise 
carried. The motion to strike out 
the entire section was lost— with 
the Wisconsin delegating voting 
with one or two exceptions to strike 
out; and the section as amended 
was adopted. 

The peculiar status of the Wis- 
consin delegation was again brought 



out during the norminations to the 
N.E.C. Hoan, in accepting nomi- 
nation, stated that he did so con- 
ditionally, since, as he put it, his 
very considerable duties in his own 
state might force Jiim to withdraw 
later on. His election, however, 
followed in due course. 



the Platform 



Conflict on 

It was the discussion and action 
on the campaign Platform which 
brought out most fully the conflict- 
ing currents present within the 
Convention. It bad been rumored 
that four platforms were under con- 
sideration : one prepared by Harry 
W. Laidler, one by Gus Tyler, one 
by Herbert Zam, and a fourth 
which had been published In the 
June issue of the Socialist Appeal. 
The Platform Committee, controlled 
by the New York Militants, first 
reported out what was said to e 
essentially the Laidler platform: a 
document throughout of standard- 
ized social-democratic reformism, 
with scarcely a breath of revolu- 
tionary content There was no 
phrase in it which could not have 
been whole-heartedly accepted by 
the Old Guard. When It reached 
the floor, it became at once appar- 



ent that the left wing delegates 
were prepared to open up a fight- 
ing attack on it all down the line. 
Jack Altman of New York there- 
upon stepped forward and moved 
to have the platform referred back 
to the Committee; and this action 
was taken. 

On Tuesday the Platform made 
its appearance in a somewhat modl- 
lied form, with certain sections de- 
leted, and in a few cases sentences 
from the Appeal Platform — a docu- 
ment of militant class struggle, 
thoroughly imbued with vigorous 
revolutionary spirit — substituted for 
phrases from the original. In sub- 
stance, however, the Committee 
Platform was not altered, remain- 
ing a consistently reformist state- 
ment — a fact attested by the sup- 
port it received' from the Right 
wing delegations. Laidler, for the 
Committee, read the Platform para- 
graph by paragraph, stopping at 
the end of each to ask for objec- 
tions; when there were none, the 
, paragraph was adopted ; if there 
were objections, the paragraph was 
debated. 

An interesting division occurred 
on the very first paragraph: The 
Platform (in its revised form, 



though not in its original) called 
for a society in which "the indus- 
tries of the country shall be social- 
ly owned. . . ." The Right wing 
proposed to change "socially" to 
"publicly." Laidler accepted the 
proposal ; King, of Michigan, a 
member of the Committee, objected ; 
and, on a vote, King was upheld. 

The Road to Power 

Left wing delegates from Arkan- 
sas and Minnesota, moved certain 
short but important changes in 
sentences dealing with the war 
question. The most important test, 
however, came on the motion of 
Whit ten of Arkansas to substitute 
the paragraphs in the Appeal Plat- 
form on "The Road to Socialism" 
for the watery, reformist statement 
given in paragraph eleven of the 
Committee Platform. The issue at 
this point was entirely clear : it 
was in effect on the altogether de- 
cisive question of the road to power 
and the nature of the Workers' 
State;, with the Committee Plat- 
form giving the reformist answer, 
and the Appeal Platform the revo- 
lutionary answer. Delegate Whlt- 
ten presented his case well, and 
was applauded with full enthusi- 
asm by the rank and file delegates 
of the Left. David Lasser at one 
point interrupted to enquire sar- 
castically whether Whitten was 
proposing an amendment or an en- 
tirely new Platform — a justified 
question, which served to point the 
issue even more clearly. 

The division was by a rising vote. 
Remarkably enough, Whitten's 
amendment lost only by a vote of 
52 in favor, 72 against (with a 
number of abstentions). His sup- 
port came chiefly from the delega- 
tions of Illinois, Minnesota, Indiana, 
Colorado, California, with scat- 
tered votes elsewhere. There was 
particular interest in the Xew York 
vote, which held a balance of power 
on the question. Only two dele- 
gates from New York were seen to 
rise in favor of Whitten's motion. 
Wisconsin, Pennsylvania, end the 
Right wing delegations thus had 
their way with tbe Platform. 

War Plank Disputed 

Approximately the same division 
occurred on the motion of Delegate 
Parshall to strike out the pacifist 
paragraph of the division on imme- 
diate demands dealing with "Mili- 
tarism and 'War," and to substitute 
the simple double slogan of the 
Appeal Platform ("Not a penny, 
not a man, to the military aims of 
the government ; unconditional op- 
position to any war engaged in by 
the American government.") Here, 
amusingly enough, after voting 
Parshall down, the Convention 
moved to add the Appeal statement. 

The motion of Ernest Erber of 
Illinois to amend the final para- 
graph by substituting the corres- 
ponding paragraphs of the Appeal 
platform — unfortunately defended 
weakly by Erber because of the 
shortness of time allotted to him — 
was. voted down by a voice vote. 
A number of additional paragraphs 
on "Socialized Medicine," "The 
Commonwealth Plan," etc., were 
thrown into the pot. When the 
Platform was then adopted as a 
whole, a considerable group of left- 
wing delegates rose to their feet 
demanding that their names be In- 
serted in the records as opposed. 

Two more vigorous struggles re- 



mained for the crowded closing 
minutes of the final session : on the 
Farmer-L6bor Party resolution and 
the United Front. In between, a 
number of significant motions and 
resolutions dealing with the Y.P. 
S.L., the war question, "armed in- 
surrection," changes in the Consti- 
tution and the Declaration of 
Principles, were passed without 
discussion, and will not be taken 
up here, Since they failed to reveal 
clearly the demarcations and ten- 
dencies in the Convention itself. 

The Farmer-Labor Party 

The Committee report on the 
Farmer-Labor Party was ambigu- 
ous in the extreme, and of a kind 
to provide no resistance to the 
maneuvers of the Stalinists on this 
question. It favors a Farmer-La- 
bor Party, but declares that one is 
not possible in 1936; it states that 
Socialists must work vigorously for 
it in the unions, and spends most 
of its space discussing the form 
that a "genuine" Farmer-Labor 
Party should take. It was attacked 
sharply both from the right and 
from the left. The left opponents 
distinguished their opposition 
clearly from that of the Right 
pointing out the extremely reaction- 
ary character of the opposition from 
the right; and at the same time 
criticizing vigorously the confused 
and basically reformist character 
of the Committee resolution. 

At the same time that it attacked 
the Committee resolution, the left 
wing took positive action when 
Pemble of Minnesota, as a minority 
member of the Committee, intro- 
duced as a substitute a shortened 
form of the Resolution on the Prob- 
lem of a Farmer-Labor Party 
passed at the pre-Convention Con- 
ference of the Socialist Party of 
Minnesota (this is reprinted else- 
where in this issue— Ed.). Pemble 
defended the uncompromising Revo- 
lutionary perspective of the Minne- 
sota resolution. The Minnesota 
resolution was lost on a voice vote; 
and the majority resolution carried 
by a vote of 109 in favor, M 
against. 

United Front Resolution 

The Convention ended with a 
short but bitter debate on the 
United Front resolution. The ma- 
jority report, far from clear in 
form, included clauses providing 
for United Fronts with the Com- 
munist Party. (At an earlier ses- 
sion a proposal from the C.P. for 
a united election ticket and a stand- 
ing joint committee on united front 
actions had been tabled without a 
dissenting voice.) A minority res- 
olution against any United Front 
involving the C.P., introduced by 
the Right wing, was lost 67-89. The 
Left wing was anxious to force the 
issue (ft is significant that on this 
issue alone during the last sessions 
did the New York Militants stand 
with the left wingers who had 
fought the central questions with 
respect to the platform). Darling- 
ton Hoopes openly threatened to 
split If the question were voted on. 
After hasty caucussing, Thomas 
took the floor for the Militants and 
proposed to earry the matter to a 
referendum, to be held after the 
November elections. The Conven- 
tion thus closed, as it had begun, 
on the thin edge of a split, but this 
second time more profound and 
far-reaching in its implications 
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the Belgian National Union and 
the French People's Front is that 
the Stalinists are excluded from it 
—as yet. The Belgian Communist 
Party has been so insignificant a 
force that hitherto there has been 
no occasion to take its participation 
or approval seriously. That is why 
Repard bitingly refers to the Cath- 
olics and Liberals in Belgium as 
"reactionary parties." These par- 
ties of the Belgian Center are of 
course in no way to be distin- 
guished from the French Radicals, 
except in this : that the Belgian 
Socialists have long pursued the 
policy of participating with them 
in coalition governments, even with 
Socialist premiers, a policy only 
recently accredited in France. 

The Belgian Labor Party lost 
support not because the leadership 
refused to add the Stalinists to 
the present coalition. This would 
have simply meant adding a tiny 
social-patriotic (and inexperienced) 
competitive organization to a very 
old and going concern. 



The developments in Belgium are 
the consequences of the course pur- 
sued by the P.O.B. in the sphere of 
"People's Front" policies and the 
actual experience that tbe Belgian 
masses have already had with the 
governments established through 
the coalition of the Socialists, the 
Catholics and the Liberals. The 
Belgian workers have already had 
their Socialist premier, true, his 
name is not Blum but Vandervelde. 

Belgium the Mirror for France 

The experience of these coalition 
governments was mirrored in Aus- 
tria, where Socialists entered into 
coalition governments with Cleri- 
cals, and pursued the self -same 
social-patriotic, strikebreaking and 
capitulating policies. It is disgust 
and disillusion with such policies 
that underlies the losses of Van- 
dervelde and Co. 

It ought to be noted that Bel- 
gium is in a somewhat advanced 
stage as regards its economic de- 
velopments as well. In Belgium 
the devaluation of the currency 
which is pending in France has al- 
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ready taken place. The masses of 
the workers and of the petty bour- 
geoisie have already felt the effects 
of devaluation, and have added this 
to their already extensive experi- 
ence with a "National Union" (or 
a People's Front) government 
which can put through only the 
policy of finance capital. This has 
provided an added impulse to drive 
the middle classes Into the arms of 
clerical Fascism. 
Stalinists Gain Despite Themselves 

As for the Communist gains, 
these were scored not because of 
the policies they pursue but de- 
spite them. The Belgian workers, 
moving to the left, sensing and 
seeking a revolutionary solution to 
the crisis, turn towards the C.P. 
in precisely the same way that the 
German workers swung away from 
the social democracy towards the 
C.P. up to the very day that Hitler 
assumed power. 

What we observe in Belgium to- 
day, was observed in its time in 
Austria and in Germany. The in- 
itial stages of the same process are 
also observable in France. In 
France, we have the self-same dis- 
integration of the parties of the 
Center (the Radicals), and the 
growth of the right and the left 
wings. Once France will have had 
its experience with the govern- 
ments in which Socialists partici- 
pate, and which Communists sup- 
port, or also participate in . . . 
then the French Fascists will like- 
wise begin scoring their spectacu- 
lar gains. In this latter respect 
Belgium today mirrors tbe future 
of the French People's Front. 

Criticism Boomerang for D. TT. 

The Daily .Worker, In the person 
of Repard condemns the Belgian 
Socialists for joining a government 
"on a program of salvaging capi- 
talist profits." This is ABC for 
every revolutionist But in the case 
ot Repard, this is not revolution- 
ary criticism but Stalinist hypoc- 



risy. If the Belgians are to be 
damned for supporting Belgian 
capitalists, why is Blum to be sup- 
ported by the French Stalinists? 
For Blum came out openly in his 
speech at the Salle Wagram with 
the statement that he was accept- 
ing the premiership not on the 
basis of a Socialist program, but 
on the basis of a People's Front 
program, which, said Blum, is a 
program of capitalism. Or is there 
perhaps a program of capitalism 
which does not salvage capitalist 
profits? 

Every criticism that Repard levels 
at the Belgian "National Union" 
applies with equal force to the 
People's Front; even Repard's crit- 
icism of the Belgians for their 
dumping the de Man Plan. This 
Plan was proposed by the P.O.B^ 
leadership In the very first days of 
the leftward move of the masses 
after the German debacle. It pro- 
posed to "immediately" institute 
socialism by buying out the capi- 
talists, nationalizing all key indus- 
tries, etc. It served its purpose of 
sidetracking the masses from rev- 
olutionary struggle. 

Repard is quite outspoken in his 
condemnation of the Belgian plan, 
and we would like to know when 
he will tell us a little something 
about Jouhaux's Plan, a modest 
edition of de Man's Plan, which 
was likewise proposed and similar- 
ly dumped in France. And, again, 
what has happened to the economic 
demands of the People's Front 
program, and its own "New Deal"? 
When are the Laval emegency de- 
crees to be abolished? When are 
the rich going to be "soaked"? 
What about the 2-year military 
service in France? 

Once the demagogy of the 
People's Front will have been bared 
to the masses in France by the ac- 
tions of the People's Front Gov- 
ernment, then it will be clearly 
wen that the People's Front Is not 



an obstacle but an aid to Fascism; 
that it is merely an extended ver- 
sion of the coalition governments 
in Austria, Belgium, etc. 
Growth of Revolutionary Vanguard 
A section of the Belgian van- 
guard has learned well the lessonB 
of the experience in Germany and 
Austria. It is this section— Action 
Soeialiste Revolutionaire — that has 
been expelled from the P.O.B. for 
having refused to accept dumbly 
the self -same policies of capitula- 
tion that brought about the debacle 
in Berlin and Vienna. What has 
hitherto rendered the working class 
impotent In the face of its mortal 
enemy has been the absence of an 
organized revolutionary vanguard. 
The most hopeful sign of the devel- 
opments in Belgium lies in the 
steps toward such a vanguard. The 
future of Belgium depends upon 
whether the vanguard is able to 
fuse itself with the masses of 
workers before the social -patriots 
of the Second and the Third Inter- 
nationals have so demoralized the 
masses, and have surrendered such 
important positions as would en- 
able the Fascists to launch a gen- 
eral offensive, and slide into power, 
in still another country. 
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Workers Party Calls All Revolutionary 

Workers to Join the Socialist Party 



■ 'HE Cleveland convention of the Socialist Party 
finally smashed the Old Guard domination, and the 
■Old Guard withdrew. By rejecting the Old Guard, 
the convention ratified the slogan of an inclusive, dem- 
ocratic party, open to all who stand for the goal of 
■socialism and who are willing to work loyally within 
the framework of the party. 

Prom these two significant developments we draw 
two conclusions : 

1. By breaking with the Old Guard and by open- 
ing its doors to revolutionary workers, the Socialist 
Party becomes the best rallying ground for the revo- 
lutionary forces in building the party of the American 
proletarian revolution. 

2, Taking the militant Socialists at their word, 
the revolutionary workers outside the Socialist Party 
■should immediately join it. 

Acting on these conclusions, the National Committee 
■of the Workers Party, exercising the authority ex- 
pressly given to it by the party convention, has form- 
ally dissolved the organization and all its members are 
joining the Socialist Party. The Spartacus Youth 
league has taken similar action to join the Young 
People's Socialist League. 

These conclusions, and the actions proceeding from 
them, are the result of a careful and concrete analysis 
of the course of development of the Socialist Party 
during the last two years. 

Turning Point at Detroit 

The Detroit convention of the Socialist Party in 
1934 marked a decisive turning point in the history 
«f the movement. The Declaration of Principles then 
Adopted, despite the ambiguity and confusion of its 
formulations, made a sharp break with the classical 
reformism of the post-war Social Democracy, and gave 
evidence of a determination not to repeat the terrible 
mistakes and crimes of the parties which had led the 
Austrian and German masses to the yoke of Fascism. 
The Waldmans, Pankens and Oneals rightly charac- 
terized the document as a break with "democratic 
Socialism," i.e., the cowardly and treacherous Social- 
Democratic reformism of the war and post-war years. 

Though the leftward tendency of the Socialist Party 
lias not achieved programmatic clarity and, in some 
respects, retrogressive steps were taken at Cleveland, 
nevertheless the general trend of the party, as mea- 
sured by tlie activities of its membership and the in- 
creasing violence of its collisions with the extreme 
right wing of the party, is undoubtedly progressive. 
This is to be seen, for example, in the fruitful work of 
the Socialist militants among the unemployed — a field 
■completely neglected in the past; in the tendency to 
coordinate the work of Socialists in the trade unions, 
despite the resistance of party reactionaries allied with 
the trade union bureaucracy ; in the firm stand of the 
Left Wing in breaking with the hidebound reactionary 
opposition to the United Front; and in the steadily 
increasing interest of the party membership in the 
fundamental questions of the revolutionary program, 
above all in the consistent development within the So- 
cialist Party on the question of the struggle against 
"war. 

The Question of War 

War is the most crucial issue of this epoch. On this 
question the Social-Democracy foundered and col- 
lapsed in 1914. On this question, today, both the in- 
ternational Social Democracy and the degenerate 
Third International reveal their ideological bank- 
Tuptcy and their readiness to betray the working class 
to the imperialists. It is this question that divides the 
proletariat today into the two camps: those who will 
and those who will not fight against imperialist war. 

Alone of all the important parties in the Second 
International, the Socialist Party of America took a 
firm and courageous stand against capitalist govern- 
ment "sanctions." Alone of all these parties, the 
American party repudiated the fictitious distinction 
between "peaceful" and "aggressive" capitalist na- 
tions. In spite of the terrific barrage of Stalinist pres- 
sure, the Socialist Party has continued to develop 
more clearly and decisively toward a genuinely revo- 
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The Cleveland convention of the Socialist Party 
has brought to an organizational climax the internal 
struggle which had arisen out of the Leftward devel- 
opment in the party. The break with the Old Guard 
shifts the center of gravity to the Left and facili- 
tates the growth and activity of the party. This, 
as well as the militant position the party has taken 
on the crucial question of imperialist war, confronts 
revolutionary workers throughout the country with 
a new situation. The composition of the Socialist 
Party today is no longer what it was under the 
domination of the Old Guard. Into its ranks have 
entered a new generation of class-conscious mili- 
tants, inspired by the spirit of the class struggle, 
who want to make the party a party of revolution- 
ary Marxism. They represent a movement of great 
potentialities for the cause of a mass party of social- 
ist revolution in the United States. 

The Workers Party, formed to advance the in- 
terests of revolutionary internationalism, cannot 
stand apart from this movement. It is fully con- 
scious of the tremendous importance of this move- 
ment for the future of the American and interna- 
tional working class and of the fact that this 
movement can be advanced more speedily and 
consistently in the direction in which it has traveled 
only by the closest, most loyal and direct contact 
with it. 

Unlike the Communist (Stalinist) Party, which 
has sunk deeper and deeper into the mire of reform- 
ism and social-patriotism, the Socialist Party has 
freed itself from the strangulating domination of 
the Right wing and has advanced towards the posi- 
tion of revolutionary -Marx ism on a number of basic 
questions, notably on the question of war, the cen- 
tral question of our time. 

Unlike the Communist Party, in which the bu- 
reaucracy has stifled every last remnant of party 
democracy, outlawing all views contrary to thone 
imposed upon the ranks by an appointed officialdom, 
the Socialist Party openly takes a stand for internal 
democracy, welcomes revolutionists into its ranks 
and offers the possibility of putting forward in its 



midst the rounded views of consistent revolutionary 
Marxism. 

At its last convention, the National Committee 
of the Workers Party was Instructed to follow 
closely the developments within the Socialist Party 
and was given full power to take appropriate action 
in the event of a favorable outcome of the internal 
struggle. By virtue of this authority, the National 
Committee herewith decides to dissolve the Workers 
Party as a separate organization and calls upon all 
its members to enter the ranks of the Socialist Party 
jf America. It appeals to all revolutionary workers 
to follow this example. 

The comrades who have been grouped in the 
Workers Party join not as a separate faction, and 
take their places side by side with the militant 
fighters in the ranks of the S.P. with the aim of 
building it into a mass party of revolutionary 
socialism. We aim to work loyally and devotedly in 
the ranks of the Socialist Party and to observe dis- 
cipline in action. We enter the Socialist Party as 
we are, with our ideas. We assume all the obliga- 
tions and duties of party membership and ask no 
special privileges. On the basis of equal duties and 
equal rights we obligate ourselves to work loyally 
and devotedly to build the Socialist Party into a 
powerful, united organization in the revolutionary 
struggle for socialism. 

NATIONAL COMMITTEE, 
WORKERS PARTY OF THE U. S. 



The National Committee of the Spartacus Youth 
League endorses the declaration of the Workers 
Party. By the authority of the last convention, 
the National Committee hereby formally dissolves 
the Stiartacus Youth League and calls upon all its 
members and sympathizers to take their place in the 
ranks of the Young People's Socialist League. 

NATIONAL COMMITTEE, 
SPARTACUS YOUTH LEAGUE. 



lutionary conception of the nature of the proletarian 
struggle against war. In this field the Cleveland con- 
vention made its most important theoretical contribu- 
tion, adopting a detailed resolution which goes further 
in the direction of a Leninist position against war than 
any Socialist party has sver done. 

Naturally, it remains to be seen to what extent this 
developing position on war has been and will be as- 
similated by the party membership. Undoubtedly, this 
position will not become fully integrated into the ac- 
tions of the Socialist Party without a systematic edu- 
cational campaign. Such an educational campaign 
will scarcely be complete unless it involves all the basic 
questions which are inextricably involved in the war 
question — the international nature of the class strug- 
gle, the road to power, the nature of the workers' state, 
etc. — Questions on which clarity in the Socialist ranks 
lags considerably behind the development of the war 



issue. 



The Break With the Old Guard 

Indeed, the most basic and far-reaching gains made 
by the Socialist Party do not yet lie in the realm of 
theoretical clarification. The revolutionary potentiali- 
ties in the Socialist Party have been best-expressed by 



its break with the ossified Old Guard. We have often 
pointed out what, in our opinion, has constituted the 
main weakness of the fight against the Old Guard: it 
was permitted to look like a purely organizational 
fight between groups contending for power, while the 
basic programmatic issues underlying that struggle 
were not clarified. Fighting for corrupt and reaction- 
ary principles the Old Guard, nevertheless, has formu- 
lated the issues more clearly than its opponents. But, 
fortunately for the future of the working class move- 
ment, the break was irrevocably made at Cleveland and 
the Socialist workers are free to develop their destiny 
without the deadening influence of the Old Guard. 

And what a noxious, poisonous influence the Old 
Guard was ! What a debilitating influence the Wald- 
mans and Pankens exerted on a generation of Socialist 
workers! In ideological solidarity with the Scheide- 
manns and Noskes who slaughtered the German revo- 
lutionists and delivered the European working class 
back into the hands of capitalism; repudiating every 
vestige of Marxism which remained imbedded in the 
Social Democracy even in its opportunist years pre- 
ceding the war; either part of or allied with the class- 
collaborationist trade union bureaucrats — not to speak 
of all the outright racketeers among the Old Guard ! — 
and even now trailing Dubinsky and Hillman into the 



Roosevelt camp; comfortable, aging Philistines, stern 
and implacable only against revolutionists and mili- 
tants, — for a decade and a half these traitors poured 
their poison into the minds and hearts of Socialist 
workers. The socialist worker, seeking a way out from 
capitalism, could find guidance, in all those years, only 
in the venal and corrupt Jewish Forward or its Eng- 
lish version, the New Leader. The worker or student 
seeking to learn something of scientific socialism was 
delivered into the hands of the Algernon Lees and the 
Rand School I Groups of workers engaged in struggle 
against repressive administration in their unions, if 
they were naive enough to bring their problems to the 
Julius Gerbers, were betrayed to the bureaucrats not 
only by being restrained from struggle, but also by the 
direct process of stool -pigeoning. The Old Guard gave 
aid to not a single one of the important struggles for 
democratic rights on behalf of political prisoners! 
They did not lift a finger to aid the organization of 
the millions of unemployed. Under their regime, the 
Socialist Party had all the vices of the European So- 
cial Democracy without even the advantage of being 
the party of the masses. 

Degeneration of the Communist Party 

Now the Socialist workers are freed of this horrible, 
parasitic excrescence. At first thought, indeed, it ap- 
pears incredible that thousands of militant workera 
and youth could have joined the Socialist movement 
while the Old Guard ruled the party. They joined, of 
course in spite of the Old Guard. The main influx haB 
come since 1928. That influx was only possible because 
of the degeneration of the Communist Party. 

The revolutionary workers have been joining the So- 
cialist Party since 1928 because the relative autonomy 
of state and local organizations made it possible for 
them to function in it, even though under fearful han- 
dicaps. In the Communist Party, they could not func- 
tion at all. It is no mere coincidence that the Socialist 
Party has grown precisely in the years since the Com- 
munist Party, yoked to the "national Socialism" of 
Stalin, ceased in actual fact to be a party. It is no 
accident that the growth of the Socialist Party began 
in the same year that we, then the Left Opposition, 
were expelled from the Communist Party.' The C. P. 
became nothing more than a rigid apparatus-clique; 
even the memory of party democracy disappeared; 
scoundrels and nonentities were appointed by Stalin 
and consecrated overnight as "beloved leaders"; party 
policies are infinitely closer to those of the Old Guard 
than to those of militant Socialism. From this repel- 
lent caricature of a revolutionary organization, an or- 
ganization neither revolutionary nor a party, thou- 
sands of revolutionary workers recoiled. Instead, they 
joined the Socialist Party. From the first they chafed 
at the Philistine passivity imposed by the Old Guard, 
and now they have smashed through the Old Guard. 

It is extraordinary, indeed, to contemplate the dia- 
lectics of this swift development. The Socialist Party 
is left an empty shell by the surge of revolutionists to 
the Communist Party in 1919. But the Communist 
Party becomes a stifling apparatus. Workers recoil 
and entef the Socialist Party and give it new life. But 
in the process they have also transformed the party 
and driven out the Old Guard Democrats who con- 
trolled it. Thus the drive of the proletariat to revolu- . 
tionary organization asserts itself in spite of all ob- 
stacles. 

Petty Democrecy 

That drive is, of course, not completed. It is just 
beginning and will not end this side of the American 
proletarian revolution. The Socialist workers are now 
in a state of evolution toward a consistent Marxist con- 
ception of their tasks. Not the least of the forms that 
dialectics takes is the conflict, the give and take, of 
ideas about theory, strategy and tactics. Only that 
which is dead — like the prison regime of the Old Guard 
and the caricature of monolithism which is the Com- 
munist Party — provides no arena for ideological dif- 
ferentiation. The mature revolutionist seasoned in the 
front lines of the class struggle, conscious of- the man- 
ifold practical problems of the party and the signifi- 
(Continued on Page 3) 
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ON THE FLYING TRAPEZE AGAIN 



(Concluded In this issue) 

By KARANDASH 

One year after Hitler's assump- 
tion of power in Germany, the 
gangs of reaction raised their ra- 
zors and guns in Parts on February 
6, 1934 against the "corrupt" Dala- 
dter government. On this day, 
l'Humanite, the central organ of 
the French Communist Party, ap- 
pealed for a demonstration in the 
yery midst of the reactionary gangs, 
and with practically the self-same 
slogans, against tie "corrupt" and 
"Fascist" Daladier. This was a 
repetition on a minor scale of the 
Red Referendum in Germany, where 
the Stalinists appealed to the work- 
ers to cast their votes against the 
Socialist (social-fascist) govern- 
ment of Braun and Severing to- 
gether with the Nazis. In France 
the Stalinists did not mix their 
votes with the Fascists, instead 
they staged a demonstration which 
could not be distinguished from 
that of the Fascists, thus sowing 
confusion among the workers. 

On February 1 and 8 the French 
working class was treated to the 
spectacle of a Socialist Party pro- 
posing a united front to the G.P., 
and the latter refusing the propo- 
sal. L'Humanite replied to the S-P. 
in substance as follows: If you 
wont to struggle against fascism, 
you should apply to the Amster- 
dam-Pleyel Committee whose par- 
ticular specialty this is. A few 
months later the "line" was 
changed. 

That is why la 1936, Blttelman 
has to write, "It is strange that 
the Left elements . . . should have 
allowed this Old Guard and Trot- 
sfeyite slander to creep into the 
draft program" (p. 20). 

Blttelman devotes fuily two-fifths 
of his pamphlet to a "criticism" of 
the draft program on the question 
of Fascism and War. On these 
central questions the Lieft Social- 
ists have moved closest to the rev- 
olutionary Marxist position. On 
the other hand, the degeneration 
and betrayal of the Third Interna- 
tional stand out most sharply pre- 
cisely la the struggle against Fas- 
cism and War. The Stalinist rec- 
ord and policy in this sphere are 
only too clear. It Is hardly sur- 
prising therefore that the Stalinists 
should concentrate their efforts 
upon trying to check any further 
clarification or evolution of the So- 
cialists on these burning questions 
of our epoch. 

The draft expresses the funda- 
mental thesis of the Marxian posi- 
tion on war : only the overthrow of 
capitalism can put an end to war. 
Unable to criticize the Left Social- 



Bittlcman Takes the Swing this 
Time in Pamphlet *Going Left* 



ists tor what they say, Bittleman 
attacks them for what they alleg- 
edly fail to say. According to Bit- 
telman, they are guilty of failing 
to mention the central task of the 
anti-war struggle. A serious charge, 
indeed ! 

In the school of Marx and Lenin 
we have been taught that history 
has put the following alternative 
to the advanced capitalist coun- 
tries: Either socialism — or a new 
series of Imperialist ware. And 
that therefore the central task of 
the struggle against war is the pro- 
letarian revolution, the only means 
of overthrowing the bourgeoisie. 
An American Austrc-Marxist 
But Bittelman wants to instill in 
the minds of the Left Socialists the 
idea that "the central task in the 
anti-war struggle today is the 
struggle for peace" (p. 27). Offer- 
ing the foreign policy of Stalin- 
Lit vinoff in place of revolutionary 
Marxism, Bittelman insists that: 
"The Communists propose to fight 
against imperialist war under the 
central slogan of the struggle for 
peace" (p. 28). This is the central 
slogan not of Marxism but of Aus- 
tro-Marxism. Bittelman, wliother 
he knows or not, is a true disciple 
of Max Adler. 

Back In 1915, Max Adler wrote a 
pamphlet Prinrip Oder Romantik 
(also in criticism of "sectarians") 
in which he advanced the Idea that 
socialism after the war must make 
peace its central slogan, otherwise 
socialism will cease to exist. Zino- 
viev, at that time closely collabo- 
rating with Lenin, replied to Adler 
as fellows : 
Zinovlev on Adler and BUteimati 
"For those Socialists who see no 
other perspectives — the revolution- 
ary perspective of the transforma- 
tion of the imperialist wars into 
civil wars— for them there is really 
no other way out. . . . 'Die Fried- 
ensidee zum Mittelpunkf The 
idea of peace must be made our 
central slogan!' . . . This is what 
the events have taught them. . . . 
'Not a Friedensidee but the Buer- 
gerkriegsidee !, one feels like shout- 
ing to these great Utopians who are 
running around with such a petty 
Utopia. Not the idea of peace— but 
the idea of civil war, citizen Adler! 
That is what must become the cen- 
tral point of our program. ... We 
say to you: either socialism will 
become the organizer of civil war 



or it will cease to exist (Against 
the Stream, pp. 145-146 Bussian 
edition. Emphasis in original). 

One need change only a few 
names, places, and incidental re- 
marks to have practically every- 
thing that Lenin and the Bolshe- 
viks wrote on this subject apply 
directly to citizen Bittelman, and 
his associates. The Marxists never 
approached the question of peace in 
the abstract. Writing in the dark- 
est days of the war (at a time 
when the workers were certainly 
"vitally Interested in the mainten- 
ance of peace," to use Bittelman's 
terminology), Lenin and Zinoviev 
kept stressing that peace under 
capitalism "today" as well as to- 
morrow can only mean an Interval 
between two imperialist wars. 
Peace under capitalism Is an im- 
perialist peace. Anyone who is for 
peace under capitalism is in reality 
for peace with the bourgeoisie. 
Those who today cry, Long live im- 
perialist peace!, will tomorrow cry, 
Long live imperialist war! This is 
the position of revolutionary Marx- 
ism. 

It was Karl Kautsky who insisted 
that the International was in the 
nature of things an instrument of 
peace. . . . The struggle for peace 
is the international organization of 
the working class." This is the po- 
sition of the social- pat riots whom 
Lenin and the Bolsheviks attacked. 

From the instrument of the world 
proletarian revolution, the Third 
International has been transformed 
by Stalin into an "instrument for 
peace," that is, of betrayal. 

New Converts for the League 

Every day, almost every hour, 
brings added proof of the Stalinist 
treachery, over which the Stalinists 
unfailingly throw the usurped ban- 
ner of the October revolution. In 
his pamphlet, Bittelman patroniz- 
ingly compliments the Socialists for 
breaking with the "traditional So- 
cialist Party attitude on the League 
of Nations." He forebears to men- 
tion that he and his colleagues have 
now taken over this "traditional" 
attitude. Thus, in the June 5 issue 
of the Daily Worker, Gabriel Peri, 
while on the subject of the "Fight 
for the Defense of Peace" has the 
following to 'say: 

"It seems to us that France must 
now declare: It is not the League 
of Nations that was defeated but 
the inadequacies and shortcomings 



of the League. It is not that sanc- 
tions .were defeated, but their sabo- 
tage and betrayal." This is printed 
in bold type, as the 'revolutionary" 
position on the League of Nations! 
In the Camp of Revisionism 

In every sphere the Stalinists bave 
taken over the views of the revi- 
sionists of Marxism, their precur- 
sors in betrayal. As is well known, 
Bernstein and his associates pro- 
ceeded by subtly altering the 
Marxian theory of the State. How 
do the Stalinists stand with regard 
to this mainspring of revisionism? 
The Stalinist theory of the state is 
a rehash of the views of revision- 
ists, not to be distinguished from 
them,except in Ignorance and clum- 
siness. 

The essence of the revisionist 
theory of the state does not ile In 
the denial that the state is an In- 
strument of class rule but in the 
assertion that there are stages in 
the evolution of the state. At a 
certain stage the state can lose its 
specific class character, cease to 
serve as the instrument of class 
oppression, and therefore can be 
utilized to advance the interests of 
other classes. The revisionists 
never denied that the state was an 
instrument of class oppression, or 
even thnt the democratic state 
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The disintegration which has been 
taking place within the various 
sectarian groups, which have made 
a common platform of fighting' 
'Trotskyism," had several open 
manifestations during the past 
week. In addition to open splits, 
accompanied by the most disgrace- 
ful episodes, information Is made 
public of the frightful decomposi- 
tion and Internal stagnation of 
these bankrupt cliques. The rank 
and file workers who were misled 
into these blind alleys on an ultra- 
" revolutionary" program are draw- 
ing a balance of their unfortunate 
experiences and returning to our 
ranks. This process is especially 
noticeable among the youth. 

A statement made public last 

week by a majority of the clique 

could be utilized by the bourgeoisie of B j FicM (wll0 was expelled 
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Stalinists Hedge on Committees; 
Explain JV on-Revolutionary Aims 



From Revolution (Paris) 

On the morning after the elec- 
tions, the "communists" declared 
that they were going to devote 
themselves to the organization of 
Rank and File Committees of the 
People's Front 

Tliorez wrote in l'Humanite, 
May 10: 

"We will insist on the demo- 
cratic election of Committees of 
the People's Front in the country, 
city and Tillage." 
Replying to questions asked by 
reporters, Duelos stated : 

". . . That is why our friend 
Thorez emphasized onr action for 
the democratic election of Com- 
mittees of the People's Front 
throughout the country. Thus we 
give proof thai we are a party 
wlu'eli bases itself on the people." 
A propaganda pamphlet of the 
C.P., which we have already cited, 
formnlly states: 

"The C. P. recommends Com- 
mittees of the People's Front, 
democratically elected in the en- 
tire country, in the neighbor- 
hoods and In the factories, and 
embracing not only members o( 
organizations but the unorgan- 
ized masses as well.'' 
» * • 

The Radicals in a Panic 

It is therefore clear that the C.P. 
adopted a demand which we have 
not ceased to defend : practical or- 
ganization, from below, of People's 
Committees, democratically elected. 

To that Valllant-Couturier added 
that the Communists would consti- 
tute as well a "ministry of the 
masses." 

That was enough for the entire 
Right and Radical Socialist press 
to set up a howl about the dicta- 
torship of the proletariat, Soviets, 
etc.! Indeed, these gentlemen had 
the right slant I 

In face of the impotence of Par- 
liament, the People's Committees 
will appear as the only force cap- 
able of assuring the power of the 
working masses. The mass com- 
mittees will set themselves against 
the arbitrary, dictatorial and po- 
lice rule of the bourgeois state. 

Intransigeant and Jour published 
Inflamed articles against the pro- 
posed Committees. The bourgeoisie 
has learned something since 1917. 

But what was remarkable was 
that immediately all the famous 
"Jacobins" of the Daladier strip© 
began to howl against the "dicta- 
torship of the cinhs"! All these 
capitalist democrats, who had Just 
lost 500,000 votes In the election, 



in effect revealed themselves as the, 
hypocritical enemies of the people 
who do not fear anything as much 
as contact with the workers. 

Front, May 16, organ of the party 
of Deat and Paul Boncour, warned 
its readers: 

"The latest discovery of the 
C.P. consists In the creation of 
Committees in the cities and 
neighborhoods to which the mem- 
ber parties of the People's Front 
are Invited to participate. . . . 
Without anticipating the deci- 
sions our central bodies will not 
fail to immediately adopt on this 
subject, we recommend the great- 
est circumspection to the secre- 
taries of the groups. There will 
be enough difficulties for the re- 
publican government not to have 
to risk the creation of new. ones 
by mass and street action which 
will get out of its control. 
Bergery's paper, Fleche, makes 
similar comments. Mr. Bergery 
prefers the salons to the workers' 
meetings : 

"If such a move can justify a 
frenzied campaign on the part of 
the trusts, it is certainly one 
which permits "Temps" and other 
Right papers to declare that the 
Sovietization of France Js being 
organized." 
Izard, deputy from Briey, un- 
doubtedly thinks that the workers 
who elected him will defeat de 
Wen del with newspaper articles. 
• « * 

Stalinists Retreat Under Fire 
Confronted wth these attacks, the 
Stalinists beat a quick retreat. 

In l'Humanite, May 15, Vaillant- 
Couturier wrote: 

"The point in question on the 
People's Front Committees is not 
of substituting itself for the par- 
ties, nor of substituting itself for 
the regular government bodies. 
The only question for them — ar- 
dent defenders of democracy — Is 
to actively second a government 
which is about to take office — 
supplanting a ministry which in 
the last week has permitted the 
flight of three billions of gold— 
' in face of very heavy tasks and 
for whleh the action of the masses 
should be of great assistance." 
In effect, Herrlot, Daladier and 
Co. immediately made known that 
they would have no part of it, just 
as they attacked the workers after 
the events of Brest and Toulon, as 
they will always attack every time 
real action is taken against the 
privileges of the bourgeoisie. 



(I'Hu. 



Thorez declared in turn 
manite, May 19) : 

"We want to bring about the 
collaboration of the people with 
parliament and the government, 
as the program of the People's 
Organization stipulates. The Com- 
mittees of the People's Front must 
be developed, strengthened, im- 
proved," 

Thorez offered the following ex- 
planations in his speech at Oracge- 
aux -Belles : 

". . . This firm desire to guar- 
antee the support of the masses 
through the medium of the Peo- 
ple's Front Committees has al- 
ready been exploited by the reac- 
tionary press which is trying to 
divide us. What is involved, how- 
ever, Is to improve what already 
exists. . . . 

"The bourgeois press pretends 
ttiat this will be an intolerable 
control over parliamentary and 
governmental activity. . . . We, 
communists, think that only on 
Hie parliamentary and govern- 
mental plane one can obtain what 
the masses want and supported 
by their activity in the entire 
country. 

"They pretend that such com- 
mittees are revolutionary clubs, 
Soviets! The bourgeoisie is very 
well aware that this is not true, 
but it is faithful to its time-worn 
tactic: spread panic. ..." 
Since then the C.P. has shelved 
the mass Committees. But that 
was not enough for Messieurs the 
Radicals. 

The pro-fascist Dominique was 
still writing in Republique, May 
16: 

"If Mr. Vaillant-Couturier con- 
stitutes his Ministry of the Mass- 
es, neither parliament nor the 
cabinet will be free. And we want 
it to be." 
In other words, the bourgeoisie 
will be less free to carry through 
Its maneuvers against the working 
elitss, will be less free tp horse- 
trade, to plot, to He, to deceive in 
parliament. And that is what these 

gentlemen do not want! 
• • * 

But here also promises are made. 
We call upon the workers to put 
them into practice. 

Let us begin the practical organ- 
ization of the committees! Let us 
denounce the capitulations to the 
Radical blackmailers ! The cardinal 
task of the hour is: 1) democratic 
election of the mass committees and 
2) pet the People's Front Govern- 
ment on the spot to execute its 
promises. 



for its rule. Hat, said they, once 
the state has evolved to a democ- 
racy, then it has reached that stage 
when a transition is possible, when 
the state need do tammx serve as 
Hie mfltrumeM of DoargMfe raft-. 
The machinery of tire s4Mh «m t» 
taken over by the majority of the 
people, and legislation introduced 
to inaugurate a different social 
system. 

The Capitalist Transition 
The Stalinists do not deny that 
the democratic state is an Instru- 
ment of bourgeois rule either. But, 
they say, under certain conditions 
(as laid down by Dimitroff) it is 
possible to have extraordinary gov- 
ernments which can serve not the 
interests of the bourgeoisie, but 
those of its class enemies. Such a 
"transitional" government on com- 
ing into power would carry through 
"a number of fundamental revolu- 
tionary measures (control of pro- 
duction and of the banks, dlsband- 
ment of the police and its replace- 
ment by an armed workers' mili- 
tia.) ... It would so weaken the 
bourgeoisie and so strengthen the 
working class and its allies, that 
the working class would become 
ready to make the proletarian rev- 
olution" (p. 8). 

This remarkable government, ac- 
cording to Bittelman, would not be 
the government that is set up by 
the proletarian revolution, but a 
different kind of a "workers' and 
farmers' government"— the kind 
which is set up within the frame- 
work of capitalism, a government 
of "the united and people's front 
against fascism and war .... a 
united front government, a people's 
front government, a workers' and 
farmers' government." Whose class 
interests would such a "workers' 
and farmers' government" serve? 
Certainly not those of the bour- 
geoisie. How else could it intro- 
duce "a number of fundamental 
revolutionary measures, and "weak- 
en" the bourgeoisie while 
"strengthening" the working class 
and its allies! 

At a time when the bourgeoisie 
is no longer able to maintain a 
stable parliamentarian regime and 
must resort to Fascism because the 
ruling class is no longer able to 
provide the most miserly conces- 
sions to the oppressed classes in 
society, the Stalinists propose to 
set up under capitalism a govern- 
ment that would pass fundamental 

revolutionary measures, etc 

"What have we here if not the re- 
visionist myth that the machinery 
of bourgeois oppression can be util- 
ized by the working class for its 
emancipation? 

Left Is Anti-Stalinist 
The only difference between the 
above formulation of Blttelman 
and the classic formulation of the 
revisionists is that Bernstein 
would have insisted that such a 
government could proceed to "build 
a socialist society" instead of to 
"make a proletarian revolution." 
But Bernstein could afford to be 
much more logical and consistent. 
He did labor under the necessity of 
palming off his revisionist garbage 
as ."revolutionary Marxism." 

Bittelman and the other flunkies 
of Stalin must resort to their shab- 
by "revolutionary" subterfuges to 
be able to continue using the pres- 
tige and the traditions of the Oc- 
tober revolution In order to bull- 
doze workers away from the revo- 
lutionary traditions and policies of 
the October revolution. To go left 
is in the first instance to go away 
from Stalinism. To be charged with 
being a counter-revolutionist by a 
Stalinist is a well nigh infallible 
proof that one Is learning to differ- 
entiate between the revolutionary 
program of Marx and Lenln and 
the revisionism of the Stalinist bur- 
eaucracy. 



from the Communist League for 
treachery during the Hotel strike), 
operating under the pretentious 
title of "The League for a Ilevolu- 
kiSNfly Workers Party,'' informs of 
a SBitt in the organization and of 
an attempt by Field to impose 
"unity" by means of physical force. 
This method of persuasion was re- 
sorted to after representatives of 
the majority, F. L. Demby and S. 
Stanley, had submitted a statement 
to the "National Committee" de- 
claring the organization to be 
"bankrupt" and announcing their 
intention to sever all relations with 
it. Thereupon, according to the 
statement, "the door was locked" 
and "Stanley and Demby were at- 
tacked, knocked to the Boor and 
, beaten about the head." Field par- 
ticipated in the attack, his group 
outnumbering the other members 
at the time. Eight out of the 
twelve members of the group sup- 
port the position of Demby and 
Stanley In severing relations with 
Field: 



Simultaneously with the disgrace- 
ful finale of the Field adventure 
came the announcement of seces- 
sions from the Oehler group, follow- 
ing upon previous expulsions and 
withdrawals. A total of ten com- 
rades announced their repudiation 
of the platform of the Oehler group 
and their intention to follow the 
lead of the Workers Party in join- 
ing the Socialist Party. Five other 
members had previously left the 
Oehler group and returned to the 
5r\P. Several others who have been 
expelled remain indecisive as to 
their next steps. 

Meantime the world-shaking an- 
nouncement Is made by the "Revo- 
lutionary Workers League" (Oehler 
group) that the "disintegration of 
the entire group (of Field) makes 
it impossible to continue negotia- 
tions with the League for a Revo- 
lutionary Party (Field group), 
looking toward a fusion with it." 
So that's off . But that is not all. 
The Oehlerites are very thorough- 
going people and when they start 
to break off negotiations they be- 
lieve in doing a complete job. The 
same statement which pronounces 
the doom of the Field group also 
announces suspension of the mo- 
mentous negotiations with the "Ital- 
ian Left Fraction of Communism" 
in order to give the three members 
of the latter organization an oppor- 
tunity "to conclude a discussion in 
their ranks in the U. S. and inter- 
nationally over the class character 
of the Soviet Union." It is to be 
inferred that if and when this 
"small point" is cleared up one way 
or another the negotiations will ei- 
ther be resumed or finally broken 
off. We shall see what we shall see. 

Diligent inquiry by our reporter 
failed to uncover any tangible in- 
formation about the present status 
and whereabouts, if any, of the 
"Communist League of Struggle" 
(Albert Welsbord). The cafeterias 
are thick with rumors that Wels- 
bord has departed for Chicago, thai 
he has returned, that the bus broke 
down on the way there or back, 
that he has retired Into seclusion in 
order to write a book about his 
life and labors, etc. Up to the mo- 
ment of going to press our reporter 
was unable to locate any authorized 
spokesmen who could deny or con- 
firm any or all of these rumors. 

Sic transit gloria mundi. 



The New Militant learns with 
great sorrow of the sudden death 
in Ireland of comrade T. J. O'Flah- 
erty, an adherent of "Trotskyism" 
from the first days of the forma- 
tion of the Left Opposition In the 
United States and a firm supporter 
to his dying day of the movement 
for the Fourth International. On 
his death-bed all his thoughts and 
interests were with his comrades 
in the United States and to the last 
he had hopes to recover his health 
and to return to the States to func- 
tion actively in the movement He 
gave full support to the Workers 
Party of America upon its forma- 
tion and viewed it as the first step 
in the process of unification of the 
genuine revolutionary elements who 
based themselves on the teachings 
of Lenin and Trotsky. 

His sister, Anna Johnson, in a 
letter to comrade Martin Abera, 
writes from the Aran Isles, Ireland : 
Letter from His Sister 
"You will he surprised to hear 
that Tom has passed away. He 
died on May 19 from heart trouble. 
He came back here on January 15 
after 1 8 months between Dublin 
and England. He was ill when he 
got back and got worse every day. 
You know he always suffered from 
heart trouble. 

"It as very pitiful to see him 
suffer and he wanted so to get well. 
He lived those last nlonths in New 
York and Chicago and was contin- 
ually with you. He talked to all 
the other members of the Party 
and tried to persuade me in the 
morning that he actually was there. 
You see, I had to be continually 
with him night and day for the last 
five weeks. He was so nervous and 
was always fainting, 

"It is now that his second book, 
•Cliffmen of the West' (a book on 
the agrarian northwest in the U.S.) 
is being advertised. And two weeks 
ago the publishers wrote for per- 
mission to sell the language rights, 
on a 50-50 basis. 

"Tom received papers regularly 
from the U. S, but lately was un- 
able to read them and was too weak 
to have them read to him. His sis- 
ter Delia spared nothing on him; 
but it was no use; he was already 
far too ill when he returned home." 
He was 47 years of age. 
Founder of Communist Movement 
Comrade O'Flaherty was a revo- 
lutionist of many years standing. 
He participated tn the Irish move- 
ment prior to coming to the United 
States In 1912, immediately joining 
the Socialist Party in Boston. He 
remained in the S.P. till the split 
in 1S19 when he joined with the 



formed In November, 1928, upon the- 
expulsion of three members of ther 
Central Committee of the Commu- 
nist Party (Cannon, Shachtman. 
and Abem) for support of the posi- 
tion of the Russian Opposition, com- 
rade O'Flaherty was one of the first 
to announce his unqualified support 
to the Left Opposition and to join, 
it He became a member of thft 
Communist League of America and 
remained a firm supporter of the 
Fourth International movement led 
by L. D. Trotsky. 

The December 15, 1928 issue of 
The Militant, organ of the Commu- 
nist League (Opposition), an- 
nounced comrade O'Flaherty's ad- 
herence to the cause of the Bolshe- 
vik-Leninists as follows: 



Left -Wing and was one of the 
founders of the Communist move- 
ment in America, and a member of 
the Central Committee of the Com- 
munist Party for many years. He 
was active during these many years 
particularly In the field of journal- 
ism, being one of the leading and 
popular writers In the revolutionary 
press. He was the flrst editor of 
the weekly, "Voice of Labor" in 
Chicago, official organ of the Com- 
munist Party. He was on the staff 
of The Worker and later on the 
Dally Worker, official organs of the 
Communist Party. He conducted, 
too, a special column in the Daily 
Worker under the caption, "As We 
See It." 

Comrade O'Flaherty was one of 
the band of Communists under in. 
dictment In the famous Brldgeman, 
Mich. case. He participated in that 
renowned underground C.P. conven- 
tion as well as other convention 
gatherings of the revolutionary 
movement. He participated in the 
work of the International Labor 
Defense, and was a delegate to the 
International Bed Aid Congress 
(Labor Defense) in Moscow. 
Expelled as Left Oppositionist 

When the Left Opposition was 



"T. J. O'Flaherty, the most popu- 
lar Communist propagandist in 
America and the writer of the fa- 
mous Daily Worker column "As We- 
See It" and a revolutionist of many 
years standing, has issued a state- 
ment setting forth his uncondition- 
al support of the Platform of the 
Russian Opposition and his soli- 
darity with all comrades expelled 
for these views : 

" 'After studying new material on 
the question of the Trotsky line In 
the C.P.S.U. and the Comintern," 
said comrade O'Flaherty In his 
statement, 'I have come to the con- 
clusion that the line of the Russian. 
Opposition led by comrade Trotsky 
is the correct Leninist line and 
therefore I associate myself with 
the position taken by comrade Can- 
non and his associates In the 
Workers (Communist) Party of 
America. They were unjustly ex- 
pelled for attempting to explain to 
the membership of the Party the- 
political line really advocated by 
Trotsky in the C.P.S.U. and the 
Comintern.' Comrade O'FIaherty'a 
statement then went on to set forth, 
his agreement with the position of 
the Russian Opposition on the vari- 
ous issues (Anglo-Russian Commit- 
tee, Chinese Revolution, etc.)." 

The Communist Party forthwith 
expelled him. 

Wrote for The Militant 

Comrade O'Flaherty wrote for 
the "Militant" from time to time- 
and participated in other activities. 
Interested in the agrarian problems, 
he proceeded to function for some 
years in the Northwest and edited 
the farmers' publication, the Pro- 
ducer's News (Pientywood, Mont). 
At the same time he was engaged 
in literary efforts. He was III dur- 
ing all these years, particularly 
with his heart, for which he was 
taking treatment for many years. 
A little over two years ago he de- 
cided to pay a visit to his native 
home, on the wild spot, the Aran 
Isles, on which the famous film, 
Man of Aran, was made during the 
time. He lived the hard life that 
all must live on this barren place. 
During this time, he wrote and had 
published his first book, "Aranmen 
All," based on life on the Isles. 
After a time, he left the Aran Isles 
and lived and labored In Dublin, 
London and other places in Great 
Britain, contributing articles from 
time to time to the labor press. He 
returned to the Aran Isles upon the 
completion of his second book, 
"Cliffmen of the West" where his 
persisting illness soon thereafter 
brought the peace of death to him. 

Comrade O'Flaherty in a recent 
letter to comrades In New York ex- 
pressed the hope and belief that he 
would soon return to the United 
States, health greatly improved and 
be able to continue his revolution- 
ary activity more fully. He re- 
mained a revolutionist, a Bolshevik, 
to the end, and all his friends and 
comrades, who are legion, are glad 
to honor the memory of a revolu- 
tionary stalwart 
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Stalin Destroys Conquests of October Revolution 



Bolsheviks Hounded; Class 
Enemy Granted New Rights 



It Is possible to learn bow "Trot- 
skyists" are unearthed by reading a 
telegram from Kazan printed In 
the January 17 Issue of Pravda 
tinder the following scarehead: 
The Tftrtskylst Calumny of Sur- 
©vtaer". It appears that during a 
district membership meeting ill 
Bougulm, Surovtzev, the director 
of the machine and tractor station 
criticized the party regime or, as 
Pravda pnts It, "be openly and bra- 
zenly calumniated the party, deny- 
ing tbat conscious discipline exists 
In the party". 

The indignant correspondent 
states in his telegram that "One 
would imagine that such a speech 
would have met with harsh repudi- 
ation". However, those present at 
the meeting listened to Surovtzev 
without any protests. Taking Into 
account the Stalinist regime this 
Implies that the meeting elded 
completely with Surovtzev. Not 
only the secretary of the District 
Committee but even the representa- 
tive of the District Committee, i.e., 
the important party summit kept 
mum, not daring evidently to pro- 
ceed too much counter to the mood 
of the meeting. "Only towards the 
end of the meeting, as a conse- 
quence of the indignation expressed 
by individual ( 1) Communists — 
reads the telegram — did the secre- 
tary of the District Committee 
briefly remark that the criticism 
of Surovtzev was incorrect and was 
a repetition of everything 'the 
Trotskylsts said In their time' ". 
The entire mechanism of the meet- 
ing stands clearly revealed before 
as. "The Individual indignant com- 
munists" — is, of course, the author 
of the correspondence himself, the 
henchman of Pravda, Le., of the 
General Secretariat: it was only 
upon his direct Insistence that the 
■ecretary explained to the meeting 
that the very same criticism of the 
party regime received by those 
present with obvious sympathy, 
was nothing else than "Trotsky- 
ism". The secretary was unable to 
do more. It ought to be added that 
similar episodes occur at hundreds 
and thousands of party meetings. 
Whether Surovtiev is actually a 



conscious Bolshevik-Leninist or 

simply arrived independently at 

certain conclusions, is Immaterial. 

• • • 

Privileges and Repressions 

By means of a special decree, the 
Soviet goyernment has abolished 
all social restrictions In the sphere 
of education. Henceforth children 
of former noblemen, capitalists and 
kulaks will be accepted into the 
highest Institutions of learning on 
the same plane with the children 
of workers and peasants. "Today 
there is no longer any need for 
these restrictions," announced Mol- 
otov at a session of the O.E.O. In 
January, 1936. One would Imagine 
that these words as well as the 
privilege itself were to be under- 
stood in the sense that the stabil- 
ized socialist society is no longer 
in need of an artificial defense 
against the youth of bourgeois de- 
scent. The only thing to do would 
be to greet the new decree! But 
against the background of liberal 
measures of this sort, all the more 
monstrous Is the new flood of bur- 
eaucratic viclousness against the 
oppositionists, the savage repres- 
sions against the working class 
youth, the moment that the latter 
raises a voice in criticism. As a 
matter of fact there is no contra- 
diction here. The luxuriant growth 
of bourgeois relations In the sphere 
of the distribution of the articles 
of consumption, the re-establish- 
ment of ranks In the army and the 
creation of a privileged stratum of 
the "best people" on the basis of 
personal performance open up the 
possibility of a career for the self- 
seeking progeny of the bourgeoisie. 
On the other hand the self-same 
manifestations of the bouzgeolBifi- 
cation of the ruling summits en- 
gender opposition on the part of 
the working class youth, and at the 
same time make this opposition es- 
pecially dangerous and hated in the 
eyes of the bureaucracy. Thus the 
removal of restrictions upon those 
who emerge from the bourgeois mil- 
ieu and the strengthening of the 
repressions against the working 
class youth naturally supplement 
one another. 



1 he Class Nature of the Soviet State 
A Letter from Leon Trotsky 



Yon ask the question of whether 
the present Soviet system can give 
way to a "third" form of society, 
which would be neither capitalist 
nor socialist. Urbahns believes that 
precisely this is "state capitalism," 
identifying the soviet system with 
a fascist capitalism. In doing this 
he completely forgets a small dif- 
ference: fascism hems in the high- 
ly developed productive forces in 
the framework of the national state 
by cutting short their further de- 
velopment. The Soviet system, even 
In its present form, imparts a rhy- 
thm to the development of the pro- 
ductive forces never before attained. 
Urbahns thus does not know how to 
distinguish .between what is his- 
torically progressive and what is 
arch-reactionary. 

I see tbat you have nothing in 
common with Urbahn's formulation. 
But you think that the Soviet bu- 
reaucracy, in its further develop- 
ment, will be able to adapt the 
forms of property to its own in- 
terests to such a point that it be- 
comes in reality a ruling class. You 
do not specify these new forms of 
property. You content yourself 
with the general statement that 
living evolution Is Inexhaustible In 
its new forms and formations. 

In this general form, I find it as 
difficult to adopt as to reject the 
"third" possibility, because too 
many factors must be abstracted 
for that: in the first place those 
that are decisive for our revolu- 
tionary activity. 

Now, forms of property are social 
forms par excellence. You cite ex- 
amples—moreover taken from the 
pre-capitalist epoch — where certain 
forms of property had no great 
significance. These examples only 
prove that It Is necessary to dis- 
tinguish the real from the supposed 
forms of property, i.e., from jurid- 
ical fictions (which also hove a real 
function, but on a higher plane). 



Precisely the bourgeoisie has re- 
duced the forms of property to their 
barest expression. The proletarian 
revolution nationalized capitalist 
property. The question therefore 
arises: cannot this nationalization 
itself degenerate Into a fiction, real 
property, under one form or an- 
other, returning to the new ruling 
class emerging from the bureau- 
cracy? 

Nationalized property stands or 
falls with planned economy. Thus, 
it is not a fiction, but a powerful 
reality. Nationalization, however, 
does not only signify that the pro- 
ductive forces are organized and 
directed according to a plan, but 
also in the interests of all. The 
bureaucracy prejudices the new 
system in these two ways. On the 
one hand, it reduces the efficiency 
of planned economy and on the 
other it consumes an enormous por- 
tion of its surplus. 

If we speak of a "third" system, 
we must answer the question as to 
whether it is a matter of the rights 
newly acquired by the bureaucracy 
to an ever larger party of .the na- 
tional income — which would be 
equivalent to the right of parasit- 
ism, or if what Is involved Is the 
virtual liquidation of planned econ- 
omy. Only the second hypothesis 
would constitute a new social base. 

We must clearly understand tbat 
the abolition of planned economy, 
and by the same token also the 
nationalization of the productive 
forces, will inevitably and automat- 
ically lead to paralysis and disin- 
tegration of the latter. We would 
then no longer have before us a 
progressive system, but one In de- 
composition, which would Inevitably 
lead to fascist capitalism. It is 
conceivable that a development so 
rich in possible formations creates 
something original. But in the es- 
sence of the matter there would 
be hardly any change. 

Let us suppose that planned 
economy remains basically Intact, 



tbat the productive forces continue 
in their rise, there will remain — in 
your hypothesis — nothing but the 
fact that the bureaucracy has suc- 
ceeded in stabilizing, fortifying and 
eternalizing its parasitism, juridi- 
cally, ideologically and politically 
(and why not religiously?). This 
perspective assumes that the great 
mass of the population patiently ac- 
cepts the new yoke despite the 
raising of the level of economy and 
culture and endures it without of- 
fering any reslstenee, and forever. 
That is not at all probable. To a 
certain degree the progress of econ- 
omy opens great sources of power 
to the bureaucracy. But this very 
progress is more and more turning 
against its autocracy and its para- 
sitism. 

What perspective opens before 
us? Very probably a new revolu- 
tion. This will not be a social rev- 
olution, but a political revolution. 
The bourgeoisie too In Its evolution 
has known of "great" revolutions, 
i.e., social revolutions, and purely 
political revolutions which took 
place on the basis of already estab- 
lished property. . . . The theoretical 
prognoses of Marx and Lenin did 
not foresee, in any case, the possi- 
bility of the political revolution on 
the bases o£ property nationalized 
by the proletariat But they did 
not also foresee the bonapartlst de- 
generation of the proletarian dic- 
tatorship. Both these things belong 
to those stages, transitory forms, 
etc., in the formation of which his- 
tory is so rich. The general laws 
of the evolution of capitalism to 
socialism, as they are established 
by Marxism, do not lose their force 
by these "episodes" (very disagree- 
able "episodes"). 

These are a few considerations 
on the subject of the Interesting 
problem which you have posed to 
me— and which I send you in all 
haste. 

January 1, 1638 



Bureaucracy Strangles 
the Factory Committees 



CzaristMethods Return in School 



Workers Party Joins the 
Socialist Party 

(Continued from Page 1) 
cance of the day to day drudgery, knows very well 
what a powerful aid to these tasks is the clarifying 
word, the sharp arrow pointing out the road ahead. 
Theory and practice go hand in hand in a healthy rev- 
olutionary movement. Naturally, there are differ- 
ences that arise at every crucial turning of the road. 
These differences must be threshed out by free dis- 
cussion among the membership, and not decided by 
bureaucratic decrees of self -constituted Popes. A 
party without democracy is not a party. The best and, 
indeed, the only guarantee for a normal solution of 
disputed questions is the fullest democracy in educa- 
tional work and discussion, coupled with an attitude 
of responsibility and discipline. There is only one cure 
for the terrible blight of mental stultification which 
Stalinism and Old Guardism have brought into the 
labor movement: we must recapture, and make a liv- 
ing part "of the heritage of the revolutionary move- 
ment, the Marxist principle that the free discussion 
of ideas is the only method whereby the proletarian 
vanguard can collectively hammer out the correct pro- 
gram that it needs if it is to work out the salvation of 
the human race. 

We are confident that in such an atmosphere of de- 
mocracy and discipline, the Socialist Party will grow 
as never before. Already, with the ousting of the Old 
Guard in New York and the simultaneous influx of rex- 
olutionary elements the party has taken a swift leap 
forward in membership and activity. The party is still 
in relation to the American working class, in its prac- 
tical impact upon it, primarily a propaganda organi- 
zation. But it is today the party that can, given the 
correct developments within it, become the party of 
the masses. We revolutionary Internationalists who 
are called "Trots kyites'' begin our work in the Social- 
ist Party with the fullest confidence in the outlook for 
the future. 

We are not afraid of isolation. There are times 
when the revolutionists, if they are to remain true to 
their principles, have no other alternative. For more 
than seven years we endured repression and slander, 
contumely and physical assault, in an isolated struggle 
for principle. We survived. We are proud of our 
struggle. We retract nothing and repent nothing. We 
are not afraid of isolation when circumstances impose 
it. But no less courage is required to turn away from 
isolation and move toward the mass party when con- 
ditions open the way for such a step. It would be sec- 
tarian folly to reject the opportunity to participate 
in a broader movement, bringing to it all our heritage 
and all our ideas, which have been confirmed by every 
development in the international working class move- 
ment. 

Joining the Socialist Party as we are, with our 
ideas and traditions, we urge all revolutionary work- 
ers to do likewise and to add their energies to the ef- 
forts of the many thousands of socialist workers in a 
common struggle to build a powerful party of revolu- 
tionary Socialism. 



1935 was a year of "great" re- 
forms for the TJ.S.S.B. In almost 
all fields of Soviet life, changes 
took place which remove the U.8.S. 
B. ever further from the conquests 
of Oetober. The re-establishment 
of grades In the army, the monetary 
reform, the reform of the family 
and finally the academic reform 
are landmarks on the road of the 
degeneration of the Soviet state. 
We intend to pause here exclusive- 
ly on the academic reform, and by 
contrast with the academic reform 
put into effect by the October rev- 
olution, show how In 1936 Stalin 
Is liquidating one by one the con- 
quests of the revolution of 1917 in 
the academic field and approaching 
the model of the Czarist schools 
with its uniforms and respect for 
uniforms. . . an institution un- 
known even In the schools of the 
capitalist Nations of Europe. 

Every government which doea not 
support itself upon the broad mas- 
ses of the toilers and Is the govern- 
ment of a minority utilizes as a 
guarantor of its power— Just as It 
utilizes the police apparatus — the 
education of the youth in a spirit of 
submission by suppressing all free 
expression on the benches of the 
school. By creating a state police 
system of education with supervis- 
ors of classes, uniforms, marks, in- . 
dividual memorandums, the State 
has on the one hand the opportun- 
ity of controlling all the movements . 
of the scholar and on the other 
hand it imbues the scholar with 
the principles of discipline and 
"order," i.e. with an absolute sub- 
mission before the class in power. 
The bourgeois school has as its task 
not to create the free«citizen, but 
the functionary, the engineer, the 
doctor, humble and loyal servants 
of the Government Such was the 
school In Czarlst Hussla and so It 
Is in all capitalist countries. Dis- 
cipline and order in the school Is 
one of the guarantors of discipline 
and order in the state. Revolution- 
ary parties have always under- 
stood the importance of the free 
school and struggle for this libera- 
tion of the school has always been 
an integral part of their programs. 
That Is why it is quite natural that 
one of the first steps of the Russian 
proletariat in power in 1917 was a 
radical reform of the school. 
The Revolutionary Reform 

"Voluntary discipline, a spirit of 
mutual aid, the single school, au- 
tonomy on the basis of complete 
equality, the collective principle 
everywhere; . . that Is the princi- 
ple that will create the citizen we 
need." ("Basic Principles of the 
United School of Labor," Iivestla, 
No. 225, Oct 16, 1918) 

The extract quoted Shows ths 
complete Incompatibility of the free 
and revolutionary school In a work- 
ers state with the old Ozarist 
school 

Tie proletarian state does not 
fear the free citizen, it has no need 
of whips to assure its authority and 



that Is why all discipline "from 
above" is superfluous. On the con- 
trary, the youth must develop free- 
ly without the pressure of author- 
ity exercised by the family, by the 
school or anything else. 

"The appeal to the scholars from 
the People's Commisariat of Educa- 
tion" In 1917 said: 

"Pupils of the secondary schools 
must not, have no right to consider 
themselves as children and to gov- 
ern their future according to the 
orders of their parents and their 
teachers." (Izvestia, October 15, 
1917) 

The Government under Leu in ac- 
complished a veritable revolution 
In the academic system. A series of 
decrees opened a new era in the 
education of the youth. Above ail 
their aim was the liquidation of the 
Czarlst system. 

"Utilization of the system of 
marks for an estimate of the 
knowledge or the conduct of a pu- 
pil is annulled in all cases In ac- 
ademic practise." (No. 50 of the 
collection of decrees and laws, N.38, 
published May 31, 1918) 

"The wearing of uniforms by. . . 
pupils. . . as also the distribution of 
insigufas and medals at the end of 
the term are annulled." (361 "Col- 
lection of decrees and laws" N. 28 
published Feb. 21, 1918). 

The most complete collection oC 
all the principles of new education 
of the youth Is the celebrated 
"Charter of the United School of 
Labor of the R.S.F.S.R." 

"1. All schools go under a single 
name — The United School of La- 
bor." 

"12. The old form of discipline 
which corrupts the entire life of the 
school and the untrammelled devel- 
opment of the personality of the 
child cannot be maintained In the 
School of Labor. The process of 
labor itself develops this internal 
discipline without which collective 
and rational work is unimaginable." 

"17. The assignment of obligatory 
homework is forbidden." 

"18. All punishment In school is 
forbidden." 

"19. All admission tests and tests 
for the graduation from one class 
to another at the end of the term 
— are annulled." 

(These detailed extracts are nec- 
essary for us for a more complete 
comparison with the Stalinist de- 
crees of 1936). 

The Soviet pupil ceases to be a 
subject of "labor" in the spirit of 
the Czarist-bonrgeois state, but be- 
comes an independent citizen, with 
the right to exercise his own initia- 
tive, his free thought and his will. 
• • • 
The Stalinist Reform 

With the death of Lenin began 
the struggle of Stalinism against 
Bolshevism, the struggle of the con- 
servative clique of bureaucrats 
against the representatives of the 
Ideas of October. 
After having strengthened Its 



power, the bureaucracy no longer 
tolerated any expression of free 
thought. It demands absolute sub- 
mission. This regime was similarly 
introduced in the school Autonomy 
of the pupils is supplanted by the 
police surveillance of adults — this 
is to guarantee the state from the 
spirit of opposition. 

The decree on academic reform, 
published by the Council of People's 
Comlssars, Sept. 3, 1935 makes a 
complete sweep of everything intro- 
duced by the October Revolution 
and returns to the methods of ed- 
ucation established by Cswrist 
Russia. Let u» examine this decree 
as published In Pravda, Sept 4, 
1935, closer. The principal clause is 
the following: 

"Underlying the ruling on the 
conduct of he pupils must be placed 
a strict and conscientious applica- 
tion of discipline, politeness in rela- 
tion with teachers, comrades and 
adulta" 

What are the measures taken to 
ensure that the pupils apply this 
discipline? 

"Instruct a commission. . . to 
elaborate a draft of a ruling for 
every type of school. The ruling 
must have a categoric and absolute- 
ly obligatory meaning for pupils es 
well as for teachers. This ruling 
must be the fnndamental document 
. . . which strictly establishes the 
regime of studies and the basts for 
order in the school as well as the 
rules of conduct of pnpils inside 
and outside of schooL" 

"To introduce In ail schools a 
uniform type of pupils' report card 
on which all the principal rules for 
the conduct of the pupil is to be 
inscribed." 

"Every director Is instructed to 
establish a personal record for every 
pupil." (Pravda, Sept. 4, 1935). 

"The People's Commissariat of 
Public Education has established 
new models for the pupils' report 
card and for the pupil's memorand 
um. Then, for the first time a per- 
sonal record Is to be established 
for every pupil. . . Every five dayB 
the chief instructor of a class will 
examine the memorandum, will 
mark cases of absence and tardi- 
ness In it and will demand the sig- 
nature of the parent under all re- 
marks of the instructor." 

"In the personal record there will 
be marked for the entire duration 
of the studies, the marks of the pu- 
pil for every quarter, his prizes and 
his punishments." (Izvestia, Jan. 
18, 19S6). 

A special apparatus of Commun- 
ist Youth organizers Is to be In- 
stalled for the surveillance of the 
pupil Inside and outside of school. 
They are to watch over the moral- 
ity and the state of mind of the 
pupils. They, better than the direc- 
tors, the Instructors and the par- 
ents will follow the internal life of 
the adolescents (MofodtJa Gnwdh, 
N. 10) 

To facilitate control outside of 



When a worker abroad asks a 
question about the conditions of the 
workers in the U.S.S.R., he is not 
interested only in the material con- 
ditions of labor (wages, length of 
the working day) but also In the 
place of the workers in production. 
The most important conquest of 
October was the occupation of the 
factories by the working class. It 
had become proprietor of all the 
means of production. The factory 
committees had two extremely im- 
portant tasks: the control of pro- 
duction, struggle for the improve- 
ment of the conditions of labor un- 
der the dictatorship of the prole- 
tariat 

What Is the role of the factory 
committees at the present time? 
Nothing remains of the role they 
played in the past. With the de- 
generation of the party, the govern- 
ment, the trade unions, the factory 
committees have also undergone a 
transformation. Their role now Is 
that of a superintendent, an aid to 
the economic organs, closely con- 
nected with the entire bureaucratic 
apparatus of the U.S.S.It. It is no 
longer the representative of the 
working class, controlled by the 
workers in the factory, but rather 
a group of functionaries under or- 
ders of the bureaucratic tops. 

There Is rarely any Information 
In the Soviet press on the real life 
of the factory committees and their 
relation to the working class. Only 
when it Is impossible for them to 
remain silent on some repugnant 
facts does the bureaucracy itself go 
In for "self-criticism" and assume 
the air of seriously struggling 
against the "bureaucracy." 

To allow the reader to form his 
own judgment on the real life of 
the factory committees I will cite 
several facts culled from the cen- 
tral organ of the Soviet trade unions 
— Trnd. These facts do not pre- 
tend to give a complete picture of 
the life of the factory committees 
but should however provide useful 
information. 

Trud (Jan. 1, 1936) gives the 
following report of the life of the 
factory committee of the textile 
corporation at Tashkent: "For the 
first time in three years, the work- 
ing men and women of the corpora- 
tion met in conference to hear the 
report of the outgoing factory com- 
mittee and to elect a new one. Out 
of the 19 members elected three 
years ago only one remained. All 
the other members of the commit- 
tee were appointed." 

It is clear that the workers 
learned nothing from the report of 
activity of the committee. During 
the discussion the Indignation of 
the workers was expressed in the 
speeches of some 50 of those pres- 
ent (The small number indicates 
the interest the workers have in 
conferences of this kind). What 
did they speak about? They told 
of "70 men in the apparatus of the 
committee who did nothing but 
were paid and that thousands of 
rubles were expended to maintain 
them." They told of the relations 
of the leader of the paymaster sec- 
tion with the women workers: 
"When we came to him to obtain 
authorization for a sanitarium, he 
unshamedly proposed to us" to call 
for the authorizations ... In the 
evening at his home." When the 
workers pleaded with the president 
of the factory committee, he replled- 



by laughing and mocking them for 
their prudishness. The social in- 
surance funds were expended with- 
out any control. The president of 
the committee did not permit the 
workers to become delegates from 
the factory to the insurance depart, 
ment. And the workers complained 
of many other things. 

Finally, after the discussion, they 
passed over to the election of the 
new committee. It appears that 
half of the candidates were not 
even present at the conference, 
the workers did not want to elect 
the absentees. The chairman of the 
conference and the presidium In- 
sisted nevertheless on the election 
of a!l the candidates. Why? Be- 
cause "the candidates have been en- 
dorsed by the party committee." 
Finally, the president obtained the 
election of all the candidates and 
even succeeded in "slipping into" 
the committee several members of 
the former committee whom the 
workers had demanded be expelled 
from the committee. 

In this note we see all the fea- 
tures of bureaucratism : a scornful, 
rude attitude towards the workers, 
the blind execution of orders "from 
above" and the reduction to zero of 
the most elementary principles of 
democracy. It is interesting to note 
that the only reaction of the editors 
of the paper in relating these facts 
is to add at the bottom of the ar- 
ticle: "Must we say after thfs'that 
the elections should be annulled?" 
No, it Is not by voiding that these 
facts can be changed! It is the en- 
tire bureaucratic system, where the 
lower ranks follow in the footsteps 
of their superiors, where the crush- 
ing of democracy Is the principle of 
the regime, which bears the re- 
sponsibility for these revolting 
facts. 

Naturally these committees do 
not interest themselves in working 
conditions in the factories which 
are often horrible. Listen to what 
the workers say in speeches at the 
0.0. of the Metal Workers trade 
unions (Trod, Dec. 26, 1935) : "The 
children of the worker Mezendlnov 
(he has worked in the factory since 
1911) cannot attend school. They 
have neither worn clothes nor 
shoes." In the chemical corpora- 
tion at Myehftslnsk "it is very 
damp, the workers remain standing 
In their slippers on the damp floor; 
it Is very warm and close. New ma- 
chines have been placed In the rope- 
walk, the amount of injurious se- 
cretions has increased and the 
workers have begun to contract 
eye-sicknesses." The lack of ven- 
tilation, the dampness causes rheu- 
matism among the workers. Here 
is the situation already known to 
the factory committee: ". . . . In 
the factory 'Red Star,' the new 
chairman of the factory committee, 
comrade Bratchenko, eoopted new 
members to the plenum and re- 
moved elected members from their 
jobs. He did not call any meetlngB, 
not wanting to give them any re- 
sponsible tasks although they were 
very active members." 

These few facts present a par- 
tial pieture of the real situation In 
the factories of the U.S.S.R. The 
working class of the U.S.S.R. works 
under extremely painful material 
and moral conditions because the 
Soviet buraucracy sees In the 
workers only a force of labor whose 
duty it ie to execute the plan, to 
Increase output and production. 



school they decree: 

"To establish one uniform for 
scholars." (Pravda, Sept 4, 1935). 

In comparing . the decree of 4-9- 
1935 with that or 1918, we see that 
all that the victorious revolution 
had annulled of the cursed heritage 
of the past, is now re-established. 

Autonomy and independence in 
1918— strict discipline and "polite- 
ness" towards the adults in 1935. 

Abolition of the uniform in 1918 
— re-estbllshment of the uniform in 
1936. 

Abolition of marks and examina- 
tions in 1918 — re- establishment of 
marks and examinations In 1636. 

Abolition of surveillance in 1918 
— re-establishment of the uniform in 
etc. 

Of the "Charter of the United 
School of Labor" nothing remains, 
nothing remains of the school it- 
self. 



We have dealt at length with the 
reform of 1918 and that of 1936-38. 
Thus the recent scholastic reform 
(annulling that of the October 
Revolution) is only a link la the 
chain of the degeneration of the 
Soviet regime. The party is smash- 
ed, all rights for the workers are 
suppressed and the Soviet pupil is 
dressed in the pre-revolutlonary 
uniform, -dyed only in a new tint 
Thus is "Socialism being built in 
one country"! 



ANNOUNCEMENT 

WITH OUR ENTRY 
INTO THE SOCIALIST 
PARTY THE PRESS OF 
THE WORKERS PARTY 
SUSPENDS PUBLICA- 
TION. THE EDITORIAL 
STAFF WILL CONTRIB- 
UTE TO THE SOCIAL- 
IST PARTY PRESS. 
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WORKERS! 

Protect Yourselres Against the 
Hazards of Life, join the 

WORKMEN'S SICK AND 

DEATH BENEFIT FUND 

OF THE U. S. 

1884-1935 

Organized, managed by and 
for workers with only one 
purpose: to render protection 
to members and their families, 
and to support all endeavors 
and struggles for the improve- 
ment of tollers. 

About 50,000 members or- 
ganized In 350 branches. Re- 
serves $3,400,000. 

Death benefit graded accord- 
ing to age at entry. Sick bene- 
fit payments from $225 to $900 
— to men and women, accord- 
ing to classes. 

Monthly assessments from 

«eto«am 

For further Information ap- 
ply to Main Office: 

ft< Seneca Ave, gklrn, N. g, tt 
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BLUM-THOREZ STRAIN TO HEAD OFF STRIKES 

Blum and Stalinists Place Preservation of Capitalist Order Above Workers' Interests 



One million French workers have 
occupied 500 key plants, shops, 
mines and factories across the 
whole of France. 

To end the spontaneous sit-down 
strike that paralyzed French indus- 
try, to stifle the tendencies which 
led workers in Northern France to 
raise red flags over their factories, 
the Socialist Premier Leon Blum, 
supported by the French Stalinist 
party and the General Confedera- 
tion of Labor, has rushed through 
a "settlement" of their immediate 
demands which in the present state 
of French economy can have no 
reality. 

.While in a few plants, workers 
resumed or opened negotiations, the 
announcement of Blum's settlement 
was greeted with a new wave of 
Strikes, including 150,000 miners in 
the north and 10,000 white collar 
Insurance company employees in 
Paris. The grand total rose over 
one million. 

"We are facing a situation in 
which every hour counts," declared 
Blum, bringing laws to the Cham- 
ber to implement the settlement 

The fundamental function of the 
"settlement" is to ward off the im- 
mediate threat of the workers' of- 
fensive. It will drag them Into 
negotiations, break their solid front 
and destroy their unity. In the 
meantime, the French bourgeoisie 
and its Fascist gangs will have 
ample time to prepare to take hold 
when the People's Front govern- 
ment of Leon Blum has served its 
purposes. 

For the moment, the French 
bourgeoisie is heeding the urgent, 
piteous -plea of the French Stalin- 
ists who on June 4 "warned the 
employers that in the present in- 
ternational situation, a prolongation 
of their resistance is endangering 
the security of the country." (Daily 
Worker, June 5.) 

Workers Take Possession 
While 'Blum pleaded with the 
workers to end their strike, while 
Thorez-Cachin and Co. "unreserv- 
edly" supported Blum, workers in 
shop after shop laid down their 
tools and took possession, grimly 
Ignoring the Socialist premier they 
swept into power, grimly mistrust- 
ful of his avowed determination to 
"preserve the capitalist order." 

The tremendous strike movement 
of the last fourteen days hurls the 
lie into the teeth of the creators of 
the People's Front who declare that 
the French proletariat is not yet 
ripe lor power. It was the great 
leftward swing of the masses which 
piled up the great People's Front 
majority in the recent elections. It 
was the same swing, moving way 
beyond the leaders of the two big 
parties and the unified labor feder- 
ation, which produced the great 
strikes of the past fortnight. 
Action Spontaneous 
Neither the Socialist Party, com- 
ing to power in a bourgeois coali- 
tion government, nor the Stalinists 
who support that government, nor 
the trade union bureaucracy, issued 
any strike calL The workers went 
into action without and despite all 
of them. 

Not an industry was unaffected; 
steel, coal, munitions, automobiles, 
airplanes, textiles, gas, power, 
building, paper, press, department 
stores, trucking and transport. Ger- 
minating in sporadic strikes in 
scattered plants throughout the 
month of May, the movement flared. 
Some 60,000 workers occupied fac- 
tories on May 26. With a surge 
that came from the most profound 
depths of the working class, hun- 
dreds of thousands in a few days' 
time stopped most ot the key wheels 
of French industrial life. 

Their conscious demands were 
simple: for a 40-hour week; for in- 
creases in starvation wages, now as 
little as three francs (18c) a day; 
for collective contracts; for vaca- 
tions with pay. 

Crisis-Wracks France 
But the unrealized implication 
underlying the great strike wave 
went far beyond these demands. 
French capitalism is in acute crisis. 
It has reached the end of its rope. 
Its government has been living from 
hand to mouth, on loans, on rev- 
enues wrung from the meagre 
wages of its employees and its pen- 
sionaries. The cost of living is 
prohibitive. The French monetary 
system is being strained beyond its 
capacity to endure. It was to change 
all this, to win security for them- 
selves and their families that the 
workers of France have moved into 
the political arena in the last two 
years. 

Their leftward surge, accompan- 
ied by a broad analogous trend of 
the impoverished petty bourgeoisie, 
hard hit by the crisis, forced, the 
working class parties into a united 
trout This united front. Instead of 
leading the workers from struggle 
to Struggle, against the bosses and 
their Fascist hired men, tacked it- 
self on to the liberal bourgeoisie and 
dragged the workers Into an alli- 
ance with their own bitterest ene- 
mies. The workers strained -to bat- 
tle for their own lives, their own 
bread. The spontaneous struggles 
St Brest and Toulon last August 
revealed their readiness to sweep 
their path clean of the bourgeois 



and Stalinists as the acts of pro- 
vocateurs." 

The Elections and After 

In the elections, the workers and 
the petty bourgeoisie gave resound- 
ing evidence of the depth of the 
leftward trend. The Radicals and 
the parties ot the Center found 
themselves cut to shadows. The 
fundamental sectors of the French 
population were splitting in two 
diamentric directions. Huge gains 
on the left Gains on the right, 
which polled only 1,000,000 less 
votes than the left 

After the electoral victory, Leon 
Blum, leader of the Socialist Party 
and premier-designate of the Peo- 
ple's Front government, openly an- 
nounced that he was taking power, 
not to install a new order, but to 
"revive French economy" and pre- 
serve the old order. The left vic- 
tory caused a stampede on the 
Bourse and a steady flow of gold 
from the country, calculated to 
force the new government to deval- 
uate the franc and bear the brunt 
of the widespread miseries that step 
will entail for the lower strata of 
the population. Blum made sweep- 
ing statements of "appeasement" 
The Bourse promptly recovered con- 
fidence in Blum. The workers be- 
gan to lose it During the long 
delay before Blum took power, their 
confidence ebbed still further while 
Blum, Faure, Lebas and Co. begged 
Herriot Boncour and all the old- 
lihe Radicals, to come Into their 
new government 

Out of this suspicion stemmed 
the strikes that have swept France. 
This is proved by its spontaneity 
and the difficulty which the Social- 
ists, the Stalinists and the C.G.T. 
bureaucracy have had, in the words 
of a bourgeois correspondent, in 
trying "to get in front of the strike 
and lead it instead of being dragged 
along in its waka" (N. Y. Times, 
June 6.) 
Capitalist Order, Blum Demands 
The workers of France Btrnck for 
a new order. They want a com- 
plete change. They want power. 
They thought they had it in the 
government of the People's Front 
This strike taught a different les- 
son. 

Blum took over the government 
"at a moment when all authority 
seems to have disappeared in 
France, and order is being kept 
only because hundreds of thousands 
of workmen are themselves quiet 
and orderly." (N.T. Times, June 5). 
Roger Salengro, hie Socialist Minis- 
ter of the Interior, had already set 
the tone for the government's at- 
titude: "This agitation is inadmis- 
sible. The People's Front must not 



Stalinists Incite Pogrom Against 

Revolutionists at Commune Rally 



♦ 



PARIS, May 25^-Wbile last 
year the traditional demonstra- 
tion at the Wall of the Federals 
at tbe Pere-Lacfaaise Cemetery, in 
commemoration of the victims of 
the Commune, took place under 
the cloud of the Stalin-Laval dec- 
larations, the Stalinists, depressed 
or worried, had to suffer the Jeers 
of the Bolshevik-Leninists, the 
Revolutionary Socialist Youth and 
tbe anarchists, etc, who shouted 
"Sac an doe" (soldier's pack on 
your shoulders) at them and 
daneed a pirouette around them 
without any serious scuffles ensu- 
ing, this year the demonstration 
was turned into a veritable mass 
pogrom against the revolutionists. 

Thirsty for revenge, proud of 
their electoral vktory and con- 
scious of their role as policemen 
of the incoming government of 
the 'Teople's Front," the Stalin- 
ists not only provoked brawls all 
along the line of march against 
the Bolshevik-Leninists, the Rev- 
olutionary Socialist Youth and the 
Internationalist Communist Party, 
and the anarchists, who formed 
a column of more than 1,000 peo- 
ple, but organized an ambush at 
the entry to the cemetery hi or- 
der to prevent tbe revolutionists 



from marching past the sacred 
wall, occupied by the Stalinist and 
Socialist bureaucrats together 
with the future Prime Minister, 
Leon Blum. 

Before the supporters of the 
Fourth International arrived at 
the entry to the cemetery, the 
Stalinists and Henaff especially, 
had harrangued the crowd against 
them, spreading the rumor that 
the renegade Dorjot was In their 
raofes, etc. Thereupon a crowd 
of more than a thousand threw 
themselves upon the revolution- 
ists with the utmost savagery, 
throwing roeks and refuse at 
them, tearing down their four 
large red flags, destroying all the 
placards, among which was one 
which called for the liberation of 
the Bolshevik-Leninist prisoners 
of Stalin, which had especially 
aroused the Ire of the Stalinists. 
Tbe column was broken, the Stal- 
inists succeeded m their job. 
Only a small detachment among 
whom were several women, brav- 
ing the blows, succeeded in enter- 
ing the cemetery and of march- 
ing with their banner before the 
Wall, shouting their Indignation 
at There* and Co. 
It is noteworthy that In their 



attacks the Stalinists worked 
hand in hand with the police who 
slugged together with them, with- 
out making any arrests. From a 
certain point of view the profi- 
ciency of the Stalinist police is 
superior to that of the state po- 
lice: they can organize veritable 
mass pogroms and be more suc- 
cessful In separating and remov- 
ing the revolutionists from the 
masses, in digging a ditch be- 
tween them. The Stalinists offer 
the government not only their par- 
liamentary support but their fists. 
As long as the betrayals of the 
future Blum government does not 
disillusion broad masses, this sup- 
port will retain its efficacy. The 
incidents of Sunday, May 24 are 
only a foretaste' of what is being 
prepared against the revolution- 
ists. 

The morning after, Populalre, 
organ of the future 7 government 
for the first time toejk up the Stal- 
inist slander of "Trotskyist^ero- 
vocateurs," eulogized Henaff and 
rejoiced in the fact that several 
"citizens were slightly maltreat- 
ed": that is small compensation 
for the Stalinist cops. L'Human- 
ite, on the other hand, maintained 
silence of the guilty. 



be in a state of anarchy. The 
People's Front stands for order" 
(N. T. Times, June 4). 

Blum worked no miracles. "The 
strikes In the Paris district and 
throughout the country, instead of 
diminishing, spread . . ." (N. X. 
Times, June 5). 

The first cabinet meeting issued 
a communique: "The government 
has decided on the utmost efforts to 
conclude a rapid and happy (?) so- 
lution of the strike." 

Govt Prepares Strikebreaking 

Blum went to the radio to spread 
the good word. He "appealed for 
calm." "I hope the employers will 
show the greatest possible consider- 
ation for the workers." 

But even as he spoke new strikes 
broke. Blum's appeal for calm was 
greeted with 254 new strikes within 
less than 85 hours. 

He asked the strikers "to be pa- 
tient, to have confidence, to try to 
obtain their demands by law. . . . 
To be effective, the government 
must have public security. It would 



be paralyzed by an infringement of 
order, by any interruption in the 
vital services of the nation." 

At the same time it was openly 
announced that the government was 
preparing to act as a strikebreaker. 
Salengro, the U.P. reported on June 
5, was planning an emergency rail- 
way service in the event ot a gen- 
eral transport strike. 

Blum appealed for "Industrial 
peace." His appeal, reported the 
Hera Id -Tribune on June 6, "was 
well received by the French bourse," 
but "failed to make any visible Im- 
pression on the French strikes 
which continued to spread." 

"It is fully realized," said the 
Times, "that the situation is filled 
with danger and that the govern- 
ment must act quickly to get con- 
trol of the strike by leading it and 
getting the workers' confidence that 
the electoral program of the Peo- 
ple's Front will be carried out" 
On Other Side of Barricades 

Backing Blum to the hilt the 
Stalinists continued unflinchingly to 



play their assigned role. 

Andre Maurois, French bourgeois 
writer, described it in the N. Y. 
Times of May 31 in the following 
terms : "The program . . . of the 
Communist leaders is not at all rev- 
olutionary. . . . The Russian Com- 
munists who seek die aid of France 
have no desire to see France weak- 
ened by dissension." 

This description was amplified on 
June 7 by no less a personage than 
Albert Sarrant, the outgoing pre- 
mier, who absolved the Communists 
of all responsibility for the strike: 
'Tt could not be that Moscow, 
which desired to encourage the mil- 
itary strength of France in order 
that she might be an effective ally 
against Germany, would wish to see 
disorder in the country, unless the 
Soviet Government is returning to 
its early ideals of fomenting world 
revolution, and indications are ra- 
ther to the contrary" (W. X. Times, 
June 8). 

What has been the role of the 
Stalinists since the election? 



On May 9 the French Stalinist 
party officially pledged its unre- 
served support to Leon Blum. "It 
is necessary to assure at any price 
the triumph of the experiment we 
are about to launch." (L'Humanlte, 
May 1. Emphasis in original). 

"Those who voted Communist, 
perhaps did not vote for the Soviet 
system, but want to preserve peace 
and guarantee the security of the 
country. . . . Our people demand 
that the agonizing threat of the 
civil war leagues comes to an end." 
(Thorez, 1'Humanite, May 10.) 

The Communists called for Popu- 
lar Front committees but hastened 
to explain on May 15 that these 
committees "would in no sense be 
intended to substitute for existing 
political parties or government in- 
stitutions. It is only a question of 
actively seconding the government. 
. . ." {1'Humanite, May 15). 
CJ". Urges Workers Return 
On May 29, in the first stages of 
the strike, the United Press report- 
ed that "the responsible leaders of 
the labor unions and the Commu- 
nist Party were urging their mem- 
bers to go back to work." 

Like the Socialists and Jouhaux 
and the trade unions, the Commu- 
nists were caught short by the 
strike movement. First they tried 
to hush it Failing that, finally on 
June 4, they issued a statement 
"saluting" the strike. "At the same 
time the leading committee of the 
Communist Party premised the Blum 
government its loyal support and 
urged continued unity and disci- 
pline In the People's Front. . . ." 
(Daily Worker, June 5). 

Following Blum's radio speech 
appealing for "industrial peace," the 
Stalinists issued a special night 
edition of 1'Humanite to announce 
that "the French Communist Party 
fully supports the government's 
announced legislative program." 
(Daily Worker, June 5). 

Political Acts of Strike 
On June 8 workers In Paris broke 
out into the first violence of the 
strike, but what was more impor- 
tant, carried out one of the first 
clearly political acts of the strike: 
They burned issues of the capital- 
ist papers, 1'Intransigeant and Le 
Soir. They stormed the presses. 

On June 7, the Stalinist Daily 
Worker, which had devoted inches 
to the strike where the big bour- 
geois papers were giving it columns 
and whole pages, announced in a 
headline : "Special Cable Spikes 
Fake Rioting Reports." "Calm and 
discipline reign everywhere, despite 
alarmist stories printed with the 
aim of provoking disturbances." 



A BALANCE OF SPANISH PEOPLES' FRONT 



By ALFREDO ROJAS 

At the moment that the Popular 
Front government begins to reign 
in France, it is highly instructive 
to draw the balance sheet of the 
regime of the Popular Front gov- 
ernment in Spain. 

After four months in power, the 
Spanish Popular Front government 
reveals itself as completely bank- 
rupt As we predicted when it came 
to power, it has not made the 
slightest beginning toward & solu- 
tion of the problems of the Spanish 
masses. The Menshevik perspec- 
tives of the Stalinists, who put for- 
ward, among other absurdities, the 
idea that the government could 
solve the land question, has been 
exposed as demagogic fakery. The 
electoral pact of the People's Front 
included a specific repudiation by 
the republicans of the proposal to 
confiscate the landed estates; and, 
as the Stalinists themselves used 
to insist during tbe "third period" 
days of 1931, it is Impossible for 
backward, impoverished Spam to 
make even a stab at purchasing the 
estates. Even the 1931 regulations 
for minimum wages for the peas- 
antry have not been re-instituted. 
The result is that the land workers 
and peasants— and In Spain twenty 
out of the twenty-four millions live 
on the land — are Just as badly off 
as ever. 

As the masses realise that they 
have been deluded, they are begin- 
ning to fight back. The last two 
weeks have seen the greatest strike 
wave in all Spanish history. Noth- 
ing under the first Republic com- 
pares to the present movement of 
the masses. In Malaga province a 
hundred thousand agarians are on 
strike; agrarian Btrikes are also 
paralyzing Seville and other prov- 
inces. The Astnrian iron miners 
are out Barcelona and Madrid find 
dozens of trades walking out In all 
there must be at least half a mil- 
lion out on strike today. 

The Government Repression 
Unable to solve Spain's economic 
problems, the government is re- 
sorting more and more to the use 
of violence against the workers and 
peasants. A week ago In Albacete 
occurred a *nassacre of peasants by 
the Civil Guard, seventeen peas- 
ants being killed immediately, with 



r _ many others reported dying of 

Sate apparatus; Toulon and BreitWounds later. Deaths of workers 
were denounced' by toe ScdaUita&nd peasants at the hands of Civil 



Guards are reported practically 
every day. All w6rkers' centers 
were closed in Lebrija, the general 
strike there was declared illegal, 
and the strike committee arrested. 
All syndicalist centers have been 
closed in Madrid, and sixty syndi- 
calist leaders arrested, with the 
government threatening to outlaw 
the syindicallst-led Confederation 
of Labor if it did not cease its 
strikes. And now the government 
has declared that all general 
strikes are illegal, that strikes for 
political demands are illegal, and 
that it will shorty outlaw the strike 
as an instrument of the proletariat 
altogether. 

The demagogy of the republicans 
has worn thin. The government re- 
peats all the elaborate mumbo- jum- 
bo of the 1931 days: tt draws up 
elaborate plans for building Span- 
ish economy, it scolds the Catholics 
for their unfriendliness to the Re- 
public, it stages parliamentary de- 
bates in which a furious verbal 
struggle goes on against religions 
education, etc. But this game can- 
not be repeated again. More and 
more the government has to resort 
to the use of open force against the 
masses. 

Crisis in the Labor Movement 
The intensification of the class 
struggle has created a profound 
crisis in the working class. The 
syndicalists, terribly discredited for 
their refusal in most places to Join 
the October, 19M revolt, and their 
anarchiBtically negative attitude in 
February of this year toward the 
problem of overthrowing the semi- 
fascist regime, have now regained 
much -of their prestige, thanks to 
the opportunistic support given the 
Popular Front government by the 
Stalinists and Socialists. The syn- 
dicalists are now pressing their ad- 
vantage, even gaining ground in 
Socialist-controlled Madrid ; but 
their sporadic strike activity, coup- 
led with no political perspective, is 
creating serious dissension in the 
syndicalist ranks and will undoubt- 
edly lead to an explosion as soon 
as a revolutionary re-groupment of 
forces becomes more apparent in 
the Spanish working class. 
The Split In the 8J*. 
The crisis reveals itself most de- 
cisively in the ranks of the mass 
party of Spanish labor, tbe Social- 
ists. The Right wing-controlled 
National Committee has postponed 



the national convention, empower- 
ed its subsidiaries to expel the 
lefts and outlawed the left-wing pa- 
per, "Claridad." When in response 
Caballero demands a new election 
of the National Committee, that 
august body responds with the dec- 
laration that Caballero's proposal 
is an unparalleled violation of par- 
ty discipline! The rightist leaders 
are howled down at meetings, and 
their chief spokesman, Indalecio 
Prieto, accuses the left wing of an 
attempt to assassinate him. In ac- 
tual fact, there are now two separ- 
ate Socialist parties in Spain. 

The Spanish Right-Wing Social- 
ists are hardly to be differentiated 
from the "Left" Republicans of the 
stripe who now govern Spain. Pri- 
eto has bitterly attacked the strikes 
because they debilitate the country. 
He and his colleagues have a per- 
spective of decades of collaboration 
with the republican bourgeoisie. 
They wish to enter the government 
to form a coalition cabinet 

The Left Wing Socialists are an 
extremely heterogeneous combina- 
tion. Certainly Caballero, though 
he rides the crest of its wave today, 
is not its authentic spokesman. In 
one and the same breath Caballero 
declares that Lenin's prediction 
that Spain will be the second So- 
viet republic in Europe is about to 
be realized — and that he will not 
oppose the party's collaboration in 
the government if the convention so 
decides! He denounces the syndi- 
calists for draining tbe energy of 
tbe proletariat in aimless strikes 
(and this is true enough), but the 
reason why the syndicalists are 
able to lead the workers in such 
strikes is that tney do offer the 
workers some form of action, 
whereas Caballero, who heads the 
General Union of Workers, pro- 
vides no leadership at all. He car- 
ries on a coy flirtation with the 
Stalinists, who support the Popular 
Front Government no less than tbe 
Prietos, and deludes the Spanish 
workers with the slogan of unity 
of all workers' organizations as a 
panacea. 

Much more indicative of the 
chasm which separates the two So- 
cialist tendencies are the hundreds 
of strikes led by Socialists; the all- 
Socialist tickets put up in a num- 
ber of provinces during tie Presi- 
dential election I the occupation of 
estates by Socialist-led peasants; 
the terrific repercussions In the So- 



cialist ranks, which forced Prieto 
to decline Azana's invitation to be- 
come Premier; the speeches and ar- 
ticles intransigents attacking Az- 
ana, by Javier Bueno, Socialist 
leader of the Asturian rebellion; 
the party program proposed by the 
Madrid oganization which, despite 
its confusion (for example, it says 
that the organ of the proletarian 
dictatorship will be the Socialist 
Party) is a revolutionary program. 
The split in the Socialist Party is 
a basic one, between reformists and 
revolutionaries. 

Role of the Stalinists 
The Stalinists are playing a thor- 
oughly reactionary role. They con- 
tinue to support the government 
wholeheartedly. Azana is a "friend 
ot the Soviet Union" and therefore 
inviolate. One need only look at 
the Stalinist press in any country 
to discover that they have yet to 
utter a single word of criticism of 
the Spanish government! Capitula- 
tion can go no farther; it is, in 
fact, the most conscious kind of 
collaboration with the bourgeoisie 
— for the bourgeoisie, you see, is 
for the League of Nations and pa- 
tronizingly praises Russia as a 
peace-loving country. The promis- 
ing Socialist youth movement is 
now in serious danger of perma- 
nent stultification ; its leaders were 
taken to Moscow for conferences, 
and came back to effect the entry 
of the Stalinist youth into the So- 
cialist youth. The very first doc- 
ument issued by the "united" youth 
movement was a vicious attack on 
Trotskyism. Fortunately, the cor- 
ruption of the youth leadership has 
not prevented district organizations 
from demanding a turn to straggle 
against the government 

The Maurfn— Tfln Party 
The "Party of Marxian Unity", 
fusion of the former Lett Opposi- 
tion with the "Workers and Peas- 
ants Bloc" led by Joaquin Maurln, 
a movement half-Catalan national- 
ist, has been caught entirely un- 
awares by the split in the Social- 
ist ranks. r What is infinitely worse, 
it now pooh-poohs the significance 
of the split, the May 22 issue of its 
organ, La BataIIa> declaring that 
there is no basic difference between 
Left and Bight Socialists and even 
sinking so far as to say that if the 
split takes place It will lead to ter- 
rible conflicts between the two fac- 
Hons with dreadful consequences for 



the whole Spanish working class! 
The only hope there still might have 
been for the MaurLn-Nin group — 
after their joining the Popular 
Front, breaking with, joining and 
breaking again, thus losing any 
serious standing as a firm political 
tendency — was in their correctly 
estimating the epochal significance 
of the Socialist split. Now it is 
clear the "Party of Marxian Unity" 
is a sterile, doomed sect; it has. 
not even the specious virtue of an 
apparently independent political 
course, but vacillates between op- 
portunistic moves and gestures of 
intransigence. Maurin, who holds a 
firm majority in the organization, 
is like a little shopkeeper; he will 
fawn upon the Popular Front at 
one moment, upon Caballero at 
another, he will do anything — only 
let him keep his own little shop. 
The idea of independent political 
intervention by entry into the So- 
cialist Party is alien to such minds. 
So far, the. main body of the old 
Left Opposition has not broken 
with this sterile clique; but the de- 
veloping split in the Socialist Party 
must finally galvanize all those 
who are capable of thinking politi- 
cally. 

Regroupment Still Walts 

The present status of the Span- 
ish Revolution may be described, 
in short, as one in which the 
masses have lost all faith in the 
government, and consequently have 
broken the link between govern- 
ment and the main body of the So- 
cialist proletariat; but the re- 
groupment of the revolutionary 
forces has not yet produced a lead- 
ership capable and ready to trans- 
form the Spanish crisis into a 
struggle lor power. 

That leadership Is In process of 
arising out of the ranks of the 
Left Wing Socialists. It has a 
longer period In which to develop, 
that Is, more time Is permitted it 
than is the case In France; for in 
Spain the forces of reaction are ba- 
sically very weak. But even In 
Spain the revolutionary leadership 
must arise within a limited tme, 
or reaction will triumph. The 
masses are in motion, they want 
to fight to the end ; but a long peri- 
od o{ sporadic, aimless activity, 
will exhaust their vitality, and 
leave the way open for reaction. 
Thus Spain mirrors also the com- 
ing events In France. 



And in the same article : "The Com- 
munist Party has reaffirmed its sup- 
port of the Blum government" 
God Forbid! 
"The capitalist press," adds the 
Daily Worker, "will, as usual, be 
silent or vague on what the workers 
are striking for, and may even at- 
tempt, to misrepresent the strikes as 
being 'revolutionary.' " 

And that would be tbe worst 
crime of all — to call these strikes 
"revolutionary" only less heinous a 
crime than the French workers 
would themselves commit If they 
went ahead and made their revolu- 
tion! 

"Order will ensure success," ap- 
pealed 1'Humanite on June 6. "We 
are sure that the people of France 
will preserve the magnificent mas- 
tery over itself which It has dis- 
played for several weeks." 

Jouhaux, the Bill Green of 
France, also, in a radio speech, "de- 
fended the strikers' movement" but 
"warned them against any manifes- 
tation that might lead to conflict 
with opposition organizations." 

All together they cheered Leon 
Blum in the Chamber on June 8 
when he flatly declared: "We shall 
govern as republicans. We shall 
guarantee the Republican order." 
Strikes Continue 
Socialist Stalinist and C.G.T. ap- 
peals did not check the movement. 
The strikes mounted daily. The day 
Blum presented his government to 
the Chamber 136,000 workers joined 
the movement They wanted action. 
Blum, Salengro, Jouhaux and the 
employers went into conference and 
emerged with the "settlement" 
hailed by all parties, the French 
bourgeois press most of all, as a 
happily peaceful termination of the 
movement that threatens to upset 
all the calculations of the preserv- 
ers of "Republican order." 

But the troubles of the People's 
Front government have only begun. 
Its "settlement" was greeted with 
a new strike of 150,000 miners in 
the north of France and the build- 
ing trades workers in Paris and 
other workers in Bordeaux in the 
South. Accepting the settlement 'be- 
cause it is the only way out of the 
crisis for the moment, the employ- 
ers served clear warning on Blum 
that his government wonld have to 
face all the consequences of the 
settlement, because French indus- 
try would prove unable to carry the 
weight imposed upon it. 

In the Chamber of Deputies Blum 
pleaded that 'the occupation of fac- 
tories by strikers (is) less danger- 
ous than fighting in the streets." 
People's Front Betrayal Everywhere 
The People's Front wants at all 
costs to avoid "fighting in the 
streets." It offers the workers "set- 
tlements" which mean long-drawn 
negotiations which are only now to 
begin. It seeks to drag out and 
dissipate the legitimate will of the 
workers to independent struggle in 
their own behalf, for their own 
power. 

In Spain today there is also a 
great strike wave, involving 300,000 
workers, and there can be plainly 
seen the People's Front in action at 
the next stage: the government of 
Cesares is carrying out repressive 
measures against working class or- 
ganizations and declaring strikes 
illegal. 

Is Fascism in Franee the price 
the French working class and the 
world proletariat must pay to ex- 
plode the criminal treachery of 
those who preach ''industrial peace," 
"national security," "class collabo- 
ration" In the form of the People's 
Front? 

The Program of Victory 
The coming period in France 
must provide the answer. The 
French workers, with their magnifi- 
cent strength, their reserves and 
their readiness for the final strug- 
gle, must give that answer. To help 
them give it in favor of the revolu- 
tionary way out, the Bolshevik-Len- 
inists of France in the present situ- 
ation are tirelessly advancing the 
following demands: 

1. Immediate and fall am- 
nesty. 

2. 40-hour week without pay 
cuts, collective contracts, unem- 
ployment insurance. 

3. Workers' control of produc- 
tion; nationalization of the big 
industries. 

4. Fusion of all private banks 
into one (the Bank of France In- 
cluded) ; nationalization of credit 
to be distributed by the State to 
the workers, peasants and small 
merchants. 

5. Political rights for soldiers; 
abolition of tbe 2-year military 
service; reduction of tbe war bud- 
get 

45. Arrest of the Fascist lead- 
ers; organization of a Workers' 
Militia; arming of tbe proletariat. 

7. Formation of mass commit- 
tees in shops, factories and local- 
ities to carry out the workers' 
own program. 

Tbe program of the Bolsnevft- 
Lenlnlsts is a program for • 
Workers'-Peasants' Government. 
It demands a decisive break with 
tbe bourgeoisie and all Us repre- 
sentatives and lackeys In the 
Radical party and eaUs for to* 
offensive toward tbe 
power. 
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